


FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE

Enclosed is a statement from Mr. Jose Zapata (see enclosure A) alleging
béutality against himself and his family by U.S. Border Patrolmen. Also en-
closed is a letter to INS Commissioner Leonel Castillo (see enclosure B) and
a letter (see enclosure C) to U.S. Senator Alan Cranston, U.S. Senator S.I.
Hayakawa, U.S. Attorney Terry Knoepp, and the U.S. Federal Grand Jury re-
questing an investigation of this matter. For any further information call

474-8195.

1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195




STATEMENT BY JOSE ZAPATA

a Y

On September 17, 1977 at about 1:30 PM, my wife, myself and our four
year old daughter were in downtown Fallbrook. My wife observed a young man
in the custody of the U.S. Border Patrol who resembled our son, Carlos. I
called out and it turned out to be our son. The immigration officers then
demanded we park our car, which I did near the officers' two cars. As I
got out of the car an "Anglo" officer struck me with an open hand and
locked my hands behind me. At this point he had never asked for any iden-
tification or why he was treating me in such a manner. I told him, "I'm

a U. S. citizen."

The officer released me and I showed him my original birth certificate.
The officer then said,  "This fucking thing won't work," and threw the cer-
tificate on the ground. My wife then produced a paper the U.S. Immigration
Service had given me when we applied for her permanent resident status.
(A voluntary departure letter for 12-6-77) The officer grabbed it from
her hand and said, "This fucking thing won't work either." He then picked
up my birth certificate and walked over to the patrol car. I might add
these harsh words were said in front of my four year old daughter.

I then walked up to the patrol car and asked if I could go to my house
and unlock the door because my children were coming home from school and
they did not have a key to get in. The officer said I could go to my house
but he and the other officers would follow me home. We all arrived at our
house (860 Wisconsin Ave., Fallbrook, CA.) at the same time. Our kids were
all waiting outside. I got out of the car and so did the officers, and
unlocked the door and told the children to go inside. After the kids got
inside the house I shut the door. The "Anglo" officer walked up to the door
and shouted, "Who's in there?" and then kicked the door open with his foot
breaking the door frame. The officer then entered the house and I followed.
The officer started running through the house screaming at the children,
"You fucking swine," and opening and slamming doors. Another officer en-
tered about two minutes later, named Gonzales. He said, "Permit me to pass,"
and walked in. I never had time to respond to the officer Gonzales' ques-
tion. Later a third officer entered.

The "Anglo" officer then asked, "Do your children have papers?" I
didn't know what to say. I had been told by the Escondido clinic that my
children were citizens by reason of my U.S. citizenship. I showed the
officer the calling card of the Clinic with the name of an attorney on it.
The "Anglo" officer tore it up and said, "This man is a charlatan." The
offiecers then brought my son Carlos in the house and said, "This doesn't
look like your fucking son. He looks like the milk man's son." The offi-
cers questioned various children, always using filthy language and shouting
at them.

I was showing the officers pictures of my son Carlos to prove he was
my son, because they would not believe it. My wife called the Legal Clinic
and gave the phone to one of the officers. After a conversation with the
attorney there the officers said, "Well, maybe he is your son and maybe you
are a citizen®, and left in a quiet manner as if nothing had ever happened.
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Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc

December 13, 1977

Commissioner Leonel Castillo
Immigration Naturalization Service
425 "I" Street

Washington, D.C. 20536

Commissioner:

Enclosed is a serious complaint that our office has recently received
involving brutality against a Mr. Jose Zapata (a U.S. citizen) and
his family by some of your border patrolmen.

On your last visit to San Diego you stated that you had no plans to
utilize dogs in your operation, but it appears that the officers in-
volved with abusing Mr. Zapata and his family, have proven you wrong.
This matter was turned over to your local I.N.S. officials but as
always, they are side stepping the complaint and it now appears that
they are heading (once again) towards their traditional whitewashing of
the complaint. Actions by the accused officers and the handling of

the entire matter by I.N.S. officials is in our opinion not an isolated
incident, but rather an ingrained practice when it comes to dealing
with the Chicano Community. Statements by your local I.N.S. officials
that the matter is being resolved by another agency is not acceptable
torus?

Because the Escondido Legal Clinic and the Zapata family have been
unable to get redress on this matter, they have recuested our assis-
tance in hopes of resolving this matter. It is apparent to us that
your local officers are either unable or unwilling to deal with this
serious allegations and we therefore demand that you personally
intervene in this matter by:

1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195




1) Calling for a full investigation of the allegations
made by Mr. Jose Zapata and his family attorney.

2) 2 full public disclosure of the findings in this matter.

3) Immediate dismissal of the guilty officers and their
superiors if they are found guilty.

The issue is before you. We will be expecting a prompt reply on this
matter.

Sinceramente,

C1"Ma 5 @C‘C“?‘/

Herman Raca
Chairman



December 13, 1977

Senator Alan Cranston
815 E Street Room 103
San Diego, California 92101

Dear Senator:

Enclosed is a complaint by a Mr. Jose Zapata involving brutality
against him and his family by U.S. border patrolmen. Mr. Zapata
and his attorney have attempted to seek redress but have been un-
able to because of side steeping by local I.N.S. officials. It
is for this reason that we are recuesting an investigation by
your office into this serious matter. We will be expecting a
prompt reply on this matter.

Thank you,
WO47284% 5N 5 ;ax:/a_/

Herman Eaca
Chairman

1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195




STAT&ENT BY JOSE ZAPATA ‘

On September 17, 1977 at about 1:30 PM, my wife, myself and our four
year old daughter were in downtown Fallbrook. My wife observed a young man
in the custody of the U.S. Border Patrol who resembled our son, Carlos. I
called out and it turned out to be our son. The immigration officers then
demanded we park our car, which I did near the officers' two cars. As I
got out of the car an "Anglo" officer struck me with an open hand and
locked my hands behind me. At this point he had never asked for any iden-
EirEicationtor why he was treatlng me in such al'manner. "It toldsham, S
asll.s 8. ciltizen."

The officer released me and I showed him my original birth certificate.
The officer then said, "This fucking thing won't work," and threw the cer-
tificate on the ground. My wife then produced a paper the U.S. Immigration
Service had given me when we applied for her permanent resident status.
(A voluntary departure letter for 12-6-77) The officer grabbed it from
her hand and said, "This fucking thing won't work either." He then picked
up my birth certificate and walked over to the patrol car. I might add
these harsh words were said in front of my four year old daughter.

I then walked up to the patrol car and asked if I could go to my house
and unlock the door because my children were coming home from school and
they did not have a key to get in. The officer said I could go to my house
but he and the other officers would follow me home. We all arrived at our
house (860 Wisconsin Ave., Fallbrook, CA.) at the same time. Our kids were
all waiting outside. I got out of the car and so did the officers, and
unlocked the door and told the children to go inside. After the kids got
inside the house I shut the door. The "Anglo" officer walked up to the door
and shouted, "Who's in there?" and then kicked the door open with his foot
breaking the door frame. The officer then entered the house and I followed.
The officer started running through the house screaming at the children,
"You fucking swine," and opening and slamming doors. Another officer en-
tered about two minutes later, named Gonzales. He said, "Permit me to pass,"
and walked in. I never had time to respond to the officer Gonzales' ques-
tion. Later a third officer entered.

The "Anglo" officer then asked, "Do your children have papers?" I
didn't know what to say. I had been told by the Escondido clinic that my
children were citizens by reason of my U.S. citizenship. I showed the
officer the calling card of the Clinic with the name of an attorney on it.

The "Anglo" officer tore it up and said, "This man is a charlatan." The
officers then brought my son Carlos in the house and said, "This doesn't
look like your fucking son. He looks like the milk man's son." The offi-

cers questioned various children, always using filthy language and shouting
atathem.

I was showing the officers pictures of my son Carlos to prove he was
my son, because they would not believe it. My wife called the Legal Clinic
and gave the phone to one of the officers. After a conversation with the
attorney there the officers said, "Well, maybe he is your son and maybe you
are a citizen", and left in a quiet manner as if nothing had ever happened.



Committéé on Chicano Rights, Inc

Terrxy Knoepp

U.S. Attorney

940 Front St. Rm. 5n 19
San Dicqgo, Ca. 92189

Dear #Mr. Knoepp,

Enclesed is a complaint by a Mr. Jose Zagata involving brutality against
him and his family by U.S. Border Patrolmen. Mr. Zapata and his attorney
have attempted to seek redress but have been unable to because of side-
stepping by local I.N.S. Officials.

It is for this reason that we are requesting an investigation by your of-

fice into these serious allegations. We will be expecting a prompt reply
on this matter.

Thank you

Eerman Baca, Chairman

T

1837 Highland Avenue, National 'City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195




December 13, 1977

Commissioner Leonel Castillo
Immigration Naturalization Service
4250 A1 Street

Washington, D.C. 20536

Commissioner:

Enclosed is a serious complaint that our office has recently received
involving brutality acgainst a Mr. Jose Zapata (a U.S. citizen) and
his family by some of your border patrolmen.

On your last visit to San Diego you stated that you had no plans to
utilize dogs in your operation, but it appears that the officers in-
volved with abusing Mr. Zapata and his family, have proven you wrong.
This matter was turned over to your local I.N.S. officials but as
always, they are side stepping the complaint and it now appears that
they are heading (once again) towards their traditional whitewashing of
the complaint. Actions by the accused officers and the handling of

the entire matter by I.N.S. officials is in our opinion not an isolated
incident, but rather an ingrained practice when it comes to dealing
with the Chicano Community. Statements by your local I.N.S. officials
that the matter is being resolved by another agency is not acceptable
to us!

Because the Escondido ILegal Clinic and the Zapata family have been
unable to get redress on this matter, they have reguested our assis-
tance in hopes of resolving this matter. It is apparent to us that
your local officers are either unable or unwilling to deal with this
serious allegations and we therefore demand that you personally
intervene in this matter by:

T

1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8135




1) calling for a full investigation of the allegations
made by Mr. Jose Zapata and his family attoxrney.

2) A full public disclosure of the findings in this matter.

3) Immediate dismissal of the guilty officers and their
superiors if they are found guilty.

The issue is before you. We will be expecting a prompt reply on this
matter.

Sinceramente,

A an @CZC@/

Herman Baca
Chairman
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. [ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
%"“ : IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

WasHINGTON. 1).C, 20536

»

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

November 25, 1977

Mr. Jesse Ramirez

Executive Director

Chicano Federation of San Diego
County, Inc.

1960 National Avenue

San Diego, Califormia 92113

. 2 LAy
Dear " Mes Ramitrez: L}f - 5

/

Regarding your letter of October 17, 1977 and specifically the

incident with the Zapata family, I hope your conversations with
Regional Commissioner O'Conner and others produce a satisfactory

conclusion.

1'11 be interested in getting a response from you on the con-
clusion of this matter.

Sincerely,
)
V4
;" 2 /
[ e b
Leonel J. Castillo

Commissioner ﬁ

=

. Réc =3¢

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO

AND REFER TO THIS FILE NO.



» . .

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE
WESTERN REGION

. SAN PEDROC., CALIFORNIA 90731

OFFICE OF THE REGIONAL COMMISSIONER ? i PLEASE REFER TO THIS FILE NO.

December 1, 1977 - WR 71/15,5

Jesse Ranirez, Director
Chicano Federation of San Diego
1900 National Avenue

San Diego, CA 92113

Dear Mr, Ramirez:

In vregard to our conversation concerning the Border Patrol and Mr,
Zapata, as discussed with Commissioner Castillo last Tuesday, upon
returning to my office the following action was taken:

I immediately forwarded this case to the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation since there is a distinct possibility of a civil rights action.

The FBI has jurisdiction over all cases of this nature. As soon as I
hear from them, I will advise you of what action they are taking.

Sincerely,

6

g\} @ AMALY]
Ed O'Connor
Regional Commissioner

RECEIVED

BEC.6 1877

Copy {urnished:
> CHICAND FEDERATION
Mr, Joe SeCl(Cl]l]El.ll, 2761 - bth A\’enlle, #1 OF SAN |w|g{;() (‘x_)i\:lry" NG

San Diego, CA 92103 |

Atty Howard B Frank, Meclnerney, Milchen & Frank
Bank of California Plaza, #1690
San Diego, CA 92101
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Committ on Cicano Rights, Inc

December 13, 1977

Senator Alan Cranston
815 E Street Room 103
San Diego, California 92101

Dear Senator:

Enclosed is a complaint by a Mr. Jose Zapata involving brutality
against him and his family by U.S. border patrolmen. Mr. Zapata
and his attorney have attempted to seek redress but have been un-
able to because of side steeping by local I.N.S. officials. It
is for this reason that we are requesting an investigation by
your office into this serious matter. We will be expecting a
prompt reply on this matter.

Thank you,

(%/ t/lﬁ’ywx @Cb&ﬂ—/

Herman Baca
Chairman

1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195




Committeé on Cicano Rights, Inc

December 13, 1977

Commissioner Leonel Castillo
Immigration Naturalization Service
425 1Y Street

Washington, D.C. 20536

Commissioner:

Enclosed is a serious complaint that our office has recently received
involving brutality against a Mr. Jose Zapata (a U.S. citizen) and
his family by some of your border patrolmen.

On your last visit to San Diego you stated that you had no plans to
utilize dogs in your operation, but it appears that the officers in-
volved with abusing Mr. Zapata and his family, have proven you wrong.
This matter was turned over to your local I.N.S. officials but as
always, they are side stepping the complaint and it now appears that
they are heading (once again) towards their traditional whitewashing of
the complaint. Actions by the accused officers and the handling of

the entire matter by I.N.S. officials is in our opinion not an isolated
incident, but rather an ingrained practice when it comes to dealing
with the Chicano Community. Statements by your local I.N.S. officials
that the matter is being resolved by another agency is not acceptable
to us!

Because the Escondido Legal Clinic and the Zapata family have been
unable to get redress on this matter, they have requested our assis-
tance in hopes of resolving this matter. It is apparent to us that
your local officers are either unable or unwilling to deal with this
serious allegations and we therefore demand that you personally
intervene in this matter by:

1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195




1) cCalling for a full investigation of the allegations
made by Mr. Jose Zapata and his family attorney.

2) A full public disclosure of the findings in this matter.

3) Immediate dismissal of the guilty officers and their
superiors if they are found guilty.

The issue is before you. We will be expecting a prompt reply on this
matter.

Sinceramente,

{ 9 \( "Man %Cav

Herman Baca
Chairman



S. 1. HAYAKAWA
CALIFORNIA

. ' SAN DIEGO OFFICE:

880 FRONT STREET
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92101
(714) 293-7100

Vlnifed Diafes Henate

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

December 19, 1977

Herman Baca

Chairman, CCR, Inc.

1837 Highland Avenue
National City, Ca. 92050

Re: Jose Zapata
Dear Mr. Baca:

This will acknowledge your undated letter transmitting
a copy of Mr. Zapata's statement.

Before this office can initiate any action on Mr. Zapata's
behalf, I will need more information from him. Consequently, I
would appreciate it if you would ask Mr. Zapata to contact me
directly.

Sincerely,

John Ventura
Field Representative
to Senator Hayakawa

JV/vb



Committe on Chicano Rights, Ing

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE

Enclosed is a statement from Mr. Jose Zapata (see enclosure A) alleging
béutality against himself and his family by U.S. Border Patrolmen. Also en-
closed is a letter to INS Commissioner Leonel Castillo (see enclosure B) and
a letter (see enclosure C) to U.S. Senator Alan Cranston, U.S. Senator S.I.
Hayakawa, U.S. Attorney Terry Knoepp, and the U.S. Federal Grand Jury re-

questing an investigation of this matter. For any further information call

474-8195.

1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195




United States Department of JYustice

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

Srrny e UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 940 FRONT STREET, RooM 5-N-19
AND REFER TO
INITIALS AND NUMBER SAN DIEGO 92189
WAB:d1j December 19, 1977

Herman Baca, Chairman

Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc.
1837 Highland Avenue

National City, California 92050

Re: Complaint by Jose Zapata

Dear Chairman Baca:

Mr. Zapata's complaint has been referred to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation for investigation. You
might suggest to Mr. Zapata that he personally make an
appointment for an interview by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation about this matter.

Yours truly,

TERRY J. KNOEPP
United States Attorney

WILL IAM A. BOWER
Assistant U. S. Attorney
Chief, Criminal Complaint Unit



United States Department of Fustice

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE

ADDRESS REPLY TO

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 940 FRONT STREET, RooM 5-N-19
SHD REEER IO SAN DIEGO 92189
INITIALS AND NUMBER
WAB: img January 4, 1978

Mr. Herman Baca

Chairman

Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc.
1837 Highland Avenue

National City,. California , 92050

Re: Complaint by Jose Zapata
Dear Mr. Baca:

The above-entitled matter is now under investigation
by federal law enforcement officials. It is my understanding
that Mr. Zapata has still not personally contacted the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and at some point such contact may be
necessary.

Would you please have Mr. Zapata make an appointment
for an interview with the Federal Bureau of Investigation to
discuss this matter.

Very truly yours,

MICHAEL H. WALSH
United States Attorney

i k.

WILLIAM A. BOWER
Assistant U. S. Attorney
Chief, Criminal Complaint Unit
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VYlnifed Hiafes Henafe

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 %' M
OFFICIAL BUSINESS
Uu s- s.

MR. HERMAN BACA, GHATRMAN

COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS, INC.
1837 HIGHLAND AVENUE

NATIONAL CITY, CA. 92050
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e oftl e\‘?nosf frightful days in 15-
J Gama’'Puente’s life occurred
“onlysbecause she. missed the South:

westr #Junior High School bus one day.

