
• 

•• 
z~· claude L. Charnbor , 
U s. u t1ons1 Bank Bldg., 
0~ DiegO • CaJ.Uorn1u. 

d ar Judge Chambers: 
• • . . 

It has been roportod to mo that lll·. cLeod 

took a oheak for '750.00. cashed it, uett1 T tho mone1 

una er ~ loo pretensos and otood n o'banoe of go inc to 
• 

the n1tont18.17. and th1a 1D n compror.liso ho hns 

---'~a th tilooo peopl~. 
' 

You.ra Ver"3 tru:cy • • 

, 

• 

• 

Mr. Ed, Fletcher 
Box 1412 
San Diego, California 

My dear L~. Fletcher: 

JWle 2, 1924 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
May 28th, with inclosed copies of letters. 

In reply will say that after I as artained from the 
watchman that the W,H. Hall and Arthur !laud people expected 
to take possession of the studio under some sort of an 
arrangere~nt with McLeon, I left orders with him not to let 
a~vone in until he had instructions from the ~~ard of Trustees. 

After having given him these instructions, Mr. Hall and 
the other gentleman called at my office. I told them that e 
ha~ no objections to their going into the studio to work, but 
it must be the positive Qnd dlstinot understanding that after 
June 15th should McLeod fall down on his proposition, they 
would have to do business direct with us, and pay tbe Trustees 
the rent l for the studio. They promised me that they ould 
not make any arrangements with Mr. ~oLeod beyond that date, 
and that they fully understood our poaitiob and would do 
business with us after June 15th, prov.ided llcLeoa fell down 
on hie ·contraot; further, that they would not pay McLeod any 
more money until they were satisfied that he would be able to 
oerry out the conditions of his lease. 

They seem to be about the most businesa-11ke outfit 
that I have had occasion to talk with in the picture matter. 

Very truly youre, 

OLC/B 



BOARD OE' DIREO~ORS "UNIT~ PRODUCERS AND DISTRIBUTORS" INC: 

Dr. G. Roy Ringo, President &: Chairman of the Board of 
Direotore a retired capitalist of Chiaago. 

· R. E. Elwood, Searetary & Direotor, was for years direotor 
of sales ~or the Vesuvious Oruoible Company of Pittsburg, Pa. 
F. o • . Leonard, Tr,Jaaurer & Direotor, who is Viae-president of 
the Uo~th Amerioan Bond & Mortgage Co., at o million dollar 
oonoern of Hollywood, Califomia; Treasurer & Direotor of 
the Guarantee Building & Loan Ass 1n., a five million dollar 
oonoer.n. President of the Playground Department of the 
Oity of Los Angeles for the past stx years, and proprietor of 
Leohard'a Book & Art Galleries of Hollywood. 
Gilbert H. Beesmeyer, Aest Seoretary d: Treasurer., one of 
the ..ranking finano ial men of the ooaat , now Seoretary & 
Manager of the Guarantee Building & Loan Ass'n., 2reaident 
& Director of che Central Commeroial & Savings Bank of . 
Hollywood, and who for many years as the cashier of the 
Hollywood national Bank of Hollywood Calif~rnia. 
c. J. Shepherd, J.[anager of the Federal Reserve Bank, Los 
Angeles Distriot • 

. 
Orvllle X.. Routt, Vioe-2res1dent & Director of the North 
Amerioan Bond & Mortgage Co. of Hollywood, and President 
of the Pioneer Lumber Co. of liollywood, California, and 
14r. Washburn, member of the Washburn-Crosby flour mills 
family. 

original to Judge Chambers to put with other papen of 
·Hawkins and Kennedy ~ioh he has. 

• 

• 

Juno a, 1024 • 

• 

Judso Olnu4o . , 
u.s.nation.nl Bonk tm, g •• 
Snn Diego, Oa11:t. 

Uy doar Judge: 

• 

I ga.ve ~ou Domo papers r lativo to 
Hal'lkino and ~ennedy. 

