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Dr. Leo Szilard 
Wardman Park Hotel 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear leo: 

I have your letter of March 24th and have just had tl'e 
opportunity to read it and the polls which you conducted. The 
reason for the delay as you know is that I have been so bu5,1 
perfecting the atomic energy bill which has finally been reported 
out by the Committee. 

I have read the polls with the greatest of interest and I 
want you to know hen'! much I appreciate your splendid cooperation. 

With kindest regards, I am 

;:rn, I(?~ 
United Sta.tes Senator 



Senator Brion I.:b!.hhon 
Tho C pitol 
iash ine;'b:> n, D. C • 

1155 ...:as" 57th Stroot 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
Juno 29, 1049 

I was vary glad to haw ba<l an opportunity to to.ll: with lh·. GOT'don 

Doa.n, ond I wish to thank you for having arra.nged the interviolv. 

Before leaving \ ashir.gton I had several oth01• corworsations with 

persons YJho oro cognizant d: the si ir-tation ani who sha.ro my concern. As a 

reoult of fueso oonversationa, I n~·- ha.va a cleo.ror pictm-o or the obotncles 

that trlll have to be overcome before fuines oa.n ·ue.ka o. tlll'n for the hotter. 

I expect to be back in WashiiJGton sooe tim o.f'ter the 4th of July 

o.nd might conb:l.ot you titan again ii' ·bhe need e.risos . 

It is my hope that the A. ' .c. t"lill have the \'>isdom to limit itself 

to ·ofuti.rc tho o ha.rgoo mdo agai:as t it. It uould certainly be Vo:'1J rot;rot-

table if scientists waro oe.lled as mtnasses for the B. C. in c:i.roUI:;Sto.ncos 

't.hich must necessarily brine; a.bou t a conflict bot\"reon thoir poli tioo.l loyal-

tioo and their loyalty to t."l.o truth. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

m 
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Leo Szilard 
1155 East 57th St. 
Chicago 37, Ill. 

Senator Brien Mcifahon 
Joint Committee on Atomic ~nergy 
United State s Congress, 
Wash ington, 
D.c. 



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 3 7 • ILLINOIS 

INSTITUTE OF RADIOBIOLOGY AND BIOPHYSICS 

Senator Brien McMahon, 
Senate Office Build ing , 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear S enator McMahon: 

1155 East 57th Street 
Chicag o 37, Ill. 

November 12, 1949 

Towards the end of last week, soon after I saw y ou, 
I be g an to have serious doubts whether a public airing of the 
record of the AEC at this time would not have undesirable 
consequences which I did not appreciate at the tiem when I 
talked to you. ~mat I fear is that such a public airing 
might precipitate a public discussion of the i s sue related to 
the topic which worries E· o. Lawrence and Edward Tel~r. 

Clearly the issue will at some time require a top 
policy decision and ultimately such a policy decision will 
have to be the decision of the J~erican people, and therefore 
will require public discussion. But as yet our top policy 
makers have not had sufficient opportunity to consider the 
issue, and even less to adjust our forei gn policy to the re
quirements of the realities with which we are faced. It 
seems to me that those responsible for top policy decisions 
ought to have an opportunity to study the situation with 
which we are faced, free from public pressure, end to arrive 
at some tentative conclusions before the issue is raised in 
public. It would seem to me that these considerations may be 
more important that the question of either the past performance 
of the AEC, or its performance in the next six months. 

I have advised some of my colleagues of the doubt 
v;hich I have on this score, but communications within a large 
and scattered group are difficult and I do not know to what 
ex tent my attitude will be shared by others. In any case, I 
asked to be kept informed of what the final decision will be, 
so that I may keep you informed, as I told you I would. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 
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1155 East 57th St . , 
Chicago 37, Ill . 

i~ ov ember 14 • 1949 

senator Brien ·c!.!o.hon, 
Joint Committee of Atomic ~nergy, 
United Statos Concress, 
··ashington, n. c. 