. ~Moments later she was alone, crying: -

i and penniless, at: the southern edge of -
""‘the U. S Mexxco border thhout fmend

GAMA'"S‘}mghtmarlsh expenence
began as she walked toward a city bus:
stop. ‘As a Mexican citizen, she was

soon apprehended ‘by/ a ;border_

e patrolman~ ‘who asked where she was

i ‘headed” ‘a’nd srequested to see her im--v
mlgratnon papersiii i

wt*Gama” ~couldnt speak*’Enghsh S0
Swell because she only arrived in the '
“Unite in” September,",’_.

: carry proof of residence with.an alien

,;,'non-resident" alien . border . crossing

Blvd trailer home. e
“Butthe men said it wasn t true, and
they told her she was being taken-to:

. Mexico,”’ said Puente. ‘‘She told them.

‘I have totell my mother,’ but they sald_
,that wasn’t necessary. Fir o
“Then she told them that she had hert,.; (1

» school -identification, but they sa:d ity
wasn’t worth anything.” PR AT
... afternoon.
UNDER LAW, aliens are requnred to~',

offncials say.

Tn]uana,

registration. receipt. card, 'otherwise
known as ‘‘the green card,” or with a .
said.
“‘card, known as ‘‘the visitor’s permit’’: .
“ which glves aliens permission to cross
. daily.
' Although Gamas mother, a US
citizen, - has petitioned for sher
- daughter’s , - citizenship,” . her:
naturahzatlon is still being processed i
If Gama had'carried the: requlred
alien identification ':appers,: as all'-
re51dent or non-resident aliens ‘older
‘than 14 are required- to, ‘the. incident -
might not have occurred, immigration *

crossing,:

Buthama was not even processed by
‘the immigration dffice on her return to
. Mexico. She was merely ‘‘dumped. in
as one local official put jtis This

“

PUENTE who works in the local ‘’
_fields as a farm laborer, did not learn/
_her daughter ‘was mlssing until that

“I went to the Border Patrol station ‘
..;-_in San, Ysidro and told them I was

..looking for my daughter, but they told
me they had no reports on her,”’ ’she ;

Assistant * Border Patrol Chief
Richard Jones confirmed this.” "
“Then I went to Immigration, ‘and
. they told me she’ was probably playmg
3 hooky instead. of being in school.’
“But I said she was good in school .
'and wouldn't do anything like that.” *
-One of Puente’s daughters then ran
_ to the  border, only, to ‘find Gama
_ standing ‘on 'the other : side of the
waiting' to be ‘rescued.
.‘because she had no place else to go. '

L8 &

" for permissxon tocross’*heredaughfer.
“I'but- her request ‘was’ refused becau

“They didn t atreat
~'should’ ve," said Puente
they saldv,_,"We,revbusy ke

| the INS} offic"e".

were reunited /S s
; ”She was, cryi"v
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UNITED STATES DEFARTMENT OF JUSTICE
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20536

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
AND REFER TO THIS FILE NO.

JAN 12 1578
CO 700-C

Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc.
Herman Baca, Chairman

1837 Highland Avenue

National City, CA 92050

Dear Mr. Baca:

In reference to your letter of December 13, 1977, regarding the
alleged abuse of the Jose Zapata family by agents of the U. S. Border
Patrol. I assure you that I personally find the alleged acts as re-
volting as you do.

The acts set forth in the allegations of Mr. Zapata constitute possible
criminal violations of the Civil Rights Act of 1968. The matter was
referred to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, who in turn referred
it to the Civil Rights Division of the U. S. Department of Justice for
investigation and/or possible prosecution.

Rest assured that the results of their investigation will be furnished
to this Service. For now INS must hold the matter in abeyance for
the duration of the investigation initiated by the Department of Justice.
When all available information including the Department of Justice
investigation and any subsequent investigation undertaken by INS is
gathered, I will personally review it and see that appropriate action
is taken.

I wish to thank you for your interest in this matter of mutual concern.

Sincerely,
Leonel J. é.stillo

Commissioner
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UNITED STATES DEP,ARTMENT OF JUSTICE
IMMIGRATION AND NATU RALIZATION SERVICE PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20536

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
ffEN 1 2 13/3 AND REFER TO THIS FILE NO.

CO 700-C

Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc.
Herman Baca, Chairman

1837 Highland Avenue

National City, CA 92050

Dear Mr. Baca:

In reference to your letter of December 13, 1977, regarding the
alleged abuse of the Jose Zapata family by agents of the U, S. Border
Patrol. I assure you that I personally find the alleged acts as re-
volting as you do.

The acts set forth in the allegations of Mr., Zapata constitute possible
eriminal violations of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, The matter was
referred to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, who in turn referred
it to the Civil Rights Division of the U. S. Department of Justice for
investigation and/or possible prosecution.

Rest assured that the results of their investigation will be furnished
to this Service. For now INS must hold the matter in abeyance for
the duration of the investigation initiated by the Department of Justice.
When all available information including the Department of Justice
investigation and any subsequent investigation undertaken by INS is
gathered, 1 will personally review it and see that appropriate action
is taken.

I wish to thank you for your interest in this matter of mutual concern.
Sincerely,

f s 4

v
Leonel J. Castillo
Commissioner
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United States Department of Justice

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY b
;=T
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
;
o A UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE [rogd / 4 ’>f
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 940 FRONT STREET, RooM 5-N-19
SDIERREERSIO SAN DIEGO 92189
INITIALS AND NUMBER
MHW : ma j

January 20, 1978

Herman Baca, Chairman

Committee on Chicano Rights

1837 Highland Avenue

National City, California 92050

Dear Mr. Baca:

Thank you very much for your letter regarding
the complaint of Mr. Jose Zapata, which was received
in my former law office on December 19, 1977.

I would like to assure you that I am concerned
whenever allegations of impropriety arise, and that
I will always undertake to make an appropriate inves-
tigation to determine whether there is merit to
such allegations.

I have caused this office to make inquiry into
the matter and have been informed that an investiga-
tion is underway.

I will review the results of the investigation
when it is completed and will at that time determine
what, if any, action by this office is appropriate.

Sinc ly yours,

(é{gl g ; A
ichael H. Walsh
United States Attorney




Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc

January 20, 1978

Leonel J. Castillo, Commissioner
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Immigration and Naturalization Service
Wahington D.C. 20536
Re: Complaint (CO-700-C)
Jose S. Zapata

Dear Commissioner,

We have received your letter dated January 12, 1978,
in which you indicate that an investigation has been ini-
tiated regarding the Zapata case by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the Civil Rights Division of the U.S.
Department of Justice for investigation and or possible
prosecution.

Enclosed is information forwarded to us by the Escon-
dido Legal Clinic concerning Mr. Zapata's previous contacts
with the Immigration and Naturalization Service. We have
been assured by the Legal Clinic, who are representing the
Zapata family, that the complaint filed with your office has
been investigated and the incidents in their opinion are
valid.

In forwarding this information to your office, we wish
to state that our organization» supports the Escondido Legal
Clinics findings and we expect the investigation by your office
and the above named agencies to continue so that the following
allegations may be resolved:

1.) The confiscation of Mr. Zapatas vehicle.

2.) The breaking and entering of the Zapatas
home without proper search warrant.

3.) and the harrassment and abuse suffered by
the Zapata family.

1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195




UNITED STATES;IPARTMENT OF JUSTICE .
Immigration and Naturalization Service
January 20, 1978

Page 2

Our organization will await for a copy of the results
of the investigation and a report of any action the agencies
will take. Also, if there are any questions regarding this
matter, please feel free to contact us at 474-8195 or Mr. Joe
Secklman of the Escondido Legal Clinic at 746-8641.

Yours. Truly,

. o

Herman Baca, Chairman

HB/cv

cc: Michael H. Walsh
UeSee Attorney

Jesse Ramirez, Director
Chicano Federation

J.D. Secklman
Escondido Legal Clinic

NEWS MEDIA



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

DEC 1 9 187 v

Honorable Alan Cranston
Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Cranston:

FLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO

20536

AHMD REFER TO THIS FILE NO

CO 703.1001

This yefersitolyour letter of November 18, 1977, with enclosure from
M( Joe Seckelmansy. concerning alleged abuse of the Jose Zapata family

byagents-of--the Uk 5. Border Ra ol

\\
I received an Ldentlcai 1etter directly from Mr. Seckelman and responded

to it on November 16, 1927
Regional Commissioner at @an Pedro, C

As 1 advised Mr. Seckelman, I have asked my
California to look into this matter

and to report his findings 0 me. I am awaiting his response. In ad—

N -
dition, we have referred this: allegatlon to the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tipapion! for thelir con%1de11t1on of an investigation into possible vio-

lations of the Civil Rights Act of 1968.

il
=

I will be pleased to advise you ﬁurthgr when T have additional informa-

tion. Thank you for your Interest

A

Leonel J. Castillo
Commissioner

" Sincerely,
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On September 17, 1977 at about 1:30 PM, my wife, myself and oMESEOUE
year old daughter were in downtown Fallbrook. My wife observed a young man
in the custody of the U.S. Border Patrol who resembled our son, Carlos. I
called out and it turned out to be our son. The immigration officers then
demanded we park our car, which I did near the officers' two cars. As I
got out of the car an "Anglo" officer struck me with an open hand and
locked my hands behind me. At this point he had never asked for any iden-
tification or why he was treating me in such a manner. I told him, "I'm

QRS o bl zens y

STATEMENT BY JOSE ZAPATA

The officer released me and I showed him my original birth certificate.
The officer then said, "This fucking thing won't work," and threw the cer-
tificate on the ground. My wife then produced a paper the U.S. Immigration
Service had given me when we applied for her permanent resident status.
(A voluntary departure letter for:12-6-77) The officer grabbed it Erom
her hand and said, "This fucking thing won't work either." He then picked
up my birth certificate and walked over to the patrol car. I might add
these harsh words were said in front of my four year old daughter.

I then walked up to the patrol car and asked if I could go to my house
and unlock the door because my children were coming home from school and
they did not have a key to get in. The officer said I could go to my house
but he and the other officers would follow me home. We all arrived at our
house (860 Wisconsin Ave., Fallbrook, CA.) at the same time. Our kids were
all waiting outside. I got out of the car and so did the officers, and
unlocked the door and told the children to go inside. After the kids got
inside the house I shut the door. The "Anglo" officer walked up to the door
and shouted, "Who's in there?" and then kicked the door open with his foot
breaking the door frame. The officer then entered the house and I followed.
The officer started running through the house screaming at the children,
"You fucking swine," and opening and slamming doors. Another officer en-
tered about two minutes later, named Gonzales. He said, "Permit me to pass,"
and walked in. I never had time to respond to the officer Gonzales' ques-—
tion. Later a third officer entered.

The "Anglo" officer then asked, "Do your children have papers?" I
didn't know what to say. I had been told by the Escondido clinic that my
children were citizens by reason of my U.S. citizenship. I showed the
officer the calling card of the Clinic with the name of an attorney on it.

The "BAnglo" officer tore it up and said, "This man is a charlatan.” The
officers then brought my son Carlos in the house and said, "This doesn't
look like your fucking son. He looks like the milk man's son." The offi-

cers questioned various children, always using filthy language and shouting
at them.

I was showing the officers pictures of my son Carlos to prove he was
my son, because they would not believe it. My wife called the Legal Clinic
and gave the phone to one of the officers. After a conversation with the
attorney there the officers said, "Well, maybe he is your son and maybe you
are a citizen®, and left in a guiet manner as if nothing had ever happened.

Vi Vs

/ //

/ / . /
Vot iZ

SN

P v S e ALD 7 =
vI/ .'.’/Ii/(/< >/\/ _«—)/ Cf; &y A

-



{%" . PLEASE REFER TO THIS FILE NUMBER

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

RECORD OF SWORN STATEMENT

Office: CentralCffica,,0ffice.of Professional File No.: CHU~173
Integrity

Statement by: MARIA ZAPATA

In the Case of: JOSE ZAPATA

At: Escondido, Califormia Date: February 21, 1978‘
Befora:  AMOS L. EDENS,; Investigator

In the Spanish language. Interpreter: THCOMAS PAGE

Miss Zapata you're advised that I am an officer of the United States
Immigration and Naturalization Service, authorized by law to administer oaths
and take testimony in connection with the enforcement of the Immigration and
Jationality laws of the United States and internal administrative matters.

I desire te take your sworn statement regarding your knowledge of what happened
at yvour house on or about September 16, 1677 when officers of the Border Patrol
were there,

Q. Aany statement you make must be freely and voluntarily given. Anything
that you say can be used in administrative or court proceedings. Are
you willing to give me a statement at this time?

A, Yes, I am willing,

Q. Do you wish to have anyone present to advise you during this, this statement?
A. Yo, not if 1t's not necesaary.

. There are two gentlemen here, Mr. Seckelman and Mr. Hawkins. Do you wish
either one of these or both of these gentiemen present?
A. The two o% them present please.

Q. Do you speak English?
A. No.

Q. Would you stand and raise your right hand please. Do you swear that the
statement you are about to make will be the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth, so help you God?

A. Yes, I swear,

Q. Be seated. Miss Zapata, do yourecall. the time several months ago in
September of last year when Border Patrol officers came “to your house?
A, Yes, I remember it.



Q. & A, statement of MARIX ZAPATA (cont'd)
T _re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU=-1783

Q.
A.

And can you tell me what happened that day?

We were outside the house waiting for our mother and father to come home

and my father arrived and we thought he was on his own, but he was

followed by Agents of the Border Patrol. My father opened the door and

we all went in and he said that nothing had happened. As we went inside

we started to prepare something to eat and when we had given the small
children something to eat, my father came in with some Border Patrol Agents
and then my father said not to be frightened, but just %o go on eating.

We started to eat and some of the girls started to cry and my mother said
there's nothing happening at all, and then another official, a light colored
man, I don't know who he was, and he came in and started to open the doors
to all the rooms, bedrooms, washroom and then he went into where ny father
was. Thén this man, the border official went out add we closed the door,
and we didn't, we had closed the door but we didn't lock it and then the
light colored official came back, accompanied by two other officials.

I heard them knocking on the door and then this border officer came in

and he shouted at him, and said where's your father. He came in and shouted
at my mother, where is your husband and got upset (inaudible) talk to my
mother like that. I told him that my father was in the last room down on
the left, and then I heard them say, excuse the word, but we were Just alot
of Mexican dogs and other things like that, and my father came and said
everything's alright, nothings happening. Then this man went and they spoke
on the telephone. Then they started to talk and they talked and then they
asked my father for, they excused themselves from my father, but this

Border Patrol officer, the light colored one, he behaved very badly and

he used abusive language. That's all that I remember.

What kind of language did he use?

They said you Mexican so-and=so's, you have no papers and you no right to

be here, and while he was outside and we were inside, I heard him say to

my father that he wasn't registered and that his birth documents were no
goad, and my father got angry and said, yes it's true that he was born

here, and the officer said to my father, don't get angry like that, because
if you do we can arrest you, and my father said, I'm telling you the truth.
If you don't believe just take me away, and 1've already related to you what
happened and afterwards they said it was okay and they let my brother

stay at home.

When the officer told your father outside that his paper wasn't any good,
how did he say it?

Now these papers are no good. You're not registered. He said these papers
are no good to you sir, you are not registered.

Where were you in the house during the time the officers were there?
When I told you about the question about the identification papers?



Q. & A. statement of MARIA ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, MARIA; CHU-178

Qo
A-

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

No, during all the time the officers were there in the house, where
were you?
In the dining room.

And is the dining room right next to the living room?
Yes.

And can you see the front door from the dining room?
Yes.

And when the officers entered, how did they, you say you heard them
knock on the door and then what happened?

That was when the light colored Border Patrol officer came in and shouted
at my mother, where is your husband.

And were there any other Border Patrol Agents in the house at that time?
Yes, two others were there already.

Two others were already in the house?
Yes, they were on the telephone.

And how, when the officer knocked on the door and enterdd, did anyone 7
tell him to come in?
No.

Did he open the door himself?
He first knocked on the door and then he entered and that was when he
shouted at my mother.

And did he go back outside then?
Yes.

And did he come in again?
After he shouted at my mother they all left, and then they came in again
later.

They all came in together later?
No, they just came slightly into the living room to tell my father that
his son was there, and that they were leaving.

Then how many times did the Anglo officer or blond officer enter
the house?
He came in three times in all.



Q. & A. statement of MARIA ZAPATA (cont'd)

In

re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU=178

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

And what happened the first time he came in?

The three of them came in at first and said they said to my father they
wanted to talk on the telephone. The light colored gentleman left,

and then he asked for permission to come in adn we gave him permission,
but the light colored officer came in kicking the door down.

What do you mean by kicking the door down?
Knocking hard on it, knocking it down.

When you say they knocked on the door or knocked down the door, would
you demonstrate for us please?

I'm pretending to be the officer, I'm outside. I knock on the door
and push on the door so it will open.

Did you see the doorknob being turned?
No, I saw it afterward and then he came in.

You saw the doorknob turn before he came in?
Yes, but first: he knocked on it.

But I want to make sure if I understand correctly, the doorknob was
turnbed before he came in?
No.

Then I must have understood. When was the doorknob turned?
When he first knocked on the door and he wants to force the door in
and then he used the door handle and came in, turned it and came in.

Then he did not break the door down, or break the door in, is that
correct?

Well, he was trying to open the door without turning the door handle
and then he found the door handle and turned it and came in.

Is it possible that the door was stuck?

No, you have to open the door the proper way otherwise it won't open.

In addition to the previous statement by Miss Zapata, when the Border

Patrol officer was trying to open, the door was moving but it wouldn't
open.

But I want to clarify the part, one part that you said, that before
he actually came in the door, he turned the knob, he finally turned
the knob and entered, is that correct?

First of all he knocked at the door, knocked on it, and then he turned
the door handle after he had been knocking on the door.

With how much force was he knocking on the door?
He was very angry and he was trying just to foce the door in.
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& A. statement of MARIA ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

Q.
A.

Q-

A.

