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• 	PRESS RELEASE 	PRESS RELEASE 	PRESS RELEASE 

Contact Person: Committee On Chicano Rights 

Herman Baca 

For Immediate Release 

October 20,1977 

SAN DIEGO, CA....We are here to speak out against 

the intrusion of extremist, racist, terrorist and vigilante 

groups into an already tense situation at the United States/ 

Mexican border, who evidently have the tacit approval of the 

INS/Border Patrol. 

"These extremists, racist, vigilante groups have 

declared their intent to roam the border areas, armed, with 

the stated purpose of apprehending "Mexican" looking indi-

viduals." 

We are here to state, today, that Chicano commun-

ities, from the U.S., will not tolerate or meekly submit 

to terrorist harrasments, intimidations, or interruption, 

of their daily lives. Let it be made clear, right now, 

least any of these individuals have the mistaken idea that 

Chicanos are going to submit pOssively; that any action 

taken by these groups against our people will call forth 

an immediate response in kind. We shall not tolerate any 

abuses upon our person, or denial of our human, civil, 

or constitutional rights, or suffer the arrogance of any 

self-proclaimed vigilante groups. These are not the 1850's 



• when racists could, with impunity, persecute and commit violence 

against a defenseless Mexican population. 

15 million Latinos in these United States will 

not sit idly by, while extremists' groups take the law into 

their own hands. We too, have learned the lessons of Missi-

ssippi and Texas. 

For the last 7 years, through the Nixon, Ford, 

and Carter administrations, whe have spoken out for the 

creation of a just, humane and responsible immigration po-

licy. We have repeatedly condemned the militarization of 

the border. 

We have decried, repeatedly, the human degrada-

tion, brutalities, harrassements, rapings, and killings 

that have occurred on these borders. 

We have repeatedly condemned the use of the local 

police, border task force, and sheriff deputies, in carrying 

out INS/Border Patrol functions. These actions have only 

served to solidify the violent nature of proposed solutions. 

Long have we raised our voices against the man-

ipulation of the undocumented alien issue to a point of 

hysteria by self-serving interests. 

The total breakdown of reasonable discourse has nadoccurred. 

The continued insistence of attempting ro resolve the un-

documented worker problem through the policies of "Control 

and Containment," implemented by PARA MILITARY FORCES and 

DOCTRINES has led to its' inevitable conclusion...The break-

down of law and order. 



We hold the Carter Administration responsible for 

its failure to comprehend the problem of Latin Americans 

in-migration, 	 /A/  terms comorlo.4.-444.at of control or con- 
Exc 45,07-  

tainment. We charge the Carter Administration with failure 

to produce an effective immigration policy which is just, 

reasonable, and humane. We hold Lionel Castillo, Commissioner 

of the INS to blame for the current situation for his failure 

and inability to control the operations of the INS, the 

Border Patrol, or its' officials in the field. 

Finally, we hold accountable, the local police, 

the politicians and the media, who through their manipulation 

of a serious issue have contributed to the present hysteria 

surrounding the undocumented alien issue. 

As responsible representatives of the Nation's 

Latino population, we demand the following: 

J ifek. 
1. The immediate removal of INS  lia.gi-orr."0:4,sme.m,46or,  James 

O'Keefe and Alan Clayton, Director Support, and of any other 

official that is responsible for the current situation. 

2. An immediate congressional investigation of the whole 

border situation. 

3. An immediate meeting of the Carter Administration with 

those most affected by the issue. 

4. An immediate disavowal from the Carter Administration of 

the INS implied support of extremist, racist groups. 

5. An immediate telegram, incorporating these demands, and 

411 	bearing the signatures of all the responsible leaders of the 

• 

• 



i 

• 	State and Nation, will be sent to President Carter. 
"The warnilis sounded. We can do no more..." 

• 

• 
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Press Release 
February 14, 1995 

Contact: San Diego Hispanic News Services 
Tel: (619) 231-9823 
Fax: (619) 231-9180 

NATIONAL CITY. National City Chicano Human Rights Activist 
and National City Businessman Herman Baca today suffered a 
second attack against the headquarters of the Committee on 
Chicano rights (CCR) and his business, Aztec Printing Company 
by unidentified persons. The attack resulted in both large 
window panes of the CCR Headquarters and his business Aztec 
Printing being shattered 

The first .  attack occurred Late Tuesday night February 7 
1995, when two large rocks weighing betWeen five and eight 
pounds were hurdled'against the buildings main plate windows. 
Baca said, "A rook went right through the left plate window 
making a hole approximately one foot inAiameter but did not 
shattr the whole plate. A second rock weighing about 6 pounds 
was hurled through the adjacent plate window making a hole 
approximately eight iinches in diameter. That window was not 
shattered either." The incident is alledged to have happened 
in the early morning hours. 	 • 

The National City Police were informed the morning after 
when Baca arrived at his print shop and discovered the damage.. 
National City Police Officer J. Kenneth White conducted the 
investigation. 

"I was willing to write it off as vandalism by unknown 
persons until I received two "hate calls" the following 
afternoon, said Mr. Baca. "The first caller made it very clear 
that he hated "Mexican Greasers" and that they were out to 
get them. He made . taunting . statements in reference to Prop. 
187 and hung up." No more than 15 minutes later I received 
another "hate call".. The first calleri it was clear was a 
young White male. The second caller was an older White male 
but the message was the same. This one threatening to come 
on over and taking care of business." 

