
Dear ~rofes sor Lind~mann; 

March 4, 1935 
c/o. E. Liebowitz 
420 ~iverside Drive 
New .York City, N.Y. 

A few days ago I saw Professor Einstein in Princeton. When he heard 

that we planned that I should work in tbe Clarendon. and tbat the financial 

question is not yet settled, he suggested, - before I could mention our 

conversation on tt1is subject .. that the sum whi ch was reserved for him 

by Christ Cnurch mL_sht be used for this purpose. Subsequently I told 

J>rof . Ein s tein of our conversation an d asked him, if it were convenient 
[ 

to h im that be should v;rite to Christ Church, if you and .Prof. 8chrodinger 
r 

come to tbe conclusion that this is the best cours e to take, and that in 
' 

this case you sbould let him know in what way to write to Christ Church. 

I think , this is in perfect order and Prof . Einste in will write you a 

few lines direct. 

I hav e informed the chairman of the Departl(lent at New York University 

of the position in O~fo~d and was relieved to see that be took a very 
. l. 

friendly attitude in the matter. They seem to think that I ought to 

accept their offer and wait until I hear from you that something definite 

has been settled at Oxford. They emphasize that I could leave here at 
1 

twenty-four bours' notice if required. For the moment I refrained from 

discussing this point beyond thanking for this offer. 

I wonder if you could kindly let me know by cable (pight-letter)the 

result of the I.C.I. meeting together with such comment of yours,as you 

think necessary • 

.Bethe has develol)ped a simple theory which can explain the large 

crosB-section of certain elements for the capture of slow neutrons and 

following up this line .a number of stmple experiments present themselves ,. 

I enclose a further page on thiw point. Could you perhaps also pass it on 
together with my kind regards to Colla and Griffiths ? 

Yours.sincerely · 
' 

.t 



Dear Profes~or Linde· nn, 

Strand Palace Hotel , 
•trand, London . c.2. 

_Oth February, 1935. 

Enclosed yoe1 \'11.11 f • nd a f \7 no tao . ich I 

ope ropresont what you had in nind. If you 

nould rather have s .:mthill(:) dll'fOl'"ent.., wo ld 

you perhapa kindly lei me know so thnt I can 

!T!'i te somoth.ing also. 

P. s . The nta.to .ant thnt one neutron c tn b obtained 

for 104 diplona if one uses canal rays of one million 

volt is basad on tho :folloi71i.ng: a.t .l00 ,-0 ·.0 volts one 

obtains one neutron .for about leY diplona . (I ublished 

from tho Cnvendish) . By exterpolatins hia observations 

Oliph nt assumed that one ould obtain ono neutro11 

for lo3 diplonn at one million volt (not nubli>:»hod) . 

I hnve therefore to bo on the s ~e oido ass~~od one 

neutron for 104 diplons ut ono million v lt. 
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TH E C LARENDON LABORATORY, 

UNIVER S ITY MUSEU M. 

OXFORD . 

England. 

June 6th, 1938. 

Dear Szila.rd, 

Just a line, which I hope will catch the 

boat, to thank you~or your letter and cable. 

Unfortunately the cable is not clear. The Board 

of Faculty insist on these conditions, and it is 

no use trying to vary them. All that I can now 

do is to try and cancel the whole thing if you are 

nQt prepared to accept their conditjons. The 

Unive1·sity does not wish to make a lectureship if 

the lecturer is unable to give this number of lectures 

a year·. 

I am sorry you wish to postpone your return, 

but I ~hink on the other hand it will be best to 

spend the six months from October to March here than 

to be away the whole of the winter; so this arrange-

ment is probably the best. Please cable illlmediately 

and definitely whether or not you accept the lecture-

ship. 

With apologies for this hasty note, believe me, 

Yours sincerely, 

7.A.~~~~ 

Dr. Leo Szilard. 

c/o Liebowitz. 

420, Riverside Drive, 

New York. 

P.S. We do not know yet whe.t money will be available. 
The thing is to find out what we can do for different 
sums so the.t we can get the ~ight amount of money for 
the apparatus when required. 



THE CLARENDON lABORATORY, 

UNIVERSITY MUS EU M. 

OXFORD . 

England. 

17th May, 1938. 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

Professor Liqdemann has asked me to let you 

know that the questlDn about your proposed Lecture-

ship came before the last Board of Faculty meeting 

(May 10th), but it has, of course, also to go before 

the General Board. 

The terms of the proposal are as follows, and 

the Professor would be glad if you could let me know 

by cable whether they meet with your approval. 

II 1. It is proposed that Dr. Szilard should 
lecture eight tlmes a term for two terms in the 
year on High Tension Physics and Nuclear Stability. 

2. Dr. Szilard was Privatdozent at Berlin 
University anti is a man of great originality. 
He invented the apparatus for accelerating 
electrons, on which we are working and for which 
a special grant over a per·iod of five years has 
be en n1ade by the Hebdomailal Council. 

