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CONFIDENTIAL 

Dear Lawson: 

OPPO S ITE 
COLUMBIA UNIVERS ITY 

I understand from Professor Pegram 
that you have turned us down. I am ~iting b?cause 
I should like you to reconsider your decision from 
a particular point of view which you may or may 
not have borne in mind. 

From what I see and hear the asborption 
of physicists by defense projects is taking place 
at such a rate that your chances of being left to 
work along lines of pure science appear to be 
negligible. I should be prepared to bet you that 

you will not be able to go on for another six 
months with t he work which you ad planed to do. 
Por this reason it seems to me that the only choice 
which is before you is either to work with us or 
to work on some of the numerous defense research 
projects elsewhere. Perhaps if you would make a 
few i nqu i ries about which other physicists had to 
change their plan of work within the l ast two VTeeks 
you will see the situation as the same light as I 
do. Beyond wanting you to accept this point of view 
I have no intention of influencing your choice. You 
may prefer New York or you may prefer Washington, 
Baltimore or Boston, andyou may perhaps want to 
join srn e defense progr&~ in Philadelphia at oo me 
later date. I personally would of course be very 
glad if you gave New York the preference and if 
you should do so please let me know at the ea rliest 
possible moment. I should t h en be glad to give 
you more detei 1e d information. 

I may add tha t while you have to make 
up your mind about your own personal preference 
you need not have any scruples from the point of 
view of being u ~ rateful towards t h e Univera ty of 
Pennsylvania a me in t h is case if there Should be 
a conflict of loyalties t here would be little doubt 
which one has to be considered as the higher loyalty 
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COLU M B IA UNIVERSITY 

Nor have I yet heard of a ca se of any 
university hesita ting to r el ease a man at t he 

request of t h e Government for work within 
the frame wich has been recently set up by 
t h e Government. 

Wi t h best wish es, 



UNIVERSIT NSYLVANIA 

THE COLLEGE 

Randal Morgan Laboratory of Physics 

I received your letter about a week ago and have 

spent some time c onsidering the various aspects of the points 

which you raise. 

I appreciate your warning concerning a false 

sense of loyalty and have considere u the probl em from & purely 

objE c tiv e poin t o f v i ew . 

S i nce I b iD doine work on national defense at the 

pres ent time of a na ture which interes t s me and for which 

considering my peev t.o us t raining I am b es t qualified there can be 

€ no ~ ·ewtion of neglecting my country in her hour of 

need. 

The job at Columbia is only offered as temporary 

affair with t he idea t ha.t I sho ul d return to my job here a t the 

t ermi n.:tt lon of t he ~·ork th Er e . Thi s wot. l d 1-::>e a. n e nt:lrely fe · .s i ble 

propos ition f or a.ll con c ~ rne<.'i if I had some roots here--say five 

years old. No doubt I could g e t permission to leave -- .l -i J' L <' p · 

it. Cf' t l{ -, ,_ r_ , rc., ,: ~ 1 Lc.. t ft t hE .r:. nd of a cert <. in time I could 

secure back my job but it would be done with a ~re~t lack of 

enthousiaam and interest in me as an employee worthy of 

notice would be remarkably lacking. 

Lastly, the only ~ualifications I have for work 

on fission a ~ a certa in curios ity and a lot o f amhlt ion. 

Certainly these can be found in many ot her s plus a be tter 
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Randal Morgan Laboratory of Physics 

knowledue of wha t it i~ all about . If it is t he sort of job where 

ignorance is an asset it surely ca nnot be one l'fh<hch should 

interest me. 

I have s poken frankly to you becau::Je you hd.V~ -.r) V:. ~ n 

1 I' < :rkl~ t.n mt; . I kro''' my 1 e.sjJonse will be as confidential as your 

in~ulry . I do not wish you to feel ho~ever thd t I am ungrateful 

for your inte res t, ~~·~x~n. ~~t h i ~ ~ CG~l~ be ~ ~r t~L r 1ro rn the truth. 

Actually under diff er en t c.; i r CuM st.<\nc es I would be very much 

interested in the whole propotiltion. As it is however I can only 

feel that I am running the risk of selling my future down the 

river for one year of highly interesting and pe rhaps more 

remunerative work. While such a job would open new doors ~£h~~~ 

it would ~lmo~t cert~inly l ock otbar ~oars ~e h i nd me. 

With kindest perbona l re g~rds, ~nd trubtine thht I bh~ll 

see ycu here later this month, I remain, 

Yours s incerely, 

l I 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 37 ·ILLINOIS 

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Brandeis University 
Waltham, Massachusetts 

Dear Szilard: 

June 2R, 1954 

Be cause of illness in his family, the major domo in our undergraduate 
· laboratories, Mr. Ralph Regalbuto, is attempting to relocate his 

employment in an area where the climate is somewhat less severe than 
in Chicago. 

Since Mr. Regalbuto has had 19 years experience in this type of work 
at Columbia and 7 years here, I feel that we should help him obtain 
a sui table position. It occur red to us that p e rhaps while Brandeis 
University is still in the process of organizing their laboratories 
such a man might be useful to them. Mr. Regalbuto built our labora
tories from scratch after the War and I am sure that you will find 
that the majority of the Department feels that he has done an ex
cellent job in this respect. 

If Brandeis is in the market for such a man, I would be happy to 
supply particulars concerning Mr. rlegalbuto's capabilities and 
limitations. 

Ma y I thank you in advance for any trouble to which this inquiry 
may put you. 

S incerely yours, 

A. W. Lawson 

.h.WL/vh 
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