Early Sunday mornig, February 12, 19.95 accofding to witnesse 
the two large 8 x 8 double plated windows were completely shatter 
ed, along with the neonIsig411, the front office was Elitiered 
with broken glases . and debris. The witnesses were unablezto 
identify the.indiViduals but noted thay it happened around 
seven in the morning. In neither instance was any efort made 
to steal or destroy the printing or computer equipment inside. 

Community members who quickly came•to thr haedquarters of 
the CCR were quick to recognize - that the attack was not against 
Herman Baca the Businessman but against Herman Baca the 
symbolic figure of the Chicano movement which has fought for 
over 25 years against the racism and diScrimination against 
the Mexican-American Community. 
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FROM AZTEC PRINTING CO. 	 TO 4745035 

This time Officer Don Smith conducted the investigaiton far 
the National City Police Department. No identification of the 
individuals has been made. 

The incident has been reported as a "hate crime" to the 
telephone company in addition to the National City Police. 

Baca is a leader in the Chicano movement since the 1960's Air 
has been in the forefront for the Civil and Constitutional 
Rights of persons of Mexican ancestry. Recently he as a 
spokeman at a "Post Mortem" on Prop. 187 which was held at U.C. 
Riveside university. Baca along with Reyes Lopez Tijerina, land 
grant fighter of New Mexico, and Jose Angel Gutierrez founder of 
La Raza Unida Party of Texas presented a historical background 
to Chicano activism in the U.S. and its relationship to Prop 187. 

Editors: Mr. Baca can be reached at (619) 477-3800 

TOTAL P.03 
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NOTICIA DE PRENSA 
15 de febrero de 1995 

Comunicarse con: 
	

San Diego Hispanic News Service 
Tel: (619) 231-9823 
Fax: (619) 231-9180 

National City. 	El activista a favor de los Derechos Humanos Chicanos (DHCH) y 
hombre de negocio de National City, Herman Baca, sufrio un segundo ataque en las oficinas 
del Comite de Derechos Humanos Chicanos y en su negocio, Aztec Printing Company, por 
personas no identificadas. Los ataques estrellaron dos ventanas de escaparte de las Oficinas 
de DHCH y de Aztec Printing. 

El primer ataque ocurrio el martes por la noche, 7 de febrero de 1995, con el impacto de 
dos piedras grandes entre cinco y ocho libras de peso al ser lanzadas contra las ventanas de 
escaparate del edificio. Segtin Baca, "Una piedra traspas6 la ventana izquierda haciendo 
un hoyo de aproximadamente de un pie en diametro, pero no estrellando la ventana por 
completo. Una segunda piedra de aproximadamente seis libras de peso fue lanzada contra 
la segunda ventana haciendo un hoyo de algunas ocho pulgadas en diametro. La ventana 
no se estrello completamente tampoco. Este incidente, se alega, ocurrio en las tempranas 
horas de la madrugada. 

La policia de National City fue notificada la mariana despues de que Baca Rego a su 
imprenta y descubri6 el dano. El oficial de policia de National City, J. Kenneth White se 
encargo de la investigaciOn. 

"Estaba dispuesto a explicarlo como un acto de vandalismo por personas 
desconocidas hasta que recibi dos "Ilamadas de odio" la tarde del dia. siguiente. "La persona 
de la primera llamada telefonica dijo claramente que odiaba a `mexicanos grasientos' y que 
andaban persiguiendolos. En tono de burla se mof6 de la Propuesta 187 y colgO." No 
habian transcurrido 15 minutos cuando recibio una segunda "llamada de odio." Era evidente 
que la voz de la primera llamada era la de un sajOn joven. La segunda llamada era la voz 
de un hombre saj6n maduro. Ambas llamadas impartieron el mismo mensaje de odio. Este 
ultimo amenaz6 con venir personalmente a arreglar el asunto." 

En la madrugada del domingo, 12 de febrero 1995, segun testigos, las dos ventanas 
midiendo ocho por ocho pies cuadrdos fueron completamente rotas, incluyendo el anuncio 
de neon de la imprenta. Las vidrieras se hicieron aiiicos y la oficina central se vio invadida 
de vidrios rotos y basura. Los testigos no pudieron identificar a los individuos pero notaron 
que el incidente ocurrio alrededor de las 7 de la matiana. En ninguno de los incidentes 
trataron de robar o destruir el equipo de imprenta o las computadoras (ordenadores de 
datos). 



Los miembros de la comunidad que acudieron inmediatamente a las oficinas de los 
Derechos Humanos Chicanos reconocieron que los ataques no fueron contra Herman Baca, 
el hombre de negocio, sino contra Herman Baca, la figura simbOlica del movimiento chicano 
que ha luchado incansablemente por los illtimos 25 arios contra el racismo y discriminacion 
dirigida hacia la comunidad mexico americana. 

El oficial Don Smith del Departamento de Policia de National City condujo la 
investigacion de este segundo incidente. Hasta la fecha no se han identificado a los 
individuos que perpetraron esta fechoria. 

El incidente ha sido reportado como un "crimen de odio" a la comparila telefOnica y al 
Departamento de Policia de National City. 

