
WORLD AFFAIR~ <P 
CENTER 
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First Avenue at 47th Street New York 17, N. Y. OXford 7-3934 

Professor Leo Szilard, 

Hotel Dupont Plaza, 

Washington, D.c. 

Dear Professor Szilardr 

Monday, Harch 12, 1962 

Vera Dean 1 s address is Director of Non-Hest-

tern Civilizations Studies Program, Universit y 

of Rochester. 

I enjoyed mery much talking to you and thank 

you again for your hospitality. 

New name as of March 15, 1960: Foreign Policy Association 
-World Affairs Center 



-=:_ adassah The Women 's Zionist Organization of America, Inc., 590 N. VERMONT,IIM. 156. LOS ANGELES" 4. NO 5·1169 

Professor Leo Szilard 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Professor, 

August 2, 1963 

Because of your great compassion for humanity and the precious 
gifts you have bestowed upon all mankind in the all-important field of 
physics and world peace, the world is an infinitely better place. 

When the Southern Pacific Coast Region of HADASSAH, National 
Women's Zionist Organization of 318,000 members, presents its BETTER 
WORLD AiiARDS at a major 52nd anniversary celebration in Los Angeles 
September 25, 1963, at the new Scottish Rite ~~sonic Temple, we hope 
we may include you among our five special guests who will be honored 
for their outstanding contributions to the world community. 

As you perhaps know, HADASSAH has for more than a half century 
carried on a w~de variety of specific programs in America, Israel, and 
the n~wly emerging nations of Africa and Asia for the maximum advancement 
and utilization of the humanities, the arts and the sciences in the building 
of a better world. 

We would be deeply honored if we may count upon your own presence 
and participation in our anniversary SALUTE TO WORLD CITIZENS. 

May we hear from you at your earliest convenience? 

Sincerely, 

EL:lhf 



A. T. HADLEY 

~ 
~ 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Memorial Hospital 
444 East 68th Street 
New York 21, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

35 West 53rd Street 
New York 19, N.Y. 

15 December 1960 

Here is the next to final draft of my book on Arms 
Control. As I wrote you last week, the final draft is 
due at the publishers (Viking) February 1, so that I 
must have your comments by January 7 at the latest. 

In addition to the body of the book which is enclosed, 
there will be an introduction in which I genuinely bow 
to all who helped me along the way and are taking the 
time to read this manuscript. In this introduction I 
also point out that the book is in the final analysis 
mine and that no member of the Summer Study or others 
who have helped can be held responsible for what is 
in the book. That 1 s on my head. There will also be 
an index, a glossary, and a chapter by chapter biblio­
graphy. In order to keep the text free of footnotes, 
it is in the bibliography that credit will be given 
to those whose contributions to specific aspects of 
this subject are particularly unique. 

Thank you for your help in the past and for taking 
the time to comment on the manuscript now. 

With season's greetings and best wishes, 

Please send your comments to: 

Yours, 

__.ill/ A' ?AU-t . I ' rff~7 
Arthur T. Hadley 

Arthur T. Hadley 
35 West 53rd Street 
New York 19, N. Y. 
Tel: Circle 6-8674 



HANS VON HALBAN 

COPY 

11 RUE GUYNEMER 
SCEAUX SEINE 

March 31st, 1939 

KINDLY INFORM JOLIOT THAT PAPERS RELATING TO SUBJECT OF YOUR JOINT 
NOTE TO NATURE HAVE BEEN SENT BY VARIOUS PHYSICISTS TO PHYSICAL 
REVIEW BEFORE PUBLICATION OF YOUR NOTE STOP AUTIIORS AGREED HOWEVER 
TO DELAY PUBLICATION FOR REASONS INDICATED IN SZILARDS LETTER TO 
JOLIOT FEBRUARY SECOND AND THESE PAPERS ARE STILL HELD UP STOP 
NEWS FROM HOLIOT WHETHER HE IS WILLING SIMILARLY TO DELAY PUBLIC* 
ATION OF RESULTS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE WOULD BE I'VELCOME STOP IT IS 
SUGGESTED THAT PAPERS BE SENT TO PERIODICALS AS USUAL BUT PRINTING 
BE DELAYED UNTIL IT IS CERTAIN THAT NO HARMFUL CONSEQUENCES TO BE 
FEARED STOP RESULTS WOULD BE COMMUNICATE IN MANUSCRIPTS TO COOPER­
ATING LABORATORIES IN AMERICA ENGLAND FRANCE AND DENMARK STOP 
C~~ICATING BLACKETT A1ID DIRAC IN ATTEMPT TO GET COOPERATION OF 
NATURE AND PROCEEDINGS ROYAL SOCIETY STOPJLEASE CABLE WEISSKOPF 
FINE HALL PRIUCETON NJ 

March 31st, 1939 

BLACKETT PHYSICS DEPARTMENT VICTORIA UNIVERSITY MAJrCHESTER 

PHYSICISTS HERE HAVE SENT PAPERS TO PHYSICAL REVIEW ON SUBJECT 
RELATED TO HALBAN JOLIOT LETTER TO NATURE STOP AUTHORS AGREED TO 
DELAY PUBLICATION IN VIEW OF REMOTE BUT NOT NEGLIGIBLE CHANGE OF 
GRAVE MISUSE IN EUROPE STOP IT IS SUGGESTED THAT PAPERS BE SENT 
TO PERIODICALS AS USUAL BUT PRINTING BE DELAYED UNTIL IT IS CERTAIN 
THAT NO HARMFUL CONSEQUENCES TO BE FEARED STOP RESULTS WOULD BE 
COMMUNICATED IN MANUSCRIPTS TO COOPERATING LABORATORIES IN AMERICA 
ENGLAND FRANCE A1~ DENMARK STOP IS IT POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO OBTAIN 
COOPERATION OF NATURE AND PROCEEDINGS? WIGNER WRITING DIRAC STOP 
WEISSKOPF FINE HALL PRINCETON NJ 

April 5~ 1939 

WEISSKOPF FINE HALL PRINCETON NJ 

BIEN RECU LETTRE SZILARD MAIS PAS CABLE ANNONCE STOP PROPOSITION 
DU 31 MARS TRES RAISONNABLE MAIS VIENT TROP TARD STOP AVONS APPRIS 
SEMAINE DERNIERE QUE SCIENCE_SERVICE AVAIT INFORME PRESSE AMERICAINE 
U FEVRIER SUR TRAVAUX ROBERTS Sl'OP LETTRE SUIT 

JOLI OT HAL BAN KOWARSKY 
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April 6. 1939 

JOLIOT 
COLLEGE DE FRANCE PARIS 

REPLYING YOUR CABLE WEISSKOPF STOP ROBERTS PAPERS CONCERNING DELAYED 
NEUTRON EMISSION WHICH IS MUCH WEAKER THAN HE THINKS AND HARMLESS 
STOP HOWEVER TUVES GROUP WAS RECENTLY APPROACHED AND PROMISED 
COOPERATION STOP WE HAVE SO FAR DELAYED PAPERS IN VIEW OF POSSIBLE 
MISUSE IN EUROPE STOP KINDLY CABLE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WHETHER 
INCLINED SIMILARLY TO DELAY YOUR PAPERS OR WHETHER YOU THINK THAT 
WE SHOULD NOW PUBLISH EVERYTHING STOP 

KINGS CROWN HOTEL SZILARD 

April s. 1839 

NL T WEI SSKOPF 
FINE HALL PRINCETON (NJ) USA 

YOUR SUGGESTION PASSED TO NATURE AND ROYAL WHO WILL SURELY COOPERATE 
STOP AWAITING LETTER WITH DETAilS 

BLACKETT 

April 7 • 1939 

LC SZILAP..D 
KINGS CROWN HOTEL NY 

QUESTION ETUDIEE SUIS D AVIS MAINTENANT PUBLIER AMITIES 
JOLIOT 
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1, / - 1/1 
Dear Hr . Brower: ,f"~ r I 

I recently got a copy of Dr . Szilard's speech 
which I have read and highly approve of . In talking 
with a number of friends I think it would be quite 
possible to get some 5 -10 families as a minimum to 
agree to the , terms. Tho at least at the start we 
couldn't do iliuch re. the Federal vote at least we 
could contribute money and start on a Island program 
here. I am enclosing a check for l l.50 to get 6 
copies of the s peech and since I am a former Boston 
resident am writing you. I would appreciate being / 
put on the mailing list to hear of any further ~ 1~ 

developments in the "Movement" . Sincerely, /rvJ 1
1
\ 'It 

Thomas L. Hall, M.D. ~~ // ..., ::·A\ 
Centro De Sal cl / ~ ~ 

Guoyn•bo. Puerto Rico 



Dear Professor Szilard: 

839 vJ"es t Sheridan Road 
Ch, c abo , I llinois 
Decemb er 4, 1961 

Good l uck in your efforts to establi sh a mov ement t o 
abolish war . I particularly like the idea of c ar paigning f or 
Hembers of Congress sol ely on the basis of their peace or v1ar 
atti t udes. All other matters before Congress are trivial i n 
corr.parison. 

I p ersonally ·rrote a half dozen Congressme n my objections 
to nuclear testing and t heir silence -r-mul d do justice to a. Trappis t l 1 onk. 
Who are they 'lfraid of? Certainly not their c onstituents . 

If you are c ompiling a mail ing lis t of interested lqrmen 
I Nould appreciate being on such a l ist, and I mi ght be able to 
re cruit several others . I doub t i f any of us uould vtant to 
contr;bute 2% of our sal1rie s , but yearly me ibersh "os of $10 . 00 or 
so Ho ul be of interest. 



. .. 

UN IV ERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
DEPA RTM ENT OF BACTE RIOLOGY 

362 NOYES LABORATORY OF CHEMISTRY 

URBANA 

March 9th, 1950 

Dr. L. Szilard 
Institute of Radio Biology 
University of Chicago 
6200 Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

We are contemplating having Dr. Luria join our staff next 
Fall and I find tha t it is necessary for us to have 
letters of recommendation to accompany my recommendation 
for his appointment. 

I am wondering if you would be so kind as to write me a 
letter in his behalf, certifying as to his scientific 
stature and qualifications for the position involved. He 
is to be recommended as a Research Professor. 

k 

Sincerely yours, 

&~~ 
H. 0. Halvorson 

Head of Department 
of Bacteriology 



6200 Drexel Av.-,nue 

Dr. H. o. Halvorson 
Department of Dacteriology 
362 IJoy(~S Laboratory of Chemistry 
University of Illinois 
Urbana, Illinois 

Dear D:r. Halvorson: 

MIIU'Ch . lS, 1950 

In reply to your inq.uiry of March 9th; I wish to say the 

follOt.rlng t Dr. Luria is an outstanding authority in the field 

of research on bacteria and bacterial viruses. l~ven thoueh 

there have been numerous investigati-ons on bacterial viruses 

ever since t hey '"ere discovered the basic phenomena involved 

Nmained obscure until, beginning tdth tho year 1942, a few men 

in this country began to reinvesti _ja'Ce this field. Dr. Luria 

was one of these pioneers to whom we owe our present knowledge 

of the basic phenomena of bacterial viruses. In my view, he iS 

one of the leading thr.ee or four men in thi:s general field. It 

was in part due to Luria t a mm work that we now possess methods 

applicable to tba field o.r bacterial Viruses which permits us to 

study these viruses with much greater ease and exactness than is 

posslble in the case of the other viruses. Thus the study of 

bacteri~l viruses has acquired great importance from the point 

of view of pointing the way to tbe study of viruses· in general. 

~uite apart from this, a study of bacterial viruses as practiced 



Dr. ll. 0. Halvorson - 2- March 15, 1950 

by Dr. Luria pro:nises to give important insight into the basic 

phenomena of grcw1th . 

I knm- of no one wbom I would reco:Jtr:lend more hiahJ.y for 

the pocition for· nhich jrou are considering him. 

Sincerely yours ~ 

113/sds 



Dr . Leo Szilard 
u~eraton- Carleton Jotel 
Pas~ington , ) . C. 

Dear Dr . Szilard : 

~6 1414 20th Street 

'. a s h i 1g t o n , D • C • . 

Au ;nst ?2 , 1955 

Eello . I received you r Au ,ust 9, telegran on ~riday . I 

have .no-red to t~e above address a11<1 '10 mai 1 was for1·mrded . 

From 8:15 a . t)J . to about 5:20 or 6 , I can be reached by 

"C.recutive 2- 7080 , v~ere I am doing some l•ror1c for the director of 

statistics . After Serytember 3, I expect to have a phone listed 

in ny name at the above address . 

Thanlc you for returning my coryy , 1·hi ch I received sometime 

a~o . 

I shall look forward to hearing fro'n you . I '1ave a flexible 

schedule , and perharys I can ~e of value to you . 

Si~cerely yoJrs ,~ 

E~~fft 
Erwin D. La~ilton 





JOEL S. HANDLER. M. D. 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
DuPont Plaza Hotel 
Washington 6, D.c. 

Dear Doctor Szilard: 

670 N. MICHIGAN AVE., CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS SU~EIUOR 7-8787 

Feburary 14, 1962 

Please count on me for support, both with spreading the word 
and financial help as you suggest in your proposal for "The Peace Lobby." 
I have sent copies of your document to the members of the Committee on 
Social Issues of the Group for the Advancement of Psychiatry and I hope 
you will be hearing from them. Two in particular had already been in­
terested, Dr. Viola Bernard of New York, whom I believe you know and have. 
spoken with, and Roy Menninger who h the son of William !'ienninger of the 
famed psychiatric olinio. 

Best wishes, 

Joel s. Handler, M.D. 

JSH:ce.s 



Sir Charles R. rington 
Director, !atJ.onal 
Institute for .:.!edioal Research 
The idgeway, Mill Hill 
London, N. ll. 7, b'ngland 

Dear Sir Charles, 

February 12, 1953 

I understand from Dr. Howard Green that J::e is beeing 

considered for a position at your Institute and that he has given my 

name as a reference. 

