
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

14 Charles - Lane 
New York, NoYo 10014 
Octnber 30, 1976 

Enclosed for your -- inf..o..rmation are materials dealing with a 
serious development in Denver, Coloradoo We felt it was important 
to bring this matter to your attention as .one concerned with the 
fight for social justiceo 

lo A copy of "An Open Letter from Fred Halstead of the So­
cialist Workers Party to Rodolfo 'Corky' Gonzales of the Crusade 
for Justiceo" 

2o A "Declaration Against Violence in the Movement" drawn up 
on October 2, and a list of the signers of that declaration as of 
October 26o 

3o A copy of a letter by Corky Gonzales in response to the 
11 Declaration Against Violence in the Movement o" 

4o A copy of a letter from Maria Serna of the Crusade for 
Justice responding to Fred Halstead's open letter to Corky Gonzales" 

5o An open letter to Corky Gonzales from Fred Halstead and 
Elf ego Bac a o 

If you have further questions on this matter, please feel free 
to contact uso Write: Fred Halstead, c/o Socialist Workers Party, 
14 Charles Lane, New York, NoYo 10014; or, Elfego Baca, c/o Young 
Soc ialist All i ance, 1379-81 Kalamath, Denver, Colorado 80204o 

Yours in struggle, . 
--/ ( If /7~ f l .....r ~/P -· _., ,,,, .t.f< -1 c 

/' r /t~C.-(... I V-~L- v -r. · - · 

Fred Halstead 
Socialist Workers Party 

-u./~0;1-o B Ciu.0-.. \ s-1. :J 
Elfego Baca 
Denver Young Socialist Alliance 

Enclosures 
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HEAR, FtedWalstead . 
who has just toured Managua. 
Was.also the 1968 S.WP. candidate for President. 

- . ' 

Raul Gonzalez 
Socialist Workers candiqate for Mayor of S.D. 
Member, Machjnists Union, local 685. 
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. J 

SUN. SEPT. 16, . 6: OQ PM :-
1'053 15th St. SAN :DIEGO ·- .. --

San Diego Social.st Workers 1979 Campaign Committee 
1053 15th Street San Diego, CA 92101 (714) 234-4630 
Chairperson: George Choinalou Treasurer: Rich Lesnik 
A copy of our report is on file with the Federal Election Commission, Washington, D.C. 



FOR IHMEDIATE RELLASE 
ATTN: News Editor 
September 10, 1979 

FOR MORE INfO~~ATION: 
Mark Friedman 234- 4630 

SOCIALIST MAYORAL CANDIDATE DENOUNCES 
NATIONAL C!TI ARRESTS 

Over this last weekend in National City 17 0 indi victuals were arrrBsted on hastily throtvn.- together charges . The sweep and arrests amounted to a campaign of terror directed against the Chicano community . The racist sweep and ~~sts last Friday and Saturday nights could have been seen in South Africa, Iran or Nicarar;ua under Sorroza. 

Under the pretext of curbing crlffie ln National City, Police Chief Terry Hart, acting under instructions from thE? National City City Council, ordered a sweep along a twenty--block long area of Highiand AvenUe~ an area well known within the Chlca:ho community for cruising . The result of this sweep and the arrests tvhich vJere a part of it served to intimidate the entire community, especially the youth . The reai goal of the National City City Cour1cil is not to curb crime, but to intimidate Ch:i.cano youth from cruising . The sweep was an act of racist arrogance, aimed at stoppiT"lg low-riding, which is a part of the= culture of the Chicano community. 

Such terror tactics must be condemned. They serve no purpose but to insult and intimidate the entire Chicano population of San Diego county. I will use what influence I have to demand : 

l .• ~1 the sweeps stop. 

2 . A public apology from Chief Hart and the Na.tional City City -Council . to the entire Chicano commu.Tli ty of San Diego Cou11ty . 3. Drop the charges against those arrested . 

Myself, campaign supporters and legal observers will be on hand next Saturday night on Highland Avenue to observe the actions of the police. 

I invite all community leaders, public officials, and candidates for office to join with me in protesting these arrests and to join with me next Saturday night on Highland Avenue . 

-30-

--Raul Gonzalez, 
Socialist Candidate for 
Mayor of San Diego 
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July 26, 1971 

Esti:nado amigo, 

It seems that la raza i s getting it together all over the 
nation to make a coordinated statement to the Carter administration 
about ·its imrni~ation policy. 

On May 22, over 60 Chic a· .. 1os representing more than 14 
organizations met in San Antonio and voted to support the "Call 
For Action" issued by Zavala County judge Jose Angel Gutierrez. 
( se·e enclosure). 

The coalition, now named the Internat ional Committee on . 
Immigration & Public Policy, also proposed the following plan of 
action& 

• State conferences to be held around El Dia de la Raza 
(Oct. 12). 

• National conference October 28-JO in San Antonio. 
Immigrat ion and related issues will be discussed, 

• Days of Action November 18-20 in Washington, DC, A 
delegation will present the demands formulated at the 
state and national gatherings to the gover~· .. -:1ent . Other 
cities to have mass r al l i 8s on same date as show of strength 
and unity. 

Since this plan of action was fo rmulated, similar coalitions 
have been formed througho-:.·_t the country • . , 

A June 14 meeting in Salt Lake City attended by 90 people 
heard Dr. Armando Gutierrez of Austin speak on the need for a 
national Chicano conference to deal with immigration and other issues. 
This meeting voted to support the "Call For Action" and the San 
Antonio plan of action. 

Similar meetings in Oakland, Al'Juquer que, Phoenix, and Kansas 
City have done the same. Over 200 individuals and organizations 
representing a broad spectrum i1.ave now endorsed the "Call For Action." 
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It is important that we get as many organizations to sponsor 
this conference as possible. Therefore, as one of our supporters, 
one of your most important tasks is to get other P!."vninent inQ.ividuals, 
community leaders, activists, and organizations in your area to join 
our list • 

. ' 

We are appealing to all int erested organizations to help the 
Chicano/mejicano community on this ISSUE, regardless of their beliefs 
on other issues. We feel this is the only way to have a true 
coalition, something that the Chicano Movement really needs. 

By putting together a coalition of groups, including churches 
of all faiths, groups devoted to immigration, unions and civil 
liberties organizations, student organizations, political groups of 
all persuasions, and community organizations, we can build a base 
frem which to continue after this conference has come and· gone. 

The host group has drawn up the .follo-".ring tentative agenda 
for the conference: 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1977 

6:00P.M. 
?sOOP.M. 

7:30P.M. 
8:15P.M. 
9:00P.M. 

Registration begins 
Teatro performance (Teatro de los Barrios de San 
Antonio). 
Rally, three speakers, each for 10-15 minutes. 
Film, 11 The Unwanted 11

• 

Social time (beer, antojitos, music). 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1977 

9:00A.M. 
!O:OOA.M. 

10:1'5A.M. 

11:00A.M. 

12:00P.M. 
2:00P.M. 

Registration continues 
Welcoming address, 10-15 minutes. We would like to 
ask Bishop Flores de San Antonio or Bishop Arzube de 
Los Angeles t o make a brief welcoming address. 
Presentat ion of songs, poems, and prose about the 
border culture and its history. Dr. Americo Paredes 
de Austin, Jesus Negrete and Richard Santos have been 
suggested. 
Presentat ion on the history of the issue of the un­
documented worker, including the historical role of 
the INS will be given by Dr. Jorge Bustamante de 
Mexico. 
Lunch 
Workshops, each 1! hours long, each repeated 3 times. 
TOPICS: THE CARTER PLAN (to include invitations to 

Carter and Castillo). 
FARMWORKERS AND IMMIGRATION 
ORGANIZED LABOR AND IMMIGRATION 
THE CHURCH AND IMMIGRATION 
ECONOMICS AND IMMIGRATION 
DEFENSE CASES (for specific areas, e.g. Manzo 
case). 
INS(its operating proceedings and its · function 
as agent of social control). 
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ROLE OF THE PRESS 
LEGAL AND POLITICAL IMPACT (and potential power 
of undocumented workers as voters). 
FEMALE UNDOCUMENTED WORKER 
SOCIAL SERVICES (education, _food stamps, health 
services, welfare, Medicaid, etc.). 
MEXICAN PERSPECTIVES AND POLICIES 

6:JOP.M. Worshops terminate, all conferees reconvene for announce­
ments and new i nformation. 

7tOOP.M Workshops moderators assemble recommendations from their 
workshops 

· 9:00P.M. Dance. 

SUNDAY, OCTOB~ JO, 1977 

10:JOA.M. 

NOTES: 

' 

Plenary session for all conferees, plan for November 
days of action and workshop recommendations to be .dis­
cussed and voted on. 

Workshops will be directed by two people, one to keep t ·he dis­
cuss~on ·going and the other to be responsible for writing·the recom­
mendations of the participants, Actual format of 'the workshops will 
be the decisions of the moderators. 

·+f possible, all workshops and general meetings will be taped. 
Continued emphasis should be given to developing strategies for 

immediate implementation in the barrio, i.e., what can the Chicano 
community do if the policy adopted by Carter and Castillo is not to 
our liking? 

· ~n information packet will be distributed containing a synopsis · 
of each workshop. Workshop moderators will be responsible · f~r send­
ing in their synopses at least two weeks before the conference. 

As we stated earlier, this agenda is tentative. What we need now 
are comments, criticisms and ideas. What other wors hop topics should 
be included? Who of you will volunteer to be a workshop moderator? · 
'w",'h,., ~hould we try to contact to be a speaker? What about the three 
day format--too long, too short? This conference should be the pro­
duct ~ of everyone's con~ribution, so please feel free to give~ suggestions. 

~lease let . us hear from you. We want and need your imput. An~ 
checks that you may send should be made out to "Call For Action". 
The ~ailing address is Call For Action, P.O. Box 7577, San Antonio, 
Texas, 78207. 

Sincerarnente, 

~~ 
Robert Maggiani 

chairperson, Format Committee 



Estimado amigo 

The format committee of the International Committee on Immigration 
and Public Policy is asking for suggestions and volunteers to act as 
resource persons for the October 28,29, and 30th meeting in San An­
tonio, Texas. Resource persons vrill be active at the 1wrkshops 
listed below. Two resouece persons per workshop are required. Four 
weeks prior to the meeting (Oct.2) are due informat ion sheets on 
the particular workshop. The information or data sheet should in­
clude relevant historical or contemporary information. These sheets 
will be passed out to all workshop participants and form the basis 
for concrete discussion of the issue(s). For example:Law and Immigration 

(1) 1924 Immigration law passed: description of law 
(2) 1942 Bracero Program : P.L. 78, and P.L. 51 
(3) 1977 Eilberg Immigration Law 

For each point mentioned there should be a description of the 
item as well as all pertinent information. These info/data sheets 
will then be edited, expanded and readied for the meeting. 

A resource person should have familiarity with the issues (info/ 
data sheets). The second person at the specific workshop will re­
cord discussion and resolutions. Please sign below and volunteer for 
one of the workshops of your choice and familiarity. 

WORKSHOP TOPIC RESOURCE PERSON 1 RESOURCE PERSON 2 
(prepares info/data sheet)(feords discussion) 

l. Farmworkers and imm. 
2. Organized labor and imm. 
3. Churches and imm. 
4. economic impact 
5. Defense cases 
6. The INS 
7. The role of the press 
8. ·Political impact 
9. The Woman Undocumented Vlorker 
10 •. Social Services 
11. The Carter Plan 
12. Mexican Perspectives 13. __________________ _ 
14. __________________ ___ 
15. __________________ ___ 

Sinceramente, 
Estevan Flores 
Format Committee 

' 
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CHICA OILATI 0 

Conference 
ON IMMIGRATION AND PUBLIC POLICY 

OCTOBER 28-30 
SAN ANTONIO, TEJAS 

THE PARTICPATION OF EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTS HUMAN RIGHTS AND EQUALITY FOR ALL PEOPLE IS ENCOURAGED 

A CALL FOR ACTION 
ISSUED BY JOSE ANGEL GUTIERREZ, ZAVALA COUNTY JUDGE (TEXAS) 

A crisis for all Spanish surnamed 
persons within the US of A is rapidly 
approaching. The very same man our 
Raza supported for the Presidency, now 
seeks to deport us. The Carter admin­
istration is designing a new immigration 
policy. We are the main targets. 

The phobia mongers insist our people, 
because of our numbers, birth rate, geo­
graphic spread and undocumented status 
threaten the very underpinnings of this 
society. We are blamed for unemploy­
ment, disease, welfare costs, crime, slums 
and low wages. The truth of the matter 

is that Latinos are to be made the scape­
goat for this administration's ineptness 
at solving er.onomic problems of in­
flation, unemployment, wage depression 
and rising consumer frustration. 

At times of war, the Mexican workers 
have been sought out by American grow­
ers and industry. 

At times of expansion, Americans 
have not hesitated to take half of Mex­
ico's land, the national resources and 
raw materials of South and Central 
America, and rule the Carribean. 

CLIP AND MAIL TO: "CALL FOR ACT I ON 11 

At times of frustration, Americans 
deport us, reduce immigration quotas, 
and in general, reject us as legitimate 
Americans. 

I believe this move toward our immi­
gration policy ought to command our 
serious attention. 

I write to invite you to help me 
sponsor a planning conference on immi­
gration and related issues. 

We should have a working conference 
to draft a Latino agenda on our needs. 

We should confront Washington 
armed with this agenda this coming Fall. 

P.O. Box 7577, San Antonio, Tx. 78207, (512) 227-1220 

LABOR 

DONATED 

.Please add my name to the list of sponsors and put me on your mai I ing I 1st • 
• Enc I osed i s_$5 __ $1 0 __ $15 __ $20 __ $ (Amount) to he I p pay for the 

costs of bui I ding the conference. 

Name 
Addr~e-s-s----------------------------------------------------------------

Clty __ ~ _________________________________ State. __________ ~Zip ________ __ 
Phone No. School, Org. ______________________ _ 



PARTIAL LIST OF SPONSORS 
ADELICIA AOOVES, Toole, Utah 
AtiPAro AGUILAR, Raza Unlda Party, Austin 
ANTHONY AGUILAR, Riverside, Ca. 
MARl A ALMA ALYARAOO, coord ., Corrrnl ttee of 

Resistance Against the Ellberg Law, Chicago 
CARMEN ALEGRIA, Berkeley 
ALLIANCE TO END REPRESSION, Chicago 
VIVIAN ALTAMIRANO, Educaclon para Ia ~za, 

Oakland* 
MIGUEL ANGEL, Chicano Studies, Laney College, 

Oakland* 
LEONARD ANGUIANO, San Antonio 
MANUEL ARCHULETA, Raza Un Ida Party, AI buquerque 
PEDro ANTONIO ARCHULETA, Tierra Amarilla, N.M. 
ROBERT ARCHULETA, chpsn., Crossroads Urban 

Center, Salt Lake City* 
ARIZONA CALL FOR ACTION COMMITTEE 
WRAY BAILEY, American Friends Service Corrvn., 

Newark JustIce Progn~m* 
SAL BALDENEGro, Tucson 
JOHN BALLANTINE, Legal Aid Society, Tucson* 
CARLOS BARON, Teatro Latino, Oakland* 
GLADYS BARON, acting editor, El Mundo, 

Oakland* 
SISTER MARIO BARRON, C.S.J., member, Las 

Hermanas, San Anton I o* 
SISTER TERES ITA BASSO, Centro Pastora I 

Guadalupe, Santa Ana, C21.* 
ANNA BENAVIDEZ, Salt Lake City 
VINCE BENSON, Brotherhood of Railway and 

Airline Clerks, Local 1906, Wash., D.C.; 
Coalition of Black Trade Unionists* 

ALBERTO L. BERNARD, Salt Lake City 
BLACK STUDENTS COUNCIL, San Diego State Unlv. 
ISABEL BLEA, Raza Unlda Party, las Vegas, N.M. 
LINDA JO BOSLEY, San Diego High School Umoja Soc.* 
roY BOTELLO, Civil Rights Litigation Center, 

San Antonio 
FRANK BRAOO, Conclllo de Organlzaclones 

Latlnoamerlcanas, Oakland* 
I SAAC SUGAR I N, Denver 
JOSEPHINE BUTLER, DC Statehood Party* 
BOB BRISCHmo, Sociologist, San Antonio 
BECKY CAMACHO, Tucson 
EDLAROO CAMACHO, Tucson 
PEDro MIGUEL CAMEJO, Socialist Workers Party 
LEONEL CANTU, Chicano Law Students Assoc., 

Unlv. of Houston* 
DANIEL CARRASCO, MEChA, Arizona State Unlv.* 
LUPE CASAREZ, CASA-HGT, San Antonio 
GRACIELA CASTELLANO, MASO, Unlv. of Texas, 

San Antonio 
roSIE CASTRO, Civil Rights Litigation Center, 

San Antonio 
CENTro DE SERVICIOS LEGALES PARA INMIGRANTES, 

Ch lcago 
MARIA J. CEPARICIO, Salt Lake City 
JEAN CLAUDE CHARLEMAGNE, Haitian Refugee 

Information Center, Miami* 
OR. JESUS CHAVARRIA, Dept. of History, 

UC Santa Barbara 
EVERETT CHAVEZ, former dIrector, Mexl can­

American Educational Program, Unlv . of 
Coloredo, Denver* 

CHICANO CAUCUS, 1977 National Educational 
As soc I at I on Convent I on 

CHICANO STUDENT ASSOCIATION, Unlv. of Utah 
REV. PETER H. CHRISTIANSEN, Mt. Diablo Unitarian 

Church, Walnut Crk., Ca.* 
EFRA IN OOLLAOO, Puerto RIcan Student UnIon, 

Unlv. of Massachussetts* 
COMITE DE LA GENTE UNIOA, Salt Lake City 
COM'IITTEE OF RESISTENCE AGAINST THE El LBERG 

LAW, Chicago 
MARIO COMPEAN, coord., International Conwnlttee 

on lrrrnlgratlon and Public Polley 
REGINA CONTRERAS, Trabajadoras Unldas, Qakland* 
CARLOS CORRAL, chpsn., Raza Student Union, 

Merritt College, Oakland* 
C. B. COROOVA, member, UnIted Stee I workers Loca I 

485, Kearns, Utah* 
BERT COroNA , Nat I on a I CommIttee to OrganIze 

Undocumented Workers* 
MARGO COWAN, El Conclllo Manzo, Tucson* 
JOHN CRUZ, Puyallup, Wash. 
ESEQUI EL DE LA FUENTE, El Centro de Sal ud, 

Crysta I CIty* 
ALFREDO DE LA TORRE, ~racol, San Antonio 
LUIS DIAZ DE LEON, Daly City, Ca. 
ABELAROO DELGAOO, Chicano Studies, Unlv. of Utah 
DEMOCRACTIC ASSN. OF IRANIAN STUDENTS, Unlv. of 

Texas, Austin 
ANTONIO "IKE" DE VARGAS, chpsnq Raza Unlda Party, 

Rio Arrlba,Co., N.M. 
AGATITO DIAZ, exec. dr. , Puerto Rican Congress 

of New Jersey 
JOSEPH DIGMAN, former United Farm Workers Union 

staff coord., Portland 
BROTHER EO DUNN, student, Mexican American 

Cultural Center, San Antonio* 
REYNALOO ESPANA, exec. dlr., Centro de Ia Raza, 

Long Beach, Ca.* 

ARTUro ESTRADA, Pres., ADELA, Salt Lake City* 
JESS FLEMION, faculty, San Diego State Unlv.* 
PHILIP FLEMION, co-dlr., Latin American Studies, 

San Oleoo State Unlv. * 
AOOLFO FLORES, television cOrTITlentator, Salt Lake 

City 
ESTEVAN FLORES, Austin Friends of the Farmworkers 
HENRY FLORES, Chicano Studies, UC Santa Barbara 
LUIS FUENTES, chpsn., Los Olivos Tenants Council , 

Upland, Ca.* 
HAROLD M. GAMBLE, DirectOr for MinoriTy Affairs, 

Pacific Lutheran Church, Tacoma, Wash. 
ALBERT GANDARA, fonner ediTor, Trescolores, 

Kansas City, Mo. 

ELLie GARCfA, United Fann Workers, Phoenix* 
JOSE G. GARCIA, chpsn . , IMAGE, Houston chapter* 
CECILIO GARCIA-CAMARILLO, Caracol, San Antonio 
BERNAROO GARCIA-PANOAVENES, Laney College, Oakland* 
ANDRES GARZA, Centro de Servlclos legales para 

I nm I grantes, ChIcago 
MANUEL GARZA, County chpsn., Raza Unlda Party, 

San Anton lo 
JUAN GOMEZ, MEChA, Eest Los Angeles College* 
ANGEL NOE GONZALES, d I r ., bIll ngua I program, 

.Oekland Independent School District 
BECKY GONZALES, pres., MEChA, Mesa Commun lty 

College, Phoenix* 
CARLOS GONZALES, pres., El Camino, Our lady of 
· the lake Unlv., San Antonio* 

,.,......CESAR GONZALEZ, former chpsn., Chicano Studies, 
Mesa College, San Diego 

JULIETA GONZALEZ, bd. of dlr, 's, Tucson 
Women's Commission* 

RAY GREENWOOD, Florida Alliance Against Racism 
and Political Repression* 

RAUL GRIJALVA, member, school board, Tucson 
SALIVECIR GUERRIER, mgr., Haitian Refugee 

Information Center, Miami* 
DR. ARMAI'.I)() GUTIERREZ, Austin 
JOSE ANGEL GUTIERREZ, Zavala County judge (Texas) 
IRENE BLEA GUTIERREZ, Instructor, Unlv. of 

Colorado, Boulder 
GUSTAVO GUTIERREZ, Tempe, Arizona 
SISTER GABRIEL HERBERS, Alliance to End 

Repression, Chicago* 
ALPHA HERNANDEZ, Oflclna de Ia Gente, Texas 

Rural Legal Aid, Crystal City* 
HERMAN HERNANDEZ, Boston Public Ed. Program* 
LARRY HIll, I ega I counse I, Raza Un Ida Party, 

las Cruces, N.M. 
HISPANIC WOMEN °S CAUCUS, New York I nternat I on a I 

Women's Year Conference, 1977 
REV. JOSEPH C. HOLBROOK, Evangelical Concern 

of Denver* 
JESUS JAVIER, Bay Area Media* 
ARMANOO JUAREZ, Utah Migrant Council* 
DR. RON KARENGA, New Afro-American Movement, 

San OJ ego* 
OR. THEOOORE KASSlER, Unlv. of Texas, San Antonio 
NATHAN KATUNGI, San Diego City College 
RICAROO LAFORE, deputy dlr., Colo. Migrant Council* 
FATHER JOSE LARA, Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 

Denver* 
Ml LLI E LENARD, co-chpsn., Convnlttee for Gay Rl ghts, 

Chlci!I~O* 
HECTOR C. LOPEZ, pres., Student gov't., Our lady 

of the Lake Unlv., San Antonio * 
JOSEPHINE LOPEZ, American Gl Forum, Kansas City, Mo.* 
OR. LADISLAO G. LOPEZ, American Gl Forum, 

Kansas City, Mo.* 
FROBEN LOZADA, chpsn. , ChIcano StudIes, MerrItt 

College, Oakland 
TITO LUCERO, Oakland 
JUANITA LUERA, Centro Aztlan, Laredo, Texas 
TERRY McGUIRE, Los Ange I es coord., Nat lena I 

Lawyers Guild Puerto Rican Legal Project* 
ROBERT MAGGIANI, chicano legal Defense Fund, Austin 
VAHAC MARDIROSIAN, exec. dlr., Hispanic Urban 

Center, Los Ange I es* 
DAN MART I NEZ, Denver 
MANUEL MART I NEZ, Equa I Employment Opportun lty 

Soan Ish Speak! nq Proqram, ~den, Utah* 
MARIA ELENA MARTINEZ, chpsn., Texas Raza Unlda Party 

MESTRO MARTINEZ, pres., MEChA, Arizona State Unlv.* 
PEDro MARTINEZ, Oakland Student Coalition Against 

Rae! sm 
SAMUEL MART I NEZ, youth coord . , Sa I ud Menta I , 

Oakland* 
MASO, St. Mary's Unlv . , San Antonio 
MASO, Unlv. of Texas, San Antonio 
MAYO, Unlv . of Texas , Austin 
MEChA, Unlv. of Calif., San Diego 
JOSE M. MOLINA, pres., All-Peoples Neighborhood 

Organization, Miami* 
REV. J. 0. MOMPREMIER, Christian Community Service 

Agency, Miami* 
ALONZO MORAOO, MEChA, Unlv. of Arizona* 
JIM MORAGO, Oakland 
KEN MO~AN, Corrmunlst Party, Utah Region* 
MARGARET MUNOZ, Kansas City, Mo. 
DIEGO NAVARmE, Pima Community College, Tucson 
STEVE NEGLER, exec. d I r. , New Jersey AmerIcan 

Clvl I Liberties Union* 
LUPE NEVEL, Oakland 
REY NEVEL, Oakland 
PROF. ANTHONY NGUOO, Unlv . of Calif., San Diego* 
JOSE OLIVARES, attorney, San Antonio 
ANTONIO ORENDAIN, Texas Fann Workers Union 
ORGANIZATION OF ARAB STUDENTS, Unlv . of Texas, 

AustIn 
P.A.O.R.E.S. 
GINA J. PACALOO, PhoenIx 
Sl STER COR INA PADILLA, Bishop's Spanish Speaking 

Councl I, Tucson* 
ALFREOO PARRA, Kansas City, Mo. 
ROBERTO PARRA, Human Relations Commissioner, 

Kansas City, Mo. 
JANA PELLUSCH, alt. corrvnltteewoman, Oil, 

Chemical & Atomic Workers, Local 4227, Houston* 
JUAN JOSE PENA, chpsn., San Miguel County Raza 

Unlda Party, N.M. 
FATHER roBERTO PENA, nat' I . pres., P.A.O.R . E.S. 
JOSEFINA PEREZ, staff member, West Side Action 

Center:, Denver* 
NAQiO PEREZ, Centro Cultural Aztlan, San Antonio 
BILL PISCIELL, member, exec. comm., Houston 

JAIME PIZANO, Upl~nd , Ca • . 
JOSE POMPA, Raza Unld!!! Party, Golll!ld, Tx. 
VIC QUINTANILLA, spkr. of the hse., Unlv. 

of Houston Stud. Assfl. * 
CHARLIE QUESADA, La Guardia, Milwaukee* 
JESSE A. RAMIREZ, Comlte Popular del 

Pueblo, Huntington Pk., Ca.* 
EUNICE REOONOO, Tucson 
KALMAN RESNICK, Centro de Servlclos Legales 

Para I nmlqrantes, ChIcago 
RUPERTO REYES, JR., Assoc. for the Advancement 

of ~iexlcan Americans, Houston* 
RAMONA RIPSTON, exec. dlr., So. Calif. American 

Civil Liberties Union* 
FERNANOO RIVAS, faculty, St. Mary's Unlv., 

San Anton I o* 
RAVON RIVERA, La Causa de Don Pedro, Newark* 
0 INA ROCR I GUEZ, Proyecto Ace I on Soc I a I, 

Upland, Ca.* 
NASH roDRIGUEZ, Steelwcrkers Fight Back, 

Los Ange I es* 
OLGA roDRIGUEZ, Socia II st Worker's Party 
KANDY ROMERO, Comlte de Ia Gente Unlda, 

Salt Lake City 
RAY ROMERO, pres . , La AI Ianza, Northwestern 

Unlv. Law School* 
TONY ROMEro, stud. body pres. , East Los 

Anqeles Colle~e 
RICAROO roMO, prof., UC San Diego 
PRISCI{LA roYBAL, Utah Migrant Council* 
MARIO SALAS, Committee Against Mercenary 

RecruItment, San Anton I o* 
FILBERT SALAZAR, Guadalupe Center, Salt Lake 

City* 
LUPE S~LAZAR, Kansas City, Mo . 
ROBERTO SALAZAR, I and grant attorney, Denver 
BARNET AMMAR SALEEM, World Community of I slam 

In the West, San Diego* 
ELEAZAR OMAR SANCHEZ, chpsn., MAYO, Los Angeles* 
ALEJANDro SANCHEZ, Tucson'Commlttee to Defend 

Human Rights In Latin Ameri ca 
LALO SANCHEZ, organizer, United Steelwor ke r s 

loca I 5504, South Gate, Ca.* 
YOLANDA SANTOS, Paseo de Marzo, San Antonio 
JEFF SEIGEL, National Lawyers GuT ld, Newark* 
REV . OR. PAUL DAVID SHOLIN, St . Mark's 

Presbyterian Church, Tucson* 
RUBEN SOLIS, CASA-HGT, San Antonio 
PROF. JOSEPH SOMMERS, Dept. of Lit., UC San Diego* 
GLORIA STEINEM 
ALEJANDRO STEWART, Oakland 
FERNANDO TAFOYA, Director, MAYO, UT Austin 
TEATro DE LOS BARRIOS , San Antonio 
LEE TERAN, Centro Aztlan, Laredo, Texas 
CAROLYNE THORBOURNE, coord., Black Stud ies, 

Upsala College, E. Orange, N.J. 
RICHARD P. TORRES, vice-principal, Pioneer 

HIgh Schoo I , HuntIngton Pk, Ca. 
RAUL TOVAR, Comtte Popular de Educaclon, Oakland*, 
OSCAR TREVINO, asst. coord., Chicano llbrl!lry, 

UC Berke I ey* 
JANE TUCK, board member, American Civil Liberties 

Union, San Antonio* 
UNITED BARRIO UNION, Glendale, Ariz. 
UNITED BLACK WORKERS CAUCUS, United Auto Workers, 

Mahwah, N.J. 
PIERRE ELIE VALCOURT, pres., Rescue & Services 

Organization, Miami* 
FATHER ANTONIO VALDIVIA, St. Anthony's Church, 

Oakland* 
TONY VALLAOOLID, atty., Centro l ega l de Ia Rltza, 

San Franc! sec* 
REV. AUGUST H. VANDEN OOSCHE, Staff Assoc., SE 

Dlv . of Church~ Society , N!!!tlonel Council 
of Churches, Miami* 

MARIA VARGAS, Raza Educators of Berkeley* 
ANTONIO R. VAZQUEZ, program coord., EPIC­
Multicultural Pride, Los Angeles* 
RAMON VASQUEZ Y SANCHEZ, Paseo de Marzo , 

San Antonio 
ROY VELARDE, SER program, Sa I t Lake City* 
PAUL VELEZ , regional dl r., American Gl 

Forum, AustIn* 
ALEX VIERA, MASO, St. Mary's Unlv.-, 

San Antonio 
ProF. HERBERT VILIKAZI, Essex Co. College , 

Newark 
._........roSE VILLARI NO, chpsn. , Mex l can- Amerl can 

Studies, San Diego State Unlv. 
ALBERTO T. VILORIA, Prlmera Iglesia Metodlsta 

Unlda, Phoenix* 
GLORIA WElL-HERRERA, Coord., Puerto Rican 

Solidarity Convnlttee, Los Angeles* 
PHIL WHEAT~, Ecumenical Program for 

lnteramerlcan Coornentary & Action, 
Washington, D.C.* 

BETTYE B. WIGGS, Community Relations for Haitian 
Refugees Concerns, National Council of Churches, 
Miami* 

JOHN T. WILLIAMS , bus. rep., Teamsters locel 208, 
los Angeles* 

RAUL WILSON, Padres Unldos, los Angeles* 
MS. GRIZEL UBARRY, exec. dlr., ASPIRA, Inc. , 

New Jersey* 
ANIBAL YANEZ, Bll lngual headstart teacher, 

Detroit Public Schools 
LINDA YANEZ, Centro de Servlclos Legales pl!lra 

I nm I ~rentes, ChIcago 
JUAN YBARRA, Chicano Law School Assn., Houston* 
JORGE ZARAOOZA, Texas Fann Workers Union 
MIGUEL ZARATE, National Student Coalition 

Against FU!clsm 
GUILLERMO, ZELAYA , faculty, Merritt College, 

Oak! and Teachers Association* 
*Organizati ons listed for identification purposes only 



I 
A CAll FOR f\CTION 

,;...._--: 'II.J~.t/77 
/~ / . 

~~r 
Dear Fr..ic·nd: 

As you know, Chicano leadel:'s rnel thit; sunuuer J nd have called for a NaUonal Chicano/ 
Latino Conference to discust; immigraL:ion and ~ubli_c policy. Thi~ Confcl:'ence has won 
\v.ide support among Chicano leaders and aclivjsts, other Lalinos, the Ulack conununjLy 
and c.ivil righls a c liv:ists. 

1 
I 
I . Throu;.;ho111 the llniled SLate.:;, coalitions have ' been formed :including a w.ide vadety of 

;..;;roup!j and individuals and have hegun d.i.scuss\ng mob:il:izing people in their a1:eas to 
parLic.ipale ·in the OctobcT 28-30 National Confen·nce. Virluall.y every naL:iona1 
Chicano leader and acUvi !j t group is now gear<!d into building Lhis "historic Conference. 
lnitial indicat.ions arc LhaL several thousand people will be altendjng this Confer.cn'-·-e 
and thousand~ more w:i]l be part.icipating in sratcwide and regjonaJ conferences prior 
to October 2~-30 -- Lo discuss a campaj~_;n to defend undocumented workers, lo mounl 
a campaign to reverse Lhe Bakke dec-ision and ~o f.ighL [or bilingual/bjcultural educa-
tion, as well as many other issues. 1 

I 
The International Committee on Immigration and Publ:ic PoUcy, hased in San -Antonio, 
is coordinating the buildi.ng of the ConfeTencb and js gathering :ideas for \llOl:'kshops,; 
panels, etc. They want the input. of everybody. The Conference is being buill as 
a mass:ivc, democra tj c and nonexclus.i ona ry conference. 

In San Die:go we, arc (orming a Call to Action "Task l'orcc. Many indiv :iduals and groups 
have already st.a'rted work]ng on· buildlng t !·,-0 ~Oilfu:.t, nc~ ~ - and .\-/e •wanL tq pull togP.ther. 
everybody Lo discuss building activities and .ideas. 

C:lTY\.J:Il)P. PLANNlNC: f'll':l~'l'lNG: 
., .... • ~~'W 

Thursda y . S<!plemb<~r 22 at 7:00 p.m. •••••••••••••Rm. A2 (east of cafelccia. 
- Chicano SLud.i es) 

\t/c strongly urge you and your friends Lo attend this mceLlng. 