Baca es un lider del movimiento chicano desde los arios 1960 y ha estado al frente de la 
lucha por los derechos civiles y constitucionales de las personas de descendencia mexicana. 
Recientemente fue uno de los voceros en la convocatoria sobre el 'post Mortem' de la 
Proposicion 187 en la Universidad de California en Riverside. En la convocacion Baca 
estuvo acompanado por el legendario Reyes Lopez Tijerina, Tigre del Norte de Tierra 
Amarilla, Nuevo Mexico, luchador por la recuperacion de las mercedes, los terrenos de los 
descendientes mexicanos de Nuevo Mexico. Tambien estuvo presente Jose Angel Gutierrez, 
fundador del Partido Raza Unida en Texas. Gutierrez presento un fondo histOrico del 
activismo chicano en los Estados Unidos y la relaciOn con la Proposicion 187. 

Editor: 	Si desea comunicarse con el Sr. Baca, llame at (619) 477-3800. 
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CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc 

For Immediate Release 

February 15, 1995 

HATE CRLME REPORTED AGAINST CHICANO ACTIVIST' 

National City. Ca 	Fi r 15, 1995 

NATIONAL CITY'S CHICANO HUNLAN RIGHTS AC: IVIST AND BUSINESSMAN HERMAN BACA, 

HAS TWICr BEEN THE TARGET OF HATE CREMES, BY UNI.:..NOWN PERSO'CS„AT HIS PLACE Of BUSI-

NESS AND HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON CI \\C ;J..IGHTS (CCR). THE. ATTACKS HAVE 

RESULTED IN TWO LARGE PLATE WINDOWS, THAT FRC' - ; BEING DESTROYED 

THE FIRST ATTACK OCC UP,RED LATF TUE srs AY N 	 R GE ROCKS 

WERE THROWN AGAINST THE P.',TILDING'S TWO 17, . 

ACCORDING TO BACA, CHAIRMAN OF THE OMNI 	 • c: 	I•UC/HTS. O'Njh OF THE 

ROCKS MADE A HOLE APPROXIMATELY A FOOT TN 	 - 1 F,T2,. RdOlIT PLAIT NA,'INDOW. THE 

SECOND ROCK MADE A HOLE APPROXIMATELY UGH': . 	IN Di \'.[ETER IN THE LEFT SIDE 

PLATE WIND0'.i THE ROCKS LA_^.-DED INSIDE THE OM( FACH WEIGHING ARCil."ND POUNDS. 

NEITHER WINDOW WAS SHATTERED THE INCIDENT OCi. -  :,.RED IN THE EARLY :',ICANING HOURS. 

THE NATIONAL CITY POLICE. DEPARTMENT WAS 	RVII.1) AND OFFICER J KENN1 TH WHITE 

WAS DISPATCHED TO INVESTIGATE THE INCIDENT 

" I FIGURED IT WAS J1 sT A RANDOM ACT OF VAN 11V,ISM BY UNKNOWN PERSONS UNTIL I 
RECEIVED THE TWO 'HATE CALLS' THE FOLLOWING Al 1 ER NOON,' BACA SAID. " THE FIRST 

CALLER MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE HATED "NIEXICAN GREASERS' AND THAT THEY WERE OUT TO 

GET THEM. HE THEN MADE TAUNTING STATEMENTS AND MADE REFERENCE TO PROPOSITION 

187 AND HUNG UP NO MORE THAN 15 MINUTES LATER, I RECEIVED ANOTHER 'HATE CALL.' 

"'THE. FIRST CALLER SOUNDED LIKE A YOUNG WHITE MALE. THE SECOND CALLER SOUNDED 

LIKE AN OLDER WHITE MALE BUT THE MESSAGE WAS THE SAME. THE SECOND CALLER THREAT 

710 E. 3rd Street 
National City CA 91950 

(619) 477.3800 
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ENED TO COME OVER AND FINISH TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS 

EARLY SUNDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 12, 1995 THE i -WO 8FT X 8FT PLATE WINDOWS WERE 

COMPLETELY SHATTERED ALONG WITH TWO OFFICE NEON SIGN.; THE FRONT OFFICES, WHICH 

ALSO SERVE AS THE OFFICES OF AZTEC PRINTERS WE K.F LITTERED WITH GLASS AND DEBRIS. 

WITNESSES SAID THE INCIDENT HAPPENED AT AROI7NT) SE VI:N IN THE MORNING. IN NEITHER 

INSTANCE WERE ANY EFFORTS MADE TO STEAL OR DESTROY THE. PRINTING EQUIPMENT OR TO 

STEAL THE COMPUTERS AND OTHER OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

ONCE AGAIN THE NATIONAL CITY POLICE D1.P \RIME\ vr AS NOTIFIED AND OFFICER DON 

SMITH CONDUCTED AN TNVES I IGATION.  

COMMUNITY MEMBERS, 1; h0 1. ► ,:ICKLY CAME TO THE HEADQUARTERS AEI -ER LEARNING 

OF THE INCIDENT, WERE QUI , : K TO RECOGNIZE THAI THE ATIACK WAS NOT AGAINST HERMAN 

BACA, THE BUSINESSMANAGAINST }FERMAN BACA, A SYMBOLIC FIGURE OF IFIE CHICANO 

MOVEMENT THAT HAS O R OVER 25 YEARS AGAINS1 RACISM, DISCRLMINATION AND 

FOR THE C -VIL A\ C O S 	! 't 	•rz iGHTS OF THE MEXICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY. 

