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October 14, 1921. 

Automobile Club of Southern California~ 
1344 So. Figueroa Street, 
Los Angeles, California. 

Attention: Sign Posting Department. 

Gentlemen: 

This will confirm my day letter to you of this 
date as follows: 

"Phoenix did not send representative to meetirg 
of directors in Tucson yesterday but instead sent 
written offer from Automobile Club of Arizona t ·o 
sign Bankhead Highway through Arizona rree of 
charge but their offer was declined. President 
Sutter and myself authorized to go to Phoenix for 
final conference with demand that they repudiate 
recent action and carry out pledge made at Douglas. 
Resolution passed pledging association to sign · 
road from El Paso to Yuma by Ajo if Phoenix oon-
timtes to refuse you permission to sign in Mari-
copa. Will be impossible for Sutter to go to 
Phoenix until middle or next week. Write me 
whether you will sign route f'rom Tucson to YUma 
by Ajo in case we cut out Phoenix. Letter follows. rr 

As intimated in this telegram, our meeting at 
Tucson yesterday was not a.s satisfactory as we had expected 
it would be, for we had anticipated coming to a definite 
understanding with the Maricopa County people. Although 
they had promised to send a representative to the m·eeting, 
they did not do so. 

11· •• • • ·~oJ••;~:J-:~~- As a final effort to avoid breaking with Maricopa, 
the directors authorized Prosident Sutter and myself to 
go to Phoenix to obtain a definite statement from the 
int ereste d parties whether they- will continue in their 
r e fusal to permit your Club to erect signs in that county, 
or whether they will carry out their pledge made at the 
orga p.izat i on meeting in Douglas. This same motion carried 
a clause that, if the conference did not terminate satis-
f a ctorily to the repre~entat1ves or the aasoc1at1on, the 

' . . . ... . 

AUtomobile Club or Southern California # 2. 

presi d3nt be authorized to call a meeti ~ of the entire 
Southwestern Bankhead Highway Association for the pur-
pose of changing the o onsti tuti on, which, of course 
means that we would cut loose fro m the Bankhead ro~te 
throogh Pinal and Maricopa counties and go to Yuma 
from Tucson by way of Ajo. 

. • lAlri ng the course of -the meeting, t\':o resolutions were J.ntroduced and mnanlrnon:sly passed, conies of which are enclosed here v;ith.. -

Tucson claims that the Ajo route to yUma 1s 
now much better than the route via Phoenix and that a 
maJority of the through travel is going that wa.y. our 
fieldkanager is now making a trip over the two routes 
and ~h.en this is completed, I shall send you his report. 

President Sutter and I will probably not 
get to Phoenix before the last or next wee.k, \Vhich will 
necessitate holding the signing matter in abeyance a 
short ·while longer. As soon as this meeting is held 
we shall be ready to proceed one way or the otmr. In the meantime, I shall expect your reply to my 
query as to whether or not you will sign the road 
by way of A.1o, if 've so desire. Mr. Martin o.r El 
Paso assured the meeting that the A.1o route would 
be satisfactory to El Paso in case we split with Pheenix. 

M/n 
Encl. 

Yours very truly, 

S E ln 
C R E T A R Y. 

• 
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No. 1 

WHEREAS. the Southwestern Bankhead llighway Association 

faces the possibility or the d1srupt1~n or its signing pro ram by 

the action of Maricopa County, through its Board of Supervisors, 
in r e fusing the Automobile Club of Southern California the permission , 

to sign the roads on the Bankhead Route; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, that tbe Board of Directors o f the Southwestern 

Banlmead Highway Association go on record as favoring the signi rg 

or the Tucson-Ajo-YUma route in case Maricopa Crunty does not at 
once joi.n the association in its program of signing .as outlined at 

t he Dou ~as mee t ing or the association; and be it furthor 
RESOLVED, that it is the s ense of the Board of D1rectors 

of the Southwestern Bankhead HighvTay Association that they urge the 

full support of Maricopa County to tho program of the association. 

Ro. 2. 

WHEREAS, the Southwestern Bankhead Highway Association is 
determined that the route betwe·an El Paeo and Yuma be signed; 
the~ re f'ora be it 

RESOLVED, that the Southwestern Bankhead Highway Association 
ple·dgas itaolf to sign a road fro m. El Pn eo to Yuma, either by way 

of Tucson an d Phoenix or by way of Tucson and A.1b, and be it fu~ther 
--

RESOLVED, tha t it Phoenix and Maricopa county persist in 
their r efusal to allo the Automobile Club of Southern Cali forn1a 

to si gn the Bankhead Highway in Unricops County, thus repudiating 
t he ir a ction a t the ·organization meeting in Douglas, that the south-
weste.rn. Bankhead High a y Association move on amendmont to the con-
s titution ot the national Bankhead High ay Asooo1at1on to establish 
the routo from Tucson to YtlmB by ay ot Ajo a.s the official Bankhead 

r oote ins tead of by ay of Phoenix. 