3· It is hoped that Dr. Szilard will be able 
to go to America for• several months in the year 
in order· to keep in touch witb developments 
there and so to speak act as liaison officer 
between the two countries. The subject is pro
gressing so rapidly especially in the u.s.A., that 
an enormous amount of effort can be saved if some 
such arrangement is made. As he is receiving no 
salary from the University it would seem that there 
should be no objection to such a scheme of work 
which would be most beneficial to us and might even 
by an advantage to American Laboratories which 
he visits. 

~1938. tl 

Yours sincer•ely, 

Dr. Leo Szilard. 

c/o B~ Liebowitz, Esq. 

420, Rive·side Drive, 

N.Y. 
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Dear Professor Lindemann, 

c/o Liebowitz 
420 Riverside Drive 
New York City 

June 15 , 19 38 

I answered your cable from Rochester, but it 

was too late then for a letter to catch a fast ba.at. I am there

fore making use of the first fast boat to-day to write you 

a more detailed explanation than it is possible to give you by 

wire. 

As I gathere~ from your cable and see even more 

clearly from your letter of: June 6, which I received this morn

ing, the board of faculty has created a fait accompli, and it 

would be awkward trying to vary or to cancel it. The reason why 

I did not wish a rigid fixation of the terms for the present is 

the following. In order to be able to cover my living expenses 

it seems necessary to complement the two hundred pounds per 

year, which I would receive from the I.C.I. by an income from an 

American source. A rigid fixation if the Oxford terms reduces my 

flexibility towards such an American arrangement. Since I have so 

far not made any attempts in this direction , I am natu~lly 

unable to foreseeif my presence in America during the sturuner is a 

sufficient basis for such an arrangement. Since we have no choice 

however, it seems best to try and see whether we can make the 



Dear Professor Lindenann, 

~/c.) .iebowi tz 
420 Riverside Drive 
New York City .. 

.June 15, 1938 

.. 
t 
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I answered you.r cable from Rochester , but it was to 

late then for a letter to catch a fa s t boat . r am therefore mak-

ing use of the first fast boat to-day to "':'Trite you a more detaile 

explanation than it was po~!Jible to give yo a by -wire . 

As I ga t1 ~::rea from your cable a..nd see even more 

clearly fron your l etter o:t: ~Tune 6 _ which J received this 

morning, tl e board of faculty has crec.;.t ed a f ait accompli . I 

realise that it VTould 'be mrkward trying to vary or even cancel 

it . One reason why I wished to avoid for t he present a rigid 

fixation of the terms is the following . In order to be able to 

cover my living expenses, it seems advisable to complement the 

j;. 200 per year , which I would receive from t he I . C. I . by an 

income from. an 1.mericM source . A ri~id fixatio n of t he Oxford 

terms reduces my flexibility with regard t o an American arrang 

ment . Since I have so far made no atteffipts in t h is direction , 

I ~~ naturally unable to foresee , if my presence i n America 

dilring t he su.rrr 1er is a sufficient basis for 

obviously no choice , however , it seems best to try and see 

•rhether we can rn.aJ'e the proposed Oxford arrangement rork and f 



I " > r cird;e very · uch the trouble 1; hi c..._ you have 

taken i r .t1is .l:"l.tt.er, clld Skl : write you more ithin the 

next fe· r ch: ys . 

Yours v~ry sincerely, 

( T " ·~ ri .. eo ZlJ. nr~..., 



,... . . 

THE CLARENDON lABORATORY, 

UNIVERSITY MUSEUM , 

O X FORD . 

England. 

July 30th, 1938 . 

Dear Szilard, 

I thank you f'or your letter of the 22nd J uly. 

Everything is settl~about ypur proposed lectureship• ~ 

with the exception that it has to go bef'ore the 

General Board; but thi~ ie only a formality. The 

matter could have be·en settled straigllt off, but we 

did not hear from you definitely until after the 

last meeting of the Board Qf' lt'a~ul t~. Your name 

has been put down in the Lecture List for Michaelmas 

term, but the tin1e~ of the lecture will have to be 

arranged later·. 

With regard to your application for an un-

- - ·-~ ..! l"empin in Enaland: I enclose 
-~~l 

a copy o~ a letter which I received from the Home 

Office l~st March although I understand that a copy 
./ 

has already been sent to you • 

.t'lease ex cuse this hasty note, and bel i e ve 

/ "' me, 

Yours sincerely, 

7 . /J / . ~de-~~ 

Dr. Leo Szilard. 

c/o B. Liebowitz, Esq. 

~20, Riverside Drive, 

New York. 
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PERSONAL. 74, Gower Street, 
London, W.C.l. 

3rd June, 1935. 

Profes sor Lindemann, 
Clarendon Laborator,y, 
Oxford. 

Dear Professor Lindemann. 

if 
I h opever.r auch~-to see you. O"n ednesdq 

and talk to you about a matter which appears to me to be 

of great seriousness. For SOII.e time back I have suspected 

that the three radio-active periods which Chalmers and I 

found in the ease of indium involved a new type of process 

in which a neutron 

a) either knocks ou. t another neutron from 

indium 113 in a non-capture process, or 

b) liberates a neutron of the mass number 

2 from indium 113 and gets captured in 

the process. 

