
Dr . Paul fi. EurAho~der 
O:itorn Bot.anic&.l L .. bora.tory 
Yale Oni versi ty 
New Haven, Conn8ctlcut 

Dear Dr. Burkhol·i er; 

1155 .Su~ t 57t.h Street 
Chic~5o 37, IllinJ i~ 

D c arn!J L' lZ., l · 50 

Some time a 6 o \"\hen .fOU visited our l11bore tory you .. ere ::;o .<ind o. to 

express an intere::.t in 1:he:.. t we vterf:' aoin5 • inclose .... you :1ill f · n...t Ltc m nu-

script of a i)aper which will c.p · et•r in th r.:· December iSE UP. i tl .e i' r oc e edi nz s 

of the Nationc.l .Acodetly of tlci r~nce. I t describes a nel'Y r .. t•thod for tu:l.ying 

bact:.eriLl :J0 1 ulations and ~ives information on the muto.ticns oi bacteria. 

At present. we Rre ezlc.,aged in tryi11~ t o di scover if then~ is c.ny r<2l1:1tionship 

beb.een chemical f:tructure of Ittuta tion causin,; e.:g-::mts an~ t.heir 1,bili ty to 

cause muta tion" in bacteria. 

I expect to b e in UH? East soon a l t e r the first of J ml<~ ry , un ·:... U.:JCn 

lool.{iDe; U.rou,):. t he encloe.ed llib DU "' cr1pts you E-houl.. .. t hink Lt~ t t!ic ;mbJ oct 

materio.l mi.;ht be oi inter~ ::.t to your s tuder.t::., I cou.Ld l,r , .. .o~)t1'-l.Y arTl..n""e to 

give e seminar to your 6roup. 

With best wishes--

Sincer-ely yours, 

Leo Szil£-Jrd 

wv 



May 22, 1961 

President John F. Kennedy 
The Wh1te House 
Washington 2$, De C. 

Dear Mr8 President& 

Your strong peraonal appeal, a fev days ago, to those or 
us present a.t the spring meetings of the National Aead• 
emy of Sctencea, evoked a war feeling of loyalty to our 
President and atirred our th.ougbts in the direction of 
aeoking wara ot being helpful to our government. The 
disturbing trend of world events makes us all realize bow 
necessary it 1a for the people of the United States of 
America a.nd their friend! to ftnd aolut1ons to fundament 1 
problema that seriously threaten the welfare ot' nations, 
and, indeed, the survival of man as a speoiese At this 
moment, Leo Szilard, grand and humanitarian fellov solen• 
t!et, is endeavoring to prepare an 1n£ormal oonsenaua ot 
the opinions of members of the Academy aa regards certain 
world 1eauea, the grav1t1 of which is unparalleled in the 
history or our nation. 

Over r$cent years .tt haa been '1!rf opportuntty, as a se1en
t1f1c advisor to Ar.my Chemical Center, to learn much about 
top secret claaa1eal methods of using military force for 
our defense against attack by potential enemies. At this 
time I am taking the liberty of writing to you concerning 
some principles that extend beyond traditional waya of 
defending the United States, and which may ultimately be
eome more powerful and more respected than the conventional 
modern ethods or warfare. 

My thoughts, for whatever they may be worth. are the fol
lowingt 

1. The conquest for power ov r free men by exponent• or 
an alien 1deolOSJ !a ahovn 1n Africa, Laos, and Cuba, 
apreading llke an 1na1d1ous disease worldwide, and aaeking 
to undermine international law ~nd order, and deatroy the 
dscent rospect of c1v111zed men for each other. 
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2. This great strugglo for mastery over the minds and 
bod1&8 of men cannot be restrained only through opposition 
br superior force, beoause this appl"oaeb. fails to convert 
world opinion, and leads to economic suieide an-d the chance 
for complete annihilation ot human kind • 

.3 . It is absolutely necessary now that tbe · n .. s .. A. atrive 
to maintain before the ntire. world a true hnage of great 
oourage and strength, ready, when required in dire smergency, 
to fight in its own defe1se, against aggression, and in 
support or international law and order. 

~.. The U .. 3. A. must also steadfastly ma.intain, in its 
national conscience and before the eyes of all peoploa » 
moral integrity snd determination to abide by the legal start• 
dards as set forth 1n the charter of tho United Nations. to 
which our country b.as agreed and expects all other member 
nation to support in goOd faitn. 

5. Beyond the nead for maintenance of adequate milltarr 
strength and development of great technolog1eal }>ower in the 
immediate future, a still greator neeesn1ty is <!>Iwisloned 
fop tho increase of worldvido general education and leg1t1· 
mate propaganda for an ideology t~~-at. under Gqd, has advanced 
the eause of freedoro, placed m_ankind on a high leve-l of 
dignity. end made our country great among the nations ot the 
earth. 

6. I respectfully urge that a. new ag&ncy of th• federal 
government be orsatod to otigan.ize on a vast, unpreo dented 
seale, dynamic worldwide programs in all languages for educa
tion and persua ion of the maa$es of mankind to join with 
the Unit~d States or Amer1oa in working toward the attain
ment of everlasting peace, tha evolution or adequate aysteme 
of government, tho development of high standards of living, 
and ultimately providing opportuniti(ta for cultivation or 
the J~J.ind and ap1r1t or all peopleu. 