BACA'S ',■!0-  : F,ECL \ 	 b WAS AS A SPOKESMAN AT A POSTMORTLM ON PROP 

187, HELD AT C.C. RIVERSIDE 	 \G V ITH REYES LOPEZ TUT RNA, LAND GRANT FIGHTER 

OF NEW MEXICO AND JOSE A\ 	7 ERREZ, FOUNDER OF LA RAZA UNIDA PARTY OF TEXAS 

PRESENTED A HISTORICAL 	,.; 	oF THE CHICANO ACTIVISM IN THIS COUNTRY AND ITS 

RELATIONSHIP ;0 PROP 187 

THE ATTACKS ANT) CALLS liAVF 	isEEN LABELED AS HATE CRIMES BY THE NATIONAL 

CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

-30- 

(Note to Editors: Mr. 13.-1: -..a can he re.: ,. - ••:. a! 61()-477-3800) 



OFFICE OF 

THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 

GREGORY THOMPSON 
ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

SOUTH BAY BRANCH 
500 3RD AVENUE 

CHULA VISTA, CA 91910-5694 
(619)691-4695 

PAUL J. PFINGST 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

February 22, 1995 
Ref: 95-01277 
Date of Incident:02-11-95 

HERMAN BACA 
710 E. 3RD ST. 
NATIONAL CITY, CA. 91950 

Dear HERMAN BACA: 

The Victim Witness Assistance Staff of the Chula Vista District 
Attorney's Office have reviewed your crime incident report. As a 
Victim you are entitled to services that you may not know are 
available to you. There are agencies throughout San Diego County 
that offer a variety of services including emergency food, 
temporary housing, clothing and counseling. 

If I can be of further help of if you have any questions please 
call me at (619) 691-4539. 

Sincerely, 

KITTY R. WALL 
INVESTIGATIVE SPECIALIST 
CHULA VISTA DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 
VICTIM/WITNESS ASSISTANCE 

KRW:ag 

NI 
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CALIFORNIA COALITION of HISPANIC ORGANIZATIONS  
P.O. BOX 1026 • SACRAMENTO, CA 95812 

March 1, 1995 

Helen Copley, Editor 
San Diego Union 
Post Office Box 191 
San Diego, California 92112 

RE: 	HERMAN BACA 

Dear Ms. Copley: 

Reference attached newsarticle. 

I don't believe the San Diego Union covered this event 
regarding a "hate crime" against one of the leading Hispanic 
figures in California and throughout the nation. 

Failure to cover such a story is a disservice to your reading 
public. 

Sincerely, 

MARIO G. OBLEDO 
Chairman 
(916) 441-3626 

MGO:dw 
Enclosure 



March 3, 1995 

Bro. 

Enclosed is a copy of the letter that Obledo wrote to Frank Del Olmo. 

You are not alone 	There are quite a lot of folks that care about 

you. Dont trust any gringos for they speak with forked tongues. 

Be prepared y que no te agaren a boca de jaro 	 

Dime en que otra cosa te puedo ayudar. 



March 2, 1995 

Helen Copley, Publisher 
The San Diego Union 
P.O. BOX 191 
San Diego, California 

Re: 	Hate Crime Report 

This is a letter of inquiry about the total lack of news reports 
regarding the recent racial slurs and twice breaking of storefront 
plate glass window at the Aztec Print Shop owned and operated by 
Mr. Herman Baca. The National City Police have classified this as 
a racial hate crime since there were telephone conversations with 
a person who made racial slurs and attempted to intimidate Mr. 
Baca. 

Herman Baca is a dedicated civil minded community activist. He has 
been in the forefront of many battles having to do with violations 
of peoples civil and/or constitutional rights. 	Mr. Baca is a 
nonviolent person, a small print shop operator trying to support 
his family. Is it because he is the Chairman of The Committee On 
Chicano Rights and has been standing up for his people for over 
thirty years and now Prop. 187 makes him look bad as the spokesman 
for Mexican-Americans. Is this the reason why your newspaper shuns 
shedding light on this "HATE CRIME". 	Is this crime not a 
newsworthy item because of the individual and the ethnicity of the 
cultural group that he represents. God Bless America 	 
God Shed Some Light On Thee.... 

Henry Collins 

Concerne citizen 

cc: LA/Times Mirror 
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March 3, 1995 

Henry Collins 
7322 Loma Verde Way 
Sacramento, California 95822 
Tel. (916) 395-4296-home 

654-2047-work 
Mr. Frank Del Olmo 
C/O Editorial Department 
L.A. Times 
Mirror Square 
145 S. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, California 90053 

Re: 	When Is A Racial Hate Crime Not News Worthy? 

Dear Mr. Del Olmo: 

I must start this letter by expressing my eternal gratitutde to you for your 
professional intervention when I was wrongly being accused of being involved with 
certain prison gangs. Had it not been for your investigative reporting and 
newspaper reporting I would not be employed by the Stat Of California and looking 
foreward to retirement from this system in the not too distant future. 

The objective of this letter is to call your attention to the plight of another 
brother who's life and business are being placed in jeopardy by the racist red 
necks in the San Diego area. You are acquainted with Herman Baca. He is chairman 
of the Committee On Chicano Rights. He support his family through the operation 
of a small print shop located in National City. Last month his front plate glass 
windows were broken twice. Herman is receiving racist telephone calls and the 
National City police have classified this matter as a race related hate crime. Yet, 
the only newspaper that gave this matter any coverage was La Prensa San Diego the 
only community concerned newspaper in San Diego when it comes to shedding light 
on Chicano matters. I question when is a racial hate crime not worthy of media 
coverage? Is it because the individual involved is well known as a community 
activist and of Mexican descent? Is this the fruit of of proposition 187? 

I wholeheartedly entreat you to look into this matter and give the incidents 
occuring here appropriate coverage and allow th public to know what Peter Wilson 
and his band of racists are fomenting in this country. 