Prod sutter, Pres ident. i _, , • ., .. 
·' ... 

l~ Martin, Seorotai'J'• 

GEOitGE E. llUXTON 
l'• -1 111~ 

l 
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CHAMBER .OF COMMERCE 
AND MINES 

DOUGLAS. ARIZONA 
November 4, 1921 . 

Col. Ed Fletcher , 
San Di~ o  California . 

Dear Sir : 
Replying to your t elegram of this dgte , 

ad1r·essed to Mr . Buxton, requesting copy of a 
resolut i on fro:._ the Boar:l of Supervi s ors or Cochise 
Count y gra.nt-l ng authority to the Automobile Club 

• 

of Southern California t o erect its signs across 
CochisG County, such a resolution a s you request 
has not been passed be ~use v1e did not deem it 
nacessarv . Two of the three members of the Board 
of Supervisors , incl';Jding th~ h~ir~~n  t;er~ pres - · ent at the arnsni at~on me 3t}.nP.: l.n ou ~as \'.h~n ~h~ . Automobile lub of Sou t hern ca. li fornia · •'Ia::: ~u t.hOl ! ... ed -
t o erect its signs, and t hey said at that t1.me the 
county would be glad t;:, hs.ve the signs erected. 

The Douglas Chamber of Commerce and Mi ~s . 
an1 the Bisbeo. Chamber or Cor.uuol~ o hnve usrant~ed  
and are gu.s.ranteeing , the cost of ere ~in  the signs 
in Cochise County . v;e shall pay for the \'lork out 
o f a fund or ~  apnropri ~ted by the Bo~.rd of 
supervisors to . these tw·o or ~ni s.tions to spend in 

romoting the interests of tho county. 

I t is therefore .nvident ths t tho resolutio~ 
you request is not necessary . . Ho ve~  in orde~ to 
avoid the possibility of any m~sun el"ats.P :ling, ~e 
shall h~va the resolution under discussion rass·sd . 
by the Board or Superv:tsors o.t its next neeting, h~ h 
will be next ond~.  No·.rembar 7, and copy will be 
mai lAd to · yOu at once . 

Y~1rs vory t 1 y, 

Che.mb . r or COli morce & Mi ~ s  

M/n 

- . ~ ~-~-·-



~nut r.atrrn mank ra~ i fi ~l J A.&sntiatintt 

Pr"sldcnt. 
FRED t"TTI-~1:. 

Blsb e •. Ariz. 
\"l ~ Pr shl ... nt, 
~.\~ Y J. "ITT. 

Tucson. .\rlz. 

Tre;u:mrt.>r. 
1:-'. H. FISHER. 
Dou la~. ,\ rl ~ 

..: cr tary, 
Jo;LY :\I RTI~. 

DbuJ:I:.t A. .\ rh:. 
1-,ld•l ltanas:er. 

lJ.\t:Rl E CL..\RK. 

IJIIIRCTOU!' s 

': .• \ . li.\Jl.TIX. 
1-;1 Pn.so. Te u~ . 

II. o. SX DGRJ-:S:O:. 
f>tndns-. X. ll. 

~-·. r:. coox. 
LurdKbUrJ:. X. lt. 

t:J-; . E. BL"XT ~. 

Dou~lal' •• \ rlz. 

J. J. B \\"EX. 
Eil'lh .. .-• .r\riz. 

.\. li. .\I:D~fm. 

TornbstotH·, .\rlz. 

W. J. EEXXJ-;TT, 
& ·nsou. Ariz. 

.:H·UD. 11. EOWn·;r ... 
Tu on •• \rb:. 

·'· c·. wm-:xx. 

HEADQUA.RTERS: GADSDEN HOTEL BLDG. 

iouylaa, !\riJntta 

November a~ 1921. 
C!1amber of Commerce. 
V,'m. Tomkins. Executive Secretary., 
San Diego. california. 

Gentlemen: ,. - " .... :•· ... 

Fr!lm pl'e v1ot1S corl .. 13Spondence on the sub:lect, you are 
m~re or less familiar with the o~s .... ization and aims of' 
t his association, and since the rottlrn of Col. Fletcher from 
his viai t to Arizona you hn vo doubtless received some val-
uable firsthand informati!>n about road conditions and pro-
blems in this part of the ·southwest. 

The purpose or tt~is as~o iotion  in a nutshell., is 
to i n creanc t:.t'a.nscontinental travel over the route which it 
CO";orn, i.e., from El Paso to San Diogo. via the Bankhead 
Highway • . We nlong tho route know that we hava rip:ht now 
tho boat tranaccntinental route in tha united States . 'hut 
the rest of' the country doe an 1t lmoTT 1 t. and T:o propose · to 
in ~~ them of it. Before the end of' next yonr tho stretch 
fron the l!est Te:<as lil"e to San .Uiego will be :tncomparebly 
the finest road of uimilar length in the entire United st~teo. 'fr:ithin the next six months the link betwoan Lordchurg end 
Rodao 6 He~ ~e ioo  ~ill be completeJ6 nnd before the ond 
of tho yanr,. -r1e understond, the ontire st.:.'otch from 'YUma to 
San Viegc will be pre ctically a bo_y_lwla-rd. 

