
April 14, 1940 

Dear Wheeler: 

Many thanks for your kind enquiry 

about uranium. I am inclined to feel that 

your taking an active interest in this mat

ter might be rather important, and I should 

very much like to di ·scuss this subject vii th 

you in great detail . Though I expect to 

be in Princeton twice next week these visits 

will be rather hurried , and it will perhaps 

be better if I try to get in touch with you 

towards the end of the week or in the course 

of the following. By then I hope the situ

ation will be somewhat clearer than it is 

ribht now. In the meantime I shall try to 

have the manuscript to which you refer copied, 

for you, as I have sent my last spare copy 

to Placzek. 
i!!i th kind regurds, 



Doer 

Flae~ek tells g th t you h d 

420 'e t 11 h tr et 
Ne York 01ty 

Jun ~4, l•_v 

th t ev n if your forroul si ould not old ilvt>iGtJ. 111 e o 

leal .mrpoaea prc..v1deti ~.hat it a 10 &1bl t g ive t'l u 0.r 

11 1 t tor the dav1 · ticn 1nd t.tlat this ~ p· or 11wil t 1 .n t t · o 
aft 

largo. At r &ont ~ er!"{'.Q.'* of ~bout £ to 10 % could be 

tolur ted in mea uring t.ho .f'raetlon of tb-li neutrons w :.t.c.b 

.r-e en tharm&l energ1 s in a mixtur$ co-ntn:tning ?. li a. to rw per 

If I understood you eorr ctly 1 t r,; ould bo nee,~~· ry t 

a a onocb.JtctJDe t1o neutron sour-ce in your ex ·ori end 

that me a that a r don ... bGrylli1.1.fD ourc would bo ··cv•l s 

for your purp< eee. Tb.1~:r • .hm·.:ever, 1.s only pr. ct e 1 d1f .. 

ficulty, and lt y b~ po a bla to ov-room th . t 

you find t.hat yotar rornml holds ~:th au.ff1 c1ently , od p

P oxirrul.tion 1n such a m1xt r • I \Wderstnnd t t . u . 1~ 

now looking into t.b.1e 1 t r, and I houl ap r ei te our 

lotting ri'la lm any (h nolueion · hieb you y rcoe • eo ld 

hl1en, 3 f :requ1recfl, re .... di acu s the . tt&P from moro exper

!m nt -1 point Of view. 

' 1 kind r ard , 

urs sine 1,, 

(L o Szilard) 
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