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V. A Plethora of Passes  

Once when I was a reporter in Vietnam I saw a shipload of rice 

in a Saigon harbor, a gift from the United States. That same 

day I had flown over rice paddies the United States had destroyed 

with poisonous sprays. 

We have the same ambivalence toward the Mexicans. With one 

hand we strengthen the Border Patrol to keep illegal immigrants 

out, and with the other we issue passes indiscriminately. 

Once I asked Immigration officials in Washington, D.C., to 

give me a list of the passes most generally used for crossing. 
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Several officers worked on the list, and they came up with 

ten documents. Mexicans use one card most frequently of all, 

however. It is called a Local Border Crossing Card. I asked 

Inspector Leo Soto: just how many of the cards have been issued? 

"Oh," he replied, "we have no way of knowing." 

Immigration has never kept count? 

"No," he said, "we've kept no record of them." 

I visualize anew the tribulations and hardships suffered 

by poor, unschooled mojados  while millions of other Mexicans, 

shrewd enough to fill out a form, walk through our Ports of 

Entry with a simple Local Border Crossing Card. There are 

several ways to secure a Local Border Crossing Card. One may 

apply to authorities, fill out the proper forms and with good 

luck get the card in about six weeks. If you are not adept at 

writing, filling out a form and dealing with the bureaucracy, 

you might 'borrow' a card that belongs to a friend or acquain-

tance. Several illegals told me this is an easier way to get 

into the United States than swimming the river or walking across 

the desert. Border Patrolmen agreed. 

"It's very simple to come across with a Local Border Crossing 

Card," Agent D.S. Rankin of San Diego said. "A Mexican can 

find a number of people who looks like him. Maybe he says, I'd 

sure like to get across but I don't want to run across because 

they'd probably grab me. So.akcousin says: Go through the 
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Luckey  paused for  breath,  an d  then,  de lighte d at  showing  
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documents  and pass  judgment  on  
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Fur thermore,  current  prop os als  could lead 

emp loymen t  discriminat ion  agains t  brown-skinned and non-English 

accente d p ersons.  

wi ll remain  uncertain  of the  outcome.  

Meanwhi le,  as  usual,  those  mos t  direct ly  invo lved is  res o lve d.  
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