I-'lur .. n ~ • .\rlz. Col. Fle tcher raulde a ataten1ent to our directors, at 
W. P .. W.\ \'L.\Xl•. I"h• .. ·nlx. .\rJz. a r•eating in Tucson a couple of weeks ago, that mora than . . . 15,000 care entered Cal1i'ornie.at treadles during June, July 
~· .. ~· .. h~ (un•ndrr .... , a.pd August or this year, after having passed through northern 

fJu.~..~ s -r:r~~· Arizona. Up to the firet of this raonth more tranaconti nAnt.al 
-'::.J.I· .~~~::· . truvel has beon crossing Arizona OVOl" the n~rthern route 
~- u. ~~~- n·:r: . t~~ n o~or the eou tharn1 and this in spite o" the ro ct t blt 
,\ .. a:. w .\YL.\xu. !')ur route is much the cottar. 

v:c boliovo that in ardor to got the tourio ts donn 
thia ny 1 t is only nocoasory to lot them know nbout our. 
g :1od roads o.nd 11onderful sunshiny clir.tato. Evory day tou:'ists 
drop int~ the Cbar.1bor of Con~mer o hero ond expraeo thoir 
surrriso and delight at soeing ouch excellent ronda and 
so r.sny intaraeting sights in a pnrt or tho country which 
they had known vae;uely ao "the sreat Amer19en desert." 

' "' .. . .. ,. , .. .... -
• 

' Char.~er of Commerco # 2. 

At tJraeont OUl' aso oc!ati.on 1o being aup! ortcd by tbe 
towns b twoon El roeo nnd Tucson, \"1 th Douglas, .Bioboo ond Tuca ~ 
furniohins the principal oupr ort. O~r fiold mnnagol'• Mr. t-taurice 
Clnrk, 1o otetionod nt Socorro, NOt't ~ 1 o. tho point where it 10 
posaihlo to divert most .or tbe t ravel do\'1D tllio way, an J that our 
plan io a good one is a ll:)rJn by the 1ncroesod nur:1bor of cars coming this wny sinco Ur. Clork r.ont to Socorro. As you kno~. ~. Clark 
is d1str1but1n · literature boosting the vnr1ouo towne along tll3 
s~ thern route. including san JJiago. vhich 1s tho logical toroinus of the eotboun.d motorist vho takce the oouthorn route. 

In the near f'uture ve intend to 1ecuo nn ill ustrated 
bookle t set t 1ng forth the a 1vn ntages or tho vn rioue tcmna that 'belong to t~.a aseoc1stion, together with a r:~p showing tho entire 
route, Tlith mileage tnblec. etc. This bo~klot will b e distributed 
in large quantities at strategic points, and n'ill oleo b o cant in 
qunnt1t1os to garases., automobile clubs, travol~ clubs., ~otole 
end chambers or commorce in all pen"ta of the country. 

I am enclosing ear11ple of a postal card a.d which we bavo recently issued and trhicll we oro distributing in large quantities. 
The next ed1t1~n . 111 ehow tho route from Tues on to 'XU-a by r,gy of 
~ o in heavy black lines .. instead ~ f by ttny of Phoenix. Phoon1X hae r otuoed to }oin our aanoc1at1on. In View of tho fact tl~a t sho is not willing T.O bear bar share of the cost of· bringing toorists down this wny and that the roa d t~ Yuma vla A.1o is ehortor and better than v!a Phoon1x. we do not intend to route thron .b t}QflVOl 
by way ot Pboentx. 

You 1n san Diego rcolize mora then \:i8 tho ra ct that )-~ or the westbm nd motor travol that goes through Phoenlx does not reach Son Diogo. for the road between. Phoenix and Ynma to bad ont! 
the rnotor1ate cross the Colorado R1vor into Cnl1forn1e at o1nts oo far north that tow of thorn reach Snn Diego. we toel. thol'Ofore. thot San.Uiego obould havo. and 1ndaad does havo1 more _interest in diverting tranu ont1ne~tal trnvol do n along ~he thorn 
route tban BllJ' other tom along tho routo. Honce 11e ora aeki!'lg 
70u to join th1e aseoc1nt1oa Gf'd assume your ihsre o tho o:xponno 
noceasary to accompl1sh 1to purpoaa.. At the 1rootors 1 ··e 1f'g ln Tucson- men tho mottor \rOD dl~ ueeed 1nfornally, tho Ct:nt!Onoue 
of op1n1on wns tbst $200 month would bo a telr pror~rtl. n rw 
San Diego. t·:a are wllllng to ab1do by your judpmcnt 1n tho ttor. 
When. you join. the a soc1at1on you •111• or co.1r a. be entitled to menborahip on the Boord or Direqtors and to a large shAre in 
shaping the po11e.1oo an1 act1v1t1oa or the orRAnizDt 1on. i la 
mottor wee a1aeusa~d so~•hBt with Col. Pletcher hen he " 1n Tueaon. and e lmo that ho re ·11zos the 1T"'f'Ortonoo or ~nn ~lor;o ·• 
mokln.g an 1mod1nto nnd 1r"tens1ve compa!gn to hr1T11% the tranecon-
tlnontal trovel to Sa ~1e o. 