Signed, 

Jose V-illarino, Chairperson of M~::xi.c.an American SLudies, SDSU .fr-
Marco AnglJ :ianD, Vice President of Assoc. Sludeni..s, South Western College 
Jerry \.fui tfield, President of Assor.... Students, South \.Jes Lern College 
Centro de Trabajadores Nexicanos l:1rnigrados 
Duane Fernandez, UCSD MEChA; Studcul '...:oal :i tion Against Hacism 

• MEChA, S.D. City College 
1'1iguel Menchaca, 01airperson of Chicano Studjes, S.D. City College 

Jnitial list of San Diego endorsers of the Conference also include: Joseph Digman, 
former UFW staff .org. &. coor<l. (S oDo); Profcsor Alurista, Mexican Amcdcan Studies, SDSU; 
Ricardo Romo, History Dept., UCSD; JesseFleDion, History Dept., SDSU; Nathan l<atungi, 
Chairperson, Black Studies, CC; NEChA, UCSD; ~;arnel Ammar Saleem, World Conununj ty _of l sl.-:w: jn the \.Jest, and.Studenl Coa-lition Agaiusl Hacism; Black Students Council, SDSU; La Haza 
Law Students Assoc., Western Stale lln.iv.; Jo•s{!ph Cary BrO\vn, former coord. Manzo Dcfen.st~ 
(SoD .. ); James N. Kerri, Afro Amer. Studies, $IJSU; MEChA, CC; Joseph Sommers, LiL. Depl., 
UC£D; .Javier Bautista, V.P. of MEChA, SDSU; O.arry Sch\.Jarlz, Exec. Brd S.D. ACLU, and 
prof., CC; Ternot MacH.enato, Chicano Studies, CC; Newman Center, SDSU; Philip Fl<.:!mion, 
Center for Lati-i1 Amcr:ican Studjc.s, SDSU; S<>ciaUst Workers Party; Robert Burt:on, ASO; SWC; Arturo Herrera, Pres. MEChA, SWC, Mil'c Ornelas, Cll:icano Studies, Ncsa College; 
Lalin Amcr.ican Student Studies O·rganizaLiou, SDSU '"' ·"'" ' "';,., .,_ ,.,, ;,., ... ,;,; .. ,; .• , ,.,, 1 ~, 



Mr. Herman Bacca 
C/O Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc. 
1837 Highland Avenue 
National City, California 92050 

Dear Mr. Bacca: 

Socialist Workers Party 
1053 15th Street 
San Diego, CA 92101 

March 22, 1978 

I am writing to inform you that several members of the Socialist 
Workers Party were prevented from distri buting literature at a public 
meeting spons ered by your organization and ·a t which you spoke. In 
addition to being told not to distribute literature, they were 
physically intimidated and threatened by individuals claiming to 
be from the CCR. 

Since you have taken a principled stand in the past in opposition 
to violence within the movement I am drawing this to your attention 
in the hopes of avoiding future encounters of this kind. I think 
we can both agree that political differences, no matter how severe, 
should be settle·d in open debate and decided by the test of 
experience. Physical intimidati on and threatened violence will 
not resolve these differences and will only open the movements of 
working people and all oppressed to further violence from the 
government and right~ing opponents. 

Hopefully you can speak to the people involved and reaffirm to 
them your long-held position that violence within the movement 
is not acceptable. 

s{?J:w~ 
Roberta Scherr 
Chairwoman 
San Diego SWP 



OUR NEXT MEETING 
SATURDAY JULY JO - 12 NOON 

19 27 W. .Commerce ( c orno.J1t Pin to ) 

All our supporters ore invited. Como hear progress reports 
on ~1ow t he conference is building all over t~1o country. 
Bring a friend. 

Join on.o of our work committees. We need your help in 
gotting now supporters, developing on agenda. tor tho conf0ronco 1 

doing publicity, fund raising, etc. 

Evon if you can• t como to this mooting and would like to 
help, gi vo us a cull n.t t h o office : 227-1220. --



I 

Herman Baca, Chairman 
Committee on Chicano Rights 

Dear Mr. Baca: 

Socialist Workers Party 
1053 15th Street 
San Diego, Ca. 92101 
October 18, 1978 

We were pleasec~to note that members of both our organizations were able 
to participate in Saturday•s important protest against the visit of Ian 
Smith in San Diego without incident. 

This kind of united protest makes possible the strongest response by all 
opposed to racial and economic exploitation. We hope that there will be many 
more chances for us to work together for those goals we have in common. 

As you know, we have been greatly distressed by an incident last month 
in which I and other members of the SWP were assaulted by members of the 
CCR and prevented from distributing literature on a public sidewalk. We 
understand that a number of individuals have contacted you about the 
incident. In addition several others have signed a statement against violence 
that we circulated at the time. I am enclosing a list of those who 
signed the statement. 

It is our s inceres t hope that in the future arguments \~ithin the movement 
can be settled t hrough discussion and not violently. No one but our common 
ene~ benefits from attempts to surpress the views of others within t he 
movement. 

We hope you will give this matter your most earnest attention. As we see 
i t our rights are not the only ones threatened by this kind of intimidating 
tactics. All within the movement who wish to express a point of view are 
threatened. 

Yours in !~e, 

<:j 1~----
Jay:lsler 
SWP Chairperson 



DECLARATION AGAINST VIOLENCE 

(In light of intimidation, threats and 
finally of a physical assault on members of 
th,: f,ocialist Workers Party, you are asked 
to add your name to this declaration.) 

Hembers of the Socialist Workers Party 
tvere physically assaulted on September 24 
by meniliers of the~~ommitt~e on Chicano 
Rights. The ~ members were atterapting to 
peacefur.fy exercise their democratic ri~1t 
to distribute ca.-npaign materials ou behalf 
of the party's Gubenatorial candidate, Fred 
Halstead. 

J..he meeting was a public..: 2vent called 
by various Chicano organizatious for a show 
of unity to select a candidate for the San 
Diego City Council. 

The unprovoked attack on S~JP ner:iliers, 
tlhich ;took place on a public sidewalk a half 
block from the meeting hall, was a culmina~· 
tion of a seri~s of threats and intimidation 
directed against members of the SWP by 
members of the Committee on Chicano Rights. 

..., igne-rs: 

By adding my/our name(s) to this state­
ment9 I/we make clear our stand in favor 
of ~e simple, democratic righ~ to eA'"Press 
a point of viet,• without fear of physical 
reprisals from anyohe, including from thos e 
with Y7hofil one mght disagree. Differences 
aooug :rJwse fighting for social justice 
cannot be resolved by acts of violence. 
Physical vj_olence anc the suppression of 
the freedom of speech only opens the way 
for the police and the FBI and e.ll the 
ene1uies of minori ·ties ~o tear us apart. I-:: 
tvill do no ·;;:hing to resolve legitimate 
differences of opinion. 

Si~1ature.~~~~~~----~~~--~~~--­
H arne (prin"t)~-------------­
AGdress~~~~--------~~~~~~~-----
City ___________ ~State ____ Zip ____ __ 

Phone ___ ~--~---~----~-~-~~-~-

Organization (for identification only) 

Armanc ~utierrez, Chicano Le al Defense Fund 
~ylvia Zauata, Denver 
alter Lippmann~ Chairperson, 'uman RiFhts Com~ittee, 0ocial berivces 

union, Local 535, (~~I~) PFL-C 
Heu en C. spinosa, ..... r., teeri.., C ittee e her, lice 

larry G. 3ac 1cer, 
Prof • .:> DCC 

)ar~aret h . Reinold, 
Gov . ~rm~n Volunteer 
Com.-,ittee 

~> nitv ar~nershi , enver (pro~ntin~ a 
ilenver rolice Com~ission) 

Pleas e r eturn t o : 
Socialist lrJ orkers Party 

1053 15th SL 
San Diego_, CA 92101 

(714) 234-4630 
arren s. 1oskins , Administrative Director , iani Chapter , American 

Friends Service Conmittee 

all or ,aniza~ions for i entification only. 



REV. JOHN H. WAGNER , JR. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

BAKERSFIELD AREA 
1030 FOURTH ST. 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93304 
(B05) 322-3462 

INLAND EMPIRE AREA 
4725 BROCKTON AVE. 
RIVERSIDE, CA 92506 
(714) 781 -6700 

LONG BEACH AREA 
1611 PINE AVE . 
LONG BEACH , CA 90813 
(213) 591 -4385 

LOS ANGELES 
2468 W. PICO BLVD. 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90006 
(213) 385-2191 

ORANGE COUNTY 
12432 NINTH ST. 
GARDEN GROVE, CA 92640 
(714) 534-6450 

RENEWAL OUTREACH 
PROJECT 
2468 W. PICO BLVD. 
LOS ANGELES , CA 90006 
(213) 385·2191 

SAN DIEGO 
1420 THIRD AVE . 
SAN Dl EGO , CA 92101 
(714) 232-7388 

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 
15520 SHERMAN WAY 
VAN NUYS, CA 91406 
(213) 785-5997 

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY 
HILL HOUSE 
529 N. HILL AVE . 
PASADENA, CA 91108 
(213) 795-6217 

Lutheran Social Services 

March 23, 1978 

of Southern California 
2468 WEST PICO BOULEVARD 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90006 
(213) 385-2191 

Committee on Chicano Ri g hts, Inc. 
Hike Castro 

Mr. Castro, 

It has come to our attention that your 
or ganization is involved in the isssue of 
the undocumented workers. We were at the 
office of Ruiz Productions, Inc., and noticed 
several pieces of literature against the 
Carter rlan. One was a folded leaflet, inside 
was Castillo's picture as the person for the 
Carter Plan and the opposite side were prominent 
leaders of the Chicano cause. Is it possible 
to receive a few of these flyers and any other 
materials you may have. We would appreciate 
it. 

pedro vasquez 
immi gration advocate 



CHICANO LEGAL DEFENSE FUND 
EstL~ado Amigo o Amiga, 

As you probably know already, President Carter's plan to 
deal with the issue of undocumented workers entails the use of 
a computerized ID card, initially for all "legal" aliens and 
later for every worker in the u.s. These computerized ID 
cards are ideal places to store information about the cardhold­
er, information that would be unreadable to all but government 
computers. Given the revelations of the Select Senate Commit­
tee on Intelligence (Church committee) and the information 
gained by the lawsuits of the Socialist Workers Party and the 
Texas Raza Unida Party, it is virtually certain that these ID 
cards will be used to maintain dossiers on Chicano and other 
Latino political activists. This must not be tolerated and for 
this reason the Chicano Legal Defense Fund solicits your help 
in planning and carrying out an international conference on 
immigration that will address this i .ssue of ID cards, as well 
as all other important aspects of the issue of immigration. 
Please feel free to contribute any ideas, suggegtions, and of 

- ---~.,. money, that you can. We need your help· 

Siempre adelante, 

~.;;c~ 
Robert Magcfi~ni 
Chicano Legal Defense Fund 

P. 0. Box 12865 • Austin, Texas 78711 
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Left in Form, Right in Essence 

A Critique of 

Contemporary 

J-- Trotsky ism ,, 
This wtddy &,cussed 32-page p.1mrhlet by Carl Davidson fir~t appeared as a 12-p.Jrt scriPs in the Cuardi.1n in tlw Spri;1g oi 1CJ;"3. It covt_•rs, in broad outline. both tlw hi~luriC..ll anu pre~cnt -d.ty issut•s rai·.ed in the people's struggles bv t1J lrotskyists and presents a rebuttal to their v1ews from a ,\1\arxist-Lent 1ist 
~·potnl. 
Que~t ions discusscJ in the p<1mphlet inclur!e the permanent revolut on . I social isrn in one country, the two-s tage theory in the national Iibera' ion movement, the united front against fascisril , and others. 
The author also discusws thf' Trotskyist v1ew of China, both hrstorically .md today, ;md gi\'es an account of tl>e origins of the Trotskyist movf'rncnt ir tl,e U.S. Of particular mterest is the exc1mination of the prl'sPnt th i'OI\' .HHI practice oi the Trotsky1sts . speufrci111v tlw Socrclllst Worl:crs partv . and the unity of their reiornmt vie\\'S w1th the modern revisionrsts . The rJm~ 11lt•t should be particuiCirly useful in study groups. 

I 



•• 
• What is the rolo of Tl0t :·;kyi~ rn in tho pt•or•ln's st fll<lCJios tod,oy? Whilt nrc its historicnl ori!J ins 11nd what 

new forms hils it taken in W< t!llt timt">? Tl~t · ~t· .ore tl ~ o qllt"•lion!; (lddressed in this pamphlot, IN!oich fin•t 
appeared us !112-part ~eri<.·s in tho Gu.uck111 in th•: Spr;ng of 19"13. 

over old 
L .--;g s.l!..~~~·•r~~'..! ~·~t;·~ 

The l :.S . idt 111 :ll••l:1st l!ll 't.l !l' of t'l7~ .; .. ,, >~" 
rev ival in a ~li:trp form ot :t ,kh:llc th :tt I!J " IH·t·n 
an umiPrcu rrent thrnugtt•'llt its lli stnr~· 

The issuP ''<IS Tn\l ~ k~ i,.:m :tn rl thr r. w :IS ',\ '1-i tt' 
ideological and pra<.:ticul rrle ''it ilin tlw 
revolutionary 1110\'t'lllt'lll.. Tlw imnH'cii:ltt· oc­
casion of the deb;nc was tiH' politil'al. rn!l ll :try 
and diplomatic offt·n~i \'P of thr \'iPtrt.ln :Ps•· 
people. The struggle culrrt~rwt t•d 111 1111'11' 
pressing of tlw nint•·pnint !Jl'al'e t r t· .1 1y on t iw 
Nixon admin i~rra t it.n. de:11 :t nrlrng tlw '' i: ·· '''" ~ ,,f 
the agreement, the n•ss:-~ t ion ol hoP! b in,~ :11HI Ill•· 
withdrawal of l i.S . troops frolll \'iptn:tln 

The Vi<'tname~P li be r:dron figl:!t'rs issill'd :t 
call to all progressil'e I<JrCt'» Ill; lit• \1·url1i to J,rin~ 
to the fordront and r<~lly bd1iml :he ,!,·nwnd th:Jt 
l'iixon "Sign th l' Treat~· :\i,l\:" :\rll'r ini t:all y 
indicating ar;rerme11t. thr C.S. b;.dkN!. ~t:dkd 
for several 1\CPks and !ltt•n unlt-,lsll\'cl t lw 
terroristi:: Ch ri stmas IJO lltiJiJ ,g 11t Nr,n'• \ ' tl: ! · 
nnm . 

Nixon's genucici:Jl det•ds bih·d to itdim•ci:ltl' 
the Vie tnamPsc. What is !lHlrt · tlw 11·nrld11 idt• 
fury proYoked by homJ,in .l~~ and gi\·,·n rlin·,·t inn 
by thr politic.:~ I strall·~~· ,,r tlw \ 'irt r~:lnH•;:t· 
leadPr ship utterly ISO!:It(•rl tlw :'\ixnn :•d · 
ministw: ion and its Saigon henrhmcn bdon• 
world opinion . 

The demand tn s1gn tile tn: :> ty 11:1s tlH' ctlttin>~ 
<'dge of the struggli~ . On one -s iclt· stood tlw 
Vietnamt'sepeopil'. tltl•lncl<H'hinest• il11tll'cltrPnl . 
the na(ir;nall ibf' ralion nwl·t ·r:H·nis. t!•l' !-<l( ·•.liht 
COUaltl'iP~;, thr• re\ : -;i,,:1i~t l'O~IlllrtC~. ;IJ,· l l llf'l · . : ·~~ 
class and rkmocratie n:rlVl'llH'nts Ill tlw 
capitalis t countrks . a IHII::ill'r or C':lpit:disl 
governrn ~·nts "allil'd" 1·: ith lh <' l".S. an :: , .,.,.11 ;t 
section or thP l i .S. Lour '-'r·,,i , i<' it ~ l'tf. 

On the other ~ idl' stoorl the ~~~' " " :1 d · 
ministration and the '):,igon ptrppef~ .. 

Rut Nixnr. had Olll' .tdd.i ron:l l :ill\' lo srt 
aga inst this dramatic l·x;rmpil' ol till' 111 · 
t('rnalinnal llllited frot1t d~ :1 ins1 t : .S . im · 
perialism--almost tilt• t' ltl lrt' Trot:.l-.yi~ ; t 
movcmen t . 

Till' Trotskyist!-. , too. 11 en· oppo-;cd to 

d(·lti!l't !iP ~ that Nixon s i~·.n till' treat~·. lll'~1·d that 
till· :1• . : t't' IIIt 't1 t i~t • ~cr:q>p•·d and l'l:llllll'.t l !l:ll it 
llotlid l ' lni :l tt· !lit• "rq:ht pf :.l' lf dt•!t'll!!lll:tll<ln·· 
of ~~~llill \'l<'lllalll. Tile'~· oq~:1ntlt'li oppn·i ill>lll to 
lilt' t!<'lll:ltHI 11 itlun thl' l ' .S :tnlill' ;tr 11111\'t'lll<'nl. 
e;~rril'd arltdt• .Jftt·r artil'lt• in tlwir pn·:.s in· 
dic :otilt~: that lhl' trl' .t ly was <1 "sellout" and 
"h~·l r :1,1 ' :11" of \ 'i<' !n:1m's national ri J.:hts ;tnd 
thn ·:1lt'l1cd to nr~:1nil. l' sep:n·att• prott•sts if the 
d••m:1nd \\'as 111:1dt· till' principal ~ of the 
pl:l!rnecl m : ~~ s nwl , i li t:lt i<~ns in .Janu :t r~·. 

Thl' Trotskyi"t:-. h,•ht•'>T that th,·rr po~ition 
tloll's <'rom :1 "n•vnlnlinnary" an:tly~is nf tl1f' 
11orld situ .1tinn and procl't'd to <'lllh C' Ili ~. t · thl'i r 
··orH: lu:.ion" •,\ 1th '·l dt '' phr:.st·ology . \\"ll ; t thl'y 
:t<' lll :t l ly dl'lll<>nstratt• i11 practi cl' . h(l\l't' ' ,•r, is l lw 
1·:tlid1!y of !ill• tr:1ditional :'llarxi " t -I ··nitust 
:t11pr:us:1l of tlw Trot:-.kyist 1110\'Pmcnt: tL t they 
an· "l1•ft" only in ft,nn, hut are thor-oughly 
rigl•ti'>l in actuality. 
Opposin~~ tlw "sign the tre;~ty" d•' mat d and 

CtHtlllt• rpn~i n!: it In till' d<'mand for imtnediat<'. 
II tlhdraWjJI is 110[ sim ply an abcrr:1, 10n Of 

othe :· ll'i!-1' lt·g ttim:Jtf' Trotsk:-·ist vif' vs on 
r<' \'olul inn:1r~· lflii'SI ions. On tlw contrar ·, this 
disrnplin• lint• fln11 S inl'l'itahly from t1 ,. fun­
damt ·nt[!J , . i, · ·~·~ or Trotskyist th<•ory, their 
sl r atf'gic apr ·rnach to re1·olntion ar :l the 
t·lwra,·t (' ri~•:c ft :;tltrr·s of tlt Ptr m•>' ('11"' >t. 

\l 'h; tl ha·. < Ill!~ ht·l~llll to bc·cotn(' dearPI to the 
f'nlt'r).!ing re1n!nti:~:t.1ry forre.- in tlw •.:.s. is 
ex:H' tly 11!: ·1 1 IIH· 1 :r-. ·;~ of t~H' Trotskyis ··: <!rl'. 
llh:lltlwir,l ;,.;, , '···-'lias he(•n.anciwl :1trole 
lh<'!' pi;,_~ · ir: '!I 1 .. • · ·· ·nl11!ionnry pr:tc! ce . 

Th<' mn~l ' t ,., .. liwn lakf'n by th · Trot-
sk~·ists in 1 · .: 1 .1 1 '\"!t'tnam , in this Sl':l :P . h:1s 
Ofll' po~ illt ( I ,;;1'('[ : Ji hi! O' ;:l' f\'( 'd fO or •n ilJC 

<'I'<'S of m :111\· :tl'li1·1:.ts to th•• d.•ngPrs ;f thi~ 
particular l•r.lr Hi .. r "lt·ft" t••;por tuni~m; :,rl the 
IH'l' l'!'!-ity to qru:!;:ll' ~,gainst it!' inf!uencL i11 the 

.111:1SS 1\Hl\'l'llll'lll 

TIIOTSI\YIS\1: Till-:"\: .\:"\11 :"\0\\" 
Tiw purpo!<C' of this p;tmphll'l, tht>n. wi:l hf' to 

cnntn!Jutc !o th:ll str u ~:glt·. It 11 Iii try lo ;ts . .;pss 
tlw l•i . .;( tll'l t'd l roll' (ll Trut ~. k~· :tnd Trots~1· i s m. 
lh l' lll :l in t•ll!iirw ·.; or its liwory ,11111 it<; in· 
terrc·l :1tion 11 ith pr:>t·tll·t· and th<' k1•y fe:11urp-; of 
rht· t·olllt'lllp0 rary Tmt ,.. l .y i~t lllll\'t' lll<'ld. in­
cludll :!! lh· unit.'· and d1f!"t' rl'nc Ps :.t1nnng tlw 
l'arioth g1 ••rp i: l ! !~ 11 ithin its r;mks . 

Til t• h is tnr.' · of !he Trntsk~· i~t movrnH•nt is 
hound up ll' lth the l'., illie:t l car<·er o ! .<'on 
Trohkl' ll illl"•'if. Trot · b·'!< publi c rolt• as a 
spokt·'·ll1an lor tit<' C)('l11lwr l(p,·olution in 1\u ~s ia 
and Ill >· po~i!1on :t" tlw ltr:.t h.· ;l(! of tlw l:t•d arlll:-· 
during !Itt· p!'riod or lht• ('ivll \l':u· h:~ s lll·•·n and 
:-till i,.. a Sol!l"l'l' of pn·,.tigt• for ht :. follulll'l"S 

Copyright 1913 by the Gua1 c1ian. 37 W. )':'nd Sl . , New York , t~ . Y ,, 1 ~0 10 ,..dcr 6S cenh. This pamphl('f \. .·.1~. orHJifi~ll ly published ai ill scr 1c-s o• 
11 ilr11Cit!'- 1n t·drl)' 1973 '"the GuJrc.hM• n.· wswcddy. 
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Per -Oiof Odman Mnst Trotskyists opposed "Sign the Treat ;" demand. 

What is less well known is the erratic 

movement of Trotsky and his supporters 
throughout the course> of the Hussian revolution, 
his origins as a ;'.lrnshevik, his initial hostility to 
Lenin and the Rolshrvi;; party, and his struggl~>s 

with Lenin after the Sl'izurr of power. 
The devciopment of tl1e Trotskyist movement, 

however, both durir.g Trotsky's lifetime and 

after his death, ha,; IJL't'n shaprd by events oftrn 
beyond and in upposi t ion to t hr subjectiv<· in­

tentions of its founders. 
Trotskyism .. riginntc·d. for instarw''. as a 

tend;.•ncy 11 itl ·1 n the \\'orkin~ (- class movrmcnt, 

alternately reflrding in i:~; r<l!.ks thP outlook of 
the raJical petty hourgeoi~:i e and the labor 

ariston·ar.~· - 'l oday, 1dnten·r basP it oncr had in 
the working d<i~S liw; rvapnratrd ;md it is 

primarily a moH·n1<'nt of the middle class youth 
in thr advancrd l'itpitalist countrirs . 

\i'hilc the genrral trrnd of Trotskyism's 
developmvnt ha~; ))(•t• n nne of dr•l'line. till' course 

has not been e1·rn . l'eriodicall~·. in conjunction 
with both objective and s11b_iectiv<• developments 
in the cb~~ stru~gl<•, it ex~)('rienccs a n•1·ival. as 
it has today in many of the advanced capitalist 
countries. 

\SJ'E('TS OF Till·: l:t·:\'IY.\1 . 
The conkmpn.-;ll-.\· rt•vi\ .d of the Trot~kyist 

rnovPmC'nt has two key aspects . The objective 
factor is rcb!t'd to llw moribund ch<~r<trter of 
imperialism. which ~cis i!st•lf ;tg,tin<;t not only 

till' cl:tss interest ~ of thL· l' rolL·t<triat. l'llt also 
incrcasirJf~ly drives 11110 the democratic 
struggll·s till' ma ss\'s of tlw petty hourgcoisit• and 
other radir;tlw·d lltiddlc strata. 

This rarhcalizalion ot thl' petty bourgeoisie in 
opl'l<>!:>ilion to the polictC'S of monopoly capital and 
in rcsponsr• to the ~-ltuggles of the proletariat and 
the oppn•ssed n;;finn;dities was om· of the key 

featun·~ of the enwrgenc<' of the "new left" in 
the t!JCOs . 

It lt<Js had a fund;tnH·ntally progres~ivC'. nnti­
impPriali ,, t l'ltaracft'l' ll'hile, <d the :--aJJH' tinw, 
thes•• fore <·~ h;t\'1' dt ·tno!lstrHtl'd ;t v;to·ill:ition 

typical of their class base a11d an in<'bility to go 

bC'yond. on their own, thr limits of reformism. 
Agim Pupa, writing in the Scptl·mh·· r-October, 

1972 issu(' of Albania Today, drew the conn• •ction 

l>l'tween Trotskyism's revival and the middle 
class radicalization: 

"Precisely thes<' vacillations. this pctt~' 

bourg<'ois instability, inclinatious t•~ 1 o froJJI on~' 
C'Xtreme to another. from an;~rchis :n ;ntrl un­
bridled advrnturism to extrem~ ri;.(!tt op­

portunism and defeatism. ro~stitutt' thr 

fi!'Jrrabk t!founrl on which 'I rot~kyism 
flourishes and ~pecul:ttes for tis o\ln counter­
rc,·olutionary aims." 

There is also a subjective fartor C1ntril>uting 

to Trotskyism·~ p!'riorlie revival!-. 11r··ausc· of it~ 
self-ronstruct (•J character as a · pcrm:l!H'nt 

opposition" within the revolution;u·y llO\'l'Jltt •nt. 
its fortunes arr uf!Pn I ied to lite n·!: tl i : t• ~~ 1-ength 

of right opportunism or even to r•pJJOrtunist 
<'t-rors or polices temporarily p1 rsucd hy 

revolut ion-tr~· forres. 
The primary and most n•cent <·xatr pie ..r this 

was tlw 20tltL'ongres~ of the C'omllllllli st p:trty of 
the Soviet Union. UndPr tlw ~n1ok-·scn'en of 
attacking "St:Jiin's crimes." p< trl)' rh:tirman 

Nikita Khnt'>hrhPv ~1bandonC'd the I ·•·ni nbt 
tllt'llry of tt.e prol<'tarian dil·f;ttot·-.;Jtip and 

projected the "three pracefuls " a" the cssL·ncr of 
revolutionary stratl'CY: pean•ful comp. i1t1on. 
peaceful cocxistl' n<'C' :md peacdul tr:Jn ~ l!i · m. 

Th ('SC C\'('!1(S of thl' late l~l jl),.; SJgn ;: )('(l :1 

qunl ·tativ1· t'lnngc both in the Sol'let l'ni on and 
in the ongoing struggle within tlw i!ttern ;ltional 
proletari<tn tnovrment bl't\1 c•c n l,!;trxism­

l.t'ninism and rc,·is ion ism. For thr fit st tinw in 

history. revisionists he:d state pa1n'r and the 
fnct that "ck-S talin i?a tion" hnd hc,·t l the 
ntt:•chanism thro111~h 11 hich it h:td achi<•,·ed its 

aim gave the Trotskyis t movenwnt :tn C'lllirely 
new lease on liiC' . /\s l'opa put it : 

"After th<' :70th and t•spPl'iall-' ' ;Jft<•r th<' :!~nd 

Congress of th<' ('I 'S U, when· t I.P r< ' lll'I~<Hit' 

launl'hed !lit• sal';q•, t' <'.tmpaign of illlli -St:tlinJsm. 

Tiotsl.y ism . ll'l:iL·;, li:td been dl•;tlt hc· ;tvy l>lows 



... 
" and had lost all idlw•tH'•· on tlw mass•'~ . r:1ised 

if:.. iP ·.:d. rcsunwd i ~ s und· · r~;lining ;, ,·th it\' on a 
br(l;td scalt'. and extt ·t :~kd ih puisonoLt:-. I'IHlh to 
nwny ;tre:ts and COIII!Iric ·s nf till' world . l.tkl' 
mu :::lirooms arter a sittJ\1 rr. T• · ot~kyist groups 

- <ltHi or ;•;•niz;ltiuns -<!art r·rl to erop up Ill l<t!'l~e 
nu:nl. · r~ in 1·:111 11 p" . :\mt ··il' :l :J tHI in nti •;• r 
ar(';~ ~~ 

Th !·~· · l'l'•' nts sh:tl'! ·h · aH••rted tlw initial 
t'h:lr:lt'!l'roftiH' t :. s ll! ''''ldt. 1\ltich ~:111 thclf in 
oppu ~~lti • Jll t(l the ""ld !l' :t" ol the t!1.llb and. :.1~ a 
rc ;,ult . 11as tsul<~tl'd ll'illll the les::.o!ls of the 
prolC'tarian soc i .:~ l ist n•01·cmcnt \\'hilt• 11 1•:as 
suhjl'CI h dy oppo,.ed to the n·form 1st 1 •nl icies of 
the rc\'i sio nis ts . it als'l ftlliTHI ib('ll. hams! rum~ in 
cumh:1t ing the influ(·nn· of Trot skyt :; m 11 ithir·, its 
ranb 

D(•;,pit£' thi-= tf'rn[lor;tr~· rl'l"i\·al ol Trot skyism. 
ho\\ t·1·e r . Ttot s k,·i~m·s inlf'rnai c"ntradi<·t !ons 
soonlw;~a n to ris1: tort,· f"' c <JIHI are no11 :If~" in 
leading to '' t:risi~ within its Oll'n mon~mcnt. 
These ini!'I'Ilal c·olltl':llli<:tions arc part and 
parcel of 'lrot . :•: ~ · i :; t thcor1· it, , if ;md ll'ill 
inevitably contribute to 1ts defeat in the course of 
the class struggle . 

' perm_ anent 

The cornerstone of llw Trotskyist politic;d line 
is its parti('ul a r versif111 of the theury of tile 
"p,;rrn ancnt re1·o!ut ion ." 

What :1rro its e~Sl'lttial features'' What 
scpnrates it from !he idt•;Js of the pPrtll:l!ll'llf 
n·,·olution put forll'ard h~ · :darx and LPnin .~nd. 
in the final ;u;,llysis. 1\'}l:lt turn ;. it into a cuunter­
revoluti<Jn<tr) theory and practice ~ 

The origin 11f the· \larxist tlwory ol the per­
manent renJlution st£'1:1s frrJ:n thP lnllu '-' 'ing 
qucstio,, · I !oil' du J'l o; ,•t .. rl .m re '. ultii iotl:ll"l l'S 
cont:ein• their ~tr: t ! cg ic ta s k~; in the c·ountries 
where the hour!-'rois ckt ,JO<.:ratic n•1·olution 
against fc•!ld :tli s1n J.a,., j t' l !11 b,· c;trried tl;rOl'l'h 
to tile l'nd'' 

TIH' sa11H: question \\'as posed by the an :u ·­
chists in a differrnt ll"ay : \\ 'hy sholllrl the 
worl; l' rs lJe,·olm' irwoll·c ·d in the IJ.IttiLs ut the 
bour;~!'ol isic. i.t•. , <Jg • .in"t till• uld. fl'ucial order: 
In hi :. 11ork . "TII'o Ta!'lil's," Lc·nin :ln~: \\Tred "" 
foll!ll\·s : "The \l'orkinf ~ ,· J;t s,., ts. thl'rl'forc. moq 
ccrt ;unl~ intc·rl'~ted 11 1 tl•c• IJro:Hh-st. frn·,:t a1HI 
nwst rapid dl'l'elllpi •H'nt of r; tpit :distil 'J'he 
rento1·; d c>f all remn;~nt s of tiw old orOL'I' . is of 
ab~ol11:e ;Hh·ant :1gc til tilt' 11 orki1tg rl:ts ,: .. 

•· 1'11•· IIWI'l' compkll· . dt•tt'l'lll111l'd and con -

Pagt' I 

sist cnt the hoUI"J.!L'nis l'('\'olutiol1. till' nwre 
assured ll'ill til<' prolet:triat's stniCt :IP liP «r~;~inst 
ti ll· hnur~eoisil' :1nd fur ~oci;tlr~-nl. In a 
l't•rtain -;ens•· :t hullrf',t'PIS rr1·oh11 ion is more 
<Hh':tnt:q•,('olls to thl' proletariat than to thr 
hourg••oi-;ie . . It is In llw :tdl'antagl' of the 
I•Plil ~ ·. 1 ,•i·: il' In rt'11 till l'tTI:tin !Ttnn:tnl -< pf til~< 
p;t , t, ;~:.; :l~illllSt tilt• pr,f<-t :tri<ll . tnr ill ' t' '" ' 't '. •'rt 
lh(' lllllll.tl'dl\' , th<' ~(illlrllll" <1!'111\', t'tt' 

"Sor1ai ·Deinonats IC'tHI~rnuni.~t,.;• tdlt'll <'X­
pn·~-; th is idea somt'\1 h:1t dil tt'l"l'l1!ly !11· st:lllllg 
that thl' I.Jourg,•oi~ie hctr;1~· s its 0\\'11 s••lf. th:tt thr 
bourgeoisie brtra~·s the r;~use of liberty. th:ll the 
bout g!'uisi1• i~ im·apai.Jk nf being con~i>.tl'lttl;. 
dt'llliHTatic . · · 

The proble111 posed . t!H·n. is ho\1' do<'' the 
proll't a ria t carry through the dt•m ocr :1 tic 
revolution in ~uch a ll'<t:> th;tt it gnlll·s ol'er 1rdo a 
,.;oci ;tllst revolut 1u11 

"\\"i til<- the rlt' ll lll<T:ltic hourgt•o> i~i•· v. i..;h to 
tennin<~tt· the re1·nlution ;ts quick!~ :•~; p.'s"ihlt•," 
said :\l<1n; in his ",\ddn·s~ to th· Communist 
League." "our Interests and our t;sks l'Oil ~' lst itt 
making the revolution )Wr11lilnent lllltil all the 
mon· or less propcrty-oll'ning ~ la ss£':-.. h;wc 
hec11 rcmoYed from po11 cr. until t 'H' prolrtariat 
has conquered state poll'er. until the union of 
prukt:1rian~ not on ly in OIH' conntr~. but in :1ll the 
leading countrit•s nf the world. ln. dcveloy ·d to 
sueh an extf'nt that rompeti ion hl'lii"L' t'n 
proletarians of those cou:-~t rirs ha~; :'Cased ;~nd at 
lea,., ! tilL' dPci~il'e produrt11·e fo. t:es ar.· con­
t·entr;ltcd in lh<' ha11ds of prnlPtari :llls . \',"h:ll 11·e 
are ronu•rned 11 ith is not a chit' 1.!!' i11 i' l" il·:,te 
pro[ll" t~·. r:ot >'<•flcning C'l<~ss corllt.H i it·tion ~ . ilut 
al .. tltshin~\ cl;,~st· s. not in: pro . i11 g t':-. : -:t111g 
~ocicty. hut found ing a Ill'\\' suciCiy ." 

Thus til(' l'l'l·o!ution is "pt' l"lll i.tll'lll" in (\1"0 
ll'ays. 1-'ir~t. in looking toll'<~rd t tc· futur!'. its 
<.:ourS!' i:-; Oil(' ol uuintc'ITIIpt!'d 1 las -: "''l ll',g ie 
until •bs~cs tlll'lll,;clves :II'<' aiJol ,(H"d ~ .. C1111d, 
looking hack historical!~ nne ~· clas~es :1n' 
abolished. lht· re1·olution is pl'tTI:l!wnl i!l til•· 
S{'nse th:1t tlwn• is no lnnger clas~ ~ t ru~:~ l(' ;1nd 
tlw ~··izurl' of l' ''"'l'r <~nd dominati( n nf orlL' cl :tss 
by ill tot lwr. 

This is <I gener:d statt•nwnt of tlw th eor~· of till' 
pcn li anr·nt rel'fthrtion th:-~t i~ upheld h.\ :-.: :~rxist­
l.enini,.,ts. \\'here lhl· d11"idi ng line l!l't\ITC'Il 
proletarian revolutionari es a ;H' Trotsk1i ,., t~ 
l ' llll'I"I~Cs, hol\'('': t·r . is in th e partirnlar1:y nl the 
qw· :., t i(ln, 11 hen it j,., :.prlit·d in pr;l('l icc· 111 the 
actual rumse of n·1·ulutionary ~t rug); l , ·. 