But he was not successful in forcing the door is that correct?
No, I think that hepprobably realized afterwards he has to turn the
handle to open the door.

Was he, he had been in the house before and he had left and then was coming
back again when this happened, is that correct?

First the three of them entered, then the light colored gentleman left.
When the light colored gentleman was returning this was when he hammered

at the door; knocked at the door: with force.

Then he was returning to the area where his two fellow officers were inside
the house, 1s that correct? :
That's right.

Do you know why he went outside?
No, I don't know.

Getting back to the bad words that were used. Did any of the officers

use any bad words directly to you?

Of the other two that came in, I don't remember if there were two, it would
be light colored officer that did say that.

Did say what?
These so-and-so Mexican dogs have no papers and they have no right to be here.

Was he talking to the other officers when he said that?
I was watching where he was going, he was going, going through saying that.
Then he went over to where the telephone was, to the other officers were.

Well, who was he talking to? Was he talking to himself?
Yes, perhaps he was just going around there saying so that we would all
hear what he was saying.

Did you see any of the officers mistreat any, physically mistreat any
of the family while they werza at the house?

While I was inside I didn't see them physically mistreating any of my
brothers, but they were shouting at my father. Yeah, they did mistreat
him by saying things to him.

I'm speaking of physically?
I didn't see any physical abuse but I did see them and hear them shouting
at hin, telling him he had no right to be here.

Did you, Miss Zapata, did you hear any words said other than the ones

that you've already related?
Mo, I only saw that gentleman who was very angry saying those words.

e



Q. & A. statement of MARIK..ZAPATA (cont'd)

The so-and-so Memican girls they have no right to be here that's what
I heard. My little sisters were very frightened and they asked them
if they were going to take Carlos away, they were very frightened.

Did, was the Anglo officer the only one that was conducting himself

Did the other two officers conduct themselves in a, conduct themselves

Do you have anything further you'd like to add to this statement Miss

I have one more question. Do you, were you present the night that Lopez,
Yes, yes the three of them signed it. This Mr. Lopez and my two brothers.

Did anyone explain what this said before they, before Mr. Lopez signed it?

I don't know what his name is. He said that wasn't his real name, I
don't remember what his real name was. He had to sign his name here,

He sigqiﬁk this because that's the way he wanted to sign it, when they
caught ny brother, that he signed his name this way because that was the
name on his papers when the Immigration caught him. Because 1f he gave

In re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178
Q. What were the words that he used?
A.
Q.
in this manner?
A. Yes, he's the only.
Q.
the way you think officers:sholild have conducted themselves?
A. -de.h
should be treated.
Q.
Zapata?
A. No, just say what I think.
Q.
a Mr. Lopez came over to the house to sign this paper?
A.
Q.
A. They explained everything to him.
Q. And what did he say?
A. He said yes, okay, he'd sign because that was the truth.
Q. Did he protest that that wasn't his name?
A.
the way it appeared on there.
Q. Who told him to do that?
A. That Be should sign like that?
Q. To sign his name that way?
A.
another name they wouldn't even know who he was.
Q. Yeah, but that night, did he say that that was not his name?
A. Yes.



Q. & A.statement of MARIA ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

Q. Who did he tell that to? ; 3
A. 1 don't remember very well when he signed it. He said to Daniel, he told - :
this to Mr. Daniel, but I didn't pay much attention I was watching television‘

Q. By Mr. Daniel, are you speaking of Mr. Seckelman? - §

A. Yes.

Q. And what did Mr. Seckelman say? ; G fﬁyf"
A. I don't remember what he said to him. I was watching television.

Q. Do you know if he told him before he signed it or after he signed it? :

A. I don't remember very well. He explaifie everything to him and then. he 4; .
signeéd it. He had to sign it because| that that was happening. x5 gygwngﬁ;

Q. Was any pressure put on Mr. Lopez to sign that? : :" s e

A. No. My father went for him and told him, Jorge if you want to sign this
it's got to be true, but if it's not true what is said in the paper, don t

Q. What other members of the family, what other children were with you in,the
dining room during the time that they were coming and going, the officers?
A. All of the, my brothers and sisters except the one that's in high school.

Q. Do you have anything further you'd like to add to this statement then j4q' 5
Miss Zapata? it S

A. No, I've, I don't want to add anything further. I've said all that I ;
know to be true. S o :

Q. You'are aware that this has been recorded, tape recorded, are you willing
to sign it providing, after it's typed, providing it is a true transcript 203
of the tape made today? S Sexnen

A. Yes, I remember, yes, I'm willing to aignvthe transcription. e

STATEMENT CONCLUDED : B B b e e
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! PLEASE REFEN TO THIS FILE NUMBKR

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

RECORD OF SWORN STATEMENT

Office: Washingtom, D.C. File: CHU-178

Statement by: Jose Zapata Date: February 21, 1978

In the Case of: Jose Zapata
At: Escondido, CA

Before: Amos L. Edens, Investigator

In the Spanish language. Interpreter, Thomas Page.

Mr. Zapata, you are advised that I am an officer of the Unitad States
Immigration and Naturalization Service authorized by law to administer
oaths and take testimony in connection with the enforcement of the
Immigration and Nationality laws of the United States and internal admini-
strative matters.

I desire to take your sworn statement regarding a complaint that you
have made against members of the Border Patrol, arising out of an incident
on or about September the 16th, 1977 near Fallbrook, California.

Before we ask you any questions you must understand your rights.
You have the right to remain silent. Anything you say can be used against
you in court or in any immigration or administrative proceeding. You have
the right to talk to a lawyer for advice before we ask you any questions
and to have him with you during questioning. If you decide to answer
questions now without a lawyer present you will still have the right to
stop answering at any time. You also have the right to stop answering at
any time until you talk to a lawyer.

A. Agreed.

. Do you wish to have a lawyer or any other person present to advise
you?
Yes, certainly.

Do you have a lawyer with you today to represent you?
These two gentlemen present, yas.

.
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For the record, the respondent is indicating Attorney Murray Hawlkdins,
who has submitted Form G-28 in this case. Are you willing to answer
my questions at this time?

A, Yes.



Q.

& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)

In re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178
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Would you stand and raise your right hand, please? Do you swear that
all the statements that you are about to make will be the truth, the
whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

Yes sir, I swesar.

Be seated. For the record, would you state your full, true and
correct name?
Jose Salvador Zapata.

And where and when were you borm?
On the 17th of August 1932 in San Antonio, Texas.

And where do you presently reside?
In Fallbrook.

Do you have any children?
Ten children.

Would you name them please?

Carlos Zapata, Victor Zapata, Maria Zapata, Miguel Zapata, Jose
Umberto Zapata, Leticia Zapata, Lydia Zapata, Amparo Zapata, Jianita
Zapata, Jorge Zapata.

Mr. Zapata, I now show you a sworn statement...correction, a statement
which 1s not sworn to but signed by you in which you made certain
allegations of complaint against members...against unnamed members of
the Border Patrol. Do you recognize this statement?

Yes, certainly. Yes, that's the way it is, I made that statement.

And that is your signature?
Yes, that's my signature.

Ifcryou don't mind I would like to refer to this statement and attempt
to clarily or elaborate on the different complaints that you have
made therein. You apparently repeatedly refer to an "Anglo" officer.
Do you have a complaint against more than one officer or just the

one Anglo officer?

Three of them entered my house, but one of them caused damage in the
house and ingsulted my children and he treated me like a pig. It was
the Anglo-American Border Patrolman who called me a pig.

Then exactly what is your complaint against the other two officers?
The exact complaint is that there was a mistake also against the
Mexican gentleman.



& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

A mistake?

It was a mistake but not as big as the mistake that the Anglo-American
man committed. ;

What mistake was that?

(Answer not translated).

I think the question was misunderstood. What I'm speaking of...what
mistake was that by the one that you say did not make as serious a
mistake as the Anglo?

No, the mistake was when they asked my identification papers, one of
the patrolmen was at the radio and he got out of the car and he

said no, don't start that, don't go into that, without even seeing
my papers.

Who was that? Was that the Mexican=~American officer?

The Mexican from Texas. That's all about him. There's another man.
He came into the house, but he didn't do anything. No, he just told
us in English that they were just checking the place and that we
were alright. The last one of them.

I'11 ask you again. Do you have a complaint against the other two
officers, other than the Anglo?

The big mistake...the most serious error was against what the Anglo-—
American officer did and I consider it unjust either in this country
or any other country.

The reason I ask you these questions, Mr., Zapata, is to try to
clarify whether or not we should discuss what all of the officers

did or concentrate on what the Anglo officer did. Or I should

say, allegedly did. Exactly where were you when you first encountered
the Border Patrol?

I was coming to Escondido with my wife to the Unemployment Office.
When I arrived in Fallbrook and I was passing througi the center of
Fallbrook and I saw that they were taking away my son in one of those
Immigration cars. My wife said, look see where Carlos is and then

I stopped. I asked him, Carlos, what happened? While I was saying
this two Immigration officials came out and said, you're the one we
want to see. Stand over there and in front of a park where there
were a lot of cars. I go over and I stand there in front, they
changed and then the first one who got down was the Anglo—-American.

When you first arrived there to talk to your...and was talking
to your son, was he outside of the car or inside?
He was inside.



& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

And what was he doing?

No, he wasn't doing anything. He couldn't have. He was locked up
inside.

Was he drinking anything?
No, he was coming from work.

When you first encountered the Border Patrol, were they moving or
were they stopped?

They were stopped outside McDonald's, that's why they told me to
stop there opposits.

And what were they doing at McDonald's?

They were minding them. They were there when I came and I didn't
know what they were doing. When I arrived, when I asked Carlos
what's happened, at that moment the two of them came out and I
didn't look to see what they were doing.

Do you recall whether they were drinking anything or not, a soft
drink of any kind?

I didn't look to see what they were doing. I don't know what they
were doing.

When you approached the Border Patrol vehicle, you were on foot, is
that correct?

No, I had parked my car and I went over on foot to where they had
Carlos.

Then what happened?

And I said that to him. Two men came out, two officials, and said
you are the one that we've been looking for. Stand over there.
They didn't talk to you right there, is that correct? 5y
No, no they spoke me where I had brought the car over to.

And after they had started speaking to you or after you moved to
the other place they told you...they asked you to move to, what
happened then?

The Border Patrol also moved over to that parking area. One of
them picks up the radio, because I saw that. The Anglo-American
got out and he says to me, where are you...where are you from. I
said from San Antonio, Texas. They...he just said that to me, he
didn't ask to see any identification. _He tried to hit me this way.
I jumped backwards. Afterwards he just stood there for awhile and
then he said, let's see your identification.




Q. & A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

Q. For what reason would he have tried to hit you at that point?
A. That's what I'm asking. Why would he do 1t?

Q. Were you arguing with him or anything?
A. No, they didn't give me time to argue.

Q. And what happened then?

A. Then I gave them the identification papers, but he didn't look at
anything. He said that shits doesn't count, you are not on file
and he threw it on the ground. I want to clarify...I want to
clarify that this is exactly how it happened. I know that they are
never going to accept that but you are asking me and I am telling
you exactly what happened to mes

Q. What happened them?

A. He got out of the car, the other one, the Mexican official.  The
Mexican border officer said to me, don't get like that because we
can arrest you and you have the right to remain silent and you can
get a lawyer for yourself. But neither of them had examined my

identification papers.

Q. You indicated that the one Anglo officer hit you?
. He tried to hit me.

Q. Oh, he tried to hit you?
A. No, because I put my hand this way and he couldn't -hit me; but:he-tiried
to hit me.

Q< Could you demonstrate exactly what he did?

-A. The car was here and the roadway is here. This is the driver, Gonzalez,
on the radio. This one jumps out running. He says to me where are

you from and he swings at me like this and then I put my hand up

like this and I jump backwards. I want to clarify rhat all three

of them arranged this so that they would have no witnesses against

them and this is what happened to me. My little daughter, 4-years

old, and my daughter were there crying.

Did the officer's hand actually make cmntact with you?
Yes, it made contact with this hand that I raised to protect myself.

Were you running at that time?

How could I be running? I just got out of the car and I didad't know
what was going to happen. It simply...it must seem incredible even
to you.

> 0 » O
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Q.

& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)

In re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

Q.

A,

Is it possible that the officer may have been making a gesture with
his hand that you took for an attempt to hit you?

No, we're old enough and we're not that ignorant that we don't
understand what a person is going to do. We don't have very much
education but we're quite well aware of what goes on.

You stated, I believe, that the officer5 hand made contact with
you. Was it with any type of force?

No, it was more like a slap. But it doesn't matter. I consider
that he was going to hit me.

Did you make any statement during that time that you were going to
force the Border Patrol to arrest you?

I said no and Gonzalez the Mexican said to me, when the Mexican
official, Gonzalez, said to me, you know, you have the right to

a lawyer and all that. I asked him, are you going to arrest me
and then I said to my wife, come and let us get on with the
Border Patrol, otherwise thay are going to arrest us and then
Gonzalez said, be a little calm and just wait for a moment and
then I said to him, please sir, I have got to go and open the
house because my children were coming out of school. He said
that's alright but we're going to follow behind you and they came
behind me.

When you saw Carlos in the Border Patrol vehicle, did you become
excited?

Not really frightened but I know how they are and I know how they
treat people. I became rather nervous.

Were you in any way belligerent with the Border Patrol?
No, I don't feel like fighting with anybody because I have enought
to do fighting my children.

Were you belligerent in the sense of being argumentive with the
Border Patrol? :
No, they were the ones that were belligerent and they were the
ones that wanted to have an argument with somebody.

Now, you say that the officer put his arm up...or hand up and

made contact with your arm which you had put up to defend yourself,
is that correct?

¥oj;.ha not only raised his arm but he actually flung his arm

out towards me.



Q. & A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

Q. And is that all that he did?

A. That's all because he stepped back and then he reacted to what had
happened. That was when he asked to see my identification papers.
And it was afterward then wheﬁ*gg_fbok it from me, he threw it on

the ground.
——-_—'—'."_-_-‘

Q. But he did not use any physical force on you after making contact
with his hand?
A. No, only words, pretty words for him to I think.

Q. And did you do anything to this officer?
A. What could I do to him?

Q. You didn't do anything at all to him?
A. I didn't do anything, I didn't say anything because we're not used
to treating people like that. He should know exactly what he did.

Q. Well, I'm asking you. I'm wanting to know from you and I expect
you know, that if that's all he did, that's all you should say, right?
You indicated that when you handed him your papers he made some
uncomplimentary remark. What was that remark again?

A. No, there was no uncomplimentary remark he just took the papers
from me and flung them on the ground and he said to me, you're
not from Texas, you're just @ pig he said and you're not from
Texas at all. Don't give me that,

Q. What did he say about your papers?

A. That was when Gonzalez got out of the car and Gonzalez bent down,
picked up my wallets off the ground and gave it back to me. He
didn't look at it and he says to me, you have a right to a lawyer
and other search warrants.

Q. You say your wallet off of the groumd. You say, I think you said
you handed him your papers?

A. When he got out of the car, the first one, the Anglo-American officer,
he was the one that asked me for the papers and then he wanted to
hit me because Gonzalez was at the radio.

Q. Then what did the Anglo officer say about your papers?
A. No, he didn't say nothing to me, he said, you asshole, he said you're
not even registered and he threw it on the ground. My wife was

there and he pulled the permit out of our hand and said, this
plece of shit is no good and threw it on the ground. ——-- Referring
to the word, chingadera, when the interpreter said, the Border
Patrotman sald that this piece of shit 1s no good and threw on
the ground, it would be better translated by, this fucking thing
is no use and then he threw it on the ground.



& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

He threw the paper or your wallet?

It was my wallet. He did not throw my wife's permit on the ground,
he snatched it out of her hand and made off with it. Up and down
he was walking.

Mr. Zapata, you have testified about this matter on two other
occasions. One 1s your statement that I am referring to now,
another is a statement that you gave to an Investigator of the
Immigration Service earlier, and in each instance you have changed
your testimony somewhat and that's why I'm asking you...I have
asked you several times today to tell me exactly what happened

and whether or not the officer touched you on more than one
occagion or touched you more than just the one time with his hand.
You testified before, on one other occasion, that the officer locked
your hands behind you then you testified on another occasion that
the officer locked your hands behind you and you kicked him. What
do you have to say to this discrepancy?

I didn't say that he locked my hands behind my back, I said that he
tried to lock my hands behind my back, that was his intention. When
I jumped back he couldn't possibly lock my hands behind my back.
That's when he reacted and didn't move. I never said that...I did
not say that he %dcked my hands behind my back but that that was
his intention.

What did the officer say when he took the birth certificate of
your wife? Correction...when he took the paper, the Immigration
paper, from your wife?

No, he kept it in his hand and he said, this fuckin' thing is no
good. He went over to the car radio and then he walked up and
down. There's a detail which I haven't mentioned to either of the
attorneys. If you want to do a real investigation, I'm not going
to say it but why don't you ask this AngZo-American asshole what
he said to my daughter. And I've never said it to anyone, not
even my attorneys. Let's see what he'll say to you.

Is that the type of language that you were using to the officer?
I never use any other. It's not very correct, but that's my way
of speaking. I can't use words like chingadézas, fucking things,
because my children were there. Because if I get into a habit
of using words like that, they'd come out through my family.
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& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178
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You indicated in your previous statement, that the officers followed
you to your home?

That's the way it was, yes.

And what happened when you arrived there?

I stopped, I went to open the door for my children, go inside, I told
my children don't worry about anything. I closed the door again. That
was when the other fellow got out immediately and that's what happened
Cuz they were all waiting for me there, my children, cuz>the door was
“locked, ‘cuz I had come here to Escondido.

Who went in the house first?
The children, my children.

