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O~~er to EX~ 
SUbject: KcKe1vey House. Uurray Hill 

. 
ur. Pl.etcher: Judge :Bdward Keating authorizes ma to IIIAA 

:following offer on KcKe1 -.ey house: 
. 

Keating owne, :tree and clear. 18 aorea af' 1ancl on Sta~e Highway. 
lying in a wedge shaped piece between Judson and Bobinao~ homee, · 
just this side ot ~nel Hill. .You will recall the piece when I 

I • remind you that you aecu~ed highway right ot wa.y from Kea·ting tor 
State Highway. The 1and is splendid, being nice slope and in a 
high1y developed section. The big houaea close to it give it · 
an undoub tadly good ahalmce to be sold to high olaas buyer~ It 
you go 'out tbat way you cari tell it because it ·ie all uncul ti vqted, . 
making distinct boundaries where it adjoins Judson and Robinson land • . 

.. 
Keating otters to exchange it, :tree and clear, :tor lloXelfty, :tree 
and clear. .He agrees to pay 2 1/2 per cent commission. _ 

On llrs. KcKelvey'·a valuation ot $5500. this seems a low otter: 
• 

but you know that it woUld be an impossibility to get any such money 
:tor her house and land. The place could be duplicated in San Diego 
on a lot in good location :tor $3500. 1 provided it~ put 1nto . ~irst­
et1as condition. · It's trade val.ue here wouJ.d not be over $4000. It 
waLI.d require $250. at ].east to put the house in as good shape as it· 
was when new, and more than ~t it" a new root is required. The garage· 
root is entirely gone. 

• 

As to :tuture price she may get, you know more about the future 
than I do. so I will not need to discuss ~t. Eut I know that the . . . 
house wlll have depreciated into no valuation at aJ..l it lett -vacant 
as it now 1a unleas it is painted and kept in repair. It is a smaJ.l 
house • as you know. with two bedrooms 1 dining " om, kitchen, hall, and 
bathroom --- a five-room bungalow~ 

c. 0. Gra-ves and others around :Bostonia hold such land as Keating' 
at $300. per acre. which ·woUld make Keating's 18 acres worth $5400. ~1~~:tf.~ • .-:J 
O:t course this is too high, we know 1 t 1&, but not much higher, 1li my ·::-..:..· '-'·lo'C"" 

estimation, than Hrs. McKelvey's at $5500. Peraona1ly I would rather · 
take chances on getting the money tor Keating' a, on account· o:t the Judso 
and Robins9n improftments, the State Highway, etc. I consider Keating' 

~~--r,9J, 

place wor~ al::out $200. an acre, or $3600. tor the lB acres. ~ ... ~~s~bi~~ -
Perhap Keating woUld stand tor a return otter tor him to pa,: 

some difference, payable in mortgage or monthly-. You .know Jlre. 
llcKe1 y and I do not, so you are in better pooition t~ talk to 
Keating than I am. I know he wants the place, and tliat he plane to ·~.:-r ~~~~il.~J 
move his w1:te out there 11 -rhe gets it. Jla)'be he wanw to get her 
farther out ot town :tor questionable purposes, the Lord. knowe 
An 7 h ha ma4 real, honeet•to-goodneas otter. +'PI'Itft 

'("• t 

• 

d th hi h ~lateau of land on far Nort~~rn Mr. Fletcher: If 1 owne le this side ot Sa.n Diego River watershed, 
boundary of~"s" Traoitio~ sl~~~ - v~lues about ten times by cleveloning 
l would oervainly mu P Y . ~w e ·e of rough mountainous lan~ 
it alopg linea addpte~1~~r~;~~m F~s~dena~ Through ~~anting eucalyptus 
~lc~s a~d acros~ithe 1 fall drainage bottoms, washes, creek .beda ,etc. 
a~~ ~~h~r t~~:sanno~~e~w1ee unattractive anu bnrr~n country 1nlo a 
i!hey ave m ' . Will . OW rGO.d·1ly alC\ng o.ll the long cuts n 
pe~uty spot_. . 'lreea . ~aint'all drainage, a.nd will make tbo.t 
the ._ la.n~ ur . the~e m~de by . · e. such a.r. it.\r e etccnt uou1d not be · 
a WYonderful region ~n tl'le fu~~g land wbict- \Vill otr.er\fise ne ver 
he~y-y, al)d would ~eanr1o~v:rootintry bome section, a.t desirable 
b~ utilized, into as ~ outside San Dieeo. · It would ce 
altitude, as ~here willibei with big futur8 returns ~or you or an investment, 1n .my on non, 
. your_ ohildr~~. :. , 