Dear ~enntor .clfahon: 

This letter I am writine to you from 
New York. Yesterday I ~ent you a t.elegram as fol
lo s: 

you. 

"SINGE OUB TALK IN CHICAGO THERE WEHE 
FURTHER DEVELOPT.~EHTS A"ll) I PERSONALLY NOW 
BELIEVE THAT WE OUGHT Nor PHECIPITATE A 
PUBLIC DISCUS.SIO ~ OF Tl:E IS~UE AT THIS TIUE .. 
T ~0 f..!E!1BE. S OF THE ORIGINAL PRIUCETON GROUP 
WHOM I CONTACTE':'l P1 THE iAST SHARE NY VIEW. 
HOW T•!E OTHERS WILL REACT I DO NOT YET KNOW 
FUT I SHALL KEEP YOU LWORl.~ED . REGARDS 

LEO SZILARDt~ 

I trust this telegram was for arded to 

Sincerely yours , 

teo Szilard 

LS/rm 



BRIEN MCMAHON, CONN. 
CHAIRMAN 

RICHARD B. RUSSELl, GA. 
EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLO. 
TOM CONNALL V, TEX. 
MILLARD E. TYDINGS, MD, 
BOURKE B. HICKENLOOPER, IOWA 
ARTHUR H . VANDENB ERG, MICH. 
EUGENE 0, MILLIKIN, COLO. 
WILLIAM F. KNOWL.AND, CAL..I.F. 

qcongress of tbt Wnittb ~tate~ 
WILLIAM L. BORDEN, EXECUTIVE Dl RECTOR 
HAROLD BERGMAN, DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC ENERGY 
(CREATED PuRSUANT TO PuBLIC LAW !585, 79TH CONGRESS) 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
1155 East 57th Street 
Ch..i..cago 37, illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

November 16, 1949 

As Senator McMahon is still in the 
West, I am taking the liberty of acknowledging 
your recent telegram and letter. 

The contents of your telegram have 
been forvmrded to the Senator, and I am sure he has 
received the info1~tion by now. 

Sincerely yours, 

Executive Secretary 

CARL T. DURHAM, N.C. 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

CHET HOLIFIELD, CALIF, 
MELVIN PRICE, ILL. 
PAUL J. KILDAY, TEX. 
HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH. 

W. STERLING COLt:: , N, V. 

CHARLES H. ELSTON, OHIO 
CARL HINSHAW, CALIF. 
JAMES E. VAN ZAND"(, PA. 



BRIEN MCMAHON, CONN. 
CHAIRMAN 

RICHARD B. RUSSELL. GA. 
EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLO. 
TOM CONNALLY, TEX. 
MILLARD E. TYDINGS, MD. 
BOURKE B . HICKENLOOPER, IOWA 
ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH. 
EUGENE D. MILLIKIN, COL.O. 
WILL.IAM F. KNOWLAND, CALIF. 

~ongrt~~ of tbt itlnittb ~tatt~ 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC ENERGY 

WILLIAM L. BORDEN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
HAROLD BERGMAN, DEPUTY Dl RECTOR 

(CREATED PuRSUANT TO PuBLIC '-AW 585, 79TH CONGRESS) 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37 , Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard : 

November 25, 19 49 

Thank you ve~ much for your 
telegram, which you confirmed by letter under 
date of November ll~th. 

I am pleased that you have taken the 
decision that you have. Won't you please keep in 
touch with me from time to time? I am always 
interested in your views. 

It was good to have a conference with 
you when I was in Chicago. 

''lith best wishes , 

Sincerely yours, 

CARL T. DURHAM, N.C. 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

CHE'T' HOLI,I ELD, CALipr. 
MELVIN PRIC E, ILL. 
PAUL J. KILDAY, T EX. 
HENRY M . JACKSON , WA S H. 
W. STE RLING COL E, N. Y. 
CHARLES H. ELSTON , OHIO 
CARL HINSHAW, CALIF. 
JAMES E. VANZANDT, PA. 

cf~~ liT ~al~ 
United States Senator 
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