In· vtow of tho importonco of' tblo r.'lltt t.-: r. both to ~u 
onrt to us 11 WO· s all ask you to take actl n ao soon oe o1 lo nl"d 
1nforrn us or tho r osult. 

Your o vc ry truly-• 

CC - Col. Ed. Flotchor. s .t!. c E T A R Y • 
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November 9 , 1921. 

Col. Ed Fletcher, 
San Diego, California. 

Dear Col. Fletcher: -

I am enclosing herewith copy of a letter which 
Mr. Martin sent yesterday to the San Diego Chamber of 
Commerce, also copy of a letter sent by the Automobile 
Club of Southern California to Mr. 'McArthur , of Phoenix. 
This is a personal letter to you to tell you how I feel 
about this entire matter . I know ~u are a busy man, 
but I also kno~T you have the interests of San Diego as 
much at heart as your own, for they are really identical . 
So I am counting on you to steal EO me time somehow 
to help solve the difficulties that confront us . 

The gist of the A.C. of s. c. letter, if you will 
· take time to sketch it, is that the club refuses to 

proceed any further with the signing program unless 
all the towns along the n... ute can agree on what they 
want on the signs, and the letter even. suggests that 
we call another general meeting or representatives or 
all the towns concerned. Here are the real facts in the 
case: 

At the meeting held hare in Douglas May 28th of 
this year, at wh:lch our association was organized, every 
town of any importance from El Paso to Phoenix, inclusive, 
was represented by from one to a dozen of her most prom-
inent good roads boo~sters. At that meeting a d~finite 
understanding was reached that the A.C. of S. C. was t o 
sign the route. The exact wording on the signs was , by 
inference, left to officials of our .association; the fact 
that we were to have the A.C. of S.C . signs was the main 
thing. 

Then, a month or more ago, the Maricopa County 
Board of Supervisors refused permission to allow the 
signs to be erected. After considerable correspondence 
the matter was straightened out just before the TUcson 
meeting which you attended, v;hen Mr. Vlayland of' Phoenix 
wired us that the signs c culd be put up if the insignia 
of the Automobile Club of Arizona were also put on the 

' I • ' j \ • 
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signs u in Maricopa county. t1 He made the san~e report. 
at the Tucson meeting and it VIas accepted. we thought 
this settled the matter . But the next week, accord-
ing to this recent letter from the A.C. of s.c. , 
Phoenix dem.arided that the Arizona Club insignia go 
on all the signs in Ariz one. . · 

You may recall that at the Tucson meeting 
Phoenix was given two weeks to come into the associ-
ation on the same basis as Douglas, Bisbee and Tucson. 
The time has expired and she has not joined, so we 
are going to forget all about Phoenix and Maricopa 
county . Phoenix has been the only disturbing element 
in the association since it ~as formed, and is solely 
responsible for the fact that the signs are not being 
erected along the entire route this very day. Yet 
she had never contributed one cent to the association • . 
Now that she is no longer a member of the associgtion, 
we are not concerned in her desires or opinions 
about the signing matter . 

This situation, in my opinion, forms a golden 
opportunity for San Diego to get the route from El 
Paso west to San Diego , via Tucson, Ajo and Yuma · 
signed by the A.C. of' S. C. And in my opinion o~ 
are the man to do it; probably the only one who can 
do it . Mr. G. A. Martin, of El Paso, made the state-
ment a t a directors ' meeting held in Tucson October 13 
that it was immaterial to El Paso whether the road was 
signed by Phoenix or Ajo or both; that what El Paso 
wants is a signed highway across the southern section • 
As you probably know, the El Paso Automobile Club 
guaranteed the cost of signing from El Paso north to 
Socorro . The stretches: from Mesilla Perk, N.J.!., as 
far west as the western boundary of Pima county have 
been guaranteed by the various units along the way. 
Money could certainly be obtained to pay the cost' in 
Yunta county and thence on to San Diego .• 

The Californi~ Club says it has no desire to 
put its signs where they are not wanted. Maricopa 
county is the only county tha.t has shown any hostility; 
all the other cities and counties along tho way are 
willing and anxious. to have tho signs erected and to 
pay for the work. I feel su~e that if you will run 
up to Los Angeles and take up this matter personally 
with the C ub officials you can straighten it out to 
the satisfaction of all concerned. 