One again Gracias for all of the work that you did on my behalf. You helped 
put matters in their proper perspective and thereby safeguarding my civil service 
employment with the Stat Of California. 

Sincerament 
muy agradecido, 



zen 

March 2, 1995 

Helen Copley, Publisher 
The San Diego Union 
P.O. BOX 191 
San Diego, California 

Re: 	Hate Crime Report 

This is a letter of inquiry about the total lack of news reports 
regarding the recent racial slurs and twice breaking of storefront 
plate glass window at the Aztec Print Shop owned and operated by 
Mr. Herman Baca. The National City Police have classified this as 
a racial hate crime since there were telephone conversations with 
a person who made racial slurs and attempted to intimidate Mr. 
Baca. 

Herman Baca is a dedicated civil minded community activist. He has 
been in the forefront of many battles having to do with violations 
of peoples civil and/or constitutional rights. 	Mr. Baca is a 
nonviolent person, a small print shop operator trying to support 
his family. Is it because he is the Chairman of The Committee On 
Chicano Rights and has been standing up for his people for over 
thirty years and now Prop. 187 makes him look bad as the spokesman 
for Mexican-Americans. Is this the reason why your newspaper shuns 
shedding light on this "HATE CRIME". 	Is this crime not a 
newsworthy item because of the individual and the ethnicity of the 
cultural group that he represents. God Bless America 	 
God Shed Some Light On Thee.... 

Henry Collin

Conce 

cc: LA/Times Mirrorl 



Committee on Chicano Rights, inc 

April 8, 

Marc G. Oblc,do 
Chalrnan 
Californi6 
of ELspanic Crganizatons 
P.O. Box 1626 
Sacrement -), CA 95812 

Estimado Mario: 

My deepest and most sincere "Gracias" for your recent 
letter of concern and protest regarding the "hate crime" to 
the Sari Diego "onion". The fact that the gringo media choose 
not to cover the "hate crime" is understandable in light of 
their historical racism. The fact that so many of our hermanos 
in struggle also choose to ignore it speaks volumes about 
thtf political awareness in our community. The fact that you 
did is not only comendable, but also manifest that "some' 
Mexicans in this state understand the "hate" that ,3overnor 
Pito Wilson an his richt wing goons have unle a shed aganist 
all persons of Mexican anc«-stry in the state of California. 
Once again yraci.s and a big abrazo to you. 

stta la Victoria; 

.e../t/Otvh• 
Herman Bace, Ch' 

710 East 3rd Strapt • National City, CA 92050 • 619-474-8195 
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Sunday, October 23, 1977 THE SAN DIEGO UNION C-3 

ermaner  
"m ybol of the Ku Klux Klan was t •  

spray-painted Thursday night or 
Friday morning in front of the National.  
City home of Chicano activist Herman 
B ca, police said. 

e symbol, with the words 'White 
t 	er" scrawled above it, was painted 

:des driveway in a neighborhood 
,..i•thiin National City. 

fri'essage on the sidewalk' read, 
" go back to where you came 
fr.'(Mexico).", 

Baca had just hours before said in a 
press conference that "Chicano 
communities from the United States" 
would not tolerate the KKK's an-

' nounced planp to help patrol the U.S.- 
, Me 

of 'organizations, ,inclUding his —Own 
Committee for Chicano Rights, Ralph 
Arreola, a San Diego Legal Aid Society 
attorney, made -the report to police 
along with other committee members.  

He said ,a threat against Baca was 
also made over the phOpe .  via Baca's 

- 

'father , who also l' 	 al CiCity.

- better slow do 

	City. 
.n h "They told him to" 
f. said 

Arreola. 	 , 	. 
Baca's phone number is ? •fflisted. 

. Baca was not available for comment. 
But Arreola said he had requested that 
his address not be published. 

Arreola said Baca had aVirst.not 
wanted to report the threats h 

' spray-pairiting to police, but gom- 
mittee members had talked  •  • iito it. 

• . 
•*- 1: 

• 

*order for illegal aliens. 
;as a spokesman for a number 

S-10 

4%. 



Duke repeated his assertions 
that the Klan will carry out 
its own border patrol activi-
ties to keep aliens from en- 
terin

The K1
g the country illegally. 

press collie 
walk outside 
cisco Press 
was refused 
use its facilities. 

d a 
side- 
ran- 

he 
on to 

Tuesday to help detect ille-
gal immigrants entering the 
United States from Mexico. 

About 80 persons repre 
senting 20 grass-roots organ-
izations attended a commu-
nity meeting held at the Chi-
cano Federation offices to 
hear the plea for remaining 
calm. The groups ranged 
from a Puerto Rican inde-
pendence group to Chicano 
student organizations at 
local colleges. 

Among those at the meet-
ing were Clarence Pendle-
ton, executive director of the 
San Diego Urban League, 
and National City Council-
man J. Louis Camacho. Pen-
dleton told the gathering 
that blacks are opposed to b 
the "old South in the new 
West." 

Camacho said he despises 
he Klan's announced pres-
nce at the border and urged 

strate local Chicano opposi 
tion to the KKK at the bor 
der. 

_ 	KKK national leade 
David Duke has announced 

_ the Klan will institute a 
"border watch" be  

Sunday, I.Qthiber 23 

By GEORGE RAMOS 
Staff Writer, The San Diego Union 

Leaders of a citizens coali 
tion opposed to the. threat 
ened border watch by the Ku 
Klux Klan urged local Chica 
nos yesterday to remain cool 
in the wake of a cross-burn 
ing and the painting of KKK 
symbols on the homes of two 
Chicanos. 