- . · ··t "a.ving Adam Nick or some c.ne else "nlA.nt a nuracry 
~ augges ~ t ki na.yment in lanu rental or deedad 

and care tor . lt • Jrnox~rol "'·~y ~~on ~ontraot ror lam he now bas 
acera.ge ---Hick oou .. ~~ ... nAs u ... ·~ i;- ~- fO .. ·,.,ld. t.:. ; .. ··, get a 
under o'Ption. ..h~n, .. h u ... rk tting them out ,utt~.n g fiber or 
fe1 labor~rs ~ to s~end a wee ae . ' . . 

· ~ to kee~ off ra.bbita. Then ·let t~em 
other protector a.rouncl e.L:o~l!~~:d alone: water draina.e,e ooure~e only, shift for themselves. L •u 
you will get ~raotioally 100 % resul~s. 

. 
lf you will go ur 

my· ~oint · very clearly. 
sort ot . land oome into 

.. 

there \Yith me, ! 
It is ·certainly 

high value. 
' 

believe ~ can s~ow you 
the only way to make t~at 

Hoff lund 
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l.tr. ~letcher: 

The well at ~linn Sprln~ ~as caved in under the engine 

bouse, and must be fixed bv a 11 di 
~ we gger. Ir the old fellow taking 

care or the property for ~autman tries fixing it, he will either kill 

. ( -
C-~' I 

41maelf, or do a job which will mean more work later on to clean 

ell. Tbe cement flooring ot pump ~ouse is without auprort in a 
out tbe 

large 

area until ~ell is prorerly ourbeu over caved section and earth filled 

in and J"acked under bouse. ~~q_c,.~--.~+.,t::-, _~~ tlo--.f '-- ~<-- &-C. 
.._ G{C:L.-t.tf v- t t-"", _, . 

'L'be high water was too much tor outlet gate at dam, and overflowed 

both sides, cutting under sidewalk u~ to the bath house. No serious harm 

done, but 1 believe future trouble will be averted if boards are ~ut u~ on 

both aides of dam so t~at water runs direo~ly over taoe when a tlood 

which ia too much ror the outlet gate and npillway J"il"e comes along. 

u~rer dam also needs boards on aides. 

carstaker for Kaufman tells me he expects Kaufman back ttis 

stnrener to operate resort. I believe Kaufman ~lana to winter a lot 

ot tis animals tbere next winter. It does not look like a good . 

proposition to me. T~a.1n1ng bears and liors does not l!armonize 

~ro~erly with a resort wbere obildren and women are vacationing. 

The caretakers seem to be wortby people and doing their beat, but 

no etrort ia made to get patronage. 1 have two parties figuring on 

loasing at $7c. a month ~or tirat year and $100. for next tour; but 
• 

1 can not go rar with tbem if there is any chance tbat Kautman is not 

going to leave. And l believe be will make a tight to retain bis 

lease. !t ia an ideal grove and swimming pool tor bis bears and 

1 t art r Flease notitv me definitely if 
otter animals, as a. w n er qu e a. ~ 

d itb Y artiea o~enly negotiating tor lease 
you wa.nt me to go abea w m .T' · r 

~bile Kautman still bolda loase. Hottlund. 
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Mr. ~letcher: - Ada Ni k b m o can e either oloaed u~ on an o~tional deal, 

provided you meot the following ~roposition, orx he Will, I think, buy 

t~e McGraw place, which has been offered to him at leas than $100. ner 

acre, including improvements. I hate to lose him because 1 honestly 

believe that his en~rgetic performances are a big hal~ to the entire 

Flinn Springs Tract. I call your att t1 en on, also, to tr.e fact t~at 

Oleaon, propr,etor ot Saddlerock Grill on Fourth St., juat bought 40 

acres ot cleared grain land about 10no feet otr the highway, in El 

Monte portion or Flinn Springe, ma~ aoroaa State Eighway from Fletcher-
. 

~ister property, tor 6 3E. an acre. 1 think b 11 t tb t 6 2 
. 'i my e e a "1 E • an acre 

· trom Niok is a good prioe, is justified. 

Nick will pay $126. an aore provided he buys land within aot~al 

boundaries of prororty only, not paying for any land in streets. He 
• 

agrees within year's option to clear lnnd (worth about E dollars an acre 

to clear) and to have all plouglletl and under cultivation. u,on T'ayment 

ot $~on. by him within one year he has option to take u~ contract at 

$200. or more annually, at P ~' as per contract you ea.lcl ae agreeable 
-

to you provided it wao made an option un to time of first $2nn. ~ayment. 