One of the reasons we do not want the Bankhead 
Highway markers on the signs at this time is because 
they cost nearly $1.00 apiece. B~sides  we aro not 

• 
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sure that we want to remain committed to the Bankhead Highway. we used it in the name of our association reerely because ~t was the best known of the various high;:-ays in this section, and, taken as a whole, probably the best. The Old Spanish Trails would answer the same purpose. To me it gives indications of ultimately being much the liver :mrganization of the two. Vlhat we want is a good, signposted road from the Texas border to San Diego -- it will be just as sweet to us by one name a.s another . 
Nou about San Diego . joining the association and helping support it finan ~all . we reel down here that. it is just as much your fight as ours. Ir San Diego and some of the other towns which should be interested don 1t come to the rescue, we're going 

~o have to throw up the sponge, for we are running lnto debt. Douglas, Bisbee and Tucson are giving 
~1  a month, and ~ve been since September 1. Phoenix wanted to come in for $50 a month, but we refused to admit her on that basis. over in New 1\lexico Deming has promised to give $50 a month• ordsbu:r:s~ N.M • .is giving $25 and Tombstone, A;.iz. $25. El Paso refused to join until the Maricopa situation was settled, but ~e believe will soon 
COt!9 in. 

A letter today front Mr. Clark said that Hills-boro and Eot prin s~ two 11 ttle towns in Nefr Mexico south of Soc=>rro, were planning campaigns to raise money to aid the association. ~ If San Diego and the Imarpial Valley towns will fall into line we can do big things. Naturally, tho smaller towns'will be governed largely by what San Diego does, so we are putt1ng the n!B. tter up to you first. I hope you will take it up vri th the Chamber or Commerce at once and give the~ your honest opinion. 
Please remember that we here in Douglas have no selfish interest· in this matter, any more than any other town along the route. Our Chamber o:f Com-merce con-ceived the idea of the association, and we have spent much time and money trying to put it ove1, in a big way. Ue havo dreamed big things, and we believe those drean~s can be made to come true. We can visualize the time in the not distant future when most of the transcontinental motor travel ~·ill be coming dor.n along the southern border, going from Douglas to San Diego over one of the finest roads in the trorld. There is a wonderful opportunity now for San Diego to take a leading part in bringing the 

"".. . .. .. .. 
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travel down this way, and to establish horself as the logical place ~ere it shall end. And I know of no better way to it than by the methods we propose. Pleaso let me know what you think about it. . 

With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely Yo 

p.s. From a publicity standpoint, your idee of a motol"'cade front El Paso to San Diego is an excellent one but I doubt very ntuch if it could be put over at this time . Fron! a business ~tandpoint r.e have all been pretty hard hit down in this country and most business men are working shor~-handed  ma.king ~ it hard for thenl to get away. Incidentally, \'· ~ are already getting fine results from having our r~eld manager stationed at Socorro. There has been a gig increase in the westbound travel during the past week . I think it would be a n\istal<e for us to have to pull Mr. Clark away from So ,copro and send him to San Diego at this time, so am relying on you to handle the San Diego end fol' us. 

G.E.B. 

• 

--·--------~-------- . ~ 

• 



. . 
•. 

Hov ernbor 
Tenth 

1 9 2 1 

• 

, .. 

l\nst:ol~n  :;ourc of Uover.lber 4th, will say 
' t'h!.!.t \1!> tll'e p~~r1: ulurl: ' erud.ou.; to h!tVO a reooluti,on . . 

p.: ~ d b; ••J1U" : ~.:~: l o:? Ju:pt :t~viso 1•e r)Winl.{ to ·the fact 
that ':10 mnr.ot 'h .~o th9i:r oonse:1t in order to mark tho 
:: o~d.ol .. l;!!l• ~ .out  ~s · .:oll ~n tho Be . .nkhead route. ae tbe 

plr.n is to m ve it mw.•kod 11 Borderlund Rout 9 11 from 

.. ~ o  ::~ ~oll ~o tho "Bank..ltoa(l Route" 

~an Diego tv Yum· .. ~ i.'hoonix, Ploronoe und to El ?uao. 
::nclo::.ed f lnd c,J.ipping from toduy ' s pu-per 

• 

7o ur e ver:l t rnly , 

EF: K1J,{ 

• 

I 

I • a ... . . --

I • 

II 

SOU'rHWESTE::i U BAHKHEAD HIGHWAY OCI TIOI~ 

Douglas , Arizona 

November 28, 1921 . 

Colonel Ed Fle toher, 
Ed r letcher Building , 
San Diego , California. 
Dear Col . ?letcher: 

I take pleasure in enclosing herewith 
authority from the Board of Supervisors of Cochise 
County for the Automobile Club of Southern Cs.li:f-
ornia to erect road signs across Cochise County. 

As stated in. a previous letter to you, 
. the . Chambers of commerce of Douglas and Bisbee 

have guaranteed the cost of this \7ork , so there 
shottld be no furtber difficulty about the matter. 

Yours very trn.ly, 

ELY 1.:~TI  

S E C R E T A R Y. 

1!1/n 

• 

• 



~~f:...:. ~~ ".. . 1...1 

-l J 
~nut turstrrtt 1 aukltra~ ijfigfttuny Ait.anriatinu 

o~o·~o·a •:u ~ s 

Pr · itl ·nt. 
FRED SL-rTEl!. 