I have been acquainted with Dr. Green for a period of about two 

years and had many discussions with him about his work. He is a mature 

scientist :rho is very much devoted to his worl<. He has imagination, is 

resourceful, and crit:i.cally evalua.ton the results -.mich he obtains. I 

have a high regard for h:tt1 both as a. scientist a.nd as a person. 

Dr. Green is relruced, quiet, and so.rt spoken, 1l.n-4_ RB far as I 

c~n tell liked by everybody here at the Universit,y. 

If there is any further information you should desire to l'Bve, 

please do not hesitate to call on me. 

Very truly yours, 

Leo Szilard 

IS/llt 



I BY AIR MAIL I 
AIR LETTER 
IF ANYTHING IS EN­
CLOSED THIS LEITER 
WILL BE SENT BY 
ORDINARY MAIL. 

Dr •. L..~ . .o _ S.z:Llard_, 
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Institute of Radiobiology and 
BioPhysics, · ·· · 

Uni versit·y ·of Chicago, 

CHICAG.O 37, .... Illinois, 

U. S. A. 

+- Second fold here -+ 
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L_ __ _ 

::r .. 
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PRIVY COUNCIL 

MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH 

THE RIDGEWAY · MILL l-ULL · LONDON, N.W.7. 

Cables: NATINMI!D MILL, LONDON, 

16th February, 1953. 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

Thank you very much for your letter of the 

12th February about Dr. Howard Green. The information 

which you give me will be very useful in enabling me 

to decide whether he should be offered a place for 

work in this Institute. 

Yours s~· n erely, 

{7;.~~ ~ 
Direc or. · 

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
Institute of Radiobiology and 

Biophysics, 
University of Chicago, 
Chicago 3.7, 
Illinois. 
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Mrs. Avraham Harman 



! .r. ,Ji.llittlll Harr(<ll 
6 h noor, Jod:i:inistr· tion 13uil-linn 
I ni verai t of ChicaPo 
Ch.ica~o 37, Illinois 

July 17, 19)3 

I a.l. .ritin -~ to you oonccrnin·; th~ patent applica ion w. ich Dr. 
;Jovick und I filed on november 15, 19521 no. )20, ·~16 , entitled 
•Caffeine Containin ~ Product5 and :.; thods for their Preperation11

• 

Tho invention described in this patont .npplicn tion ma·r or t.'my not 
fall undt.r' our C(mtract :it~ ~.~hn Of icc of . .'aval iOSenrch and we 
ar th "rc.iorl1 not froe a Uw pr< 'Hmt tic1c conccrnin·. thi$ pplication. 

I nn y;ri tinv you oday to advise you that in the li ·ht o · 
ox-p :.d.:.1mrrt~ porfornad , since tho fili1 r: of thLs pHtm t applic· tion, 
vr, no lon ·•er fcol justified in obtaining patent for ·uw subject 
oattnr deRcnhed in tr.o applicntion. Fad wo known in t.ove-:nbcr of 
l aat ymn· r·:at ·e i:no !I nmr, YJO cotlld not _ ln ·ood faith, have filod 
thio _ at.ent applic tion. 

ConM.:~quontly, it is not our i tention to roGoouto this patent 
appl ... c ... tion .·.mrl it io our ii tnntion to ... ~, it. die by kin 1· no action 
in raspon:1o to whatover a~tion tho Pnt~~nt (Jffioo may ta. e . So Jar 
rr<> ~rro not ho<P·-1 fro~n t.h.. Patent OffiC~) . Dr. NoVick a."id I rould 
ar>p 'Oi •.H your o.dvir;in::; the ~'~;.f co of Jnval ~; a arch accordinr~l; . 

Sincer ely yourn , 

W : jda 

I a ~rce to t'e above. 

ll.a.ron. Novick 



FORTY EAST THIRTY-FIFTH STREET 

DONALD HARRINGTON 

JOHN PAPANDREW 

Ministers 

Dear Dr. Szillard, 

NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

Telephone: MUrray Hill 3-4988 

April 21, 1960 

One could not read the newspaper accounts of your 
gallant battle for life, I mean for all our lives, 

JOHN HAYNES HOLMES 
Minister Emeritus 

RICHARD D. LEONARD 
Minister of Education 

as well as for your own, without being deeply moved. 
You are the kind of man that mankind cannot spare. 
All of this moves me to write a letter which I fear 
is hopeless, but I must write it nonetheless. I 
want to express the hope that you will try Krebiozen 
for your cancer. I am sure that Dr. Andrew Iv•y would 
come on from Illinois in order to administer it. 
Surely no avenue with even the faintest hope should 
be left untried for you. If your doctors or you have 
doubts about it, you might read, or ask Mrs. Szillard 
to read Herbert Bailey's "A Matter of Life and Death" 
or listen to one of the records which tells the Kre­
biozen story. 

I write this letter to a friend of man, hopefully. 

Dr. Leo Szillard 
Memorial Hospital 
Room 133 
444 East 68th Street 
New York, New York 

Most sincerely yours, 

< :Z41d ~~-t;;_ 
Donald szantho~arrington 

"KNOWING NOT SECT, CLASS, NATION, OR RACE, WELCOMES EACH TO THE SERVICE OF ALL" 

~® 



NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE 

FLOWER AND FIFTH A VENUE HOSPITALS 

FIFTH AVENUE AT ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH STREET 

NEW YORK 29, NEW YORK 

HEALTH SERVICE 

Leo Sz.ilard , M. D. 
Professor of Biophysics 
University of Chicago 
Chicago , Illinois 

Dear Doctor Szilard : 

June lOth, 1963 

I am in receipt of a memorandum on the Council for a Livable World 
which has evoked the following remarks . 

I am well aware of your lifetime dedication to scientific endeavors and 
of your great contribution i n the field of biophysics . After reading 
over the aims of the action program as outlined in the pamphlet , there 
are some points that bother me . 

My qual ifications for discussing the subject of disarmament stem from a 
close relationship with my father-in-law , the late Thomas E. Murray, a 
member of the Atomic Energy Commi s s ion from 1950 to 1957 and then, advisor 
to the Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy from 1957 to 1960 . 

Mr . Murray was deeply concerned with the problems outlined in your pamphlet 
and felt that the Western Nations in this "era of terror " had confused 
violence with force . He felt that judicious use of force based on 
conventional arms and rational nuclear armament was a possibility and as 
long as the goals of communism continued to be those of world domination , 
this country must never relinquish it 1 s ability to use adequate force when 
necessary . Therefore , such programs that would ban nuclear testing were 
highly dangerous to the democratic nations and to the peace of the world . 
His program, which since his death I have undertaken to further, consisted 
in outline of the following initial steps : 

1- Agreement by all world powers as to the maximum megatonage permissable 
short of total destruction of the human race . This figure , whatever it 
might be , would be arrived at by men of science such as yourself . 

2- Under the supervision of a number of national representatives on neutral 
territory, over a three year period , the Russia~s and the United States 
dismantle a specified, equal tonage of overkill, bomb for bomb, des­
troying the hardware invol ved and donating the fissionable material to 
an international agency for peaceful uses . 
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June lOth, 1963 

Admittedly this first step would be just that, but it would constitute a 
start towards the mechanism of dual disarmament . 

I would like to discuss this subject in more detail and would appreciate 
your comments . 

BH ~ bk 

!Ck-
Basil Harris, M. D. 
Coordinator 
Medical Education for 
National Defense 



July 23. 1963 

Dr. Basil Harris, Coordinat•or 
Medical Education for National Defense 
New York Medical College 
Flower and Fifth Avenue Hospitals 
New York 29, New York 

Dear Dr. Harris: 

Thank you for your letter of June 10 to Dr. Szilard, who is presently spending a few weeks abroad. We 
will hild your letter for his return, meanwhile, 
we would like to thank you for your interest in the Council. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Lois Gardner, 
Acting National Director 

LG/evp 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO 
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 92038 

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS 

Professor Leo Szilard 
La Valencia Hotel 
1132 Prospect 
La Jolla, California 

Dear Professor Szilard, 

February 6, 1964 

Enclosed please find an early version of a 
proposed article. I would appreciate any 
conunents. 

Sincer ly yours, 

L~ ft--t pc ~ t 0L 

~----__.L..( v,_ tb_.___.( 

-j1Ar---( ~· 
Seymour E. Harris 
Chairman, Department of Economics 

SEH/sl 

enc. 



Mrs. Gilbert A. Harrison 
3556 M&oomb Street N. w. 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mrs, Harrison& 

King's Crown Bot 1 
420 West 116th Street 
New York, New York 

March 18, 1955 

I hope to see you some time early next week but, in the meantime, I should 

like to explain to you~ situation and give you some additional material that 

you might look over. 

When I wrote the Letter to the Editor, which appeared in the Times and which 

Mr. Boehler sent on to you, I did not mean to do anything more than to utter a 

cry of anguish. I was rather overwbil.med by the response and somewhat put on 

the spot. Having appealed to others to do something, people expect now that I 

will do something, and I shall have to tryt or else prove that I can not do it. 

Enclosed you will find copies of answers which I received from Marshall 

MaoDuffie, Father John Cavanaugh, and Colin Clark, I have not yet heard from 

Colonel Faymonville and Stringfellow Barr. Prior to all this, I had a favorable 

response over the telephone from General Hug.h Bo Hester. 

I have the impression that there will be no insurmountable difficulty in 

finding first-class men who will make themselves available on a full-time basis; 

but there is considerable doubt in my mind that any of the large9 old, estab-

. lished Foundations would want to provide funds for such an unconventional 

approach, and I fear that no conventional approach could give the desired result. 

There should be no difficulty in finding a suitable University, or some other 

tax-exempt organization to accept the administration of fUnds, if funds can be 

obtained. 

I know, of course, that your Foundation is not yet in existenceJ yet I 

believe that something could perhaps be worked out if after disoussing this 

matter, you should come to the conclusion that this project ought to be supported . 
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In that case, I would probably want to see Dr. Lee after I vav you. 

According to the present schedule, I might be in Washington on Tuesd~ 

or Wednesday of next week, and will call you over the telephone in order to 

find out what tim~ would be most convenient to you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

Enclosures 



OFFICE OF THE DEAN SCHOOL O F SCIENCE 

October 18, 1956 

Professor Leo Szilard 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Professor Szilard 

CAMBRIDGE 39. MASSACHUSETTS 

I am writing you in regard to the 
qualifications of Professor Bernard T. Feld whose 
promotion to the rank of full professor is being 
recommended by the Physics Department for the 
coming year. 

I understand that you are familiar 
with the work that Professor Feld has done, and 
would be grateful if you would care to make a 
statement regarding your estimate of his ability, 
accomplishments, and future promise . 

We like to restrict the full 
professorship to Faculty members whose accomplishments 
both in research and teaching are outstanding, and 
vnll be greatly helped in our appraisal of this case 
by any comments you may care to make . 

GRH/ecg 

Very si;:erely your? ~ 

George 
Dean, 



Dr. George R. Tiarrison 
Dean, qchool of Science 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
C mbridge 39 , .Tassachusetts 

Dear Dr. Harrison: 

October 25, 1956 

Once befar>e I had written to you about Profes.sor Bernard 

T. Fcld at the time when he was about to be promoted to Associate 

Professor . I trust that you have that letter still in your files. 

Dr. Feld has in the past few years again a.emonstrated his 

ability to penetrate to the fundamentals of the problems involved in 

pi~~eson physics. He was one of the first to recognize that many of 

the experimental results in this field can be understo·od on the basis 

of general invariance considerations; i.e. considerations which have 

validity independent of any specific theoretical model. It is this 

kind of insight which raises l'eld above the level of those of his col­

leagues who merely turn tbe crank and grind out the results. 

Today the number of those physicists who are both theoreti­

cally firmly grounded and at the same time inclined to carry out ex-

perimen ts is small and their value is great. Felt belongs to this 

class, and has carried out several important experiments in photo­

meson production. He has early taken the lead and is keeping ahead in 

the field of ustrange particlett physics. 

Under the circumstances I have no doubt that Professor Feld 

is well qualified to serve as a full professor at your institution. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

m 





July 11, 1955 

r4r. ~allace K. Harrison 
45 Bodkefeller Plaza 
Iiew York, 
I~ew York 

Dear Mr. Harrison: 

Ralph Pomerance told me of hie telephone con-

versation with you end ~hat you might be in Washington 

in the course of this month. 

If ;you should get he:x>e I should like to see you 

and discuss vith y~A the undertaking which is ~~der 

consideration. 

You will find me at the Sheraton-Park Hotel. 

Very truly ~ours, 

IS:srr l-eo Szilard 



HEINZ HARTMANN, M. D. 
1150 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 

SACRAMENTO 2·6630 

May 5 , 1 96 1 

Dea r Le o , 

It was very k i n d o f y ou, to l et u s 
have the bookle t of e ssa y s o f whi ch on ly 
the ' Dolphins ' ha d been known t o u s s o 
f a r . You have i nvent e i there a s a t i r i c­
p r ophe t ic - di da ctic genus o f l i terature 
whose s t yle i ~ enti r e ly v our own ; ou r 
wor l d i s very rmc h in nee J of this inven­
t ion . 

Best wi she ~ anu gre etings 
to y ou b ot h , 

Al~~~\ 
Hein z Hartmann , M. D. 



Q<mlt 
--pc;;;rau 

l~,ermi / 
Szil1rd 
Bomi a 

TUBJ llARSt' • CIP~·,ICAL COJ1PA:N'Y 
1945 East 97 Street 

Cleveland, Ohio 

October 7, 1941 

Oolmnbia Universit 
Department of "Physics 
Uo 1 York City 

Attention: Dr . D. -. Uitchell 

GentlemGn: 

Replyinc 'to your l ottel"' of October 4th, tho best e;ro.de of Sodium 
uox•ido wh:tch 'le produce we call 11 Sodium Fluoride 95;~ , Purified". 