0'\1-: Ill\ 1111-:S 1'\'t n T\111 
llol<" drd the lor('(·" H'jll't'o!' tll t•rl b.v L-, :il I,C'IIin 

<IIHI '1'•1 l l S k~.' ~ee till' Clllll'»l' of · l:l' " uu ill­
IP!'I'It[ltf"d" l'l'\"oJUt iCl ll in till' l'OIHT('[!' !'•lll d l! i on~ 
in Hu ·,s ia'.' lfo11· ll•·rc' tltt•y aiJlc to : til ~ t,' m­
por;~rily and 11h;il rt'" f'l'l'lil ·c· lessous 1\(T< ' c ~ r a·.1·n 
that lr·d to "ont• di ,· idi lt t~ 1ntn l\l'n," thl'llt :c, h tile 
ellll'I")!C'Ill'l' Of tii"O il<lCS 1lll !(II' Stl'; llq_;y ftll' 
n •,·olution through n1:t t11e llurld '1 

Tllr c'l' pn~itions \ItT <' d!'il. t:ed :t m on..! liu ,s i:111 
l'l'\"lllutiPn:ntc:-. on how tiH' stru ,: ! ~il' 11 nuld 
dc·\'l·lop . :\11 :-..t;~rted fr olll th e prc,n ic<' tiLt i till 
f1rst lash \l';t S thl' IHouq:,·oi ::. re,·nilltiP' l hut then 
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brok~ down into 1\len,;hcvik. Trotskyist and 
Rolshc1·ik camps. 

The !\len,.,hcvik view was . rightist. The) 
hclievt•d llwt ~inci' it w:1s n hnuq,:Pois re\'olution. 
it would be led by tlw libnal lJour,~l'•lbH· <lnd 

- support<'d hy the wnrking rl~1ss. Its :lim would l>c 
thv C're<1t1nn of :1 c~<'lllt<t'l : llil' n·~n1hlic /1t':t : I, ·.J h.1 
the capil:lbts :1s ih first s1:1 t:<'. 11 lndl wo1:ld I;J,.f 
for as long as 200 ~'L':lrs hdore being surpassed 
by its second st:1ge. or proletarian socialist 
revolution. 

This 1·iew was re:1dionary on two counts. 
First. it p:oposcd a ~ubordinat<' ::llliance with a 
rlass bound to betray l'\'t·n its own democratic 
aims. Second, it favort.'d this alli:1nce with the 
1iber<1ls as opposl'd to an <1llianc£> with the 
peasantry, 1\hich the ;\ll'nsheviks tended to view 
as a conservative forcP and the base of reactior). 

Trotsky's view. which Lenin design:.tted 
"absurdly left." '.l'as s unlnH·ci up by its for­
mulator in hi:> essay. "Till' Three Conceptions of 
the t:u~sian He\'olution ." in the following way: 
."Tht• C011lp!ctl' l' ict ory of the dl'rnocrat ic 
revolut inn ir, ltussia rs inconceivable otherwise 
than in th£> form of th£> dictatorship of the 
prolet;1riat basing itself on the peasantry. The 
dictator;;h;p of tlw pro!et(lri:Jt. which ll'ill 
inescapably place on the order of the day not 
only democratic but also socialist tasks. will at 

the sam<' time provide <1 mighty impul.o;p to the 
intern:ttional soci;disl rt•volution . Onl .1· thl' 
victory of the prolPtHriat in the \\'l'st will ~hit•lct 
Hus!'i.l from houq~cois n•stor:1t ion and Sl'l'lll'f' 

for hl'r the possibility of hringin~ the soL·ialist 
constnrction to its conclusion." 

l.c•nir:'s vi<'ll' was opl'osl'd In hnth 11f t!H·~!' . 

Ag:1inst the :\knsh('l'iks he ,.,t:1ted th,• folldll ing: 
"The proletariat must l'(lrry throU)!h. to th<' 1·er~· 
t•nd. tlw democratic re1·oluti0n hy att:1ching to 
itself the mass of the peasantry in order to l'rush 
by force tlw resistance of the autocrac~' and to 
para!~· "' the in~t(lbilit~· of the hotll'f.~f'ni o; ic . " 

In order to thus " paralyze" :111d kcl'p the 
bourgeoisie from fully con~olid:~ting its poll'er. 
Lenin s:1id, the r<'volutionary masses ll'ould have 
to establish a "revolution(lry democr:ltic dic­
tatorship of the proletariat and peasantry.'' 

"Rut of course," he add£>d, "this will he. not a 
socialist but a democratic dictator::hip . It ll'ill 
not he abk to touch upon tht• fot.r1d:t1inn~ of 
capit;rlism (without a \\'hole series of st:1gcs of 
revolutionary de\'el0pment \." 

In opposition to Trotsky, then, L( nin insisted 
that the revolution would deYclop in singes , of 
which this was the first. At the same time this 
was only to be a transitional stat(· of affairs. 
which would immedi<Jtcly and unhtcrnrptl'dly 
grow over to the second stage, the dil'!atorship of 
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Trotsky, speaking here in 1923, soon opposed Lenin's views. 
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thr prolrtarial, whrrrin : 
"The proletariat must :lC'<:Pmplislt the soci:-~list 

revolution by att;n:lting to tlsPII' tl:e mass nf tltP 
semiproll'tarian Pkments of the pPpulation rtlw 

_ poor peasants l in order to crush l1y force the 
resi!>la :1cr· or 11. 1· ho11q: <' t1bi,• ;•nd t" par:lly7r' th«' 
in~tul>iJity 11i !Iii' t"'l(~·: ililn:t·,,j,il'." 

Tltt• rl'lation~l!ip I>L'tii'('Pnlltl' I\\'O sl:ll~<'s. Lentn 
said, \l':lS that "lit'' ftr . .;t gro1•. ~ into the Sl'l'llttd. 
The second. in passing. sol\'es th(• problems of 
the first . Thr second con~olidat<·~ tlw work of the 
first. Struggle, and nothing but strugglr. decides 
how far the second succ·ceds in outgrowing thr 
first." In anothrr work he adctrd . "to attempt lo 
raise an artificial Chinese wall brtwrcn the first 
and second revolutions. to sc par:-~te them by 
anything rise than the degree of preparedness of 
the prolrtaria l and thr degree of unit~· \\'ilh th<· 
poor pe;1sants. is to ~e nousl y distort :\Inrxism. to 
vulganzc it. to substitute liberalism in its 
stead ." 

Trotsky opposed the concept of the 
"democratic dictatorship of the prolrtariat and 
peasantry" and considered it "unrealizable" in 
practice. "In this polemic,'' Trotsky writes in his 
work "The P ermanent Revolution,'' "I accused 
Lenin of overestimating the independrnt role of 
the peasantry. Lenin accused m<• of un­
derestim:lting the revo l ution~•ry role of the 
peasantry." 

Trotsky claims to uphold the alliance bet wren 
the workers and peasa nts, at least insofar as 
democratic tasks are being carrird out. \\'hen 
socialist tasks an• on the a·grnda, however, his 
position shifts drJst ic<llly: 

" ... Preci:;t!!y in <,:·dcr to sccurr its l'ict t,ry, the 
proletarian vanguard 11·ould he forced in the \'Cry 
E'a r ly stages of its rule to make deep inroads not 
only into feudal proprrty but into capit;tlist 
proprrty as well. In this tl.t• prnlf'!ariat will come 
into hostile collisi on, not only with the bourgrois 
groupings whicil supported llw proletariat in the 
first st;tges of revolu tiona ry struggle. but also 
with tlw broad mass<'s of peasants who 11·en• 
instnmH.•n tal in bringing it to power." 

ElsC\I·Iwrc, Trotsky is t·vt·n mon• blunt : "Left 
to its own forcPs, t!tc working class of Hussia will 
inevitably he rruslwd hy thr countcr-rcvolulion 

the moment the peasantry will turn away from 
it." 

SI'I·:CI:\1. FOit:\1 OF Al.l.IM\CE 
Lenin's l'iew is directly opposite: "The dic­

tatorship of the ptoletariat is a special from of 
class allianl'r hrt•.I"<'Pn the pr,,letar iat. the 
vanguard of the toill•rs. and <he nutncrous 
nonproletarian strata of lhl' toilers (t he petty 
bourgcoisic,thr small craftsm;lll, the pC'asantry, 
the intcll ig,·ntsia, etc. lor thr majority of these ." 

Thus Trotsky's t <.tll-. about the "independent 
role" of the pPasantry is :t smokescrrrn :-~nd 
Lenin was absolutely correc t in :1rguing tha t 
Trotsky undcrcstint:ttrd its n·\·olulionary role. 
At the same limc,liw other ~Jdt• of the coin of this 
"uncl<>rrslimation" is ttw dcniaJqf the abili ty of 
the workers In I<·:HIIh<' 111<tSSl'S or IIH' praS<tJl(S in 
socia list con ~t ruction. sim·<' IIH'Y arc bound tn 
come into ''ho,;till' eol ltsion" wit h them. 

']) 
Trotsky's virws on thr coursr of the Hussi;1n 

rcl'olution. likt' thosl' of the 1\lcnsht'\'iks. 1\'l'l'l' 
refuted hy hi , lorv. Tht' r<'l'olution was both 
uni11trrrupt<'d :n1d devclopl'd in st;1~es. Th<· 
rcl'olutionary d<'llllll'l'atic dictatorship nf t!u~ 
1\'nrkPrs and pt•asants calll<' intolwim•. cturtn!-! tlw 
Jir .; t ~l:tgt•, dur1111! till' pNiod of llw du;tl jiPII ,·r 
anrltn thl' sprn:\1 lnnn ol the So1 il'ls ol \\orl-..·t< 
;1nct S<>lcli<"rs' llt'puti<•s . TIH•sc Sn1 i<'ts . of t'ollrS l' . 
as th<'ir "dcgrc!' of pn·p;1rrctm•ss" of lh<' lltll 'kt•t·s 
and "degree of unity'' wtth th<' poor pcas:JIHS 
incrrasrd. grew o\·cr into thr prolrtarian dic­
tatorship lhrollf~h tlw October Hl'volulion. \\'h:11 
this meant for Trotsky's"pcrmancnt 
revolution" becomes clear when it is considcn•d 
with tlw eonl'epl of "sol' t:dism in Olll' countr~ ." 

Socia!i§in 
• In 

one cot11n-try 
49 ' PMWf"&......,_~~ 

II is an historical f:lt' l that J'rnl:,ky slohJd 
torether \\'ith l.cnin and the lkl~ll(•yik p:trly 
during tlw October lte1·olu tion of ,\Ill 111 Hu :;sia . 

But it is al~o lrlll' that 111 Februtry l'll7 Lenin 
termrct Trolsk~· a ''s\\'inr'' and "s ·oundn·l" :1nd 
in 1\Jarl'h of I \Jill dcclarPd his 1·ic,.,s <•11 the most 
crucial issut• to the sun·ival of th· re1·o!ution· 
the sig11ing of the Brcst-Litovsk p< act• tre:1ty - lv 
be "aiJ~;olutel~· ,., ron~." 

Why wrre Trotsky and thr 1.1' 1inists :dJI<• to 
find a temporarv unity durin{ fh,• <k tohc r 
period? \\'hy did that unity SUtT\111,11 to :t ~< ' I' ll ~ qf 
"t:1et ica I" d tit en·nccs wh i c 1 l'\'C'n t u;ill y 
dcvclorwd into I wo oppo~inK line~ .> n I h<' (}LH'st :on 
of building "socialism 111 OtH' cm.ntry '''' 

The answer li e:; in tl~t· tnt <'rna l <·.mtradit'ii(ln 111 
Trotsky's virw<> anclltis lailurr t' lake into ac­
count the changing national <l tH I intern <1tion nl 
ohjectivc conditions d<'ll'rmining llll' cours<· of 
th<' rrvolutionar~· slntgg le . 

On one hancl, Trotsky stood in oppt,siti<lll tot he 
hour~Poisic <tnd call<.oct for lltr imnH'Liiate 
transition to the prol<'tan:lll dil'l :tlors!np ln 
spite of the fact that this \\'as :tn ultra-l<'t'tt"t 
position prior to I li P fi t· ~ t sl;tgt' ol Ill!' n·1·olu1 it•n 
in 1-'chruary . Trotsky'!:' oppostlton to the 
Provisional Govcrnnwnl :1ncl his call for tl:e 
assumption of 1111 po\ll' r to the So' il'ts duritW the 
transition to the seeond stag<' pl;ll'<•d hitn oiJ­
jcctively i11 tlH' s.1 tnr position as llw 1\olshc·vtks. 

(Jn the otlwr hand. Trot~ky s toml in oppostlton 
to the 1\ol.,lteviks tnl'laimin ~~ that the prolc!;trtal 
was hound to coJtll' into "ho~l ile colli:;ion" I\ tlh 
the l1ro.1d 111:1sses nf peasants durin~ soct;dtsl 
construction :1nd that "without direct ,..l;ltt· 
:upporl from the l·:uropean prolct:1riat. the 
working class of nussia cannot maint:Jin ilst'll in 
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Josef Stalin. 

power and transform its temporary rule into a 
durable sociali~t dictatorship . This we cannot 
doubt for an in s ta nt." 

These differences between Trotsky and the 
Lcninists did not imm ediately become 
paramount for l\\'o rr>itsons. hoth rC'latcc! to 
objective conditiuns. l .. tr!'.t, internally, Trotr.ky's 
views on the ·p .. a~anll y did not imnwdiatcly 
come to the for,·ground becaus<· the Soviet 
J'O\H'r's first ta: ;k:-. in the cuuntrysid<' were not 
socialist construction hut the completion of the 
democratic revolution :1~ain~t th•• i>ig l;1ndlords. 

With this much Trotsky agreed . But he did not 
believe it could go much further without 
soci a lism in )l!J\\'Pr in \\'estern Europe. AftPr 
vkto:·:• in the C1vil \\'ar and the successful 
conclusion of the tem porary retn·at during the 
periou of thl· !\PI\' Economic Program <NEP). 
the objcetive conuitions changed. Trot:>ky's 

. underlying viC\\':< on llw peasant masses did not 
chang<', however, \'. hich led him to vacillate on 
agrarian policy and finally to term the actual 
rural collettivizal ion an "economic adventure ." 

Second, on cxtc•rnal <Jill'S I 1 0 11~ et,ncNniug the 
"direct slate support" nf the European work!'rs, 
Trotsky's disagrc·(· :o~cnts \\'ere seen as "tac­
tica l" hecau~c th l· i!llllll'that<' postwar pcriorl 
was viewed a:; on (• of acute crisis for the 
t•apitalists and direct revolutionary offensive hy 
the rcvolutiona n proletariat. n~·spite the 
cm1·rgence nf !:-:ol'ids in llungar~· ;111d Gc.-many, 
however. the otfenst\'1' L1iled to bri ng aiH>Ut 
another proletarian state power. Aft!'r its Jwak 111 
1921, the offensive slacked off and IJy l!l21 had 
tumcd into a pr.lll'lari <ln ddPnsi\'l' ami a new 
period of ll'mporary stabilization <tnd offensive 
by Citpital. 

Why were tlw proletarian forces unahlt' to go 

further and take power in Europe? "It could 
have tak<'n pl;lc(•," said Lenin. "hut for the fact 
that the split '' ithin the proktari<tl of We~. tf'rn 
F.uropc was dL•cpPr. and the !reacher~· of the 
formPr socialist ll' 'Hkrs grcat\'r, th<t11 had been 
imagined." Trot~. ky. on the other hand. laid the 
111ain blame not on the sodal ·dl'mocratic op· 
poi tuni s ts, but un "the '' • ·:il;n~· s"''"· un· 
prepareuness and irresolution of the con!munist 
parties and the vicious errors of their leader· 
ship .... " 

But what did this turn of events mean for the 
new Soviet pow!'r'~ 

Although Lt•nin had proclaimrd in !\larch 1!l1H 
"that without a r e\'ol ution in Germany. wr shall 
perish," hr also made th<' point Pven rarlicr. in 
1915. that "tll1(;\'en economic and political 
development is an absolute law of capit:tlism. 
lienee. the victory of socialism is possible lirst in 
several Ol' even in one capitali s t country tnken 
separately." 

"It has turned out ," sairl Lenin lat ~r. after thP 
Civil War, "that while our force<. >ls did not 
materialize s impl y. rapidly and di1 ectly. thr~· 
were fulfilled insofar as we achiev£d the main 
thing . The possibility has been maim 'lined of the 
existence of proletarian rule and the Soviet 
Hrpublic even in the event of the ''<' ·Jd socialist 
revolution being delayed ." 

"But is the exislt'nee of a socialist republic in a 
capitalist environment at all coJ ;Ceivablc?" 
Lenin asked again. "From the p·. •litical and 
military aspects tt S<'emed inconcciv::ble. Thnt it 
is possible, both politically and mi itarily, has 
now bc<!n proved. It is a fact." 

Hy irnoring the changed objecti\'!' conditions. 
Trotsky arrived at llw opposi te ec.;·ri:JSJon: " The 
organic interd r·pendencc of th t' 'c· t'ra l cu un · 
tries , d!'vcloping toward an Jntern :: ti o nal 
divisio11 of !:1hor . excludes tlt t· p1 ssJIJility of 
building social1~m in one country . l'his means 
that I he 1\-larxi!:.t doctrine . which po! its th<1 t the 
social ist revolution can lwgin only 01 a n~llional 
basis. while thr · bui lding of snri:: l. sm in one 
country is imposs iblt• , has heen rf' Ill h red dou bly 
and trebly tru e. all the m ore so now, in the 
modern epoch .... " 

1-'l~t\1. \'I{'TOHY IS \\'Oitl.l)\\ IDE 
Marxist-Leninists. of course . have never held 

that the final victory of socialism- tre cl:tss:0ss 
society- is pos»iill !' in on!' country. "AcrNding 
to the Lt•ni nist \'1<'\\·po int .'' st:l!('S :\lao T~l'lt llH~. 
"the final victory of a soci:tlist country n;JI only 
requires the effort:. of the proletanat and the 
bro:~d masses of the people at hotne, hut a lso 
ill\·ol vcs the victory of the world r c\·o lution :md 
the abolition of the ~ystem of cxploit:1l ion of man 
hy man over the whol r glohe. upon wl11ch all 
111<11 1k ind will he ('lll:lliCip:l( ed." 

The Trotskyists ('onsider th is distinction 
between the final aims a nd the present tas ks of 
sodalist construct iun to he so much sa nd thrown 
in the face uf th e m:1ssPS . "ThP lo\\ I'St s t: l).!l' of 
rointnuni s rn,'' s .. 1id Trot~ky, rcft·n inl! to i\l:trx' s 
te rm d(•srrihing tlw initial penod of sona list 
construction, "bt'gins at that level to whi<'h the 

l'agc 7 
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most adv .111cPd capita 1 i~m ha,.. drawn rw:1r." 
l\lnst -.nci.dist ronstrurt i1lll . that has t;lk!'n 

place in lh<' world has bPen in rl'lativdy h;1ck· 
ward coHnlries. Hut tu call it "socialism." in 
Trotsky's \ i<•1•:. \\'ould nnl~· "hn:wtessly di'i<T!'dit 
tlw irl~ · .. 111' "''ri:il1< '-t1l'i •·t ' 1 1 tiH' cyt·> nf d1r 
toilin)~ lll;l~.,<-:~." tlf tl11~ P•J si !inn ll'l'l't' !11>1 
patPntly ridit'ltlous. one 1\'t,uld he led In tlw 
tondusion that tlw dt·rpest <liHI brn;HiC'st hatrrd 
of socialism in thr \\ orld today \\·oulcl be per· 
meated among the masses of the Chinesr 
people . ) 

II>EAI.IS:\1 \'EHSI ·~ :'IL\TJ-:111:\I.JS'I 
llow can Trotsky arriv<• at such a conclusion? 

By adorting an idl'alistratht'r than a materialist 
world ontlook: ' 'ThP SO\·i<'t proletariat has 
achiev!'d grandiose successes." writr" Trotsky 
In 1928, ''if w<· takt• into considaation the COil· 
ditions undl'r which they ha\'e he!'n attainec! <lnd 
the low cultural le,·el inhcritl•d from th<' past. 
Rut these achievements constit ule an extremely 
small magnitudr on the scales of the socialist 
ideal." 

What is Trotsky's "socialist i<ieal?" Writing in 
1936, after the successful conclusion of the first 
five-year plan and the collectivization of 
agriculture. Trot;:ky !< till says "there is not yet, 
in this fundamental sense. a hint of socialism in 
the Soviet Union." \\.hy'? Brcause "socialism, if 
it is worthy of tlw nnrne. means human relations 
without gr<'rrl, friend ship \\'ithout envy and in­
trigue, love without base calculation.'· 

Proletarian re,·olutiorwries. of cour:.e, must 
never forget the f1nal aims of their n·o,·ement 
and always fi ~ht to implt-ment tltc•m in tlw fullest 
way possible in tl'<,• present day struggle . But 
Trotsky· ~ usc of tht•se ~tanrlarcls to nJL·asure the 
advances of sociali,..m under conditions ()f class 
.domination and class struggle reduces thr role of 
the !\larxist ·Lenin ist \'anguard to that of a 
Sunday-school par:.on prattling moralistic 
aphorisms. 

This utopianism. however, is only thr vcneer 
on th(' Trotskyist attack on socialist con~lrurlion 
"in one country." Its essenct• is what has l<'d 
many revolutionaries to attack Trotskyi~ts for 
"supporting socialism everywher!:' in the world 
except \\·here it exists," that is, anti­
communism. 

Thr Soviet go\'ernment, v. riles Trotsky in 1936, 
"had become 'totalitarian ' in character several 
years l.Jeforr thi s word arri\'cd from CPrmany." 
What arc the r<'ots r.f fasci sm? "Jnp:aw:.;e 
militarism" and !he "t riu111ph of llitlcr,'' ;,: 1 y~ 
Trotsky, "are alike tlw fruits or the policy of the 

'Communist lntern.ttional.'' To rnakc sme tht• 
point gets :1cross, he <1dds, "Stalinism and 
fascism. in spilt· of a deep diffen·nce in ~ocial 
foundations . are ~ynnnetrical phenunwna . In 
many of th<'ir features tlwy show a d<":~dly 
similarity." 

That Trotsky's posi tion would lt•ad him into 
thi ;.: camp of the social ·tiP.mocratic rt'JH'g;1<ies 
hC'c:Jml' clrar to the lt':Hlrrshi p of the l:o\ ~ht'l' ik 
party hy l!l:N . AI that linll' Trotsky's initial unity 
with the Lt•nini~ls had bN•n transformed into its 

Page B -

nppositl'. There were now two lin<•s - the 
proktarian. ;1nd the urban pet(\' houq_:('ni .< - on 
almost evrry question . The ensuin1-~ :;(rlll:l~lt• 
bC'twet·n !ht'lil ;md th<'ir practil':tl ramifit';lti•lll; 
m:mlft•stl'd itsrlf in a deh;lte conrlucll'd ,,·ithin 
tlw p;lrt~· O\' l'r th n ·,• yP;lr~ ;111<f 1.-cl tin;lil .. t•' 11, • 
t'Xpubinn of Trotsky and hi~ "\toft" nppt.~ll ion 111 
\\)~7 . 

\\'hat \\'t'rt' tht• stratt't!ic qut•,.tloll>' in\'t'l"'·o·~ In 
a 19:1.i !:'JlC'l'l'h Stalrn focused tin· qu,·~tinll ;1!:;1111 
on the role of the pt•as:-~ntry ;IJld askt'd why it 
assumrd rxcept inn a\ importance in till' !'o,·iet 
Union at th:~t time: 

"The ... rr:~snn why the pr;1sant fllll'Stion h:1" 
assumed <·xrt•pt inn a I impor tauce for u~ at t h:· 
prest•nt moment is th<ll. of the :!I lit'" of lhl' So\'i('t 
power, of all the pro\Ptari:~t 's principal all it'S - nf 
whom there <Jn• four , in m~· opin ion tlw 
peasantry is the only ally that r:1n lw of din•ct 
assistance to our re,·olution 1t this very 
lllO!l1C'l1l." 

The four alli<'s werr: the prOletariat in the 
<ieveloped countries, the oppn•sserl p,•op\c in the 
undrrdrvelop<'d countries, the conflicts and 
contradictions between the capit .llist rountri<'s 
and. lastly, the pPasantry. 

The proletariat in the West. ~'.alin bt:lievl'd, 
was the principal ally. Uut due I'! it:" dd<'nsive 
position in tht' temporary stabili ·t.ation it \\'as 
•·unabl<' to rrnder us direct and drcisin• 
assistance at the pr<'sent mom•·nt ." The op­
pr<'SS('(l people~. he said. 1\'lTl' "c 1111111g din·, ·!1)1 

to our help, hut it is e\'idcnt th<~ tlwy 11 ill nut 
arriv<' quickly.'' Thl' rontr:ldicti .. ns anwn,c; tlw 
c<~pitalists had sen:ra l itSJWCts ned could not II,· 
relied upon. 

"There remains the fourth ally - tiH• 
p<'asantry," he s;licl. "It is .by our sidt·. v:t · ;lrt' 
living togc•ther. togc•thrr we <trr h nl cllnr. tht· nt•w 
life .... The pca~antry is not a~ Jt·lial •k <11'1 <Illy 
as the proletariat in thr del'<'lt;pPd cu• lntr iC':;. 
13ut. for all that. it is nr1 ally, 1nd of all t>u r 
t•xisting alii··~ it is the only one tl t:ll can rendr r 
us. and is rendering u~ . dir<'ct a~~ is tam'f' at this 
\'ery momrnt. rereiving our as~istance in ex· 
change." 

T\\'0 I.I;'I;ES 0:\ ,\J.l.II·:S 
Stalin then pointed to the two \in<'S withi11 the 

party : "lias thi s questinn-· tlw c1urstion of thr 
pcasantry-il ny ('onnectinn with the qut•,., tiun of 
Trotskyism. '' hich you havr discussed ht•r r''l 
t 1ndoubtedly it h:~s . 

" ... Can the bond. tlH• al\iancr· bf'!lt'Ct• n trw 
ll'orkt·r~ and pt ·o~san ts. be <'~io~hll~hl'd i·t ,;~~~ 
throry which in\·olvt·s disbelief in that :1lli; \ll l' l', 
i.e., th <' theory of Trotsky1sm, is not sm;l~h ,·, i'.' 
No . it cannot . The conclusior. i« ob 1· i!Jus · 
whorv<'r wants to <·nwrg<' from i\EP as the 
victor must bury Trotskyi. 111 a ~ an idt •o ln;:it'; ll 
tn•nd ." 

Thus Trotsky's position on thl' irnpossdlilit) of 
"socialism m one country" \c>d tum ;n1d h1s 
foll owers into a blind allt•y . The p;llh tlli'rt' \\';1s 
p;l\'l'd hy a dngm.llic and su11.it'l'ti\'(• \l (l l'ld l' it·w 
that <i<'nlrd thl' law CJf unl'V<·n t.it'\' l'fupm. ·nt in tlie 
impcn;Jlisll'poch. Its fnnt had two as pt·cts: an 



• infantilt' '' lefli~m " that led to :1 lint' of "skippirn: 

stages" and the "export" of • evolu tion and a 

right opportunist ' 'tht·nr ~· of produdive forces" 

similar to those IH'id 111 the 1%11~ by Khruslu: ht•v 

and L iu Sha11-chi . 'I his becam(' most apparent in 

'the Trol s\yist \ irw nf 1 he Cl· in I ' M : rt'\'olut ion and 

the n:ltiOII<t l liiJ<: ra(!Ofl 1110\'L'IIIl'llh Ill gPJH'ra(. 

..,.,. .., = -
The 

Two-stage 

revolutioP11 
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Trotsky's last stand in his batlle against the 

Comintern, while he was still w ithin its ranks. 

was on the question of the Chinese revolution. 

Today his con t('mporary followers stand in 

opposition to China's path of socialist develop 

ment and its contribut ion to the stra tegy of world 

revolution. 
What is the connection between the two? 

The heart of the Trotskyist position on the 

Chinese revo lution lies in its failure to grasp thP 

essence of the revolution's first stagr <IS a 

bourgeois-clenJOcratic rcvoluti.m combining the 

agrarian strugglr against feudal ism with the 

nation::~! liiJer<ltion struggiP against foreigc 

imperiali sm . 
China in the l!l:!Os \\'as a vast semi-coloni al and 

semi-feudal country . lls popul<'tion was over­

whelmingly compr ised of rurill peasants under 

thE> yoke of a brgl! feudal landholding l'!as!.'. Tile 

nation was disuni ted . torn apart by warln r d 

r ivalriE's throu~hout the C'ountry . and through 

competing imrwrialist powers dominating and 

looting its \'arious <'oastal cit1cs. 
The Chirlf'SP indu~tria l prolet:1riat wa s sma ll 

but militant, concentrated in a few urban cen ­

ters. The bourgeoisie was weak and divided . Its 

most powe-rful sector was a clas~; of cornpradors 

or "bureaucra t capitalists" integratt>d with 

colonial inlt>rests and linked to !curial forces. In 

between therf' was a mort· numerou s national o1· 

"middle" bourgeo isie, itsrlf hemmed in by the 

feudal warlords and fore ign capital, but ex­

ploiters of the workrrs :wd pea ~. anls nonctlwll!ss . 

At the other end was also a large urh:w petty 

bourheoisie, comprised of many diverse strata. 

FHIE!'\BS t\:\ll E~E:\IIES 

This is a I.Jrirf su111mary nf a more detailed 

picture of China drawn by 1\lao Tsctung in his 

1926 es~ay, ",\nalysis of the C'lasscs m ChinPse 

Soci<'l.v ." 1\lao wrote the work in order to answer 

the question he posed as of "the I irsl importance 

for the revolu tion: Who are our enemies'> Who 

are our friends'?" lie answered in the following 

way: 

"Our !'llt'mies nrt· nil !host• in l(':q.! llt' with 

irnperialis111 - tiH' warlords. tht• hurt'OILH: rats , tilt• 

t'OII!praclor l'la ss. till' hi )! L111dlord cl:1ss :1nd th•· 

: <'al'tll>llar~· st•dillll llf tilt' lllt• •lli)!t' ll1 si;J ;1 tt ;n·lll'd 

tn th<•m. The il'adlllg fort' !' in our rl'l'nlutio!l i~ till' 

1nclu;,tri;d prolt•tariat. ( lur rlo ~ t·st fl'll'nds ;1n· tlw 

en tin• St'l ll i -prok t:1r1.1t l ti ll' pt', IS:IIIt \ll;ts:-e:-: 1 

:1nd petty ltourl!l'tll:-:ic. As for the l ' acillatill)~ 

middle hourg('oisit•. tlu·ir ri ght 11'111 ~ 111a .\ 

hecome our t'JH' my and their lt'ft win~ m<IY 

become our friend - but WP must bt• const antly 

on our guard and not let th('lll t'I'P;ltc confusion 

within our ranb. ·· 
Trotsky t·ompiPtPly nppo~ed this position, 

which was essential!~· tlw s;J\IH' as that of tht• 

C'omintcrn's call during the l ~l20s for a 

revolutionary "bloc of four classes" in C'hina . 

The "bloc" was seen as n nationnlunited front of 

tht' worl:ers. peasants. 1w tty hourw ·oisic and 

national bourgeoi sie. The ~pea rll!'; d of the 

stru~glc wa s to ht• aimed at foreif.(n in·pcriali sm . 

Its leading force ll';lS to he th e proletariat and its 

motive forc e was to bt> the ngrarian re··olution of 

the prasnnt masses against the feuda l landlords . 

Politically, the bloc took the fo ·m of an 

alliance between the C'omm11ni::;t parry and the 

Kuomintnng ( !(!\IT), which 1\'LJ!'; at that timr 

ll'ilging a massive armed struggle a f.!:.. nst feudal 

and imper ialist forces . Till' Cl' joineci its rnnk!-', 

following th (• gnidnncc of th e 192:1 Thirc· Cong ress 

of the Comintern, led by Lenin. to ·push tin• 

Kuomintang leftward." \\'hile memh- ·rs of the 

Ki\IT and its armies . hoii'<'Vt'r, the ''P was to 

maintain its political ;md organi •.:· tional in­

dependeltl'l ' in order to bring into effect till' 

le;,cling roll· of tlw wor king c l as~ ··;ithin tile 
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, s united front. \\'hill:' the KMT was comprist'rl of all 
<'lasses, it represented the intNests of the 
national bouq!c,)isic, initi:~lly under tlw 
k,dcrsh:p of :O::un Yat-sen and later of Chi:m~~ 
Kni ·si,Pk. 

Trotsky considcr<'u the "bloc of four cl:~sses" 
counter-revolul.ion;!ry ;md a manift•station of 
"Menshevism" imposed in Chinn by St;d 1n . In 
his view the strur,gle had to be ~pe;nheadcd 
against the bourgeoisie as a whole . At tl1e samt• 
time, he playeu duwn or dismissed <'ntirely th<' 
feudal and imp<'rialist targets of the revolution. 

'NO L\NJ)LOnns• 
"There is almo '> t no estate of l:lndlords in 

China," Trotsky •:: rotc in a ludicrous p:~ssa~<' in 
his 1929 work, "The Permanent rl.l'\'( ,Jution." 
"The lan::lowners arc n~uch more ir.timatelv 
bound up with the capitalists than in Tsari;l 
Russia. nnrl lhr specific weight of the agrarian 
question is therefore 111uch lightr~r than ir1 Tsarist 
Russia." 

Stalin, in a re.ply to Trotsky at a 1927 meeting 
of the Comintern, noted the vast and elemental 
upsurge of the peasants against the feudal 
landlords and asked: 

"Where does the ;1grarian revolution in China, 
with its demand for the confiscation of the land­
lords' land, come from? . . . Surely, the agrarian 
revolution cannot have dropped from the skies?" 

Trotsky practically liquidated th<' ag1 arian 
content of the bourgeois -den1ocratic revolution 
and li1r1itr·d it<; scop.! mainly to thC' interests of 
the national bourgeoisie. "The Ch\nt'se 
revolution," he states in ' 'The Chinese 
Revolution and the Theses of Comrade Stalin," 
"has a nati•mal bt>Urgcois L·haracter principally 
because thC' devclrqment of the productive 
forces of Chinese ca pitalism collides w1th its 
governmentnl customs rl<'pendence upon the 
countries of irnperiahsm." 
. "The rc\·oluticn in China," Stalin answered 

Trotsky ironically, "is primarily, so to sp<'ak. an 
anti -customs r evolution . ... 

"Permit me to ohsc n e,'' he continued, " t!Idt 
this is the viewpoint of a state counsPlor of '/lis 
Highness' Chang Tso-lin (China's self· 
proclaimed C'mperor.) 

"If Trotsky's virwpoint i:> correct, thC'n it must 
be admitted that Ch ;.mg Tso-lin ;md Chiang f\ai­
shek are right in not desiring either an agrarian 
or a workers' revolu tion and in striving only for 
the abolition of the unequal tre<.~ t i t-s and tlw 
l 'Stabli shmC'nt of ru ~tnms :11 1lonomy f" r \hil'a." 

ltiGIITF.ST IN ESS E M'F. 
Thus through its "ldt" form of opposition to 

the national united front during the anti ·fC'udal 
and anti -imperialist stage of th<· revolution. 
Trotsky 's viewpoint is revealed to be rightist in 
its essence. 

llow WC'rc thC'se questions reflected in the 
actual practice of th•' Chinese revolut ion'? Tlw 
Trotskyists have claimf'd that Chiang K:-~i -shC'k ' s 
betrayal of the unil t·d front. and massacre of 
Communbts in 1\127 cunclusively dernor.strat• ·d 
the "countt•r-re\'olulwnary " char;lcler of til e 
Cuminteyn line at the time as well as Mao's line 
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us it is ~tilllwing developed and applied today. 
The C'hirwse f'nmnlllnist part~· hf'lil'H'S that its 

linr was coiT<'l't durin~· "the t':ll·lv and 1111ddk 
f;tag£•s" of th<' l\l:'4 -27 1H'riod and w;J~ sumnwd up 
h~· ;\!;10 in his " ,\naJ~·s l" n: ('It " "''" ·. " 
Tow;Jrd lht• ''JHl htl\\T\'Pr. as f 'l1i 111...: K.:i ·Shl'k 
s!Jiftf'd incn•a.;in~J .\· to till' rhchl .1r;cl th• rnti:unl 
hourgroisi;-. in th<' 111:Jin. clest•rtt•d till' r1 ' 1nlutinn, 
the party's lilw camP to b<· dullllllatccl b~· the 
right opportunist polieiC's of C!H'n Tu-!Jsiu, the 
CPC's grnl'ral ~t·crrtary. 