Okay, who went in next?
Gonzalez was the first one, the Mexican officer.
—

Why did he go in? -

I didn't know what to do and I'd locked the door. That's when the
second fellow, the Anglo—American officer went into the house...he

didn't open the door, he knocked it down.

ke e dilel na e Y e

Where were you when this happened?

There at the door.

e

And where was the Mexican-American officer?
He had already gone in.

And why did he go in?
Now you'd have to ask him that.

Did you open the door for agent Gonzalez?

Yes, to him. I let him in. He sald Mr. Gonzalez wasn't wrong, he
just said, may I have your permission. Gonzalez never used a bad
word . —_-———__-‘"*““~—-~ ________ ;

And for what reason did Gonzalez go in the house?

I'm asking you now, why did the other three go in, or the other two,
I should say. Why did they open all the doors in the rooms,tin the
bathrooms, for what reason.

Would you like to answer my question?
I don't know why he went in. He was already inside when I spoke to this
gentleman, indicating the attorney. Gonzalez was already inside.



& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

1
Had he gone inside to answerrthe telephone to talk to the attormey?

No,—GConzalez had already gone into the house before I spoke to this
gentleman. My wife called this gentleman.

Is it correct that you opened the door for Agent Gonzalez...and he
entered, then where were you, in the inside of the house or on the
outside of the house? And at that time did you...and at that time
where was the Anglo officer?

Here outside.

How far outside?

I cannot say how far. I1'd like to see you people in a position like
we were in at that time, being able to answer questions like this,
to be able to give exact answers.

Was he near the house or was he in the car or where, do you recall?
It's possible he was about, he was near their car, possibly.

Then did you close the door?
As soon as Gonzalez went in I closed the door so the others couldn't
get in. I already signalled to my wife to make a telephone call.
“That-was the reason Gonzalez answered the telephone, but afterwards
the other fellow came.

And where were you when the other fellow came?
Inside.

In the living room or in the bedroom or where? !
I was near the dizing:room, with my children. A

And were all your childrem in the house at that time?
Only one, Miguel, was at high school. He was the one that wasn't there.

And where were you...ls this where you were then when the Anglo officer
entered the house? :

I wish I knew, I don't want to lie, I should...I was probably inside.
Or I might've been outside. I was so terribly upset at that moment,
not fear. I simply feared for my children, that's all. It's quite
impossible for a man in this hearing to state exactly what happened.

I'm not asking you to do that, Mr. Zapata, I'm only asking fowm your
recollection. Did you see the Anglo officer enter the door?

I heard knocking but I couldn't say whether he was inside or outside.
I was very upset at the time. I didn't know what to do, who to turm
to, turn to the police, it's just the same., I wanted to see somebody
of those who lived there becaase to call the police for something
that the Immigration is doing, nothing.



Q.

& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)

In re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

The question was, Mr. Zapata, did you see the Anglo officer enter the
door?
Yes, he came in the door.

The question was, did you see him come in the door?
No. My wife, yes. Yes, because she was outside with my daughter.

I believe you just said a minute ago that you heard knocking on the
door? i
It could've been him knocking on the door or it could've been
Gonzalez knocking on the beds because he was already in there,

cuz Gonzalez was already inside the house.

When I asked the question or remindd&d you that you indicated that
you heard someone knocking on the doory—I would like to clarify
the interpretation. What I meant by that is not somebody banging
on the door, but merely knocking on the door in a normal manner?
No, it was something very strong it wasn't just a light knocking.
The door wasn't broken, but the lock on it was. The door was
closed but not locked and there was no need to kick it or to push
it in.

How do you know the door was kicked or pushed?
Anybody'd know. Since the lock was broken...

You indicated Mr. Zapata, that the door was not broken but the lock
was, is that correct?

The knocks must've been very, very hard because it was the lock on
the door that was broken.

When you say lock, are you talking about the metal face plate that
fits on the facing of the door?

What came out was this metal piece here. This was the metal piece
that came out...

Just explain.

Mr. Zapata's answer...it's a, the striker plate came out, therefore,
the knocks on the door must’ve been very, very strong and the door
was cracked up to about a height of about three feet on the side.

Was that striker plate loose before that?

The door closed properly and opened properly. To find that out,
you'd have to go to the person who rents us the house. We haven't
told him anything, because otherwise he'd make us pay for it to have
it repaired. Yes, it was in good condition.



Q. & A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

'Q.. Then what you said I believe, is that you did not see the Anglo
officer enter the door?
- A. It's possible and ‘it's not possible. Only my wife knows bacause she
© was outside with my little daughter who was crying. I know only
_ one thing. They came in and they were inside. R

,,\‘.‘,_‘;. S -
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Q. Did anybody ever demonstrate to you or show you hov they broka in

-

- the door? :
A. Who would show me, because the door wouldn't cloae aftetwards.~v1t .
does close, but it won t lock. B e B »»,vﬁ 7}*

&
= .

Q. Then I ask you, Mr. Zapata, how could you demonatrate to mn, the s
investigator, when I was at your house, exactly how the officer put
his foot on the door and kicked it and thereafter put his shoulder
to the door and forced it,. If you did not even see this happen e

or no one even told you about it? : # SRR i

A. Why couldn't it have been like that? Because tha door won't close e
afterwards. No, he said why couldm't it have been lika that S
because... g & e Y ; A o

sy
I
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Q. It's not a matter of qﬁy couldn't it have been likn that, Mr. Zapata,."~*=
~ ~ as a matter of fact you demonstrated to me exactly how the.officer”™ -
~did it, leading me to believe that you were an eye witness on- the
outside. of the house?
A. I don't know whether I was inside or ousside and after...during
another investigation two years later, how can I know? I work..
I have just come from...I have just come from gathering lemons and
I have children, six months have gone by. What I do remember
is that they called my children and myself pigs and asshole and
with all the froblems I have got with my family, money problems,
I can't keep thinking or remembering how these things happened ¥
exactly and I don't keep recalling what happened to come here with
steady testimony. : :

Q. You indicated, Mr. Zapata, that the officers questioned your children. o~
What sort of questions were they asking the children? :

A. What they told me is one thing, as for Carlos and Victor, they are : : ;
the only ones that know because I wasn't with them. I know what g e
they told me, my children. They are the only ones that know and ' 3
they are the only ones that can tell you. I don't know. I wasn't: :
with them until the moment I saw Carlos. : - SRS e T 2

Q. But I'm speaking of your small children at home. ; ¢ Rt
A. They didn't ask them questions. ' : : 3



& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

Did they in any way molest the children?
No, they were frightened by the behavior of the Anglo-American officer.

And what behaviour is that?

My children were frightened when the Anglo-American officer came and
started opening the doors of all the roome, bedrooms, washrooms

and then he sat down on the table where they were. That's why the
were frightened but he didn't ask them any questions. - ;

He didn't talk to them at all?

No, not with the children, not at all. He was the only one that was
talking, calling us assholes and so on. Looking at the rooms and
saying pigs and what's here but they didn't ask any of my children
any questions.

Did any of the officers make any disparaging remarks about your
attorney?

He told me that the lawyer was a charlatan. Your son is an asshole
and that lawyer is a charlatan, that's what he said.

What does charlatan mean?
A charlatan is a man who is tricky and he deceives the people.

And you're positive that that's the exact word that he used?

I'm quite willing to have a lie detector test to prove to you I'm
telling the truth. He not only said the word charlatan once, he
said it several times and I'm certain of it.

Do you use the word? Is that a word that is commonly used in Spanish?
Do you use that word very much?

It's not used very often. I don't hear it very often, but he did

use it and it's used by & man who don't know anything at all.

You have indicated in your previous statements that the officers

did not think that Carlos was your son. Did they say anything...
what were their comments concerning this...or, yes what were their
comments or the person...the agent's comment?

On the wrong side they sat down on the bed, the two of them, one of
them always remained standing and silent. I took out the photographs
of Carlos. I showed them the photographs and said look, this is

my son. He has a boxing belt. He was a champion at one time,
amateur, in Mexico. I showed them to them. I showed them everything,
all to no avail.



Q. & A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

Q. Is that all that was said?
A. No, they said he wasn't my son.

Q. Did they say why they suspected this?
A. No, they never gave me any reason, never told me anything.

Q. When did it come to your attention that the Border Patrol had taken
your son, Victor, to Temecula?

A. When the thing with Carlos happened and Carlos had remained at
home, the Immigration officials had gone and Victor told me they
took Carlos away from me and they took him away. That's why 1
went to look for the Immigration officials. It wasn't possible,

I couldn't find them. I went to Temecula and then I came from
Temecula toc this control point here in Escondido on the road to...
First of all I went to the offices of the Immigration in Temecula.
They told me it's not possible that he's in the review at Temecula.

Q. Well, that's unimportant at this point. Mr. Zapata...
A. It is possible that he is in the review.

Q. The question was, of course, when did it come to your attention
that Victor was taken by the Border Patrol to Temecula and you
indicated that it was after the Border Patrol left and you talked
to your son, Carlos. When you went to Temecula and you did
confront your son ‘there with the Border Patrol, did your sonm,
Victor, deny that you were his father?

A. Never.

Q. Do you deny that you told the Border Patrol that you had had an
argument with Victor and had kicked him out of the house and that's
why he was denying that he was your son?

A. No, during the review or lineup, he didn't deny that I was his
father, that was before. Before that we had a falling out because
he married very young. For that reason he didn't talk to me.

When this happened to him, naturally I went to see him. He was with his
wife =madithe Immigration boss. He was with his wife because he

was put into prison and all of his belongings wéraethrown into

one big blanket. Gonzalez, that's what Victor told me. I didn't

see it. Yes, I did bring the things from where they had them up

there in the bus, cuz I said to Gonzalez, they could take care

of my son's wife cuz she has no papers but never her belongings,

he hdd no reason to take her belongings.
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& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

o ?O

At what point did you attempt to recover the car that Victor was
driving?

Legally. I said if they can't give me the car, I'm very poor and
we really need the car.

Was that the same day?
Same day and the next day.

And why didn't they release the car to you?
Because there is an order from Immigration that they shouldn't hand
him over his car, shouldn't release it to him.

And was Victor driving the car that day?
Yes.

And did you have the papers on the car?
Yes, I have them at home right now.

Did you have them that day when you tried to get the car out?
Yes.

Were they in your name?
No, no they were in the name of the owner of the car but he had
signed a form for me authorizing me to use it.

How long before that had you obtained the car?
About ten days.

And how long did it take you to actually change the ownership of the
car?

They didn't change the ownership for me until I had paid little by
little. When this happened, I went to Los Angeles, I asked the owner
of the car to please, that he should pass the ownership over to me

to come and pick it up, that's why the other I day I had the title,

I went for the car.

Did the owner of the storage yard tell you that he would not release
the car to anyone other than the owner on the papers?

That's why I went and got the title. I went at night time and the
next day I went to pick up the car, the title. We have orders not
to release the car. I don't know...I don't know who telephoned when
I was there for the car with Victor, Immigration officals arrived,
they asked to see our identification appers, we showed them to them
and they went off and then the owner of the storage place thought
that we had entered illegally and so he wants to get rid of us to
keep the car, even though it mightn't he worth much but he wants to
keep it. They work like that. I want to clarify that afterwards



& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

I kept going for the car, they didn't give it to me. 22 days elapsed
and they told me I'd have to pay $270 for the car.

When you went the first time to get the car, did you have the title
to the car?
No.

When you went the second time, did you have the title to the car?
The second time, yes.

And whose name was on the title?
Garcia.

And did the man explain to you that he would not release the car to
anyone other than the registered owner?

Yes, he sald that after several days had elapsed he told me that if
I paid $270 I could pick up the car.

I'm speaking of the secondday when you went back and had the title
of the car when the title was in the name of Garcia. Did the man
at the yard explain to you that he could not release the car to
anyone other than the registered owner?
No, the man in the storage place told me that he could not release
the car to anybody by order of the Immigration, to anybody, whether
they have the title or not. They would, however, after several days
had elapsed, release the car to me on payment of $270.

Was this after you had obtained the title in yomr name?
The second day I already had the title.

But the second day the title was in the name of Garcia, isn't that

correct?

No, I do not have the title in my own name because the car is there
and I have no money. But, however, theywere willing to release the
car to me hfter 22 days on payment of $270. 1I'd have to pay $270.

Are you saying that the car is still not in your name?
Okay, I think an explanation is required here.

Mr. Zapata, can you recall about what date Mr. Garcia, the owner of
that vehicle, signed it over to you, signed the title himself, giving
you custody or giving you ownership of the vehicle?

Sometime ago, I can't remember the date, but he signed it forme swhew
the car was already impounded.
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& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

Q.

A.

Q.
A.

A.

About how long had the car been impounded, when he signed it over to
you?

One day cuz that night I went off to Los Angeles and I asked him to
sign it over to me, that I would keep on paying him so that I could
go pick up the car.

Have you ever had the title transferred into your name?

No, I haven't had the title transferred into my name because ith
impounded and how am I going to get it, they won't give it to ma.
Now 1've got to pay, whether they give me the car or not, I've got
to continue paying and if they don't give it to me and it's
transferred into my name, what do I gain from it?

Did your son, Victor, ever tell you that he signed an Immigration
fomrequesting that the car be stored?

He told me that they had given him some paper to sign, but they
never told him what it was for and this is not new, they're always
being presented with papers, they're very often shown papers they
are asked to sign, this is not new and they don't know what they're
signing, it is not expldined to them.

Does your son read Spanish?

He went to school...he speaks a little, but he doesn't read very
well, He knew that I had a problem once with Immigration. I tell
you this because I'd like to clarify it to you if I may. This
very often happens. Immigration comes to me and they ask me to
sign down here on the bottom and they cover up the top of the
document. That could have happened with Victor.

What kind of problems have you had with Immigration before?

I was taking a person in the car. This was sometime ago I had under-
taken to help this person. I wasn't aware that I had certain rights.
To have my family here. They made an agreement with me. I wanted

to bring Miguel here, 'the small one and another son of mine and

they caught me. In Temecula they caught me on several occasions

cuz we were working here. But I didn't know that I could have my
children here legally. We work around here and we are very

often caught around here.

Have you ever been arrested by the Border Patrol?
Yes, around here they have caught me several times with my children.

Specifically, Mr. Zapata, I want to ask you, did you...have you
ever been arrested and charged with smuggling?
Yes. b

Ry
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& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

Q.
A‘

Q-
A,

Q.
A.

How many times?
Once, six months.

You were convicted, is that correct?
Sentenced to six months.

And were you arrested any other time and charged with smuggling?
For bringing other people and the children they gave me six months
and five years probation. I don't know what happened, after the
five years probation they gave me anotfer six months.

How many times have you been stopped by the Border Patrol coming
from the border?

Coming from the border, only that one occasion when I got six
months. We work around here, around Escondido, and we're going
to the fields to plantsor to pick avocados, we're stopped all
the time, my children and myself.

Do you resent the Border Patrol?

No, he said I don't resent the Border Patrol. If I commit a fault
they have to punish me but five years probationy.I think that the
only type of person that should get a sentence like that is somebody
who is drunk and lazy and won't work. I think the judge exaggerated

when he gave me five years probation. No, whoever commits afault,

I conmiteéed a fault and I agree that anyone who breaks the law

must be punished by this country or any other country. I have no
resentment.

Did you ever make a statement to Mr. Gonzalez, Agent Gonzalez that
we're talking about here, one of the three officers we're talking
about, that you did not like gringo officers?

Never. One day in Fallbrook I was filling up my car with gasoline,
he arrived all on his own in an immigration car, he says, how's

it going Mr. Zapata? 1 said, how are you and we spoke for about
five minutes. He says to me, I'm sorry for what happened the other
time and I said to him well, these things happen but the one that
caugsed so much damage in my family was the other fellow. He said
yes, well sometimes they make mistakes because they're new. And

he said it was a terrible thing what they did to us but these
things sometimes happen because the people are new. And then he
says, okay, Mr. Zapata, see you now, bye bye. And I have never
said that to Gonzalez or anybody. Why should I say that? Why
should I hate a gringo? We're all the same, Mexicans, gringos,
anybody else. I feel a certain amount of anger for what happened
and because my children saw it and I believe that that is 100 percent
unjust what happened there.
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& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

Q.

A.

I only have one other question. And I'd like to get back to the part
about your door being allegedly broken. You indicated that you did
not see the officer enter the door, but you had heard a knock. Do
you know if any member of your family...which member of your family
told you that they actually saw the Anglo officer enter the door?

It was my children we talked about and commented on a ‘1ot, but
actually It was my wife that told me. I haven't talked about it

any more to my children because I want them to forget about it.

My wife knows exactly. She was the one that saw. She's the one

that knows everything.

I'd like to clarify also, the knock that you indicated that you heard
on the door. Was that a knock that sounded like it was made by
someone knocking with their hand or knuckles?

No, it couldn't have been that, no. I wish it had been thazsway.

No, I don't know, what can I say now? Everything was like that.

I wish it just simply hadn't been like that.

You indicated that you were in the dining room at the time you heard
the knock?
Yeah, I was in the dining room because I tried at all times to remain
beside the children. I was either there or I was either inside
where Gonzalez was. I was in one of those two places, either the
dining room or inside with Gonzalez. What I don't remember is...
oh yeah, the question that I'm being asked is this? Was I in the
dining room or was I further in where Gonzalez was? Most the time
I spent beside my children. Of course, it's a very uglysituation.
There are so many things and it's rather difficult to clarify them.
He was very wrong, the man, very wrong. He doesn't understand people.
He was very wrong. He understands maybe people's reactions but he
was wrong. I can't say what was the matter with him but I was very
much afraid for them, simply for them. I'm sure you, I assure you
I'm not exaggerating and Gonzalez must know what that man was doing.
If they're really men and men that belong to the state, they should
be...better behave without lies. They should be sincere. They
should know how that man behaved. They should say. I shouldn't
have to say it, they should say it. That's how men should act
towards the Government. They should say what that man did and what
conditions he did it in.

