
Messrs. :Murray & Fletcher, doing business under the name of the Cuynmnca 'Vater Company, 

San Diego, California. 

Gent1emen: 

I, the undersigned,-hereby pay under the following protest the biUs £or water rental ren-
~ ~ ----~ 

dered me for the months of July and August, 1913, in the sum of$.~~ 

My said protest is made upon the following grounds, to-wit: 

That said Murray & Fletcher have taken no efficient steps pursuant to the order of the 

Commission made March 28, 1913, to increase the available supply of water to the use of which I 

am entitled. That such supply has dwindled down in July, 1913, to one-half of the amount to which 

I am entitled under my contract; and in August, 1913, to one-fourth of such supply. And that I 

am notified by you that after September 5, 1913, no water for irrigation but only for domestic 

uses will be furnished. That I am suffering loss and damage by reason of such short supply and am 

not receiving the consideration for any increase over my contract rate of rentals, which is involved 

in the order of the Railway Commission of the State of California requiring you to take immediate 

steps to increase such supply. That the service rendered to me from said Cuyamaca Water sys-

tem since the order of the Railroad Commission is not better but far worse than has been known 

during the history of the system. • 

My said payment under protest is not to be considered as any waiver of my right to con-

test future demands or for damages for your failure to furnish water under the contract assumed 

by you. 

• 

CUY A MACA WATER CO. 

FILE No. 
~·· 1'---------·--~--. -- . .. .. ~ · 
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Col. Ed. F~etche~, 

Box 49, 

La Mesa, Cali~ornia. 

l/22/14 

San Diego-. 
Dear Sir: 

Referring to our conversation of thi a morning 

Urs Smith whose place this is, was not at all satisfied 

with your }lro:posi tion and :reels that inasmuch as you 

sett1ed w, th Mrs Campbell on a cash basis, you sho uld be 

equally fair with her, you haVing assured. ns over tne 

phone that you would be IrO re than f'ai r f!Dd. having 

referred. JlS to llrs Campbell, against the a.clvice of our lawyer, 
• 

we did not stop the work. Te--e trees with half t~r roots 
• 

gone are . unquestiobably inrured to a great extent, end 

the damage to the place ahoulu be estimateJ most conservati vc:l.y 

at $60. 

Trusting that we may have an e~~ reply 

from you, I am 

Very truly yours, 

Sterling &ni th 



COPY 

J.fr. sterling Sml.th, 
:Box 48, 
La Ueaa, Calif. 

Dear Sir: 

• 

. . . 

Jan. 29, 1~1 . 

Answering yours of January 29th 

\1ill say tha.t -I don't see how you can ask me for 

aey damage until. you are damaged, and I don•t see 

for the lire ot me after looking it over how you 

can cla.im that you are damaged.. :But as stated to 

• 

y ou on the ground., am I now confirm it, it any of 

tnose trees are ~~~e  or injured to their detriment. 

• • 

I will be glad. to pay aey damage and. if we cannot agree 

on the clamage, I will arbitrate it. ~ you still f'eel 

tb4t th~re is a damage ana care to have the question 

arbi tratect. now, I will appoint an arbitrator JlOU may 
. 

appoint anothe~  those two select a t~r  a~ the 

aecision of the three ar i~tator  to be final as to 

the question of aamage. 

Vury truqyoura 

) 

COPY Boa 48,La Uesa, Ca1. 
2/2,/1914 

Mr Ed Fletcher, Mgr 
Cuyamaca Water Co. , 

San Diego, Calif. 

Dear Sir: 

Yours of the 29th ult in reply to mine of the 

22nd (you state 29th) just received and note that tho you 

assured me over the phone you woul.d be "more than fair" 

you cannot see how we can claim that we have been damaged. 

I nasnru.cn as you cannot see that a tree with half its roots 

chopped off is ~a a e  I see very clearly that we must have 

an agreement w1 th you before work goes on any further. You 

to agree in writing that if any o:f the trees are "killed or 

injured to their detrin:.ent" you will pay for them at the . 
rate of thirt dollars per trt-e; also that you will a~,r for 
at least two loads of diaintegrated gran! te to repair the 
entrance to the garage. 

