COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO
SAN ( GO, CALIFORNIA
JAMES HERVEY JOHNSON

ASSESSOR

March 1, 1935

Senator Ed. Fletcher,
State Capitol,
Sacramento, California.

Dear Senator:

Judging from our appraised values the prices
asked on the lands in San Pasqual Valley are away out of
reason. For example Chris Marchus asks $£60,000 for his land,
it is appraised (not assessed) by us at §18,150; Peet asks
$40,000 for his land, that is aprpraised by us for $15,600;
Vebb asks ¢160,000 for his land, that is appraised by us at
$43,125; Dyer asks §14,000 for his land that is appraised by
us at $1 175; and La Prade asks $6,000 for his land that is
appraised by us at ¢150.

Our total appraised valuation of all the land
is §255,625 and as I understand the owners sre asking$300,000
for their water rights, without the land.

This seems like a ridiculous situation and I
could not consciously recommend to the people of San Diego
that they pay such excess prices for this land, especially
in view of the fact that the last supreme court decision
makes it very doubtful whether the Stzte would have to buy
the land in order to complete the Sutherland Dam.

After you have written, or talked, it over with

the owners, prlease let me know what you hear further about
it.

Very truly yours,

JHJ:fh
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Hon. James Hervey Johnson
County Assessor
San Diego, California,

iy dear Icrvey:

Answering yours of the 1lst, I acree with you
absolutely, that, if they are going to exemnpt automo-
biles to tbe estent of 290, thery should protect the
public by making it mandatory to have at least a 5,000
public liability policye.

Referring arai  to San Pasquual Lands and the
value of water rights, as well as anhraised value or the
lands, you Inmow and I imow that the courts heve dccided
that, whenever a piece of land, or water rights, is neecded
for a particular use, it has an added value entirely
distinet and separate from the commercial and acriculturel
value, It is somectimes czlled strategic value. That
value will not develop maybe for 10 or 20 years to cone,
if ever. Therefore it is not fair to placc anything but
an agricultural value on the San Pasounl Valley lands, at
least until such time as the city of San Dicgo has desip-
noted that it desires the property for a specific »urnose,
nakes a definite offer and it is refused. TIrom an acri-
cultural standpoint your values are exeessive. Ilo ranch
in San Pasqual is even paying taxes and 3> interest on
your present day value.

-llogt of these farners in San Pasgual Valley were
born there. They don't want to leave. 4ll they wans is
to get something for thelr water rigshts, not try to blocek
the city, and still be allowed to stay there. lieb:, far
instance, has made a high nrice for his land but a very
low price for his water rights. Confidentially he c¢an be
foreclosced at any time and the property taken avuy fram
hime This I know for a fact. Just the samc way Chris
llarchus doesn't want to leave. Ilis children were born there.
Ile puts a high price on his land but a low price on his
water rights. I have already pot hin to reduce the rrice
of his water richts in the last tw or three days fron
v17,500 to 312,500 and he may take 10,000, Just so Dyer
and Pete. I thinh I oan get Pete to come down to (10,000
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Janes ilervey Jolmson
)
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or 12,500, but I wish you would get a vritten opinion
fron one o the hest water attorneys in the state, or
I will cet it for you and show you that that recenr de-~
cision is very nisleading as far as the nublic is con-
cerned, and the people of the San Pasquol Valley have
aluable water richts that will foreve. »roliibit the
building of either Sutherland or Pamo Dans until the
richts arec gecquired from these vroperty ovaersy either
b7 Turchese or condermation.

I have been throuch the mill Tor 25 years am
ann tellias you that the litisation alone will cost aimod
as much as it will cost to bury the water richts along the
lines that I have outlined.-

Flease ¢ive this matter your nost scerious con-
cideration and then go down and tall: to Buck, the City
ianarer,.

, I am away, giving the best that is in ne at

+100 a month, at the greatest sactifice of oy life. ot
you do sonething for me now, nlease, in helping to get this
vater notter straishtened out?