Then, I believe you say that your wife actually saw the Anglo officer
enter the house?

Do you realize she saw everything? My elddst daughter, 15 years old,
we never mentioned anything to her or the other children.
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Q.
A.

Q.

A.

A.
Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q'
A.

Q.
A.

A.

Who called the lawyer?
She did, my wife.

And was she in the room with Agent Gonzalez when he talked to the
attorney?

We were all there, my wife was there and my children was there, the
three officlals were there, officers, three officers were there.

I want to clarify ... the last one to enter, he entered and he looked
at what was going on and he was checking the place.

Who was that?
It was another fellow. I don't know whether he was from Mexico or
Puerto Rico, an Immigration officer.

He entered to see what was going on?
It's possible that's what he came in for.

And did he come in before theeAnglo officer or after the Anglo officer?
He was the last to come in. He came in almost at the end. He didn't
bother us in any way and I believe he saw what was going on. He
didn't say anything but he was looking.

You indicated before that there was something said to your daughter
that you had never mentioned before, what was that?

I don't want to mention it but ask him, he knows what he said.

I never even said it to these two attorneys present. It's not

to better my position to be accusing and I don't...and it wouldn't
even please me that they'd be punished. That man knows what he
said to my daughter.

Do you know what he said to your daughter?
I know but I'm not going to say. If they ask him he should tell.

Which daughter was that?
The one that's fifteen years old.

And what's her name?
Maria Zapata. Her name is Maria Zapata, just like my wife, more or

less.

One more question, Mr. Zapata. Back to ... Mr. Zapata, you indicated
before that the officers did not believe that Carlos was your son?
This was at the time when you were at your home and did the officer...
did any of the officers make any kind of remark about why they didan't
believe that Carlos was your son?

No, they gave me no explanation. All they said to me was that we
don't believe he's your son.



Q.

& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)

In re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

And did they make any kind of a remark why they didn't think he was
your son?

All they sald to me was this asshole is not your son. That's all
they said to me. I showed them the photographa and his birth
certificate and we showed them all these things. He was born in
Mexico, but we showed them. When they left they spoke with this
gentleman, Mr. Murray Hawkins. They never accepted that he was

my son and I had the proof in my hand.

Did they indicate whose son they thought it was?

No, they only told me that they didn't believe he was my son. They
never told me why they thought that he wasn't my son or whose son
he was.

Did Carlos ever indicate to you that he did not tell the officers
that Victor was his brother?
Would you repeat that question again, sir?

Did Carlos ever indicate to you that he told the officers...or
he did not tell the officers that Victor was his brother?

I knew nothing. When Carlos...I didn't even know that Victor had
been detained. When the Immigration officials left, Carlos told
me that they took away Victor and I said why and he said I don't
know and that's all.

Mr. Zapata, have you ever been treated for a mental problem?
No. No.

Have you ever told anyone that you had a tumor in your head?
I had a lesion in my Read, or I used to have, because of an accident
I had while gathering lemons, but I'm not mad, I'm not crazy.

Have you ever been treated in a hospital in San Diego?
Yes.

Which hospital?
University.

And what kind of treatment did you get?
They told me I had a nervous lesion because of the accident I had
and the treatment was really one of rest.

How long were you treated this way?

I don't know, about two months I think. I go to see Dr. Lennon in
Fallbrook and he says I'm normal.

- 21 3



Q. & A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)

In

re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

Q.
A

A.

How long ago was that that you were in San Diego?
I think it was in 1972.

Did any of the officers indicate to you that your son looked like
someone else?

Something like that, they told me something, something like that.
I don't deny in this case, they told me something like that.

Something like what?
He said something, I can't say what I don't know, once only they
told me, once only they told me.

Mr. Zapata, did anyone encourage you to make a complaint in this
matter?

No, simply nobody. I considered I should do it. I have never
complained about anything. I suffered a lot because of my children
when it came to this. No, nobody, who could it be? I just did
what I felt.

I have a statement here by Victor Zapata,z€arlos Zapata and one
Jorge Lopez. Do you know about this statement? Do you know what
was said in this statement?

Yes, a 1little, I do.

Do you know who Jorge Lopez 1s?
Yes, I know him. Just the other day he went to my house to talk to
me.

Were you there when he signed this paper?
Yes.

How did it come about that he came to your house that day?

I went to look for him. I asked him to go. He was in the car and
I want him to tell the truth about the matter. I wanted to hear
too what he had to say. To have some kind of a basis to find out
if my children were telling the truth. I want to say that this
boy went to that house once more and asked me not to get him mixed
up in these matters. He had just given a permit to Immigratinon
and didn't want to get mixed up. I told him that since he was in
the car, if he was called to give evidence, all he had to do was
just tell the truth.

Did he know what was in this letter that he was signing?
I explained everything to him.



& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.

You explained it to him?
My children. My children and this gentleman, Mr. Seckelman, they
explained it to him.

And were you aware that that was not his real name?
I don't know, they always call him Jorge.

Didn't he tell you that that was not his name?

I don't know whether that's his name or not. I didn't even know,
my children always call him Jorge and where he works he's known
ag Jorge zlways.

Did you gc and get this Mr. Lopez or did your son, Victor, go and
get him?

I don't remember, I think it was Victor. It's possible it was Victor.

He'd just finished working, I think it was Victor. I think it was
Victor cuz he used to take the car to work. No, it was a friend of
Victor's not of Carlos.

You indicated, I believe, that you explained a part of this to Mr.
Lopez and that a Mr. Joe Seckelman, I believe you indicated Mr.
Seckelman alsc explained it to him?

He explained to him well and I said to Lopez, if it happened just
like that, like my children said and since he was in the car, it's
necessary for him to help us and to sign in order to attempt to
recover the car that we have, my children need it to go to work.

I said to George, if it's true, vou should do it. If it's not
true, don't do it. I said that J8rge. And he said, that's the
way it happened. Just like my children had told me.

Mr. Zapata, do you have anything else you'd like to add to this
statement?

No, just thank you very much and I'm very sorry the problems that
I have caused that I certainly didn't want to cause them but
really it wasn't me that started all this that caused all these
probdéms. What happened to me wasn't so important but I just
didn't like them entering the house the way they did, that's all.
I want to say I have nothing against anybody. I don't like to
see other people being punished. I'm not doing it for that reason.
I consider it unjust that people who...llke that, who work for
the Government shouldn't do things like that. I also find it
unfair that they should take the car from me cuz I still owe
payments on it. It's not hatred that has motivated me to do this.
It's nothing. Even though they don't consider me my brother,

I donsider them my brothers, we're all human beings are the same.

o of 99 -
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& A. Statement of JOSE ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, JOSE; CHU-178

As I said before, I don't feel any pleasure if they’'re going to
be punished, if that's going to happen. I just regret that they
have those defects and thank you very much.

Mr. Zapata, do you feel that you've been treated faitly during this
inquiry?
More than I deserve.

Now, you consented to and realize that this statement was taken
on tape. After it is transcribed are you willing to sign it
providing it is a true and correct transcript of the tape made
today?

I'm quite willing to sign this transcript provided it has exactly
what I said. I just want to tell the truth.

Very well. Interview terminated.
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CERTIFICATION
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PLEASE REFEN TO THIS FILE NUMBER

_ Aoy s
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE L

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

-

RECORD OF SWORW STATZEIENT

Office: Central Office, Office of Professional File No.: CHU-178
Integrity

Statement bys: MARIA ZAPATA

In the Case of: ZAPATA, MARTIA

At: ILscondido; California Date: February 21, 1978
Before: AMOS L. EDENS, Investigator

In the Spanish language. Interpreter: TEOMAS PAGE

I am an officer of the United States Immigration and Naturalization
Service, authorized by law to administer oaths and take testimony in
connaction with the enforcement of the Immigration and Nationality laws
of the United States and internal administrative matters. T desire to
take your sworn statement regarding an allegation of misconduct of
Border Patrol Agents made by your husband, Jose Zapata, regarding an
incident that took place nea;fﬁiig;ook, California on or about September 15,
1977

Before we ask you any questions, you must understand your rights.
You have the right to remain silent.

Anything you say can be used against you in court or in any immigration
or administrative proceeding.

You have the right to talk to a lawyer for advice before we ask you any
questions and to have him with you during questioning.

If you decide to answer questions now without a lawyer, you will still
have the right to stop answering at any time. You also have the right
to stop answering at any time until you talk to a laweyr.

Q. Do you wish to have a laweyr or any other person present to advige
you? : :

A. Yes, I wish to be presented by Mr. Murray lawkins, the lawyer and also
by the law student, Mr. Joe Seckelman.

Q. Are you willing to answer my questions at this time?
A, Why not.



& A. statement of MARIA ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, MARIA; CHU=-=178

And your attorney is present with you today, 1s that correct?
Yes, that's right.

Would you stand and raise your right hand please? Do you swear that
the statements you are about to make will be the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

Yes, the whole truth, yes.

For the record, would you state your full name?
Maria Atzimba; A=T=Z-I-M-B~A, Rangel, R-A=-N-G-E-=L, De Zapata.

Where and when were you born?
In Morelos, Michoacan, in Mexico, the 26th of April 1937.

And what 1s your present immigration status in this country?

(At this point the attorney for the respondent has asked to explain the,
Mrs. Zapata's status. HAWKINS: She's in possession of a Levi letter
and she has applied for status as a permanent resident under grounds
that her husband i1s a U.S. citizen.)

And where do you live Mrs. Zapata?
In Fallbrook.

Mrs. Zapata, do you recall an incident that occurred about September 16,
1977 in which the Border Patrol questioned your son Carlos?
We did not see our Carlos when they asked him questions.

Did you observe the Border Patrol maltreating Carlos in any way?
No. My husband yes. Only my husband. =~

You were with your husband in the car when you encountered your son
Carlos, in custody of the Border Patrol downtown Fallbrook, is that
correct?

Yes.

Did any of the Border Patrol Agents mistreat any of your family that you
observed?

My children were scared at first because Agents of the Border Patrol came
in first, one was a light skinned fellow. Then my husband said to the
children, get under the table, the small girl was crying. I was inside
because I still wouldn't believe that Carlos was outside. My husband
came running in, he said to get out the photograph of Carlos when he

was a boxer, to show to this light colored berder official. I left the
room. I went into the room and I got some photographs of Carlos out of
the cornercase to show to this light colored border official so that he
would leave us alone. I run to get the photographs and the door was
closed.



Q. & A. statement of MARIA ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, MARIA; CHU-178

Q'

A.

Q—
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Just a minute. I think we're getting ahead a little bit. My question
originally to you was, when you encountered the Border Patrol downtown
Fallbrook, did you observe the Border Patrol mistreating any member of
your family at that point?

In the (inaudible) Fallbrook, my husband was there. We only have the
little daughter with us and this light colored Border official mistreated
en the light colored border official came up and mistreated my husband

was, myself, the little daughter and my husband.

my husband. The only members that were with me in downtown Fallbrook
wh h

How did the official mistreat your husband?

When I saw Carlos detained by the Border Patrrol I didn't think it was
Carlos. I stopped to have a look. I said Jose it looks like Carlos
that's detained by the patrol, Border Patrol, he run over and my husband
run over, saw it was Carlos and said yes, it's him and one of the official
came up and said you're the one we want to see, just stop where you are,
pull over and stop there in front.

Then what happened?

Then my husband went off. He parked the car and then twe patrolmen came
and ‘they stopped beside him, the 1light colored gentleman got out of the
car. They didn't ask him for any kind of identification. My husband said
he's my son, he said, and he has papers. We have rights here. This
gentleman refrained to Mr. Seckelman had given my son certain papers

to say that he was in the process of getting immigration papers and my
husband told this to the border official and they said no, no he's an
illegal here, he has no papers. Then he said why are you telling me all
those things like this, because he was using alot of abusive language.

Who was using abusive language?
The light colored gentleman.

What kind of abusive language?

Ass-hole, pigs and then he asked my husband for identification and my
husband said no, no I'm from Texas. You're not even registered. Then,
then my husband took his wallet out of his pocket and showed his
identification and the Border Patrolman said this fucking thing is no

_good. When they saw that my husband was angry, this fucking thing is
no good and he said well arrest me. It was a dark colored official

I believe he was from Texas, he goes over to where my husband and the
light colored gentleman are, he said what are you talking about, don't
you think we can arrest him. If you're within your rights, arrest me,
my husband said to them. This light colored gentleman picked up my
husband's identification papers and kept them. I was, I was scared

" because I thought they were going to hit him. My little girl was

crying during this time and you, madam what kind of papers do you have.

- i



Q.

& A. statement of MARIA ZAPATA (cont'd)

In re: ZAPATA, MARIA; CHU-178

Q-
A.

Al

Then I took out the (inaudible) in which they gave me at immigration

in San Diego, and I gave them one of my lawyer'’s cards so he could call
him by phone. He said these fucking papers are no _good and besides that
lawyer is just a (inaudible) and then he takes away my permit., This

is not good, but if it's no good then I just left it with him. I was
scared. Then my husband said to me, -call the lawyer. I went to arpublic
telephone to call the lawyer at his office to see if he was there. My
husband remained with these Border Patrol and my son Carlos was inside

the patrol car. Then we went home.

At this point, where you said you thought the officer was going to hit your
husband, what did he do that made you think he was going to hit him?
Because when he was taking the papers off, he went like this, swin ing
hie -arm and he hit him in the face. And then my husband moved back and
said what's the matter, what have you got with me. And I thought they
were going to fight there. I got scared, then my husband said to him,

I have nothing more to say. My children are out and they are coming out
of school shortly, my husband left and said come on, lets go home. And
the Border Patrol followed my husband home. My children are already
outside the house. When the children saw Carlos detained in the Border
Patrol truck, the younger ones sS;rted to cry. I stayed outside the
house with the smallest daughter cuz’she was the one that was most
scared. It was at this moment that the light colored border official
kicked in the door, that I went to show the photographs to.

Did you see him kick in the door?

I was in the middle of the room and I was just about to go over and get
the photographs to show them to this light colored gentleman to prove
that he wasn't, Carlos was my son. I was in the middle, I was standing
in the middle of the room and the door was closed. I heard him rushing
the door and he hit it again, then he stands there with his hands on his
hips, and said madam, where is your husband? I couldn't answer because I
was on the verge of crying. One of my daughters - was fourteen years old
and the two smaller ones were under the table. My daughter was there and
she was eating something in her mouth and she turned and looked at me and
the officer said, get into the back. Then he came in, I was too frightened
to go and look for the photographs and he tried to open the door, one of
the bathrooms which is on this side, the washroom was on one side and the
bedroom on the other and he turned aronnd, he opened the door and he
continued straight on. And my husband was in the last room where the
telephone is. They said, father they want to talk to you. Then he went
he turned around and left with them. Okay, he turned around making,

I don't know what kind of accusation, what do you want with him?

-.Mrs. Zapata, back to the, your encounter in downtown Fallbrook, when you said
you thought the officer was going to hit your husband, did he actually hit
him or did you just think he was?

He slapped him in the face and said what do you want with me?

~ &



Q.
In

& A. statement of MARIA ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, MARIA; CHU-178

B

A.

Q.
A-

Q.

A.

Q.

And who said, what dh You want from me?
My husband said what do you want with me.,

And did the officer hit him with the palm of his hand or the back of 5-7’

his hand?

We were turned this way and my husband jumped back when thg offléer
.glggggd him in the face. And the officer did not try to(égf%EE)him
ut #a

my husband said, what do you want with him?

b TEE

What did your husband do at that point?

Nothing, I don't know whether my husband gave him 3 kick to get him off
~ and said what, what are you doing here, you think we -can't arrest you.- & :
‘Then my husband said9 if you think you're within your rights, arrest me.l' E

__1§,ynn_a§§ your husband kick at_ the officer? s ¢,

Lo

When the Immigration officer slapped my husband in the face, he withdrew di:ﬁ'

.backwards and his foot came up inta the air slightly.,

Did they do, did they do anything else with your husband’

No, I run off to call the lawyer. I went across the road to a gas

station to telephone to the lawyer. Two border officials, the light- i
colored one and the dark Texan stayed there discussing the matter with e

my husband.

@ f

Now, do you have any complaint against the actions of the two Agents

other than the Anglo, other than the Anglo officer?

Ngl_zddon't. It was the light colored gentleman that used foullanguage
in front of me and my children. The Texan no. The other one never said

anything at all., The third one only intervened after I called the lawyer.

me they were going to get in touch with Mr. Daniel, not to hang up,
and then Mr. Daniel came to the phone and I- told that the officers were _
already inside the house and Mr. Daniel who was also I believe Mr.

Seckelman, said how come they're already inside the house, let me talk

to them. Okay, there was a small living room near thecexit: dnd;my .
husband went to the phone to talk to the lawyer. That's when the -

officers came in and also the other one who never said anything.

Did you Mrs. Zapata, did you invite the Mexican American officer in the
“house to talk on the telephone to your lawyer?

I don't know who spoke. I put them on the phone to Mr. Daniel

talking on the phone.

- When I was bringing the photographs out to show to the light colored
gentleman, this third officer said talk to your lawyer. I called this
office, the lawyer's office and the young lady answered, and they. told

They were
already inside. They were already in the house when Mr. Daniel was

20
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Q. & A, statement of MARTA ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, MARTA; CHU-178

Q.
A,

Q.
A.

Q.

A,

When you arrived at the house, who went in the house first?
The light colored officer,

He was the first person in the house when you arrived?