Furehermore I beg to state tha~ when 1\r Harris 
called upon me about a week before the work was begmn on the 
he stated that you had -a right. of wa.y across the place and 
desired to take ip an old pipe and replace it with a new one. 
I hacl_. been advised that you had lo& this R/W having abandoned 
the line years ago but gave Hr Harris our consent 'to take 
up whe old pipe arxl repla'?,e it With a new one as requested, 
however 1 instead of doing this you have had djzg an entirely 
new ditch, not one inch of the old pipe haVing been uncovered, 
which has occassionea a great deal o~ blasting, rook fal l ing 
all around the house . mak1 ng it necessary for Mrs Smith ~a  
~he child.ren to be kept in the houci.e ana. otherwise incon-
venienced. Then too the roan to the house has been blockea 
for a week and .it has been neoe a~~ for me to dr.ive to the 
house thru thr grove. The maotdne was at the house when t he 
rains began ead when I found time to take it to the garage it 
was i o~ i ole to get it through tae grove ani 1 t stood out 
in the rains of last week. In addition to these complaints 
the la~e placed across the "ditch to the garage were support-
ed only by two cross pieces, one at one e~ - one on or near the 
ml.ddle and. the other day when a lady was crossing same near 
the unsupported end. she was let down 1 nto the ditch which 
~a e  her muoh discomfort. 

In view or these faote we claim danoges to th'=' 
extent of seventy-five dollars and en agreement to settle for 
the trees and disintegrated granlte as above. 

Kinclly let me hear from y ou at once 1 

Very tr ~ yours, 
Sterling Spotswood ~th 



• 

OOPY 

Feb, 4 1 1914. 

Hr Sterling Smith, 

La. Yesa, Cal:f 

Dear Sir: 

Answering yours of the 2ni Will sey that in case 

aey o:f the trees are kil.led or er anen~l  injured this 

Co a~ will pay :for them at the rate o~ $30 a tree, or in 

case lir Mur:rB\{ refuses to nake this peyment on the basis 

of $30 a tree, I am willing to obligate the Company to 

arbitrate in the usual wa:y the value of the trees arxl pay 

any a.amage VIi thin a week :from the date after the deci si i on 

has been made by the arbitrators. · 

Kindly let me know how much 1 t w1.1l cost for two 

loads of disintegrated granite and I will send you a check 

forsarr:e. 

We have not lost the right of ~ across your 

property and legally have the right to rel~ our pipe line 

at any time we desire to thru your property. If you care to, 

we W1ll send o~ a copy of the official record showing when and 

how we acquired thi a right, 'I'he old agreement gives ue the 

right to go thru any portion of your property that we desJJ.re 

to put the pipe line, but there is no queslon but what 

if we do you a~ 4amage, even altho we have this right, it 

is up ~o us to make good, and this is our intention. 

In re ar~ to the other matter9; I have t rne~ 

this over to Mr Harritt for a report. I regret that the la~  

has been ca e -~ discomfort and Will tind out wh ere the 

trouble lies. 
Very truly yours, 

FK 

. . 

l!'c brual'Y ~ • ..t ~ . 

l!r. 1~  l?lot '.:her, 

Office. 

Dear Sir:-
In rep l y to t h 16 !!Ote \"ri ll s u.y: 

Hr. Stnith aBtJureai uc th~t t h e n et:<! fer wa ter was so r;r,!at 

t hat. h e h~ i no dtl a i r e to delay u 2 it' ·· ~n  ~· . !Sy unac::--

fta.no.1n~ \'TUB th .~ t t l"r.: nc\1 l :i :1e ~ .c t c follovr the old ':inc 

and I so told hi .~ . 

to Ellie. I lnlvcn' t llecn o n t }'l e \-: orY. a t all. 

I at1 o~ t l1e opinion t h at ~ ·,hene er any of t1" cHe 

ua • by any me uno t r.e:' r.1ay h ::. Vtl • 

o r~ truly . 

---~~· · -~--------

Superint 1 flfl n~ . 



'Fubruury 6, 1914 

Cuyt'-ra,.:.ua "\iator Co., 

~  ~ lt~ t ol !e r, Ut;r. 

l • ··~ , .. . - .. ~ ..... _«..., .ar .. (_,U: • 

• 

• 

• Ll td u. a not injured l.n ru1y 

~ . ... • !1c rsun:..lly I ·.Y'uuld &"- lllHi hilll a 6ui t if he 

~-far.t  011e. · lre is rathel· hurt by t1 ome se.1'oaat io 

1~ t ~- cl· he ~a ,r  :l-::hJ. ·~~~~ote hita. Also he &u.)·s y ou 

o: ~ ..ll .- ~ ~ him youl't:el1' ~r.  nut. treat hirn like a. 

Ch i 1 (·I ·--- 4.. . 