Enoloood f ind amo of -~rd of 
Direotoro of tho united rroduonro nnd 

· D1atr1butora , Ino. It oooma t o me thoy are 
a mighty atrone bunoh. 2leaoe l:oep llll the 
papara to8othor. 

Your a v ory trnly, 

• 

• 

• 



• 

·:une 26. · 1924 • 

3Ud Claude ClBmbera. 
U. ~. Ilatlonol. Bank Bldg. • 
~on D1eso. Callfornln. 

de~ Judge Chomb B: 

• 

· • h1 ta hna requeoted us to cover 
the s. L. Studios ~ar ~20,000 flro 1nnurnnoe. The 
rate 1s noa 2t¢ but 1a unolooalflea. nn4 o are · 
nstlng the IIC4'T83C4'B to o1nos1f~ CDd g1Te ua o. 
peolal rat~. 

• • lto tello ·un tbat the ..,soo to oover this 
....,...ur oe 1a to bo JDld on Auguat first b1' 1he people 

o are n lans118 the otudlo. If thla la not aooord-
~ to :tour unclerstanalng 1t1nc117 o.dvlse. . • 

Yours very tra.ly. 

• 

CLAUDE L , CHAMB&R8 
ATTORH•Y .. 

111AN Dl••a , CAL.I,.a•'WiA 

• 

• 

June 27, 1924 

!.~ . Ed. Fletcher 
Fletcher Bldg • • 920- 8th Street 
San Diego , . California 

~Y dear ~r . Fletcher: 

Replying to your communic tion of June 26th, 

will say that llr . ~.bite is correct. The lease 

provides that ~ 500 . 00 shall be pald en or before 

August l at. 1924 , to apply on insurance, a nd an 

a~ount not to exceed ~500 . 00 on or bpfore February 

let, 1925 . · .And the sum or not to exceed ~ ·1000 . 00 

per year eaoh year during the l ease hold period . 

Very truly your s , 

~~·A. 
CLC/B 

• 

• -• 

• 



-. 

s. 
Bldg •• 

• 

Th3 Watme Insuranoo 

vo c.ol:ed uo to cancel the .,20.000 

• 

• 

• • 

poU~ h10h ue ote ~or you as ~f date of June 30th. 

tor p ith theu1 and g1'"'""""'" them .. . 
n better ~ scription the • oparty-, and hope tbB t 

Y' be able to ba e them reo on alder it. • 

ill, notl.fY ,ou o:f their dEjo1e1on 
• 

• 

Yom-a 

. . 

• 

f 

• 

. . 
. . 

• 

• 

• lP-f, • 

80 Olan4o 0 • Ohambors, 
'U. a. Ilut1ona1 BMk lndg., 
san D1 go • o 11forn1a. 

de _JUdsGt . 

frioncl of mine o baa been for yonra 1n 
tho moving p1otar business just 1 rrrormed m that his 
xport has informed bSm that tho root of the s. L. 

Studios 1a not proparly oonstruotod, 1n that the roof 
a so h -:ry that it is llablo to oo.vo in at ony t~ao 

unlosa properlJ re1nforood ith stoel sirders. Thera 
is 11 abl.e to bo a oataotropho • 

. 'io mould at tho next meot1ng ot tho Board 
of Trustees arrango to hav some oompotant man mke 
an 1nvoot1gation and roport on this matter • 

• 

YourfJ v«ry trnly, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• • 

• 

• 

. . 
r 

• 

It 

, • 

• 



Ju e Claude c ora. 
u. • ratlona.l llnnt; Dldr' •• 
van n!ego , Cnl1~orn1a. 

cy deer Jwl • • 

July 11, 1924. 

