
CA R N EGI E INSTITUTION O F WA S HINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF TERRESTRIAL M AG N ETISM 

5 241 BRO AD BRANCH ROAD, N . W . 

WASHINGTON , D . C . 



/ 

Dr . :". Tuve 

Hotel ICing ' s Crown 
420 West lloth Street 
1.1e·r York City 

!mrch 22nd, 19:39 

Carnegie Institute of Terrestrial Magnetism 
5241 Broad Branch Road 
·vash ingt on, D.C. 

Dear 1uve:-

I told ~eroi of the conversation which we had in 'ashington . 

I also raised the question whether he would see much adv~~tagc in 

your using some private funds, which I believe we could find for 

you if necessary, instead of the Navy funds. Since the Navy funds 

have already been offered to you ermi seems to think that you 

might as well use those for the present . He asked me to send you 

a copy of his paper which you will find enclosed for your inform

ation as well ae for Hafstaadt's and Reydenburg's. 

I have telephoned to the Radium Chemical Co. and asked them 

if we could have another gram of radium for a minimum period of 

one month to be used by your group at lashington . Their reaction 

was so fa.r favorable, and they cabled at my request to Brussels 

in order to ask for a. permission . I expect a telephone call from 

them in the next few days and will let you know as soon as I hear 

:from them. 

I have also telephoned to the Beryllium Corporation, but 

so far I did not succeed in Jetting hold of anybody to whom I 

could talk sense . I shall try again to- morrow. 



- , -

I shall keep you informe as to how things develop. At present 

we a re tryln to ind out the best donui tions for the Rche'l'1ica.l n 

experiment. 

If you want uran ium oxide you can et it in ten pound pack

ages from$ 2 . 5 to% 2 .?0; uraniu .. of Belgian origin from :3.5. 

Drakenfeld, 45 Park Pl ace, ~cw York City, and uraniu of Canadian 

origin from Du Pont de Te · ours., The 'R. a'ld : • Chemical Department, 

Emp ire State ;:uilding; Hew York City. 

Following your sugoestion that r a re earth contamination might 

be inportant, we are going to test dif erent sanples for such con

taminations and shall write you the results. 

~ith kind regards to all, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Leo Gzilard) 

P .S. Perhaps before you definitely comnit yourself to rent one 

gram of radium you mieht wish to reconsider whether you ct not 

do the same experiments equal l y well with deuteron- carbon neut

rons. l.!aybe we ca.n have another talk on this subject in a fort

night or so~ Dy then it will be poosible to see clearly ~hat ex

periments are most urgently needed to cor.1plete the p icture . 



UNDER 
KNOTT MANAGEMENT 

TELEPHONE 

UNIVEI'<SITY 4-2700 

420 WEST IIG.,.~STREET 

NEW YORK 

C I' f' r ~I I I C ( L I 'I HI r\ l '-I\ I R "-I I ~ 

!furch 24th, 1 39 

Dear Tuve:-

The Bcrylliu 0orporation, ~~1ith iho. 

I cst·blished contacts at last, can o1ly sup-

>ly beryJ.l iun "'l!1.kes . Th C! is very unst tis-

f<ctory. 7.hey s id t hey could et fro Ge 

any berylliu"'l plates about 1" by 1 11 in about 

four to six 7eeks. ~nese plates a~e 1/Bth of 

an inch hieh, and they charue % 13. 50 for 

m: ch. 7his see'"'ls to . e hardly orth "Fhile. 

I could erhapo et c bcr~•lliun locli: 

,..,, ich is similar to mine n ·hich elon-->s to 

a friend o mine in ~n~l nd . I could t~y d 

cable for it if you ish me to do so. 

"ith kind re._.e.rds to ~1 , 

ours since ely, 

(Leo vZilard) 

PLAN TO VISIT N£W YORK WORLD'S f"AIR 1939 
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