
I 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
SAN ( :GO, CALIFORNIA 

J AMES HERVEY J OHNSON 
ASSESSOR 

Senator Ed. Fletcher, 
State Capitol, 
Sacramento, California. 

Dear Senator: 

March 1, 1935 

Judging from our appraised values the prices 
asked on the lands in San Pasqual Valley are away out of 
reason. For example Chris Marchus asks $60,000 for his land , 
it is appraised (not assessed) by us at ~18,150; Peet asks 
~40,000 for his land, that is appraised by us for ~15 , 600 ; 
~ebb asks ~160,000 for his land, that is appraised by us at 
~43,125; Dyer asks ct:l4,000 for his land that is appraised by 
us at $1,175; and La Prade asks $6,000 for his land that is 
appraised by us at tl50. 

Our total appraised valuation of all the land 
is ~:255,625 and as I understnnd the owners a.re asking$300 , 000 
for their water rights, without the land . 

This seems like a ridiculous situation and I 
could not consciously recommend to the people of San Diego 
that they pay such excess prices for this land, especially 
in view of the fact that the last supreme · court decision 
makes it very doubtful whether the State would have to buy 
the land in order to complete the Sutherland Dam . 

After you have written, or talked, it over with 
the owners, please let me know what you hear further about 
it. 

Very truly 

JHJ:fh 

l 

---

Hon. James Hervey Johnson 
County Assess or 
Sa~ Diebo, Cali r ornia. 

AnswerinG yours of the 1st, I arr,ree uith you 
absolute 1y, that, if they are eoinG to excnpt aut ono-
biles to the estent of ~250 , they should protect the 
public by ruaking it mandatory to have at least n .;:.5,0v0 
public liability policy. 

Rcferr .L!{! n 'ni to -.:un Pusquul ~ands and the 
value of l7ater rights, ns nell as o.~proised value or' the 
lands , you knon and I know t ::at the courts he·Je decided 
thut, nhencvcr a piece of land , or uater riGhts, is needed 
for a particular use, it has an added value entirely 
distinct an separate frorn the conmercio.l and o.cricu1turel 
value . It is sometimes called strntesio value. Tho.t 
value uill not develop maybe for 10 o~ 20 yea ·s to co~e, 
if ever. Therefore it is not fair to place anythinG but 
on agrioulturn.l value on the Sou I nsc: unl Vq1ley lands, o.t 
lenst Wltil such time as the oi~J or on Dicco has desi 
n ted that tt desires the property foro. speoii'io :-'' r _ooe, 
malces a definite of1'er and it is refused. Fro- on nc;ri-
culturnl standpoint your v:il.ucs are c:xoess1vc. I:o r n cJ 
in San Panqunl is even :payinc taxe s o.n 3~:; intcrc~t on 
your present dny value. 

· J.~oot or those furncrs in ! .. an _ o.sq u· 1 Valle· were 
born thero. T: e,r don't \':ant to leave. U.l th . · nant is .. . 
to eet somcthin . for their \7ntcr r1 r :hts, not try . to blocl\: 
the city , on still be allowed to stuy there. 'ieb , ror 
instunoe , hus Dade a lliCh r rice tor his land l:n t a very 
low price for his nnter right a. Confidentially he c · n be 
toreoloacd ot any tirJe an tho propc ·ty tnl .. cn a\ · . · :rro: 
him. Thi s I lmon ror n fnot. Just tho same a. Chris 
L!arobus docsn 't want to leo.ve. ll1s children nere born there. 
ne puts a hiGh pr1oe on his land but o. lo~ price on his 
water ri£?;l1tn. I 11o.vc already cot hil to reduce t !J c rice 
or h l n water richts in t m lar;t tm or throe doys tron 
··17,500 to .:"1~ 1 500 and he rnay talco ·10 ,000. Ju~ so Dyer 
and Pete. I th1nm I can e;ot Foto to cone tlo'm to l ,ooo 
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J'ames Hervey Jolmson . , 
{2. 

o~ ~ 1~,500, but I wish you nould get a ln·itten opinion 
f'roo. one or the best Tiater attorneys in the state, or 
I ml1 cc-: it for you and show you that thnt recent de-· 
cision is very ~sleadinG as far as the _ublio is con-
cerned, and the peonlc of tho f'>an Pa~qu~)l Valley have 
'\cluable .s..tcr r1chts t!lnt ~111~ forevo _· prohibit the 
builf.i nc o:r either Gutlv~rland or Pane Da!:ls until the 
riGhts are qcquired fro~ thc~e pr~crty orner~, either 
by ~urchcse or oonucr.nation. 

I have been t~ouct tho nill for 25 years and 
an tel_i -'r-: y-,u t!1nt the· liti r~otion al9ne t1ill oost a:lEoct 
as nuc~ as it uill cost to buy the nater ri[hts along ~1e 
lines thot I h~ve outlined. · 

? lease r.i ·:e this rv.•tter your mos·c serious cQn-
c! oru tion untl then eo dorm an t:. tal:: to i3uok , the Ci 1U 
Lanar;er . 

I am ot7ay, e;ivlnG the best that is in oo at 
·~100 a oonth, at the c;reatest saotifice or uy life. ;;ort 
you do ncncthine for m not1, !llense, in helpiDG to cet this 
~atcr nutter straichtened out? 

