
Dr. B. Ephrussi 
Instl. tut de Biologie 
Paris, france 

Dea.r Dr. Ephrusd: 

1155 East 57th Str~et 
Chica~o 27, Illinois 
Octob er 51, 19b0 

•nclosed you will f ind tvvo munuscri pts on t . e cl:.emost&.t 

which are at pres ent in !)rint . I shedl send you some blue-

_:)rints of t he new model and some other data on the new ga dget 

as soon a a I can e;et t h em together . 

It was very nice having you ·.d th us in Chicago , even 

thou6h yo ur visit was short. Give my kind rega rds to your 

wifa. We were very much impressed with her results . 

Sincerely yours , 

Leo Szilard 
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UNIVERSITE: DE PARIS 

FACU LT E D E S SC I E NCES 
February 4, 1952 

LABORATOIRE DE GENETI Q U E 

13. Ru E P IE RR E CU RIE. P ARIS v · 

TE:L. : coltoN 16-40 

Dear Szilard : 

You must have considered it very t ac tle ss on our yart not 
to have wri tten to you about the outcome of our Chicago talks, 
after all the precious hours you gave us. Well, surprisingly 
enough, the whole busine s's collapsed t The reavon I have not written 
earlier is that I kept hoping th~t I will soon unders t and whz it 
collapsed . However, two a.nd a ha.lf mo:t'lthb hC:t.Ve now pd.s sed, ctnd 
ue still do not undcr~tand . 

After seeing you in Chicago, we consulted several people in 
the East, saw the f&I'Il in question, and, a.s .. a. result of all this, 
arrived at a favorable impression. We did not doubt that an offer 
was forthcomin6 and that we will accept it. However, just before 
leaving New York, and ~~ I could convey to the trustees the 
favorable impression of all the talks and visitr which ~h~I had 
promptea me to undertake .(at the meeting held the next day after 
we saw you last), I was ~nformed that no offer would be made to me. 
Both Beadle and Sonneborn were most surprised at this turn of 1 .. 

events, and ever sinve are trying, without any success, to find out 
what happened in the minds of the trustees. In fact, their letters 
remain without answer. 

We were of course extremely desappointed. In many ways, it was 
a very attractive proposition. Besides, on our return to Paris, we 
found that the situation here had further deteriorated, on the 
moral level. This only strenghtens our desire to get out of here. 
Several of my friends in the USA are informed about this desire. 
Itmay, however, be difficult to find a job which will sound to me 
sufficiently attractive: I am very anxious to have as little tea­
ching and administration as possible, and anxious a~so, of course, 
to find a place where Harriett could also work , either on a S<r.o..iary 
or on some sort of subsidy. On the whole , I would prefer a researc~ 
institution to a UniTersi ty. 

May I ~sk you to keep us in mind when y ou hear of openings 
which, in your opinion, would suit us? And what about Denver? I 
understand Puck is developing a biology group there. Do you think 
there are any possibilities there? 1 

Needless to say, we should like~oid useless publicity. 

Aside from that, nothing essentially new here. The Lab is 
working fine, but ~urope's future looks to me a s gloomy as before. 

With kind regards from both of us , 14 

Sin~~~ 



Dr. Boris Ephrussi 
Laboratoire de Genetique 
Universite de Paris 
13. Rue Pierre Curie 
Paris V, France 

Dear Ephrussi: 

5650 Ellis Avenue 

May 8, 1952 

I owe you an apology for replying so late to your letter of February 

4th. I was sorry to hear that nothing came of the plans of which you told me. 

Some time after I had your letter I saw Mr. Prentice (who is helping us in some 

work which we have started on bull sperm) and I saw him again recently. He 

mentioned to me his problem with the Miner Foundation and told me of meeting 

you. He seemed to be very sorry that nothing came of it, but didn't say what the 

reason for the decision had been (which obviously was not of his making). 

Naturally I will keep your problem in mind, but I am not very likely 

to hear of the kind of openings in which you are likely to be interested. My two 

direct connections, Denver and Chicago, do not look promising. Denver is a small 

place which can grow only very slowly, and Chicago is on a regimen of economy 

at the present time. 

Let me hear from you occasionally how you feel about things in 

general. Maybe you will come to the conclusion that the situation in Europe is 

not as bad as it was some time ago. One almost gets this impression from read-

ing the newspapers. 

With kind regards to you and Harriett, 
Sincerely, 

LS/sds Leo Szilard 
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