I fc :11 toot -;c ahould 
lmmadle..tely rand r en nooount of ot~ stownrd-
oh!p nnd 1 t "''a • r... Studio ctoc :holdero knon' 
nhn. t we ba.ve f und. 

t:y ~ tteoation lo th t you 
oome over to t o o .d.oa and to other wo uill 
dlot~to a lettor t tho ntoc~holdcrs lv·ng a 
synopsio of tho ait~tlon to catc ana nak thee 
to tnke soma of the l·esponsib111 ty in docldi ,... 
hether to Itt"osecute sawyor or to .fi ht and 

annul tha fornor trnste . s • contrc.ot ;7! th Sawyer. 
If yo ttl 1 - cone over he .... e o.ny afternoon aftor 
bnslneac hom's we ... 11 loo :: tho oors v.nd nran 
n statement i~ thi~ ocets yonr nnpro\~. • -

Yotu•s Tory t1~ly, 

• 

e 

• 

• ... 

' 

• 

.Tttl.y 14.. 1924 • 

Judgo Clando Chambero. 
U. • .;a tlcnal ~nk D~d • , 
::a.n Dlo ··o , Cnlifol'nic . 

.:.y dour Judcc: 
Inuloaod find o.rc..nty on r.c·1ron clock 'Ihict. 

I !n3tnll d 1 st 3ctt~d~y ~ ~ . ~ . ~tudios. 'ho 
bottom ho.lf ol: thio rn.l.llr '" nty n hou1cl uo siened Y 
yon o.rul aont to the aloe: compo.ny 1n th~ ?ol:f 
t.cldl·eo3od nvelop~ c J!ltaineJ. ha1·o1n fol~ tnoir 
records. 

Aloo inol r; .~ .... in c, s~ le ·wntc nnn•s cic.ily 
innp ctlon report . I bell va it would 1: e edvisub1o 
if we h!ld a yac.r'~ on, nly o" "..;heoo ~a t11e coot 1~ 
onl-=r .:'.3 .00, nnd in t ho.t .1c.y ~re could b.eve e. ::;yotemn.tic 
ranort o.nd oheaJ: on t;to \"TO.tchno.n' s dutleo. 

I 1nstnll "d tho nint: :l t .... ticns ~o.turday us por 
ins tt•uctiono • encl. the \7c.tci!I!!!)n uro suppoocd to b 
r.1..'1t\:i.ne tho lr oundo 1 o':f • 

? -- / . ( /'l" .-"" /_...,' -
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• • 

• 

• 

• 

Mr. ~d. Fletcher, .Jr., 
Fletcher Bldg., 920 Eighth street 
San Diego, California 

t:y dear J.:r. Fletcher: 

July 15, 1924 

In reply to your communication of July 14th, 

would say that I received the inclosed guaranty on 

lier~an clock which you installed at the S.L. Studios. 
• • 

I am signing same and forwarding it to the clock 

Company today, as per your suggestion. 

I am glad to know that these cloaks are in-

stalled, as a ~Atter of protection for the studio . 

• 

Very truly yotu·s, 

CLC/D 

• 



• 

• • 

• 

• 

• - - ·- - ---

f . . 



• 

"' • CLAUDIE L . CHAMBERS 
ATTO .. 

• 

July 16, 1924 

In Re: .L. Studios · ~ter Eqnipmont 

Cuyama ca. ··:a. ter Company 
Fletcher Building. 920 Eighth Street 
San Diego. California 

ty dear 1~. Fletcher: 

Your letter of July 14th in regard to the above-

entitled mstter at hand. I think arrangements should 

be made to have this .matter attended to at once, and 

I believe the fUnds on hand would justify the e>.:pend-

iture for the pipe suggested by y ou at the present time • 
. 

If agreeable to the other directors, I would say 

proceed at once and have the ~tter attended to. 

Very truly yours, 

@;ft2.. .. ~ 
CLC/B 

• 

• 

• 

t:r. ~a.. Fletoher 

C~AUDIE~. CHAM E 8 
ATfOIIIHKY 

.AN 0 1880 , C ALI,oiii .-I A 

Fletcher Build~ng,920 - 8th Jtr eet 
San ~leeo. Califor nia 

ear ~r. Fletcher: 

July l[j, 1~ .. 4 
• 

Replyin£ to yorr letter of July lltl. , I aeree 
. 