Yours tr ~ , 

--------------------------------

• 

l 

. • • I 

¥, 

J 
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r,a JJesa, c 1. 2/11/14 
Mr Ed Fletcher 1 Jlgr 

C. W. C o., San Diego, Cal. 
Deur Sir: 

Sinoe tal king 1D you over the telephone tnis morning m nave discovered that the blaaing \mich wrought smch havoc 
yesterday was done on our pluce. I had notified you in ~itin  
and told ~ botp your Foreman and Engineer Ellis that I did not 
want any further work done on iltis place intil y u and I had 
vome to an understanding. I refused to allow the pipe unloaded 
on our property but the other day When I was working at the back 
of the ranch it wae moved on to the property and then while I 
was in town yesterday these blasts were set off. Inasmuch as 
you ha ~ tated through your l!r narri tt that ycu desired t 0 take 
up an old pipe and eeplace it with a new one in digging an 
entirely nev7 ditch for your line, I tm certainly entitled to some 
expla nation and have thrned the ole matt r over to Ur Heskett 
and Judge Riley in the Scripps building, and before a~r more work 
io done here desire that you take the matter up .with 1r Heskett. 

In talldng it~ you tria morning ycu refer to being · 
"Held up" - Allow me to state right here that if you refer to my 
asking tor damages I have come far below the actual daoages 
due me. In bla.ettng rocks have come dovm like hail stones all 
Over the house and grove, one rock f'all.ing so close to our 
eighteen months iOld baby thtt.t he cried with fright; branches 
were broken from some of the trees a d a towel on the clothes 
linea at the back door a~ torn to shreds. The top of the 
automobile was pun@tred in several places; the oar ~aa certHinly 
datnaged by standing ou-4: in the rain as I explained to you, in 
trying to get to the house with the automobile on accoubt of 
the entrance being blocked the cap on the hub of one of the 
wheels was knocked off. Both the man who works for me and I ha-re 
been muCh hampered in our work and it has been i o i ~e to 
cUltivate around the trees on either side of your ditCh. ura 
Smith has Blffered with severe nervous headaches from the 
effects of the "bombardment" etc, !lll<l the additional,J rocks 
scattered througll the grove cauaes the expens of loading and 
hauling off for as I told you I am endeavoring to get the 
rociks out as much as possible. 

• 
As an evidence . o~ the carelessness and inefficiency of your 

blasting, when your men were digging after the blasting severel 
sticks of dynamite that had not gone oft we:·e :round in the holes. 

oblige 
Kindly sec Mr Heskett at the earliest moment possible and 

Yours very tm ly 
Sterling Smith 
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~. Sterling ~~th, 
:Box ~ • 
La Mesa, Calif. 

Dear Sir: 
Confirming oux ve1·bal conversation will say 

'tha'b I regret to hear that in blasting there has been any 

darrege done to your property am your garage. This will be 

your au t nori ty to hi:re Branam & Davia of La. Mesa. to fix all 

d8Jl"ftge to the garage and put 1 t in ~ir t class condition 

and I will ·pay the bill for same. In addition, as soon as 

the pipe is relaid, I wi ll haul several loads of disintegrat-

ed granite and fix your dri vev;ay and put it in its origi na.l . 
. 

cor.di tion . I:f there is any other damage to your property 

such as b le.sti ng and throwing rocks all over the property, 

kin:tJ.y keep tracK of the expenses that you are put to in 
the zra. t ter of" cleaning up JlOUr property am send me a 

b i ll for same ard I will sem you check. . 
. 
If the two trees tr~t are in the street in 

front of your property are ·killed on account of relaying 

oi' thi a pipe line, I will send you a check :for same am 
you can :e s t assured that when the pipe lnne is relaid 
I will put your la.rxl back in 1 ta original coiXli tion in a 

nanner that Vlill he aa.ti sfaatory to you. 

Assur i ng you that I regret that you have been 
annoyed i n t hi s manner, believe .me, 

Si no erely yours, 

FK 

~'e n lllr  

Cuyarnaca 'Jc. .. tar Compuny , 

3c.n Diago , C·1.lifornin . 

Gent.lar:1cn: 

I ·:;ill gj·ant you right of :inJ over r;..y l~l ce , 

r.loshansuck l~ nch , for l~ in  flume n cro ~· ·Lhat 1··ortion 
the1·oof no·,·, indicated by ~ ditch whieh you ~l ~ic 1Jurt i:1lly 
excavated . upon t te follo,:; ing terrns: 

iirs ~ - ~- ont of two hundreLl ::nd iifty oll~ .. 1·s 

to cover 1)resent d:.:.r.t[!E,CS to houne, b;C:r:.!;:o, autO!tiObile, 

gro\"G etc . 

Second - Agreemer .. i by you to j/1Y 1cr ~11 dc.,tlnge 
whieh may 'be c:.1.usad me i1: t h e completion 01 the ;:ork . 

Third - -1r: linquishmont of all rir.ht s nf ,:.-n.y 
oorvi tudes und easements in .rour in.vor arr: inst ~ . i  r ,_nch 
except the right nc(1uirod b3r this ngl"'Oe::naent . 