In thf' fact' of tlw KI\IT's l'fforts to suhordi rwte 
tlw C'PC. spurrrct on b~· the grO\\ in1~ fear of the 
worker ;md pl'<l S:Illt up,;ur gt· \\ 1thin thr 1\:\IT 
!Padership. CIH'II Tt!·hsiu pm,;ut•cl :1 f'tllit·,· nt "n il 
ril li :Jnce :1nci no strtJ<!)~II''' \\'!th in th r unltt•tllront. 
thu,; liquidalinl.! tlh' pmll'tariat',; k:Hi1n1~ rolr. 
Chen i!l::;o f(';ll l'd th<' pe:1sant ri,iJll!S. helil'ving 
th e~ had "gont• too far" a:1d llut tlwy \\'t'r<' il 

"eonservative" lon·t· "unlikl'.\' to join the 
revolution." In practice this me.1nt capitulalion 
to the betrayal of Chiang f-.::-~i-shck. 

'1.1-:FT' OI'I'OSITIO' TO 1'1·: .\:;;\:\:TS 
AI the sam<' tim e a seconci dt• ,· iation arost' in 

the CPC, th!:' "left" opportuni' line of Ch:1ng 
Kuo·lao. aimed :1t "Ci ll struggl<' ,I'Jd no ;illlann· ." 
\\'hile C'hen Tu-hsiu only curriPt favor I':Jth the 
1\MT and discounted tlw pPnsm ts. Chang Kuo­
tao urged relianee "only ·m the labor 
movement" and likc·wisC' C!Sf'ountl' c: the 
peasants. 

Opposed to wh:1t \\·as idt•nlic:-~1 in hoth thr ri ;,~ht 
;md "left" opportunist I111<'S wa :; ~.1:-~o T,.:pfunf(, 
who organized and ~upport c d tlw :l!~ r .~ nan 
revolts. stating that "\\ 1tlwut th : poor lll ':tsants 
thrn• would be no revolution ." ,J;:v· ,; Jh'l ;t') on 
the unitC'd front thmughoul the <'llinc:<t.> 
revolution was on<' of both "mite ,,·ith and 
struggl<' :1gainst." ahr:tys 111:11: tainim~ tl 1l' in­
dt•penciPnrc of thl' (' }'(", its lear.;ng r.-,k :1mnng 
the masses and it,; ;1 rnwd powlr. 

l\1ao 's pos i tion did not win IH gcmony at the 
lim£' . " In \9D Chen Tu -hsiu':; rapitulati o11 iSm ." 
l\1au wrolt• !.Jtt•r in 1\117. ''kd to Lll' f;: ilt,n· nf the 
revolution. :\o nH'Illhrr nf our p; rty shn1ild ever 
forget this hi'lonr~ll !l'sson written in l>luod.'' 

\\'hirh tendt·ll e~· wa s lllOSt rept·r scntrd hv the 
gc·n"ral litH' d Itt<' C'nminl<'rn" "I hnow that 
there an· 1-\unmintangl :, ts <Jnd <'\'en Ch1ne:-.e 
Communists.'' St::1iln statPd in I~J.Ji . "who do not 
consider it I ' O ~ S J h!e ro un]f';Jsh n •,·nh n inn 111 !111~ 
rountrysidt•. Sill<'<' tlH'\. f1 ·ar til<~! 11 the p l' : • "~llltry 
wcr,· dr::1wn in~'' :lw :·o•\·nl ll ll<lll 1[ 1\ IIUl d <it ci,l tpt 
the un1tect anti · in l pt•rrah~t ir. t:Jl. Tll:t l i:; a 
proft>unu £'!Tor. coiJJI 'i!d,•s. Tlw IIIIO!'l' q•nckl,· ;llld 
thoroughly tlw Cl!inl'S!' pc:-~s:nilr , · is dr,\\111 into 
the rt•volution. tile stro11ger am! m••n· po\\ 1·rful 
the anti·imperi;dist front in Chin1 \\·Ill lH·." 

For ;~s much ;1s a yt• :l!· pnor to l 'lu.li t:: hai­
shek ·~ 1927 1·onp. I he C1lln i ntcrn had UJ'I!l'd and 
warned the ( 'illlll'!-.t' ('!' to \\ork lot· the 
"res ignation or 1' '\]llllsiun or l!ir.lits i'l'<dll !he 
1\unmlntanJ!." S1 x \lt·l'ks pr1nr In :lw t'••t ·:'. it 
st;~tl'd, "It JS m• , ·c•ssar~· to ado;11 t !Jt' rot1rsv of 
arltllllg t!H' wurk1 ·r, and I'<':IS<•nt,; :1nd rm1v•·rtmg 
th• · peasant l'OIIIllliltl'I'S in till' ln•:.Jiitlt:S into 
actual organs of f'.u\'Prnmu.t .ll a11tliority 



.._. . .. 
• equipped with armed sdf-defense . . . . The 

Communist party must not come forward as a 

brakr Oil ttw mass mon•mcnt: the Communist 
party ~hould not cover up the treacherous and 
rP;Jction:: r ~· policy f'r the Kuomint:111,: Rit!hts. 
;md ~hould mubtliL" rh,· 1:1a~::;cs ;1round tilL' 
Kuomintan~ and the Chinese Communist party 
on the basis of exposing the Hights." 

In the main, tht• Com intern ad\·ocated a policy 
put into practice indt'penckntly by Mao and 
ignored or opposed by both C'hm Tu-hsiu and 
Chang Kuo-tao. There werr also a number of 
mistakes, som<' of which wcrr corrected and 
others which had more serious consequcnc<'s . 
Most significant was tlw role of Borodin, a k<'y 
Cornintern advisor in China at the time who 
vacillatccl on carrying out the Comintern line 
and took a number of p0s1tions close to Chen 1' 1-
hsiu. 

If Trotsky's line can be said to have h·1d 
anything in common with Chinese realitv, 
how<'ve r, it was clos<'st to the "left" opportuni~rn 
of Chang Kuo-tao. Trotsky later saw in Chiang 
Kai -shek's coup the "completion" of tl:e 
bourgeois-d<'mocratic revolution and the onset of 
a new period of "~tilhilization'' in China. What 
actually transpired was a prolonged period ,,f 
renewed crisis, civil war and "dual power" >n 
the form of liberal ed base.;; in the countryside 
Trotsky's line here, which called for a ''cor:­
stituent assembly" ann legal struggle for 
de1nocratic rights, was thoroughly rightist ar. j 
devoid of any eonnection with the actual cour·s · 
of class struggle. 

liberation 
struggle 

"The strength of Marxism." writes Leon 
Trotsky in "The Third lnlernaliorlill After 
Lenin," "lies in its ability to foretell." 

Trotsky rnadf! the remark in ;~ 192R com ­
mentary on the Chinese revolution. In th<' smne 
work he also made a number of predictions 
which, if he is rneasurcd by his own st:.~nct;~nl. 

place him cnnsidl'rably nut~ide and oppo<;ed to 
the camp of those w!Jo de sene to be c<~lled 
Marxists. 

Evt>ryone knows, for instance, of the 
magnificent <~nd heroic role of th<' Ch iiH'Sl' 
peasant nwssPs as the main forct• of til<• 
rt•vulutinn. as tiH· haekhon<· of llw Hed Armv 
and, und<'r the proletarian lt•;tdership of th~· 
Chin<•sc Communist party, as a \'ita! c·omponcnt 
pa r t of socr;dist ·m1stnw1ton in Clti11a tcd.1y. 

What tlid Trol:.>ky "foretell'!" 

"Numerically the Chinese peasantry con­
stitutes an even more overwhelming ma!'s than 
the Hussian pea~antry." he writes in tht• <. ai!H' 

work. "But. .. the Chinest• p<•asantry is t•vcn 
le~s capahl<· of playing a lf' ;tdinl! roll' th:tn till' 
l{ussian :\1 present this is no longer a matll'r of 
theoretic;~! for<'c;~st. hut a fact Vt'rified eom ­
plctdy in all its aspects ." 

It is also a matter of fact that the Chinese 
revolution was characteriwd by a protracted 
period of dual power for nearly two decad es . 
"f!ed political power." sus tained by the Hl'cl 
Army and organiz<'d hy the CPC, was 
<'Stabli shed in a number of liberated zon<'s 
stretching over vast arl'as nnd incorporating 
scores of millions of people. Th<' governm<'nt~ of 
the base ilreas rallied the masses and stq> ·hy ­
step carried out the democratic tasks of the 
revolution. includin~ land reform and lh<' 
struggle against the Japam•se imperialists . 

:\E\\' lli'::\JO('H \('\' 
Mao Tsetung termed the character of the state 

power and economy in these ar<>as as "new 
democracy ," or a proletarian-led "dictiltqr~hip 
of all revolutionary classc•s over tlw couotlcr­
revolutionaries and traitors ." Their existence 
was seen as the first stagt' of the C"h ine!'c 
revolution. which would be completed in the 
main when they \\ere extended over the entire 
country . At that time the revolution would illl­
mediately and uninterruptedly pass over to its 
second stnr;e of !'ocialism :-tnd the dictatorship of 
the proletariat. 

Such il development was possible. Mao said. 
because of the moribund character of im ­
perialism nnd the fact th~1t tit\· Ol'tuht•r 
revolution in 1917 had placPd th<' boufJ:cot'-· 
democratic revolutions in tllC' colontal countries 
on the side of the proletarian sucialist \\Nid 
revolution . "It is no longc•r ;t rrvolution of the old 
typ<'," !\lao staten in 1\140. "l<'d I.J~· tlw bour~~l'o~ll' 

with the aim of establi~l11n1~ n cnpit~tlist so,·il'tv 
and il state ur1der bourgeois dtctatorship . It 
belongs to the new type of 1 evolution led by the 
proletariat. ... " What l\lao hnd done. in <'ffC'\'1. 
was to creativrly apply ;111d further den'lop 
Lenin's theory of till' •·revolutionary d<'mocr;t tic 
dictatorship of the proletariat and peasantry ·· tu 
the concrete conditions in Chinn . 

Again. what di d Trotsky ·'fordC'I I'? " 
"The formula of the d<'rnocra t ic dictator~h!p 

has hopcl<'ssly outlived its usdulness .... the third 
Chinese rr·volution. d<'spit <' th£' grrilt h;lck­

w;trdilcss of China. or mor<' correctly. i>t'causc of 
this !! real hackwardn<'ss as cotnpared \t ith 
Hus~ia. w1Jl not h;~,·e a 'dcmocr:~tic · pl·riod. no t 
even su l'h a si·Hnonth Jll'rtod ;ts tlw Ol'lok'l' 

H<'volution had t ;\;ov<'mher 1\!1 7 to .lui~· 1\1\l\1 l.u t 
it will bl' ('Otnpelkd from thl' very out sl'l to dkrt 
!lw most d<'cisive shak<' up and ;d>olitiot• of 

hour~~l'ois prnp!•rty in city ;tnd vill;lf:l' ." 
L1~hin~ out ill "som <' IIH'I ' 'I'h.\ ~ 1\·: , nllllll'.l' l s 

plu~ a few Trotskyttt~s \l'hll . brandt~l11ng tlll'ir 
pens likt· I:Htn•s. an· tilting 111 all dtiT<'Iions :1nd 
l'fl';l ting lwrllam." \lao s;~id in <1 l !J.\IJ ~un tm ;1n·: 

"It is a utoptan view 1 t·jeetcd by true 
n•volu ti01taries tn say that the dcmoer<tllc' 
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revolution does not have a spec ific task &nd 
period of i ts own but can be merged and H'· 
complished simultaneously with another tc. ~ k. 
i.e., the sociald tosk (which can onl:v· he carr1ed 
out in ;mother JWri odl, :-~nd tllis is wh <tt they l 'rt ll 
'accomplishing both at one :,troke.' " 

H1story has proved i\!:10 correc t. But rather 
than face the baJ:kmptcy of tlteir mentor , hc 
present-day Trotskyist~; arc reduced to slln­
dering the Chinese r evolution and rewrit ng 
history in a manner worthy of the Kuominta 1g. 
The U.S. Socialist Workers party's t 15:1 
resolution on the Ctinesc rc>volution, for in · 
stance>, sums up tlw new drmo<:ratic period tltat 
mobilized the Chinese nwssPs to resist ,J;tpan 
and to future victorirs aga i11sl Chi:1ng Kai·shek 
in the following m an11<:>r; 

"After the defeat of the second Chint;se 
revolution. ~lwy withdrew from the cities and 
establishNl an ;, rmed peasant base. For a sp:1n 
of over 20 years. they u . .;t:d this arntcd power to 
rule over the backward and scatte red p('a~Gnt 
masses. Tn thi'i ll1'1!11H'r the uncontrolled. 
cynical. srlf-willcrl bu reaucracy <:onsolid:tt<'d. 
Thl'y ;;ppli vd to the rcvoluti'Hl lh•· nH• thods of 
d<'ceit and ullima tis rn, in order, at every st:1gP, 
to s<rfegu;;rd their int<'rC'sts, their powt·r , their 
privill'gcs. Each succps:-, rcndrrrd them me n• 
contemptuous and fearful of the masses, more 
convinrerl the.\' could chl'at the class ~trugg!P 
with impunity.'' 

Contrary to the SWP, however, this was the 
most daring and cir:1matic period in Chinese 
history . llundrrds of mil lions of Ch iul'se. in­
spired by the IPadcr~hi p of :\lao Tsctung and tlw 
CPC. •·stood up" anc! tunwd over C{'llturi(•:; of 
feuda l dontination. 'J, ·ns of thou!--anci:; flc ,•·kcd 
front ti1c l~uomint:-~ng ar·t·.ls to the l il>t'l atcd 
zorlC's, where the CPC h.1d l'stablished. fo r the 
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first time. an uncorruptt•d <lllrl demotTatit· 
system of rul r thai. l1~' all <ICt'Olln ts. ,,·on t\ t(' 
ht~arts and n11nds pf t ilt• Cltin,•;,e pt•upi <'. B.1· ail 
;1ccounts . th;;t is. t'Xcc•pl three: thost' of thl' 
lhiane 1-\ai -:;hek n ·.tt ' t iqr lcti it•s tht· Jap:tttf'-..~· 
fascists and rhl' 'i rc.t !·ky:~ t :-:. 

Given its <'v;duatt •>lltll trw CI'C. h"" rio<'.-; th·· 
S\\'1' th ink th <' pn>lrt: lr i ;tn die t;rtorclt i Jl c·,·· ·r 
nwn;•gcd lc> COIIH' t" hr in China·~ :\p:ll·t fm111 
being countc•r -n!vnlut inn;1ry. tIll' rl'<rSPni !~:~ i" 
nothi11g short of hi?<liTC. !h their lo .~ic. 11 cnu :~ l 
only have i.Jcen donr ~pnn t:Jllf ' ollsl:-· by i !11' 
peasants. \ t ithout tht• l<•: td tn~ ro!.- col tJ, .. 
proletariat. in oppo~ttion In lhl' <'PC c··o'l ·r~· s:cp 
of tlw way and . rnn:· t d•:l'i~i\' t• l:- · . IJI•c·:tt l<l' ol 
Soviet presti ge and ilw I' .S . in1·a~ iun nl J,;o l't'<l 1 

S\\ I' lilTS ';\l,\0 ,\ C<l 
"Throughout tlw rt'\'nluliolt." st;ttl'!' lhr S\\ I' 

resululion, ";\lao & <'n. C<i!li. !ltlt'd to inrp11o.;t• 
arbitrar:-· rc~ t n ctio:J., and lit l ttls upo:r tt• c· •. o~r.,t· 
Tht• ;tgrari:1n r etorm l':.ts l '<tr rit •d our ' in st :1!:\'s' 
anrl 11 as complt·ll'd onh· 11 IH' Il Ill" :1, ' · u!1 nf 
,\nH·ril'<ln illlpt·rtali !'. li l "till lt tl:ttt•d lite• ·" !'"!'t: :lltt 
ot th" l<llld l·n·ds d!lri ::c: .:nd ;,f ft>r Ln :···· t 'llw 
Chinesl' Sl:tl inists 1\'l' re :thl<• In 1 irl •· in ttl po 11 ,.,. 
because tilt' Chin<·s<' 11111 kit ::•. rl:t "~ lr:ui lwl' n 
dcmoraliz<'d by i h<' nmt in u •• ll ~ dl'fP: rl s it ~uf­
fcred dnring and after tltt ' stTond l'hinr:-:(' 
revolntion. ;~nd by t lw dl'lilwr:llr pnlin· ,f tlw 
CPC, 11hiclr subortltn<ttt•d ! : ,. l'itt< ·~- ;:: •:~ \'(· <11 1. 
thC' prolet:trr ;rt , to llw nllltl:tr_,. ,,(f'til' l 'l ,· tn lltr• 
countrysidt· and lhtT<'iJ\' l•lol'krd tl w t'JO·,· r :'•·n···· 
of thc· II'Orkrrs as an tndqwndl'nt Jl"litlt ' ''I otT<'. 
The Cl'C th us appt •:rrcd in !IH ' ,., t's ol I h ... l: .i< ·. t· ~ 

as till' only organ tz:tl ton '"'!It i'' II tltt•:ll l':t o~ , ·,· s .ttHI 
k!lowlcod :~l'. back!'d, nrotTol·c·r. by rtltltt:n·~· 
ton·•· ." 

Thc SWP has <tnntl ll'r tntc•rc·sti n:: f:tct'l. II 



.. chnr cterizes the periods of 192!1·21 and 1~:16·-17 
s years of "l\l:10ist crimrs.'' \\'haf h:1ppcnrd 

betwrt>n l\1:?!1 <1nd l\rlJ'1 \\'liy (:oe . .; thi~ period ~~rt 
off.the hook'~ Orw n•ason could bt: that this \\as 
the linw l<iu•n \l;tn ~lrll dr I nPI h:n·r !•t·• ·t'rW•III' 
withrn lh•• ( I'C . 1tlu ·11 rl:< t·,• nr:·.tll'(l'l : rnrtr• r• •.v:1~ 
domm:ttrd by the "three 'll'fl' lin<' ~." mo~t 
disastrou~ly by the ultr<l·"leftr;;rn" of thl' Li Li· 
san li11c. 

1.1 1.1-S:\ '\'S .\TT.\CK 
Li Li ·san att<~cked !\lao for "rip,ht op· 

p01tunism ·• bl'<'<lUSl' lie made distinct rons I Jet· 
ween his enemies, l.J<•causr he ciicln't oppo~e thL' 
enlln· hourgcoisre all at onn·. because he built 
rural b:rse areas rather than laune hin r, frontal 
attacks on the ci!H ·,., ;rll at onre , [tlld because ;,J;ro 
rcfusNI t" r-,;proprr ;tl t' th<' millron~ ol "rich" 
peasants and petit bour!-!eoisH: and "force" th('lll 
into thr revolution. Trotsky would ha1·r agrrerl. 
"The dri\'e on thr nclt pe.rsants." hr stated in 
1928, "11 ill bl' the frn:t ;mel not thr second step of 
the Chinese October ." The SWP would havr 
sympathized with Li Lk>an, too. "The· armies 
and regime of Chiang." states their resolution. 
"could have been knocked down like rottrn 
pieces of wood had the L'PC at :~ny time sum­
moned the masses in the cities to rise." 

What was the cun1ul::llive re:-;ult of the ''three 
'left' lines" in China., Disaster All except onr of 
more than a dozen b:1sr areas were lost. The l\cd 
Army, which !\lao's influence llad carciull.v built 
up, was rrduced to a fragment of its former size 
and pJwer The situ<.tion was only re\·L·rsed by 
Mao's assumption of leadership and his pnlit:c.tl 
direction of the unprel:edented epic of the Long 
March 

flow could Trotsk.v be so rnist;:~kcn that his 
views led both hmt ;;nd his fnllo\''<'rs into the 
camp of counter-revolution '1 Th(• essence of the 
matter is found is Trotsky's liquid<.~lion of the 
national quest ion . 

''What rs the most important. the funci;uncnt<ll 
idea ot our thrses?" Lenirr asked n: thl' 
Cominlt'rn 's Second Congress. "Thc di~t inct ion 
between oppn·ssed n;:~tion!-. and opprrssin!~ 
nat ions. We cmph.tsiLe this dtst ill!' lion -- in 

.contrast to the Second Intern"lt iol!al and 
bourgeois democracy. 

"The l 'omnrunist Intcrn;_;tion<~l mm.t t rrtt-r into 
a trmpor;1ry ;ll hauc(' wilt. ho11re0oi~ clC llt liCracy 
in the colorrtc~ :~nd backw.rrrlcountrirs.· · he Hl;.o 
noted. "but must not r•H·rr,e wrth 1(, and mu:;t 
unfailing!~· pt cst>rve the mclcpendenc•· of thr 
prolrtari:rn movenH·nt ... " 

TIIOTSI\ Y'S \'11-:\\' 
Trot sk ~ madt• the same distinction. ;:~II ri~'.lil. 

but arril'ed at the opposite <'Onclusion· "The 
Russi::tn l•o:trgeoist!' \\as tlw bourgeoisi1• of an 
imJ,Priallst oppre;.sor state; the C'li!nest• 
bourgt•or;i!l'. a hour;.:cotsie of an opprc~~ccl 
colo.ual ·nunt ry Tlrr r.\'ertlrrow of fet:d;tl 
Tsaris11r w:rs ;r pror,n•ssivc ta~;k in old l<ussr :-r 
The o1·errhrow of the inlJWrialist I'Okr is a 
pro~:ri'~SII'' lristo riral ' ·'"" in Chin<~. llnwcver . 
the f'Otrtlll<'t nf the< 'hrrte .• • l>vuq•t·o isit· :n 1 d;J~ion 
to irnp~·ri:1Jison the prol! tariat and the 

peasantry, was not more rcvolut ionary than tlw 
at I it uJ<· of t ht· Hns,ian bomgeoi~i<' tm1 ants 
T~:trio;m nncllh<• re\'ol:rtronary cl:t<~t·s in 1\us~i;r, 
hut. if anything, vrll·r ami mon· rractit•nar~·. 
Th. •l io; liH· onh· way to pn~e the qtrt•::(rPn." 

!J;tln't lh•· l'~tl!ll' ~~· ll.ilillll.ll IHHir .: •. ,, ,,,,. ,tl 
tinll'~ condw.:t arml'd stnt ~~ ~~le a).'.trnst thl' rm­
IJl'l'i:tli~t:i~ Yes. Trut~k~· nnll's. hut tlwn t'Olln· 
tt•rcd this IJy stating rlr;rt the Hus~ian~·;rpitalists. 
too, fought foreign imperialists . Trotskv forgt•ts 
onr "minor" point. Tire Hussian capit<.~lists 
fo ught in an inter·impt-ri :tlist ll'ar to ~nhjugate 
harkwanlnations; tlw ('hines!' fought a w;tr of 
n<rlt<Jrral liberation. 

1: I '.I I·:CTS .\I.I.L\:'\( ' I-: 
l)(·spite the experience of the Chirwse 

rrvolution . tlw ptTSl'llt ·d:.ty Trot~k~·io;ts t"m limH· 
to uphold their reactionary vrcws. "A·ry per· 
speeli\'C of coii<.~!Joratin~ wrth tht· 'p dinn;al' 
bout gl'otsic or ccrlatn of its ~<' ctllcd 
J>t'Ol..~:l·ssive .src tors rnust be rpjected." Y. t; tl's the 
resolutions of the \9!iH \\'oriel C'ungrrss of tlw so­
<·;tlled fcourth lnte!·na tion:Jl. "P:-rralkl to hi ~. all 
Pquivoral ro;tccption~ or forrn11las on tlrL' nature 
of lltl' n•volution such :ts 'national dcnH . .:rac:-<,' 
·p r ople's demucraq•.' 'antt-irnf, rr;rlist 
re1·o!ution,' or 'bloc of four dassc.-,' 11·hi . h have 
heen irretrievably rcfuterl ... must be t'l'J -ctPd.'' 

This is the re<Jt rea~on \1 hy thr· S\VP rC'f tserl to 
support the political vogram of thr \ ;tli!lnal 
LrhrratJoll Front in South Vietnam ;,n I stotHi 
with Washington in tht'ir refusal to su1;1 orl the 
denr:r td, "Sig•l the Tre:-rty Now, .. 

.\s !'.uccmctl) st:tll'd in ''Forward ,\It•!!)( the 
Path Charted Bv l\arl !\larx,'' writt•·n hv tlw 

· \'rctrnrnesr rev;,J,I innn\' Trunng l hi .lr·. th<' 
\'i('! 11<1 nrese rPvnlutiun ts prc·crsely a I\\ ')·sta:!l' 
revolution. passinl-( through a ''nc 11·-tqw 
hourgeoi;,·dt•mocratic rel'olution." co11·rrrsing 
:rl thai ~t;rgt' an allianrr of "four rPI'ol1i'tonar~· 
forre ."including the "natrona! bourgt·oi if' ... It 
has !'Onducteu llrr "national democratic" 
rt' \'olutton in the liberated zonl'S. t'Otl!ir l'lcd a 
lll'opk's war !lased on thP principlr r-1 ,;pJf. 
n •li .ul('e and on its completion. 1\ ill unin­
trn uptcdly pass over to the socia list 1'<'\' .. llition 

llltll'\(; nu11 ·n ·u·rns:\r 
Titt' .. ;\ P uopn~l'S a II t llrs as so much ''CLlUnter· 

revolution,'' hut lws trit·d to htdt' its rr;ll \'icws 
on \'retnarn from thl· t ilil~Sl'S of anti·inrpc ri .r! ist 
<Jcti\'i sts lrehrnd "ll'ft'' phrases . For tit,• ~\'.'1' •O 

conH· out in tltr opt'n with its views (Jil In!' lim• 
surn.!1t-d up b:v 'I ruoru~ c lunh 1•:ould on I~ ic ,d ro" 
grc.tl c r ~rlf e~po~urc o: the rerwgadr ch;rr:rctc·r 
of tLt• Trotskyist line. 

"The Trotskyitt· tlreor~· of 'pl-rn .ant•n t 
rrvolution ," states the Albanian commentator 
A~irn Popa. "is also tin· tlw11r.v ol the nq: <~l ro11 of 
tht•fl;rtron;:~l mm·eml•nt in thP de\ clopm,·nt rol tlw 
re<·olutinnary nroven •<'lll. thr tltf'ory of thr 
O\ '( t't•:,tim<~lion of the (•:o.:trm;rl l:wtor ;rnd thP 
IH' I~;rtin r, of !t11' intern:rl f:,ctor " ·' dt'l'l~rvt· in tiH' 
l'l'\rdnlinn nnd . in lh\' l;r ~:t nnal~·~r: ... a lht'lll'~: nf 
tilt' "rxport" of revolutron." Tlw~.l' eonr1·p: s ;rl~o 
;rpplvt,llhr'l'n ;sk~·j,,( :rrrt·nnl'hin:r'SI!t'l\'''' lh t• 
unrlcd front and HH' cultural rCiohJ!rtltr. 



and 

hina today 
... &iW'' P~ft!W'M 

"The 'Russian qtwstion' has l!een the ma in 

txis in world politiCS for t:early four dE'I '..JdE's," 

.tales the Socia list \' ,1rkers party':; !9.i5 

·esolution on the Chincsr revolution. 
"It now has found its extension and 

leepcning," the S\\ P continues, "in the 'Chinese 

JUestion.' '' 
The Trotskyists pose the quest ion fairly 

mough. Their conclusions, however, just as in 

he past, lead them to the other side of the 

>arricades. 
What made thr "Hussian question" a 

.ouchstone for rPvolutionaries, demarcating 

\1arxist-Lcninists from right and "left" 

·evisionists, was thP existence of thE' proletar ia n 

:iictatorship and its undertak1ng of the task of 

;;ocialbt construction "in one country.'' The 

frotskytsts OPl'•>:ed th<' former in practice by 

::knyiw~ the latter in theory. 
Today China rep1 esents the main example in 

the v. orld of the proletarian dictatorship and is 

lil<ewi~t· a tourhs,onc for n!\'olutionnrics. But th" 

Chinese revolutilJn has <1lso "deepened and 

extended" the question on two front:>: in thl' 

international arena through 1ts call for a united 

front of all the world's peoples against the "two 

s11prrpowers" of l'.S. impcriali . In and Soviet 

soci;tl -imperial tsm and in the domestic arena 

through it::; example of continuing the dass 

struggl<' by th<' means of the "great proll'tarian 

cultural revolution'' in socialist society. 

IIU A~D LIN 
In thrsc t \I'O ar••nas thP S\\'P has opposed the 

gainsol theChincsen•vo!uti.m. In ).,l 'lt• ·r;. J, it Ita-; 

attackPd the policies of the Chinese Communist 

party under the l<'adt·r~ddp of l\lao Tsrtung as 
"ul traleft i!>t'' don•t·:.tlt:;dly and "ri,~ lttPst'' in­

tl'nwtio tall~. In I'L'<' l t:;, hO\\PV<·•·, 1t is the 

Trotsk) J.,ts \\}Ill \';tciJ: ;ttc betwrr·n ru::1t and 

"left" opportunism <tnrl to the e>:tent that their 

views havt' been rellt•f·ted in China, it ha~ hePn in 

tlw lines pursued by Liu Sh .. o chi and Ltn l'iao . 

llow is this manifested? In China's :; ria list 

construction the thPoretical link IJeLwccn 

Trotsky and Ln1 Shan·cht can be seen ir1 the 

"theory of productive forces" put lorlh by both 

figures. 
Tlw S<'pt. l!l, l!HI!l iss uP of Prkinh HeviPw ~tmts 

up thP ''theory" as cJ,,illl:n~-: that '·ttw soct;tli~t 

r.: ,td rannnt IH· t.tL n 111 my coun: t y w!Jcre 

C<l(llt.liism i:; not hq,nl) dc'VPlO!)I'd 11\d tiH' 

produ<-t ive force'~ h;l\ t' not rC'adll'd a high 

lC' vcl. ... Afte r the ~riwrr of pO\\ C' r ( Liu Shno­

chil raisC'd it to opposP soc ia lt s t transfnrrn ;lt ion 

in :t fut ile e ffort to lea d China on lit e• ro:1d to 

capttalism." 
l. iu Sli:to-(:hi' s li tH' l' :tJJll' into slt<t rp t' ll :tfl :rt 

wit h ,\ l ao's ov e r th t• colk cl t\ t:: tlt on n l 

a~1 iru lturP throll1!l t tiH' dl' ve loplll(·!H ot II:•· 

cooper:-tti vc sysl t•m "~nnw pl'O J•ic• !:.1 1 \' t·x­

prcssed thl' opinio n,'' l. iu b quo tl'd :.1.; ,,,:) 1 11 ~ 111 

" The Struggle lktwt·t·n th e Two lto;tds in 

Chin:-t's Count rysidt•," " tha t s teps ~hould hP 

ta kC'n ~radua lly to slwkc the founrlal ions of 

pr iva tl' ownership , 11 ca ken 1t unt il it is ~It t l l ifi,• tl 

nnd raise the m utu a l aid nrgant. ;tl tuns tor 

agr icu lt ural pr odu c ti on to tlw l,•n :- 1 of 

agricul tural produn•rs coopera t ives ;,s a nrl\' 

factur for 'o\'l'l' l'O illin t.! !I tt> pt•as:.r:ts' ~·i 'O l!­

tancous tendency. · This is an nr•Jm•ous , 

dangerous and uto pi a n conrf•ptio n of 

agricultural soda I ism." 
Liu held the vi ew th a t far min g .ta d to dc •.'e lop 

fo r some time on a n mdi\'i dua l t.a ~b and tha t 

"tnE"chanization" hari to o.:c u r before 

"cooperation ." llis str uggle wil: t .\ l ao on the 

issue, together with severe nat ura l calan~i ti t•s , 

hindered the deve lopment of C' 111:1 's pen piP's 

communes and w; ts not dectstvt· J ~ d,•fl'..Jtt>d IIIHI I 

the cultural revolution. 
What are the Trot skyis t v tcws on th is 

strugglf'? "Chma's prodtJct iVl' l.lrl't'"-" !:otalt s 

the SWP in l\15:• . ";lrc far fro m :t.kqu:tiC lo 1•1·-c 

the stat17ed property :1 socL!li!>t c·, .. lc .t<' l<' r .·· 1 c1.s 

1s ro,JI<·ri in Trot..;ky's own pos tlior \ 1 hen·. in 1\•.:t.i, 

he summed up the essC'net' of tl!e "ptod o~ .::i \ C 

forces" line. 

\'l'LGAH E\'OI.t:TIO:\!S:\1 

"Marxism,'' \Hites Trntsk~·. 'sets out ft •>Ill 

the developnwnt of lcrhmqtH .1s the lu:J ­

damental sprin~ of pro).!I'C'Ss.' \l.trxism. of 

course. rioes no such th ini! . It J 'O~ils the c l,t.<s 

struggle as llH' mo tin· tqrct ol h is tor i..:a l 

dC'vclupmcnt. indurl tPf' tht' dl'\t loplllent pf the 

prociuctivc forces Trolsk~· si•n!'h· repl:tres 

rE>voluti mary dialectics ,,·ith \'U ig .l r 

evolutionism. 
The S\Vl' also symp:•thiJcd wtth l.ttt's lint' t>n 

thP comnlll!lCS. ".\boJitiQII ot pri\ :tl•' p··urwrl' nn 

tJ,c 1:-tnd ," stat<'S llanil'll: •thrrb in tht· .\!:11· I·•~.~J 

S\\' P Dtscussion Bullt'ltn. is an "ir r;lltlln· tl ; !t ci 

utopian" objt•rth·e. "as lo ni! ''~ l'htn .. 's 
technological dt·vt•!.,prn<' nt an,! trHit•·,!;·t; d 

l'fllll)Jillt'nt r c m:tin 1,,.,. l'omntttJ•I~I ''"'i31 
rdatJO!l'i ran t·volv< · uttlv on rl:c · t .. I> . . a 

t1·chnolot!y that stand-.; h! ~lwr 111 1ts d•";~.tn p;; • •• nl 

:mel univt·r~al :•ppl:<'altun t!:;' n t•ll' 1 •·• .. It t!> 

rrachPd under captl:tl.sm in tl.e ;uil atll't' tl m­

dustrial ('ountnt·s." 
"Docs srltini! up the ('omnninrs ,·iolaiC' rhr 

pc:tsants pC'lty bouq~l'llJS a.Jll r:tl inn' tn lw tn 

divirltnl farm<•rs ~" HniH·rt s ;~sk-.. !It• I•Pirt 11:>~ 

tl1:1l II does and th;tt. :tllll<lSt, till' pe.~-o.tttls ,.,,, hr 

defer th1s inrl11 ttlu:Jlt'!\1 1nr a brtd lito\t ' .. \: ter 
this lH'rtOd '>tllllt' IH'<t :,1 1!1:, \1 Ill I ,,.,, lt.•t'•,J, It 

hutTaUfTats or workt·rs "and thet. I·,, t'.tn :ris1 

t xpecl thai tt JJ'> ol 1\t tlltt• th ot IH '.I>.tllh '' tt l' ·. •n 

at last lo<'ng<t!-:t 111 indt\·itltt.tl farm t "'~ plus ~.Hn• 



form of volun' :11·y roo!ll'r :l i ion." 
The pt•a<;an:r_v. a:; LctJIII pnl il. ha~ "two 

!lOilis," on!' asp11 inlo! to\\ ;-~rrl pl'll 1 c1pita li :; m .111d 
the olht>t e::~st1n~ 1ts lot w1th tht• pno!Ptari :ll . 
Wh::~t the ChinP~t' experit•nce ha,.. dl• mon!-lr<~tt·d 

i~ th:ll ''tedll >i'f'••' 1n •·nn11 11:.1 , I" lf';l(l~ tlwm 
aloug t!it' form. ·r path 11hill' " p •li lllt'~ in r01n · 

mand" leads to tin• latter. (;lven ront·rl 
leadership the pea~ant m;.~s~es . states 1\Lio. 
"have a potrn!i::Jlly incxh:tus l ihle Pnthusiasm lor 
socialism." 

