
-"' . ... . 
·I~ersoll,~ o~ th& In8eraoll B1stor~o~ .. leC?t1o.~,: ··· 
work or p;J.ann1Jl8 the . nam1 ng :: of- · streets ime\) roida 1ft ...... _..;.:;· .. ,;·~~t~~~~r~~~~~ 
f!~Ubdivieions . and colori1zat1on projects, ~SJ"in& Qapectiil .~ 
attention to su1tabl:"e,,h1stor1cal commemoration relati 
to ~e proJect imde~ ~ •. ~ · a~d1 t1_on · ~o tl:i1rtY,.-t1v$ 
years of colle·ctlon of· .cal1forn1ana:'on ·Jir~ . Ingersoll ' '{s 
_part we have :a: c~lllP1la. ion ·or ··~ames which ~d~s . ~~~tly ·~ 
1n preve;nt~ dupllcaj;1~ns ·in -~e same .terr,i:to%'1 .a:nti a : 
method of turning the naming. _plan·. to consld'erable. advan 

~·~ t~e in sec~ing _p~bl1o1tY.• . · ·. · ~ _ -. ·.. .· :. . . ··' 
. .. -. . Thi.a ~rk sav;s !. ~h~·· de~elopment wo~k . a s;eS:t. ~~~~~1~11 
of annoyance. ·, · ~t make~ ·r~r ·p,~~enoe. 1n est,abl1sb1~·-,. 
11:am.es and -returns . value in o.ther · w,qa~:-. ·ll'e · Wish .to Uriq.er-
take this in ~e santa _ Fe · devel~pment·work · arid at· the · ~ ~~~§~~~ 
right t~e ~o 'Place .our pl.~ betor~ . you 1t ~you ·-:have :tbta~ ;. ~ 

: ·~in charge • .. ~ add1t~~n· to· ~ll:l" . kno""l~~e o~· san · D~ego, l .. •· .~~~~l~l1E~;~ 
.. County .I ha~pen to have .:be.en ·railroad -r .epor.ter on '.ropek:a, 

. Xan s~s. »a:pers 'tor sev~¥ Y.~ar.a, .:and -then liaa occasion · 
to b~ecome a~qua1nte4 · nth>S~t~ .F.. :~at()cy ·arid men; · · 
that I am able to .further c~!Jllll_eJ;DO~ati ve n'anit-ng, · · tli!' ~'"':~~.:.:. respect . . .... tf .' • • ,.··· ••. 

~~~~·~~~~~~·,·=-~~~b,.~. ~~,~~~··~~~§~~W~}~~~~~~ 

~ftt.J:~~L~~~.~ 

' r, I ,"'• • , ~. . JIEMORANDUU FOR COL. ED FLETCHER 
.; re __ V/ater rights of City 9f San 
Dieso. c 1258 

. • I I 

· Between the City of Sail Diego and the e.Sri'cultural or 
• • .. t 

• • 
ex-Miss.i on lands, it is evident. that the latter aDa. not the · 

• • . . 
ity or its predesceasors bas ·always controlled the water of 

~ 

I - • 

San. Diego River~- ; 'This is shown by the following facts: 
. 
t • • ' . ., 

. . 
san Diego was established as a presidio in 1769, 

at that ·time the W.asion was established with recognized . ' 
' . rights-as to agriculture and ita necessary water. Father z. 

Engelllardt sa~ in. his 
o I 

• 

·54):·. ·"It was Fr. Luis 
' 

loca 1 his tor·:v: of San Diego Mia si on ( p. · 
. .. 

Jayma who in a letter formally proposed 

to Fr. Serra the ranoVa.l of the entire mission, converts and . . . ' . ' ' 
· missionaries to another site. His reason was two-fold, the . . . 

• .. 't '( • • .. scarcity of w~ter and the proximity of the military camp." . 
• 

, ·The ietter of Father ja:yme shows this clearly. 

-~·· : The y:'isaion was accordingly moved up the river in 
• .~ l 

· AU:gust, l774. · The dam acrpas the water BtlPPlY was built ~d 
' . . ~ there was never any quest\ an as to the right of the Mission to . . ' . .. . , .. 