I stayed outside with my little daughter and my husband went inside,

I stayed outside with my little daughter and my husband(wet in and

two border officials followed him, T don’t know which one went in firse,
I stayed outside with my little daughter because she wag crying and

I told her they weren't going to do anything to her father,

When you indicated that your husband went in, then two others went dng
were you speaking of two officers?
Two Border Patrolmen, the light colored one and the Texan,

And where were you at that time? g
I stayed outside, my little daughter was crying. She wanted Carlos to
get out of the patrol car,

1s that when the door was, you say that the door was forced open?

They had already kicked the door down and entered, When they came up and
“went back in again, the two of them, and they came out when I went in to
see my husband, when I went to get the photographs, the light colored
gentleman only him, ,when he knocked on the door and he knocked on it

the second time and knocked it down, and he said, madam where is your
husband? I was surpised, I couldn't answer because I was afraid and
scared at this time, that was my daguther was eating and she turned
around and he said to her, get into the (1naudible) on the right,

Did, did you hear, did you hear anyone knock on the door?
When they knock on the door is one thing, but when they lnock it down
it's another. I hegxdrhim knocking 1t down.

And did you attually see the officer when he came through the door?
Yes, I saw him, That's when he went out to see my husband, started
opening doors. Even down to the last room.

Was one of the officers Or were any of the officers already in the house
at that time?

The Texan had already left. And when the light colored gentleman knocked
down the door, then came the others. The Texan came in, but the other
fellow'hesitated, . he didn't want to g0 in. The three of them did come
in, sat down on the bed. They took the phone and began to speak to Mr.
Daniel,

You say that they had been in the house before and left?
Yes.

For what reason did they leave?
They were just walking in and out.

e
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Q. & A. statement of MARIA ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, MARIA; CHU=178

Q. Was there alot of commotion there, was there alot of talking, was
everybody excited?
A. Everybody was working.

Q. When you say that the officer was breaking down the door, was the family
excited?

A. Yes. One little girl was crying the other one was under the table.
They were frightened. The husband told them not to move, they weren't
even eating.

Q. Were you and your husband also talking to the officers outside the
house?
A. Inside.

Q. But you were not talking to them outside?

A. No, they were coming in and going out, one of the border officials
(inaudible), I understood this conversation, he was asking why are they
bothering these people, because the light colored gentleman was in a
rotten mood and the other one just followed him in.

Q. Have you ever had any probleﬁs with the Border Patrol before?
A. No sir.

Q. Is that the only contact you ever had with the Border Patrol?
A. We've never had any problems or any trouble with anybody. We don't bother
anybody and nobody bothers us.

Q. Where were the kids during all of this time that the officers were there
at the house?

A. They were standing at the table, my husband had told them don't move from
there.

Q. And is that where they were all of the time that the officers were there?
A. Yes, they were standing there. They didn't move.

Q. They were not playing outside the house?
A. No.

Q. Were there any witnesses other than just the family there?
A. A little boy saw it.

Q. What little boy?

A. The little boy that lives next door. He had come out of school and he
stopped there to look. The little boy didn't went the house, he just
stayed outside watching.



Qc
In

& A. statement of MARIA ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, MARIA; CHU-178

Q.

Did he see any of this?

I think he should have seen 1it. When I saw him through the window, I saw
the little boy standing outside, but I don't know what time he could have
arrived there.

What's his name?
Eduardo.

Eduardo what?
Eduarde Valencia.

Was he there until the officers left?

I don't know, I didn't notice. When the officers left we came out to
(inaudible) down. The light colored gentleman, the Texan became very
nice, they took Carlos down from the car and they explained to him, no
he said, you can have your papers arranged, you can become American
citizen, and that was when they left. They took him down out of the
car.

Are you saying that the Spanish officer, Mexican-American officer was
trying to help the family?

There were two of them. There were two dark colordd men, the other one
was very good, he was a very nice fellow, he never said anything, the
Texan in the end began to help. This dark colored official was saying,
well, what are they doing ni;this, this 1s a nice family. I understood
that he was saying to the others, come on lets go. He was a very nice
fellow, he never got involved for any reason whatsoever. In a way, L
felt like saying something to the light colored gentleman right there.

Mrs. Zapata, to clarify a point about the children were during the

time the officers were at the house. The question was, were, did the
children remain inside the house all of the time that the officers were
there?

They were standing there eating, because my husband had told them not to
move from there.

Mrs. Zapata, were you with your husband when you went up to Temecula to

see about your son Victor who was in custody of the Border Patrol up there?

Yes.

Did your son Victor at first deny that Jose was his father?
Yes.

And why was this, do you know?

Victor never understood my husband from tiny 1little boy, and he had
problems with Victor and he run him out of the house, and Victor has
alvays worked in Fallbrook. And when we went to see, my husband run
him out and he never returns home since.

- B



Q. & A. statement of MARIA ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, MARIA; CHU-178

Qo
A-

Q.
A.

Q.
A.
Q.

A.

Q-
A.

Q.
A.

Al

(@)
A‘

Do you know what name Victor had given to the Border Patrol?
I don't remember.

Do you know if he had given the Patrol a name other than his true name?
Yes, because the Texan official said he did.

Was your husband there, was your husband present when Victor denied
that he was his father?
No. We didn't know that they had also retained Victor.

No, no. I'm speaking of when you went to Temecula and Victor denied
that Jose was his father? Was Jose there when Victor said_ that?

When they took Victor out they already had him in the buss,’ they took
him out because Carlos said to Jose, Carlos said, Daddy they also
retained Victor. How did they retain Victor, he said, zgss Daddy they
did. We were going with Carlos and the Border Patrol was coming with
the Texan and then my husband got out and said they were also detaining
my other son, boy was called Victor, he looked at the list and said no,
no Victor here and Carlos said to him, Carlos said this is my brother
and they asked why did he have another name, since he got out my father
though they were going to hit him. And he says yes he's my son also.
Is he a light colored fellow and he says yes, One has an operation
scar here on his throwt. Lets g0 to Temecula he's there. Are you going
to follow me and then my husband took off after the Rorder Patrol to
follow them. And then they took Victor out and we were in the office
and then they said to him, why did you deny that he's your father.

We haven't spoken to each other for years, and why didn't you tell me

I would have dropped you off at your house with Carlos, look where you
are now, that's what they said to him.

That's what the Border Patrol said?
Yes, the Agent at the Border Patrol.

Did the Border Patrol ask Victor in front of Jose if Jose was his father?
Inside yes.

And what did Victor say?
They brought Victor from the bus,;

What did Victor say?
The Immigration officer asked Victor who is this lady? My mother.
What's her name? This gentleman? My father,

But you indicated that before that Victor had denied that Jose was his
father?
When they were first detained.

He didn't deny it in front of his father?

No.
O



Q. & A, statement of MARIA ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, MARIA; CHU-178

/ .

A.

Mrs. Zapata, getting back to the conditions of the door, of your front
door, prior to the time the officers were there. Was the striker plate
on the door frame loose-before that?

No. It was alrivht,/auz even the screws were on the ground. The piece of
sheet metal that's on the door when it's open, when it's open (inaudible)
comes off. When the door was opened, the metal weather seal was knocked
otf,

And is that metal weather seal still off?
When they opened the door it came off. Half of it from the top to the
bottom is falling off.

How about the, I'm speaking though of the striker plate, the little metal
plate that the door latch goes into, was that loose before?
It fell off.

And was it loose before?
No. It only has two small screws, when the door was forced, since it was
a nmetal, it fell off.

Do your children ever play where they're running in and out of the house?
No, they go to school and when they come back they play in the park,

and when they come in they watch television. FIven less now because the
plate is (inaudible) and if you put your hand on it, you'll cut yourself.

Do they ever play hide and- seek?
No, they usually do it in the garage, because it's much bigger.

Mrs. Zapata, did you observe any of the officers mistreating, physically
mistreating anyone other than the time you said that you saw one of the
officers, the Anglo officer, strike your husband downtown Fallbrook?
Inside the house,; the light colored officer went into the house and
another officer and the three of them were there, my husband and the

two officers, but I didn t see what happened, because I was outside with
the little girl who was crying. I, the light colored officer went into
the house. I heard shouts but I stayed outside with the little girl,

1 didn't go in.

What kind of shouts?
They were arguing like that, saying things.

Then the question was, you did not observe, as I understand your answer,
you did not observe anyone being physically mistreated other than the
cne time?

I entered afterwards with the little girl. When I entered the house
afterwards, my husband was very upset and very worried, but I don't know
what transpired.

-0 -



Q. & A, statement of MARIA ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re:s ZAPATA, MARIA; CHU-178

Q.

A.

Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A,

Q-
A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

A.

Did any of the officers say any bad words to any, directly to any of the
children?

With all of them. They were saying bad words in front of all the children
inside the house, pigs, ass-hole.

They were not saying these things to the children but merely in front

of them, is that correct?

Just, he said those bad words in front of the children, because they was
hid and he was walking up and dowm.

Did they say nay of these bad words while they were outside?
Outside and inside, very mad and they had no reason to be mad.

Do you have anything further that you would like to add to this
statement Mrs. Zapata?
That was all.

Do you feel that you've been treated failry during this interview?
Yes sir,

You are aware that this statement is being tape recorded, are you willing
to sign it after it is transcribed providing it it a true and correct
transcription of the tape made today?

Yes.

I have one last question. I have a statement here that was sigred by

your sons and a person by the name of Jorge Lopez, were you present in
the house the night that this was signed?

Yes.

And was the contents of this, this statement explained to this person
named Lopez?
Yes, he saw it.

Who explained it to him?
Mr. Daniel Seckelman. He was there at the table.

But who actually explained it to him?
It was Mr. Daniel Seckelman.

Did this person named Lopez object that that was not his name?
Yes.

And, and what was said?
I only saw when he was signing it.

e



Q. & A. statement of MARIA ZAPATA (cont'd)

In

re: ZAPATA, MARIA; CHU-178

Q.

Q.
A.

A.

Q.
A‘

A-

Qo
A.

A.

The question was Mrs. Zapata, did this person that signed as Lopez object
that that was not his name and you indicated that he did, then what was
saild?

Jorge Lopez signed the papers, because Mr. Seckelman had said that if he
had seen how they had treated Victor he had seen everything how they
treated Victor that after he had detained him, they took him with the
Border Patrol, they took his car away from him. Jorge had said to
Victor to give me the keys, I1'll take your car to your father and the
Immigration officials did not want to let him have the keys, and he
signed those papers.

But you said that he had objected that that was not his, his name, his
true name. What was saild after that?

Jorge Lopez wanted to sign those papers. The, he said, he said that was
his name and the alien card he had on him, but his name is other than
that, I don't know what his real name is.

Well, did he indicate that he did not want to sign as Jorge Lopez?
No, I don't know. I only know that he's called Jorge Lopez cuz that's
the name on his alien card. But he signed...

But you said that he protested that that was not his name?
He signed Jorge Lopez. He signed as Jorge Lopez.

But did he say that, did he say that that's not my name?

He signed Jorge Lopez, because of the alien card that he had, he's
carrying his name, but I don't think that that was his real alien
card, didn't belong to him, cuz now he has a permit.

What kind of alien card did he have?
I don't know.

Did you see it?
No.

Do you have anything then further to add to this statement Mrs. Zapata?
That's all I know.

STATEMENT CONCLUDED.

SR



CERIIFICATION
This is to certify that the preceding 12 pages are a true, accurate, and
complete transcription of the cassette tape recording of the sworn statement
of MARIA ZAPATA, given before Investigator AMOS L. EDENS at Escondido,

California on February 21, 1978.
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Cheryl MgKinney 67/'March 8, 1978
Clerk-Steno
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\ PLEASE REFER TO THIS FILE NUMRBER

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

RECORD OF SYORI STATIMENT
Office: Central Office, Office of Professional File No.: CHU-178
Integrity
Statement by: CARLOS ZAPATA
In the Case of: ZAPATA, CARLOS
At: San Diego, California Date: February 22, 1978
Before: AMOS L. EDENS, Criminal Investigator

In the Spanish language. Interpreter: TERESA ORTIZ

Mr, Zapata you are advised that I am an officer of the Immigration
and Naturalization Service, authorized by law to administer oaths and take
testimony in connection with the enforcement of the Immigration and Nationality
laws of rhe United States. I desire to take your sworn statement regarding
your knowledge of what happenad at a Border Patrol checkpoint on Deluce Road
near Fallbrook, California on or about September 16, 1977, in which you have
nade a complaint against Agents of the Border Patrol.

Bafore we ask you any questions, you must understand your rights.
You have the right to remain silent.

Anything you say can be used against you in court or in any immigration
or administrative proceeding.

You have the right to talk to a lawyer for advice before we ask you any
questions and to have him with you during questioning.

If you decide to answer questions without a lawyer, you will have the right
to stop answering at any time,

Q. Do you wish to have a lawyer or any other person present to advise?
A. There's nobody.

Q. Do you wish to have a lawyer present?
A. No, I don't need one, it's not necessary.

Q. I don't think you understood the question, Mr. Zapata. Do you wish to
have an attorney represent you?
A. Yes, The attorn2y is him, okay.



Q. & A. statement of CARLOS ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, CARLOS3; CHU-173

Q.

Let the record show that the respondent indicated Timothy Barker,

who is present. and who represents the Legal Aid Society of San Diego.
Are you willing to answer my questions at this time, Mr. Zapata?

Yes.

Would you stand and raise your right hand please? Do you swear that the
statements you are about to make will be the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth, so help you God?

Yes.

Be seated please? For the record, would you state vour full, true and
correct nane?
Juan Carlos Zapata-Rangel.

And where and when were you born?
In June '55 in

What day in June?
195

And what is your father's name?
Jose Salvador Zapata.

And your mother's name?

Maria (inaudible) Rangel.

Is Victor Zapata your brother?
Yes.

And where was Victor born?
in McAllen.

McAllen, Texas. :
Yes.

Do you recall being in an automobile with your brother, Victor, and a,
another person that was stopped by the Border Patrol on Deluce Road
near Fallbrook, California on or about Szntember 16, 19777

Yes, by the Immigration.

Where were you in the car?
In the back part.

In the back seat?
In the back seat.
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& A. statement of CARLOS ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZARATA, CARLOS; CHU-178

Q.
A.

A.

Q.
A.

And who was driving the car?
My brother.

And who was the other person in the car?
Jorge.

Jorge what?
Jorge Lopez.

Do you know him by any other name?
No. By Jorge only I know him.

Did the officers, did any of the officers ask you any questions?
To Jorge or to me? '

You.
Yes. They asked me for my documents.

And what did you, what did you do then?
I show him what I had.

And what did you have?
I show him what, in the office they gave me, I don't remember the name
but I will find out right now.

(Let the record show that the respondent has presented a letter by the,
with the heading "North County Community Action Program, Inc., 166
West Mission Avenue, Escondido, California." Which says, "please be
informed that we are representing the Salvador J. Zapata family who
is immigration to the United States."

"Juan Carlos Zapata-Rangel is a member of that family and presently

his application is being processed by the U.S. Immigration authorities
under section (scratched out) of the Immigration and Nationality Act."”
Signed by J. Daniel Seckelmann, Legal Intern.)

And which officer, were you talking to all of the officers at that time
or to a particular officer?
With one officer and then with another.

To which officer did you present this document that you have shown me?
A Mexican.



& A. statement of CARLOS ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPRTA, CARDOS; CHU-178

A Mexican officer?
He looks like he's Mexican.

Do you see that officer in this display of photographs?
This one is the one that mistreated me very bad.

(Let the record show that the respondent is pointing to photograph #6,
of a photo display of 12 photographs and indicated that that officer
mistreated him.)

Mr. Zapata, how did that officer mistreat you?

He pushed me and he told me that he was going to put his foot in back of
my butt, and he was just scaring me very bad, completely. He took, he
mistreated me so bad and he told me too many bad words and they're really
very bad. lie didn't believe me nothing. He didn't want to investigate
anything. He was very hypoerite.

Did he say, did he say anything about the paper that you, that you
showed him?

He throwed the attorney's card away. He took this letter away from my
wallet. He took some documents out of my wallet, and he mistreated me
very bad.

How did he mistreat you?

He pulled his pants real. hard and he says, he was telling him why do you
do that for, and he was doing it on purpose real hard. He was going to
put him up by his pants.

Was, was he at that point, was he taking you from one place to another?
Yes.

From where to where?
From the car to the van.

From the car to the where?
To the van.

To the van.
Van.

Did any of the other officers talk to you or...
Which one, of the two of them.



Q. & A. statement of CARLOS ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZARATA, CARLOS: CHU-178

Q.
A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A

Were there two or three?

Three, but he says that the other, he doesn't recall, he's here but the
other Mexican officer treated him better and asked him for the papers and
treat him better,

Do you, can you identify the three officers that were there that day from
this photograph display?

Number two looked like the American one. He looks familiar, but he's not
sure about number one.

And you have indicated #1 and #2 as possibilities, that's two, now who is
the third one?

He says the American, he looks exactly the same but that face he will
never forget, number six.

(Let the record show that the respondent is identifying positively #6
and failure sure of the #1 and #2.)

Were you physically mistreated in any way that day?
How?

In any manner?
Yes.

Please explain?
This one got me and throw me to the van.

Threw you into the van?
He says he treat me like something not worth it, is that true.

But I'm speaking of did he hurt you physically?

No, not with punches like this, no, but I feel that it was better to
hit me then to push me the way he mistreated me, and after all the words
he told me.

Is it correct then, what you're saying is that he hurty your feelings?
Alot.

But you were not hit at any time, is that correct?
Not hitting me, no.

All these acts that you're describing that you were humiliated were
they done, were they done by one particular officer?
This cne hit me, gave me a punch only.

