
The School of Medicine 

UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA 

DEPARTMENT OF~ 

Microbiology 

Dr. Aaron Novick 

PHILADELPHIA 4 

April 12, 1951. 

Institute of Radiobiology and Biophysics 
University of Chicago 
5650 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Novick: 

Under separate cover I am mailing you trans
plants of five representative E. coli B mutants. '.l.ne requirements 
for these mutants are: 

B-12 
B-33 
B-62 
B-135 
B-203 

Proline 
Leucine 
Histidine 
Threonine 
Methionine 

w:~en last examined, these appeared~te stable 
with no evidence of reversions to independence. I hope they 
suit your purpose. If they do not, we have many other mutants 
of similar as well as different nature which we will be glad to 
send you. I will be interested in hearing of your results with 
these strains. 

JSG: jlh 

Sincerely yours, 

.l~c;,~. 
~eph~G~\, 



Dr . Joseph s . Gots 
Department of Microbiology 
The School of Medicine 
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania 

Dear Dr. Gots: 

1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37. Illinois · 
December 11, 1951 

You were so kind as to send us a number of mutants of 

your E . coli B strain which you have listed in your letter of 

April 12 , 1951 which was addressed to Dr . Novick . I wonder 

whether upon receiving these lines you could send us a slant 

of the origi. nal coli strain from which these mutants were de-

rived . \'le l«:>uld like to compare certain properties of this 

original strain with tre mutants that you sent us . 
:{ 

We w:>uld get the slant fastest if you sent it air mail 

to my private address , 1155 East 57th Street , Chicago 37, Illinois . 

We are quite anxious to do a few experiments with it before Christ-

mas . 

With many thanks and best wishes , 

Very sincerely yours , 

Leo Szilard 
m 



WESTERN 
UNION 

W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby aKreed to 

1206 

NIGHT lETTER 

DR. JOSEPH S. GOTS 
DEPAR'I'.AENT OF UICRDBIOLQGY 
THE SCHOOL OF UEDICINE 
UNIVERSITY OF 'PENNSYLVANIA 
PHILADELPHIA 41 PENNSYLVANIA 

INTERNATION AL SE RV ICE 

Check the class of service desired; 
o therwise this message will be 

sent at the full rate 

FULL LEDER 
RATE TELEGRA).1 

REGARDING MY LETTER WOOLD VFRY MUCH APPRECIATE YOUR MAILING US IN 

ADDITION AlSO TIILD TYPE MUTANTS WITH SINGLE AlliNO ACID REQUIREMENI'S STOP 

PID.'VIOUSLY YOU SENT US SUCH MUTANTS TITH A LOVt RATE OF REVERSION TO 

PROTOTROPH! STOP THIS TIME 'v'iE VIOULD LIKE TO HAVE UUTANTS liTH HIGH 

RATE OF R.u'\TERSION STOP MANY THANKS 

Institute of Radiobiology and Biophysics 
University of Chicago - December lJ, 1951 

LEO SZILARD 



UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA 

The School of Medicine 

DEPARTMENT OF j3_:;\~I:QGJC. 

M.icrobiolo::;y 

Dr. -'CO Szilar 
1155 East 59th Street 
G~icago 37, Illinois 

De r Dr. Szilard: 

PHILADELPHIA 4 

I am sending you our stra:L1'1 of .X::. co l_i D today. 
There will be a delry of severc:.l cays before -ve ce~"! get t'-'le otr.ers 

r:C.; ch YOU rec:uester' to you. VJe ·,ave made no '"lartic:JlE'.I' stu ie5 on 
rev~i~:::. rat~s since ""e ~:2vo been 1-;ri.na.r::.:.J iYJterested in hioc- em· ";:LL 

mech_anisms . Or c:.inari::..y 77e :_~ve lit-'-.le use f"r Etr~-ins ;,o_.;!'g ra.~-:Cl 

reversions and do not usuall;;- stock them. IIo·.;ever, I s: ... .;:.::..l go t'·ro;..:c"fl 
our stocks , select Gnd subculture so.1e which sho- late grorlh i" un
su:,:-plemented '1edia. :'0.is ·rill reej_'lire severcl c."a:·s . A'"' e-om: "'S ~e 

have a subcu::.. ture "8 will send them to yo t. I l:n:--e t::.e;r ·-:Lll serve 
:,-our purpose e 

JSG: jlh 



1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, illinois 
January 15, 1952 

Dr. Joseph S. Gets 
Department of Microbiology 
The School of Medicine 
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania 

Dear Dr. Gets: 

I am writing to thank you for sending 

us various slants of bacteria which have all arrived 

in good order and are being used in various 

experiments. It was very kind of you to bother with 

this matter and we appreciate very much your 

cooperation. 

With many thanks and best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

LS/sds 



' 

' 

UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA 

The School of Medicine 

DEPARTMENT OF~ 

Microbiology 

Dr. Leo Szilard 

PHILADELPHIA 4 

December 18, 1951. 

1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

I am sending you under separate cover four (4) 
mutants of E. coli, strain B. The original requirements of these 
mutants were as follows: 

B-64 - Methionine or cystine 

B-85 - Tryptophane 

B-150 - Homoserine or (methionine plus threonine) 

B-159 - Niacin (nicotinic acid) 

All of these mutants showed late growth in unsupple
mented media. These haven't been studied for some time and hence 
their behavior may be different. I hope they serve your purpose and 
will be greatly interested in your results. 

Sincerely yours, 

JSG:jlh 

Jlo~~~-+-: 
--------J ~eph S. Gots 

4c 
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