\'. 1 th you tl:a. t v.·e shot~ld render an ace ount of our 

stewardship. letting the ·.r..etudios stockhol·ers 

know \'iha.t \' e Jjave found in regs.rd to the affair o.zo 

this trt t estate ancl also wh t \''e have done . 

I pre~ume rhat re have done h been prett.y 

~ell advertised, but perhaps no~ correctly reporteu . 

I v ill be glad to corr.e o·;er to yr.nr office 

~orne duy this we ek l ate in t~e afternoon anu conf r 

with you . Jill call you up nd try end arrenee such 

a meeting. 

'Very truly yours , 

CLC/B 

• 



• Claude Obsmbero. u. S Ba tlonnl Bank Bldg., 
san Diego. CsJ.ifom!a. . · 

.- Qbambers: 

Ausuat l, 192f.. 

Inclosed :f!nd bill for 1nsurano aloo blll 

79 60 for atobmn•s olock and express on onme. 
X1ncll7 mlte out a cheolt to c. :u. Tobin. 561 Spr&okelu 

:Bldg. -for 79.50. and mat 1 us a check for $5~0. 

There wil-l b a rebate oom.lllg on in~anoe just . 
as aoon as can install tbe .f." pl;pe~e. 

Yours veey trW.y. 

.. 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•• 

• • 

• 
• 

August 12, 1924 

Mr. Ed Fletcher 
· 916 - 8th Street 

San Dieeo, California 

My dear Mr. Fletcher: 

Inclosed herewith please find check of 
a. L. Studios. in the sum of $260.00. to apply 
on the fire insurance on the studio ·building • 

Very truly yours, 

CLC/B 

• 



Ur. Ed Pletcher 
920 Eighth Street 

CLAUDE L. CHAMBERS 
ATTO .. &Y 

8AN IU •• O, 'YAt.IPOIIIIINIA 

San Diego~ California 

My dear Mr. Fletcher: 

August 19, 1924 

On July 3rd you wrote me in regard to the roof on 
the s. L. Studio btulding at Grossmont. At the next 
meeting of the Board of Trustees I took this matter up 
with them, and it was turned over to Mr. White to 
investigate. 

Mr. V~ite evidently took the matter up with the 
arohiteots, as I received a call from Mr. Quayle of 
Quayle Bros., Architects, and one of the oontraotors. 
l'hese gentlemen informed me that this roof was made 
particularly strong, and the rumour to the contrary was 
absolutely without foundation. Mr. Quayle said that 
in order to make the matter interesting, he w&s willing 
to allo any competent engineer to be eeleoted to make 
an examination, and if he reported that this roof was 
faulty, he would pay the said engineer's fees, and also 
suggested that he would like to wager $100 with you on 
the side that you had been wrongly informed. · 

CLCjB 

If you have any further sugeestione to make in 
matter, wou1d be glad to hear from you. 

Very truly yours • 
• 

(Q4"',4_ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

Judge Clnudo Chambers • u. s. !lutlona.~ Dsn!c m.a.g., 
Sa.n Dlec;o, Ca.lifornia. 

try dear Judcre! 

Inolonod find J..atter from ffncley 'thnt la 
exnlsnB tory • ... 

• 
I think the quicker we eot out·a. concise state-

ment o'f tho faat3 to · date tho better, a.ntl bel:ieve 1 t is 
coming to the ona bzmdred seventy odd otockllol.dere. I 
think ue fll!~i.t ndd to tho lettero of explanation sent 
out to th9 otockho~dera a. question :w.";inG i:f they are 
ln favor of ra.1sL~ tha nooosaary .~25,000 to eqttll' the 
studio nnd t1ill they pay their pro-rate, and pa.t ln a 
poa tnl cnrd :Zor an c!lm·ror. . 

Yow."c vary t:i.lli:Y. 