Price on ton l ots of thi s product packed in 200 1 b . barrels is 
12- 1/4¢' pel~ pound, i' . o . b . Cleveland, freieht allo ,to·d to Nevil' York 
City; terms: !Jet 30 <lays . 

Tho specifications under which this material is produced are as 
follows:-

Sodiura Fluoride -- ... -··- ----------­
:Iea.vy Metals as Lead----- .. ------ -
so3 --------------------------- --Phosphorous _____________ ... ___ ..... _ .... 

95 minimur.11 
. lOOJ~ maximum 
• 20,.J max.imu."ll 

• 005 maximum 

Most of' the production to meet the above specification runs 9'7% 
to 98~; N'a.F, but of course 95 ~ minimum is all that is guaranteed. 

'.rhis is the only pUI'o Sodium Fluoride ~rhich we produce, and t o 
set up to make a. different product would be extremely difficult 
under the rush of today' s business. 

As a matter of fact , beforo 1.ifO could supply a t on of the me.t~l~ial 
mentioned above, we would have to have a priority order to cover , 
·m.ich I assu..me you coulcl secure , since you state it i s for use in 
a National Defense ieaea.rch Project . Delivery on this basis could 
be made within ten days from receipt . 

RWChampion/hp 

Very truly yours. 

Tlm HA ~SHAlg C.d ' ~ICAL COMPANY 
(signed ) 



EMORY UNIVERSITY 
ATLANTA 22 , GEORGIA 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

Jan . 28 , 1962 

Dear J.eo , 

Of course we h<.ve followed the news 
of your doings and fortunes with great inter­
est , including your Harvard talk . 

I have been flourishing , both as 
philosopher and as ornithologist . Only a s 
citizen , facing the cold war , that is , the 
problem ( which you have so valiantly wrest aae. 
with) hqve I felt rather frustrated . Polanyi 
made an impression upon me, which partly deep­
ens the effect of ~our writings -- what do 
you thinkJ I wonder. -- and the recent Atlantic 
Monthly essay by WrJ..sKr;~.-u, F. ~.'1:/J..., reg.ds 
rather congincingly . Again I wonder how far 
you feel he and you are mutually supporting~ 

I think you are right ~ that we should 
try to focus and act . I hope to come to the 
point before much longer . 

One idea I got from 
and perhaps from you is that the dilemma , 
unilateral disarmament~ mutually agreed 
upon disarmament , is crude and avoidable . 
Unilateral ~teps cailiiliulated to elicit pre s sure 
from the whole ~~~\q ~ upon the other wi de , 
and if possib~~~~u~~cements to the ot he r 
side , to take lts own steps toward peace , 

· f ..-"'seems a more likely hope . :But then Polanyi 
~~· appears to be arguing skillfully against this t 

peecemeal approach . Or is he? 
Your time and energy is limited . 

'Nhether you wish to ansvrer this, or merely 
take in into account il it is of use, is 
the main thing , though of course I shall be 
eager to learn your opinion of thes e two 
other exponents) in some manner . 

It does seem that Kennedy is getting 
the country into a somewhat more imaginative 



and courage ous mood, so that real progress away 
from the arms race , which I am now convinced ( 
at le qst I've got that far) is at best a stop 
gap and cannot be the we.y to avoid destruction 
for very long , may be possible , say in his sec­
ond term. Tiut citizens c an always do something 
to prepare the way. Here I think you are right . 
I don ' t lmow why I was not more convinced :tkExx 
by the steps you proposed . 

mily will soon be married , and very 
wisely s o, in my opinion . I didn 't know she 
could manage it so well, to tell the truth. 
She ' s even better than I thought ! Fr om now on 
I 'll h 8ve no misgivings about hJr . 

Best wishes. I do Hope your 
health is still tole r able . 

Si n cerely, 



. !r . ; ~rbt:rt P.ar\ye:r 
127 ibdson Street 
HuckE.nsack1 'lew Jeroey 

Doar r • • rvey: 

Tho U;:,j_vord tv of Chioaeo 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
l•'ebrual,Y 22, 19).5 

lt was vers kind of you to '>tr:i.te me about my letter to 

the .~ow York Times, and I was also very much interested in the en-

closw:·e which you sent me. I believe as you do, that the Russian-

American conflict is pr:ir..arily a. power conflict and that the Russian 

doctrine of Co!II!"'lunism is a co paratively unimportant facet of the 

problem, and I agr~e l'd.th ou that many people in American believe 

the contrary. I think they are wrong, but the only wny to find out 

for sure is to see what kind of an over-all settlement Russia will 

find acceptable. 

~ith best \Yishas, 

Very truly yours, 

Leo Szilard 

LS;hw 



Herbert Horvelj 

Teaneck 6-0672 Real Estate 

February 10, 1955 

·, \ ~ 
L L 

Prof. Leo Szilard 
University of Chicago 

Chicago, Illinois 

My dear Prof. Szilard: 

12 7 H uJson Stt•eet 

Hackensack, N. 0. 

The enclosure is a copy of a letter I wrote 
several years ago to the editor of the New York Time~. 
It was not published. 

It is perhaps a small part of the sort of thing 
you had in mind in your letter recently published in 
the Times. I am, however, not the sort of person 
whose views command a premium. 

In discussing your letter with one or two other 
people whom I consider to be well informed, I was 
startled to discover that there is a much wider diversity 
of opinion on what constitutes the fundamental difficul­
ties in the world power situation - that is, after 
abstracting from the conventionalized attitudes - than 
I had previously suspected. For example, I had always 
supposed (and the enclosed letter shows it) that Russian 
doctrinary Communism would be generally considered as 
less threatening than that country's acquisitive expan­
sionism. Yet it turns out there is a considerable 
fraction of American opinion which believes the contrary. 

I hope and expect that your letter in the Times will 
turn out to be provocative. 

Very truly yours, 

Harvey 
~ 



Editor 
The New York Times 

New York, New York 

Dear Sir: 

c 0 p y 

May ~, 1951 

If I were making !aerican foreign policy, an offer would 
be •ade to Russia. In exchange for universal total disarmament 
for a period of 100 years, with unli•ited inspection, an inter­
national court and a world police force responsive not only to 
the court but to us and other signatory states as the means of 
assuring that the disarmament remained total, we would offer 
Russia a set of warm-water ports under her sovereignty with 
access by such corridors, grants of territory, waterways, natural 
or constructed and other means as the nations lying between would 
approTe, together with full American support for an agreed program 
creating such ports and such access. We would offer to share costs 
of necessary constructions, including building new ports if nec­
essary. There would, of course, be provision for supervised ron­
interference in internal political affairs all around, with a 
reciprocal agreement on propaganda (none either way, or complete 
freedom both ways, as Russia preferred.) Trade would be invited. 
We could afford this and more for real disarmament. 

If Russia accepted the offer - and she might come out as 
well this way as she could any other - we should haTe peace. If 
she refused, doubts concerning her real intentions, which no longer 
remain here, but do exist in the minds of millions of people else­
where, would be dispelled. Refusal by Russia would narrow inter­
pretation of her possible aims down to one - world conquest. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Herbert Harvey 



October 19. 1964 

Dear ltr.. Hasterlik & 

By chance I came into ao al ight 

oontaot • about a year ago • with aom people who are 

in-n>l ved in experimenting with a cancer tree.~nt 

which is in the process of being evaluated by e. repu­

table Dutch pharmaceutical firm., I do not klii.OW how 

this matter stands at present and whether any real 

olaim is being made. However • the treatment oonaiats 

mainly in feeding oert in vegetable produots and in 

certain oases in also injecting certain products and. 

I believe. any toxio effects have been carefully ruled 

out by now. So I do not see what harm could oome from 

making use of auoh a treatmant when there ia wry little 

else that one can do. It you wish to ge' re detailed 

information. you should write to Dr<> Lorin Sebrel 11 Chief 

of Research at the International Latex Company • Do"Yer 

Delaware. 

Dr., Sebrel went over to Holland!) maybe a year ag(). 'and 



2. 

'' \ 

waa auffioietl,- conTinaed to start treatment on his · wi~t •· 
who at that tilM was suttering from metastatio oanoere t A\ 

' 
am told that the disease has not progressed sino th& atart 

I~ 

ot the treatment. If' you write to Dl'~ Sebrel. you y say , \ 

that Mr. A. N,. Spe.nel bas suggested that you write • .Mr.,, Spalnel 

is chairman or the board ot the Corpontion and I have 
.. 

talked to him about the mtter. You might also mention my 
·-~ 

na.me if you wiah and it is not neoesaary to mention the name 

of the patient. 

It seems to me that the only hope lies in the suo-

cess of some treatmel'lt which is not yet tully evaluated and. 
~ 

it the treatment is abnple and h~ess. it should be tried 

it tor no other reason than tor the reason of' keeping up 

With best wislMJa. 

Sincerely. 

Leo Szilard 

PS. Have you contacted Sidney Farber? 

LS 



1155 E'tttt 57th Street 
Ch!c•go 37, Ill1uois 

May 19, 1948 

This is just to let you know tllot I have wri twn 

to Op'oen'heimer out1:!n1n~ your problem, Rnd 'J told hi 

th~t T ~ronosed to ~iscuss it with h~m on y n0xt viajt 

to htil').eeton, for whioh however ! Mve not, yet been able 

to set ~ date. 

Tt w. ~ 9 great pleasure to me,t you and vour brother 

the other ~ay. 

Very e1neerely yours, 

Leo Szilsnt 
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Mr • i Jack Hausman 
6 JJast 32nd St. 
New York, New York 

D.ear Mr. Hauaaana 

1155 E. 57th St. 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

May ~a, 1948 

I just had a letter from Oppenhei r, 'Which . 
)1 .: 

~Oes 'pot sound very enc!>'U"agi g, and which is enclosed tor 
I I 

your +,n o tion. Enclosed 1 leo a co~y of .r original 

. let~er to him which ·shou-:J.d enab.te you tu~l..Y L v., ~ ~ hio 

answer. 

When I go to Jew York next I should like to 

arran~ far you to aeet Oppenheimer, as it might be interest­

ing tor yw to hear him state his views on this oaP- antbc sub­

ject/ tD greater detail . 

LSaam 
Enc. s 

With best wishes, 

Very sincerely yours , 

Leo Ssilard 



HENRY H. HAUSNER 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 

OFFICE: 
NUCLEAR ENGINEERING 

PHYSICAL METALLURGY 

POWDER METALLURGY 

730 FIFTH AVENU E 

NEW YORK 19, N.Y. 

TEL. COLUMBUS 5-2010 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Room H-9 
New York Hospital 
525 E. 68th St. 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

December 7, 1959 

Trude told me about your illness. I am sorry to hear about it, and hope 
that you do not feel too uncomfortable. I really admire your energy 
to want to work under these circumstances, and Trude told me you would 
like to get a secretary for part-time work. I was told that fairly 
capable part-time secretaries could be obtained from 

Office Temporaries, Inc. 
55 w. 42nd St. (Tel: Worth 4-0100) 

and I would recommend that you or Trude call them and try out one of 
their secretarial applicants. 

If I can be of any help in furnishing books which you might need for 
the work, or anything else, please feel free to call on me; I will 
always be at your disposal. 

With best wishes and best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Henry H. Hausner 

HHH:hf 



Mr. Robert J. HnviJhurst 

llb5 East 57th Street 
Chicago ~7, Illinois 
July 141 19EO 

Ohairman, Committee on Human Develo,t,ment 
5835 Kimbark venue 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Bavighurst: 

I am ~Tiiinci t o you as a member of the SuLcommittee on 

Retire:ment Policy. Dr. Urey, at the last Council meeting, 

outlined the basic philosophy upon which, in his opinion, a 

satisfactory plan for retirement benefits ou6 ht to rest. I 

have attempted to show in the enclosed memorandum how such a 

pls.n could be i mplemented by describi% one possible set of 

provisions and by estimating the magnitude of the sums which 

would be involved. 

The purpose of the present letter is merely to gi ve you 

notice of t he existence of this plan El nd to put it into your 

hands s o that you might form an OJiinion concerning its merits. 

Sincere~ yours, 

Leo Szilard 



BROWNLEE HAYDON 

14227 Sunset Boulevard Pacific Palisades, California 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
c/o Dupont Plaza Hotel 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

November 12 1 1963 

I keep hearing it said that at the time of the Cuban crisis you flew 
to Europe I not because you had planned to go I not because the 
weather was nice in Switzerland I not for a lecture I but because you 
thought "this is it f" 

I would like not to believe this I but the story is persistent and at 
least one person claims to have heard you admit it. 

A simple "Yes 1 it is true" on this letter returned to me will satisfy 
(or "No 1 it's not truer") but a longer explanation would be appreciated. 

Sincerely I 

Brownlee Haydon 

BWH:mad 
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Dear Leo Szilard, 

Coach House Lodge , 
Lubtleigh, 

Devon. 

10th October, 1963. 

Your recent appearance in the B.B.C. programme Tonight 
s eeme d to convey t hat y ou believe, as I do, tha t the coming 
"satura tion balance" between the US and SU mu s t result in a 
deadlock in which either maj or Power will be liable to assume 
t hat t he other i s bluffing whenever a crisis point is re ach ed; 
and tha t such a situation uust lead the maj or ~owers eith er 
into increased risk-tal<::ing or into increas ed isola tion. 

Indeed, I would suggest tha t this s ituation is already 
wi t h us. I find it hard to be lieve t hat it was American 
nuclear superiority which forced Krushchev to back down in 
Cuba l as t autumn; and I accept Kennedy's warning tha t it was 
American conventional superiority on the spot which carried 
t he day . Krushchev had no option between all-out war and 
withdr -wal: Kennedy had intermediate options . I n Berlin, 
for example, t he boot i s on t he other foot. 

