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A discussion ~r the orvico that odionl counselors e loyed 
by a dio 1 Sch ol could render to the Un1vers1ty ts faculty , 

student qnd ~~loyees. 

by Leo Szilard 
A dioal Soh nl c uld render a valu ble serv oe tn the U 1vers1ty ' s 

faculty , students nd mn.lo eee by add in to it st rr n numb l" nf atient 

oriented physicians , to whnm I shall refer her as medical counselors . 

Thea • d cal crmnselors would nnt tl" at any ti nts, thoy would 
V V)J ().... l"~s."'IP:, ct' Q.Vl ,_. ',.h'<'\1 E')l.<\mo' ne~b'Pi'l.J 

h ve n file th m cUe 1 h stori{.,r those woo are ligibl for th lr 

s rvioes and 1 ot to make us nf th il" servio • It such a erson falls 

ill and contacts a odico.l c una lor, th medical co·m 1 r would examine 

him end then r fer him for tre tment to a physician who , in his jud emont , 

would be well qua11fied to handle th case. (It hould b not d that th 

meoioal counselor might b som what limited in this res eot by the 

medical insurance oarri d by the tient . ) 

Th medical couns lor who rot ra his patient to a d ctor m y 

dis sa with th doctor what fee should be oharg d in view nf tho patient ' s 

tinanci circumstances . 

h.'v n thouttb the m dicaJ c:o mselor r fer his atient for tre t m nt 

elsewhere , he would r•emain in overall ohargo of the oa.se and the dooto 

treating his patients w uld be cxpeot d to report currently to him on th 

p1~gr sa of th treatm nt . If, in the judge nt of th . dico.l c tm elor , 

a chan or doctor is 1n r 1catod , h ill so dviae the doctor of the a t ient . 

If, in th j dg nont of the me ical cnuns lor , th patient und r treatment 

~m ld b nefit from c ling another ctor tor consultat on he will request 

such a c nsultation and h will be resent wh n the consultation t k plac • 

·v n though one inst tut1on ight om loy a large numb r of medical 

co noel ors , o o a ntient has b n n by a m die 1 co elor will 

alwayo se th s o m dical cou sel r , unless the ~ationt himself requests 

that h b tr sf rred . 
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The medical oouns lora would be full ti 

m-dioe.l school. Pees tor c nsultati n with the mbdical c ~~selo 

might l"ang fr-om 5 to 20, but thea fe s woul(j bE: e.ynble to the 

chool rather than to the m.dioal co• s lor. It s sttmat d that 

the ~ cUe l coun .lor s would spend two-thirds r their workin tim 

se in . atients. They would gpend on - thit-d of th ir working t m 

kee ing in oontaot w th doctor ln private raot o , h ar 

ttending hysic1ans at h snitals , by ace mp~~ying th m n th 1r 

rnunds . They wo ld dn it r r the dual urpnse f keepln abreast 

()f the deve m nt9 in edicine and r eval,at1ng the m die 1 

oa abilities f the doot0rs t n wh~m tb m y ref r their tients 

for treatment . 

start 

If the rniversity is very lar e , it would seem adv sable t 

medical couns 1 r servic for faculty and employees only 

and , after such services were established ns a go g ~ eration. 

r whether r not it should b ext nded to students also . 

B6oau e th faculty and mploy s ar a mar tabl ond oldo 

population, they would nrobably derive a gre ter benefit from the 

services of medical ooun 1 rs tha.n ~rou d th stud nts . 
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