"The 'thPory of proctuctive forers ' hawkrd hy 
Liu Shao-chi," states PPkln~ Ht•l'iew. "011<' · 
sidedly descr il\('s the progr(•ss of societ_v as lhP 
natural outt·onH· of thr del"f:'lopment of llw 
productive forct•s. chiefly thl' instruments of 
production It con1pldely dPmes that. under 
certain conditions. the superstructure and llil' 
rel:ttions of pr .odllt'IIOil play lhP principle and 
dc .:isive roiP 111 rt'b t ion I o I he cconom ic base :111d 
tJ: ~ productin• forces: it al so drnies tlif' 
pr ;]et:-triat 's <'onsC IOII';Iy m:1kin1~ revolulion 
under the guiJ.lnce of revolutionary throry. 
se.zing political power and changing thP 
relations of production that play thr decisive rolt• 
in greatly dcveloring the productive ffJt"Ces ;1nct 
p•·shing social d ·velopn1ent ahead." 

China's cullural re volution represented the 
massive cla s~ strugg lt• bdwN·n lhrse two lin·~s 

in every sph(' I'C of li ft>. li s results hal"e 
nprescnted il tn•n1endous advance for 
proletarian rPvolutionary forces, nol only il, 
C'lina but throughout the world. 

S1flE WITH HE\ !SIO:'\I~·Ts 

The Trot skyi sts . howPn'r lcm·e tended to ~ide 
with the modt•rn Sov1d revisionists in their 
c·;aluatlOn t:l It~ n';;lilts. TIH.:_Y l"if'w it as <111 <~Ii i I· 
ir.tclleclual. anti·cuii :.Jra l "pt r~c" of on<' gnmp 
o bureaucrats by ;1nothc'l' and 1f ::ny 
"progressil·<· ltndrncif's·· were involl"ed at all, 
tl1ey would lw found in the c;nnp ''P)msed to :\lao 
'I .;etung'r. lin ''. 

For instan<T . .S \\"P activist 1 .e::; E1·an<;, 11 ntin :~ 

ir, !hr:> Janu:11·y 1!17:1 llltel'll:tf innal Soci<~;i,t 

, ,. ., 
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I 
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ltl'vit•w. interprt'ls the cultur;tl rrvolutinn in 
C'i1111.1'~ t>d\lcat ion a! s~·strm in the samf' fashion 
:1s l!w rel"is:nni~fs: 

"'Tiw lll'll' ;.l:~:td .. rds." lw wri!L's. t·nmm<'nlin~ 
onlllll\'c·rsily adl!llssions poliCies. "<ll"l' supp()sl'<l 
I>~ fa1·or 1111' t'l:ildren of workc·rs anct prasanls. 
Lui ··lc-:ir ly wi,rll ilw tolal •·nr.,llnwnl ~~ ~o 

sharpl_v tTstncled this rauli:l\'l'lit!lr applit.:;l!iou 
lor lill' t'hill('S<' lll:tSSf'S. 

I.IIY.\I.TY '()()\\ :\'(;1!,\llFS' 

"The new sland,\nls downgr::~de edueation:-tl 
I'PrformancP and rq>l<lce it 11 ith the criterion of 
unll"<l\'cring loy:ilty to the regitlle .... 

"\\'hill' I he lllliVer~itif'S havf' ueen restrictf'O to 
party members Ul f:llse cl:-tim-CDl. the r<'gimc 
hilS :>tepped up its c·.1mpaign to dt•por! mas:·; t'S of 

rity youth to remote arras of the countrysidt•. •· 
\\'hat the C'P(' has done. of conrse. is to :q;ply 

i\lao's liiW of "serving thr pf'ople'' to its 
;1cademic ~tanct:-trds. r::~thcr th:1n rdyinr. ~oi"IY 
on tlw gr:tding sy:-;tem in e1·alu:-~!ing studPnts [[ 
al~o requires that students be seiPcled directly 
from production in factories and commUilf'S, 
rather than mtering lhP universities directly 
from llw lowt•r schools. Its "dPportation of 
youlh" consist~ of lhe policy of trm perinR the 
m;1sses of urban youth in contir.uing tlte 
rPvolt:tion. goill!' :llnong the masses of rural 
worK!'rs and p.•:l'<:.lnts - 1 he b:-tsic ::;ocialrcality of 
China -· lolt·<n·n from them, assist the revolut:on 
in tlw eonnlrysidt: and remold their class outlool< 
in thP proCPSS. 

J<:vans also attncks the principlr of criticism 
and .cif critl<'ism. the leading role in the 
revoil1tiun:ll · ~· commilt<·es of the CPC and t!t<' 
:\l:1y 7 c;,drc sc·hools. I< h(•re c:tdres manifPsting 
burraul'rntic :1ttitudcs to11anl1he mas:>e'i :m.~ re­
c·• il!catcd in !l.t· ~pirit of sn~ing the pc:opl •~ -

i\11 tlc1s, :•cco1 d1n.( In the Trotskyists. aln•llllllS 
lo ;,o n1an_v \iolations of what they l<·rm 
"<•.orkcl ·:-: d<•nton<~c.v·· but in real1ty rrprP ::. t'ncs 
the pral'l1ce of lhr CPC slogan, "Fight ~c·lf, 

rPplllilatt· rPI'i ; ioni~nl." 
T() the ~\'v'f' this is unbearable and only con-
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firms their 1955 nssertion that "the l\1:-to 
bureaucracy succE-eded m lhl' very cour!'e of the 
third ChinE-se rcvolutwtt in imposing a 
totalitarmn state power" which the SWP cl <tim-; 
m<JS( b t• 0\l' '' ti ti'•J\\ II "by in II TH'Ct'S!>i ly ." 

In evaluJ!IIlli Ch1na's rnk in international 
affairs, the Trotskyists switch over and put on 
their ultra-''ll'ftist" hat llere the t93:i S\\'1' 
statement attacks !\lao for wurkln!j to "cont illl' 
the revolution to China's borders." 

What does this mean? One indication is the 
Trotskyist attack on C't11na for "betraying" the 
Vietnamese rcvulutwn. The "evidence" is that 
China has not given the \'ietnamC'sc "adequate" 
aid . Since the Vietnaml'SC state that China has 
given them whatever they nrcdcd and the 
Chinese have given wlutevcr the Vietnamese 
have asked, what do the Trot::.kyists consider 
"adequate?" 

In his pamphlet, "China and the U.S.," SWPer 
Dick Hoberts gives a hmt. The imperialists were 
stopped in Korea when China sent in its troops , 
he points out. "But the Chinese did not send 
troops to aid the Vietm inh," he adds. 

Thus "adequate" aid boils down to China's 
giving the People's Liberation Army their 
marching orders. This is the theory of the 
"export" of revolution, which is opposed by both 
the Chinese and Vietna1nese lraderships, as 
contrary to the basic principle that the 
revolution in ~ach country must be based nwinly 
on self-reliance, on the masses or people in C'aeh 
country themsr~lves . Only then can intemation01l 
aid hn ve its grPatt'!'t <·ffect. 

"We have always belirvcd," a Chinesr official 
stat<'d in a 1972 int~rvicw with the Guardian, 
"that rev(.lttti.)n cannot b" e)(porl<'d . . .. Look a t 
the Col,ntries of East('rn Eur(•pe 11 hich dcpendrd 
primarily on the Soviet Union to m:1l<e 
revo lution They have very limitrd in ­
dependence t.lbania achieved victory by r r lying 
on its own t-!forts-and it i!oo st<IUneh and in · 
dependent toda~·. A revolution cannot succel'd 1f 
the re\'ulutiott<lrv forces do nut rdy on their own 
efforts ancl do not moiJ1lize thr great nwssc,..; of 
people but place hope on aid from abroad." 
<From "Unite the \!any, Defeat the Few," a 
Guardian p~1mphlet on China's foreign po licy.) 

In .1d:lition to their nppo~;itiot< II' the principle 
of self-rdl<..~liC(· as "autar.:hic, 'Trotskyism al!'o 
attacks the Chinc•se Cilll for an intcmation:d 
unitPd front nf the world's peoples ;Jg<tlnst thr 
"two :..upl'l po1.er~" of U.S. in1pcrial ism ;t tHl 
Sovi<l ! ''ci.d impr1 i.•ti~m as a cl;~<;s 
collaboral1orist bet1a~al of the nation;d 
moH~tnents in the sm.dl and med1um-sized 
countries in the colonial world. 

Sl'I'I'OWI' FOH STH{'(;(,J.J<:S 
"In our ohjcctivf'," the ChinPse official told the 

Guardian, "n:1tional s truggles must not br 
subordi11atrd. l'hn .t has l!'ll'lldly and diplomatic 
rel.:lti .. n:.;\\lth ,1 number of countries. This ~hou lrl 
not ha\'(· an: t·~ft don t li!' rPvulUIIOI1'1ry fotTl'S in 
thos1' countrtt•s. . . China i~ IHJt ag<lln.-t p<'oplt>~· 
strup t;k" in rhll'tlonar. · < <lllltri~"~ or in coun trit·s 
where a progressive government is in power. 

P nge lli 

C'ountrif's want indep<>ndf'nce. nations want 
libt'ration, people want revolution. \\'c support 
this. 

"Hegarding countries with which we ha\'e 
cliplnm;1t ic rel :ttinns . wr support the ~o vcrnnwllt 
insnfar as it is l'ngaging in strup:ll' <11::11n"t the 
two SlllWI'JlO\I'l'I'S, not in ib ~uppre~stnn ot lucal 
strug~il'S. \\'e bl'lievc that in g11·ing 1111n h.t\'1-.in~ 
to gov rrnmcnts against the dominati• Jn nl om· or 
two suprrpo\\ rrs wt• arc helping the forces of 
nation:~! liberation and revolution ." 

l iN ITEB FHO:'\T 
Just as in their views on the national unitt>d 

front tn the colonial countries, thr Trotskyist lin~ 
on thl' world scale makes no distinctions in the 
enemy camp. between enemies Ill gt•neral and 
particular or principalencm 1es at var1ous tit11rs 
and stnges. As a result , th e revolutionary forc es 
arc l<'fl morr isolate d from both strait'•~ic :t nt! 
tactical allies. however temporary and wavering 
they may be. 

Finally. the Trotskyists blur the distinction 
between the revisionis t countries and the 
socialist countries and on most qurstions side 
with the former . For instance, in t\J6:l the SWP 
denounced Albania as "one uf the 111o,;t 
despicable Stalinizcd regimes in Europl''' an d 
added that " the internal rcgimr of com munist 
Yu goslavia is much freer ." 

0 
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The Trotsky i'i!s belie\·r thry <~rr tlw r,niy 
nulhcntic practitiont'rs ot the pulicy ultlw un; .. d 
front. 

Yet in practice, llwy ha\·r oppo~rd lull Hn ­
plementalion, e ither fr01n rightist or "lcft1!>t" 
posit ions. 

Thl' mos t apparrnt I'Xarnple of !hi~ ~''''·· ·:. ·:s 
tht• Trotskyi s t <~ltitudc tO\I:IJ'(l \ \'or,d 1\:tr 2 !li 
1\ lll l' h !hPj iullk a "deft'illl~t" JltlSitl Oil lol\\,11 ;, 

!hl' l'<tpi!:llist J'OVt'l'lli)H'rtt~ fiL~htllll' t)tt' i;,St'i'tS, 
t·alkd fur !he "f('\'u lutlnll.ll ~·" n\'l'rlh: P'.' nt t:lt' 
Soviet gu \'l'rnnH'nt <ltld Oj•pos1·d !ht· l!llt!l'ti trn nt 
with the national bour~~C'uisil' 111 tltt• l'ulnnia l 
countric·s inv:tdl'd b~ tlw f:lscists 

The fact th <~t thl' Trot:;kylst lint' it'd tli •'!l l 
1nt'\ itabl~ to tlH•st• po~it1nns suhst.lt;i l:tlt•d lilt' 
l'h:tq~c that tht·~ ol>jt-l'I IITiy Sl't \'l'd tltt• lllil'l'<·~t s 
of thl' f.tsci'ih 

Trotsky and lt1s fnllo\\'(•r•; tril'd to ,lll" tlf' tl11 ir 
ltn l' \\'ith a "l t'ft" con·r. stat1n1: that tlwy t·:,:t.•d 
for a re\·olutiun 111 <:ernwny, tht• ·•ww·HH!tflt>ll.:ll 
dcfcnsr" of th1• Sovirt Un1011 <but not its 
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lea(lership) and the defeat of the capitali~ .s 
everywhere through soc! a lrst revolution. Tb! ~· 
then trir_• d to bGck it all up by dra .ving a do:­
trinaire an:.~logy with World War 1, where t:w 
l.cnirnsts called for the proletariat in <• II 
capitalist cotllilrie:- to wnr k fw the defeat of their 
own bourgcoi:;ip by "turning the imperialist w;.r 
into a civ il war." 

"It is really ridiculou'i." wrote Geor ~i 
Dirnitrov in l!l:lo. "when 'left' phrasemongNs 1f 
various kinds Pppose these tactics <of the unitt d 
front). adoptin!! the post of irreconci lab" 
revolu~ionarics. If we are to believe them, all 
governments are aggressors. They even quo'<• 
Lenin, wilO, clurin1~ the rmp<:>rialist war of l:Jl'l-
1918, cor redly rejected the argument of tl.<• 
social-chau1 inhts that 'we were attacked and 11c 
are defend1ng.' But the world at that time V:<• S 

divided into two military-imperi;dist eoalitron:-. 
which were <'quail) s trivi ng to f.'Stablish the ir 
world hegem"ny and which had equa lly 
prepared and provoked the imp<:>rialist war. 1\l 
that filTH' th<'r< ' we re n<'ithcr countries where the 
proll'l:11·iat w:". in power nor countries with a 
fascist dictatorship. 

"T\ut tiOII' tiH' situation i;; diff<•rent Now v. <:> 
have. ( l \ a pr(llt•tarian statt' which is the 
~realt•st bulwark of pl'at•e; (21 definit«> fascist 
aggr<'S!'Or»; (31 a number of <·ountriPs \\hich <~n' 
in dir<'ct <bng<'r of attack by lascist a._:gr<'ssors 
and tn dan1~<T of losint! tht·ir ~•tatP and nation <1 l 
indepencknL·e: ( -1 l other capitalrst governments 
which are inl<'rt'~ted at the present monwnt in 
thC' prest>t V<ttion of peace. It i;;, therefor(•. 
t·o:nph'lely v.rong now Lo lkpict all countric~. :•s 
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Red Army defends Stalingrad agatiJst fascis111. 

aggressors . Only people who art• try in~ to 
conceal the rral aggressors can distort th<:> fads 
in such ;, manner. " 

I\ number ol main contradiction~ carne t11 thr 
fore during Wurld \Var 2: brtwcerr bourgv .. is 
democracy and bourgeois f;t~('ism bctv. ern anrl 
within the impt>rin lis t powers: between the 
imperialists and th(' colonie:- . among t})(' im ­
perialist powers; between thr working cl;tss <ll td 
the bourgenisie in all capitalist countries: l,rt· 
ween the first socialist stale and all the eapit;t!,s t 
countries, and between the fi; ,;t socialist st;tlc 
and the fascist powers. 

Of <ill tloP~t' . which was tlw prineipal t·on­
t radic tion ' ' hoS<' developmettl d<·trrminrrl or 
intltlt·necd tire developnwnt of the rest'' In the 
period of \\'orld \Nar 2, it 11as the contradil'linn 
between the Soviet Union and the fn seist pom·rs. 
Thl' princip,ll·, immediat<' rnem~· ---a s OI>Jlo~( ·d to 
the enPmy in general - of <ill the 11orld's peopil•s 
was the fa scist powers of (;t·rmany. it<tl) ;nrd 
.Japan and thrir lackeys. 

STHt\'1'1-:(;J(' ;\ll·:.\:\1:'1:<; 
What did this nwan for proletarinn stratPg~- -~ 

First. that l\1arxrst~;- I.enini•;ts cvt•ry11 her<' eallt·d 
for a united front of all working da.'-S 
organiwtions against fascism. on tilt• h.~ ~ ~ ~ nl 
11ltidr would IJc built ,lJl l'l' t'IJ Lrn;,dt'r i" ' i'''· . o~· 
front whrch wa~ in contradil'liun to till' Lt ;., ·,:,; :-­
including Cl I'll tlw temporary ami 11,11 L'!''l•·: 
allies to be found in the camp nf the bourg''"'~ 
d~'mocratic capitalist government~ . 

The Trotsk) tsts opposed tin:-. lrnP tlltd··r tit• 
~!liiSl' of upltoldrng the proldari<.on unitl'd It r•ilt 

,• 



while r<'jt>etinJ.! its broader extension in the 
pop11b t ~·c ,,t. Tky h·lie\'ed th:1t tht> rapit:Jlist 
tam ;' c:.ut1: nut I'<' "Jlitl ;"Hilha l l'ftorts to do so 
on the 1 ·:11'1 of proll'tarian n •volul1on.1ries in <'<~ch 
country and tht' Soviet t :nion int<>rnationally 
:1mountul to s,, ll\ucb "class collaboration." 

It was tnl l' that th<' cap1t:1list countries 
initially wavered or opposed the ~ovict Union's 
call for a un ited drfcn -;e against the fasl·ists. 
~1any drments of the hourgroisie w:1nted the 
fasci sts to ~dt:1c k the Soviet Union first. whih• 
they stood on the siciPiines watching the two 
powers exhaust each other so they could pick up 
the ptcce~; lat•'r. 

Trot sky, hitn 'il:' lf. bel ieved that this was the 
ir.evitable co ~t rsc . In l!l:J:! he wrote . "It wot•ld be 
sheer political stupidity to belteve that orc1 · they 
came to power, the German l\ational Soc.alists 
would begin with a war :~gain~t France or even 
&gains! Poland." 

IJITI.EH-ST,\I.IN PACT 
The Sov iet leadersh ip completE-ly unde1 stood 

that sooner or la ter, they woulJ have to fi e ht the 
German fascists. But precisely this que: tion­
soor.t•r or later?-made ali the difference in the 
world. Since the bourgeois democracie•. con­
tinued to :-tall on the question of the unitecl front 
and thl' GE>r:n:~n fa scists were in the pror css of 
making up th~:ir mind . .; of who to attack first , the 
Soviet :eade rship wa,t!'d until the last p ·ssi ble 
moment and then dc..:idcJ to foree thr is.;uc. 

Tlw method chos!'n w.:1s the Soviet -(; !'·man 
non-a:~grcssion part, more popularly ktH wn as 
the I lttlE>r-Stalin pact. Its si).!ntn;.! sc1 :t thE' 
Trotsk~· ist:..; in~o a fremil·d hc•wl b c~t in ;1clt: d ity it 
constituted one of he most brilliant dtplt•matie 
move:> of the period. 

It nwanl that the capita list governmPnt ; v:r rc 
Httarked first , that the Germans would I'Wl' to 
fight eventually 011 two fronts at once . tl at the 
Soviet l 'nlon would not h:1ve to fir,ht :~lo11e ;md 
that thC' international popular fro~1t isolating the 
princ ipal fa!;cist cnemi 0s would heec nll' a 
reality. In short. it meant the defrat of f.:Jsci:;m. 

The Trotskyi~ts. of cour~e. S:l\\ it as only one 
morr "bet r aya l" nf the working class !.1 thei r 
view, it was th r Communis ts who \~rre primarily 
respon ~ihle fo r fa scism's coming to power in 
Ccnnany in the tir~t place. 

In th i~ W<IV th•• Trot ::kyists c·ov!' r up for the 
)l.1llli('.d fon·e tha t ac tua lly paved th(' way to 
power for th t' fasc ists-- thl' (;,·rman Soetai ­
Democrats. 

IIJ<: F niFil t •:-;nEB FHO:'\T 
Tlw Cnm;..n ~udal-D(•mucrats r(' fused at 

(•very pointtn tlw !->trUI{glc to form a united front 
\l'ith the C1nnan C'o nl munists :1r,ai nst the ri;;ing 
pow<'r of the fa sc·ist:;. lns trad, they shared 
govl'rntn!'nt;d p oll ' ('!' with th <· hour~~co 1 sie. 
t·ollahura tcd \1 llh tlH•m in su pprc~!->111g the 
strup,:~les of the 1\'orktn-: rl<1s-; and pursuer! th<' 
linr of the (ll'<lednl. t:on :;[i futiunal pa th to 
"socialism.'' In both th<'ory and pradicr, 
hOWl'Vl'r, they wcro:> tools of the l·ap•talists for 
matnt.1inin1~ th,• ~tJl..Hiity of bourgeois rule. 

Pag<· tB 

In Austria, for example, even after Hitl<'r had 
rome · to powl'r in Germ:1ny. the Soci:~l ­
llt•mocrats bq~ged for <lll ;q.!nTnt· nt V.illl ·,lw 
f:lSl' ISt :>. even going so far as to vulunl t·c r 
I'Ooper:lt i,m with a two-ye :tr susp!'nSit11l ot IL<· 
constitutiOn and tlw parli:llllCnt so Inn~"~ it., ., o~s 
done ''l·onstitution:tlly." 

For th<•se n•asons , the Communists corrr..:tly 
attacked the le:1ckrship of tlw Soci:II-Dl'llHH.'r:lt ir 
parties as "social ·fasctst;; ," that is , " sociali s ts in 
words, f:-~ s cist 1n cll'<'&s." (Lenin h:~d :1tt:~ckrd the 
s:-~mc parties during World War I as " sori tl ­
imperialists" for ddrnding th r ir O''.n 
capitalists.) In this way, the Commllni :: ts ~:0 11 ht 
to !'XpOSl' to till' tllaSSCS lite ;tctual impl ic af~ ·I! IS 
of following tlw litll' of tlw Social -0l'll1ocr:lh. 

For Trotsky. this nmountcd only to so mudt 
nnme-cnllim!. II<' poinied out th e ohvloL •. ~ f.•c·t 
that the Soeial-Dcmoer:-~ts stood to be snw•.lt ,•ri 
with the victory of fascism and that litis con­
stituted an objective bas is for a united front . 

llEC'ISI\'E F!\.C'TOH 
The problem. however , was thai it was not 

obvious to the Soci:-~1-lkmocr:~ts wno fe arL J 
proletarian re volution more than the victory of 
!Iiller. This factor provrd d1•cisive. 

This is not to say that the German Communist 
party madr. notni ~ takes or that th ·~ir rrrors , .. rre 
insignificant. OnP of tht>ir 111<1111 wca:,nt·sscs Wo.JS 
a social -dr•mocra tic or right error. This was ~·een 
in the building of t!1cir party primarily on ••1e 
hasis or electoral d: s tricts, rather !h,1n on t:.c­
tory cells. Thry also made a numl•er of ul tra­
''left" (• rrors, tncluri ing a one-siJcd •·mpha~1s on 
thr "united fr o11t from below," r:ll!H·r th.tn a 
more persi!>tant effort a t unit y with the Soc:.t l­
Democratic lr.Jders as wel l, evrn if this ·.o.:ts 
turned down. T!wy ;tl so at one pomt p c: rpctrn;,~d 
the illusion th :o t tiH· llitkr govcn1mc·nt would he 
short-lived and that the proletarian (lO\'. cr \\Ollld 
C]Uickly replac e it 

The Trotskyists believe that tLe Communi :; ts' 
errors wPrc the tkci :<i vP fa ctor in (ll'l'l <'nt inr. the 
unit ed front from hrin!! rmhraccct by tilt su.:i·,J ­
Dcmocratic kadr•rs. Bul this is utopt:-tn. Tt1e 
C'ommu::ists would ha\e ht>cn i1blc ro ~arctwtilcn 
their mflucnce <l lllong the masses or till' So· 1<11 -
Dcmocr:-~ts hut the kadership had objective ltes 
to the bour~:t'· li~ .i··· TrJ th 1nl: otla-r· ... :--· i,; to, ny 
th e cha rac h•r of the lahor ;l r istocr:h'Y ;;;; ,he 
a gt•nl of tit<' <.:a ptta lists 1\ithin 11. · \\ o: :.ct s 
movrment. 

This is refkct!'d in thi s countt y it~ t;,e S;Ki dis! 
Workers party 's one-stJed t·rnph:tSIS on thr ' ~;t de 
union ll'ader!'!ll(> in tlw Ullllt•cl fr ,.ml ;q~am" t the 
w<~r. 'Whi le• t!w Trot~:.-~· ists "' nt :til ou: to r,et 
endor~eml'nts from trnd1• lmton lt':lu<'rs fot 
an tiwar rl t•t nonstr a ti ons, tln·y cltd II(, 

organization:tl work amon~: thl' rallk·:Jnd· tl i•· for 
tht' strur.:~lc· · · ~~:t ii iS l 111\ pl'ria Ji,.,m. f) ,•:, f.Hte their 
running d:··b.ll <' \\'ith the n•vi~lo:w; t <; on lht 
"s in ~•lc-issu e, multt -issut•" C]UPSll t•n. th1 s i ~ 
when· tlwy ~h arP wit h tht.• Commu~u.-;t p: .r t~· <· 
thorough ly ri ; ~ ht i :; t approach to th l' flUC.,llun o t 
th<· ll!ll t(' I ft Ollt. 

Tlw Trotsky1st movemrnt Ill the l!):JOs \H'n: or 



. .. 
to nwrgr \\'ith tlw ~m·iai·D<'mocr<tts and thr 
'l'rot~kyists in this l'OIIIItry to1nrci th(' Socialist 

party of Nonn:1n Tholll:ls. Thi:-; nnd other aspects 
of the Trntskyi~ts' hl~l<>r~' in I he U.S. show\\ hat 

"left" phra~t·s llll'an in pr<.~ctice . 

••t- '"·1!1~:.:;. ;:."''··t~~r--~·.:a:aawwM!II 

Origins 
of U.S. 

TI~otsl{yism 
m--.ma.illz=-511\oP-IIIHENII!iillNE.'il~--=m~I1<UJiA---.;•• 

The Trotsky1sts havl' been lmown-l.Joth 
historirally ant! Ill the present period-'l~ 

"wr('ckrrs and ~plitlcrs" of the people's 
organizatiOns and n10vemcnts. 

While they vociferously deny the cha rge, a n 
examination of llwir history demonstrates tha t 
they have <'arned it . Tlu• Trotskyists themselves 

even cclebral<' thc·ir wrecking and splittinr 
tactics as high points in their theoretica l 
development. 

This conclusion h<'con1es particularly obvious 
in view of certain aspects of the history of the 
Trotskyists in thf' li.S.: lhrir initial break with 

the Commumst party and their "entry" into tht 
Sc,ci<tli :-. l party. 

The Trntskyis!. . werr first org:.nizcct in th is 
countr~· as n secret faction witlun the CP. They 
WE·re led by JnnJt•s P. C:mnon. active in the 
parlj s d•ofensc \\nrk .tnd <tlllember of its cen tra l 
commiltet. 

What was unique about this fRction-and 
undoubtedly rrq11in•d its secrrcy-was tha t 1! 

was formed after Trotsk) ism has been 
repudiated by thr Communist International as a 
pelt) huuq:co1~ trend. a variet v of 1\ lt'n,;hevism. 

The question 11'<1!> discussed within the CPUSA 

as wrll. Cannon and his followers , however, 
ne1·er prt'St'nt<•cl their views, but worked 
surrrptitiously townrd a split in violation of the 

basic dt•ntocratic centralist norn1'> of party 
orr; il nization. In his "History ot American 
Trc.t skybm," w, 1tl , 11 in 1942, \;1nnon tries to 
justify thi :; by pleading wnorance <•t the tim t> . 

"Someone may ask," he IHJtt•s , '11 hy didn't 
you n~:lkt· spc~"cl•c·s in favor of Trotsky'!' I 

C·Juld11't do that e1tf11'1' because I didn;l un· 
d··rst:1nd the progra lll." 

This 1ra:> in 1!128, after he had 1·oted in favo r of 

ff.'~' . lutions <1g<lln~t Trot~kvism. Yet in llw same 

book. t'annu11 :-t<tll·s that· in lll~G he hact rrad 
Trot~kyist dtH'Uillt•nt~· attacking Sn\' lt't rt•lations 
with Hritish traclc un1ons and agreed with them 

"It h.1s a profound infltwnct' on me," he said . 
"I fl'lt that <tl lrast on this qurs tiun ... llie 
Oppusitionists had tlw ri 1~ht line. At any r:.~tc. I 
W;ts l'OII\'irwcd th:tl lilt v wen• not lh<' cotmlrr· 
revolutionists lhr~ \\'('! ;. pil'turr·d to br" 

\''hy didn't <':m!tPtl ;;p1·ak out on lh1s point he 

was sun• ahout? The answl'r he f.!t\·es i:-; in · 
s tru r tive. It rrv!'ab lht• Trotsk~· ist vi,· w of lll ll t'r· 
party l1fr. tlwir contempt for lTJtil'l ~ lll ;ntd st•Ir · 
cr it ici s m as a "sl'l f· dPni g rntin, :" pra rti ec 

borrowecl from thr Catholic Church . It al:-:o 
shows why there :~n· so nwny Trot s k~· i:-;t ~ plint Pr 

grnups [(>Jay . 
"A serious <lnd n ·sponsibl t• re1·olut i11nJ >i t ." 

!'ays Cannon . "cannot di sturb a p:1rty mcrrly 

because he becomrs di~;s ati s fied w.th thi~;. that 
or thr other thing. lie must w<~il un til he is 
prt•pared to propose concretely 11 different 
progra m. or another party .. .. Of course. it om• 
had no responsibilit y to thr pilrty. if he 1\'t•n • a 
mere commentator or observer , he \\ mild 

merely speak his doubts and ha\'<' it over with . 
. You can't do tha t in a se rious poli ti,·a l party. If 

you don't know wha t to say . you don 't ha ve to ~ay 
a nything . The brsl thin ,:: is to r em:1 in s ilPn l ." 

But Cannon didn ' t maintain his f:il. e na iH' te 
for lnnr,. As a delr-g<t le to lhr Sixth l'oi:t.!r(':,s of 

the l'omint r rn in 1 ! 1 ~8. he clai ms tu have enme 
across a basic docum r nl of Trotsky 's. to which 

he was instantly converted. Still . he kept hi s 
mouth shut. 

"We didn ' t begin the fight in !\lo:.cow.'' writ es 

C:mnon. " a lthough we were alr<'ndy thoroug hl y 
com·inced .... We r ouldn'l have bes t st•rvect our 
politi ca l ends hy doi ng so ." 
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• What were those ends? "Tne task was to 

• _ I'CCruit a r.rw f:tction in secret befor(' the 

in•.·vit.llt1:• t xpl :':":' 'nntC', ·.•. t!h thC' rert;1in 

P•'O!<()I:l'l tha: thL· [.tl'! .. •n. 1\tl lt•:!.i•·; ll u\\ big ul' 

Srll :Jt! 1t n•tght bt• ,,,uld :-.utter l':\IJIII~ton ... " 

B) tht· tirnt• of hi-; rl'lum to thl' l ' S . Cannon's 

activities h:.~d ra~s~d suspicions within the party . 

When a rrsolutton agamst Trotskyism was 

raised within a p:.~rty caucus in order to deter· 

mine where his group stood, l'annan br;1~s ;llJ,lUI 

his group's decritful methods in sktrtmg the 

lssuc: 
"\\'e obj('Ctl'd on the ground .. that the question 

or 'Trotskyism' had been dectdert long ago, and 

that there was absolutely no point in rnising this 

issue again. \Vl' said we refused toO< ' a party to 

any of this folderol .... 
"They nouri··hed the hope- {>h how they 

hoped!- that a smart tellnw like (';mnon 11ould 

evPntu:~lly conw to hi:> senses and not just gu <>nd 

start a futile fight for Trotsky at thts late day. 

Wllhout saying so dtrl'ctly, ''e gave them a Jittk 

ground to think that this might bt• so .... " 

('AI'\:\'11:\' S Hl'SE E:\I'OSI': Il 

Cannon's ruse didn 't la st long . Within a few 

weeks he was exposed, brought to It ial under the 

part~ 's rules and t•x pelled. 
Thus bel!,an r\mPrican Trotskyism. At first 

then· \\Pre only three : Cannon. :'llartin Ab..:rn 

and !\lax Shachtman. \\.Ithtn thl! nl'xt months, 

they only gatJ,crcd a few dozen people aro, :nd 

then1 Throu~;h political pr op a~~anrla and 

organiz:ttional tnl'a<>ures, tltc· CP had effectively 

isolat('d them as renegar.cs 
"A \Hill of o~trucism st·par:tl('d u~ from the 

party lllcmb~rs," :-:•vs C<1nnon. ·' \Vi• were· cut off 

from our old assoCiatwns withi•Ut havin r, new 

ones to ~o to. There 11.:1s no urgan1z:1tion we 

might j01n, where new lriends and co-workers 

mi!!ht l>f' fnund .. WL lh·ed in thost.> first d.t~s 

under a form of pressure \\ hil'll is in manv 

respects thr most terri ftc th :t t can lh• brought to· 

bt>ar <1gainst a hUtn.111 - soct:l l ost raci~m from 

people of one's own kind " 

Cannon's descript11111 of his lllO\'emcnl 's "dnt-: 

days" are a back-hu.nded lribu•e to th(· CP's 

polttie;tl work and ht-t(l' lllOll) witht n the 

HHIVt·m n :It tl.c time. Hul hi,; <tCC•lUitt ;\lso 

re\·<':ll;; the •llJSt:Ikes that Wt'r£' m<1de- pritnarilv 

the US (' of\ lolencl' to ui!'.rttpl tl.' tiny Trot-;kyt~l 

mel•ii nc's :md how lht•se turm'ri aro und to lwlp 

thl Trohk.> is is bui.d their , ,·g:tniwt io.L 

"We came back stronger after t•,·er) figut," 

Cannon \1 nt<'s, "<~ml thts attr.tctrd sympathy 

and support. ~hny of the r artic;ll pt·oplt' in Nt•w 

York, sympathiZCI", ot tiH' Cotninunist party, and 

even some nH'I<~h('['~. would come to our 

meetings lo help pr otcc l them 111 tht• Inl('rest of 

free SJH't·c·h. TIH•y \1'\•rc attracted l•y our fight. 

our C'<Hto·age. and n·1 ,•Jied by the ml'lhuds ol the 

Stalinr:;t:;. They \l••ulrt llwn ~tart rcadtng our 

material and studying Dtu· prot~ram .... \\"1' hutlt 

thPse liUie groUJ•S in ,·arit.us ('I! iPs, and soon we 

hacl th<" ~ki'IP!on ol " natitlnal nr~:JJti!. d toiJ.' . 

l\:n:wlheless the Tr•·'skyists n•tn:Jtn•·ti a t tn y 

~~·el At •this Pt•inl illl'v ealkd tht'tll'-eh l'~ lhP 

''Ct•lllllll.llll~l l.l'.t)-!11<' of. Aml'!"ll'" !IJppo·ii! Jottl.'' 