EP:.All 

• 

( 



ClBUde Ohomhera, · 
11. s. tltloml Bank Bldg., 
san Diogo, callfom1o. • . 
ltl' dear Ur~ Obnmbera 1 

Inclosed ~lnd oopy of letter and my 
anmvor in rep~ \mloh I hopo meets With your 

approvuJ.. 
• 

Youro vary truly, 

• 

Mr. Ed. Fletcher 
920 Eighth Street 

CLAUDE L. CH~ I:RS 
ATTORN II ... 

• AN Dt••o, CA&.U'OIIUUA 

San Diego, California 

My dear Mr. Fletcher: 

August 23, 1924 

• 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
August 22, and it received my careful consideration. I 
agree with you that we shoUld either commu.nioate with the 
atookholdere by e~ndhg them a circular letter setting 
forth what progress the present Board of Trustees have 
made, or dall a meeting of the stockholders and inform them 
in this manner. I presume that if 8 meeting were called 
it would only result in 8 lot of quarrelling. and probably 
the former proposition would be the beet. 

I will endeavor to work up such a letter in the early 
part of the week, outlining as far as possible what steps 
have been taken by the present Board of Trustees, and submit 
the same to the members of the Board for their approval. 

If you have any suggestions in regard to pertinent 
points which you think shoUld be included in this letter, 
kindly let me have•them by return mail. 

Very truly yours. 

CLC/B 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

t 

• 

Sept001bor 23. 1924 • 

• Clnn.,e L Cbnnbors. u. s. ntional ]3nnk mag.,_ . 
Sen Diego, Culiforn!a. 

dear J"ndge: 

. . 

Ana ring JOur a of Ausaat 23d, thoao are tho 
points tbat I mttld bring out in a lottor to tho otookholdoro 
if I nere ~ou. 

; · state thnt the investigation of tho booko by our 
experts nhow tbat tho s. L. stuat os took 1n oo mnoh conoy 
from the sal9 of stock. ~o show for that todey \VO only 
havo the ollowin equity~ 

· !a1e prosent bntld1ng - ita estimtod ooot by a bon.rd 
of ~praioo be1Dg approximately e-ro.ooo. with a cortgQ{5e 

. of$ • 
I 

~a trustees of tho 5. L. studios uore Gl ven 
nnl1m1ted powers to, spend monas and they oortninly did it 
:tlke ator. 

~ 

Thore are so mny abarea of otook outAtonding 
~oa.07. both pre~orrocl and comon. 

• 

'lho origlna] td:asteaa all reoignod, after a!)polntiDB 
ltesaxs. Bart. Loring and \7cll a the 'throe trunteea out of :flvo. 
'ebe last mentioned trastoos e:abered into a \'lri tten 
agieoo•lZ,t vith 11r. Saase~ hero by ho mn re11ovod of all 
1:Sab1Uty 1n aonnidemtion of tnrn1fl8 back his s.ooo oharoa 
of· atook ana the three trnstoea l.Bst centionod, 1n oons1dom-
ti0n ··ot tbot agreod to. pa:a to :w:~er olmrea of otook 
tp•· CADO&. 1 an obligation d118 • . H. Bau3t»r lor monios advanaod 
,aolllltiDs ~0 . • . . 

• 

• 

\ 

• 

• 
• 

• • 

D r 51ra 
. 

CLAUDE L, CHAMBER• 
ATTORNIIY • 

• AN Dt8eo, CA&.U•OafUA 

Oot-ober 8, 19U 

I m here ith !nolo 1 oopy o! 1 \~Dr wh1o 

I reo 1Yed oda~ trom · • ·i4hnl y, 

.o:>tu lo vroe mont • 
1 um aloo inolosing oopy o! mv lett r to h~ 

in reply ther o, for your 1nform~~1ob • 

Vory truly 'ocro, 

I • 

CLO/D 

• 

~· 



• 

.. • 

!ho ·truotooo mode a lonee with Arn~~t and Jonoon 
on -----• tom of loaao to be as follows: 

(]pace) , 
• • 

~ ttaa paid on tho lonoo but the oonthly rontnl paymonto 
h!ive not been paid. The trnntooo oro brilll5ins ouit to foroo 
tho pt\JmQnt under tho torms of tho leo.ae. 