~~1~,1~~4,l1~.9on tr ol this . water • ·;·. ~ :I ·:: · · · , 
• 

' ·.'. {~·:· That this was ~coeptad by the mil! tary was shown by 

.. 

;~~~;;;~ ... ·-~; . . 
, ...... ...,~. the fact ' that ;they turped :to another water shed for 1heir sgri-

<II - .. • 

.·oul.turai ' needs. Wi·lllam E· smythe says in his History of san 
;1;',-r ~oll'!l'.'J::'I'<'P.! ·, . _, 

~~.ttr:-:.:1..: ·. ;.' (Vol · 1· ·. p .·. 100). ...The ·fine upper valleY of the san Di-..... ·~ ego . r: • , • • .. • . 
• I • 

~~· wtth t~~ E1 oajori ~~s ~onopolized by the ~salon Fathers; 
, . 

hello , the mi~1tai7 Were oompeUed to ·.look elsewhere for their 
graliill6 Bn!l far~ll!g lands .... The Soledad, twelve miles up the 

:[~J~~~~~~ "· ~~· tr~e.t•4 as the ·oo~ns of the sen Diego mil! tar;r . 

• I 

. . 

• 

• 



• 

I 

establishment • . and, later.· o~ the Pueblo." 

says, the Presidio was Without settlers, but expeoted ultima~ely 

to become a pres~dio. 
The PUeblo of san D~ego was organized Deoemher 21 1 1834• \ . - . .,,, --· 

. but did not acquire any exclusive or speoial water rights or . 
, :privileges. The pueblo lands were not surveyed unt11 1845, 

when the boundaries of the lands assigned to th~ pueblo wer 

marked out 11nd er the superintendence of santiago .Arguello; the 

sub-prefect, ani the two alcades of the town. A ~p from 1hi s · 

survey was prepared· by Capt. Henry D. Fi tqli, and the s:urv&y ~d 

map were submitted tQ Governor Pio Pi co and ful.y approve~. . No 
I 

exclusive or special water rights were the,n acquired up the 

river, according to the report on this survey 9f the cc;Hmn'tssion-
• 

er of the G~neral Land Office dated December 17, 1870. • 
. 

Santiago Arguello is 1h.e same man to whqm the ex-:-M;ssion . 
' ( . ' 

of San Diego, "together with all the appurtenances found and known _,.,.~ ..... ~ ;.'.J;~~'~":r.:;~~?: ·' 
. at the t ~ e.s belonging to it" (according to the deed) was spld . . - . 

in 1846. · He aJ.so purchased other and adjoining ranch land·s; ' if 

his purchase had been deprived of water rights by the pueblo 

vey which he himsel:f superintended he . would certainly have ..D...I.oL"' 
I ' 

it. • 

Apparently this does not appear on testimony of th 
• 1 

City of sen Diego~ for on February 14, 1853, the City, b7 the ,~ .... , ..... ~'"'· .... '!!\,,U 

a pat! tion for confirmation of the claims 9f the City t .o 1he pueblo \ . 
. 

lB.nds "as delineated and ilaa·aribed on the map pr eparact o 
hicb. map accompanied the pet·ition" .·.""...,~,·.:-.~"·"'~ 

With the petition also .were depositions ·of santiago Ar-
gue~~o~ and of Jose Matias Moreno as to the survey of 1845. 

·under instructions from the United states surveyor Gen-

. eral .o'f. CaJ.~fornia a survey was made of the pueblo lands of the 
• 

·· City ~f San ~ieg~ in July, 1858, by John c. Hays. ' It was based 

on the Fitch map, but '\'iSS found · not to cover a o large an area as 

the .Argue+lo survey. This survey was approved by . the surveyor 
. 

Genera~ December 4, ~~~~. Patent was accordingly issued to the 

Oi;ty on April 1, 1874. · . • . . . 
Lieute:nant E. o .. c. Ord (who, I believe, -ras himself a 

surveyor); Third Ar.tillery, U:·S.A., examined the, san Diego w.a-
sion a?d . its lands ·and made a report dated November 6, 1849, to . . 