Pnge 2n 

In their view, they were not a party anut·n~dl(~u 

in no mass work. l>ut an unofficial faction of the 

Cwnmuni:>t party . :\II their propa p,nnda work ­

\lhit'li \l;t,., all tlH•y did-wa~ <•illl• d .11 lhl' Cl' 

rank ~1111i fill' <Htd aimed at dividtng tlll.' lll trotll 

their leacll'rship. 
Tltt•y h:.~d ltttle success. Thr pro1~ress of 

~ocialist construction in the So\'iet Union, in tlw 

111 idst of capitnlist crisis nnd proll'tan:u1 upsurf.(t' 

throughout the wl'rld. attraclt'd n:tllions of 

peoplr to the partit•s of tltt' Communist Inter­

national. The stnr).!glt• against right OJlllurtuni::.n' 

within the movcnH·nl also took its toll of the 

"opposition." 
"13y this maneu\'er," states Cannon. ''lht•y 

dealt us a devastating l>low. Thosr di,-gruntlt>d 

l'lenwnts in the party, who had Lr! 'll tnclinrd 

toward us and 11 ho opposetl thr op;H,r tuni"nl of 

the Love:-.tone gruup, becanll' rec .nnkrl to till' 

p;trty. They used to say to us : 'You rt•. ~·ou 11 er•· 

wrong . Stalin is correcting evcrytlung. I k is 

taking a radical I)•JSition all :don.: the lint• in 

Hussia, America and t•verywherr rbe." 

Then Cannon adds: "We were utt,•rly isolated , 

forced in upon ourselves. Our recruittnl'nt 

dropped to almost nothing .... The:1. as is :.~!ways 

the cast' with new political mo vemcnt<o, we 

began to recruit from force · none too 

lwalthy ... Freaks always looktng ;or the most 

extreme expression of radicali ,m. misftts, 

~~ indbags, ehro,lit' (>ppo!>it ior11sts . ho had IH ··· n 

thro>l'n out of h:df ;1 doz!' ll orl!aniwt io ns-such 

pt•ople lwgan to come to us in •1\ll' isolatim .. 

shouting, 'llello Com rad\'s.' I 11 :1s a I\\';'~ s 

against admitting such people, . bL•t th e lice 11·:t s 

l<tO strong." 

HI-:("HI IT FH0:\1 TilE HH i iiT 

Rebuked in their l'fforts to renuit from the 

ll'ft , the Trotskyists had only one pl:icl' to go­

rrcruit from th t> r.!:h t. Tit(• victor) of f.1sl'i•;n , Ill 

(;<•rma ny had t·xposed thr trea ;;lt<. r~· nf tile 

learter~hip of the ~.()( 'ial -dcrn ocrntic pa1: J('S 1J I he 

Sl'cnnd Int ernational. Splits wer • dc•;l'lilptn,'. 

di sconte nt was gro\1 in ~~ an· nnr~ S(•C t.ll ­

democratic workrrs arHltll'lltY gro tpin g-o; aniP!H~ 

them \ll're looki ng mon· and nwre to t,, (' 

lradershi p of I he Com muni.:;t, . Tit is .,, :ts 

(•specially true fnllo-.l'inr, th e S(•n•nlh C'or·;; res~ ,, f 

the Com intern. \'. hich cotTt:Ctl'd a JJtltllhL•r ,,t 

"l<' ft " tTrors in it·~ •·all fo r thr uni ted <:tid !·Opl!i.lr 

front a~~;linst fascism. 
The main hi;;t,.rical rl'~po no:;i !;i lil y for lite 

vicro•·y of fascis.n in Grrman~· h"o h•·• •Jt pi:,·· d 

squarely on the Socini·IJL·rnotTal'. 'J nc 11 1 I ' ll 

tn•nd \\'a~ tO\\ an! unit:r 11 itlt lht• ('n:~:llllllll:- ls. 

\\'hat did the Tt\Jtskyists do'? i-:x,H·tly the op­

positr . They declared lhl' Coltlmunists 

r1•sponsihle fot fasci sm, drn nuncl'd tl1e 

Com intern as hopelessly countcr·rl'\ olutinn<ll·~· 

:md movt•d to JOll l thP parttt'S uf the S('coud 

lnl <'mational . 
In lhl' t:nitl'd Stall's thi s w:1s accntll j • li ~: lwrl iu 

(\I'll stl'ps , tltrou :~ lt thr Tt ot:;kytst 1:1\'ttr::. ,,{ 

· 'fn;ll>ll" ;utd "l'ttlr: ism." The first ' I 'P ,.,q. 
~IS! I'd of joulilll~ "tth a grnup ol rd!!l'ltt : I lr;•dt · 

untoiiL·h led 1,~ A .• J. l\ltt~ll' :1111 1 f,,r,"t:t~~ tlw 

" \\'ork,·rs p<~r t y." After a :-.llorl litllt' it 11.1~ 



decided that this group wns too "sectarian" .in its 

opposition to lht :--ori.•list p.1rty. which w;~s e1·rn 

f11rtlwr tg the n:_:ht. 
Artu.cll\' ll l' Tr•1hk~ i't~ \1\'1'<' intent on 

dissoll :ng I hi' · ":', , . ._ j•.•:, ,. IJ,[u 11·1· "nc:"lisl 

party and de~tn.~ 1ng b<•til nrg~lllt. :Jo~ons 111 till' 

procrss, hoping the~ would raid o·nough I'PCrllits 

to form their 0''· 11 p:1rty alter the dust h;o d se t· 

tied . 
As in their break w1th the CP. the Trotsky1sts 

were complet.•i.l' tl1shor11'~t in tlwir appronch. 

"We had to join indll' ldu:JII~ .·· states l'annon . 

"because they 11anll'd to hullliliate us. to m:1kc• it 

appear that we 11·erc slmp l ~ dissol\'ing our p:1rty . 

humbly brraking 11 ith our past and starting 

anew as pupils of the ':'llilitants,' cnu..:us of the 

SP. It was rather irntatin 1~. but \\'(' IH're not 

deflected from our course by p0rsonal fl't>lings. 

We had been too long 1n the Lrnin school for that. 

We wrre out to s<'n e politiral c·rHi ::;.'' 

What ends? C[lnnon menllnr1s two. One was to 

recruit a liberal. pelty-bourgeoi;; base to defend 

Trotsky in the international arena from a 
platform of "respectability." The other was to 

oppose devclopmrnts toward a united front 

between the CP and the SP. 
"We had stirred up the rank and file of the 

Soci;:list party.'' Cannon says. "against the 1clea 

of unity with the Stalmists. This blocked 

their games and they took 1t out in InCreased 

resentm<>nt again:;t us " 
But even ~ervlnJ~ these political ends was not 

necccssary to ju ,t1fy trC' T1 ulskyist tactics. 

Cannon romnH'nts on Trotsky's <'valuation of tlw 

action "11 lien we wn~ tal k1r.g ''· 1 t h him ·rimut !Ill' 

total rest..!! ol ow· rnlr.\ into the ~oci:1lis l party 

and the pllrtul !>l.Jtc of its orgar,i.:;llion ::!f­

terward. He sa1d th.lt nlone 11ould ha\'e JU!':>trficd 

the entry into t!w nrganlZ:l!IOII l ven If we hadn 't 

gained a sin 1!ie ne11 mcm ber .' ' 
The Trulskyi~;ts did g:Jin a number of 1 f•rruits, 

however , and doubled their s1ze. This stil l did not 

brc<tk thc1r 1sol.lt ion from t!w working dass. 

Their altitude toward the trade union 

struggle aud the Afro-Amer1can pcoplt> 

guaranlerd thr.t, despite their ensuing for mation 

of the Socivlr ~t \\ orkcrs party. 

~ ' an...:..:::~~~IJIDIRIJ::I!lllllllalf£~!3 
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Tht> Tro!sk~·1st rno1·r.nenl in the l.l.S todn\' 

fu:d~ ihl'if 0 1 go~n1zation:dlv isolated !rom th~· 
f'i~i111! ln•nd Of \I(Jrkers' Sf~UggJt:s. 

Atlhe ~<•Ill!' littlr it is in thf' positiOn of t:Jiluw 

nfter- altt•ln:tl•·h -the tr;Hif' tlrllf•ll hurPalll'racv 

and the pet l.) i>'Tllrgu>•s 11:1 t 1on .. list t t•·nds in 1 h;, 

struggles of the. oppressed na!Hlnahttcs. 

As ll result, the Trotskyists can only respond 

neg;ltii'C'l.V to wh;Jt must ht• thr stratrgy for 

pruktari.1n I L'I'nilrtillll iu the l 1.S .- tilL' united 

f1 ont :lf',ains! i111 p•·n :1 1ism . tlw funrl:JI1ll'l1tal 

;dli;,JI<'t' • f \l'l•i• lr ~~ . '"'tll't'l'Tl thl' multi -national 

11'(1! k111 ;: t'i;I~S ;ll:d till' IIJ'pl't': :~. t •cl na[IOIIailfll'~. 

The Jd<·,,Joglc.d rl'asnns lor ti11 s lllTl' present 

fro111 tho· ill')!lllnll ::··: tTl I lit• ,\n1L'rican Trntsk~·isl 

ll10I.<'nH'n t ;111d II~: n •jrc tion of 1\larx ism­

L<'ninism, p<~rli< 'J. I;rrly on tlw nntional f]llt'stion 

and !Ill' llltitndt• In thr trade unwns. 

The Trotskyi :: t:,' la ~ t m;1jo1' invoh'<'nH·n t in a 

Jailor slnJggle 1•::1s also their first: the fii'L'-week 

union n·· ·of•.nil io11 stnwgk of the :\linncapulis 

Tt•amsl<'l si n 1"'! l ,\ rrumbt·r of nH'J1lhers of the 

Communi<.;t l.<' :.•:n<• of ilnH•rica !Opposit ion!, the 

prrcll'ces:;••r tu tl1\' Social 1st Workers party, \\'l!re 

;-~l s<l rne1uhrr~ ot i!lf' Tt• .nnsters !.neal !i7.J. While 

they did not hold ;my offic1al positions of 

leadership in lht· union. tl1e Trntsl:~·isls 11crc 

hr<lv ily 1 cpn•.'>r•ntect 111 :)I(' strik•-· 's urg;:Hn7 .ng 

t'fl ltlnlittce and )!e1wrally played thL' role of 

activist trade union militants in the day-to-day 

leadrrship of thl· struggle. 
The problem is that thry did not go beyond :he 

role of trndr unionists nnd in fact at one pomt 

<~nswered rcd -h;u ting l'lwrgcs hy denying ,. 1at 

thrir militants '.':Cr<' communists James P . 

Cannon ctr·!'crih'·s th v outlook of I!JS nrt;:llll7;ll10n 

in :\!inncapoli:< in his " llhl•ll ~· nl ,\merit an 

Trotskyism" With an a!most d;Jso.,ic portr;1yat of 

taili sm <~nd howing to thv sp,)ill<llll'ity uf llw 

lllil SSCS : 

'\ll\ 1''1' TO Till · II: 'I HE'\'()' 

" FollowinJ~ tlir ~~<''ll'r:rllrend of the work,rs," 

hr' writ es. "liP ;I) so n·aiJzcd l hr~t 1f II'•· \l'l' l ,, to 

nwkt' til .~ be: I ol <1Ur opJlt•rlllllltrt•:-:. "'" shouh not 

put llllll,'Cf'SS:tl ~ · ditii('ll)tJl'::; Ill Olll' pal}. \\'t' 

should not \\<l SI<' time and enerr,y lryin;.~ l< ~e ll 

thr workers a nell' srht'lllt' ol oq•.anizatHHI they 

did not wa nt . It 11·as tar brtter to athpt our~' lves 

to tiH ir trl':H! :11u l al..;o to t•::pilllt thC' pn~·sihi 1tics 

of gPtting <!"'il t:111Cl' trom the cxi~;ting of. ic ial 

lahor nlm·r·rrH'nt." 
lt \\Ollld Ia· ;J mist;r[,(•, hOIIt:Ver. to VICI' the 

trade union work of !h<~ Trotsl.yi~:ts as apoli 11cal. 

One of its rn:oin inf~n·,lit•nts w:rs anti-comnHI.1ism 

in the gmse. of cnur~l'. of ";lnti-Si;rlnu;.m." ln a 

l!JtOrir::cuss•orr 1dlh 'I rotsky on wh< ther or nol to 

"vril ll';dl~ 'IIJ•P·1•·t" Comn:urn :. t party ('311-

dldate~ in th1' llt·c·tions. C'<~rTIHIII l'i:lims "!'llt'h a 

l ine would o:~;rup t our 1ork " in the "broad an ti ­

St:tlinist nlun'IIJI'nl." 
"We built Pllr stn'rlgth on oppo~ition to 

Stalinist rontrol olllw un ion .... 'l'hl' St 111111S!s arc 

the rnnin ol ~s t ;oc l\'. A pol11.:y of 1n:na·u1 cT ll!lttld 

be disastro1rs Whnt we J~ainPd fron· the 

Stalinists ll'l ' 1•.ould losr otht· J 1\ 1sc." 

This polky was soon to bl•ar i ts fruit. Tim 

\Vohlforth. Ia• ad of tin• Trotskyist \\ orkcrs 

Lcagu<', lk::<'ribes thr perr od 11f tiH· late J!ltlls in 

Ius o\1 n "It It'' history (If I iH' S\\'l ', "The Strng,:. le 

for l\larxis JT I in lhl' Unilc·,J States:" 
"This wa·< thl' pt•nod wl.cn tlw ·progrl'ssive' 

caucuses, 11 h1ch had fuugilt lhl' S t ,ilini~: ts d11ring 

the latter p:111 nl thr wnr <·~s(•ntl;llly on sound 

trade unionlin<'S, 11cn• now settling d01~n tu their 

!';Jg(' :.'1 



• 
•bureaucratic control of the unions and 
p-;tahlishing their relations with the capitalist 
goverrnnent and its cold war drive. Faced with 
thb situation the SWP trarle unionists were in a 
very difficult situation. They could not support 
their allies of the previous period, they were 
wary of seeking any relationship with the 
Stalinist workers who were being witch-hunted 
in the un ions and th ey did not have the strength 
to throw up independent third trade union 
caucuses ... . " 

\\'ohlforth points out thGt th£' SWP now begGn 
los ing many of the workers it had managed to 
recruit. especially black workers. He 
Gpologetical!y describes the SWP's inability to 
deal with white supremacy: 

"This f<.ilure is understandable considering 
the short duration of the party's direct ex­
perience in Negro work and considering that the 
O\'t>rwlwlrning majority of the party came from 
a more privileged layer of the working class who 
in their daily lives had little contact with 
Negroes." 
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That the SWP "had little contact" \1 ith Afro­
Anwrieans was not surpnsing. sin('t' tht• U.S. 
• · ldt opposition" ignored lln•i r ex i ~ t t'lll't' for the 
first Hl ~:cars of its exi~tt' JH "L'. 1-:vt•n Trol!'>ky was 
IIIOVed to rt•mark. in 1\l:l!l: "It IS \Pry di~!Jllit'liJ"lg 
to find that until now the p;1rty has dorw almost 
nothing in this field . It has not puhli~lwd a hook. 
a pamphlet. leaflets. nor e\ t'n any ;Jrlldt·s in the 
New lntt•rnational." Wohlfnrth :•ven points out 
I hat in l!rl:l an SWP lc:1der was unahlL· tu ;~nswer 
a question of Trotsky's as to wlwtiH·r or not 
Hlack JWClple in the South spoke a dirrcrent 
language. 

This can be contrasted with the wnrk of the 
Communist party. which. togcllwr with the 
Cornintcrn, had de\'dopcd <1 rc1·nlntionary 
analysis of the Mro-Anwrican quest ion from the 
perspecti\'l' of viewing it as a nation;ll que~tion. 
The Afro-American people in the "Black Bl'lt" 
reginn of the South. they said, t·on~tituted an 
oppressed nation. Communists were duty-bound 
to support its struggle ror national liberal ion. 
inch·ding the right to secede. 
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• .. • At the same time the CP saw the struggle for 
full democratic ri~hts for hlnck peopl(• 
throur,hout the country"" part 01ncl parer! of the 
class struggle and a key comp01wnt of the 
struggle against opportunism. As ;r result the ('I' 

made great gains in thi,; area of work, as \H'II as 
many worthy contributions to the struggle 
against national oppression in the U.S. 

The Trotskyists h:1ve attacked this line as 
"Imposed by orders from !\!,,scow" and distorted 
it by claiming that the Cl' dcmandl•d a separate 
Black state (rather than the right of self­
determination) without regard to the <lSpirations 
or the mack masses. 

TIIC Trotskyists 11 lTt~ not helped out of their 
quandary by Trotsky . Ill' n•spondcd to the S\VP's 
white blindspot by interpreting the Arro­
American national qurstion on a completely 
subjective basis. "We d,l, of l'CJUrSl'. not ohF ~ate 
the Negroes to hccollH' a n:llion," s;rid Trotsky in 
1939, " if they arc, then that is a quest ion of their 
consciousness, that is. what they d(•sirc and what 
they strive for." 

This repudiates any scientific approach to the 
national question which takes into account · uch 
factors as common history, territory, econo·n ic 
life and culture. The Trotskyists arc thus unable 
to distinguish an opprcs~cd nation from :::r op­
pressed national minority, or betw<•en the 
progressive demorratic content of natioN-list 
struggles and the narrow n•actionary vie\b of 
"cultural-national autonomv." 

This has led to considcral)le vacillation among 
the various Trotskyist groups. The Work•~r·s 
League, for instance. holds the view that "all 
nationalism is reaciionary," while the S\\'1' f.Jlls 
into the "all nationalism is rcvolutiom•ry" 
swamp. What unites the two is tailism. The first 
tails after the chauvinism of the I< bor 
aristocracy while the latter tails after the 
na tionalism of the petty bourgeoisie. Both op­
pose proletarian int<•rnationalism in pracLce. 

The SWP is most explicit on its tailist line on 
the demand for the right of sl'lf·detcnnination. It 
is not, writes Tony Thomas in the October 1970 
International Socialist Hcvicw. "up to the 
revolutionary party to raise that dl•mand, hut 
only to support it once ra1s<•d by Blacks." 

The SWP is aware. of course. th;rt there arc 
moderate, conservative and rcilctinnary trPnds 
among mack nationalists. In thcir \·iew, 
however, these arc not "real" or "consi~tent" 
nat ion : ,li ~< ts, sinl'e "coll ··io.; l!'nt" n;Itio!l;tlisrn is 
proletarian internationa I ism. 

'!'I; l·:l 'TIC t\1.' ('0:\S('I Ol'S:\ 1-' SS 
This is idealism and it is manif<'stPd con­

tinuously in the SWP's outlook . On the question 
of trade unionism , for inst;rm:c. t·:rncst :\l;mdPI 
states in the lJet:<'mber 1'17tl ISH that "trad<• 
union consciousn<'s!-. is in and by 1t~clf socially 
neut r al. It is nl'ilill'r reaction;1ry nor 
revolutionary." Mandel's "in and by· itsc..•lf'' 
stand takes him out~ ide• and "abov<•" cl;rsses and 
class struggle and intoth r rPalm nf pun· thought. 
In llil' proCl' .iS lw thro11·s out the whole hurdl·n of 
Lenin's "What is to he Done," a work that in­
sisted that tradP union consriousness was 

.. 

bourgeois and had to be struggled against, 
whether it played a progressive or backward 
role in certain circum~l<tnres. 

This method Pxtends to the SWP's overall view 
of 1\larxism-Leninism. "Marxism." suys SWP 
lcarler Joseph Hansen, amounts to "empiricism 
systPmatically c;trried out." Here Hansen views 
dialccticulmatcrialism as simply a quantitative 
and evolutionary devdopmcnt of pragmatism, 
the world outlook of the imperialist bourgeoiste. 

What it actually means. however. is th.It the 
Trotskyists have nl'Vl'r broken with bourg,•ois 
idt>ology thems<'lvcs. hut jump back and forth 
bl'!\I'('Cn bourgeois rationalism and bourgeois 
empiricism. Both arc forms of iclr;llism and 
rPfl<'ct their pn•sent-day pt'!ty bourgl'ois class 
ch;rractcr. One area in which this l><'conH·~ most 
apparent is the SWP's approach to the woman 
question 

The 
woman 

• question 
1MB¥ I AM 

The Trotskyist stand on thP woman question, 
like their approach to politics rn gcrwral, is 
"left" in form and right in essence. 

The views on the women's struggle of the two 
major Trotskyist groupings in the U.S.- -the 
Socialist Workers party (SWI'J and the Workers 
Lengue-also express the vacill:iling charneter 
of their movement in tailing aiter the spon­
taneity of the masses. 

The two organizations appear to be fun­
damentally opposed on the issue. The SWP. for 
instance, considers itself to he "revolutionary 
feminist." "If you love revolution," goes one of 
their slogans, "then you'll love femini~m. " 

The Workers League hrads in another 
direction. "The femillist movement," says one of 
their polemics <~gains! the SWP. "pl<~:-·s a 
rcaetionary role, splittin~ the working class and 
sowing the illusion that the problems of wor king 
class women could he solved apart from the fight 
for socialism. The movement is din•ctl•d a ~~a111st 
the working class and the revolution:-.ry p:1 rty." 

In essence the two positions arc the s:rme . Both 
abandon the struggle for proletarian leadership 
of tlw mass democratic struggle for the eman­
cipation of women. 

Tile S\\'1' bows to the spontaneity of the just 
struggll' waged hy the women of the miJdle 
classes. Tlw Workers L<'ngue, for it<; part. 
liquidates Pven the pretense of a 1\larxist­
L<·nimst :~pproach to tht· woman qw·st ion nnd 
tails ilfter the spontarwous economte s truggles of 
the workers nt the point of procJuclion. 

Both arc similar in another res pect. Both 
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• 
identify tht• entire women·~ movement with tht' 
INnLni ~ t tn ·nd . The Workt·r~ Lf'<lguc does this in 
!ht' gu :~.·· uf r:::. n11 ··n: " i l l<' lllO\'I' Il l f'nt ;• o.; 
" JJJiJdlv ,j ;, ;-; :.. rv ,.,r· r •. '-!1 1 " .I n• S\\ P ·. !til' 1. 1: ' " ' 
tlus form · 

" Femi nism .' ' '' :·i t•·s Lnrl ;1 .)('nnl'SS in the 
April2i, 19/:l :\liliLlnl. ' ' 1s 'I here wonwn are nul 
fi~;htin~ for thi11 gs th:~t <tre in thl'ir intt·rPst. 
rcminism is wlierevf'r ''omen arc challenging 
1he traditional rol es assigrwrl to thrm ." 

Thr Workers Lrague. of CtlUrsc. has no in· 
nuence in thf' women's lnr :\'l' lllt·nt, except as a 
n<.'gati\'t'l' \amplt• that stn ·ngtht•ns const•rvative 
and Jnti ·COil l llllllli~l trends. 

The S'.','l' , howc·1·er. pl<J~· s a more pernicious 
role. It c•Jnsid r· rs J[S('!f <In llilCompromising 
champion or won1en' s 1'1 !-)ll s and by adapti1 : ~ 

it:;elf to femini ;,m , h:Js gainrd a following for its 
idP:JS among a section of the middle class youth. 

:\1.\1~ 1\1.0\\' 0:'\ TilE FA\IIJ.Y 
The SWP gil'es a "left" covPr to its views by 

concentrating its attack on the family as the 
principal institution perpetuating the oppression 
of women . "The femini;,t movement today," 
states the S\\'P 's 1971 convention resolution 
entitled " Towa- us a ;\lass Feminist 1\lovement," 
"started out by questioning the basic structure 
and instil ution -; of this society, especially thl' 
fami:y. " Cn· rJli nl' Lund, writinp. in the Oetol.Jer 
1970 lnt<'rnational Socialist Hc\'iew adds, "The 
•.Jvpre ~;.; ion of 1\\Jlll l' ll hy other instituti :ms has 
bc·cn rlireLtly n·l;ll<'rl to lhl'ir rnlc in tht• t:nniJ~·." 

In this , she follow~ the lead of Trotsky. While 
he gave the dppe<1 r ancc of championing the 
c au, ,~ of SO\ :ct l'.on .t·n <l!Hi critici :.ed ~ou1e 

mistaken positiu ,,-; of t!J r! CPSU---e .g . !J.1nning 
abortions ill one t1rn e-hc too panickt•d o,·er the 
tasks of soc ialist C•mstruction , <~nd launched a 
utopian att ack on the family. 

Lund gol's on to att ock the idva of struggling 
for equality within the f~:rnily: ''\\'omen have 
had f'n ough of lwinf! so-<'<Illct! par t1wrs ~ Wt• want 
to he whole indi ,·idual s, w1 th our own li\'('S and 
aspirat ions . TJ,pn• shold l;p no 'head of the 
family, ' neith er a m nn nor a wom:1n, no 
dom ination of hu1 r1a n !;rings over oth er humJn 
hcings--- in cludmg childrc•n .·· i\s for the you th, 
they too slhntld abandon th" stru;!gle in that 
arena . '' Young peopl<' , ·• she ~ays . "c:111not as a 
rul e 11 ork ou t t]l(' i r 0 \\'11 Iii·L''- s :.~ ti ,: f ;:. ctoril~· u:1til 
they break from th eir fom ilif's." 

Thv i\la1 xis t LPni ni · l 11\0\ ement ~IH•Uid have 
no illusions <Jbout thl' ch:rra ctPr of the family nor 
rom antici zt• if., traJition;d role. which Engt'ls 
described as one tJf the pill ar s of class socil'ly. It 
i~ not th<.' rolC' of the proletarian moven1ent, 
ho\\'<'\'l'r , to C!'nlcr it s :1 t l:Kk on the family nor to 
call for its aboliti on. Tiw imperi al is ts themselves 
arc causing its Prosion. as till' fil l'! that one out of 
thr<.'e man iage~ now t·nrls in divorce sho11 s at a 
glance. 

ThP point is tha i tht·r" b no m<1 ss alt<'rnat i v<' to 
thP nucl<'ar f:tmil y llll' <t f'llali st soci!'ly or ('Vl'n in 
til e fir ~· ~ st:IJ.! l'S of Solt' ia! i: ! COI\ St rll (' l ion . \\ it ]lout 
the family unit, working ,,·onH'n Willi children 
would h :n· t~ to abandon t•,·en the m in11llal 
prot<'cti on-; th; tt it :1 ffurds. 
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This is why the workers' 1110\'Cilll'nt . 111 the 
cour~P of till' struggle for socialism. aims to win 
jobs for won1C'n, <'llljJhasizes thP rl.!\'l'arl' 
-;t:·u:•••:r· ,JPd r:Iis<'S thl' ti~:ht for t'fJII:dit,· \\!chin 
llw f;ln •ll:-. 1,11 hu~h : 11 1 d~ to ~il;lrt' I'IJII :d i!· 111 the 
re,:pon-;ibilr t; ,.~ of the iltlll1t' . ' 

As to what fnrrn till' family will t;lkt• ll l!der 
fully d!'n·lop<'d l'OI111llllllism. Fnt:els s:rid lilerc 
could only be speculation and that 11 wa~ ;, tasl-. 
for futurr gPnerations to dl'CJuc. In til'' fn·st 
stages of social ism. lwwl•n•r. hr said 111.1 t the 
worki111~ -cb:-:s family \I'Ould proiJably t ;il.;e a 
pun•ly 1r10nogarnous form for the first time, 
since in capitalist socil'ly morwgamy wa~. in 
practice, primarily for the wom:tn . 

P<.'rh;:ps an analor,y can be dr:l\\n 11it11 the 
state. In his polemics 11 ith llw an : Jn· Jii s t ~. l., ·r.in 
agreed that lh<' classless society would ·1:11·.._. no 
state. llistory :1nd class struggll' , I!O\I't' l ' : r. h:-1\'C 
detPrmined th<.' need for a tran o.; it ion a! 
proletarian st:1tc that would only witlH'r :1way 
with the dying out of cl:Jsses and cla ss ~ t ru t' I:IP. 
Thus it would l.Je incorrect to call for tlw du> lition 
of uny type of state or the aholiti01 of the 
workers' state just after the seizure nf pn-,•:er. 

But to the Trotskyists the [;Jet h<JI the 
monogamous nucl<.'ar family contirHJt'S t 'l' \i ~ t in 
socialist cotmtril's like China and to d, ., Plop 
along lines of greater <·quality for WOII' ,•n is not 
seen ;1s a progressive ~ t r p forw; ,rd . ln s· ··:rd it is 
slandered as "a refurnll'>l policy c•mli llll't' : the 
subjugation of women and n•in~c rein ~~ a 
bureaucratic caste.'' 

Tht> Trotskyists also e;1pitulatC' to til' ' f<' l ili nist 
trend by raising the ide:, of ·· ~. is : crh . • od" ami 
placing it abvl't' the cbss s tru ~~r, J e in p:·:H·ticc . 

The truth is," ;,tate . .: tlw ::,\\'l''s l~ill <' ll'rlll ll'nl. 
"that wom,'n arc at tllP samt> t!IIH' 1n i t••d IJ~· 

sexu:Jloppress ion and di v ided l.Jy ci:t ~·; Sol'it• ty ." 
It is truP th<Jt thPrc are two asp!'< ts to t:1e 

oppression of \I'OmPn by m<Jlc Sllprt•n :lf'y. The 
princip:d il~ JW<:t. is a dass ques t ion the an­
tagonistic contradiction betl'.l·<· n th •' 1 · 1 : 1 ~: ·,· .-: of 
womc·n and t lie im pt·ri;r li ;. ts. The ~ c,·nndary 
aspect is a IIOn·ant:Jgoni::.tic cunt1 adic l l.ill <t ill >n g 
the people, the contndi r tion l>l·lll't'<'n m :·11 :nHl 
women . 

I:IW,\() I ' ;'I.!TY I'OSSIIII.I·: 
Thus even the wom <'n nf til<' <'Xploiting 

clas~rs- to a cPrt <Jin Pxtent <nHl in n l i rll lt cJ 
way - share in the gc•n vr:t l ll i ' ;>n· ·"h' ll <>f .· . .. . n•·n 
<1nd :1s a t>ln :; I'IJUl'JH' (' c;1 n m :lk t• ;1 l '<' Ji t!'llH:'Iu ll to 
the q11ited front. 13ut this potl'I II Ja! uni ty .ri •JC• ng 
primarily w u rkin t~ -l'1:1ss ;1nd nll ddl <·· l'l dss 
womt•n can devdup in a prO!~ I T,.. .~J v e 11 :1y !•Illy 
through the struggl e for k :tdc·rshiJl 1!::- thr 
pro!Ptnri:~n women ~rnd lhPir cl:lss outlonk within 
the unit<.'d front a! ::ri .. :,t imp~· ~ 1:il ism, ,,; :,• of th<' 
spearheads of whil'l1 is the mass d(• nwcratic 
' ' ·unHn's 1110\l'llll'lll . It' ldt to ~ pon l :~ n r · i t ~ . !Itt• 
class rontradktion lll'tWt't'n thP tJroi<' t:Iri;tl and 
thP p<'lty bourgr·oisi<• h•·conH•-; pr i1rw r ~· :1nd thP 
lllOVl'llll'nt ITlll<llllS fr ; r ~ : rrl('ll ( l'd . 

T ins JS cxaul y wlwt the S\\'l' dot•s. In p!:Jcc of 
tht• !Pading rol<· of th t' prol ct:11 i:1t , i t ~· ll h s titutcs 

the idl'alist notion of " inlr t•rt•nt lr))'.i t· .. Jn an­
SWl'ring tht• qul'~t ion of w!IJt'h \\II I l .n ·r; nit' 
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primary, the unity or division in the women's 
movement, the SWP states: "Sisterhood is 
powerful because of this universal female op­
pression, and this is the basis for the existence of 
an independent. nonexclusive, mass feminist 
movement with an anti-c:-tpitalist logic." 

Thus "sisterhoorf' prevails over class struggle 
and the role of the working women is reduced to 
the obvious comment that they have "the most to 
gain" from drmocratic rf:forms. 

The SWP likrs tn claim that it is building the 
women's movem('nt among the masses . In ad­
dition to the fact that it is raising a petty 
bourgeois line. thir. claim is not <'V<'n true by 
their own admission. At a time when tlw rising 
trend in the women's mo\'emcnt is developing 
among the \l·orking \\'OllH.'n. particularly in the 
daycare battles being l<'d by third world working 
women. the S\\'P focuses its attention on the 
women students. "Building cam rus women's 
liberation groups,'' says th t.• S\\'P. "is a key task, 
since the campus groups arc the largest and 
fastest growing sector of the movem<'nt." 

IIEFI.ECTS S\\"I''S 1\ .\SI': 
The particular conc0rns of this section of 

women, while p::rt of the worn:tn qut.·stion in 
genC'ral, are reOcct<'d in the t'mphasis the S\\'P 
pl!ts forward in its line and tactics. i\lost women 
students do not have children, family respon­
sibilies or jobs. l\la11y c:re ~t illundPr thC' thumb of 
parentnl authority or in th,• proc<'SS ol rebelling 
against it , and thi~ is manifesterl in the S\VP's 
couccntratcd fin• on the family. 

But the nwin reflcct itJn is in tlw Trotskyist's 
approach to the struggle' to repeal anti-abortion 
laws . Here the SWP has focused on the abortion 
question as the most important issue of the 
women's movement. raisNl it in isolation and 
refused to raio.;e ntht·r dr:mands such a~ chrldc;Jrc 
and job equality togl"lh<'r with it in unitC'rl front 
coalitions. Tlw n•sult has been obvious. !\:ow that 
the r<'form has b~'en won, th(• "~; inglc-i ssu!' " 
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Abortion demonstration: SWP played divisive role. 

coalitions have disintegrated and the Trotskyists 
arc floundering in a quandary over what to do 
next. 

But the SWP ha~ had some succ<'ss . Its single­
issue approach made its contribution to in­
creasing th<' divi s ions in th<· women's 
movement. The refusal to unit e the <Jbortion 
struggle with tlll' mo\'ctnent fur d:1vcarf>, for 
instance, has tlw consequencl' of f<tili ng to 
combat the prejudice' among sor.w s<•ctions of 
the masses th;1t tlw wonwn 's stru~~g lc is ag<Jinst 
children and aim<'d nt destroying til!' family . 

ltl ·: I('II'S lllF,\l .lS\1 
At the sam<' timC' that the S\',"l' conducts a 

semt-anarchist <lltack 011 thC' f:-tlllily, em­
phasizing the llC'•J·Fi·f'udian idealism of \\'ilhelm 
Hcich, they dr,1w back orw step frorn the logical 
ronrlusi ••Il of dern;mding its abo! it in•1. I nsu·ad. in 
classic form, tlwy switch over to rdormism . 

"The heart of tlw struggle for liiler<Jtirm," 
states the S\\' P'~ 1971 statement, ''is not townrd 
counter-institutinni~ln. hut fightin; ; tn wrest the 
vast resourc'<'s ... <rway from the rulin t.! cl:1sses." 

The difference between "1•.rest rnr~ away 
resources'' anrl (•'iproprhting th<' t.''iprnpriiltors 
throuf!h the proktari:1n tl ic t:llor!-.hip is the dif­
fcrcncl· bPtw<·cn 1 ,·fonn :1r1tl n·volii tlt•n. lwtween 
revisionism and :'llarxi ~·. m - Ll'nllllSm. 

