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Mr James A Mcintosh 
951 La Alameda Avenue 
.:3::.n P edro, C ·lifornia 

Dear Mr, Mcintosh: 

5650 ~llis Avenue 
September 24 1951 

I have your letter and was very sorry to hear about 

your wife ' s illness . I do not know of any new medical treatment 

that could be applied to secondary tumors (metastases) except 

that doctors occasionally use x-rays or radium on such tumors 

in order to alleviate a patient's condition, particularly when the 

secondary tumor becomes very large and presses on other organs 

or causes pain. 

The trouble is that in most cases when secondary tumors 

ap~ear there may be a number of them and not all of them are ac-

cessible to treatment. In hopeless cases and when there is in-

tractable pain, some hospitals will now sometimes perform a simple 

brain operation called prefrontal lobotomy, which completely re-

lieves the patient suffering from pain. 

I do not know of any really promising lead to the cure 

of cancer which might offer hope that within a short period of time 

a cure might become possible, 

I am very sorry that I cannot give you any good news 

in this respect. 

With best regards , 
Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 
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