Arguing from t his, I would suggest t hat t he present mood 
towards a deten te i n \:,'ashington and No s cow i s a result of a 
recogni tion of the dangers of confronta tion, where both sides 
can a l mos t des troy t he other, and where, other t hings being 
equ al or le ss t han decisive, a trial of nerve- s trength may 
pu sh both s ide s i nto irremediable folly. Such a detente is 
naturally unwelcome in China and Western Europe, where it is 
fe ar ed t hat Russia and America will drift into isolation . 

ihe French, having fore s een this possib ility, have been 
building up a bee-s ting deterrent. I see t his as dangerous: 
( a ) because its c a t al ytic possibilities may drive America to 
contr act out of Europe before Eur ope i s t ab ilised, (b) for 
t he reason t hat what t he French may do t he Germans may copy, 
t hus provoking t he Rus s i ans to preempt, and (c) because such 
bee-sting deterrents may result in dangerous prolifera tion in 
par t ,_, of t he world h itherto outs ide the nuclear club. 

I agree with what I take to be your implication- tha t 
America ' s allie s will tend towards neutral i sm as the ~~erican 
umbrella i s folded. But I am anxious le s t t hi s neutralism 
should t ake t he form either of nuclear prolifera tion, or of a 
European Third Force, which you suc cintly argued against. 



- 2 -

'3ee- sting deterr en t :> have t h e ma.j or disadvc.ntage t hat 
t hey can only logically be used after dea.th. They are not 
likely to constitute a cr ed ible deterren t agains t invas ion, 
occupation or blockade. The nations t l1at adop t them are 
t hus licble to t he mos t danberous form of neutra.lity- one 
i n which t he maximum of provoc a tion i s combine d with the 
minimum of deterrence . 

As you will anprecia te, t he decision \.,rhether or not to 
adopt a bee- s ting postur e i s one t hat presently absorbs t h is 
country. 'J:lho se who favour t:~is course ar e not r eady to pay 
the pr ic e of real nuc l ear independence; t h ey will r ely on 
Polar i s missiles, bought from t he US, and ( ~s it seems to me) 
inevi t obly controlled from vrashing ton. I do not see h ow t h e 
US admi n i s tration can afford to provide Britain with missiles 
which, if used, would involve repr i sal s agai ns t the US, unless 
these mi se ile s are controlled f rom :asJLin; ton. Our defences 
are t herefore likely to be illusor y a '"'e ll c.s expens ive. 

:eanwhile there i s a real danger t he. t l~ATO will break up 
into it s cons tituent par t s ( a pr ocess which, i n any case, I 
regar d as i nevitable over the nexv 5-10 years) in the worst 
way poss ible . It i s surely essential t hat Americ a retains a 
monopoly, af~ far as poss ible, of nuclear control in t h e West, 
pending long-term policies for arms-control a.nd disa.rmament. 

I t t ink there is a gener al recognition in t n is country 
t.Lat our long-term survival dep ends on detens ionising tle 
Cold ·,.'ar and achieving controlled and bal anced di sar mar:.ent . 
Eow is t his , a lre ady so difficult, to be acitieved if half- a­
do zen nations are struggling for nuclear independence? 

Finally, may I ask y ou for furtht:r part iculars of your 
lobby for a saner nuclear po l icy in Washington? It seems to 
me t hat we need its equivE.~.lent in Europe, before lilllerica ' s 
allie s further com1Jlic a te an already over- complica ted issue. 

Yours sincerely, 

Terence Ieel2.s. 

I:ember of the Ins titute for Strategic Studies 



~ompl, Bar 8080. 
Room 6X.G . 

h:> . Felix lleio., 
24, Eton Avenue, 
London 1 . \; . 3 . 

Dear JU> . Heim, 

Strand Palace llotol, 
Strand , 
London w.c.2. 
19th July. 1934. 

I have met you sooe five years ngo at tho 
house of' Urs . Reyersbnch, :>ark Lane , \7hen I uns here 
on a short visit . I tried to get in touch uith 
Urs . Reyersbach, in order to ask to re-intrcru.ce 
me to you, but could not find her address in the 
telephone directory. As I roo not sure uhether She 
t7o' d d reinan bor me I thought 1 t better to make no 
further efforts to find her address~ and nrite to you 
direct. 

I should like to talk to you and a fe-r1 other 
persons, provided I can get hold of some of them between 
notT o.na the 15th September when I have to sail for 
llew York, on a rather romantic enterprise on ttihich I 
embarked and which arose out of corta.in recent develop-
ments in physics . ~ purpose is to get nn iL1pression of 
hat support, i.f any, I could expect to obtai n in this 

country for the necessary exporioents wnich could bo 
carried out in one of the Uni vo Psity institutes to a certain 
extent v1i th th(:) ordinary laborator-.f equipment _ and w':..ich 
could in a short time lead to a sort of industrial 
revolution, though it is not possible to foretell with 
certainty the outcomo or the proposed expar~ents . · 

I would approciate very .mch if you c ould kindly 
let me knou if I can soe you at some tl e convenient to 
you. 

Yours very t r uly, 

I .__. 



- --...., 
I 

Mr. Walter 0. Heinze 

Dear Mr. Heinze: 
/ 

- Q._ ,_ '--- ,_ -... -

I am ruwr .a:xfi.i.i~tim.x on full -t-:i:me a=t the Institute 

/{ - , " t: ~ ,--
shown on t"b:i;s· letterhead, but am ~, free

1 
i-h-myrac-t-±vita~ and, 

£ 
ly , v 

because of a general change in our employment contract, free to 
1;~ / 
.T / .,/ 

pursue -- within certain limits outside interests. ~or..di:ngly / 

I entered into a consulting arrangement with an electronics company 
,:/ 

in New York. I think I c m be useful to them by thinking up new 
/1. ~ ..-( 

/ -
products which they might manufacture and market. I was wondering 

whether I could not fulfil a similar function for your drug division. 

So that you may form an opinion of whether my ideas in general appear 

.,.'t- · I _ -~ ( /. / / t z £ 1 'T' 

- / I 

to come clc:s e enough to;...W~ you- might be interested ~ i.n t. to"-make- such 

an-arrangement app~ar premi~ng, I shall mention a few of these ideas 

below and would appreciate your reaction. 

appreciate learning not only whether any of these concrete ideas t.zz j-<r-
/-<':....:;,• ,_.<( ../ 

appeal to you but also whether ideas of this ~ype appeal to you 



. . . 

o. v 
Mr. Wal er/Heinze 

Dear Mr . Heinz tL 
../ 

I haver ecently accepted a consulting position with an 

e'lec-&.r.on_~s firm in New York (wh~der the new employment ,,...cs.wtfi.act 

of the Uni"?ers;i;tz _or Aag<J...i~ /no 'pe missible ). , Thj:Yme;,s that I 

shall be in New Yo;k '~t There _::~_,J<Wd"''[~ntative projects 

which I would like to take up-....wi.~ s~~,s rfirm who sells to drugstores 
'"><.' 

and which I will outline to you 111" th.·~·~·i,pllowi ng. In case y ou are in-
""'".rtl-.. .......___ ....... 

~ ~~ 

terested, perhaps we~·"c""~1-J.l•d" work out something"em-~:sulting basis 

with your C7""''a'~d, if not, perhaps you could suggeSt··,~ .. ~me other 

company ;yvJ:;r·6 might be interested. 

\ 
/,) Many years ago I thought that non-caloric soft drinks 

J 

must in ti.ne become a big bus ines s and suggested this to Lewis Rosen-

steil at Schenley. They d id not do it and in the meantime my prophecy 

came true. There are now a few excellent non-caloric soft drinks on the 

}'WI- ~... y( 'hk ~ ~ ~ 
market, ~-'8- ~lack ~asp berry and~ape 

) 
# . ..~-'-!'--

~· ~-
d b ~~~'-1 rna e y Gotts. I recently ~ 

"J·"- . 
recommended to the Quadrangle Club where I live that they sell these 

soft drinks, and they are going like hot cakes, from which I conclude 

that the s a les of these non-caloric soft drinks are still far from 

having reached their peak. A non-cal~ic cola type of drink, if it is 

really good , would probably be a big hit. Also , I am convinced that 



2. 

I am saying all this for t wo reasons; i.e. in order to 

demonstrate my ability to predict -- on accasion a few years ahead 

what product may have a market and also because a modification of 

this proposal might be of interest to you, which is as follows: 

I do not assume that you would want to go into selling 

bottled soft drinks. However, you might be interested in selling 

to drugstores a concentrate which, added to water or soda-water, 

would make a tasty and low-caloric soft drink. Such concentrates 

could be sold by the drugstores to customers for household use in 

plastic bottles, and I have invented a very simply and cheap 

gadget which can very easily be attached to such plastic bottles 

(a model is in the process of being made). By squeezing the bottle, 

the bottle will then dispense a measured amount of the concentrate. 

According to taste, the customer may squeeze the bottle once, twice, 

or three times into water or soda-water in order to prepare his 

favorite soft drink to taste. 

You shoudd note that if the concentrate contmns sugar 

it canno~ be prepared in s uch a high concentration as when the concen-

trate contains calcium succaryl T calcium saccharine in place of 
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sugar. Thus, mth a non-caloric conc e ntrate, even though it may 

contain sorbitol which renders it somewhat viscous a higher 

economy can b e achieved by buying the concentrate in place of a 

diluted soft drink that wuld be the case with sugar-containing con-

centrates. If you could sell such concentrates to drugstores and 

supermarkets, you might rather soon capture a new market which 

as far as I know has not yet been dented. 
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p tha~ th"s. is re~lly. ~u~ me&t. What I have in mind for you are 

..,1:(./ ,f,. 

} ) . Children are very fond of hard candy and are usually 

restricted in their eating of it by the parents because (a) sugar is 

bad for the teeth; (b) sugar spoils the appetite, and (c) so~e children 

are inclined to be overwei ght and must, therefore, not eat too much sugar . 

I believe that a good hard candy with an artificia l sweetener which does 

not spoil the teeth could be, if nationally advertised, a very big busi-

ness . By using a disaccharide base which E not split by the enzyme 

contained in saliva and not fermented by bacteria in the oral cavity 

no harm could be done t o the teeth. Some disaccharides would still 

spoil the appetite m d make you fat, and one could therefore think::i.=g 

a~out using higher molecular weight compounds which are resorbed in the 

intestines, md which are tasteless, hard , and about as soluble in water 

as sugar instead of such disaccharides . The right compound , no do ubt , 

c an be found just by a systematic survey of what is available , and 

some features may or may not be patentable . 

/. v. 
I can hear the arguments : "But f/tommy , the= te1evisien said 

that it does not spoil my teeth . " 

2 ) • 



2) There is a general problem in administerin r~ / 

oral drugs which has not been sufficiently developed. In this 

respect I am thinking of various applications but I wish first to 

explain the general thought in the case of the drug Isoniazide which 

is used again T.B. in conjunction w] th streptomycin and PAS. It 

is very important to maintain a high blood level of this drug in 

the patient but the blood level must not be too high because then 

there may be undesirable side-effects. The drug is very rapidly 

inactivated so that even if the pills are taken three times a day, 

the blood level has fa len to a small fraction of its initial value 

by the time the next pill is taken. Now there are various ways in 

which a drug can be given, either so that it is slowly absorbed 
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through the intestines or so that its absorption from the intes-

tines starts with a delay, or a combination of both. However, no 

really satisfactory and cheap method has been worked out to my 

knowledge, and furthermore the intestinal motility is very different 

in different indi vi€l.uals, and in many individuals the pill w ould go 

rather fast all the way through the int e:atines. I would like to 

give some thought to the first problem, and think that I might come 

up with a satisfactory solution. 

As to the second problem, It hink I know how it should 

be solved. I would make a combined pill c onsisti.ng of isoniazide m d 

atropine, scopolamine, or a related synthetic drug (i.e., a drug 

which inhibits structures inervat ed by post-ganglionic cholinergic 

nerves), having a slow release (or a combination of delayed releases 

with different delay amounts, resulting in a slow release) until such 

time as the drugs are fully absorbed,peristallic of the intestines 

will be slowed so that the active ingredients of the pill wi 11 be 

in toto absorbed before full intestinal peristallic is resumed. 

As an alternative, such a drug could also contain 

(with greatly delayed action a parasympathomimetic, 

) 



which would begin to be absorbed only after all the isoniazide is 

exhausted and w ou1d then restore the ineestinal parastaltic to 

its normal value by counteracting the effect of the action of the 

atropin-like compoaont of the pill. 

Now it is not my thought that you should enter the 

present isoniazide market, and the reason I am talking about 

isoniazide here -- in addition to illustrating the pr"inciple of the 

atropin-atropinized delayed action pill -- is the possibility of a 

very large new market which is based on the following principle: 

It is entirely consistent with our present knowledge and I have a 

strong hunch that it may, in fact, be so 

under-developed 
that isoniazide could be used in large quantitites in Nm«mrdBuBftmpsd 

countries, and also in certain countries in Europe where TB incidence 

is high, not as a cure but as a preventative agent. In this case 

it would be given alone without streptomycin and PAS to the entire 

population. If it were given in the form of atropinized delayed-

action pill it would have to be taken fer three or at most four 

days, one pill a day, and this would have to be repeated perhaps 

once every four months. Those who are not acutely ill and vho 
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have no cavities in the lungs would be kept f r ee from the disease 

as long as they are kept on this regimen. If, in addition, those 

who are acutely ill are clinically treated, within a few years TB 

incidence could drop to the vanishing point. While isoniazide is 

/resistant, bacilli may appear in those who are given this prophyllac-

tic treatment these bacilli will not be pathogenic and the person 

so treated 

if the isoniaz ide in the pills is high enough and no dis ease will 

ensure. 

Now from a business point of view this market i !wolves 

selling to the governments of foreign countries large quantities 

ofdelayed action atropinized pills containing isoniazide. It might 

also involve employing someone who would make a field test in some 

small TB infested country with the cooperation of the government 

of that country. 