The home of Herman Baca 
of National City, the coali- 

, tion's chief spokesman, was 
vandalized Thursday night. 
Police are still investigating. 

"Let others know that we 
stand firm," said Jesse 
Ramirez, executive director 
of the Chicano Federation of 
San Diego County, Inc. 'Tol- 
low us, don't be misdirect- 
ed." 

Several other leaders en- 
dorsed - Ramirez's plea that 
local Chicanos should not be 
provoked by acts of vandal- 
ism. 

Attorney Rafael Arreola, 
the coalition's legal adviser, 
said reasonable steps will be 
taken to protect coalition 
members and their leaders. 
-Arreola also announced e 

plans for a peaceful march 
next Saturday — beginning 
in San D' o, crossing the 
border 	'ngs with Mexican 	and re- 
turning h 	7,r,-tret 

demon- 

• 

- the meeting to continue its 
- opposition to the KKK. 

Camacho's presence 
r surprised many at the meet-

ing because of political dif-
ferences the councilman and 
Baca have had in the past. 
Baca and others unsuccess-
fully tried to recall Camacho 
from office , several years 
ago. 

Baca did not attend yester-
day's meeting and has gone 
into seclusion, associates 
said. 

Meanwhile, police are in-
vestigating the latest in a 
series of incidents involving , 
the discovery of KKK slo-
gans at area homes in recent 
days. A vacant duplex 
owned by 'the city Housing 
Authority, located at 833 49th 
St., was broken into and the 

"KKK" were ' 
scratched 	walls of 
the home, 	ester- 
day. Nine 	o are 
roken. 
In San Fr 	„triday, 

ING PAINTING OF KKIVNITIALS 
*it 

icanos Urged To Remain Calm 



Martin 
San Bernardin( 
Dashawn, atte 
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active role at a Latino Leadership 	Gutierrez was one of the founding • 	I think the younger generation is.  Conference this past weekend. • , .. members and with the LRUP, the 

	

educated and strong enough to take 	< Chicano/Latino leaders represent-, 1,twolparty system with an Anglo-  over (the Chicano movement)," said . ing many local, state and national • Democrat running against an • Tijerina. 
 

organizations were part of . the • Anglo-Republican Was broken. .: "I think we didn't finish," said 
Second Latino Leadership Summit Gutierrez and his follOWers reached. . 

Gutferre. "When we begin to talk' • Conference held last Friday and  Victory, winning four 	of seven seats about nation buildino we begin to Saturday at UC Riverside. • 	
on the' Crystal. City Board of, talk about tlie rights of our people .Tijerina is known for his struggle Education. City cot i 	i council candidates 

,.  
to,a homeland we have not finished to regain land grants guaranteed 

to'.' were elected in three cities including that agenda. We did not finish ,  
in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Crystal City., 

	• • because we didn't have enough He organized and led marches on the 	The ,eleetion, made change' for New Mexico -state capital. On 	 ' niimberS. We were nOt , a critical Chicanos a‘reality as' 15 La Raza mass, sufficient enough to 
carry a October 15, 1966 he led the - Unida candidates were elected, . struggle of that 

magnitude.. We are 
'  

: 
organization, La Alianza Federal de .. :including'two new mayors, two' now sufficient numbers, hut now Mercedes (the' Federal Alliance of 

school hoard. majorities .and two • we need to carry the message Land' Grants), and occupied the., 'city council majorities: ,, • 
	again." 	' 	; 	-. 	' • . national forest campgrounds known 

The school hoards Were quick.' -to ' "I would tell young people you as the Echo Amphitheatre.., 	• , -', 
initiate , bilingual, and :bicultural have to struggle. There , are 'no ..- Tijerina met opposition from the , 
curriculum's. ChiCanO teachers mid .victories - without n struggle," said New Mexico Rangers and after a '  
counselors were hired. 	• • 	•  series of confrontations, he was - 	

Another Chicanci. leader who. 	-''" : ' --.  sentenced to two years in. a state  .'_ 
gained ,  national  'recognition  was  ''• ,-.The three leaders  along with  the 

forefrOnt in the tight for civil 	' The struggle Was for quality .‘ revealed 'its .,: plan to patrol ti,... rights.' , ' 	' 	, 	
'• 

	' eduCation for Chicanos. Students united.. States-': 
To some they are oldtimers who . , were frustrated and no longer would Chicanos 

Irro , ' 'are ss till hanging in there. But to 	tolerate discrimination: The road to  others, Herman Baca, Jose .Angel chan,Cin.,  Crystal , City .was long KKK pl , •!! Gutferrez, and Reies Lopez Tijerina but soon the Chicanos realized that. agai n at th e  !mei wil t, are heroes. , ' 	
march Of Over 1000 Chicanos at g educat, 

. 	. a change could take Place and in the 	 baca icd a gett i ng ! ix;  
Their names are just as familiar spring of 1970 Raza 'organized to  the border , in';.San' Ysidro to 

' 	. 0,
et 	t 

little onefj
.',.  

