
Ro%h Draft December 9, 1950 

If in Trouble--the Truth 

As I write tnese ~ines, American troops in North Korea are bein6 pushed 

out of thei r by the Chinese armies . The Uni~ed States has not altered its 

tenet on go ing to the defense or .Formosa ir the 5 overnmen1:. 01 hina should 
not 

deci e to attack it . It is ix supportea in this tenet y either ureatjEritain, 

.F'rBnce, Holland, or Eelc.,ium . It is the cecle.red intent.ion 01 the United 

States to s end about a billion dollars in an attem1)t w .tJrO uce hyarot;.en 

bombs and to creat a mi litary iorce on the continent of Euro.t:Je stronb enou~h 

to withhold the Russif:n attack . This is clearly possit e only ii eriLany is 

reconstructed ana rearmed, an~ it i s the decl reo intention ol' the United 

States to achieve this . 

The increasifib milit.ary mibht oi ft~erica o.na hussia re~resents a threat 

to each other ' s security . This threLt has been ra~iuly increasi~ ever since 

the end o:r the la t war , and it is not astonishing the:. t in the United Stetes 

more ana more people think in terms oi a preventive war . A mi.Litary prep<.>rednes 

on the scale now contemplated by the Uni tea States with a military ex1,endi ture 

of perhaps 50 million dollars and an orrny bel in rea iness of more th~·n three 
in 

million men repres ents the thinKiP~ oi Americans a burden which they are not 

inclined to carry over an indefinite eriod of tirr.e . The assum.t- tion of this 

burden will inevitably lead to sentiment in favor of a "reventive war . The 

possibility 01 the preventive war wabed by the United ~tates thoUoh it is i n 
but 

many people 1 s mind is rarely publicly expressed ~ the Secretary of tl e Navy , 

Mr . Matthews did ex ~ ress it publicly and yet was ~ermitted to remain in office . 

But though the thought o1 preventive war is in the minds of many ~mericans , 

none of them in their richt senses auvocates that. we should uo to war right 

now . Their conce.l:-'t. of preventive war , nowever, is r o.ther that we shou..Ld 

rearm ourselves , reconstruct Germ~ny , make Western Euro~e im,regnable, and 

then have a show-down with Russia an 6 o to war ii Russia cannot satisfy 

our legitimate need for security . Ju t what Russi~ shoU.Ld o to satisfy 

our legitimate needs for security has not so far been stated . Presumably 
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we want her to e;ive us certain material 5 uarontees rather than h er _tJleg5 ed 

word, but just wha~ thi 0 Uara.ntee should be remains obscure . Ju ~ing by 

ana logy , we muft assume t ta t many ~ eople in Russia mey also think in terms 

of a preventive ~ar even thoUoh no • uol ic utterances ~o this er rect have come 

to our notice , but i n contrast to ~he American aaherence to ~reventive ~ar , 

t he Russian adherence to preventive war &re to .~-Tevent that Vvar 

unti l. Western Euro -e is rearmed . If fmssia i s c oin~ to 1 i 6 ht a preventive 

war , the time for her to do so i s ri6 ht now . Havi05 gone out on a Limb with 

respect to Formosa , the United tates is offerin6 :i.i» hus cia an opportunity !bo 
being 

embroil us in war w"i thout kac:x:iJilb the ae;gressor and O.rJ era tin5 un er the fr· ·ev.ork 

of the United Nations . Thus she will enable Western ~uro t e to declcre herself 
she 

neutral and XR wil l. not have to invade \\'estern Euro1 e , at least in the early 

phases of t _e war and perhaps not any time durin6 the war . For if the 

Chinese attack F'ormosa in the near future while our pl edge to defend Formosa 

still stands , we are bound to de1ena Formosa . And ir we o os ;, n use Japan 

· s a base for our defensive operations , the nussian-Chinese alJ.i&nce will 

bring Russia into the war . \,-orld opinion will not hold that either ~Jhina or 

Russia acted i llegally and the countri es of Western Euro; e wil act both in 

conformity with ?~orld opinion and with their own neea of i mmedie;te survival , 

and witt. their OV\'!1 aesire to avoid immedic. te occupation by Hussia if they 

declare themselves to Le neutral . Wb&t Engl&nd mi6 ht do i n these circumstcnces 

i "' difricult t o say , bu t she mi ght aecide to help us by 5 iving us "all aid 
we 

shor t of w&r ." Because ne: went out on a l i mb when VIe pledged ourselves to 

defend l' ormosa and because the Chinese by may make i t exceedingly 

hard fo r us to crawl bacK f r om the limb , the tindnt, o · a hus ian limeric&n VYar 

i s today and wi ll r emain fo r the next few months i n Russian hands . During 

th8se next few months the wa r may come any day . 
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