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A Resolution of t he Board of Trustees of the · 
City of La esa, California, Protesting against 
t he passage of a Bill to Grant Rights of Vlay Over 
Government Lands for Reservoir Purposes, to be used 
by the Oi_ty of San Diego., California. 

--- oOo ---

WHEREAS, th~re is pending before the Congress of the ~nited States 
a bill to grant rights of way over certain Government Lande for 
Reservoir purpoaea, to be ueed by tl1e City of San Diego, California, 

for reservoir purposes, the same being H.R. No. 4037; and 
WHEREAS, upo n the hearing o n this bill before the Committee on 

. the Public Landa of the House of Represen ta ti vee, the Chai.rman thereof 
made the following statement: 

11 El Cajon, La Mesa, a..."ld those other cities, 
as a matter of fact, the <llair knows, are red hot 
in favor of this b111. 0 

A ... tD WHEREAS , the only eouroe of water supply for t he present 
needs and future growth of the City of La Mesa and of the territory 
adjacent theret o., is t h e waters of the San Diego River; 

AND WHEREAS, the City of San Diego is attempting i n and by the 
said bill to acquire from the United States the · right to flood 
certain Indian lands in the El Capitan tndian Reservation in order 
tha t it may oons truot a dam at the El Capitan dameite a ehort distance 
below the intake of the Cuyamaoa Water Company's system; • 

• 

A~qn t'h""EREAS,, the .construction of a dam and reservoir at t he 

said point "Kill no·t permit the use of any of t he waters thereby 
. 

impounded by the City of La Mesa or any of the surrounding country 
aa the said dame,i te is below the level o~f this City, and the con-

struction of a dam· at t he said poin t woul d therefore be of no bene-
f it to the City of La Mesa .. but would divert to the City of San 

Diego waters whi ch are sorely needed in this locality and which 

• 



. . . . 

oo\i d be tilized to develop tl1e surrounding country , were 

a dam constructed upon the eaid River at a point further 
up the said stream; 

AND \VHEREAS, the O\mers of the Cuyamaoa Water Company' a 

system have offered to oonstruot a dam at their diverting point 

ot the said R1 ver if parmi tted eo to do by the City of San 

Diego, tl1e bui ding o wbioh eaid dam o ~d not interfere 

r.1 th the lan a of any Indians on the said stream and would 

permit tl1e ~ter  inpounded thereby to be ueed upon the 

territory in this vicinity; 

A ~  WHEREAS, the City Attorney of t 'he City of San Diego 

asserted before the Public Lande Committee of both the House 

of Representatives a·nd the Senate that the City o.f Ban Diego 

ould welcome any develop;uent of these \Vaters by the Ouyamaca 

Water Colltpany for the l::enefi t of the City ,of La Mesa and the 

surrounding community e.nd wanted the Cuyamaca Water Company 

to build up their :rea,ervoira at .... he di 1!erting dame, and would 

not oppose suoh construction, but merely wished the privilege 

of saving surplua waters that would remain after the construc-
tion of auch ·dame by the said Company.;, 

A D -:mEREAS, subsequent thereto the City Council of the 

C ty of San Diego., as appears from the public press, has 

repudiated such sta.te nents of their attorney and have threat-
ened to enjoin by o,ourt action the oonet-ruct.ion of such dams 

by the Cuyamaoa Vlater Company an.d have refused to confer with 

the owners of the Cuyamaca Vlatar Company or to discuss the 
. 

question o,f a compromise or settlement upon the linea suggest d 

by the CitY Attorney of the 01 t .y of San Diego at the hearing 

before the said Publ o, Lands Committee; 

A~  HEREAS, the City of Sa_ Diego ha nume oue otbe 

unde,ve oped eouroea of ter upply ~ _ilable to its, use J 1 e 

the City o La e a ha9 no other eouroe o ter supply e cep 
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ro the water · of the said San Diego River; 
·OW THEREFORE, . BE IT RESOLVED BY THE · BOARD O:B' TRUSTEES 0 

!!!HE CITY OF LA IIESA, CALIFORNIA, aa follow : 

Seotion 1. ~t the Oity of .San Diego ., California. 

ill DOt OOD truot BUO \IGIU for man:r 7ea'rs to oome eve though 
ermi ·ad o to do · y the Congress o· the United States. 

s ot on 2. !.I!Dat 1 t is vital to th future prosperity 
and gro th of the 01 ty of La sa that en the waters of the . 