BE be~. Ariz. 

Ylcc . Pr" ·hl,·nt, 
T. 'l~ Y .1. KlTT. 

Tucson, Ari:r.. 

Trensnr~r. 

1-·. H. Fl ll 1::1:. 

~r..-tar  

ELY :UAl!TIX. 

!-'lt·ld :\lana~er. 
.l1.\t:RJCE L.\T:K. 

D IIU!CTO.tt ~; 

4: . .\ . .l(ARTJX. 

1•. u. ~  DGP.ES.'. 
Do:rnl'n~ :. :::-;, )1. 

1-'. 1:. c ox. 
LHrtl. burg. X. :\1. 

I i J-: ). J-:. BL"'XT :-:. 
l ·u~l:til . • \rb:. 

J. .J. BU\\'E.s'. 
t:l,..b ... -.• \rh:. 

.\, 11. fL\l!f XJ:;It. 
Tomb tow·. .\riz. 

W. J. BJ-:.s'Xr::TT. 
J~·nson. ,\ rlx. 

Tu on. .-\rl1!. 

.\. ( •. w n~.-:s:-.:. 
J."lr•r•· nc.-, .\ rlz. 

W. 1:. 1\',\ '\'LAS[•. 
l•lar, n·lx, .\ rlz. 

Jo'fl£1, •• ·rrJ-;r:... 
.r. J . H.CJ\n~;. . 

• :. J-:. Ht 'X"l'US. 
. · u. f;c wn-;n. 

W. H.. W.\ n ... \;-.:Tt, 
l•. •J. SX•JJ..,:TU·;,•s. 

HEADQUARTERS: GACSDEN HOTEL BLDG. 

December 16, 1921. 

Col. Ed Fletcher, 
Ed Fletcher Building, 
San Die go, California.. 

Dear Col. Fletcher: 

We are in receipt or a letter from the Phoenix 
Chamber of Conunerce, the gist of which is conte.ine·d in 
the following paragraph: , 

"The Board of Supervisors have agreed to the arrangement for having the road .signed by the Southern California Automobile Cluo, w"i tn: 
the request that the marker of the Automobile 
Club of Ariz ooa be placed on the signs in 
Mericopa County. It ia·probable that other 
counties will be glad to have the· Arizona Club 1s 
emblem oil the sign in addition to the emblem 
of the Soutr...ern california Club. This, hanever , 
is a matter for each individual county to decide 
for itself. n 

You see that Phoenix atlast has come around to our position, Which was also her position when the association was organized at Douglas last May, but from 
which she later departed. I have written Mr. Welch, 
secretary o.f the Phoo nix Chamber of Commerce, that in 
viev; of the fact the. t thiS asso~ iation had worked long e.nd hard, yet unsuccessfully, to induce Maricopa County 
to car·ry out her original pledge to allow the cal ifornis. 
Club to erect its signs, we did not feel disposed to 
interest ourselves further, officially, in the matter , 
particularly since Phoenix is not a member of our 
association. I told him, however, thatha cculd take 
the matter up with you, if he so · desired, as you were 
handling the signing matter for us. I also told him 
that writ ten permission to erect the A. C.S. C. signs in 
Cochise., Pima and Yuma Counties had already been 
sent to you. 

tl .. ' 'f: • .. "' . 

• 

Col. Ed Fletcher II 2 

We regret to have to inform you that our associa-
tion has not n-et with the support that we anticipated. 
Neither El Paso nor Phoenix has joinedJ nor have some 
of the o·ther towns on Vlhi ch we counted ... for support. 
Unless things take a turn for the better, our associa-
tion will soon be a local affair, serving the interests 
of Tucson, Bisbee, Tombstone and Douglas. Ho wever , we 
feel that the road-signing matter does not depend on the 
life of our association, for the various communities 
have guaranteed the cost on their own right. 

Thanks for the clipping about the road celebration 
in Holtville. It was used by the Douglas papers .• 

Thanking you for the assistance you have already 
rendered us, and with kind regards, I am, 

Yours very truly, 

EM/IN S E C R E T A R Y • 

. .. . 



... . ~ 

c 0 p y 

TELEGRAM 

D~ou las  Ari. zona 

January 19, 1922. 
Senator Ralph Cameron, 

V/ashington, D. c. 
Resolution passed by Chamber of Commerce today 
protesting against action of State Enginger in 

failine to recommend Federal ~id for TuQSOn-Yuma 
route. Request you use your in l'luenc_e to have 
Secretary of Agriculture hold up recommendations 
and if agreenent cannot be reached appoint Commission 
o:f Engineers to determine \?hether route is not 
most uracticabl e for border military highway and -
shortest and nearest completed route to southern 
California serving large population of southern 

Arizo·na a s well as transcontinental tourists. 

Chamber of Cormr.erce. 

original to Dr. Hewes 

:.3 . •. • 

'• 

' ' I 

\ ' \.' 

• 

DOUGT.AS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

AUD MillES 

GADSDEU HOTEL BLDG 
DOUGLAS, :\RI~O  

January 20 • 19 22 

Col. Ed Fletcher, 
San Diego, California. 