3) The development of a good technique for making~ 

slow-acting pills might have another and rather important applica-

tiono The simplest way of reducing 
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INSE!\T 

The enclosed memorm. dum sets fa> th in greater detail the 

points which are listed below: 

1). It would nON be possible for you to manufacture 

and sell to drugstcr es, as well as to supermarkets, ro ncentrates 

of calorie-free soft drinks. These concentrates, if added in a 

measured quantity to soda water, would make a non-caloric drink 

of excellent quality which would be far ch aper than buying non:-

caloric drinks in bottled form. These extracts could be sold 

in disposable plastic bottles. I have invented a gadget which 

. can be stamped out of sheet-metal and v.h ich, if attached to the 

plastic bottle, would squeeze out the required dose of extract 

per se:uving. 

I have had a model made of this gadget. 

2) There is a need for a good way of giving drugs 

orally in a form which would guarantee sustained action of the 

drug as well as accurate dosage. One of the drugs where this need 

is perhaps greatest is isoniazide. I think I know how to solve 

this problem. 



2) continued 

If this problem is solved, the way is open to selling 

large quantities of such pills to foreign governments, not for the 

purpose of treating patients who are clinically ill but for the 

purpose of prophylaxis. Four pills taken every four months by the 

general population might be required and could over a . period of 

years lead to a rapid decrease in the incidence of TB. 

3) You might sell to drugstores and supermarkets 

a new kind of hard candy that may be recommended to children. 

This candy would be sweet but sugar-free and would not spoil tre 

teeth. 

4) You would sell to -drugstores a chewing gum con-

taining a certain drug that would keep appetite low and, therefore, 

automatically lead to weight reduction. Dexadrine, which is at 

present used for this purpose, is not really suitable both because 

of its side-effects and because it does not affect the appetite 

of quite a number of individuals. 

by affecting the post-ganglionic cholinergic nerves 



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 37 ·ILLINOIS 

INSTITUTE OF RADIOBIOLOGY AND BIOPHYSICS 

Mr. Walter 0. Heinze, President 
DOYar, Delaware 

Dear Wally: 

December 16, 1953 

Please accept as a token of my affection, a sample of my favorite Hungarian dish. 
Since I lmov you favor econoiD7, I took the large, economy size. 

It 1s prepared t.rom the liver of geese which are forcibly fed with corn. This is 
a form of Uo::JDun1st torture which must be viewed with contempt. It has been practiced 
tor centuries by Hungarian peasants and before the Co unists took over Hungary it 
vas condemned by them as an abuse of underpriviledged geese in favor of capitalist 
consttmers. 

Today the Co~ists absolve their conscience by overcharging for the product. 

I have asked Joe Carr and Milton Handler's Firm wether I could deduct the cost of 
this present in my income tax return form for 1953. After consulting for about an 
hour with me and with each other, they came up with the conclusion that if this 
present is given for a business purpose then it is doubtful whether the cost can be 
deducted but if it is not given for a business purpose then there is no doubt that 
it cannot be deducted. They assured me, however, that I could deduct the fee they 
are going to charge me for this legal advise and this is after all what matters -­
they say - since the cost of the present is negligible compared to their fee. 

I am assured by 111¥ Doctor that this product is not fattening -- excepte of course if 
you_ eat it -- but even then it is all right provided you fast for one day both prior 
and subsequent to the indulgence. · 

Instead of eating it, y-ou might however choose to take it along with you - for your 
protection -next time you go bear hunting to Alaska. Alaskan bears, I am reliably 
told, know the brand and will go after the goose liver rather than you if you give 
them a choice. 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

LS:sj Leo Szilard 



December 6. 1963 

Rt. Ron. Dennis Healey, M.P. 
House of Commons 
Westminster 
London 

Dear Mr. Healey: 

It was a great pleasure to see you about six weeks ago 

When I visited London. I h ve written down my thoughts on 

the subject that we discussed, as I said that I would, and 

I am enclosing an unedited roughtdraft of my manuaex-ipt. 

I shouldlappreciate any eomment which you;might care 

to make and should hold these, of eourse, in confidence. 

I am taking the liberty of sending you under separate 

dover a little book of social and political satire which 

might interest you. It has been 1elling very well in the 

United States and, surprisingly enough, it sold over 20,000 

copies in Germany since February of this year. 

With be-st wishes, 

Yourt sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
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os Don Bermin 

Freta: ranee H l.;."raon 

Groves V. The Sienti ta ( A n r I1.ternation l) 

C : .r.lexan' r, F'ue bringerJ hi li-. .. wson Taylor, verf, 1'\:imb U, o•Heill, 

Conov~n Schl~m , Sof'fer, ?nrdy U), llil:.~ f.) 

', 

In the lo - an tedious months of experae.nt and failure, researct. c.nd 

fin lly ultim t~ succ S' many frustrated !'toa;ic scientist d t.mnf.:•i his bo.::.- ., 

ajor G neral Lealie Groves. The Scientists thoul!)lt roves Irisusec his po er, 

a~lli d oecurity rule so severe they at times became senseless. Groves on th 

other h nE-ver '(Ui te understoo ~ the en .ho ~ere orking for him -- th ir it.ieas 

or their m ~ou· • 
. ~ .. • 

The fi~lt nae no co e into the open as s result of the stomic he rine 

befor Con rE.;s . '!ue scL tists are figl ting f'or ·hat they believ i~ their 

scieuti.tic fr· ac.o hile Uroves lives OL1 His ~ cu ity-bouna iliter 

recor·· of thi ,;:; fignt drl<l i e 1 t ~st iillplic tions ure to be found ~ ::ou~· n s 

clip id nee i ~ f rni:: .. ,; .._l;ter) co s i.rto 

t1 tory. 

But the b at contrast betwt-Jsn the mind_ of the Gen~rvl am: the Rcientist · 

c n be ill t> tl" te( by t~o bacK;;.: , •.... , · n"ervic ..: hl.c: .L 

Orov e s eCt.A.i~1 ,; - - obvio11~1~- as y u. Hil l. J f -- n t . holly f or tl.t=:. ;-.cor. 

l" 11 no , :r you tile • the tory JU~t the plllns ~or tht! < - :<:r l'll.:.1' 

onl tili:z.ed s 11 resul of "' ecuri ty bre k bJ t •• o cienti c:t for 

ry, o .. e :f'or the onhattan ~Jroj ct), I ca n , y thet • P. '· ,, - r 

w1::..1 bc:..c!.( e u..,... And I can tell · ou .hl?r t 1-.t a t or:> c e fror~ . " Gen..-ral Grov 

incli. . H5-.:; hu £· bulk f or .. er ~ . " 
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Havin,. aocert ined from my half-frightanen, half-faacinat a stare that 

I di 'n't, the Genera continued: uFirst let me call in Colonel Rouhoff • • • lle's ttn 

eminent scientist. Workerl for industry. Reall~ accomplished so111ething. n 

The Colonel cs.me in, and seated himsel f . He as a nervous !lil(;uPtoc.stiah 

in 'i vidual , ~hose vocabu..lary was largely limited to 'Yes Sir'. 

"itell , " continued Groves, in the tone of a judge pronounci.ng the first 

indictment, "Szilard w s born i n Hun~ry." 

A long ?U;l6t3o 

"You kno l\ he \\ouldn 1 t be allowed to serve in the proj ect i f · the .. -e'1d1ng 

le~islntion goes through. I n the last Mlr he served in the Gern&n Amy -- or 

r ther the .h.ustrif1n Army. An;r'J&y &fter the ~~.b.r he studiet. -- did_ ' t teach, or 

so to spee.~; ever earn his \\ a.y . J:.~st a ki.r1d of • . • 11 and he looked at the Colonel 

for corroboration (inu.-:ediately forthcoming) "research assistant. Went t o Germany. 

Did some tlore studying there -- lll.ways 1 th people, kind ·Of a.n e..ssistant you know. 

H left Germeny in lJ53 . I don ' t think becaus~ he \'<as Jev;ish, they hadn' t really 

done anything against the Jews yet . In thie country he ~as at Columbia, here 

and there, never teaching, never did anything renll;y you might ea.y but learn. 

Everywhere he v;ent fror, 'il<hat I hear he wu.a hard to work ~i th. Th~; kind o!"" man 

that <my employer v,o ld have fired as e. troublemaKer -- in the t:ays before th 

·ha..;;<ler Act . IJ 

The General grinned. 

But wasn 1• t Szilard one of the men l'·ho was primarily rcsponsHle for 

gettine the atomic project going? 

11Ye.s , as a matter of fact 1 might even go s o f r as to aa:7 that i:f' it 

hadn ' t been for Szilar, it would never have reache tbe President, ft replied Groves 

nd then &f ter ~~ther long pauae . "Only nUln with r...i.S brass ~oul\1 he.ve iJU h ed 

tbrc>u.gh to the President . Take tif$"Uer or Fer~~~i -- they 're no t J e~ish - they ' re 
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quiet, hy, modest, just interested i n 1 arning. 11 

Why then was Dr. Szilard kept on the ,?roject? 

"~ell, he was already on it, transferred from Colurobie out to Chicago 

when we cwae in on it. Frankly, tte woul " have l et him go except \fe didn.t t trust 

him looae ••• H made a lot of security brenks. Hothing important but he viole.ted 

securi t;)· a dozen t1me.a or more. Compton had a terrible tiMe vi th h i m. Sdlara 

hates him, thought he ought to be llet:.d himself. That 's why he hates Bush e11d 

Conant -- because they ch-ose Com1)ton. If it had been F'ermi -- a really brilliant 

men-- he wouldn't have minded. Oh, we 've hnd quite a time itith him-- he keeps 

the young men all stirred up. And I wouldn't have a bit of trouble with Wigner 

(and the frinceton people) or Chicago if it ~eren 1 t for Szilard. If there nere 

to be any villain of this piece I' d say it was Szilard. Wouldn't you Cnlonel? " 

The Colonel nodded a nervous yes. 

t~.By the V;ay I 1 d liKe the Colonel to tell you aoae thoughts he told lrle 

today. n 

The Colonel took up earnestly: "You take the young men, ordinarily they 

't"Ould h&ve been i n school two years longer. The}'' ve never done anything. They . 

sit around thinking up ~e.ys the school could be better run. They're smart, think 

they've dox~e something and kno~ &11 the answers. The oldet• ones - between 30 

and 40 - have aone feeling of responsibili t y, don 1 t think they ·lfuof• the answers. 

They are juat glaa they don't have the responsibility." 
· .. 

The General interrupted: "As a college president said to me e fe~ days 

ago, 'When boys are in college their first ambition is to be a. colle5e hero 

the football tee star. If the] . ca·n't do thttt they ant at least to be on the 

team. If they can• t at.ar in football they at leaet want to be an athlete. If 

they can• t manage that they want to shine in so e student acti-vity, editor of the 

college p$}.)61", student government, etc. Fifth tm.d last they 11ant to be good 
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stuaenta1 That' a why it's so bard for industry to get good men -- the really 

gootl men e.reo1 t spending their time in the laboratory . Sure the ones r.ho are 

m y be good but they're not the cream. Take me, for example, I never had 

lnboratory in m:r first ye&r . Fixed it that "l!iay, so nothing would interferP. with 

the tepJrig court .' " 

The General passed on to a iacusaion of scientists. 

"After all there are only a fe'' really very excellent men in the country . 

Sc-:; about <o. ha f dozen. .ext coi:te the e:x.cell.ent, then tne very good , then the 

fir3t raters . Th t 1 s the way I rate them . They're not practical. S~ilarcl, 

for exrunple, wanted the scientists to manage the constructi n. Said they -.oulri 

h ve gotten it done sooner. lfell, I think Rouhoff nere can tell you what trouble 

·e hsd and i f you had a bunch of impractical scientists »Rouhoff quickly smiled 

assent. 

11Now take Oppenheimer. He•s a g&~ius . A real ~enius . While Lawrence 

is v ry bri~5ht he iG not r. t$en1us, ju.at e good. hard ~or' er. ·hy Opp&..nheimer 

knows about everything h can tal.\\'. to you about anything you bring up . r.en , 

not ex'iictly, I ~-uess there a.re s. .e\< things he uoean ' t know about . He doesn ' t 

kno anything about sports . 

110ppenheimer was reddish- pink in hie youth . B t ~~c just cleared him . 

J:hy J with soae o!: these top men, y~.m just had to say ' they' re cleared ' or they 

couldn ' t ha~.re trorked on the proj ect after the Arm;y, the FBI, etc. had shol:n up 

a bad back6l'ound. I just had to aa.y -- a.ftar sll it \l.'&S rnrtime - they're cleared . 

Of course, in peacetime you Touldn' t nnve loose talkers, men '!\hose loyalty or 

integrity col.lld be questioned working fo.r you. For example, :·ou don • t wan t s. man 

who is heavily in debt. ff"e ran into. a lot of trouble in one case. After all &. 

man heavily in debt is more tempting to tin enemy aient.~ 

Ho. many cases of violation do you think there really were? 
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" ell, just ay for tile record that there were netoun ingly fe ·• fter 

all it.h 593,000 emJ)loyeee ••• If tilis "Were a country like erm ny I shoul1i eay 

there were a nozen we should 1ave shot right off . And another dozen we could 

have> shot for suspicion ()r carele sness." 

But there \\ere no l)rosecutions under the Espionage Jtct? 

"As I tol the c ahon Cor.u...ittec in executive ses:Jion, you can't ~ t · 

& conviction unuer the Espionage Act ••• Gus~icion of carelessness,' Th Gen~ral 

snorted in obvlo s ~1s&ust. 

eren' t ther some French scientists \·ho are now back in Frnnce e ployeo 

on the project? 

"That Vi s out of inY control. They ere on the CanE-dian 1Jroject. Yes, 

they're back in Frence -- but t..~ey' re not TtortCing on t..he atomic progro • Any o.y 

they don't know t e secrets." 

Co ldn' t they p es fllo;)g .c1 t mo leage the, have? 