San Diego River ar ..... .J.oll"ound d, the be impDunded at a point 
• 

on - e said str am whloh ill permit the flo of water by 
. 

gravit7 to th1 Oi.ty and the terri tory d~ oent thereto. 
B otion 3. That it would be to the best interests o:f 

th 01 t7 of La · eaa as _ el'l as th City of San Diego and the 

surr01111di11g territor7 to have such development made by- private 

oapi tal without the voting of bonds and the incurring .of 

indebteaness. 
S otion • Tbat an effort be· made by this Board of 

!rrus ees to induoe the Ci.ty Oo1mc11 of the City of San Diego, 
• 

to abide by ·the terms of the statements made b7 ita 01tv 
A ttorne7 be :fore the Oommi ttee of Publio Lands. 

S ot1on 6tp· !hat fa1li11g 1D such effort this Board of 

!rrustee oppose the passage of the said bill efore· the 

Oongr as of· the United Sta e • 

8 ot .on 6. 'l'bat a certified copy of this R solution 
be sen · to the Co on Council of the 01 ty of San Diego with 

lilla. r quest !lor a 3oint meeting of the go erning bodies o£ 
e two munio!palit·ies for· the purpose of oonferr1Dg upon th 

--· .. - matter. 

Pa ae and adopted by the Board of II1'Wn te o~ th Oit 

· oial a t 11g of th said Board 

d 7 a1le .A. D. 191 • 

(Signed) ~ 
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Stat of California, I 
Oounty of B Diego, .·· SS • 

01 ty of La a sa, 

he·r by oertify- that th for go Dg' reaolution 
as passed by the Bo · d of 'rust .es o the 01 ty of La a, 

Cali orn1a, t th ttme abov stat • 

(Sigaed) Ed Utt. 
dlt7 dlerk Of the oi·ty of La Jltesa, 
California, and Ex·Off1o1o Oler 
of the »oard of !fru·stees of t e 

said 01·t7. 
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Hon. William ettner~ 
hin~ton~ D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

June 7, 1918. 

__ Your favor of May 29th in answer to my letter of May 13th 
req ~ tin  a con!erence with you, to hand. I am indeed sorry that 
~o~ did not see ~it to meet us ae it naturally tends to the opinion 
h~t you do not care to pay attention to the interests of this part 

of your district. Had you made the reply you did at once instead of 
later it would have saved you much unfavorable publicity. I may 
add ~h t one friend of mine insisted on a conference with you and 
was ~nfor ed that you would not see us under any circumstancee. 

Referring to the El Capitan bill: If the city of San Diego 
~i  give ~ legal reasonable assurance that there will be no inter-
Ierence witn t he developcent on the San Diego River above El Capitan 
~  site, all opposition ~n  be withdrawn. San Diego's city attorne 
·r ~~ o e efo e t t e House Committee on Public Lands -in Washington:• 
t ~ d ~h t We Wlll r.elc9me such development and will do all we can 

to ~ d it. ·Br. Cosgrove s fair words mislead many of us into the 
e ~e  th t he was sincere, and ~e remained silent ~~ti  he returned 

and t~e city council began to threaten injunction suits if the Cuya-
maca hater Company made any move to raise the present diverting dam. 

Wishing to be fair the Board of ·Trustees of this city held 
a eetin~ ~r ~h the ~o n i  of San Diego, and asked an official state-
cent ~ to tne city s position. The good councilmen again soothed us 
~ th ~~ir words, in which the odium was all thrown on the wicked news-
~~ ero~ ~ho never get anything right. ~r  Bard moved that the matter 
be taken under serious condideration and a written reply be sent the 
city of La e ~  The acting re ident~ Mr. Fay, stated that we might 
expect it in t .ue near future. Mr. Bard left for \?ashinaton three days 
later to push the bill before COngress. The n ~er fro~ San Diego is 
st:;l on the war. I realize that a former member of the La Mesa board 
i~ e re ented ~hi  matter to you in a telegram which he sent after· the 

Board of Trustees had agreed not to favor either side; but now you know 
t~e real situation I expect you to look at the matter in a different 
l1ght All t he city of La Uesa and the balance of the County asks is 
th~t private ~ it  be allowed to develope the water we need now in 
whlch event t ne city can have the riggt to build a mythical dam at El 
Capitan if she wishes. We object to San Diego holding up this develop-
~ent when they expect to do nothing. In other words we want them to 
·quit playing fast and loose ~n  th everybody, the Go e~n ent included 
and get down to braes tacks. 

it If o~ wish any furth er infor~tion I shall be glad to furnish 
in t8o you, including copi es of resolutions, transcript of the meeting 

a.n Diego, etc. 
Tnanking you, I am, 

{ Copy-:£.15) 

Yours very truly, 
{Signed) J. H. Mallery 

President Board of Trustees of the City 
of La Mesa, California. 