, 
to the Chicano 

community' as is form the La kaza Unida Party denounce the KKK .  : ; ;,' Cesar .Chavez. All three took an (LRUP). 	 'legislatioo'4 

protect They have been a major force in a strategy" tO effeetiVely impact the,,',.. Chicano Rights led over 500 Perez, 
the Chicano movement, for nearly Chicano ,comtnuarty of 'Crystal ,'-4.kcketers in a .  protest of the children 30 years r rind as the struggle for Cityjexas, (IiisAbinetoWn) and-lhe'.  jheri trs Department  enforcement of passage ' 'ChicanOs . and all' ,Latitios Conihnie.s '',- 1.1itol■einetie iiEgan id the

g 
'r'riS's -Toots .. 	- '' '''' 1:44"iiii°ali°11 kivvs `-  ' ' 	...- " '''.." - 	' . m  `ni g 

	

( 	: 	 ; , 7 	* 	; 	: 	' three individuals are still. at the s 1 	1 ' 	' 	" 	, 	
, 	? . 	. 	' Perez s 

	

„,'' 	-.: Iii:  \1977 the Klu Klux Klan 	who jo 

•By Steven Caudillo' 	MaYo and Gutierrez,soon planned 

icano rights activists. attend. m 
CR 	

ill 

Latino summitconference ,,:ssooc 

0 

•

were wounded and Melina and his. 	
• 	

By Denise Bell 	 ,. ,. .. group left with two lawmen as 	.,. 	•  •hostages. Tijerina surrendered and 	.The Inland Empire rang with the 
continued with his campaign to vciices.of praise in commemoration' 
regain lost lands. 	• 	. •" . 	• 	of Dr. Martin Luther,King; Jr. Day 

citizen's arrest. Soon several people commemorate Dr. King placed the District Attomey under 

courthouse. Tijerina and some 
called raid on the Tierra Amarilla"-t • 

1 	d E 	" 	• followers entered the courthouse and n an 	mpire . residents 

penitentiary, with , five 'year,: .Baca. 	rgan izers:will . He' formed the Committee on 	i 
probation. 	 • , 	

Baca
Chicano Rights in San Diego. 	plannng another national Before his trial, Tijerina received  

and 	 conference later this year ived 
In 1v75 Baca nd he Committee national acclaim by leading the so-. 

The case ,against Tijerina was 	.0n the steps of San Bernardino 

fore Rev. Gertrude ,.Whitzel, of 
• God's Great Grace,': lead, the chil- 

dreh's march. 
The :mid-day:ecimmeMOintiOr 

, i 
.; 	. 

was preceeded hy,the1411i Annual 
Dr. Martin Luther - King, Jr. Prayer 

7, 13reakfast at the K( Shanith in San 
Beniardino.'The breakfast was lead 
by, Rev. _Valerie Ludlam of 
Grace Temple, The g ties t speaker 
was the Rev. Manual Scott, Jr. 
Of-Pasadena. 

Other event participants included 
Rev. Ray Turner, of Temple 

•M.B.C.; Rev. Joshua Beckley, 
of Ecclesia .Christian Fellowship; 
Cantor Gregory Yaroslow, of 

'COngregation Emann .  El:" Father 
Rosales. of our . Lady of Gaada e: and Rev'" ". 	• 

• 

extraordinary as Tijerina represented 	Cit y 11"11'. in ' the shadow °I.  Ihe. himself, 'proved his point, and "city's statue of .Dr, King, residents: 
eventually the jury handed down a gathered tor the special event. 

•"not guilty" verdict. 	• 	Master of Ceremonies Rev. 
"Columbia' • Pictures • Was Ernest Dowdy, of the Church of 

supposed to make a movie. about Living God, lead the event. Mayor 
the takeover of the courthouse, but Tom Minor welcomed ihe crowd . 
I guess someone doesn't want it before Dowdy gave the prayer. 
made," said Tijerina The special, speaker was Pastor• 

 Gutierrez, from Texas,- founded Charles tiingleton a Loveland 
the - Mexican American Youth Fellowship.-. Pastor • D en n is 
Organization (MAYO) in 1967 at ,Brown, of the ,Greater, .Bethel 
St. Mary's College in San Antonio; M:B.C: in San Bernardino, read "I 
Texas. Gutierrez made his followers Have A Dream." i • , 

• aware of, the ' , ring() establishment • , -"1 The • entire.. audience, joined in
•, 	...  	•. 	. 

• 	 ' 



Herman Baca surveys the broken windows of his print shop. 

La Prensa San Diego 
February 17, 1995 

Governor Pete Wilson Godfather of Hate Crime 

Office of Committee on Chicano Rights Attacked! 

by Diniel L. Mulioz 

National City, Ca. -- Two at-
tacks were leveled at the of-
fices of the Committee on Chi-
cano Rights (CCR) at night.The 
first one occurred early Wed-
nesday morning, Feb. 8. The 
second one happened on Sun-
day Feb. 12, 1995. In both in-
stances damage resulted from 
the attack by unknown per-
sons. 

The first attack was carried 
out around four in the morn-
ing. No one witnessed the act. 
Two large rocks, weighing be-
tween five and eight pounds 
were hurled against the 
building's front Windows 
which are approximately 8 ft 
by 8 ft each. The left plate win-
dow had an eight inch diam-
eter hole made by the rock. 
The right window had a one 
foot diameter hole madeby he 
other rock. Both windows 
were severely cracked. 

"After the first incident I 
was inclined to write it off as 
a random act of vandalism by 
unknown persons," stated 
Herman Baca, chairman of the 
CCR. "The incident was re-
ported to the National City Po-
lice in the morning shortly af-
ter I arrived for work. N.C.P.D. 
Officer J. Kenneth White made 
an investigation and took the 
boulders that were hurled 
through the windows." 