"Yes, to our ~re ~ ally, Ruosi~. You've heard about the big Comouniet 

psrty in france? I read the Coomunist Party in Frnnce ie Jieco·~ected with 

he B.ussi&na but I notice they 0 0 to osco. &.11 the ti e." 

Do you think the F'rench can aevelop a progrtu:l? 

"Eventually, ll the aecrets ill be out, (&nd then with li tle earcrs ) . 

No ooubt e'll maK them a 1 lo&, 1 of them. I~ the CongrePe says go ~~ ad, ~e'll 

ao as we're told . out as I said three .€eke ago in the 1 st ~our weeks mor 

secrets have bee1 lost tne.n in all the ,:.receuing titae. l hat kin of c. thln,; is 

an executive s asion with eleven co •. mittee mellibers and two nttaches? 11 

Do ;. ou kno ~ by Bohr and Joliot ere refused vieas? 

11I don 't knot'! anything about it. I tolt. one of the scientists ana I'm 

glad to say another corroborate it, "If Bohr ants to coee here it' a ll right 

·d t.h me." I have never spoken to the State De)s.rtment about it. Don't kn~ 
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~nything about oiiot. As I w1der.tand it he ~as co in& over for s Red Cross 

dinr.er or ,·om.ething b t the eather set n ano his plane didn 1 t teke or f" rom 

• ft a. 

Did com~&rt&entalization of kno ledbe lo~ up the work? 

"It ·.-t:.s the only 'lay to get the thing done. Otherdse they (the 

scientists) ~oul·· h ve SJent 11 thei-:- ti e tulking ••• This ··a:' e m a thel!l 

:ork. Oh, a cou; ... e- of times e let ... .}Cople kno that .as .soing on and it 

ever pro 1. · i~ferf!r: '!.de a - ~. o 

doing thln~s. Once he.1 ;eople- s if O~penltis\ler \',asn ' t doing n -~ood job Y.e took 

Co pton and Conant, etc. out to Los Alamos and let the see . h t w~a boing on. 

·.e ciicin 't get e thin-s out of it, constr·1ctively." 

Colonel Rouhoff timidly cleared hie throat: "But, Sir, .ouldn 1 t 

you say that there •as sone lo. s due to cotn~..>s.rt entali~ation b•.1t the overall 

was b net gain?" 

The Ge1.eral (tUickl., asreedl "The overall net f.t:S v ry much le.rger. 

After all ~e dopted the policy so that nobod.- coulG 60 t..r.ny fro!' the project 

•1 th full j~no led ·e. Onl;' one perso . ;rno s everything. n Groves emiledl "A.s 

I once put lt, I '65 mo.e interested in accom.lish~ent th n l~arnin~." 

Do )O~ regret ~ublicntiorr of the myt re ort? 

"tlot at &ll. It doesn 't tell 6n;:t,•thinr;.. s a first rate Eri tish scientist 

told me: "'fne first tit:e I re d I thoug.~t I kne' everything, the second ti e I 

asn't so sure, the third time, I re&lized it didn't tell at all." It es ~ritten 

carefu ly along certain ... lrinciples decided by · e t.fter COJ1aul tation not · th the 

Greys, etc. but i th the really top _. eople. '1l e~ :e K<l it , ri ttcn ... n;; sh red 

eecb section to the t»erson concerned - Com ·Jtou, Szilard, etc. But "1e didn't 

sho1rr a.nyt.hin other tban their o n section -- otherwise Jre oulu h ve e terrible 

debate over eech an's conclnaions. And then (ij & triumphent toice) e hf1d e9ch 
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on eign a statement a&ying he hn reari it. Yo'l ,_Jrobably noticed the Tolman 

report declaring the Smyth revort the first rational atep to be taken." 

(See earlier cience research for O;penheimer bock~round on this). 

Do you thinK co partmentalization ill hinder future- development 

of atomic w &pons? 

BNonsense. \".e 1 re orking right along. Of course v. e1 re h ving trottble 

keeping tile scientists. Stories ll. e the one you published or htnring an ef'"'ect. 

' e ~cieutist. .left, !irs rE>tr:> on ! r r'ir"Jct c ~tr ~ . ction oi" hin e rlier 

statement) "cion 1 t like reariin& descriptions of themsel\Tes aa seco r.d rate. 

Esyeci ly their wives. ~1t it ' s not policy thet 1s botherin th m. It's the 

unc rtainty of their o n futurea. 

"THey'd a lot ruther have e because they kno , ho I .feel about 

s&laries -- you should 11 ~: r.ta.tever yotl .have t.o get the men you v.ant -- than 

eom · vague director they i\:IW. nothinJ about. It's not so bad with the • oung 

en. 

•Du; ont used to ~a) their Phcts ~1000 b mo~tn -- c~f they ~ere the 

crewa anti v,;e psla a cou1)le of hundred. Bu,t the better men have been getting 

800 a year and e.s lo. g e I can 1\e1 '1 .-,eep m1 _.Jaying that. It 

Conld yoa clarify .·our pointe ()f agrE<ement and disagreenent i th the 

Me ahon bill? 

ni:ell, I leave after the firet line ano come in egoin at the lt\ ;;t. 

Sure, free e.xch{mge of rese&rcl:! "'oul adva..>Jce our Knowledge. B.1t •~hnt ' s tr< 

use of helpin6 )ourself to go 

go a lot f ster? 

little fe.ster ~hen you half everybody .l:Je to 

•Me ahon was just plain <:lirty in his lest uestion. I just iled, 

thinKing, 'Aren 't you a fool?' He implieo Juat bee se I was a first lieutenant · 

for fifteen years anybody cottld uo the job. ~ell , the lau[!h's on hirl. BebE>en 
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31 and ~5 I s in ( eveloprnent work ond I'm not loo~ing for anythii g. ~eople 

sa~ I nt to ..<eep on with the job. BJt befors th Hr company nted e to 

sign on for post ar ~orJt. But I didn 't thin.' I ought to. As I told frienl , 

if I Keep on with this !:1 five :;e rs I'll heve no health, I'll hove no money, 

1'11 have no reputation. 

" · idea of a n to~ .. ic co·· issio ~ ~o ·:!., be a col..'lmission of fo,.lr rm r,d 

Ncv:r me bers, t o scientists, busine ::l smen, engi cers, n o one _a yf!'r stat e, n 

-- liKe r.e ... Douglas. The:t - ho:• I e ;\ rt-t1-::f' A m n lik Conant 

oulan 1 t le ve Harvard for a term tmbject to tile 1>leasure of the presi c!ent. The 

ad ini tr tor abo ld not b an old e&n 

years to get on to the thing and af"t.el" thrre more he ' ( I be too old. You no 

Lo ~ t is to no bu iness 1Y1 th old m n. To t fool »c • on thitl.l'S serving on the 

commi .·sion o · h i be lixe bein on the Supr e Court. .&.n o. that "ecring a uniform 

shouw ai8l uc.lify anyo .. e fro~a any 1,os1 tion of' trust -- incidentally, ;-o•J might 

ant to ~·rite th t he na never orn :miforu himself. 

n.Lio you kno who wrote the Mcl!ahon bill? I COllldn' t a ear to 1 t but 

I' 11 b t it was ;}zilard. !t' s ba.U~ drafted 'bJ' somebod;r "ho kno~s nothirg at-out 

it but yet h s le~Ssl knowleoge. 

111iol't }OU c n ' t quote me o; . a..r1~· of the scientists. It's ron~ t~ cull 

this :fijSht b t'Ac n roves d the scientists. I kno whet so peo,)le are 

eayin .. but I won 't thro'lt aud. I say this 1UlS team vnd no m t ~ r he I get 

bettered I on 1 t talk about an body. Do Jou xno · why? Likes s .uirrel revolving 

ildl~ in a cage. Of course, oat of his ia.eas are baa, but he has so many •• • 

You 4nO no fir wants him for s consultant. fh~ he's the kind of guy th t 

dviSPS c com~ ny one ay and after they' re i:lalf a~· throu.gh th t, says, " o, 

let's try this ~ay .M Of course, ~isn't payin~ the bills! 

"Ana I ' m not prej~(iced. I don't liK certain J a and I on•• like 
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oert in ~ell-mown cheraeteristics of theirs but I'm not prejudic u. B: +he 

y, i Jou ' d U.ce .me t.o re8d ;~our story I'd be glad t-? do it. I don't care 
,, 

·ha.t ,ou say - I'll just 1.'<>int out hov. thinf!JS should be s&id d~frerently. A 

ot of these tbin&a are delle!ite, yo11 have to 'be careful bo·w you taU. about 

them. Our gallant n.lliP?s, for exar;!!ple. (agaiu the sarcasm). 
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ch ' l 46 

Xo: Jaermingham 

Fro;l!U J'r~Jule,s flenderaoo 

Ciro-v&s V. T':ae Seientl.atG {NA arul .lnternat.1on~) 

oo, .U~er,_ Fuerb:ring'$1", f*Uli:.c.son ~lor, Cert, l.i.mball, otle.Ul1 Can~ 

Sehlamm1 Softer• ?u.rdy (3) (..uitaby (5) 

!a tt~ long and ted.i®21 Mtm·trus or uperJ.ment. sad r~e, reaea'~>ch and 

finUly ultimite 5U®esa mem: a. .frustrated atomic so:i.u:tist ~ed hie boaa1 JS.aj,ar 

Oeaer~ Leslie Grove5. The Scientists tllought Q&ooveS" mi~ hia power • ~ 

.security nde so $avera the; Qii. t, times b~ sense.lesa.. Groves on the oth.er htmd. 

118Ve!" £1uit& tmdertrtood the men ~ were working tor hist--theh" idw.s or their ~oda. 

!he tight he.a n$• come ifltQ the open as a reJIIUlt ~ the atome hearings be­

tore Gongre:u,. the ooienti.ris ue fight1ng tor wb!llt. they believe 1.t th&i.r scientific 

~ while Grove$ lives on .h.1.$ se.cul'i t)'-bouni mill tary world. !he reeard or t.his 

fight. and its latest implice.tiou ue to be found J.n yow nen ellps. !hie «etHc' e 

item ( _ Meh ~- ia t'u:r:nished later) eome.s into the story .. 

Bu:h the beo:t eontraat, b.otwaem thfl. minds ot the Gmerfd and. tbe Scientis-ts 

can be illut~.rated b7 two baek~ interviews Whi.ah 1 bad toaa,.. First here 1a 

Groves epeakl.i;.g -- ob-viou&l:y as you nll see - aot. .wlwl~ for: the r · cord. 

"Well n.o•,_ 11' you mean the story that the: plans for th U-215 plent- .._.. 

only ut.ill:.ed as a result. of a security b.reak by t.wo :utientiats (ee wm-Jd.ng tor 

the Ba.VJ, one .for the lenbat.ten ~-ojeet.,) 1 cen aa,y thAt is untrue. Oppenheimer 

wiU bt1.ck .me UJI"• A'wl I em telJ. 1m1 where 'that ato17 e~ frora.• Gn.eral f.b-o'ns 

ineliaed ilia ~e bulk forlftU"&. 9ro:m lr. Szil..utl. DQ. you know hie baekgrowuif• 

&V'.tng ascertained from. Jf3 half-frightened, half-faecinated stare that I 

didu•t, the Geaeral continued: "T!rst .l t me call in Colonel ~uhotf .... Be' s ~ emi­

nent ac1ut1st... larked for :industry.. Reallzr a~hed so:aething.• 



The Colou£1 owa.e in, t.m.d sotated himself.. lie was a l:lervou · iU.lqu:eto~etiflb 

indl. vidual, noaa voc®ulary waa .largely llmi te4 to •I • Sir• .. 

•w.u, a eo:1t1nued \irove 1 in tile tone of a Judge pronouncing the firat. 

it.ldic tzooA t., •·.szilard. fts born in f!ung>U'f.! 

!I~ know he lofcmlda0 t ltle lll.llow-64 'I'A .awve in tile project it the ~din& 

ls · &la:U.et:L ~'SS throu8}1. In th.e l.Ut ~ he served 1n the Ge~ Al·:etY - - or r~.~Lther 

the !ustr.iJ:.a'l Ar1ff1.. •yuq after tllfi t;ar he stwU.ed ..,_ dida1t te~ch, or so to speak 

ver e.:Jrn his ay. J-u.at a kind o~ u. • .a."ld he looked at tbe Colonel for oorrober~tion 

(~diat;e.q fol~themiling) •t'oseu--ch aeti•tant--. lent to rlwia~&Uy. Vid some more study­

ing t-h.we - al:vra.ys •it:tt pe;fiJ!'}l.e, kind. oi' a#l 63sistatl.t )"{iU knofi. Be left Gernumy in 

~95~.. I don l t tb.iak b ee&llse he ~ J e•iaa, they ha.tln·' t really c!too..e ~ against 

the J-. yet.. . In tbi:s count.r-y h.'6' was at Ool~u. here aad there, never teadling, 

never did aythiag really you might 8AY. but learn.. Evel"J1fhe7e he went trOJJl '~~bat. I 

hear he w..1s hard tc ~ork 'With. n.e kind of: man tll4 t ay emploTa" wculd ha: tlre4 aa 

a troublemaker - in the de:ys bi'11"'ore the Wagner Act. tt 

The ·General grinned. 