(Let the record show that the respondent points to #2 as having hit him.)
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Q. & A. statement of CARLOS ZAPATA (cont'd) : S
In re: ZAPATA, CARLOS; CHU-178 P
Q. Now you have just testified that nobody, notbody hit you. e : b o
A. Yes but only this one, the man in #2, that was all Then this.one took e T
: over, #6, took over. . e S ' A ’ :
Q. And how were you hit by the person in photograph #2? 24 2 f‘i,fa S
'A- With an Open handc y e : S 3 : :3:": ! & wi‘ V‘;”“’r‘,f’»
Q. What part of your body did the open ‘hand contact? T et
A. Right here. : e
_ (Let the record show that the respondent 1ndicatee on the face, side 3
: : of the face.) : :
Q. Now, why did he-do that? BT ',‘. e >
A. Because they wanted to get my, the truth out of me. They didn’c believe,-x
*~  but what truth they wanted. I took them to my house. They took me gl
around and around. Fant - ired .;;i 3 Yo
: Q. When they took you to Fallbrook were they looking for your father? g
" A." Yes. I.told them. ‘ . : _ z5 b
i . ; oo 3 f 1 '-*: > »-‘v“ v‘!, A -r)..:” gt
- Q. And when they arrived at your house, nobody was home, 1s that correct? : &" :
Yes. . _1 e A ,‘u,.‘,:_:.f.:.,'
Q.  And then they took you downtown at Fallbrook? ‘. -..‘*;377 ﬂ'»‘ﬁz'-tﬁﬂ}i“’e;
A. Yes. : : , ; L i SR : g S
g 03 rou have snythdadiio drinn there? - i< SRR
A. A CokEQ o % lj " (4..‘1 -"; “\"t:""'t.-_'l- Y N
Q. And did, did one of the officers buy the coke for you? rfffi};aff,?;!‘ftff;;:'ﬂ"
A. Number six gave it to me. s ’ X s A g
And what happened while you Were downtcan Fallbrook? R T %”
A. My father saw me where they gave me the coke. .Then he screamed and he went -
out of the car, he went with the officers and they moved from there and . -~ -~ °
I parked myself, and I put my head down and I was thinking_and thinking - 'f
and thinking, that's all. And I just pray for God to help me, but that's .
all. Then from there they took me to my ohouse and from then they took -
me down. I got to the house and they left me out. L e 5
Q. While you were downtowz Fallbrook and the officers were talking to your
father, was your father excited?
AQ

Mt o

He was axcited because of the way the officers were treating him 7-“



Q. & A. statement of CARLOS ZAPATA (cont'd)
IH re: ZAPATA, CARLOS; CHU=-178

Q. How was that?

A. Because they mistreated to bad at the beginning.

Q. 1In what way?

A. I didn't see anything. I was just with my head and I didn't want to know
no thing . ; 7 3 ‘

Q. Well then how do you know they treated them bad? Pt e
A. Because 1 was hearing. -

Q. What did you hear?
A. Screaming.

Q. Who screaming?
A. My father and they were saying that the papers were no good, and they
wanted to pick him up too. s

Q. Back to the place where you say you were hit on Deluce Road, who elsé
was present when the officer slapped you?
A. My brother.

Q. Where was Victor when this happened?
A. In the van, (inaudible), I don't want to say anymore.

Q. You don't want to say anymore?
A. No, I want (inaudible), I'm tired of everything. I'm tired of everything.

(Inaudible).

(At this point the respondent became uncomposed, started jumping up and
down, waving his fists in the air and crying and left the room
indicating that he was not going to return, therefore the interview
is terminated.)
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This is to certify that the preceding seven pages are a true, accurate,
and complete transcription of the cassette tape recording of the sworn state=
ment of CARLOS ZAPATA, given before Investigator AMOS L. EDENS, at San

Diego, California on February 22, 1978.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

RECORD OF SWORMN STATLIMENT
0ffice: Central Office, Office of Profeasicnal File Yo.: ClIU=178
Integrity
Statement by: VICTOR ZAPATA
In the Case of: ZAPATA, VICTOR
At: San Diego, California : Date: Tebruary 22, 1978
safore: AMOS L. EDENS, Criminal Inovestizator
In the Spanish language. Interpreter: TIRESA ORTIZ
My, Zapara, you are advised that I am an officer of the United States
Iunigration and laturaligation Sarvice, authorized by law to administer
oaths and take testimony in connection with the enforcement of the Immigratieca
and Yationality laws of the United States. I desire to take vour sworn
statement against Agenta of the Border Tatrol who stopped you and talked to
you at a roadcheck near Fallbrook, California on or about September 15, 1977.
Refors we ask you any questions yocu must understand your rignts,

You have the right to remain silent,

Anythins you say cap he used against you nin court or in any immigration
or administrativa proceeding.

If vou decide to answer questlions now withiout a lawyer present, you
will still have the righttto stop answering at any tioe,

You also have the right to stop answering at any time urtil you talk to
a lawyer.

e 130 you wish to have a lawysr or an
A. Yes.

r othar p®rson nresant to advise you?

%« Do wou have an attorney present?
As Yea,

Q. a4ad who is vour, let the record sihiow that Timothy Barker, B-ARX-E=R,
is mragent and repregenting the respondent. Are you willing to answer
wy quescionsg at tiis time?

) Yen

PLEASE REFER TO THIS FILE NUMBIR
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& A. statement of VICTOR ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, VICTOR; CHU-=178

Q.

A.

A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

A.

Q.
A.

A.
Q.
A-

Q.
A‘

Would you stand and raise your right hand please? Do you swear that the
statements you are about to make will be the truth and nothing but the
truth, so help you God? '

Yes.

Be. seatéd. For the record, would you state your full, true and correct name,
date of birth and place of birth?
30 of March 1957, McAllen, Texas.

What is your full, true and correct name?
Victor Manuel Zapata=Rangel.

What is your father's name?
Jose Salvador Zapata.

#nd your mother's name?
Maria (inaudible) Rangel.

Are you saying that you were born in McAllen, Texas?
Yes .

You, I now show you a statement made by you, Carles Zapata and Jorge
Lopez, in which you complair of maltreatment by Agents of the Border
Patrol. I ask you do you recognize this document?

Yes.

Is everything that you said in this statement true?
Yes.

Who is Jorge Lopez?
A man who was with us in the car.

How did it come about that, excuse me, is that his real name?
This is the way I know him for five years.

Jut is that his real name?
That's the way I know him. I don't know.

How did it come about that Jorge Lopez signed this document?
Because he was with us and that's the way he signed.

Where was he, where was he when he signed it?
He went to his house with Daniel. I went to hi#s house and I told him
that Daniel typed this up and to sign it.

And did he sign it at his house or your house?

In my house because Daniel was in my house and I went (inaudible) to
make sure that he sees when the other one signs it.

-2



Q. & A. statement of VICTOR ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, VICTOR; CHU=-178

Who explained to him what was in the, in this statement?
Daniel.

Who's Daniel?
Daniel is the one who's studying law.

Is Daniel the one that assisted you in making your complaint?
Yes.

"Is:'t, isn"t it true that this Jorge Lopez stated before he signed the

docurment that that was not his name?
That he told us that it was not his name? No, he signed it, he didn't ask
anything, he just signed it.

When you were stopped by the Border Patrol on Deluce Road near- Fallbrook,
California, on September 16, 1977, who was driving the car?
I.

And who did the car belong to?
They sold it to my father and then he was paying them payments. A
friend of him gave him the car for payments.

Whose name was the car in?
Roberto Conzalez.

Did ycu have anything with you at that time to show that the car was
being paid for by you or your father?

lio. He says his father's friend and he wanted to have a car and when
he finished paying for it in payments, he was going to give him the
property of the car.

You mean by giving the property, sign the car over to him?
When his father finished paying for it he was going to be his father's
property when the payments were finished.

When the Border Patrol stopped you what did they ask you?
If we had documents.

And what did you tell them?
I was a citizen.

Did they ask for any proof?
Ho. They told us to move to the side of the line on the freeway.

Then what happened?
The officers said get everything out of the pockets and put it on top of
the hood.



Q. & A. statement of VICTOR ZAPATA (cont'd)

In

re: ZAPATA, VICTOR; CHU=-178

Q.
A.

A.

And then what happened?

He went and talked to the other one and told me to wait, but yelling
and he told me to, and he told me that if I'm not saying the truth

he was going to put me in jail for a long time, but then he didn't
ask me for anything.

Did you, did you tell him what you're real name was?

He didn't,ask me because then, because he was screaming at me and I got

a little scared. Because he told me he was going to put me in jail.
That's when I started getting very scared and thegp, then when I was real
scared I show him another document that were not mine, because I was very
scared and I left the other documents in my house.

What, what name, what name was on the document you shawedthe officer?
Fred Anderson.

Fred Anderson?
Fred Anderson.

And where did you get that document?
I found it.

Where did you find it?
In the lemon camp.

And what kind of document was that?
One exactly like mine.

One what?
Birth certificate.

And where did, where did the docu==—, where did the birth certificate
say you were, you were born 1f you were Fred Anderson?
In Sacranento.

Sacramento, California?
Yes.

And did you at any time, did you at any time out of Deluce, while you were
out on Deluce Road, did you tell any of the officers that your father's
name was Jose Zapata?

He didn't ask me anything.

The guastion was, did you tell any of the officers this?
What?

Did you tell any of the officers while you were out there on Deluce Road
that your father's :name was Jose Zapata?

I didn't tell them. Because I don't talk to him since I got married and
I didn't tell him anything of that because we didn't talk to each other.

&4



Q. & A. statement of VICTOR ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, VICTOR; CHU-178

Q. And did you tell them that, that, or did you show the officers a letter
from the Escondido Clinic?
A. Me? ;

Q. Showing that they were trying to arrange your papers?
A. Yes, but it was Temecula Office, and I told them everything.

Q. But I remind you that this document here, this statement made by you,
signed by you; indicated, indicates that you told the officers that
the Escondido Clinic was arranging your papers and that you showed them
a letter from the Escondido Clinic?

A. No, not me. Carles my brother.

Q. This, this letter, this statement that I have shown you here, 1s written
as though it were you talking and indicates that you showed the officers
a letter from the Escondido Clinic, then according to what you say now,
this, this statement here is not correct? :

A. Maybe, it was a mistake because Carlos my brother has the letter.

Q. Do you know what this statement actually says?

A. He explained to me. That the person who did this statement, just did it
and then after that I told him I was a citizen, but the person who did
the document did not realize that I was a citizen when he was doing it at
the time.

Q. Alright. At first you claimed-£fo be Fred Anderson, is that correct?
A. Yes,

Q. And then, did you claim to be someone other than Fred Anderson?
A, Yes.

Q. And what, what name did you give them?
A. That I gave him another name because I wasn't to be deportable under another

nanme, so I don't have to use my name,

Q. And do you recall what name you gave them?
A. Alvaro Lopez.

Q. Is it correct that you gave them Alvaro Lopez-Lopez?
A Yes,

Q. And where did you tell them you were born?
A. When he asked me my name?

Q. When you told them your name was Alvaro Lopez-Lopez? j
A. In Mexico.

Q. And did I understand you correct that you told them this because you
wanted to be deported?

- B 5



Q. & A. statement of VICTOR ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, VICTOR; CHU-178

A.

QI

A.

Yes, because I wanted to be deportable, because I didn't want them to ask
me anymore questions.

And when, were you still out on Deluce Road when you told them that your
name was Alvaro Lopez-Lopez?
Only one time I told them.

Where were you?
Right there in Deluce.

And at that time did they tell you you would have to go with them?
They took me.

And did they ask you what you wanted to do with the cai?
No.

Did you sign a paper?
Yes, they didn't tell me what it was, they said sign here.

Do you read Spanish?
Yes.

Isn't it correct that that document you signed was in Spanish?
I didn't see it. I was so scared and I just sign it. If I would have known
what it was for the car I wouldn't sign it.

You would have chosen to leave the car out on the road?
Yes. No. Yes.

Which is it, no-or yes?
Yes, but the car was going to be drove by Jorge, but he didn't want to.
And the Immigration officer didn't want...

Did any of you have any proof that the car belonged to you?
We had the registration, but not in my name.

Then how were the officers to know that that car belonged to you?
They didn't ask us anything about that.

After you told the officers that you were Alvaro Lopez-Lopez and that
you were born in Mexico, did you tell them that you were, were illegally
in the United States?

They didn't ask me.

Did they ask you if you as Alvaro Lopez-Lopez had any docu-—-, any
Immigration documents?
No.



Q. & A. statement of VICTOR ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, VICTOR; CHU-178

Q. After you told the officers that you were Alvaro Lopez-Lopez and that you
were born.in Mexico, did you tell them illegally in the documents?
A. They didn't ask me.

Q. Did they ask you if you as Alvaro Lopez-Lopez had any Immigration
documents? ~
A. No.

Q. After you arrived, after they transported you to Temecula, California,
and your father arrived up there, did you deny that, that your father
was actually your father?

A. No.

Q. Isn't it true that you did deny at one time that JoseVZapata was your
father?

A. No.

Q. Not at any time?

A. No. They didn't ask me anything about that. When they asked me that
I was in Temecula and before I saw him and Immigration officer went and
he asked me, by myself, tell your, tell me all your name and the truth
about yourself and I told him everything.

Q. Isn't it true that when Jose Zapata arrived up there that the officer asked
you 1is that your father and you said no?
A. No, I never said that.

Q. Was your, is your, what's, what is your wife's name?
A. Gloria Gonzalez. They asked why, they asked her if my mother was her mother
and she said no.

Q. What is your wife's name?
A. Gloria Gonzalez. '

Q. And where is she from?
A. Mexico.

Q. Does she have any Immigration documents?
A. No.

Q. Did you tell the officers that the, that day when they apprehended you?
A. Yes.

Q. And did you request that they also go to your house and get your wife
so that she could go to Mexico with you?

A. They told me lets go to your house. I took them there and we were inside
the house, they went into the house too. And they started putting things
in blanket and they took my wife in and they deport her to Mexico.

e
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& A. statement of VICTOR ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, VICTOR; CHU=-178

Q.
AO

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Did you request that they go to your house so that she could go with you?
No, they took me.

At the, at the place where you were stopped on Deluce Road, did you
at any time tell the officers that Carlos was your brother?
They didn't ask us.

Why didwtt you tell them?
I didn't want my father to know.

You didn't want your father to know what?
I didn't want anybody to know and I didn't want my father to find out
nothing, because I didn't want nothing on my father.

Who did the car belong to that you were driving, you or your father?
It was my father's, but he gave it to Carlos, Carlos didn't want it
and he was going to give it to me so I could pay for it.

And are you saying that Jose, your father Jose, did not know where you
were or where you live?
Yes,he knows where I was, I live.

Then why, why, why did you not want your father to know that you were
out there?
Because, because we had a fight before and we didn't talk to each other.

What did that have to do with telling the officers the truth?
That's when I made my mistake because I didn't tell them.

During the time that you were talking to the officers, did they, did they
maltreat you in any way?
They told me alot of bad words.

Like what?
Very uglies.

Like what?
Pendejo. The other one I cannot say in front of you because it was the
worst thing I ever heard in my life.

What i1s, what is pendejo mean?
It is a very bad word for us. And he knew what they were telling me.

Does pendejo mean a stupid or what?
Yes.



Q.
In

& A. statement of VICTOR ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, VICTOR; CHU=178

Q.
A.

Q.

A.

And what was the other word that was used?
He says he'$ not going to tell me in front of.

If you're not willing to say the word then we're going to assume that
there was no word said.

(TRANSCRIBER'S NOTE: Spanish conversation between interpreter and
respondent unintelligible.) Va a poner tu pinche culo en la carcel.

(EDENS: At this point the interpreter, who is a female, refused to
translate the words used by the respondent. Mr. Barker, do you have

any objection if I translate those words myself at this point?

MR. BARKER: As long as the Spanish appears on the written portion of

the oral transcript. In other words if you're going to translate

I would like the actual words spelled out in Spanish on the record of
sworn statement. EDENS: Very well the translation of those words,
accepted translation of those words is, I'm going to put your fucking
ass in jail. The words pinche is P-I-N-C-lI-E, the word culc is C-U-L-0.)

Senor Zapata, los officiales usaron algunas ostras palabras malas
ademas de es 0s?
Me dijeron pinche mejicano pendejo.

Yes. Translation: Yes, they said pinche mejicano pendejo. That's loosely
translated, that's stupid fucking Mexican. The word pendejo 1is spelled
P-[-N-D=-E-J-0. Senor Zapata, es, es todos las palabras malas usaron?

Site

His answer was yes. Did any of the officers physically mistreat you in
any way?
Not me, not me.

Can you identify, would you be able to identify the officer that, that said
the bad words to you?
Yes.

(Let the record show that I now show the respondent 12 photographs.)

Can you pick the person out?
He said—-—

(Let the record show that the respondent indicated to photograph ##6, that
the person that talked to him said the bad words was with photograph #6
and he then pointed to photograph #2 indicating that he believed that
was the person that that talked to him bad.)



Q. & A. statement of VICTOR ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, VICTOR; CHU-178

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Do you see the photographs of all three of the officers that were there
that day?

For sure, for sure it's #6. Not to sure, but he's almost exactly the
same as the other one. That one, #6, #2 were together and another one.
But the other one 1s not here. The other one had black eyeglasses,but
not thie one. '

Did any of the officers mistreat any of the three of you that were stopped
that day on Deluce Road?
The one that got more mistreated was Carlos my brother.

What happened to Carlos?

I couldn't see, because they put me in a car and then they put him in
another car.

Are you saying you don't know what happened to Carlos?
I heard, I heard they said bad words to him and they put him in one side
and they put me up.

Then am I correct that you did not see any of the officers mistreat,
physically mistreat either the other two, either your brother or the,
or the third person that was in the car with you?-

No, because they put me in another place right away:

Then if that 1s correct the, this statement that you made before is not
true?
Why?

Because it says, the statement says which you signed, :that you saw
one of the officers mistreat one of the others.
I saw Carlos when they put him dowm.