Dear .Col. Fletcher: 
. 

I enclose herewith co.py of resolution 
passed b'7 the directors of the Douglas Chamber 
of Commerce and Mines at a special meeting held 
~sterda  afternoo·n, and a copy o.f telegram 

sent to Sent or Cameron; also clippings from 
the two ~ou la s papers of this date, all of 

• • whioh is in an effort to obtain Federal Aid for . 
the Tucson-Yuma route. This is for your inforrMtion. 

·With kind personal regards. I sm 

GEU/b 

• 

original to De. Hewes 

.. 

Yours v-ery truly, 

GEO. E. BUXTOlf 

PRESIDEUT by I.U. 

• 



• 

DOU GLAD CHd.l'JBER 0 F COMliERCE 

~ D UINES 

DOUGLAS, J.rizona 
January 19, 1922 

~lH R  4t has been called to our 
attention that Federal Aid has not been 
recommended for the Tucson-Yuma route; and 

• 

\Tn~~s  the directors of the Douglas 
Chamber of Commerce and. l.Iines finnly believe 
that .said route is the most logical high\'.lay 
for transportation of government troops and 
supplies, and is so considered by high army 
o~ii ials  ana also wllll accinnida.te the .large 
transcontinental tourists, we 

THEREFORE. vigorously protest against 
the gross injustice of ignoring a route which 
v~ould connect the thickly populated sections 
o:f southern ~ri ona with the established 
highway systems o:f southern Californi8., there-
:f'or.e , be it 

RESOLVED, tbat copies o.f this resolution 
be sent to the Governor, State Engineer, 
Senators and Representative of Arizona. with an 
urgent reqttest that they use every effort in 
their power to obtain Federal ~id for such route. 

• ••• ( f 

.... 

&I • • • • • . . 

.· 

• 

. , 

I ' • 
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Febrmry 
Eighth 
1 9 2 2 

Mr. Geo. Buxton, 
Douglas, Arizona. 

~Y dear 1!r. Buxton: 
• 

ue held a ~eatin  with reprecentatives or 
the ~uto Club of Southern California ~sterda  
and a delecato frorn all tho c !vic ore;anizatione 
goes to Los ~n eles a week £rom next Thursday to meet 
with the .d.uto Club of Southern California directors, 
in the m~tter o£ insisting upon signing, with Auto 
Club signa, from San Die go to El !'a so, via J. jo, 
also vis Phoenix. 

· we are determined that somehow, some vra:y., 
and imrrediataly, the route from San Diego to El Paso 1 
Texas will be signed the entire distance via Ajo, 
and also via Ehoenix. if Phoenix want a 1 t, but in · 
any case via Ajo. You will hear from us regarding the 
result of thie meeting. 

If we cannot get the cooperation of the 
~uto Club of Southern California in this nntter, my 
091n1on io it is time to break away and form our own 
oreanization along tho border - a closed corporation. 
San Diego and Imperial Countien nave 3,000 mombersbips 
in the .:1uto Club of Sonthorn California, paying them 
nourly $40,000 a year, and we are going to get nomothing 
for our money or know the reason why. 

Yours sincerely. 

EF:!LJl 

aa~e to ?ima County Highway Commission 
U. B. Conway 

• • 

• 

11 I • • • " . '# . .. . .. . .... 

• 

Douglas, Arizona, 

February 27, 1922. 

WHEREAS, the Counties of Cochise, Santa Cruz, Yuma and 
Pima are desirous of completing the unconstructed sections of the 
Tucson-Ajo-Yuma. highway i'n order to secure a direct Eastern and 
Western outlet across the State of Ariz::>na, and 

\\'!!EnEAS, rrThe \'/ar Department believes that the completion 
of this highway is of sufficient National importance to .justify the 
construction of the sectl. on through the Papago Indian Reservation 
by the Federal Government and the expenditure of Federal Aid funds 
on the remaining sections 1 11 in order that the important Army 
posts along the border from El Paso to San Diego may be connected 
by a highway, and 

H~R  Pima County has constructed without assistance 
from the Feder al Government eighty miles of 11 Class A11 highway at 
an expense of $481,000 and there remains to be constructed approx-
imately seventy-f.ive miles in Pima. County, including fc:rty-eight 
miles across the Papago Indian Reserv-tion, and 

WHEREAS, Yuma County has made available $75 000 of her 
recant Bond issue to complete their section of the highway from 
the Yuma-Phoenix road towards Ajo to the Pima County line, and 

• 
WHEREAS, over 1200 ta ~a ers of Pima County have signed 

petiti~ns calling for an election of a Bond issue of $250,000 
to complete the connection with Yuma County, and the other uncon-
structed sectionsof the highway, and 

WHEREAS , the Tucson-Ajo-Yum.a highway is the only route 
in the State traversible 365 days of the year, with no danger of 
washouts and no bridges to cross; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Douglas Chamber of connnerce and 
Mines does hereby urgently request the State Hight·:ay Depar tment to 
designate this route as a secondary highway, entitled to receive 
Federal Aid, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of tlus Resolution be 
sent to the Arizona State Highway Department, and also to Messrs. 
f/heeler, Hevtes, McDonald, of the United States Bure~u of Public 
Roads, Secretary of Agriculture, Secretary of ~ar  ~hief of the 
United States Indian Service, Arizona Good Roads Association, and 
the Arizona representatives in Con r~~s. 