~ut wa..._1 t $zi.lard oae of' th$ men who fUUi primarily re-.s'po.r.ud.bl.e £or ~~tUns 

the awmc praject going? 

lf!e-:;1 as a matter at taet 1 might evea:~ go so fer ~ to say that 1! it hadn't 

been far ~d, it would neftl" have reached tbe Pr eident,• replied Groves and the 

af'tet" another long pause. "Only e. mJi1l With hi.s brau woul4 have push through te the 

fr$s14en~ l'ake l.i$11er or Fermi - thEJcylre- nGt Jetri,sb -they•-~ quiet, say, J:li:04eat, 

jW>t interested in l.eal"llillg. • 

ill¥ \f:um was Dr. 5.z.il.a.:ed kept {)ll the pr<>J act? 

ltfleU, he was already oo it, tra:ns-ferrcd from Co~bh. out to ihlca.go when 

we came 1n on it. Frankly, we 110uld have let 1l1.ni go except we didn't trust him loo e •• 



-3-

He a lot of curity or "' • · othing important but b vio.l ted e-eurit;y a dozea 

s r more. Co ;pton ·d a terrible • zU , thou t 

COJ:J.pton. U 1 t. had been rmi - re&l.l;v brUllan t llW1 - • 

d th him - h kae. the 70UI1g :en ell ati.J'rl 

Chi if it rer t t for S"'i~ If there ~·· to be vUl in of tbi pi • 

"By th oy J:' Uke the Oolonel to tell you though he told today.• 

Colonel took up arn stlyt •tou take the 10\IDC , ordinarily theJ 

l two y vs longer. ~· ve n• 

don GOlnething and .\mow all tb 

.fulin& o£ re ponsibUity, 

swers. !he o~der on .., - b twe n o::o end 40- have ' 

they don t t have the respon$1b.tllty • 

The Gener ~ 1l'l t.ernlptedf • As college sidon t said to 

, - en oy are in college their first Qllib1ti.cm i.a to be a college hero - the 

• 

for indu try to get good men-

i:a in tb 1 or~toz'7. Sur the ones •bo ~e :y be good but they•re not the creaa .. 

Take · , for example, I never had a lmore.tory in my first year~ lad it 

ao nothing would interf~ with the tenni• courtu. 

to a discusaion of' c1entiata. 



-4-

"After all ther ·G:re cnly a few really very excellent men in th ceuut.ry. 

SfiY cl.lout n ?.till dcum.. N.:;xt come the exoelleiat., t.hen the very good, then the 

i"is"at rn~.. Tt~a;tt s th-e ii.aJ I r :ate them. Tbey1 re 11ot pr,s.cti,cal. Szilard, · tar 

example• ~Dmted the seiet.atJ.at@ to "'&Ut.ge: the cot.u:rtructJ.on. StJ.4 't.hoy would .b.ave 

go-tten 1Jtt don$ SOMer.. iiell,. I ti:U.nk ltoW10f'£ ~~ CM1 tell you w:h&"t ~le· lfG h&d 

and it you had a. bunch ot ~ae'ti~ ecientiets a.&ui~tt GUicl:l)' ealled a.asent. 

"llsw ~ Op~ime!·.. Rei :1 l!i genius.. A real geniu-s. While l.a~-cie 

is very bright he .U not a genius, jwrt a. good hard worker. Mq Oppenheimer knows 

aboo.t (bVeryth.tng 1m can t&.lk to you about ~thing f® bring up.. W-eU, not ~tl¥, l 

gJoe.s~ t.b.ern ~~.a a Eew: tbin&$ be dceau•t lm0-w about. 1m doesn•t mow an~ about eJ»rtB. 

•Qppooheim~n~ m t$ re&iieh-p.Utk in hi.s youth.. But.. we just clearQd h!i!. il.hy, :ith 

so~ t:4 ~se top ~, yw juet had to sq"they1-re cleared* or tlle;y eou.J.dn't have -worked 

an ~ pTojeet aft.e the. Army, the DI, •to• had shotm up a. ban backgrouud. l Ju.st hlll4 

til' it;B.JI - after flll it ttae wart.ime - tb&,yf'r'e clearetl.. Ot C®l"ae, 1n peae:et.ime 70U 

weuldn' t ll&:ve- l.o'Qoo t&lker:s, men whose loyal:t)' or integrity could be qu9at.ioued nrk1ug 

for you.. .rw ~..JaPle, you don*t. want a li".An •.® 1£'1 »&~"'ily ill deb:~. We .r~ iuto. let 

et tro-.ubl.a ia one caat~t,. A.f"Wr all a m. b-eavUy in. debt is 1~ teepting to au ·Emeli7 

~t.• 

Bow many . ~s o:i: violation do yeu think there ~ were? 

ulell, just sq ftW th$ record that tr:tera Wttl'G f.l&t.oundingl.y few. After ill 

nth ~s.z,ooa emplo,1ees ..... I1· tbi$ ~ a co:untJ-y lm Qerwmy I should ay thel"e the-e a 

d.Uten ~- l!liaa'~ n:·· ve shot right o:tf ... . ~ ~thw dozen tfa could hevf;l shot for sus.oie!on 

or <lU'&leBanef.la~u 

But tt.tere were no proGeeuUons under the Espion<1ge kt'1 

u:4a I told the MC!anon Committ4e in e:x~cutive se•sion, you ee.n•t get a eonv.ietion 

under the Espiona.ge Act. ... Bttspieion of eJU."eles.anesa,• l'lle Gen.eral snorted in obvious 

dUgust.. 
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1. •7twt wa& 4:v.t o! '163 cont..rol. 'l'hfi',Y •ere on the trm&di.o.n proJect. Ye61 

they• re beck in h-unee - but they're not •orldag. on the atomic progrow. .Anyway they 

til 't know the $&Wets." 

eoUi.du• t th03" pt;.sa along what. knowl.edge they h!:.i.ft? 

u.leu, to our g.r~~t al1y, iiua&.l.a. lou' ve he~:i.l"d about. the big Coaun.i.et party 

1n France? 1 read \b.~ ~at. P&rty in .Fran1J - le disconnected td,th the Rua i.au but 

I n..:; tiee they "'O to Moll.loow all the &e. ·* 

.1)o. you ~ time french em dtwelep a p.rogr.utf 

•i•'Nlltually, <-'ll the Geerets will be ou"t<, (fla.d \hen with little t!m'C8Bl"'...). 

Ro d.oobt wo"ll ~te tnru:1 ~ 11o~* ~i th:&a. U tone Congress says go ahea.d, ·e•u eo 

tza n'&'re tolci. But as .I $.aid t.i:'d'Q.e weak;:~ t~&o ill th.e .laet tour •eeks aore secrets ba \t 

be-en 1ost thtm in all. the p.~eding t~ What kind o£ a thing is e executive nssion 

trith ele'Hn c~l:Wll.i ·ttee meti.l:!er$ ami tao .at.tf1Che.d 8 

Do yoa know Why BMlz' end Jollo·t were retuso'd Vi.,an.a? 

•I don't. lmow anything ahout it. I told one of the IJOd.«ltiate ed J.*la glad to 

say a:no~ner corroborated 1.~ tttt bohr lm:ntB to eome here itte all right wi-th • l ha.w 

a ver $poken to w S~ te ~tmen~ &bout u.. Dt.>n' t know an;yt-h!ug about. JoUot. Ia I 

UJJder-stad it he was ~g over f1Jr a Red Gross ~ or so.methiJl€ but tbe'fett~ ~-et 

m a.tld hi& rilaae dUn* t tak& o£'f f:rom England. n 

nid ®mpartln&ntnliaat.ian of k:aowle4p slow up tbe work? 

tftt was the onl7 'fl1!J:3 to get tb& thing done. -Otl'lerwt.se they (the aci-entiste) 

.vould ha-v-e s~t all their tla$ t,al.lcl.Ag ••.• fh~ way we ll!ade thoa W€1rk. Oh., a aoupl.e of 

times w.e let pe0ple )lw.- ~hat w~~ going OR - m.u'l it. never produced anything usef'ul. 

Z'n&y always had · Gif!eren.t idea tor a wt~..~ o£ ®ins; t~s. Once ~en people esJ.d 

Qp~ime>r wasn• t do1t1g -'\ gfllod jab we wo-k Compton md CQn.ant,• etc. out to Los Al.amoa 

cind let the~ ~ v.b.a:t tms ~ing on. We dian' t get a tning out of it, construetivel:J. • 

Co:lonel ~lho.f£ tUddly olee.red hie throatt ttBut, Sir 1 ffOU.l<ln • t ;you eay that 

there was $IH lose d.ue to- ccmpartmentalizstitm but the overall was e net gem?• 

The Genual q_uicltly agreed l 11!he overall ne-t waa very mueh larger. A£ter .U 
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t.he lle)" s ttu t obody co proJ ct wit .full owle &•· 
~·5 er:rt ~ • . ut it, in r• 

in co t. -~ ~Ul leu-fling. 

Do you gret .. - llc·-tion of t th n t.? 

11k'ot at all. It doesn't tell ~thing. & fir t ra .&.ri scieut t told. 

t tl-f'n& .til" t tlm I .re .... d I thought I kne · ev ryt.hing, second t.tm.e I a • t 10 ·ure, 

third ~ l 1: lzed it didn' e tall at ell.n It ~~~aa written eare!'ull) alon oertain 

prlncipl d .id by ® t • con l.iltat.ion not wit,h the Urqs, etc. but with the ra.l.J¥ 

top peo ~~ • 't'.a rn 114<! it writt n liJl tiliot1 aoh ~eetion to the per 

Co pton, S~ilar • etc. .6ut didn't snow anything tb&r t.h..:iz their o 

concerned­

section --

oth se we !!OUld b ve A t. ri'ble deb,!te over ch r.;wn: s conc1u5~- on·. d then (in a 

trium. .. hant !.> ) we hau eech on~ ai.en a s ate:uent saying n~ had read it. lou prob .... b4 

n~>t.iced e 'tol.lnGn r po-rt d cla.rinti t.'le ~yth report tho f'iret r ;;; tional step to be wa. • 

(~ee ll ~itS:ICC re.~ch for Op, i:uer baekground gn thia). 

Do you t.h co 08.rt:::lentalizat.lon wi.ll hinder future dev; lo ent. of atomic eapca 

"'onaer.u'i&. etre world.u.g right uo.n.g.. 0! eoo.rs re lw.Ving trouble bepin 

_ ........ tists. '"'t.oi"ies like th one you publlllh nre b.a en r:r ct. 'lne ciJ Ust.a 

left al.l !'iJ:'at r-"te 201M (in direet contradiction of his earlier 4S'ta. ment.J •aon't like 

:r di.n.g descri t.iona or th . elve 'li:l! ::second r t&. specially tbtUr wives.. But it's 

not policy that's botl1ering t he • It's tile uncertainty of the own futuroa. 

tttzheyld L'l. lot l" tber bav e because ~ know ho. r fe 1 :ibottt salar1.es -

you s iUld pay whatever y® "'Ve to g t the mon you unt t~ me vague dir o.tor they 

k:no nothing abou..... lt1 a n &) b - it.h the ;young m • 

bill? 

•Dupont us to _- their P 1000 <-- th - liDd they ere th cr 

couple o.f .mdred.. liut th b ;ter meu l v be gettin0 · 000 ye 

I ca.n we•U · eep on pey·ing that. tJ 

Could yo cl rity yollr ~ints or s. eement d duagr 

d 
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llt tel" the fir t e c e t th 1 st. 

fr ot c our kno ledge. lpiag 

y01 taster h you help everyboc.'iy to o a lot !11. t.er'l 

e just pla.in dirty 1n his 1 at que Uon. I j t smi_ t.hinking, 

• en• t yoCJ a tool?' plied just cau I lii4 ... iret li uten~t for fit a 

&lJ'bo could do the Job. 11, the o 1 h • Bet 51 d uS l wt~.B 1n ftlop-

t k It not looktng for anytbin- .. Pao le srq I "' t to k ep ·an lfit.h the j • 

ut b fore t o y wan~d . t.u 4\i em for po t.w work.. ijut I an• t think 

I ou t.?.. .t\.e I to1 friend, 1! I keep 1n .five year I'll ve no 

he th., 1'11 h.:::v: no o"''.ey, I'll .i1 ve no reput t.1.on. 

It! i or un ato.· e com:-:~1. A.sion uld be a ion of four .. d IAV7 

e. er , • o ~ienti""'t .... , b .;.in s.tt 1 engin cr~, aod ane 1 -lik Lew 

Doug: -• Th y ho-ulcl b part-t.ini m.omher!':>. man like C\.tn~t v.ard tor 

a ~ uu ~ ct to he t l r.oeur o£ the pr eid.ent. The administrator should ol 

un - liar hall. I+: would .N.ke ~ two y e to get on tc the thin~ · d r t.brg 

!!lOr ..e-'d teo old. You kn.o ho• i't iB to <0 bu. in olo. m.. Tne.t fool oa 

.inks serving on the eommi"' sion W<'Y.;ld be 1 being on the Supr e Court.. .lin th.t~t 

unU'om ::;hould dl '·u.tiif) en;yo.nta :fro any ;;osition of trust - ine.idan u,-, 
you t • t to 111"1 t.h:at he h.e.s never worn uniform .hima u.• 

"Do :ou know who wrote the bUl? I caul '"" a ar to it but I•ll bet 

it Szila4.. It'. b dl7 dr ned by eboa, who know ».othin ut it but. yet hu 

le~ kao.tedge. 

ow you c. 't C}Uote on m't of the ecienti t • It' t; 

fight batw en Grov a d th scientists.. I lmo what ~ people 

throB w.d. I *"·ay thi ~s a teem and no tter ow l ,et b tt 

ong to eall. t.h.le 

e £!-~ing bu~ I 't 

about 

td\'~rt:~-~~v. o you orr w· y? Lik a _uirrel reYOlving sri~dly a c g. Of ccur e, oat. 

of hi ide are boo, but h" so , - y... 1 u know n~ fir ~t. for a c t. 

illy ho' a the kind of guy t advises a company one • 1 and after the;y• re halt w 7 tb:rou 

th t, aa:rs,. ~o, 1 t.' s try this ;y. • Of cour e, ht._ iso ' t ying the billt~ l 
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ttAJtd I'm not pr judiced. l don•t llke certain Jew8 and I don't like oerta.1n 
\><ell-known aha.racteristics o£ th$.1rs but I'm. not prejudice¢!. By the way, if you'd 

-like me to .read your story I'd b.e glad t.o do it. I don 1 t care V'f"hat you say--I•ll . 
jutJt point; out how things ehould he said differently. A lot of tiles$ things ar• 
del.i.cate, you have to be care.t'ul ho• y0u talk about them. Our gallant allies1 for 
example. (again the sarcasm). 