The status of the incident 
changed from being a "ran-
dom" vandalism dramatically  

"changed at 4:55 p.m. Thursday 
Feb. 9. At that time, a young 
White Anglo person called the 
CCR office. The caller asked 
if this was the office of the 
Committee on Chicano 
Rights? The caller said "I un-
derstand you 'greasers' want 

to take over California... You 
wetbacks couldn't take over 
your own block... let alone 
California." Baca responded 
with a comment "You might be 
right... but I'll tell you one 
thing... we can take over your 
racist a--! The caller responded 

angrily, "You think you can?" 
Baca replied: " You called, so 
I assume you must know 
where I am. Come on down 
and find out." The caller than 
began ranting and raving about 

(see Attack, page 2) 

Ray Gonzales with the help of Luis Natividad (partially 
hiden) and under the supervison of Richard Resendez 
board up the front windows of the shop. 

Small boulders thrown through the windows of CCR. 
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Rock thrown through front window was the first in a series of attacks. 

Prop 187 and using vile lan-
guage and cursing Baca and all 
persons of Mexican ancestry. 

No more than 15 minutes 
later, another racist call was 
received. To Baca, the caller 
seemed older. He also was a 
White Anglo. "The caller 
asked if this was the offices of 
the Committee on Chicano 
Rights.".... " You bet it is," 
Baca replied... "I understand 
you greasers are going to take 
over California and us," the 
caller said. Baca, now angered 
responded: " Why don't you 
ask your big mouth buddy next 
to you." The caller replied: "If 
you think you people are go-
ing to take us over than we 
might just pay you a visit." 
Baca replied; "Well, it is obvi-
ous you already know where 
I'm... So why don't you guys 
come on down and don't 
threaten me." After a few more 
choice words about my heri-
tage and Mexican ancestry the 
caller hung up. 

By now, it had become ob-
vious that the window incident 
was not a random act. "It was 
an obvious attack against the 
people of Mexican ancestry," 
David Avalos, Professor at San 
Marcos College. "The racist 
were attacking the most promi-
nent symbol in the area that 
personified the people of 
Mexican ancestry. It is not 
only an attack against Herman 
Baca and the CCR, It is an at-
tack on all of us." 

"It is clear that the height-
erted level of racism against 
persons of Mexican ancestry 
has been heightened by Gov-
ernor Pete Wilson and his Prop 
187 Right-Wingers, with the 
assistance of a few extremist 
talk show hosts," pointed out 
Baca: "In one hate filled cam-
paign, they have managed to  

turn the Mexican American 
population into targets of op-
portunity for every hate group 
in the country!" 

Early Sunday morning, Feb. 
12th, another attack was car-
ried out against the CCR. Ac-
cording to witnesses, this at-
tack occurred around 7 a.m. 
The two glass windows were 
destroyed completely by what 
appeared to be some kind of 
battering ram. The shop was 
littered with broken glass and 
what was left of the office 
neon sign. Significantly, no 
printing or office equipment 
was destroyed or stolen. It 
was obvious that Aztec Print-
ers was not the target. The tar-
get was Herman Baca and all 
he stands for. 

The National City Police 
Department was notified and 
Officer Don Smith soon ar-
rived to investigate the inci-
dent. He was informed about 
the previous incident and of 
the two hate phone calls. 

Members of the CCR and 
neighborhood community 
gathered at the Print shop to 
render assistance. La Prensa 
took note of the dialogue be-
tween those present. "It is clear 
that this is a hate crime specifi-
cally aimed at the CCR," noted 
Charlie Vasquez. "This is not 
the first time in the long his-
tory of the CCR that Baca has 
been singled out for vengeance 
for his stance against racism, 
oppression, denial of civil and 
constitutional rights." 

To those present it was ob-
vious that Herman Baca is a 
symbol to the Mexican Ameri-
can community of California, 
as Corky Gonzalez is to the 
citizens of Colorado, Tijerina 
to New Mexicans and Jose 
Angel Gutierrez to Texans. 

"The green light to this type 

of hatred has to be laid at the 
feet of Governor Pete Wilson," 
said Baca. "He led the parade 
in generating hatred towards 
our people. He alone has made 
it "ok" to attack, beat, harass, 
intimidate and destroy the 
property of the 30 percent of 
the residents of this state who 
are Mexican American. A cli-
mate of racial hatred has been 
created. With the assistance of 
the extreme Right Wing they 
have made it an "open season 
on the Mexican American 
Community." he stated. 

Recently Baca was invited 
to speak at the University of 
Riverside, along with Reyes 
Lopez Tijerina, Leader of the 
New Mexico Land Rights 
Movement, and Jose Angel 
Gutierrez, founder of La Raza 
Unida Party from Texas They 
spoke at the "Postmortem 

Conference on Prop 187" that 
was convened by the Ernesto 
Galarza Public Policy and Hu-
manities Research Institute. 
Baca along with Gutierrez and 
Tijerina spoke on the histori-
cal role of the Chicano move-
ment in the U.S. and its rela-
tions to Prop 187. The confer-
ence was attended by politi-
cians, professors, business- 

men, and students. The event 
was reported in the pages of La 
Prensa San Diego. Four weeks 
later the attacks begin. 

On February 14, 1995, 
Capt. Tom Deise of the Na-
tional City Police Department 
informed the Committee on 
Chicano Rights that the inci-
dents had been elevated to a 
"hate crime" category. 
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