1. It 1a believed. that in the 60's may bo the 1 st chance 
to oruaad~ for the minds of men on a global soale. World 
events now seem to mareh onward independently of our best 
thougbta and intentions. While we rely upon the dub1oua 
prestige ot great military rntght. the enemy w1na the battle 
with psychological weapons and subtle infiltrations. Per· 
hapa ttle n. s .. A. needa a new arm in tho Department of 
Defense tor the expreaa purpoae or fighting cold wa~ with 
the techniqU$1 ot applied psychology. Why do we aet as if 
we are ashamed to propagandize for the principles or demooraoy, 
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and f:reed.om of thought, aet:ton, and r-eligio-,Js belief? I 
resp10otfully urge you to e:mb&Pk upon a vast pr-ogram of organ
i~Uld internatlonal education through which th~ barriers of 
mis\tndGratanding ttnd distrust will ba br-oken down, while 
1nt&lligent youth and ex.perienoe-d leader$ will b~ enco11raged 
constantl;.r to wol'k togetber toward a better wo:rld order. 
based not upon oonfli~t, but t.:tpon cooperation. Future al• 
vation of tne.nkind ~dll rrlore surely be attained by creative 
a.ot i.ona o:f' the ·b.um.an mind and ap1r1 t rather than thrMJ..gh 
brute force that may destroy u.s all -- sGone.r than we think .. 

8. Oul" nation must C:.">nt1nue to 1.mprove its attitudes and 
a~tione towud increasing th& educati·lilmal, social. and eco
n0ltl1e epportun1t1es for all raoes, creed$; and colors or its 
c1t1zena 1n the homeland. ~ if we want to enJoy the x·e~pe~t 
and fl"iendship of unoom.mitttHi and underpr1vile.g<~d peoples in 
foreign lands. Amerieans can st111 learn muoh from the eon~ 
t&.mplati•e ph1l~soph1es and simple ways that have avolv&d 
among d1ff.,r.ent peoplee in strange countries. We .must try 
to unders t and the psychology of poverty,_ if we will bring 
tog&th$r the af'fl11e11t and th• !)OOP in a re,lationship of 
mutual assistance .. 

9.. Eve? since the great d.ay o~ ~etallation at Hiroshima, 
the U~ 0~ A .. has been strtv1ng !'or glQ'ba.l supremacy through 
1n.duced. fear of its stockp!l0 ~.f atom bombs and mad invest-
ment of money with unt:rustwo"rthy leaders of reta.rded nations. 
Ia it already tOQ le.te to recognize tbe ne&d f'or developing 
appropriate police squads to put ou~ brush fir$ wars? What 
has become of 011r foreign intelligence and eff1.eiant diplo• 
n1aey in d,ealtng with tense situations befo:r·e they 'blow up? 
Can we yet dov$lop real leadership :1:n OOl'f.~ttru.nicat 1ng sc ienee 1 

technology 1 and eon.oepts. o'f the. brotherhood ot man to Afri ... 
(Hl.ns, Oubana, and Laotians? Are we. prepared to e·arn b.ol'lestly 
the rtHJpect we cannot foroe and t'riendships money cannot buy 
~n the community of nations? ContemporarJ techniques of 
waging eold wa~ seem too often to produoo advantag~s for the 
Soviet Union; therefore, we must diseover and use new· methods 
&f winning the battle !'or the collective mind of p~H>pl-ea., 

10. I nope that in the June 3 - 4 ftsummit meeting", you will 
eei_ze the opportunity to exercise both courage and patience 
1n pre'l.1m1ntlry- e.xplore.ti.on of llllaya and means f&r rna1ntainb:~g 
peace 1n a disarmed world.. If an;r satis.facto:r1 e.n.sver cAn 
be found for securing peace and freedom of self-determination 
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through the intellectual arts, with proper aas!etanee from 
a well trained Un1.tod Nations po11.oe !'oroe, then it would 
be folly fo:r nations not to disarm, and elimination of the 
bomb thre t ahould follow in the due course of events. 
This would, in turn, release funda for practioallJ unlimited 
education and the advano ment o! human culture everywhere. 

PRBt jra 

Sincerely yours, 

Paul R. Burkholder 
Quaker Ridge Road 
Croton-on-Hudson 

ew York 



T H E BROOKLYN I N S TITUT E OF A R TS AND SCI E NC E S 

KITCHAWAN RESEARCH LABORATORY 
OF THE 

BROOKLYN BOTANIC GARDEN 
R . F . D . No . 1, OSSINING , NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE 1 WILSO N 1·8886 

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
Hotel DuPont Plaza, 

May 22, 1961 

1500 New Hampshire Ave., N. W., 
Washington 6, D. c. 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

KITCHAWAN ROAD , ROUTE 134 

I believe that my views are in essential agree
ment with your recent statements in regard to moral 
integrity and our national support of the United 
Nations. See point 4 in my letter to the President. 
I hope that I have expressed clearly my views that 
global issues must be solved on the grounds of moral 
integrity with the methods of intellectual diplomacy. 

It has been many years since I had the pleasure 
of visiting your laboratory at the University of 
Chicago. 

Best personal wishes to you. 

PRB :m~n 
enc. 

Sincerely, 

(]7~~~ 
Paul R. Burkholder, 
Director of Research 
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