'£hey a :re ru.l1ninG ne rncced dp here. The i'olloo inc 
is strl ctly co-U'idential: There ore 3 or 4 scnator.s nho 
h::1ve bee~ here f'ron 1 ~ to :'.4 years nho thin~· they run tho 
Senate and oh, boy, t7h 1t a ti:tc I have hncl, but I aot on 
~ hi ch horse ycsterduy and circulated a r.ctition and got 
~'>IJ scnutors to sicn it out or 40, for nn a.ppropriationot 
75,000 for the exhibit and its mn1nt~nanoo at the exposi-

tion. The fur is coing to fiy SOtlC dey this CO. n{!; \'1CC}C. 
I cot the Governor to approve it, incidentally. 

J.l/: c 

. . . \. 

( 

Sincerely yourn , 

... . ' 

) 

, .. ,....,.,.,1 11 1n .... ~ 
.& • ..-. ,,,. • , • W'-AI • 

Honorable Janes Hervey Johnson 
County necorder 
San Dicco; California. 

Uy dour llc!·vcy: 

''!ont yo· i boost those riparian riGht valuations 
up to "ri 200 , 000? ·:!ri to o.nJ tell me hem ouch un a. ere you 
are t'lilline to 1~ccamcnd fo1• lands thn.t arc ri;.ariun to tle 
atrcOJ!l. 

I h~.: d u letter :rron Chri:.; i.!n!"c: tun und '1e \7ill 
not sot ·.1e on the basis of ,,.150,000 but \1111 on ~ 200 , 000 , I 
belicvo. Onoe I c;ct Chrifi in •-.ritirlG it nill help me ·to cet 
the otherD. 

I am Givine; you the low down. This case thL.t uas 
decided in the Supreme Court recently is beinG ·ppeulcd to tin 
u. ~ . Supreme Court nnd may be cornplctc~v l=nocl~ed out. :Ncn 
if it stood , people can cet a premanent injunction. If you 
should start the build inc; of Sutherland Dam or fomo or divert-
ing any water above, t"ltey hove valid nntcr richts and every om 
or then would get donnees nt tho end or a la'\'! suit. You hove 
seen \·Jhut our friend Coscrovc has dare. llc liticatcd for 15 
years. It oost the city over half a nil.l1on und t . . cy uill .. ct 
a paramount richt on the ·Son Dicco River nhich in t1J c u111 be 
lmool~ed out in the Federal courts in ny opinion and lcuve thinGs 
in norse s ) ape for 11ticat1on nou thun before. 

There is no paramount ri c 1t on the on :i·os .unl 
River and it is GOing to tol~c endless liti r ot1on an : tine to 
oettle the oasc in the United Staten vuprcne Cot rt that llus 
just recently been decided in tho S\.t)rcro Court or Coliforuio. 
Then, after that is settled, there cones o quention or liti -
tion to dcterr.Une uhat riGhts the lend or:ncrs hove. 

. It is better to pay v 200 1 000 and olean u .. tllu t river 
and stop litiGation and malce our plans for i'uturc dcvolo ncnt. 
The quioker the better! 
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:.!r. Janes Iiervey J'o~1nson ! r, ;,- .... 
You are coi G to be shool:cd noon you sec the 

:re .~ or·t 01 ... t·le Stctc or California on the trater supply of 
· Cu:J. Jie;·o Gon~lty . .. e held a neeting, the Supervisors 
!:lastinc;s and :tiic1.urus n.nd nyself , Friday u1 th Hyatt and 
his o~uan1zation . Inoludin - Santa Cnrgarita, snn Luis 
lley, ~an J.·asqual , the San Dieco River, Sucetuuter, Otoy 
and t ::e "";precf :els s:rrrte::t, ne only have enou 1 nat e r net 
:.. are ~rielu f or 5 ~5~QOO ~eo:9le curinG the driest years 
or record , anu 't'1e al'e using nearly holf of the totnl 3Upply 
no-;. This is not foi .. !>Ublicution. ,.1n!t unt.:.l tho report 
1 .:; n,..inted un : nude ,ubli o. I ·will send ~,rou a copy • 

·c~ 1 th l:i ndest re~ards, 

. 
·i- • • 

-
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COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 

Senator Ed. Fletcher, 
State Capitol, 
SacrHmento, California 

Dear Senator: 

SAN EGO. CALIFORNIA 
JAMES HERVEY JOHNSON 

ASSESSOR 

March 13, 1935 

I have read your two letters regarding the San Pasqual 
lands. 

I think $200 ,000 for the riparian rights to the San 
Pasqual lands is a great deal more than the actual value. I would 
not f'eel like squabbling a great deal over $50 ,000. It will be 
difficult to obtain the consent of the San Diego taxpayers to buy-
ing any more land in the San Pasqual Valley anyway because of the . 
previous mess. 

Since the completion of El Capitan Dam, the taxpayers 
generally feel that we have enough water for a long time yet any\'lay. 

If the All American Canal project is approved by the 
people, the San Pasqual ranchers will never be able to ·sell any-
thing they have. The people will be satisfied to wait on Colorado 
River water. 

As I wrote pefore, I would not be able to recommend a 
higher valuation for the property than $150,000 and this in my 
opinion takes into consideration all and more of the so called 
11 strategic value 11 referred to in your letter. In my opinion such 
nstrategic value" is nhold-up value11 • 

A newspaper reporter has been asking Russell what the 
valuations in the San Pasqual lands are. I don't kno~ whether he 
is going to write up a piece complaining how low I am assessing 
them or complaining how high the property owners hold the lands. 
My opinion is that the property owners in the Valley would do v.·ell 
to settle on a $1·50,000 basis before some agitator ~tirs up 
sentiment against making any kind of deal at all. 

As I wrote before, I would like to see the thing settled 
up and Sutherland completed but if the property owners place 
impossible obstacles in our path, we can do nothing about getting 
the matt~r settled. 

JHJ/jca 

Yours very truly, 

James Hervey Jo son 
Assessor. 

• 
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