It is imposoible to oonvince him in regard to area in streets. Ee 

has meaaurau and computed net area, and says that he oa.n not afford to 

pay for land not under h13 own use. You can see what I am u~ against 

with him. Be is a hard worker, and to b1m the idea ot raying ror halt 

a road ho will never use oeema uncalled tor. 
. 

. Lt is simply a proposition ot whether you want to oell nt 12~. 

an aore, net land, or not. I tb1nk the prioa good and know that Ulok 

will rultill tbe oontraot. Horrlund. 

MUST KNOW TODAY • 

• 
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Lif'~lce, 
Ua.r. 2E. 
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~. Flatcber : B. A. cornelius was in at noon today, in regard to 

bounaa.ry settlement o~ line between his ranch and. south line or"s" 
'l'ract . l tovit biro to your houae so tlla.t ne could l"lave a talk with 

you on ·11ay dttwn to the santa Fe, but you had left just before I a.rr1ved. 

Cttrneliua soema a.nxioua to adjust matter if JlOsaible without 

furtbar· surveying o.r court exl"enae. lie says that ranchers between 

bim and ~1 Cajon wbose ranches run to the grant line (South line or 

"s" Tract) diaT'ute the location of' line aa now established. 

• 'lhy would it not be a good OTlportunity to sell Cornelius a. 

piece of land from "s" Tract, adjoining disT'uted boundary? He is in 

'bettor !1osition to use t:his land than any one else, because be a.lreo.dy 

o·r.vna pra.otica.lly tlle entire valley bottom. I believe I could interest 

him in a purchase if same waa made to include a portion or the diaT'uted 

strip free, by way or boundary aettlement. lie seems to ha.ve money. 

l tave agreed to write him at once in regard to an a~rointment 

~1tb you. lie made the trll"' . earecia.lly to see you, and is very 

anxious to get the raa.tter aettleLi. Be would like to lease adjoining 

land f'rc.m you, but if you can make a. sa.l~, ttrougb giving him a good 

and liberal boundary settlement, it seams to me Iik'e a legitimate and 

o~~ortune time to do business tbrough a sale. Bow about it? 

lloftlund 

• 

.~r . F let ~her: Joe iJa lle r 1 a offer for P. lack Eia.!rto'lj Coal Co. 

BO ncrras is ~50. rer acre, or ~·4oco. far the: r~iece. ~ZCoGO. 

cash, ~·2000 . nttg . at 7~" Z years. Five 1-cr cent(~200.) co::tr1 isaion 

to you. 

I am offered ~?5 . per acre for th~ 40 . acres of this J..iecB ,,._rhich 

lies Fast of the rai lroaJ, between railroad a!'li road. to p·a·•:ley' s 

cor1er on :O.ostonia J.:oa.i . 'fl.,at. is r3000 . for ~al:f t,e f4CCC. 

fTOJ..erty . Terms !2cc. cash, ~lOOC. in 90 iays 1 f~co. 1--er vc:a.r ;- .;r 

two years at ?'(. 1'uyers are Italian vi r1Sya!-1it;ts, vhc ·4,rill t-l~l'lt 

vine yari at o.:1ce . 

'Ihis would leave the 40 acres '"'est of rai lroa :i 1 ·:hich r·,.;.'!s 

only on lower slops of t"err.esa . At a ~et }:.rice for -t. ~e e-1ti-:-e ec 
acres of ~38CG . ( ~4000 . less your corr .. JU:!.ssion) this 4C wculi· cost 

~800 . when you figure the ~30CO . .. ric:~ secure.i for t~c othE:r 4C • 

The 1-rofi t on this leal is e d, if you ca:1 fet the 'Pla:l~ l1ia:r.cn..i 

feo J.J le to se 11 to you at l~380C . nld t , or to 1.!4e or scnre o th~ r 

buyer at ~4000 . and. taJ..e corhmiscion, theTl have me s~ll to 

my ~eo:t:le the 40 at 4':-:>ooo . 

1~yo e ~i ller "·rould make this Jeal, buyine as f:er ,t:reoent 

arran@eme"lt anj se1line off a 4q, r.ayiY'lf! cornmission. ~e could. 

get two oommissions this vay. If vo u jo "lO ~. c-are to .,...an:i le t ,e .. 
ieal yourself shall I try t"lis out? 