Yaj or A. R. s. ~an by on San .Diego. (Old Tom) and the Mission in 

• 

Wh~ch he refers · ~o the establiahe'!-. irrigation rights even though 

the tllwn w~s located on the river; He said in. this report: . 

"There is still in good preervation an aqueduct l .eading from the . 
' . 

..~ •, r~1nning water in the hills t~ the Mission, which with a little 
. 

. more oar~ . would supply water for irriga. ti on to ihe whole valley. n 

Lieutenant Ord did not find that the town had pre-empted any 
... 

rignts. on the water• ' I I 

~~ter was . hauled from the river only intermittently and 
• 

' 
.i~::r!.;P.f; b.eoause it was there. When the new oi t y was established there 

. . 
was a diaouasion as to wel.ls rather than of up-river supply; a 

~-.. ~:..~· ll for artesian water was Sunk in the 01 ty in 18'71 and the . . 
A. E. Bor.ton was e. very 

• • 
keen observer of ~~ty r~hts and privileges, and nothing ap-. . 

pears in his · statemsnts to -show that he found; oi ty rights to. 1he 
. . 

-river wat.er. The '11 tigati on fol_lowing the purchase in 

• 

• 



• 
1867 may have brought out something about water rights; 

this ww.ld tend to show that it was not considered that 

had a ey such alleged rights. 

- -
• 

The descendants of Santiago Arguello may have somethi~g 
. 

of value referring to this • . His granddaughters were Mrs. A. · H. 
• • • 

Wile ox and :r.trs. William B. Couts, in San Diego 1 and ~s grandson;· . .,., ..... , .. ,po;,."'··· 

Francisco A.rgnal.lo, lived on the old ranch at Tijuana in 1906, 

and if he is not still alive some of his family must be · there. . . 
. - - -. . 

some of the books end documents 
. ' 

• 

. . . 

. . 
' this question e.re: 

~ . . 
. 
Report of the Commissioner of 

of December 17, 1870. 

Executive Document #47, 31st Congress,. let 
• • •• 

Senate (Report of• the Secretary C?f ~ ar·)- · 
• 

Es~cri turas S'!tel tas. co;Llecti on ·of ~paniah documents 

ani letters in the archives of the ..tJishop ·of san Francisco. . ' . . . . . 
- • .. I • 

~ather Zepbyrin Engelbardt's History of ~e-Missions . . . .. 
• 

of California, yol. IV., and his (New s~ries) ijlatory of.~an 
• 

ego ills s1 on ( one volume ) • 
' William E" smYthe I a HiS tory 

Pio Pioo Docrumento·a, 11. · 
• 

Bancroft collection Sta.Barb. 

· menta (pp.97-99}. 

1926. 

"'~~ .... 

' . 

Original sent to Sanders • 

Col. Ed Fletcher. 
S~ Diego, Calif • 

Dear Col. Fletcher: 

508 nolden Street, 
Los Angela s 1 Calif. 1 

January 91 192 5. 

If my conception as to the question involved 
as to water rights is correct the inclosed brief 
may contain some information of interest to you. 
However, it has been very quiakly prepared and I have 
had no opportunity to examine the city's argument be-
f are the Land C ommis a i one r or the li ti ga. ti on in 1869, 
both of which should have some information on this if 
the city's present contention has any merit. 

santiago Arguello certainly would have known if 
the city acquired any water rights up the river, and he 
would have referred to this fact--furthermor.e, he would 
not have acquired agricultural lands bereft of water 
rights--but I am unable to find the slightest reference 
or indication that \there was anything of the kind. The 
land and water rights of the city were threshed out in 
the hearing and consideration on the pueblo lands prior 
to the issuance of patent thereon; an examination of 
all this mtter will show whether the city has a. leg to 
stand on. I don't see that it has, not even a toehold. 

If I have gone on the wrong lead or you \·;ant any 
other data., please let me knaN and I will be very gle.d to 
dig out whatever I can. 

very truly yours, 

GID. B. HA..lffiiSOU 

GBH:H 

•' 
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