Very t1 ul:r yqurs: 

• 

- -
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Jnn cy 15th, 1 n 2 9 .. 

lion. · iilllnm D. Stenhens • 
Hotel Chc::ncellor 
7th e.~ Berendo Streets 
Lo5 i'.ngelos, Culifornia. 

~  dear Governors 
• 

JQ glt!d w gat y:n:r l ettor or the 15th t:nd ·.till 
find out im::!edictel.y ·flbnt a. t:cmberahip in the 
Shore Acres Co'.lntry Club i~ rrorth nnd will l et you 
l~ "'1 J:.,;" • • 

I iTJ.llt you to come to &n Diego, visit us at our 
hoae, nnd t rovel cround :r.i. th me in tho back count17, 
5t)ending three or 1:our days hare, and renewing old 
ncqur.intc ces. f!rs• Fletcher insists on i t a~ rrell. 

k!l going awny next wee!: for nbout ten dcyo, but 
S004otir.le in F~~ nr Llnrch, you ·:till bo mora 
tlw.."l welcome. 

Are you :friend) y . enough ni th me to \lri te me u latter 
ulton ~ ~ bo l!greeable to come or must •m bo very 
formal. end set the dute'l ~ e \10.llt you b come e t yoar 
con ~nience later on i n tho Ol:rly spring. 

t.i th kindest ?ersonnl rcgnrds. 

EF:GtT 

• 

. 
ll.l l ~.l.  J.7th, 
1 ~ :.. 9 

Honorablo Wn. ::; • Stcphcnfl, 
llotel C!u.nc .llor, , tl .. c.~. ..:>even t. " c~c .. du ...: ~et , 
Los !J .c.;elc:;, C 1 ifurr:.ic. . 

En ..;loscd l 'll1 " lett r fz-oi:l l;el.:l1C 
cxpl :mn tor-J . 

~ • • .. 9 • • 
J.• l."•• ~  ·a·_,• • •• l. M 

• . ., ~- \,1. .a tJ w 

I don1t ~.o .t -=>£ mv· ot·ch com:tt!:; club ~ .e  · i t.. iu 
nt La Jolla and a:.1 sorr.J I e<.m ~ot·.  va you t!le c~il·e  

inrol"!r:Ztion. 

EF: lK 

! , ..,.~ .............. , 



January 2lst.1 
l 9 ~  ~ 

Hon. ·~c . D. Stc.!jhcn::;, 
Hoeol Ch~~c~llor, 
Seventh & llor\ ... I:.c:o St. 1 
Los /Jt[cleo, CnJ.if'. 

P.nswc.l·me you:s or the ci ghtrcnth, I · ~ a little 
ttou.nt:d.n · ::;o:."t . · ~n t cnt:r or th.irt~ ... tro .,t i Ool~ , wy ovm 
lake, ~c  , !,. uchb;\l .iUl"llCl• l!\Jt• ti . l ~ UUU li' yo ;eel 
like collin .... do:.rn iz: the opl"'ing I ·.vill :i.".tO ~ .. ou some 
~.,, ...... u.s .. ;,.,n; ~· ' 1'' '' ~',.  ... c n•e ........ 11 ·.·t. '~. . un·"'i __ , ¥'·,,1 • ;.. .....- ......_ ·~ '-t - .-. ~ • ...,._. "'--' ~~ w W•:;....; ... •'• ...... 11J .· ;-J • ..1. -...&. ., U -. t.:-...1.. 
• ..,._ cl ,._ ,..~. .. ... 
-·. b ,..."""'._. ... 

- .... .: .... •• .!. ,. ... c·'·l, ... 
....,. ...., .. ,_ ..... . ,.,. ._..a.,U W' 'V' l II '-'-• ... - . 

• • • .L -t J. •• VJ. -r.,a ..,_on. 

I ·:rlll tjet the d:!te, or you, ~  .t t s you l~o·fer~ 

Under ~c. ~rt. tc cover ! ~r  :; . ~ inc you ; . photograph of 
the .,,.,ilol e ..! c ~ch r 1-.n::ti.l:, w. 

I "• ;n :10::. u th~n [;]. u tL t yc · f c1. 
~.n  bo.,h ~ . Flo~ch r Lnd I rut 
feelinG -.·rl !th i!. :C!'L'"'·L. 

EF:AK 

·~., .c-: ···'· • • • - "-'u - - ~., 

: r; yo:.. Jo to: ·e-re 113 
rn the f rd! ndly ... 

. 
yt 

• 

ALL ltOO·w· A .. E OH THE 
OUT81CII: AND HAVC 

f'RIYATC IIA'rH 

CAPE aH CONHCCT&DN 
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PHOHC WA•HINGTON 1183, 

W. J . WAfOHT .. •tANAGER 
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