I can assure you t~a t yo u are i n ~o v:e.J .louh1~-cror; .. inr 

:.a lle r 1 for • as you k ~O\' , I ,ave wo rkeJ ":a r:i o., t '-~1 ~ 1 i e e. I 

want to make aozrethine on it if 1 can . Yuu \'i 11 reca.ll tna+ 
when I ~ut it Uf to ~iller, ~er vour i~A truc io~s, t~e lowe~ · 
1-rice you \\'ouli !rake was ~~C to ?4?r.. } .. cr acre . 1 '10Ul:i ,ave .r je 
a good cloa"\Ul~ for us lonl aro ~a.:l 1 l:"lo•::., ~'10 . a11 acre ·:o,J l:l 
take it . The vJhole questio"1 1o~.r is , what iA t"'le Lll·I·er t.C acrt!s 
worth? It looks c~eaJ .. e1oU[rh ~o rre a+ t~e teoo. :l tj' :lc 1 '~ul~~ va e 
it at, 



• 

~IT.VA DF.AT, 

~r. Flet~her: .The ~ilva boys offer to take a minimum of ten acres 

of the land. Fa.st of F.l Capltan ~chool at t100. per acre. Of .this they 

will pay ~ 25 cash to make a contract; they will dig a we 11 fifty 

feet deep for ~350, or 50 feet deep for t450. They 1-.ave nade a 

f 'ror;osi tion at ts per ft. for first 10 feet, then ~1. per ft 

aided every ten feet, whi·oh would be ~so. for first ten ft; ~60 

for next ten ft; f?O. for next ten;. etc. . They furnish po"'uer; you 

furnish curbing and they install 1 t . They will dig a we 11 on that 

piece East of :Elossom within the next four months am apply on 

land contract. 

I will take Rtl!:lsey O!lt 1 measure the land, a.nd. at same time 

locate ~~ipeline on Froehlich vineyard tract f'or Gerache. 

Do yo1.1 want reservation for road next to F.l Capitan school or at 

east li !~ cf tract? How wide a road? Ten acres takes in co~sider-

able mou.'ltai n land 1 steep bluff. Do you care hov1 line runs on this 

mountainside? 

Z:!:e ~ilvas CU'-ree to diF well a :td clear tl1e piece they are getting, 

They will pay ~lance of cont ract in mtg. or labor. You mav want 
" 

laterals drilled, and they can do that work. They say they can dave lop 

over ten inches of water. 

Tne thin~ to do is to guarantee ~150. per year minimum to 

electric con1I;any, s::ret line right in, and be ready to pump the new 
. 

"ltell at once. You can get a good tenant the minute · well and pump 

are rea·iy. 

Hoff.lund 

• 

• 

• p 
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WAKF.HA!' RANCH DEAT, 

Mr •. Fletcher: The Wakeham ranch, 180 acres, has. about 30 to 40 

acres of silt land that occasionally raises a g ooi bean crop. If 
) 

1 could get him a long lease, without danger of sale, I believe I 

could .get Springstead to put in pumping equip~ nt there and t'arm 

that to crops peculiarly adapted to the silt, which is U.."'lUsua.lly 
/ · 

fine and powdery on this ranoh. It would mean developme~t which 

would ultimately make this land. come tack nearer to value. 

You paid $2? ,ooo. f .or this 160. The amount of' land in the 

n~ river ohanne 1 is simply appalling. I would like to try out 

something to bring back as much of it as possible, and. with 

a nan like Springstead I can see a chance to .make good. If" he 

gets the present good land Ui"l:ler .irrigatio!l he can be induced .. 
lat·e r to tackle portio~e of the bottom in the river tmt are 

tillable. In this way the property can be brought back to 'best · 

possible shape. I u~erstand there is a big mortgage there. 
. 

To make this dea11 I would have to give him every advantage as 

to rental, as he puts up all money for deve~opinB water 1 etc. T,et 

thi a .Proposition come from hiiJL. I will take him up there ~t. or 

Sunday, when I go up to see Beers. 

t,ets go thoroughly into this ranch now, and if you want to ~ 

tim work toward reclaiming it as rapidly a ;s possible lets start in 

on a deal that will do the work. To sell i!lh'Uediately would entail 

a bigger loss than I would take if 1 t were min·e. The cmncee to 

mke it worth mo .re in thia deal are too g.ood. to lose. 

Vlhy not sell the lumber in that big barn U!J there while lumber 

is high? It is way out of proportion for the siv e of the property, 
Hoff lund 
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