"The inseparable connection l;e tll'<'en the 
social ;1nd hum<lll po!-.ition of tin• 11 t:man. and 
priv:.~te property in the 11\l'iln ~ of rroduction 
must he strongly Lronght out." l.t•nin told Clara 
Zctkin in 1920. '· "l'h;~t will dra 11 :1 cl<'ar and 
inerndicahlc linr of distinction l>etwt•cn our 
policy ilnrl fcmini -: rn . . •\nd it 11 ill nl ~ ,~ ~11pp!~· th<' 
basis for regarding tli(' woman quest1on as a part 
of tlw social qu<', tron. of the worker ~:· problem. 
mtd so bind it firmlv to 111!' proli•t<~rl<m class 
strll f! J.!k and till' r•·vn\utioll ." 

The SWP's failirr<' in this n•gnrd 1.' followPd by 
its g<'ncral e'it<'ntion ildo tht' nwd•·rn rl'l·isronist 
tlwory of "structur.tl rdorm ." 
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re·volution? 
The Trotskyists in this country arc rcl;tti\·,·ly 

well known for their ultr~-"ll.'ft" opposition to thl' 
str;ttery of revolution by ~ 1 ;~ges in the rnlonial 

countnPs. 
To the anti-imperialist united front, aimed <Jt 

forming a transitionalrH.'\\' dcn1ocratic st;ttl' and 

led by the proletariat , they count<·rposc th.: line 

of immediate transition tn the proletarran dic­

tatorship. 
What is less apparent. however, is tlrat the 

Socialist Workers party, the largest Trotskyist 

group in the U.S . and representing the main 

trend in Trotskyism internationally, puts for­

ward just the opposite strategy for revolution in 

the advanced capitalist countrit's. 
In fact. despite their fulminations ngainst the 

revisionist Communist party, they go n long way 

toward advocating a two -;; tage "anti-monDpoly 

coalition" strategy, flirt with the idea of 

"praceful transition" an 1; scrap the theory of the 

proletar ian dictatorship . 
But there is actunlly a unity between the 

SWP's "two lines." In h0th cases they set the 

rlemocratic movement ;mel the clii;;s struggl,• 

against each 01 ~1e r by clen~1 ing the lradi nt• role of 

the proletariat in the united front against im­
periali sm. 

The Trotskyist position raise!' thP quest ion: 

What is the fund;lnH·ntal contradiction in the 
U.S.? "The irrepn•ssi ble antagonism,·· writes 

SWP theoretician Gcor!,!r Novack in his J,ouk. 

"Democracy and Revolution.'' ''UL'tii'C'I'Il tlw 

dominant monopoli~ts and thr strrvings for 

equality, social justice and even for liil' itself 

among the masses of thl· Americiln popubtion 

hold:. nut tw o oppo<:it.g lines uf l .. n~;- rJII t_;f' 

development for American politics." 
Thus it is not the class struggle bc·t\lr·en the 

proleta riat and tit •• l .()lll'~~-·ui~i c hut tilL' con­
tradir·tion lJ:·twP:·n liw ''lll:l!'S('S" ;md the 

"dominant mo:10p d~:>ls· · that is I he de tl'l'l fltlltng 

factor in the developm ent of the pro!Ptarian 

revolution. 
There is no doubt among 1\lar-xist-Leninists 

that thr dt·velopnwnt of the democratic 

stnwglc-s of tltl' rn;is :;cs r;rn Sl' l'l't' to ad\':tnC<' the 

class :; truggh· and e\·en in certarn periods pia~· a 

leading roll' in r:1i~ing mass e~nti·itllJh ' ri;tlist. 

consciousness. This is the mraning, for i•Jsl:lllc!', 

of M<to TsP ltmR's st;JlPmrnt that tlw .\ fro­

Antt:rican pcopll''s :·t l tt ;\~k has St'fl cd ;ts ;1 

"clarion call" tn ;,II t!1e opprrssL•d and c·:o;ploitcd 

to ri:-,c up <tf~;1tn:;t lltt' inlpcri:J!ists. 
nut when al1 is !.aid and done, it is also the 
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"AB\'' of 1\l<lrxisrn-L!'ninism that it is the 

dc\'dopml'nt and n•solu11u11 of the class struggle 

that tll'lt·rmirws till' tl••l'('bpnwnt and rrsolution 

of till' dt'lll'JCr;rtir stn1 ).!1 :lcs. ineluding the 

~I t'l! .! :'L' : l ! !:tin~t n:1t inn:il "Jli'I'I'Ssion. Thi~ is the 

rnc:1utn ~ nl :1I. t 11·~ ~t:lktlh ' nl th:ll. in th(' frnal 

;1nahsi~. n:llt•lt,.il " tr u!: :·.lt• rs .1 maltPr of rlass 

stru~glt· arHI ti t1' rl';l"nn 11 h~· :'llan:i:.t-Leninists 

plac<' in the fon·tronl lhl' ;;tru~ .~lc for leadprship 

by tlw pnd,•t:lri:ll in the national liberation 

movcm('nts [lnd all other democratic nnti­

impPrialist stru~gles . 

Till' posit ion oi t ht• S\\'P is complctrly opposed 

to thi~ 1·icw Tlll'ir ;1pproach is to tail op­

portunislit·all~·t•;rc h spont:111cous devl'lopmrnt in 

the III:ISS dl'llltll'l':tlil' nllll'l'lllelltS . l•:;rch COn­

stitlll'IIL'\', in "'HTI'ss inn . is thrn dubbed the 

"\':lllt'.U:Inl" kadirw th e proletariat tn ~ucialisrn, 

with the :tddrd provi;;ion that thr "\·:tngunrd of 

the \':IIH!IIard" in t'dl'h ~l'L'Ior is preSl'lllly madl' 

up of lhc studt·nt :>outh . 
,\nother S\\'1' tlwnretician. George llrcitman, 

makes this sub;H·dination of class struggle to 

demonatic stnq.!gll' clear in his pamphlet, "!low 

a i\linority Can Chnngc Society." "The Negro 

people." he ll'ritC's. " although n minority, can, 

with cons istrnl IP:t dcrship. lead the American 

working class in the re\·olution that ll'ill abolish 
capitalism.·• 

Breitman then sums up the Marxist position 
tlwt npprrssrd natinn.ilitit•s cannot win full 

den1oc:·at ic ri ~-~ilts under capitalism. thus 

m;1king their strugg!P a rP\'Olutionary question. 

Thrn lw adcb · "llut th:1t is not what 1 am 

dbcussing h1~re. \\hat I :1111 talking about now is 

.something t•l se the c;1pacity of the Nrgro 

people to lt•ad thr working-da~s re\'olution to 
r< platt• c;tpit:ilism ... 

1\lti ·: I'J':I,J.\'\'~ Slll-:1 .1. (;\.\11': 

This is ba!'kl'd ur with a sleight of hand 

nl:tll£'11\'t'r . !3rl'itm:rn first says Black people are 

a "racial minority" that is "overwhelmingly 

prokt<trian" in COI11J'w;ition. Next he states, 

"\q~ r<:L'S <1rc ;m i11 1portnnt srction of the 

worki11;.! ,·l ;,ss as 1\'l' ll a~ :1 racial minority." Then 

he conclurles thai "unk:·.s we arc I.Iind" we can 

see that Blad; J:l'oplc arc "the most radicalized 

s!'cli•,J1 of !lit: ·.•.o~t·k1111~ ··l:.1ss. " 
Hut Breitmatt is lhe nne who is blmd. lie has 

distortrd tiH• l'h• rn <·nt:1ry truth that 11lack 
11 r1 rkl'r;; -;t;Jn d ;tt t! ~>· c• ·ntl'r anrl pl<ly a leading 

rolt> in ho!11 lhv t•al i,11 1:tl .111d cla:; s :-.truggll'~ into 

ti1<' f tl -.:< ·, !:ttn• ,., 1: :1,! t.l.lt·ks an• ll'ork<·rs . thus 

liquid;1tin1 ~ th ~· n;rti .• n:tl quPstion , the t'lass 
di l· i ~i .,n,.. ;un(lnr: Ill!' l:i:~ck pPnpl<· ancl then 

dl'tl. :l;:. n~i!'all~ lupp:r. ,~ tl <tll off 11 ith an [lhsurd 

analogy with the Hlb! ian re\'olutron, whrre he 

ca,..ts tlw Hl <tck Jl l'fl!llt• in the role of the 
prnl,•t:lrlal and tlw llt:t s:, ,·s ol lhe 11hik workers 

;t:; llil' Jli';IS;J t \11'~· 

Til;ll th<' S\\'1' dot·s not :il'l' this line as any 

spl'ci;tl <tttributl' "f th(' n;1tion<tl question is 

t·\·id•·nt in th l'ir •·o1rrse sincP Breitman's 
,.,t.tlt•nH'III was fir :-.! l'lll lot ·w~Jrd in .1 ~1 1111ary 1964. 

~i11,.,. lht •n tlil'~· h:l\'t' ;1pplit•d till' ;;:11 1H' lint' of 

rl';I>OIIing to lhl' youlh III OVt:llll'llt, the WOII1l'n'S 



movement, the Chicano movement and finally to 
the g-ay lihpr;rtion mo\·rrnPnt . 

!low do(•S thr S\\'l' propos C' to lead I';H·h of 
these ''inclt•pt·rHknt forn·s" to powtor~ ,\~~a in. tlw 
initiallirw is ~tat t• d h~· 1\rt·itman in his allitudt· 
toward formin~ :lll :dl -lllack political p:.lrt~· with 
a -"transitional" rf'fon 1 1 i ~t pr·~~~ranL "\\'ilh•Hrt 
Nq~ro volt's, !lw prt ~. t·n, t 11 ·l !J;trly "·' st•·m wdl 
pass frorn tlw ~crm· and he rcpl:rn·d by 
somrthing cliffC'rent. nut nf which :'1/et-:rocs mav 
be ah!<· to arquirr !It'll' and mon' rt'liablr allies 
than up to now . r\ntl all of this can he ac­
complished by tlw simpil' device of forming a 
Negro party and rur11ung indcpentlrnt Negro 
candidates." 

'S(I:\IF'I'IIl:\(; IIIFFI<UI·::O.:T''.' 
What is the "sornrthing diffrrent" that will so 

miraculou!'ly replact• the t1•:o-parly system~ Th1· 
next step would lw the fo•wation of a reformist 
parliamcutary labor party, which th<· SWP 
would try to join as rlual mcmbrrs. The labor 
party and the mack party would then form an 
alliance with a Chicano party and possibly, 
although this has only been raised in SWP in­
ternal bulletins, a women 's party. 

All these together . of course, would make a bid 
for a parliamentary majority. The SWP 's role 
would be to mnkc the m "t'onsistent" in their 
fight for reform s by pursuing the path of "anti­
capitalist structuralrPforrn" put forward by the 
revisionist Italian Communist party. "The 
fundamental goal of these reforms," writes 
Ernest 1\landcl in his "Introduction to !\larxist 
Economic Theory ," ' 'would be to tetke away thr 
levcb of command in the economy from the 
financietl groups . trusts :mel monopolies arrd 
place them in the hands of the nation, to create a 
public sector of dreisive wri£'111 in crrdit, in­
dustry and transp(Jrtation anu to base all of this 
on workers' con~rol." 

Mandel calls this ' 's tage" where the "nation" 
has "taken command " of the monopolies 
through its go\·ernmental "!Juhlic sector" a 
!Jeriod preceding the dr\'<'lopnrrnt of '' dual 
J)()W(•r" which " could" precede societlist con­
struction . 

' I 

/ 

Even his slogan o! "workers control"-to 
which lh<' SWP would aclrl thl•ir \'('f'!-.itlll of 
"t·omnrunit ~· <'on! rnl" - is a n•forrn ist fraud. 
p11ralldin!: on lht' fal'\nr~· floor his apprn:u·h on 
the floor of p:trli:tmt·nt . 

Workers' enntrol. says 1\landcl. "is a rt'fu~al to 
rntrr rlisrussinns with thr m:m:l::!t'llll'llt or the 
gcnTrnmt·nt a~ a whoit' nn tlw clr1 i ~ ion of n:ttional 
inronw, so long as tlw \wrkPrs han· not ;Jr.ptirt.>d 
tht' abilit~· to rr\'Pal tht' way tlw r;lpit:11i s : ~ cook 
the books when they talk of prict•s and prof i 1 s. In 
other words. it is tlw op<'ning of tirL' bonks and tlw 
calculation of 1 he rca I produl't ion costs :1nrl tlw 
n·al profit margins by the workers." 

Why the importanct· of the l'alculatinns'1 So 
the workers can arrurr~tcly rlt>t<·rminc their 
prorlurtivity and thus :1chicve a "sol'ially just 
distribution" in wages. 

D<·spitc the obvious clash with l\larx's famous 
statement, "Instead of the con~ervati\'t · motto, 
'A fair day's wage for a fair nay's ll'orlo .· il'l us 
emblazon our bamwrs with the r<'voi .rti nna ry 
watchword, 'abolition of the wage S)~tcm,"' 
1\landel goes all the way and suggest~ to the 
capitalists that his proposals would lie p them 
run tht>ir system more rationally. ·• .. . From the 
standpoint of anti-cyclical policy, it i; morE' 
intelligent to reduce profits and increasr wages. 
This would permit the demand frorr wage 
workers and consumers to corn1 · to tlw 1 r!lief of 
investment in the interest of maintain ng the 
conjuncture at the high level." 

1\larxist-Ll'ninists hav<• long rn:rinta;n ·tl that 
the dividing lirw hetwcen revolutiona•·l 'S and 
reformists in the prolet:1rian lllo\·rnH·nt r· 011 the 
qu.•stion of th e prolctariall dictatorshir:. on thC' 
necessity to smash the bourgeois sw te ap( :mllus 
jlnd to create a new prol e tarian statt• in it: place: 
a stale that would insure drmocracy t•Jr the 
II'OI'kPrS and lhrir allies and uirlilt urship; 1~:1 inst 
the exploiters for the entire period of tra 1sition 
between capitalism a11d the classle~,; s0c e ly of 
communism. 

Not only do l\landel and hi~. S\\'1' co -th 11kE>rs 
put forw<Jrd in cs5encc a reformi s t anti­
monopoly coalitio11 line for the first "sta~~c " of 
thl'ir revolution in the capitalist ~ · ountries. tht.>y 
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also JOin with thr nwdrr .1 n•visionisls in 
liquid.1 ti nr~ thf.• prt•l!'l;,r~.lll dtl'!<~t•ll ~hi p in the 

second stage. 
George :'\m·;H:l-- m:ul:J~t·.l to ll'ritc an t•ntin· 

book on the suhin·t nf do• J ·~nL' J ;·,!'-'' and tht• 
\'ari ous fo1 iliSt.f ,, 1,· :.· •:J· .: .. v. ILII • ;II i, , ,J o'' J! l 'tll~ 

and sociali :.;t socii'!~· '' itllllllt ,.,., ., ,,ll,l'<' 1! ~ 111)'. llw 
term nr t•xplainin ~~ ils · · ~:s t · n:·e in ••lt.vr '.\nrds. 
Novack. in i<.~ ct. rL1i:n:: lil t· · d1' 1di::~~ II Ill'" 
between reformists an1i l·r,·ollltio :l:J I'I('S is 011 the 
question of dt•ntuL' I'<Il'Y. ''the OIH' vit•wtng 
democracv as a 1n rons of disposing of 
capita li s r~ . thr other :1s an l'XrllSl' for m;,lin· 
taining it indcfinitl'ly·." 

Novack also _joins th l' ('!' in p~1tling forward 
the ne<'(•ssity of arm<'.l ... tru;.:glt• as a liypol!l!'tlcal 
statement. "In order to protect all ~uch 

demor:r:-~tic inst it ut ion.; , 1\l ~ ·:·xisl,; arc ready to 
fight, arms in hand if lll.'ed b,·. ot;ai 11st l:ltra ­
read .unarv movenwnl 'i ." 

Fir-ally, ·No,·aek :~r!llllt:-: th<~t c!uring the Ci\'il 
War follo\\'ing the 0<-tob,.r revoluti•lll. "dic­
tator:al enactments \\'ere directed exclusively 
agaii ,st the dass enr.mies L•f the n.'\·oluticn" <1nd 
that 'hcse were necessary at lh l· time . nut then 
he <1dds , "It was no! to be considned the per­
mAl. ~nt and norm:~ ! ~ta lc of :tffairs throughout 
the ~eriod of the tr~n ; s ittnn to a classless society, 
as Sl alinism :~nd l\litOI>'I:l !all'!' pr cached.·· 

Hrre Novack joins hand~ 1'. ith the Khrushehev 
revi -; ionists in a ss~.: rti :l!~ that 1rhilc the 
pro'etarian dictators hip might have b!'en 
ncc(ssary earlier, what is now requircJ is a 
"st<. tc of the wlwll: JH opl.• ." 

W:wt Novilck i:< <.:Oinb:1ting, of cow· ~ r. is not 
onl} Stalin and l\l;w, but al:;o Len in. thu~ Joining 
the revisionists :1nd ,;<'l'ia l democrats in a 
corrrnon counter-n.:volutio!<.<l'Y "-.'-:Illll' · It is 
folJ .,wed through in tl:e '!'! · otsl ~ yi,..t 1 i:•\1 of the 

par .y . 

~r,~ c; ·;: ~-·-ft·y 
~:-·J C ....l.LL t!.. 
~ l. t';tl 

r..z~.::rm:.:~-=-~ --~..;:.--:-: _ .. _·1 ~ -:--: . . ;~~ .-.J-~ .- • .;.:.~:::iZ~~ 

Trotsky ht't',:ll l hi .• , .J < ,., ,. ; :; ;~ r ~.,o~ · dp c <'< t•!. t!w 

revolution:.~ry nwl'l' tJH :lt c!ur1n 1~ ;1 stru~>(lr '' 111! 
L1 nin over tlw c·l!~tr < tt:lt'l' IJf till' pl'oh:t:1rian 
vanguard p:1rty. 

Today his follower~ hal'<' ·-in one fo rm or 
another ·- eonti1Jl!l'd ll:i :• rol<• of :ll(<tf'king 
Leninist p:-~rtic s \1 IH'I'L'\'er IIH') aetu:J!Iy exist b~· 

attempti ng to '-Uktitut<' pt•tly luHII'J'.< ois id(·as on 
organi7:1lion in lhl·il t,l;~,·,• . 

In his struggle,. 1tli till' ,\Ic· n~IIL' \ · iks. l.enin put 
forward llw pn,; itwn 11 1.11 tlw proll'! ilt'l:ln 
rcvolutiol'ary p:1rt~:. 111 :H iditin n lo lwi:1g glll (ll'd 

by the llhl:;t ;;d ·.-:-~, •· cd ~,· i · nt i fie I iiL 't,l) , had !1• Ill' 
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an or~anization of professional revolutionaries, 
full -lime and 1r:1ined :~ctivists romprisrcl of thr 
best l'lt'llll'llts of th L' working cl:1ss •1nd the 
rrl'olutionar~· intellt•L·tuals . 

Tins "p:u·ty of a new ty·pe" is sren as the 
prolo•t:~riat·~ "gf'nrral staff" in tlw r\ass 
:-. t I'Uj~l~ll' \1 !I h th1• l>oUI'!-!L'O ISie . (( IS not :1 d!'i.>:ll &ng 
soci('ty but an inst!'llllll'nl to prep:1n• the lll :osses 
for slllashint~ tlH· l'Xtsling ~(:ill' poWl'r, 
l'!-.tahlis!Jing ,1nd J.o: ,ding thr prokt:lrt:~n dic­
tator~hip and continuing to ''age thr class 
strng~h· throll!'.hout the enlin• tr:1n-;ition pL·riod 
of sorialisl construct i<•n to the clo~ssless sudety 
of l'Omrnunism 

/Is a llt'apon of class struggle. thl' party 
requirt ~s an iron discipline. sulmrdin.ilin~-: the 
inlli\'idual to the collceti\'l', and tiH· combination 
of ~cerci and opt'll \\ork . Dec ision~ :111d policies 
<Ire developed <llld ch;utgrd lhro111:h dt mnl'r,ltic 
cli >·. cussion. deh~ltt• and the process of rntieism 
:n1d sl'if-cnticism . Once a nwjorit y in !h<' party 
has agreed . hO\\ever. any minori t~· must set 
aside its opmions and act in carr~· in~ out the 
\'iell's of till' entire party with a lllonolithic unity 
in the face of the class enemy. 

The party rt>presents the vanguard of the 
proletariat but not by self-proclamatinn . ll must 
be thorough!~· integrated \\'i th th l' masses. learn 
from them :~nd \\'In the role of Je;,der. not only of 
lht• workers, but ol lhl' broad ma~,l's of various 
classes throl! J~ h its rrvolutionary prac.:ticr in the 
actu <1 l cour~t· of ~trur.gle. 

TIWTSK\''S OPPOSITION 
Trotsky stood in open and hostiJ (• opp0sition to 

this l'iew of th <' party almost to tlw l'l'<' nf the 
October revolution in I\Jt7. llr tuc.k a crntrist 
position. dt>ma11din~: th ~11 the Bol < hrvik~ unitr in 
thP s;1rne party· with the ;\ll'nsl:e\·ih s. Thr only 
wa~· this could happen, of cour:'l', \\ouicl bt> for 
Lenin to di~;sol \'l' 1 ill' t ~llC' of organization he had 
con~tructel.l. llenn· lht• term ' ' llq:lidat: tl nist," 
which Lt'nin ap plied to Trotsky 11 1th a 
vengeance. dd1ning il as opportunism gone to 
the ('Xtrernl' of (lissoll·ing the proll'!ari::~ 's key 
weapon--ils nr;~;'lnit : Jtion . 

Trotsky agreed''· ith the l\h•nshrvik pos it iun on 
organization. li e 1\'ilr:ted a party v. itlwul a ~trict 
disriplitH'. with ronknding gr:Jt1ps and !actions 
tha t roulcl IJ,•''!Jr •. ~Jd " Pnough to conwin those 
\\'hO prodai1:oed tlll'm:elves mend>tTS by ~imply 

staling agn·cnH'IIt ''· ith gt'neral princ iples. lie 
:~tt;1ckcd i.<' nin 'i r iuusly: 

"Not an acl'idr·nt !Jut a dct' ll ·o nJC il,' " 'l'<' l• tsky 
''rotc in l!li i-1 ... ,~ lhl' fac t th:11 tlw il•ad<'r of ttw 
n·a('liono~ry ,.,·in,: of our p.1rty , ( 'omradt· Lenin. 
1\ho is def, ·;ul ing the t:~rti r: d nwtliods of 

caricalllrt' Jarol•ini o:1n. was psychologically 
forced to givl' such a defin ition of ')oeial­
llt·nlOLTacy '.\'liich n·presrnt~; nothin~ but a 
throrctical ;I !tempi at dl'stro) ing ti J<' dass 
l'liaral'ler of our party." 

This is Trot,;ky 's cla:;sic ;~nti -cuntmun ist 

:;ummary of l.rnin's policy : " Till' h:n-racks 
I'L'gii11Cl':11\lllll ht•lh<' rq :illll'Of ll\11' p:H·ty . JU S( ;IS 

the factory cannot b<' its l'\ ~11npil' Thl'sc 
methods !•rint:: about a situation that the party 
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organization will n•plac· ,... th:' p:.trty, tlw C('tttr;>.l 
committeC' will rcplacP the party or!:(i.llli~ati<:n, 
and fina ll~· the 'dictator' ' ': ill replace the ct•ntral 
committee .. .. The commilll'L'S will do a ll the 
'directing' while ·thP ]JCt•plc rcnwin silrr.t.' ·' 

Despite the fact th at Trot sky joinl'rl th e 
Bolsheviks just before Oc tohe r, h<: never !',::1 n.: up 
the c~~cncc of these views. ,\ ltho!tgh he formally 
stated he was wron g on t r.t' p:1 rty, his vic·\'/ t h;t 1 it 
was hi s parti cular s trate~ic line of "p<•rmanf'nt 
revolution" that won out over Lenin'~; lw s tlte 
clear implic;Jtion tha t the issue wa~ not :.tll tha'. 
important. As 1\lich<r PI ~.lill c r pnints out in the 
recently publi~hed pa mphle t. From Trotskyism 
to Social-Imperialism: 

"From Trotsky's point of view a miracle 
happC'ncd at this prop:tious monlf'nt in hi:;tnry. 
The revolution .io i:H ·d ·,·rotsky . Tt ots!;y d i,;:t 'l 
reall y joi11 the Hoi,-lwviks. 'J'hPy j<lim·d him! 
40,000 Bolshevik wor ke r;: .ioined Trotsky ~i t1c<· he 
had fure seen everyth in;L! ... The probl!'m with 
Trotsky's theory is thnt it rcqui:·c~ no p:t J· ty at 
all . . . . Trot~ky 's lhc.Jr)· of Octc,Ler is th<.t th,· 
Bolshevik!;, having fi nally com•· Jround ltl the 
'correct ide:~,' wPr C' abl <' to kad the n'vo lution 
despitC' ltat•ing a11 in!'orrect line for H years 
•prior tu the event. " 

·After Lenin ·s death Trotsky rca:,serlccl hi~ old 
ideas on the pa rt y in a 11.:'\'.' f<•rrn. J lc now paid ltp 
sen· ice to dt·mocr;r tic c<'nl r<t l ism . hut dt·m.nH lrd 
·"fr<·t'dont of criti::tsm" within the party i:t tl1 l' 

.:fo.rm· (lf thC' frPedom IO or ~!:t nize J<tc !iP naJ 
• gh:i'{pings. <'al·h with 1ts 0\1'1 1 lt ~ c~clership ~; true ... ..... 
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turlS. pl:1ffonns, programs nnd ~> rt ·~s . . \ ~ the 
histor\' nf Tror:;ky 's "idt oppc ~i1in n " <~bn 
demon:;trcJft·d. in pr;•ctice he "·;~.,tt·ri f:1C!.• .ns 
with thC'i r own internCJ I di~eiplinP l1at coul <' !Je 
t•xercbed again::.! tht• p:1 r1y ·s . l ' \'f' ll !d tiw ··xt,·n t 
or carrving out acltons among th 1n:-:s.'c':' <'X· 
pressly. forbiddrn IJy the par ty <•nd in oppost tto n 
to it s liP<' . 

In l!lu-1 Trotsky had :t tt ack<"d Lenin for 
"dC'st royin ~ th•• cl:l:;. :; rharacter of ,;Jr p<t :· ty " In 
a sen~; < ~ . this was !rtll', although it :.t,; not \ . h.1 t 
Trot ~ ky h<HI in mind. Lenin cle:niY <.~im ,•.t at 
()('fl'aling the petty hnu r:;!·ois dldt ;,( l!'r nf I he 
party and it is prC't:i s<· ly the pet(\' he mgcoi-, ''ll'W 

of both t!te party ;md st:l!e as <1 11 i,k;ll form of 
radical democratic parliumcnt that TnJt~, ky .,,· as 
rtC\'1 '1' able to abandon 

Trot sky's p<'rsp<·cLv<' cnmcs out mo<;t c]Po: rly 
in hi~ 1\):15 arth'l!'s, " If :\mcrica .'h<ltlid <:n 
Cotntolllnist." l lespit<· till' fact th :-~ t th t S. 
bou rgeoisie is filr more wphio !i(';l!ed tn the 
p!itCt 'C<'C!f C01111IC'r -rc\·oJution t h.~n thl''l' 1:•1-· lan 
colli l!,· rparts, Trot :· ky thi nks th l' re \ o:. :t:t>:l .... til 
he mtwh ea sil· r lwn·. Since lh <' lil t>li< ' !'<llv 
('apit:di!:.t s arc in .t n•i,;nrit~· and "l' 1'1'\ L .. _:v 
below this group is ;tln•<Hh· ('t:i>llOIIIIC:ilfy 
pr<'pared for communism," Trot ., k~· cl.1itns 
"llll'rt' is no rea siJn "hy these I nOJ• ·:no:l!lpoly l 
gr,Htps should oppos•· •k iC' nn itll'd r<• s t ~l:l!ll'<'." 
.\s fur the monopolio.; t:-.. "l ltt•y ' '· lit n ·:1!> C' 
;. trtl t:i~lt n): as soon <t S ti! t:y fai l to find pt·opk to 
fight for them." 

Till' 111)11-monopoly capitalists and petty 
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bourgffiisie. inspired by the pn)(flll' rivity or Cl 

planrwd t•c·nnomy uft('r "a f:ond !on~ tim(~ to 
think things o,·,·r." C'tlllld be.· "kept ~<l ivl'nt until 

~lH'Y \I'E'r<' !-!r .. du:llly iirHl 11 illtout compulsion 
~. ,Irked ;,llr, tlw snri;llizt·d l .u~i rwss s~·~tem . 

\\'rtho t.: cu r:q>lll,ion' 'lh·· ;, , ,,, nc :rn ~o1 · i<'!·. 

v, vuld not nt'cd to resort to till' dra~tic me:t!>llrt•:> 

·~·hich circunr:,.tarH'('S have nftt':r imposed on till' 
nussians ... 

Which drastic mrasures·~ While Trotsky :~d­

mits the monorol1sts would find no place in U.S . 

soviet~. he adds th at "1\'ilh us the soviPts h:t i'C 

been burpaucratiled as :1 rrsult of the political 
monopoly of a ~ingk party. 11 hich itself has 
become a hurPnueracy." In contrnst. "Th(• 

American soviets will be full-blooded anct 
vigorous . without need or opportunity for such 
measures .... A wide struggle between in ­

tercs~s. eroups and iJ<'as is nut only con­
t:eivrbl e- it is inevitable.. . All of these will 

arou.w conr rol'('rsy. vigorous PiPet oral stru ggle. 

Rnd 1•nssiorwte debate in the neii'S!Japers :~nd at 
publ;c meetings.·· 

In adctition to :rsserling the rrt·ect for a multi­
party electoral system, a nother "drastic: 
mea~;ure" to he thrown out is I he proletarian 
ccm' ;·ol of the press . Instead. "it might be donP 
on r .e basis of proportional representation for 

the 1 ote~ in each sovid ti ccticm . Thu~ the right nf 
Pact- group of ci tizens to u~e the power of thP 

pres ·; will depend on their nu rnrrica l stren~th. ·· 
It rs a uasic principle of :\1 an. ism that clifft•rent 

p .1fl ics reprcs{·nt the interrsts of d1ffl'rent 

cla<ses <l!ld s ·:ctions of d~: ·Sl':i. Co:nmentin g on 
this ; am t.· <1:·1 iC'i<' b." Tr otsk:> . ,\l .• J. Olgin wrot (• in 
his 1 ~Ui book. "Trotskyism: Countrr -Rcvolution 
in flisguise · '· 

'SO \'1 ET' I' ,\ H !.L\:\IF:"T~· 

"If the Communi~; ! p<>rty represents the 
-.vor (ers, tlwn obviously tlw other parties must 

repr l·srnt thl' rich farr11ers . thP poor farm('rs. the 

mid ik bour~~ Poi s ie. the petty b"urgt·ois il'. 
perl.aps the inttllr·ctu;lls. !!:}w will these partit•s 

fun(!i c,n? Natu ,· .tlly hy st r :wgk. . A soviet 

\·ery much n :sr·; nblin(: a hourg!'ois parliament. 

Sev ~ral partie':" represPnted in it 1\'ith t•qunl 

rigl· ts. E::tch party fighting the others. Sevrra l 

parties makin ~ a coalition to defl'<lt the 
dangl'rO'.IS ~:ommun nv;·.J. \\'lry 11ot ;, ro:~lition of 

all the othl'r p:1rtiPs ag:1inst lhe p<rl'ly of till' 
workl·rs'' This latter part1·. in Trotsky 's con­

ception. shu11ld b<' split into a number of 
legalized proup~ :tnd factions with their o\'.'n 
separ:1t c pl1tfn;ms . 'i'hP popt ol :rtinn ·sill h:11 c its 

choice of part:l':i. groups . pro~ r~rms . No spcci;;l 

disdpline is net>dect for <lllV J! <<r ty; no monolithic 
unity for the comnnmif>L party ." 

Olgin sums up: "How t:nit:> c<Jn be aehie1·ecl 
under lhc~ t· cnndrtions JTr11:tins a secret of 
Trotsky's . 1~111 then lw dol's not wot-r~· much 
about unity because his s logan is . "Without 
compubion! · · 

In st :u·k cnr1tr<rsl ~ t:ulfl s LC'nin's l'iew. "Ti rl' 

dictatorshq• nf till' pml• ·t: 11 iat is thP mn~t 

~lubhnrn , ill<' llln~t .rnriP. ll :c• most nwrcilc ·:' ~ 

~trugg!P (1f ilw nc": cl:r ~,; ::~::dn ~: t lhl' lll llt'l' 

powerful rncm~·. the bourgt•oisie. whose 
rcsistanc(' h:t s grown lt'nfold aftPr it ha s bPf'n 

overthrown. 'l'IH' drctator ~; hrp of llrt• proll't:rri:tt 1s 
a stubborn stru:~g le. l>IPnd;.· .1nd l>l nocll •·ss. 

l'iolcnt and pcacdrtl. Ill iIi t : rr~· and ' '<'<\110111 ic. 
JH'd : t !!<l~~~~·. d :rnd a-lrurni~t r :rt i ,.,.. :1 1; :1 irl".t th<' 

J>OII't'l' .' :u:d tr:ulitio ns of IIH· nld ~. ocrt'll' ." 

Till' Trot~ : k;.·iq p:trtil'S t. Hla ;.· l'< Jil tinu<' to 
rcpudial<' !Ill .~ linl' <~nd tollt>ll' tlw h:u:krupt ,.it' ll'S 

of thl'ir llll'ntor. 01w cor~s, · qu ,• nn·. ol l'<IUr~ <' , i» 
lh<.Jt t!wy th r msPil'l'!; arc riddlrct 11 ith facti(lllS 
and comprise a gnlaxy of competing 

organizations . all dniming tlw lai.Jel, "Trot­
sk~·ist ... 

Thl' dirt~ction of som,·. like tlrl' Soci:~ li s t 

\\'orker,; p;.r·ty, h : r~ ht'<'ll rn tlw dirt l' t i•lll of tlH' 
modern re1·i~;ronist~. liqu i,Jati ng 1:re lt•:rding role 

of thl' party into :r ··n'I'CIItttill:l:t r \' nut·i ( 'll.~ " th:1t 

aims to IH'conw a "m:Jss" l':rrty pl:1yrn~ ~illll'i~· a 

" catalytic'' role in fornrin g an :-tnli-r:HJilupoly 
l'oal.ition. 

lti\TIO:\ ,\I.IST 111-:\ ' J,\TJO:\ 

Others, like the Workers League. emphasize 

Trotsky's idcn list rat ionali ~rn :rnd rern ;1in en­

sconsed firmly in "ldt" sectnrianism . As their 

leader. Tirn \\'ohll'orth. put rt. '':\t hl':rrt wha t the 

party is is its program. It is IHIIhin.: t·ise . Tht' 
app3ratus, thP forces. I he pC'ople , the equipment, 
the p:-tpcr, arC' all expres~, wns of what'' A 

progra m . .. anJ a program is a n idc•:r . ~;oat its 
heart you co uld say th:ll th<' part1· i,; ::n idrn.'' 

In essl'llC(', holll'I'<T, lh('y c;.rr a ll ju.,t:y l'lam1 

to be Tr,>!sky ists . 'fhp~· are united in their op­
pos ition to i\brxisrn-J.eninisrn. 