\1hon the trustooo took ovor tho management of tho s. L. studio affairs, wo fonnd it 1n dobt to tho foUowing 
amount - . • \'Ia havo oinoo t hat timo red.uood tho 
!ndebtednoaa '(liero e:<pl.ain wbllt rixohangoo bavo boon nDdo and 
then show the o.mount a of money otiU duo) • 

• 

I anggeat a. atatcment ol.ong these linea bo pzrepared 
nnd this 1D 3ust for your guido.noo, addins anythin6 that yott 
mutt to. 

EP:KTJ.I 

l 

• • 

• 

I 

• 

• 

Yours einoorely; 
• . 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

• 
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• • 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• • 
. . 

Oatober 11. 1924. 
• 

<IDJ:dge Claude L. Chnmbors , u. s. nations] Bonk ~ag • • 
san Diesoa California. 

dear Judge Cbnm!Jers : 

• 

• 

. 
ArumoriDg :yon:ro of Oct obor nth, I thtnl;-

,ou did right . 

• 
Youro v~ry tru:Ly, 

• 

I 

• 

• 
• 

• • 
• 

• 

• 

COLLECTION NAMB 
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ATTOANIY 
8AN Dl••o. CALI .. DIIHIA 

ebruar,y 26, 1926 r .. 
J J 

Kr. Ed l'J.atoher 
' 920- 8th Stre t 
San Diego, California 

~ dear Col. Fletcher: 

v J 
I have read ith considerable interest the copy of the letter 

addressed to you signed by Robert Bart hioh as left in ~ office. 
I presume you have already reoeived and read the original. 

Mr. Bart called this matter to my attention some time back, 
and I told him frankly that while I realized that he was a heavy 
loser, he was no more nnfortlJna te proportionately than any of the 
other stockholders of s. L. Studios, and because he held a 
majority of the stock was no reason why he should be issued a 
larger amount of stock proportionately than any one else. I oalled 
his attention at that time to the case of a client of mine .who was 
a ~ido , and who was . induoed to mortgage her home to procure 

1500.00 to put 1nto : th1s same matter. I haven't the slightest 
doubt that this $1500.00 has been a greater saorifioe on her part 
than the 50,000.00 Hr. Hart invested. Further than that, quite 
& sum of this 50,000.00 was stock hioh Mr. Hart received from 
Kr. Sawyer in a settlement which was recently made for notes Which 
he held against Kr. Sawyer personally, and for which he was under 
no obligation to take stook • 

• I remember very distinctly some months back, when Mr. Hart 
••a selling securities as be mentions in this l~tter at short 
notice in order to realize hurry money, and at that time I informed 
l!r. Bart of !~ormation which I bad received, and advised him 
against putillg this money into the s. L. Studios. Jlr ;. Hart's 
reply to me was that he wished these Bankers in San Diego would 
mind their own business. 

I cannot see where the mortgagees have profited by the over-
tures of Kr. Hart. Had they foreclosed their mortgage, Mr. Hart's 

50,000.00 of stock would not have been worth a dollar. This they 
had ·a p.~~eot legal right to do, and oould have done ·a long time 
ago. 

I persoDall7 have the highest regard for Kr. Hart, and regret 
very much that he has been compelled to lose such large sums of 
money aa a result, of poor investments. However, in this part~cular 
aaae theJ were of euoh a natur• that it could have been eas111 
ascertained that the7 war~ a poor investment. and I see no legal 

,..,_-....or Juat reason wh,- Jlr. Bart oh~Uld be treated &JlY' differently than 
anJ other stockholder ·ot a. L. StUdios, larse or small • .. 

1nto 
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