What do you mean by put him down?
I saw when they grab him from the arm and they throw him and I didn't
see anything.

What do you mean by throw him?
They grab him right here and throw him through the other side. It was
the American officer and the American officer took me over there.

What do you mean by throw him to the other side?
What do you want him to say, for me to say? Is that's what happened.

Did they take him by the arm and lead him somewhere?

The only thing I saw is they grab him by the arm and they throw him and
then I didn't see anything.

10



Q. & A. statement of VICTOR ZAPATA (cont'd)
In re: ZAPATA, VICTOR; CHU-178

Q. When you say they threw him, did Carlos fall?
A. No.

How far did they throw him?
They grab him by the arm and then they throw him and then I put my head down
and then they took me in.

P o

Q. How far did they throw him?
A

. I didn't pay attention. I just saw him when they grab him from the arm
and they throw him.

Q. When they threw him, did they turn him loose?
A. I didn't see. They separate us right away, I didn't see.

Q. Did you see anything other than, than take hold of his arm?
A. I saw when they grab him from the arm and they throw him, and then I
put my head down and I didn't see nothing.

Q. Can you identify the officer that did that? I show you now the photographs
again?
A. (Let the record show that the respondent pointed to picture #2.)

Q. Was Carlos injured in any way?
A. No.

Q. In this statement that we're referring to here, made by you before you
indicated that Jorge Lopez showed the officers his green card.
A. Yes.

Q. Did he have a green card?

A. I don't know, but I saw that he show a green card. I know since before
I saw that green card before in his hands and I never saw, I do not know
if it belonged to him.

Q. Did you see him show the card to the officers that day?
A. Yes.

Q. Did any of the officers talk to you about whether you wanted to leave
the car out there on the road or have it towed in?
A. They didn't tell me anything about that.

Q. Did you sign a paper while you were still out on Deluce Road?
A. Yes, but I didn't know what it was.

— 0L



Q.
In

& A. statement of VICTOR ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, VICTOR; CHU-178

Q.
A.

A.

Q.
A.

Was it in Spanish or English?
I don't know. I didn't see it.

How long was it after the officers talked to you on the road that day
until you made a complaint?

I don't remember the day, but, but within the next coming weeks on the
16th or 17th. Around 20 to 21, I don't remember.

Why didn't you complain right away?
He says that my father talked to the people who had been helping him
all the time and they told him to make this.

Someone else told your father to make the complaint?
He says that the person who typed this up, he says he was going to sé&d
some letters to Washington.

And did anyone explain tq-you what this statement that you signed
actually sdid?

‘He told me sort of it, of what the statement said, he told me more ot
less what the statement said. Because he doesn't speak good Spanish
he told me in half and half.

He told you half English and half Spanish?
Everything in Spanish but with caught words.

You mean Spanish words you didn't understand?
Yes, I understand them but not too good.

The interpreter is now going to read this complete statement to you and

I want you to tell me then whether it is a true statement or not? I now
ask you after the statement has been read to you, is that a true statement
or not?

Yes, it's true, but yes it's true but when the statement says that they hit
him with an open hand I did not say that.

Did any of the officers make any remarks about the, about the attorney?
Yes.

Who were they saying that to?
To Carlos when he showed the letter.

And who said that?
(Let the record show that the respondent indicated photograph #2 in
display.)

Then it's correct that this statement is not totally cor-—, totally true?
While I explain to the person who typed this document is that he had, the
officer had these open hand and grabbed him but because of the language

1
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Q.
In

& A. statement of VICTOR ZAPATA (cont'd)
re: ZAPATA, VICTOR; CllU-178

A.
Qo
Ac

Q.
A.

problem he didn't understand me and he put with an open hand hit him,
he said that Carlos actually said that they hit him.

During the time that you were stopped out on Deluce Road, were there any
other people present other than the officers and the three of you?
Not to everybody but to the Mexican and some of them they was talking to.

Were there any—-——, was anybody present as a witness to any of this, any
of the things that you have said here?
About stopping the car?

While you were stopped there and what happened on Deluce Road, are there
any witnesses?
Only the us three.

Do you have anything else to add to this statement?
No.

STATEMENT CONCLUDED.
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CERTIFICATION
This is to certify that the preceding 13 pages are a true, accurate, and
complete transcription of the cassette tape recording of the sworn statement
of VICTOR ZAPATA, given before Investigator AMOS L. EDENS, at San Diego,

California on February 22, 1978.

(»\Y ‘ YX~€4)LHKHGG$J

Cheryl McKinney March{é, 1978
Clerk=Steno
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FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE

Enclosed is a statement from Mr. Jose Zapata (see enclosure A) alleging
b1“uta1ity against himself and his family by U.S. Border Patrolmen. Also en-
closed is a letter to INS Commissioner Leonel Castillo (see enclosure B) and
a letter (see enclosure C) to U.S. Senator Alan Cranston, U.S. Senator S.I.
Hayakawa, U.S. Attorney Terry Knoepp, and the U.S. Federal Grand Jury re-

questing an investigation of this matter. For any further information call

474-8195.

1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195
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Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc

December 13, 1977

Commissioner Leonel Castillo
Immigration Naturalization Service
425 "I" Street

Washington, D.C. 20536

Commissioner:

Enclosed is a serious complaint that our office has recently received
involving brutality against a Mr. Jose Zapata (a U.S. citizen) and
his family by some of your border patrolmen.

On your last visit to San Diego you stated that you had no plans to
utilize dogs in your operation, but it appears that the officers in-
volved with abusing Mr. Zapata and his family, have proven you wrong.
This matter was turned over to your local I.N.S. officials but as
always, they are side stepping the complaint and it now appears that
they are heading (once again) towards their traditional whitewashing of
the complaint. Actions by the accused officers and the handling of

the entire matter by I.N.S. officials is in our opinion not an isolated
incident, but rather an ingrained practice when it comes to dealing
with the Chicano Community. Statements by your local I.N.S. officials
that the matter is being resolved by another agency is not acceptable
to us!

Because the Escondido Legal Clinic and the Zapata family have been
unable to get redress on this matter, they have reguested our assis-
tance in hopes of resolving this matter. It is apparent to us that
your local officers are either unable or unwilling to deal with this
serious allegations and we therefore demand that you personally
intervene in this matter by:

1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195




1) cCalling for a full investigation of the allegations
made by Mr. Jose Zapata and his family attorney.

2) A full public disclosure of the findings in this matter.

3) Immediate dismissal of the guilty officers and their
superiors if they are found guilty.

The issue is before you. We will be expecting a prompt reply on this
matter.

Sinceramente,

&*Glﬂ\m\ @ﬁc‘&/

Herman Baca
Chairman



‘S'west student had no papers to show

By ROBIN AIHINI
Star-News Staff Writer
One of thé most frightful days in 15-
year old Gama Puente’s life occurred
only because she missed the South-

west Junior High School bus one day.

Moments later she was alone, crying ;

and penniless, at the southern edge of
the U.S.-Mexico border w1thout friend
. of relative.

GAMA'’S nightmarish éxperience

began as she walked toward a city bus
stop. As a Mexican citizen, she was

soon apprehended by a |border

patrolman who asked where she was
headed and requested to see her im-
migration papers.

“Gama couldn’t speak English so
well because she only arrived in the
United States in September,” ex-
claimed Gama’s mother, Rosa Puente.
‘“So the border patrolmen told her to
get in their car.”

According to Puente, Gama told the
men her immigration papers were with
her mother at their 200 W. San Ysidro

‘non-resident

Blvd. trailer home.

‘‘But'the men said it wasn't true, and
they told her she was being taken to
Mexico,’’ said Puente. ‘‘She told them
‘T have to tell my mother,’ but they said
that wasn’t necessary.

“Thenshe told them that she had her
school identification, but they saxd it
wasn’t worth anything.”

UNDER LAW, aliens are required to
carry proof of residence with an alien
registration receipt card, otherwise
known as ‘‘the green card,”” or with a
alien border crossing
card, known as ‘‘the visitor’s permit”’
which gives aliens permission to cross
daily. .

Although Gama’s mother, a U.S.
citizen, has petitioned for her
daughter's citizenship, her
naturalization.is still being processed.

If Gama had carried the required
alien identification appers, as all
resident or non-resident aliens older

than 14 are required to, the incident

might not have occurred, immigration

officials say.
But Gama was not even processed by

the immigration office on her return to .

Mexico. She was merely ‘‘dumped in
Tijuana,”’ as one local official put it.

PUENTE, who works in the local'

fields as a farm laborer, did not learn

her daughter was missing until that’

afternoon.
“I went to the Border Patrol station
in San Ysidro and told them I was

looking for my daughter, but they told °

me they had no reports on her,”’ she
said.
Assistant Border. Patrol Chief

Richard Jones confirmed this.

“Then I went to Immigration, and
they told me she was probably playing
hooky instead of being in school.

“But I said she was good in school
and wouldn’t do anything like that.”

One of Puente’s daughters then ran
to the border, only to find Gama
standing on the other .side of. the
crossing,
because she had no place else to go.
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waiting to be rescued

J0 uopeaSiwwil 3yl 0} auod 3A,p[nod

But with only several hundred yards

" between the 'two girls, Gama’s sister
. 'was as helpless as she and could not

save her.

Puente asked Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS) officials
for permission to cross her daughter,
but her request was refused becav
Gama was not.a United States citize..

“They didn’'t treat me like they
should’ve,” said Puente. * ‘Go home,’
they said, ‘we’re busy. "

- THEN, a local agency which assists
U.S. citizens and resident aliens and
that wishes not to be named contacted
the INS office and, saying Gama was

"its client, instructed border personnel

i
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to permit the young girl to enter the
country.

- Soon after, mother and daughter
were reunited.

“She was crying when I found her,”
exclaimed Puente, ‘‘and was in a
shocked state.

, “‘Mexican border officers had been
v Please turn to back page, this section
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has heard of some troubles with Border

Patrol among his people, but he said he
has never had such experiences.

Rubio believes Mexican-Americans

" can avoid such hassles merely by being

feel their privacy has been invaded by

Controlling the illegal alien problem
‘‘the watchdogs of the state.”’

is impossible without.. questioning
people, say Border Patrol Officials.
And it is not harassment.

To Mexican-Americans” complaints

'CATALINA FLORES, 30, of San
Ysidro, says San Ysidro is beset with a

climate of fear because of the beefed

of harassment by border patrolmen,
up Border Patrol forces.

Assistant Chief Patrol Agent Richard

Jones responded, ‘“There are people all Local Mexican-Americans , are in-

over that complain. sulted and made to feel like second-

““And it’s not. harassment, It just rate citizens, ‘'she says, because

takes two seconds to check their lifelong residents here are continually

papers.” ' ] stopped for questioning by border
police. Eh

respectful toward a man in uniform,
“The first thing I always say to them

* is ‘yes sir or no sir,”’’ he said.

JONES believes many stories of
harassment of Mexican-Americans by
Border Police ‘‘are hearsay rather
than first-hand knowledge.”

! Like the story of Gama Puentes (see
accompanying story), who was
deported to Tijuana by a rookie border
patrolman without being processed by

“It's just a fact of life that we're
close to the border,’” said Jones, ‘‘and
because of this, we’ve had to build up

HOWEVER,' Mexiéan-Americans in
the South Bay feel differently.
“It's interesting to know why border

patrolmen stop people who are just our forces,
walking on the street,’”’ said one local “It will just be a matter of time immigration officials. The 15-year-old
Mexican-American who, wishes not to before the group of new personnel  Puentes, a Southwest Junior High

student, is undergoing naturalization
and was here legally at the time of her
-deportation. °

JONES believes the majority of local Rosa Puentes, Gama’'s mother,
claims she sought aid from the Border

Patrol -when she heard her daughter

becomes: acquainted with the com-

be named. “If they pick these people
munity and will recognize its citizens.”’

out of a group because they have brown
skin or seem to be of Latin descent,
then it's discriminatory.

“‘But if patrolmen think those people citizens is sympathetic toward the

are involved in an accident or robbery, dilemma the Border Patrol now faces.
then there’'s probable cause to stop “It’s a minority in terms of numbers
them.” ; ' whoresent any questioning,’’ he said.
Many Mexican-Americans who have Ruben Rubio, owner of Rubio’s Little
lived in the South Bay for many years Mexico Restaurant in National City,
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‘was missing, but that they said they
had no record of apprehending her and
did not offer aid.

‘“We will surely investigate a case if
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Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc

U.S. Grand Jury December 13, 1977
U.S. Attorney's Office

U.S. Courthouse

940 Front St,

San Diesgo, Ca. 92189

Grand Jury,

Enclosed is a complaint by a Mr. Jose Zapata involving bmutality against
him and his family by U.S. Border Patrolmen. Mr, Zapata and his attorney
have attempted to seek redress but have been unable to because of side-
stepping by local I.N.S. Officials.

It is for this reason that we are requesting an investigation by your of-

fice into these serious allegations. We will be expecting a prompt reply
on this matter.

Thank you,

Herman Baca, Chairman

T

1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195




QU

Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc

December 13, 1977

Senator Alan Cranston
815 E Street Room 103
San Diego, California 92101

Dear Senator:

Enclosed is a complaint by a Mr. Jose Zapata involving brutality
against him and his family by U.S. border patrolmen. Mr. Zapata
and his attorney have attempted to seek redlress but have been un-
able to because of side steeping by local I.N.S. officials. It
is for this reason that we are reguesting an investigation by
your office into this serious matter. We will be expecting a
prompt reply on this matter.

Thank you,

(%f h}/lﬂ’y\m\ @wp

Herman Baca
Chairman

1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20536

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

7276.491®

P
*’Nwaxﬂ"dp

@

J U L 5 19_’6 AND REFER TO THIS FILE NO.

CO 703.1001

Honorable Alan Cranston
Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Cranston:

This is in further reference to your letter of November 18, 1977 with
enclosure from Mr. Joe Seckelman concerning alleged abuse of the Jose
Zapata Family by agents of the U. S. Border Patrol.

At the request of the Department of Justice's Civil Rights Division,
our Office of Professional Integrity conducted an investigation of
the subject matter. Our investigation did not substantiate the alle~
gations. A copy of our investigative report has been forwarded to
the Civil Rights Division for a decision as to whether they concur
with the results.

Again I thank you for your interest in this matter.

s?r?*ly : O@. @g“?{%

Leonel J. Castillo
Commissioner




	mss649_b39_f20_001
	mss649_b39_f20_002
	mss649_b39_f20_003
	mss649_b39_f20_004
	mss649_b39_f20_005
	mss649_b39_f20_006
	mss649_b39_f20_007
	mss649_b39_f20_008
	mss649_b39_f20_009
	mss649_b39_f20_010
	mss649_b39_f20_011
	mss649_b39_f20_012
	mss649_b39_f20_013
	mss649_b39_f20_014
	mss649_b39_f20_015
	mss649_b39_f20_016
	mss649_b39_f20_017
	mss649_b39_f20_018
	mss649_b39_f20_019
	mss649_b39_f20_020
	mss649_b39_f20_021
	mss649_b39_f20_022
	mss649_b39_f20_023
	mss649_b39_f20_024
	mss649_b39_f20_025
	mss649_b39_f20_026
	mss649_b39_f20_027
	mss649_b39_f20_028
	mss649_b39_f20_029
	mss649_b39_f20_030
	mss649_b39_f20_031
	mss649_b39_f20_032
	mss649_b39_f20_033
	mss649_b39_f20_034
	mss649_b39_f20_035
	mss649_b39_f20_036
	mss649_b39_f20_037
	mss649_b39_f20_038
	mss649_b39_f20_039
	mss649_b39_f20_040
	mss649_b39_f20_041
	mss649_b39_f20_042
	mss649_b39_f20_043
	mss649_b39_f20_044
	mss649_b39_f20_045
	mss649_b39_f20_046
	mss649_b39_f20_047
	mss649_b39_f20_048
	mss649_b39_f20_049
	mss649_b39_f20_050
	mss649_b39_f20_051
	mss649_b39_f20_052
	mss649_b39_f20_053
	mss649_b39_f20_054
	mss649_b39_f20_055
	mss649_b39_f20_056
	mss649_b39_f20_057
	mss649_b39_f20_058
	mss649_b39_f20_059
	mss649_b39_f20_060
	mss649_b39_f20_061
	mss649_b39_f20_062
	mss649_b39_f20_063
	mss649_b39_f20_064
	mss649_b39_f20_065
	mss649_b39_f20_066
	mss649_b39_f20_067
	mss649_b39_f20_068
	mss649_b39_f20_069
	mss649_b39_f20_070
	mss649_b39_f20_071
	mss649_b39_f20_072
	mss649_b39_f20_073
	mss649_b39_f20_074
	mss649_b39_f20_075
	mss649_b39_f20_076
	mss649_b39_f20_077
	mss649_b39_f20_078
	mss649_b39_f20_079
	mss649_b39_f20_080
	mss649_b39_f20_081
	mss649_b39_f20_082
	mss649_b39_f20_083
	mss649_b39_f20_084
	mss649_b39_f20_085
	mss649_b39_f20_086
	mss649_b39_f20_087
	mss649_b39_f20_088
	mss649_b39_f20_089
	mss649_b39_f20_090
	mss649_b39_f20_091
	mss649_b39_f20_092
	mss649_b39_f20_093
	mss649_b39_f20_094
	mss649_b39_f20_095
	mss649_b39_f20_096
	mss649_b39_f20_097
	mss649_b39_f20_098
	mss649_b39_f20_099
	mss649_b39_f20_100
	mss649_b39_f20_101
	mss649_b39_f20_102
	mss649_b39_f20_103
	mss649_b39_f20_104
	mss649_b39_f20_105
	mss649_b39_f20_106
	mss649_b39_f20_107
	mss649_b39_f20_108
	mss649_b39_f20_109
	mss649_b39_f20_110