Trotsky's oppo,;rtron. his s:rbot:-tg<' or the 

prolet:-tr ian mo\'enH·nt :tnd his 11 n·<·ki ng ac­
til·it il's in thr period ol tlw unitrd tn.nt ag;tins t 

fnscism. (•l'<·ntuall\' rn"l him hi s lit'e. 
It would he a mistake. holl!'l'er. tt> tl11nk tllftl 

till' clnnger of Trotskyism could I> <· cli:llrll:llt'd in 
such n mannl'r. Trot skyism is an idenlor,ical 

trend ll'ithin till' pdly bourgcoi,.,ie an.l as sul'i t a 

S<•cial basi!>. lor it ex ish <•tHI 11 illcontinll<' to exist 
as long as llwrc· art' middlv cla~ses. 

Tlw struggll' agarn"t Tror<.kyi,.. ,n 1~ ;d~o l"lli!Hl 
up w ith the st rn gglc ;rg :tin st modern 

revisiuni sm . thl' <'xist<•nct: and dc1·(·lop11H'r:t of 
ll'hich hns <tdrkd new ftwl .1n d (Tl'alcd m~w 
condition" for a l'('l'il·al of Trotskyr~ . m . 

The c!C'ci s ive conctition fur a ~' li<'C('"sful 

struggiP :t gai n"l Trotskyism- and all forms of 
o p~>Orl li :Ji .: m -- i s to he: fou11d in tilt' :~ rrw. !h o' t 'H' 
\larxi~ t - LPn ini•: t movPmr·nt itself. 1n the 

ricl'elnprt~:·nt 11 i till' prokt :t r i:111 , · ;~Jr~u .• ru J> tny 
and its \l'innin ~ of tlw m:css"~ in tl :crr rnillitli !S to 
til l' harlll( r of rcl'olutio rl. 

\\' I ~:!J •. \ L'J \:JJ.r.ill lJ.:.Jlli.:-'I.:.L(...l.: ~-"\ ,.;~·~.---~~~ \-f ; ..-...., 
f'f.rtubh:l.. (~; Ir an', ·111'\'f'r : i>l'ilk••n ' \\'(t_ll rour l<'iHs .• ;.: 
\t dt•olof!V ' tlll·m~• ' il' <•s. · lnrl ' 'jurnp l .,ck .riJ •I.l:J 

'fort h_ '1,.:(1\'l'!'ll lwur l-"t:or : ~ r:llinll , li! :•,:r •, ·""!' ~· 
il•plii' P. l'lli .'<' t'l~l!lll'il'l~lll .[ : ,,1!) ; ;II•,': f'•o o' l ol.., ',,, • r: 
_pc!c'plisr.rt :ntd : l'l'l.kr:l :tlidl ; pr1dt · pt· cl ~ .~· ' I . : : 11~~ 
jiiOl(l'll<'IJl :, :• l<l~ ",· l'll tl< ' .t<'IC·r · ;l i t : •· .tl'l 'T 11 \ \' .. d ~~-f. 

. ,t ! ) l .) I f I' ' I I ~' I ' • ' i ' ! . , llll: ';'.I I I ' I ll ~ . . • ; ... .. 

~" l'lim ":· lll\• t.lut -. \l. ,l" l· ..t,~.qlt•l''·"ir-t: i-\ j '!' ! ;·. •·l· 
l1 ~.~,.~ 1J l-Utr ... :. L!. .!..-4-l -l~I~L-, •. !_ : ••• tr 
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SAN DIEGO .. .In a hall 

filled with every majo.r Chica.no 
organization, · and community 
leader of the San Diego region, 
a majo1· political declaration 
asserting the Chic·anos' right to 
self-determination · was · 
overwhelmingly approved. 

The call for the county-wide 
meeting was issued by Herman 

.. ' Baca, chairman of the Com­
mittee on Chicano Rights. It 

• was .. , called, . because, wide 
; ... :\\~ concern had· been . expressed . 

over the apparent destructive · + ·. :; role of the Socialist Workers 
Part'y (SWPl, and the Young 

, , Socialist Alliance (YSAl, in the 
internal affairs of the Chicano 
movem<'nl of San DiPgo 
( ' n11 nl \' 

tive, and democratic manner, 
arrive at a national piatform 
incoqJorating the major issues 
of concern to the Latino 
population. It was also agreed 
that the national meeting 
would select, by democratic 
means, representatives, that 
would then p'r~ent the 
nat.ional concerns to President 
Carter; and crucially, it was 
agreed that this would be a 
Chicano conference, led by 
Chicanos. The leadership ~ 
wouid come fl'om La Rrtla 
groups," stated'Mr. Baca. 

By June 7, the· agreements 
reached collectively at Ontario 
had been violated. On ,June 
25th, a lcttPr was spnt. lo 1\ ngPI 
l.11li;·rrr· z dc-l :tilinl' lh•· 

' . 

. ' 
'}'I - r I . ':.•. 

', 
these organizations have risen ' 

1 

because we demand the right ·. :-. • •1• • • • .__: • '. to have a voice in our affairs," .· D • -CORNEJO : , TO . 
stated Mr. Baca. . . ·. . . REPLACE MONZON "We informed the SWP not · 
to come into San Diego and " ·' 

't ,J; 

attempt to organize unless 1 • • , i .~they were i-nvited by Dr.· Ricardo · Cornejo, a · the need for bilingual training '· · Chicanos ...• They knew what UCLA educator and resear~ . for San Diego school children. · they were doing.', The SWP cher, has ·been appointed The test developed here will be issued flyers to ·organized director 'of San Diego State used throughout the state to. Chicano ,_groups carrying the University's Institute For -. implement AB 1329, the names of individuals and Cultural Pluralism by Acting Bilingual Act, under which organizations . which . were President Trevor Colbourn. . •. ,every California student• from '.' falc;ified .. Th~y ··aHempted to . . Cornejo, Who served <'aL kindergarten · ·· through iJ..lZt\r~ divide our community by . director. of bilingual research grade will be ' surveyed to turning <me group against systems at UCLA's Center for determine ,his .9r .het: language, another. They tried .. to·· the Study of Evaluation for dominance. ··;;;-;t. asusume the leadership of the five years, has a national Cornejo has been asked by. Chicano movem<'nt 10 San reputation in the fiPid of the California Department of llif'l'fl . It \' v: trintt •; ;11'1 •; ;111 ,j hilinP·II:Ii -hif'lllfllr :d •·<hll' :llion . Erhw :llinn In ,·onrrlin :tl•· lh• ' 



!'arl.J tSWJ'J, a11d llll• Yuung By JU11e / ,Lilt· agret:IIJellb Lurlllllg Oll c group .~gallbl :-.y" L' '"'" .1 1 l Jt'L t\ ·,., l:l'llli'l . lur 

So6ulist Alliance (YSA), in the reached collectively at Ontario another. They tried to the Study of Eva(uulion for 
int~rn1\l affairs of the Chicano had been violated. On June asusume the leadership of the .five years, has a national 

. movement of San Diego . 25th, a letter was sent to Angel Chicano movement in San reputation in the field of 
· County. ·• ·Gutierrez detailing the Diego. By various acts and bilingual-bicultural education. 

Over 50 organizations and violations and reyuested ~ean~ they tried to totally co- · The Institute for Cultural 
)n(,iividuals signed . the San clarification, No response was opt the Chicano community to Pluralism . i~ · a . research and 
t}Diego . Declaration :which is, _ · ever . received from San An- their own . use and ends ," resource center for the 

essentially, a major indictment · tonio. The California National . sta~ed Mr ~ ~aca. '. . >•· ~.;., •. ·• u n i v e r sit y' s Schoo I of 
against the SWP and the YSA. ' Mob iIi z ln g Committee - · The meeting was'~te~'trified . Educa~fon in the are~s of multi­
The chairman · of th,e rneeti ng. :, s P e c i (i c a II y requested • when leader after leader of ih~ cult u r a I and b iIi n g u a I 

, Herman Baca, laid out in detail clarification of the Socialist various community groups education. It recently · wa~ 
·-the deceitful, irresponsible, Workers Party's . role in the stood up to denounce· the SWP awarded a U.S. Office of 
divisive acts of the. SWP and national "Call For Action;·. for their use of their names and Education contract, renewnble 
the YSA against the Chicano - They questioned the national organization t'itles · in an ap: for more than · $3 million, to 
Cpmmunity in San Diego. agenda being set without input parent attempt to . take over'- provide consultant services to 

The emotionally charged from the various states, . the - the · Chicano leadership: : school districts on bilingual 
meeting deal~ with two leadership rQle being assumed Leaders, from as far away as education and desegregation. 
principal issues: The proposed by SWP/YSA, and the Los Angeles, came to relate While at UCLA, Cornejo· 
national "Call For Action" repeated violations· being the dest1·uctive role that worked closely : with the 
conference and the actions of perpetrated in . California by SWP/YSA had played in ·East programs division ,of the San 
the SWP locally in its ·. the SWP. "Rt;!ceiving no , Los Angeles. Mr. Abe Tapia, Diego Unified School District 
manjpulation of the "Call For · responses to our letters, calls, past president of ~he statewide in preparing a language 
Action." ' ~.'·: • and inquiries, the San Diego board of MAPA, related how dominance test to determine 

Mr. Baca stated, "Since contigent voted to withdraw they, also, had ·"kicked out t e 
May 7, we were involved with from the national "Call For · uan utiel'l'ez, from 
15 other Chiqmo leaders from Action''. However, we also CASA, Los Angeles stated 
all over the nation in for- voted not to interfere, or how they would not work with 
mulat~ng the concept of a · otherwise play a spoiler role in SWP. CASA will go to San 
National Chicano Conference. · the activities of the national Antonio, to work as a counter 
At the May 7th meeting .. in "Call For Action"," stated M1·. 1 force in ?rder to take the 
Ontario, Ca., we agreed with Baca. . . movement out of the SWP 
Angel Gu.tierrez, that . a "The main reason we are control and give it back 
national "Call For Action" here tonight;" continued Mr. C h · o . e Chicano 
should be sent to all Chicano Baca, "is because, we want to e de rat i 0 n. '• eXecutive 
organizati~ns in the U.S. On make it loud and clear that director, Jessie · Ramirez,' 
1\fuy 20th, the call was sent. • Chican~s are gojng to leaci stated that . the Federation will 

"At the Ontario meeting it : their communities . and not not allow anyone impo~ing any 
had been agreed that each outsiders. Wh&t did all past. ideology . upon iL The 
.state' would; ll organize. thei1 Chicanos fight for,"' asked Mr. Feder~tion. -conde111ned the 
own s~~wide group to deal · Baca, "if ·not to have the right SWP- for its . divisive 'tactics, 
with the "Call For· Action" 2) . of self-determinatiq,n?" · . and . stated .that ·, t h tJ 
holp their own .statew'ide ': "We · didn't want to-say ·- organization , (the Federatio~) . 
conference, in order to be able anything against the national · believes that the SWP doesn't 
to determine what their major --~ .. "Call Fo_r . Action",_ because, a ~ave the ·· Chi~ano p~o~les~ · 
issues of concern ·were 3) form · lot of stncere Chtcanos · were · mtersest as 1ts prtnctpal 
a delegation what wo~ld go tc involved. We have to decide concerf1. . ,- · 
San Antonio, and ·in a collec: what's right for ourselves .. All .. , . · . Can't Pg. 4 
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dominance. 
Cornejo has been askep by 

the California Department of 
Education to coordinate the 
efforts o[ preparing teachers 
for .the langu~ge census, • 
scheduled . to take place in ·· 
October. He also serves the' 

. U,S. Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare as a 

. consultant to the ·National 
Institute for Education, a · 
funding agency for educational 
research. The alJt.hor of several 
books and _publications, 
Cornejo is currently preparing 
his latest b~k for publication, 
Bilingual Reaqing: Methods, 
Technique and Research. 

He holds a doctor of · 
philosophy degree from the 
University of Texas at Austin, · . 
and a master's degree from 
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mrer's desire for a bargain 

advertise ·:sales". 
ltimes these tak"e the form 

uun c;mcano, LUpe 
Serpiente, who . becomes the 
vehicle for a contract for the 

. --."': e sales, liquidation sales 
· Con't Fm. Pg. l~. ·oing out of business sales. 

1 such advertising is .CHIC AN 0 S EXPEL 
otive. The · false ad-
ing of a sale when it js The Black community 

.gitimate is a violation '-of represented by NIA and the 
. new Afro-Anlerican Movement rniaJaw. _ ed 

ceptive sales contest. . re_lat . ~ow they had. dealt 
th P om ..: · ·m . Wlth similar problems w1th the no er r OL10n gi - Bl k c· .1 R" h M often used by white collar - ac IVl 1g f:s ovement. 

nals is the deceptive sales .-How-· they~ forcibly had _to t I · · · th · assum.:! the1r own leadershtp. es · nth ustng IS Every single MECHA ique e dishonest ' organization _ and Chicano essman, through direct studies department, also spoke television or newspaper. out against the SWP/YSA 
rtisi ng • promotes a involvement in their affairs. 
;t in which the victim is : The evening ended with th-e 

believe that the chance Publishment of the Declaration . 
ming a valuable prize is- of San Diego. The chairman 
greater than it actually (Mr. Baca) requested that all 
r example, a direct mail organization leaders-. or in­
. tion informs a consumer · dividuals who supported the 
1e has just won second ouster of the ·SWP/YSA from 
in a "mail sweepstakes" involvement in Chicarno affairs 
entitled him to $90 o~f to sign the statement. The 
ice of a certain sewing statement ':'fill be sent to all 

ine. The pro~otion Ch_ica~·o organi~_tions 
r states that 1f the : nat10nW1de, to the medta, and . 
;ner sends merely $100 to to the· SWP/YSA. Over 5o 
·tain address he will organizations signed - the 
e this sewing machine Declaration. The message is 
I at $190. Actually, the clear. Chicanos will not allow 
tion is simply devised to outsiders io co-opt their 
heap sewing machine"s organizations, their- issues or 
are worth no more than their leaders. They demand 
e price, if that. the right to have a major voice 
n 't be stung. Report to in determining their fu_ture. 
istrict Attorney or the (The full text of the 
ttorney. ' Declaration is· included for 
·t wieighing. _ your infrormation.) 
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ninos 3 a· 6 anos. Todo los .. ~ 
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DECLARATION .OF CHICANO 
SELF-DETERMINATION SAN 

, • · DIEGO COUNTY, CA 
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When it becomes self-evident over SWP of using devisive actions a long period of time that certain designed to· att..empt to discredit and specific individuals, groups, or subvert the local Chicano leadership of organizations· become detrimental to San DiegO County by labeling them the progress and principles of our violent, reactionary, and revisionist. people and to our movement, then it 14) We accuse the SWP of continually becomes not only our responsibility ignoring the request of the Chicano but our duty to publicly confront and Community through the organizations denounce the perpetrators who have to cease in their attempts at committed these acts against the best manipulation and co-optation of issues interest and welfare of our community. which effect our communities. (5) We We the undersigned of this accuse the SWP of acting in 1i declaration which comprise tlie major patronizing, opportunistic manner; Chicano organizations of San Diego and with a colonialist mentality which County hereby declare to our com- presumes that the Chicano Community munities.and our people that: (1) We is -incompetent . and incapable of accuse the Socialist Workers Party determining its' own destiny. !SWP) and the Young Socialist Therefore, let it be known here aild Alliance (YSA) of violating the Chicano now and by all, that we the un­Gomrnunity's sacred principle of wself dersigned condemn the Socialist det..erptination~ by: (a) Disrespecting Workers Party and their affiliate the the politiqtj positions of Chicano Young Socialist Alliance, not for their Community Organizations. (b) Calling philosophy or ideology, which they Chicano individuals and organizations have a right to, but for the un­to a community meeting under lalse principled political . acts which have pretense. (c) Using Chicano individuals been carried out against the San Diego and .organizational names under false County Chicano Community .. We pretense and without their permission. hereby, also declare that because of (2) We accuse the SWP of attempting these act.s we will not work with, to undermine the eonfidence of the support or will we all<lW the SWP or Chicano Community to further their the YSA to participate officially with own aims at the expense of our people our organizations or v.'ith any of our by the above acts. (3) We accuse the activities here in San Diego County. 

.. ~ . -- ,,. .. '7'-;:- ,._ 
• >..: -~-·· 

, . 

-. _. ·- -.. 
., 

I 



~ .. . _ _ 

.. 

• 

.@ 
~ 

. 
. 

thj~ . 
~ 

J, ·- •",,( Z ~'1. • e 

. • - ,.,_ __ .£:r,_ __ , - • 

Soc-4 
tt ~~--l~ Kc~;:74 . \- 1:\J~--~~i -rr)iR{{;· 
H .... ~ u~ I V ·J ~ ~~~~:~..~ 

CALifQpi\.u ~. r·A~n'P'l~\~-~-~~~.J . . , '\J '\1 Hi-·\.\. ~-~..1 u 'q a.& .1 :....i ~_.. ~ .... 

Ofr.ces: 

P.?..E.n flALSW.D for Gov~~or- 0 Vi4.l.[m:Z L':1:J~ f•..;r :..t. G~"-·~rr~(;: 
For further information cont<lct: ~· # 

Jny Ressl~r 234-4630 
~-
' 

FOR IHMEDIATF. RELEASE: 4:00 P~.M.; Se~te:Wcr 24, :19io. --
SOCIALISTS ASSAULTED AT QIICANO CONVE:-lriON 

DEHAND END TO VIOLENOTTACKS ON CIVIL LIBEI\.TIES / 
lfuile atten;>ting to peacefully .distribute lite,rat-:Jre _t::o-.:. 

the FrE-d Halstead for Governor co.rr:pdgn, ttm leaders of tre 

Socialist Harkers Party vTere physically assaGlt'2c; by 

members of tL"e Committee on Ch.i.c.::~w Rig)1i:s at tl·.e Ch i.cw '::> 

The two socialists are Jay R2ssJer, Ch · ·.i._rpersu:l of :::~ 
. . 

J. • _ •• "' ~.... • .•• ~ c.. :. s ....::: -. • ... 

San Diego Socialist Workers Party, and }-brk Frie.drr:m~, a 
L . __ _: 

leader of the San Diego SWP. 

Ressler and Friedman \vere su.:rou:.:ded a haJ. f blc.ck.. .frc-n: 
- /-'_t- !' .. 

the convention site by a group of 1.5 co~wcntion monit:or.s,, 
. ' . 

idcu ti fied :1y red armb.::n:ds, a~ they and ttvo support~rs 

walked to-;.• \rd tlw m<"'Pting h:-.11. T!11• two 
.... ... . 

• '0. .~ ......... ,. .J - .. .... 

.... ,... ..... .. ·.• ... , .. 

-
' .. 

Also the attackers Eorcib ly St'.i.Zt!d nnJ dt•s tr,1yt•l! c:v~· ~ 

$10 worth of literature, incluJi.n~ ..:_t1p:i.•~s of _th•· 1-c:rty'"' 

ne\-lSpapers The Hllitant auu Perspt'<.:ti.va Hu~Hli.1l cdl: 
· ..... - . 

JOO <.:opies of a s tnteJ:".ent fror.1 ti1e Hals tcaJ 

Cam~Jai.gn Cor:~ittee. Yne sti.lterol.'!Llt said, i.n rart, ~}!a~ 
- - - . .i -;-_ ~· 

~n DIC30 Car.!p.."l13n ~1.1q:erson: M&e r.~c(;r.lw . Tr~~:;.:t: A..u;c; .. ;.: tl·.n'-"i.l';. 

_ ........ ,_ A copy ol ow 1~ ,, on lb...·"""'" fht- (f"'Wf..t 1Jco,.,IQIIrl (('WTW'l~''-'01\. '""" ... '~''"""- 0(. • . .. . 

·•. ..... - 1.; 

-·: 

.. ,_ 

- ... 



p~ge 2 "a candidat~ ~.;ho will pled~e full .:llld conl'[)lete iudepeu-

deucE from the D1~moc.rats and ~epublicaus, and who will 

ment which Plects b.'1em." T!u? st.' ... tl?lll?nt pledged t h e 

par:ty's suppart to suci.1. a candiqate. 

Amoug the attackers were Howard Hollmzn, of the 

Committt:'e on Chicano Rights, Carlos Vasquez, . Bobo 

Savage, ~.ike Castro, Jose Go.nez and David Avalos. 

Homents after the assault Hollli'..an told a Chicauo _ 

supporter of the socialist campaigu,"l·IL~xt time 

I 1 11 bust y~1ur heads off." 

AlLong those •..;rho wituessed the unprovoked assault 

'.'las Dan Carson, of the San Diq:;o i.Jnion, who was there 

to ~.rrite a story on the convention. 

In comn:€nting on the attack, Ressler said: "This 

attack is a clear vi.olation of our civil lib-=rties. 

We were attacked. in the process uf exercising our 

constitutional right.'> to distribute.~ our ic!e.J.S on a 

pu!>lic side<.:alk. We iuteod to go ou a flublic ce.::paign 

or,;.3.!t!.:~t!oc..:s ic the! l~or :O:.O'I\!:::..':::.t. 3l.:lc~ .• <tr.d D1c.e;to 
.. 

Cv~..!l:!. t~cs in ~upport. of t~~ ri£,.'1 t o t .:l!lyot:e to 

expres5 their viC'Vs ~o~!thout f~ar . of inticldotion or 

physicRl violenc~." 

·~ Re>s.>t~r noted tbot: "lt !.s ironical tl:ot IJ!l were 

attackl'U !Jy rncmbt•rs o( a confen•uc(' \Jhit:h \o~a..; 

\\~ hope the couferC:LICl' org;1:1iZl.'t'S wlll n•pudiatP tlti.s 

attack hy ;nembers of their coufenmcq staff." 

(more) 



, 
••. J 

Ressler also pledged: "Supporters of the Halstead 

foe Governor Campaign will not be intimi~ated by 

thi:. assault aud 01e will continue to distributl'! 

election campaign materials at all meetings of the 

labor, Black, Chicano and women's movements as well 

as on the campuses and in the comnn.mities. ~e urge 

all ~.;ho believe in civil liberties and freedom of 

speech to go ou record in support of our rig.h.ts." ' 

Uflfl 

·-

··. .. 
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DECL\RATION AGAINST VI OLENCE 

(In li&h t of intimidation, threats and 
finally of a physical assault on ~~wbers of 
th~ Socialist Workers Party, you ar~ asked 
to add your na~ to this declaration.) 

~1ombers of the Socialist Workers Party 
were phys ically assaulted on Septembe r 24 
'by members of theJC'ornwitt<.:!~ on Chicano 
Rizhts. The~ UJ...:d>~rs were att-:::1pting to 
p~ac .... fulfy ex..:rcis..! their dd':1oc ra tic ri d• t 
to uistdbut...: C<:lii~Jigll r:L."lterial;; c;u beh ;1 lf 
of th~ party's Gub~P.atorial ca~didatc, Fred 
Hal;> t~ad. 

'.i.he rnec ting was a pu~ llt.: .:>V<'llt callcl1 
by variotis Chicano organizatioud for a show 
of unity to select a candidate for the San 
Di~go City Council. 

The un?rovoked attack on S\JP r:11:~:~1crs, 
\lhich :took place on a _pub lie side~•alk D half 
block froo the meetiug- hall, was a· c:.rlmina­
tioo of a series of threa ts c.nd intimidation 

··directed against merubers of the SWP by 
Qembers of the Committee on Chicano Rights. 

. - ~ 

.. . . ,. 

By adding my/our nar~ (s) to this state­
ment, I/~e ~ke clear our stand in favor 
of the siople, de!iJOcra·;:ic righ-:: to express 
a point of view \Jithout fear of physica l 
reprisals from anyone, including froo those 

with whom one meht dis ag ree: •. Diff.:!renccs 

aooug those figh!:.ing fo r social justice 
canno t be resolved by acts of violenc0. 
Pi1ysic3l violcnc0 anc tl1~ suppr0ssiou of 
'.:he fr~8COr.l. of speech .only op0ns the way 
for the police and the FTII c.ncl ell the 
eneulies of minorities ~0 tear us apart. r= 
will do no ·dling to resolve legil:ir.~ate 
differences of opinion. 

Sien::~'!:ure ________________ _ 
i.hme (print) _______________ _ 
Acdress 

---------~------~~------City State Zip --- ------- ----- -----Phone _________________________________ _ 

Organization (for identification only) 

,j' 
/ . . 
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FACT SHEET ON HARASS~:.ENT Of SOCIALISTS 

Ou Septe mbe r 24, ~978 sevc>rr-1 members of the 
Socialist \Jorke rs Party Car.1paign Con::1ittee 

where ph y. ically attack e d ''hile distributing 
c~l.lpaign mat e rial at the Chic2no Convention. 
Tiley ,.,.~re attacked by neobc>rs of ller.:1an Baca' s 

Cor.u.ni ttee on Chicano Rir;h ts vihile they were 

distributin~ Halstead of Goven10r campaign 
literature in front of . the Carpen.ters Union 
Hall wqere the Chicano Convention was being 

held. 

The two socialists attacked were Jay Ressler, 

ch~irperson of the San Dieco Socialis~ 
1.-!ork~rs Party, and !!ark Friedr:1an a leader of 

thld S\~P. 

Ressler and Fried~an "'were surrouuded a half 
block from the convention site by a group of 

15 conv~ntio~ monitors, identified by red 

ariilhands, as they and bw supporters walked 
tm.,rard the meetin:; hall. The t\.ro were shoved 

2.ud kicked. fried man was pushed to the ground 
and kicked again. The attackers al.so seized 

and destroyed over $10 \vorth of literature, 

. including COP,ies of the party's neH!Jpapers . ... 
the ~·l ilitan t and Pe rspectiva Hundial, and 300 
copies of a state1::1en t frow the Halstead for 
Govb n1or Campaign. 

r\ElOll£ the""attackers \..'ere Howard Hollman of 
tile Corr.nitt~~ on Chicauo Rizhts; Carlos 
·v:1squ~z.·a lc.:1d2r of th.:! Co::oittee ou Chicano 

lUt;h ts; and floBo Savaz~. ~fik~ Castro, Jos~ 
Goe>2z. and David ,\!7:\los. !~:::.:nts aft2r the 
r..ssault l!ollCUJn toll! a chic.:I!~O support<.!r of 

· · ~he sod:iliut ca:::;>.o.1eu: "::.:~:t ti~ I' 11 bust 
your ~l<!!lt!s ot!." 

," • ._. t t: ~ ,·:Js o:: tho! ~ ~::..1ul t '.1 ."\s D~m C1rson a 
r,·;"Jcrt.·r for tho! S.Jn D,•iro l'nion, .,.,ho was 

t;t...·rc to ~o~rit~ a. 5tcry on th2 conv2ntion. 

.-
9/24/7'J- Two :tlet.b..:!rs of the Socialist 

\.Jorkers Party attacked by Bemb~rs 
of the CCR at Chicano Conv2ntion. 

5/20/73- Halste a d Campaign supporters 
physi:cally thr2a-ccrlcd by CCR oernb·~rs 
at Malcolm X Jobs March. Ce&.p aign 
rnat2ria.l and TI1<~ ~Ulitant newspaper. 

ripped out of pcoDles hands by CCR 
ner...; ::!r Howard Hollman. · 

3/F.J/73- At a CCR COf"1.:nw1ity n1.2etin~ f.:!atur­

ing tll:'r7.'.<"1n fL~ca and TI2rt Corona, two 
sr,,rp CC\r~paigu sugporters Jay Fisher 
.::nd George Choualou ~·le-re physically 

thrc.:!teucd. The n.:!ls tead for Governor 
supporters were forced to leave the 
area to escape bodily injury. 

3/22/78- f. let:tcr f:-or.1 chc S\~1' w2s sent to 

J. ~aca prote sting the physical 
threats at the 3/19 I;:eeting. The 

let.:e r asked hiLt to tilke a stand in 
opposition ~o viol2ncc in the move­
oent. ~~cc never responded. 

9/22/77- CCR lnunches ncssive red-baiting 
catJ~Jai~u ~[pinsr •liational Chiceno 
Coeferenc-2 which wns supported by the S 
S\-IP. CCR Eter.hers harass meBbers c[ 

m:cHA st susu. ucsn. MESA, and srcc 
who support conference. SDCC Chicano 
BtudiQs DirQctor Menchaca and poEt 

- Alurista receive threatening phone 

calls for t.'1eir suppor:: to conference. 

5/20/77- Sll? cnr.~paigu supporters threztened 
by CCR meG~er Carlos"vasquez at 

11alcolm X Jobs Harch. Attempted to 
prevent distr ib ution of caDpaigc 
~;a ·:.:erial .:,nd Tll-2 Hilitant nc\.rspqer. 
~lnL1b c>rs of i:lte Stude nt Coclitiol! 
t"..r,a!nst ibcisu wer.;: also threatened by 
by ·hsqu..:>z c.nd other CCR l!12r.bers for 
dis triLuting nate rials in support 
of the freedom struggle in Soud1 
1\frica. 
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By Pedro Camejo __ ,;J,,;.- ·_;,·.·_\·. '. : ~.1 · ·; 

· ALBUQUERQUE-Org~nizers · of . 

the national Chicano/Latino confer­
ence have overwhelming!~ rebuffed an 
'attempt to divide their movement; . ; ,. :: 

\ ' 

Twenty-five representatives of local 
and state committees meeti~g h(>re . 

October 2 signed an open leter respond- · 
ing 1? red-baiting articles published by" ; · 

the weekly . .La Prensa San Diego (see·.::: 
b 1 ' ) ', I ~ t ·, ~ !;' ":' 1f. , ,. "\f 1,. ;~;, / .. •' ?- 0 -. :. ,)l I : ;-

e OW • ·t · ' J . ·· ·~ •. ... 4 .... ,;, .. L ' ~ .. ~·· i.· · ··y c~,! ... "i '-

• ' ·, I, : ·.'~ ~ .. ~~ ··~ ~ ~r • .- ~,\·~~~~·,:<:• ":•~!~ ~ :~.; : ~;~· 

MilitanVNetson Blackstock 
\ . 

JOSE ANGEL GUTIERREZ: 'We have to 
be firm in st<~nding up against red-
I , , , ,.. ,,.., ' 

\!\ ·"' S ;} .~[.bW ->l{l SL;• IIUO ·'4l jU ll <~Lf\ : LJ " 1 t-' v ' ····•fJ '-'l\1 ' ' ' • • " !ull · ' ' i t· , " :.J 

-.xo;suu.11 u \{lY>" ;Juoru 'arfl~n.qs JO pu!l\ .. · d!4S.x.JpB<~l JO uo!1sanb a4l paAjOAU! 

' \ ~ • I I \ ' l • 1 

·djdl{ lOJ bUU!Ull [U!llSll(JU! IJUB ljt.!JJ )\l 

W!U S3'l{'ll1 )jOOq <J\{1 JO P.l!4l 1S'Bj au 
<IWUS lfl\{J, 'SU!U.8 UO!f:>U·<IA)lUWllJJB. suq . lB<JlO.l_d JO U<JJU pUO:>aS ,<1\{J,, , 

pmqaq a::J.IOJ lOlOW aq1 uaaq suq '1uat~ ' . ;. · ·· ' · . · • · ·uon · 

-aAow Sl4.S!-J I!"!o <~41 .(q dn p<~)(:>uq ·. -s'Jq <Jl!'l{M·Am u An'l?uop!Pllll · ua;;~q · . 

'sJa JOM g?J;:mJfl_JO <>I.3.:;!nJ}~.~P..:.....,.. ~~U~2.f.~ll £<1IlJ~~ !._'11 _ _:.' ; 'a:>~.I J~·!_J!l 
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r 
Zavala Cou~ty, Texas, ~Ju.dge ' Jo~e· and what is our struggle going to be ' .• · --\;.';~ ·,., ;-

Angel Gutierrez presented the Jetter to · like, if we suffer with that kind· of · <' \ .' ~:·} 

the meeting, which was chaired by ~ labe!?" .; ~::_. ..;. ~. -~ · · ,,,. · ~· · ... : 

New Mexico Raza Unida leader .Juan . ~---· Lucia Robledo of San Diego City , ~ ~ . .,;, 

Jo "-: · •' · ··· .. ·· · ' - --" College MEChA was shocked by the :,.:. r-r'· 

for nonexclusion suggestion to •exclude the socialists .. ~ .~.! . , 

asn't unanimous, however. Two re-· "The socialists in San Diego have done ·~;. 

resentatives of, Loa Angeles . CASA more than ·anyol'\e to 'build the C'Jnfcr: ·· ~·. :. 

up ported . the . idea· _ of . excluding · ence. -· ... We should welcome everyone ·{f 

members .·· of' th'e Socialist W 6rkers whO ·· is ·willing to help support the ,\f._. 

Party from_,..the conference;··~n ::."··r.· :·,,.•/ · .conference." · ·. ; ... !',-_, . ... _ .::-.' :: -'·~.- · f ..!. !;·}; ,,<<l ,. 

! "It is 'not red ·baiting;': insisted CA7. · Manuel Archuleta of the New Mexico;;} · 

SA's Antonio Rodriguez. Why1 Be- Raza Unida i'arty also spoke in sup: ... , 

cause "some_ <:JJ those:. con1paneros in port of . the Gutierrez statement. 'T ~ ;' 

San Diego1
. bei'iev~ ·: --irt'"··communism think. we should open this movement!(~ . 

themselves.' :(;'. Herman Baca may bo . up to anyone who wants to build the ·-/' , , ..... ... ,..,.,., _,. 

an anticommunist, if you want to· call movemen_t," he said;·::·, · ':.-: ~ - · · · ~ - .;. '- :~,.. ~-tJi ... 
him that. •... •:" Baca, a prominent Urging all participants to sign the ,,·~ ·.;~; 

fig:.Ire in San Diego's Chicano move_; open letter, Gutierrez said that "in this ·_ ._ :~ 

ment, has le<l the red-baiting of th particular activity" · the · socialists:·~·.'···· 

conference: .. ~ ; ~ ·- : : ..... · . '·. ._. .. . · "have done ·a tremendous job in prom· ·' t." ,. ·~)!·~'l~~·~~:¥.t, 

Esteban Flores of the Texas Forma oting this conference. -. · , . ·•· ' . .t' · · ~ ::! ·· 

Committee in Austin was ihe only' on < ' __ "And I have yet to feel u~comforta~ •: · 

tv voice agreement with CASA. "Th ble, or insecure·; br threatened by the · 

best goal would be to exclude th presence of the SWP :. :· .or of LULAC:> 

" · ~ , . . ... ;.. , [League of United Latin-American Ci~·:.' 

Almost aU those taking the floor tizens], MALDEF [Mexican American · · 

spoke in support of Gutierrez's state- Legal Defense and Education Fund], or 

ment that "we have to be firm in · the clergy . . . or the Communist 

standing up against red-baiting.': ' ';· . ·. . Party, or the fact that you have Blacks 

GutietTez explained, "Can you im- coming to this conference, or that .. 

agine if ihe Washington Post, or the Eugene McCarthy wants to join in." · · · 

New York Times, or the Denver or : Gutierrez concluded, "What we are 

Albuquerque papers, or any newspaper trying to do is protect our community, . 

controlled by the system uses the same and that transcends any obligations 1 

language, quoting a Chicano organiza- we have, or any other loyalty we may 

tion, or fifty others from San Diego, think important." 

saying this immigration movement is Ernesto Pena of the New Mexico GI 

nothing but a communiRt front? Forum summarized the sentiment of 
mr ... :f n f fhno..:p prr~p nf wlwn hr ur~ rcl 

M•litanVArnold Wei5sberg 

MANUEL ARCHULETA: 'We · should 
open this movement up to anyone who 
wants to build this movement.' -

evecyone to "c~ncentrate on the undoc· 
umented worker.'-' · 

He ·ended by saying, "It's about time 
we wake up. There are some or~eaniza· 
tiona that later, you will see them 
jumping on the bandwagon · because 
they see · what we are dning is really 

.. 

I · 

,' 
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