They are running me ragged dp here. The following
is strictly confidential: There are 3 or 4 scnators who

have becen here from 12 to P4 years who thin!t they run the
~enate and olh, boy, vhat a tine I have had, but I got on
iy high horse yesterday and circulated a reilition and got
°C senutors to sign it out of 40, for an anpropriationof
75,000 for the exhibit and its maintecnance at the exposi-
tion. The fur 1is going to fly sonec day this coring week.
I got the Governar to approve it, incidentally,

Sinecerely yours,

IE/RC
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I'ameh 11, 1005,

Honorable Janes Hervey Johnson
County Recorder
San Dicgol California,

iy decar lilervey:

. llont yo: boost those riparian right wvaluations
up to 200,000? 'rite and tell me how nuechi an acre you
are willing to recamend for lands that are riperian to tle
stroame

I had a letter fron Chris liarchius and he will
not set:le on the basis o 156,000 but will on 200,000, I
belicve. Once I get Cliris in writing it will help me to get
the others.

I am giving yvou the low down, This casc thut was
decided in the Supreme Court recently is being uppealcd to tic
U. . Supreme Court and may be completely lnocked out. Iven
if it stood, people can get a prenanent injunction. I you
should start the building of Sutherland Danm or Famo or divert-
ing any water above, they have valid water rights and every om
of thenm would get damages at tle end of a law suit. You have
seen "hat our friend Coscrove has dore. ilc litipgated for 15
years., It cost the city over half a million and they will et
a paranount right on the San Diego River whieh in tine will be
knocked out in the Federal courts in my opinion and leave things
in worse shape for litigation now than before.

There is no paramount right on the San Fasqual
River and it is golng to take endless litiration and tine to
gettle the casc in the United States Suprenc Court that has
Just reoently been decided in the Swprerr Court of Califlfornia.
Then, after that is settled, there concs a question of litica-
tion to deternine what rights the land owvmers have.

. It is better to pay 200,000 and elean up that river
and stop litigation and make our plans for future dcvelopncnt.
The quicker the better!
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lr. Janes iiervey Johnson i e

You are roi ¢ to be shoclkied when you sec the
renort or tie State of California on the water supply of
Jan Jiegso Comty. e held a nmeeting, the Supervisors
Hastings and dichards and nyself, Friday with lyatt and
his organizetion. iIncluding Santa largarita, Can Luils
Rey, oan lasqual, the San Diego River, Swuecetwater, Otay
and tl.e Onreeizels srstem, we only have enoush water net
cafe rield for 525,000 neonle curing the éricst yeears
ol resecord, and we are using nearly half of the total supply
nov, <This is not for nublication. ‘iiait until the report

s printed ani nade nubliic., I will send you a CODRY, "

#i1th lindest recards,

Sincerely yours,

BT T
BF/uC

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO

SAN EGO, CALIFORNIA
JAMES HERVEY JOHNSON
ASSESSOR

March 13, 1935

Senator Ed. Fletcher,

. State Capitol,

Sacramento, California

Dear Senator:

I have read your two letters regarding the San Pasqual
lands.

I think $200,000 for the riparian rights to the San
Pasqual lands is a great deal more than the actual value. I would
not feel like squabbling a great deal over £50,000. It will be
difficult to obtain the consent of the San Diego taxpayers to buy-
ing any more land in the San Pasqual Valley anyway because of the
previous mess.

Since the completion of El1 Capitan Dam, the taxpayers
generally feel that we have enough water for a long time yet anyway.

If the All American Canal project is approved by the
people, the San Pasqual ranchers will never be able to sell any-
thing they have. The people will be satisfied to wait on Colorado
River water.

As I wrote before, I would not be able to recommend a
higher valuation for the property than §150,000 and this in my
opinion takes into consideration all and more of the so called
"strategic value" referred to in your letter. In my opinion such
"strategic value" is "hold-up value'".

A newspaper reporter has been asking Russell what the
valuations in the San Pasqual lands are. I don't know whether he
is going to write up a piece complaining how low I am assessing
them or complaining how high the property owners hold the lands.
My opinion is that the property owners in the Valley would do well
to settle on a $150,000 basis before some agitator stirs up
sentiment against making any kind of deal at all.

As I wrote before, I woulé like to see the thing settled

up and Sutherland completed but if the property owners place
impossible obstacles in our path, we can do nothing about getting
the matter settled. ‘

Yours very truly,

James Hervey Johnson

Assessor.
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