June 7, 1918. 

Hon. John E. Raker, 
Wnehin ... ·ton, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Being one of the California members of the House committee 
on Public Landa, I wish to call your attention to certain matters re-
lative to House Bill No. 10587 "A Bill Granting the City of San Diego 
the Right to Flood Certain Indian Lands. 11 

If you remember the hearing before the Puplic Lande Committe 
one member (yourself, I think) asked Ur. COsgrove the representative 
of the city of San Diego, if the contemplated d ~ t El Capitan Dam 
Site would affect the Cuyamaca Water Company's system. Yr. Cosgrove 
said in substance that it would not, that the city did not uish to 
damage the Cuyamaca Water Company's system and that "We have no idea 
of starting any litigation against them.n (Proceedings, page 74 et seq) 
The Cuyamaca Water Company agreed to withdraw any opposition to the 
said bill if the city of San Diego would agree not to interfere with 
the future development of the Cuyamaoa Water Company. This Mr. 
Cosgrove agreed to, according to the papers. Mr. Cosgrove then, as 
we are advised in the public press, wired the San Diego council not 
to meet Mr. Fletcher as they had him e ten~ and not to enter into 
any agreement with him. Various Councilmen immediately rushed into 
print ·9i th intervie\'IS in 'vhich injunction suits were threatened if 
any one attempted development on the San Diego River above El Ca.pi tan. 

Up to this time the citizens of La Mesa and El Cajon and the 
country supplied by the Cuyamaca Water Company had taken no part in 
the matter; as the building of the El Capitan Dam would not affect us 
so long ae the dams above Capitan could be built. We have since learned 
tbe.t one member of the La Mesa Board immediately after he had voted to 
remain neutral in the matter ~ired Mr. Kettner that La Mesa wes red hot 
for the bill, whiCh is not and never ~  in accordance ~th the facts. 
This Board then asked for a conference with the Common Council of San 
Diego and asked for a definite expression of the City's attitude in the 
matter. The conference was held and all the council present expressed 
themselves as wi+ling to abide by .Mr. Cosgrove's promise. TI1ey then on 
motion of Ur. Bard took the matter under advisement to furnish us with 
a written answer at an early date. We are still waiting the answer. 
Three days later Mr. Bard left for Washington and has, a ccording to the 
San Diego newspapers, and information from our representative in Wash-
ington, been nmoving heaven and earth to get the bill passed at once". 

The city of La. }!esa, El Cajon and surrounding country are bi ttel" 
ly opposed to passage of House bill #10587 until the city of San Diego 
gives us reasonable legal assurance that there will be no interference 
with the development of water in the San Diego River above ElCapitan Dam 
site by present owners or their euooessore. This is our only source ·of 
gravity water, while the City has n~ero  other undeveloped locations. 

Thanking you for your consideration, I am, 

(Copy- WA:S) 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed J. H. Mallery 

President Board of Trustees of 
La Mesa, Calif. 



Jun 0, 19 8. 

Dr. J. H. Mall ry, 
Pres dent Board of r tee ~ 
Lt es ) Ca if. 

y deo.r Dr. llery: 

n~~t tion  on your fine 

letter to ~ er nd Kettner! You oculd not have 

put t i!t bette form. 

on' t -ergs t to 1·1nke 

ay for o ~rnor Stephens . 
. 

edne r~  a re lc t er 
• 

~~e sl e.llbe tll ' re 

·.1 th bell on, about four o ,. c ook. 

Y. urs very tru y J 

:r. . 



Ed Fletcher Papers

1870-1955

MSS.81

Box: 17 Folder: 5

General Correspondence - Mallery, J.H.

Copyright: UC Regents

Use: This work is available from the UC San Diego Libraries. This digital copy of
the work is intended to support research, teaching, and private study.

Constraints: This work is protected by the U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.).
Use of this work beyond that allowed by "fair use" requires written permission of
the UC Regents. Permission may be obtained from the UC SanDiego Libraries
department having custody of the work (http://libraries.ucsd.edu/collections/mscl/).
Responsibility for obtaining permissions and any use and distribution of this work
rests exclusively with the user and not the UC San Diego Libraries.


	mss81_r17_f05_038
	mss81_r17_f05_039
	mss81_r17_f05_040
	mss81_r17_f05_041
	mss81_r17_f05_042
	mss81_r17_f05_043
	mss81_r17_f05_044