November P, 1Q47 

Mr . Leon Remerson 
Rese~rch J~t~tute of Americ~ 
1026 - 17th st . , 'r .w. 
,.,~shington, '0 . c. 

A revised vers~on of t,he ~'~rticle "Letter to cotABn" is scheduled to 
ppenr ~n +,he TJecelllher issue of the BULL'ET{JN Of Tlll<; f-TOJHC BC!F.':ri'ISTS. 

~hi~ issue goes to press At 3 ~.~., EST, ~onday, November lOth ~nd will 
-probably Also cont~in pnrt of the Jetter 8rldres~ed to the Attorney General 
in w'hich J reque~ted permiss~on to trt-~nsmH " letter follCMing the text 
of the l'lrticle . 

There wiJJ prohebly be Pn eRrly rele~se prior to the actuRl publicat 1on 
(~0\'enber ~?) msrte by the BULLETJN. 

l am writ1.np vm1 an this in order to Bvoi.d getting wires cros~ed . This, 
of' course, noes not Allow time for person~l intervievs vith officer!!! of 
the Government, hut the generAl Atmosphere in Washington v~s such thnt 
it dirt not PppeAr very likely thAt such p_,rsonal interv1ews vould hPVe 
~erve~ "' useful purpo~e . 'l'heref'o~, it w~s necided not to ciel'iy the 
pubJic"ltion of the ~'~rt,.c1e "'rf!f f"urtber in the probPbly v~in hope th,t 
the permi~sion requesten cen ~ obtainen . 

l,Jfth verv mAny thanks for your kind w11Hn~ess to help in this m'ltter, 

SincereJy, 
j\ / / 

~-;I 
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
Drpartment of 

CHEMISTRY AND CHEMICAL ENGINEERING 

URBANA 

Th e William Albe1·t Noyes Laboratory 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Institute o f Nuclear Studies 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

May 9, 1957 

When Dr. Ro se returned to the campus this past 
week, I discussed some points a b out his work on which 
questions were raised during your recent visit to the 
campus. He assure d me that he had not done any experi­
ments in which the single amino acid had been fed as 
the sole source of nitrogen to human subjects. He 
also confirmed what I had expressed as a strong feeling 
that in none of their work did they find any symptoms 
in amino acid deficiencies which were specific in any 
way. Several years a go they reported a n acute valine 
deficiency in rats which resulted in unique symptoms. 
The rats exhibited a staggering gait, a sensitivity to 
touch, and a cha.racteristic rotary motion in the cages. 
Some later workers have observed this symptom while 
other workers have failed to note anything unique in 
the behavior of the valine deficient animals. This 
finding of Dr. Rose's was reported in the Journal 
of Biological Chemistry, 127, 677 (1939). The paper 
dealing with valine deficiency in humans appeared in 
the Journal of Biological Chemistry, 182, 541 (1950). 
A reprint of this paper is being sent to you unde r 
separate cover. 

I wonder if your feeling that one specific amino 
acid might be more involved than others might stem 
from a statement Dr. Rose made in his isoleucine paper 
for humans--Journal of Biological Chemistry, 193, 605 
(1951). In this paper, Dr. Rose describes a quicker 
appearance of the non-specific symptoms which occur 



.. . ..,., 

Dr. Leo Szilard -2- May 9, 19.57 

in the human subjects. For some reason, isoleucine 
deprivation causes a very early appearance of the 
irritability and the sensation of fatigue and the 
appetite failure which has characterized all the 
human work. I talked to one of our g raduate students, 
who was a subject on Dr. Rose's most recent valine 
work, to find out if he sensed anything ve ry special 
in the amino acid deficiency. He couldn't be much 
more explicit than the very general terms which I 
have mentioned above and which Dr . Rose has used in 
describing the condition of the subjects. It should 
be pointed out, however, that these were not extreme 
deficiencies and that the experiments were of very 
short duration. 

I hope that this additional information may be of 
some value to you and that this, plus the work of 
other investigators to which I referred you last 
week, might provide you with the information you 
desired. 

It was a pleasure visiting with you and I hope 
you will visit our campus again sometime. 

L. M. Henderson 

LMH:ld 
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May 13, 1957 

Dr. L. M. Henderson 
The William Albert Noyes Laborator,r 
University of Illinois 
Urbana, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Henderson: 

Many thanks for your kindness in letting me have 

the information contained in your letter of the 9th. I 

appreciate ver.1 much your having taken the trouble to 

write. I hope to be able to visit Urbana again some other 

time and ma-ybe we can then have another chat. 

With kind personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

m 
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April 27, 1964 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing you this letter in regards to my father. I 

read you article in Time Magazine a few years ago about your 

r ecovery from c·mcer, somehow it stayed in my mind. I thought 

prehaps you could advice me as to \vhat to do, or pre haps refer 

me to some doctor that knows a little more about cancer. My 

father had a operation 2t yrs ago on a wart that had became 
.,_.v 

malignant, which was removed. t-It was supnosed to hav~~ been 

removed acc ording to the doctor, he has since developed a lump 

or tumor j_n the left grind. The doctor thought ibvas a hernia 

at first. He has~had 23 treatment to cobolt, Hhich has reduced 

the size of lump, but there is still ha~dness in the grind about 

the size of a large egg, and he has a drainage that developed 

during the time he was taking cobolt and has continued to drain. 

I would like to do what ever I can to pro-long his life. 

I have always believed no one doctor knows it all. I would 

greatly appreciate if you will answer. 

Sincerely, 

Geraldine Hendricks 



Geraldine Hendricks 
9312 Hoodland Avenue 
Cleveland Ohio 44104 
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HOTEL 

DUPONT 
PLAZA 
DUPONT CIRCLE AND NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE N. W., WASHINGTON 6, D.C. 

JOHN J. COST 
GENERAL MANAGER 

Dear Mr. Henr y: 

June 11, 1962 

HUdson 3-6000 

In response to the proposal made in my speech, "Are We On The Road To War?•, about 
2,500 persons have expressed their willingness to support the Council and the Lobby if 
these are established. Currently pledges are coming in at the rate of over one hundred 
a week. Pledges received to date would seem to assure contributions in the amoun·t of 
$150,000 to $400,000 a year, enough to enable us to make an effective beginning. In view 
of this response, a committee, the Scientists• Committee for a Livable World, was formed. 
Seven of the Fellows of this Committee have formed the Council for Abolishing War and the 
Lobby for Abolishing War. A description of the Council, the Lobby, and their Boards of 
Directors is enclosed. 

One of the first tasks of the Council is to identify 20,000 persons who would wish 
to join the Movement. Your help in this task would be very welcome and might be decisive. 
I would like to ask you, if I may, to help the Council to find three to ten additional 
Members, if possible. "Regular Members" would be expected to make· annual contributions 
in the amount of 2% of their income (or if they prefer, 5% of their income after taxes). 
"Supporting Members• would be expected to contribute either 1% of their income or $100. 
Students and others who devote time and effort to furthering the Movement would also be 
regarded as Members of the Movement, even though they might be unable to make a financial 
contribution. 

The initial operations of the Council and the Lobby will require a substantial 
financial expenditure. If you are willing to belp to set up these operations and to 
~xpend for this purpose one-half of your total contribution for this year, please make 
out a check to the Council for Abolishing War and mail it either to me or. preferably, 
use the enclosed envelope which is addressed to Daniel M. Singer. Treasurer of the 
Council I at 1700 K s·treet I N. w. I Washington 6 I D.c. 

Concerning the other half of your contribution to the Movement for 1962, two 
alternatives, A - Political Campaign Contributions, and B - Tax Exempt Contribution to a 
Joint American-Russian Staff Study, are described in the attached memoranda. The Council 
and the Lobby would appreciate your indicating your preferences in the enclosed question­
naire. If you choose alternative A and intend to make a campaign contribution for 1962, 
please indicate in the questionnaire your preferences for particular Congressional 
candidates as well. The Lobby will then mak~ specific recommendations to you in July. 

To accomplish the political objectives of the Movement we are going to need in the 
months ahead the help of all Members, in one way or another. The sooner you and the 
others who receive this letter respond, the more effective will be the Movement in this 
election year. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
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Dr. Leo Szilard 
Professor of Biophysics 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Leo: 

CABLE , PARENTHOOD, NEW YORK 

5 0 1 MAD I S 0 N AVE N U E, N E W Y 0 R K 2 2, NEW Y 0 R K 

PLAZA 5 - 8600 

February 24, 1954 

This is to let you know of my separation from the Federation 
due to occur 28 February. 

Although the decision for separation came suddenly, I have 
had in mind for nearly a year that a reorientation of the research 
program and my transfer to another location would be desirable for 
the good of the work. Within a short time I hope to be located in 
a situation offering still greater opportunities in the same field. 

With kindest personal regards, 

.. 
PSH/bl 

PAUL S. HENSHAW 
345 RIVERSIDE DR. 

NEW. YORK 25~ N. Y. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Paul s. Henshaw 
Director of Research 

HONORARY PRESIDENT, MRS. MARGARET SANGER • PRESIDENT , MRS . ROBERT M. FERGUSON • CHAIRMAN, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, MRS. PHILIP W. PILLSBURY 

VICE-PRESIDENTS, MRS. ~RANCIS N. BANGS, MRS. DEXTER BLAGDEN, PIERRE S. duPONT 3rd, ALAN GUTTMACHER, M.D. , MRS . F. ROBERTSON JONES, 

MRS . ALBERT D. LASKER, MRS . WALTER N. ROTHSCHILD, ABRAHAM STONE, M.D., REV. CORNELIUS TROWBRIDGE, C.-E. A. WINSLOW , Dr. P.H. • CHAIRMAN , 

MEDICAL COUNCIL , HAVEN EMERSON, M.D. • SECRETARY , MRS. C. TRACY BARNES • TREASURER: LESLIE MILLS • NATIONAL DIRECTOR , WILLIAM VOGT, Sc.D . 
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Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear Doctor Szilard: 

Box 73 
Hampton Institute 
Hampton, Virginia 

l?.iv.62 

Please send me information about your ~lans 
for a scientists• Congressional lobby. 
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LONDON SUNDAY PICTORIAL 

220 EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK 17, N . Y . 

Jan. 16, 1953 

Dear Doctor Szilard, 

I have just been reading the report in this 

woek's New Yorker of the account you gave to 

the Society of American Bacteriologists of what 

happened to a man who withdrew from life, by 

means of an injection, and awakened ir_ ~ - ·~ 

twenty-forties. 

Would it be possible for me to see a copy of 

your address, with a possible view to public­

ation in my paper in Britain? 

If so, would you please mail it to me at the 

above address ? 

In addition, could I have a talk to you on the 

subject ? You could call me collect at 

Murrayhill 7-2668 or Murrayhill 2-1234 any 

time from Tuesday Jan. 20 on. Or I could call 

you at any convenient time. (over) 



yours sincerk)J,t~ ~· 

William Herbert 

r ~-' I 



Dr. Leo Szil~rd , 

• 600 PRISCILLA LANE • BURBANK, CALIFORNIA • THornwall 2-7920 

December 15, 1955 

I hope this reaches you through the good off ices of the Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists, to which I subscribe as a l <1;>rma n interested in tl~ e cause of peace . It 
seemed to be the simplest way of finding your address. 

I am ~~iting a play on Albert Einstein, something which has not been attempted 
a.mong the thousands of art icl es and books ab out him. 

Please be assured that I approach the subject wi t h reverence and plan to portray 
dra.r.Jatically his devotion to t hree ideals-peace, s cience and succor of t he Jews. 

The clime~ of the play devolve s on t he scene where he, a lifelong pacifist, is 
convinaed to cast the die of the atomic bomb by writing the famous letter to Roos­
evelt. The anticlimax '\-rill s ow his unending a ttempts at educating tbe world, Hith 
his fellm-v scientists, to the finality of a future a tomic "1-Tar-even from his grave 
with t he appea l of Bertrand Russell. 

With Fermi gone, you are the only livi ng person who was present a t that fateful 
decisi on of Einstein's, if my reading on the subject is correct. I can only surmise 
t hat Einstein wotlid r eal ize t he full implications of t he bomb project and wotlid 
wrestle with his conscience and his lifetime of pacifist preaching before regret­
fully agreeing to help. Can you confirm this for me? Any discussion you could re­
call, ar guments used by any of t he parties, the clinching facts, would enable me to 
keep faith with his memory and his tory. Also, events leading up to your mm decision 
to approach Einstein with t his request. 

I will also try to i nterest movie studios in a story treatment a long the same 
lines, hoping to reach a s l arge an audience a s possibl e with t he legacy of his un­
fi~shed work. I promise t hat any profit deriving from a play or movi e , so far a s is 
in my power, will be returned into vrorthy movements carrying on the i deals he champ­
ioned. 

During my research, I encount ered ment i on of a di ary he kept. The reference was 
not clear as to whether it w s a diary only of his travels, or a more complete one 
continuing into his later l ife. Are you personally a cquainted with his survivors 
well enough to kno1r Hhet her t his diary is available for a study such as mine ? 

- Your letter to t he Times , as repri n t ed in t he Bulletin, revealing as it does your 
own insight and cour age in analyzing t he immediacy of the war danger, encourages me 
t o these bold requests, hoping you will recognize a well-mtentioned ally. 

Any st~gestions from you as to events or muterial I could investigate would be 
most welcome. 

Awaiting your r epl y , 
Sincerely yours , 

~~~ 
Frederick Herbst. 



Mr. Frederick Herbst 
600 Priscilla Lane 
Burbank, California 

Dear Mr. Herbst: 

1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
January 10, 1956 

I am afraid I can not do very much for you right now, 
but I shall keep your letter on file and if later on I have 
material that might be useful to you, I shall send it to you. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

LS:cf 
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