I 

Ge orge E. Buxton, 
President. 

• 



• 

Douglas, Ariz one., 
, 

February 27, 1922. 

\' HEREAS, the Southern Arizona Inter-State Highway, run-
ning from Rodeo, New rexico , thence to Douglas, Bisbee, Tombstone, 
Benson, Tucson, Chandler, !iesa, T,empe, Phoenix, Buckeye , Gila 
Bend, and Yuma, is of priJl1.s.ry importance to the State of Arizona, 
and to the ov~rnment of the United States , and 

WHEREAS, this highway traversing five of the fourteen 
counties of the State in v;hioh there are located 60.3% of the 
entire population of the State, paying taxes on assessed valuation 
of 52.3% of the total taxable \7ealth of the State, and 

·;;EEREAS, this highuay c oone cts the most important Agricul-
tural, Mining, Conanercial, and Educat. ional conuauni ties of the 
State, and 

UBEREAS , .the hi h~a  is nea.rly complete, having more 
miles of constructed road than any other State I~ottte  and 

. 
·;,'EEREAE., the United states Government has called upon 

the :..rizona State Highr:aY. Department .for its reconunendation of 
the desic;nstion of the 7% State Highway system for ~ederal Aid, 
and 

r;&RJLAS, 1~:r. :&~ Donald  Chief of the United States Bureau 
of Public Roads, haE replied as follo\11S in regard to a communica-
t-t or requestil".g information as to \':hather all pl' .. imary rends must 
be paved, "Federal High-;o:ay a~·: specifically requires ample right 
of ~r..  and surface of not less than eighteen feet wide on primary 
high;:-ays. Type of Construction will be determired by Traffic 
requirements and adequate surface must be used in all cases;n 
therefore 

BE IT R~ O D that the Douglas Chamber of Commerce 
and 1:1nes does hel~eb .. urgently request the State Highway Depart-
ment to desi n~te this highr,;ay as a primary int~r- tate highway, 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be 
sePt to the Arizona State HighY:ay Department and to Messrs.· . 

-;;;heeler, Het:es, ~f Donald  of the United States Bureau of Public 
Roads, Secretary of Agriculture , Arizona. Good Roads Asscietion 
and the Arizona representatives in Congress. 

ATTEST: 

• 

• '\ •· , ... 

. 
George E. Buxton, 

President. 

. - -

• 

' 

CEOilCE 1-:. RUXTON 
I .. UIIIL'fl' 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AND MINES 

DOUGLAS. ARIZONA 
March ~- ' 1922. 

... 

Col. Ed Fletcher, 
San Die go, California. 

Dear Col. Fletcher: 

Mr. Buxton has instructed me to inform 
you how pleased we are that you have finally won 
your fight to have the Automobile Club of Southern 
Californi~ signpost. the road from San Diego to 
El Pa.Eo v1a Yuma, A.1o and Douglas. The article 
from the San Diego Union was re-published in the 
afternoon paper l':e~e today, and under separate 
cover, ve are send1ng you a copy. . 

This is to assure you that we of 
Cochise County are delighted to knor.' that we are 
to hsve the A. c. of S.c. signs through this county, 
and that we guarantee to bear our share of the . 
expense of installirtg them, the same as if the 
original plan had gone tb..rough last year. 

\''~ nro enclosing copies of t\·ro 
resolutions recently adopted by this organizati:>n 
concerning road ~attars . · 

Please keep us informed of any 
developments in the matter . 

Yo'tlfl s very truly, 

EM: IN T A R Y • 

------- -------..-- "'. -

ELY MARTIN 
~. T 
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, 

Cb ~bor o Comm oe, 
Douglas Ari :!Ons 

ZJaroh 7, 1922 

I 

A tt nt ion L1r. El:v Lt!lrtin, s_ec.' y 

Gentl en: 

Ann rine yours of the 4th, I ppreoiat~ your 
et or I s boen a rht tl1s.t you itt e real ze but 
e r>ut the bnck p to th at i · '"ht wheth r t is to 
a :?hooni:x or ~ Di _110, anc they o thru. 

is ettor is not for mbll.C! tion, . but ~o rc 
no\'7 on t ·llo ieht tr ck nd .. e are eoi «" to ..:ee 90un ine 
n. 'J nn ~11 '!7e . t .. a are after. T .· Attto C ttb is 
no nutting tho slsns t~ en· Y rna nrl jo. 

n A i o lro d o 1a any , , 
to co over !lnd 1 it :von county. TO tl .... n 

ronal r t,"Srdo, I am 

y your , 
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