I have gradually come to the conviction that . 
either a process of the type a) or, alternatively, a process 

of the type b) does occur and is possibly responsible for 

a number of other known radio-aeti ve periods, which I believe 

I can single out. I believe you will share this conviction 

after you have heard my arguments on Wednesdq. 

The question whether a neutron of the mass 

number 2 exists and can be liberated by fast neutrons cannot 

be answered offhand, but it is perhaps fair to s~ that since 

one of the two processes a) or b) certainly ooaurs, we h«Ve 

something like a fifty to fifty cllarloe t h at such" double 

neutrons tt are involved. 



-2-

Professor Lindemann, Oxford. 3.6.35. 

It seems to me that the question whether or 

not the liberation of nuclear energy and the production ot 

radio-active material on a large scale oan be achieved in 

the immediate future, hinges on the question whether or not 

" double neutrons " can be produced. If " double neutrons " 

can be produced, then it is certainly less bold to expect 

this achievement in the immediate :ta.ture than to believe 

the opposite. 

Even if I am grossly exaggerating the chances 

that these processes will work out as I envisage it at present, 

there is still enough left to be deeply concerned about what 

will happen if certain features of the matter become universally 

known. In the circumstances, I believe an attempt, whatever 

small chance of success it mq have, ought to be made to control 

this development as long as possible. 

There are two ways in which this oan be attempted. 

The more important one is secrecy, if necessary, abtained by 

agreement among all those concerned that another form of pub

lication should be used as far as the dangerous 4,ne is concerned, 

which would make experimental results available to all those who 

work in the nuclear field in England, America and perhaps in one 

or two other countries, but otherwise keeping the result quiet, 

until those who are concerned ar satisfied that no " double 

neutron " is involved. 

The other way, the less important one, is to 

take out patents. Early in March last yea.r it seemed advisable 

to envisage the possibility that, contrary to current popular 

opinion, the release of large amounts of energy and the production 

of large amounts of radio-aotive material might be imminent. 

Realising to what extent this hinges on the " double neutron ", 
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Professor Lindeaann, Oxford. 3.6.35. 

I have applied for a patent along these lines, including 

also the production of radio-active material by neatron 

bombardment. This was filed before Fermi started his 

:tundamental experiments and was followed by a number of 

further patent applications along the same lines. Obviously 

it would be misplaced to cons ider patents in this field 

private property and pursue them with a view to OODI!llercial 

exploitation for private purposes. When the time is ripe 

some sui table body will have to be created to ensure their 

proper use. Also one has to avoid applying for patents 

wherever secrecy is endangered or in countries which are 

likely to isuse thea; so fa:£ I have ca:refull.y observed 

this point. 

Though I do not know for the present what 

will be the proper steps in this matter, I am very anxious 

to keep my full freedom of action in everything connected 

with it. 

As far as experiments in this special field 

go, I should like to keep them, as far as possible, in rq 

Olm. hands and not merely act as a n catalyst ". As long 

as Collie, Griffithsaand I work alone in this field at OXford, 

it i not quite easy for me to run these experiments in IV" 

own wq and, without appearing pretentious, publish or not 

publish, according to what I think I should. I hes;i.tate 

also to suggest that the whole Nuclear Department at OXford 

shou.ld work in a field which mq yield very little of purely 

scientific interest, if it turns out that we have to deal 

with a non-capture process after all. 

If I knew that it would be convenient to 

you, I should make an attempt to get a budget of £l,ooo· for 



Professor Lindemann, Oxford. 

next year from private persons in order to be able to 

take on. one or two helpers with.- whom I could work in 

this s:pecial field in the Clarendon Laboratory, while 

I would still, if it ap pears usefUl, work with Collie 

and Griffiths in the general field as envisaged hitherto. 

'Wll&t Whether an attempt to get financial 

assistance will be successful or not, I oannot tell, 

but I feel justified in approaching ~ man of vision in 

this matter. I$4should be very happy if you, too, 

thought that Oxford is in rna.:oy weys well sui ted for this 

ty:pe of work and that, conversely, this type of work o&uld 

greatly accelerate the building up of nuclear physics in 

Oxford. 

There is another purely personal and there-

fore minor ~tter which I have to mention. I saw to-day- in 

•• Nature u a letter t o the editor signed by Collie, Griffiths 

and myself. This is the first thing I knew of the experiments 

having been actually started, not to speak about the conclusions 

which Collie and Griffiths draw. I fully appreciate the 

good intentions which obviously actuated Collie and Griffiths 

and am anxious to avoid hurting their feelings. I am. 
loss what to sey-. I am sorry that I have to speak about · 

this s.t a time when there are so many more important things 

to worry about. 

Yours sine erely, 
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THE CLARENDON LABORATORY, 

UNIVERSITY MUSEUM, 

OXFORD. 

January 31st, 1936. 

Dear Sir Richard, 

I enclose a note on "Anomalies in the .l<'ermi Effect" 

by Dr. Leo Szilard, 'PflO is wor·king in my laboratory, and should 

be glad if it could be published in "Nature " at an early date . 

Yours sincerely , 

,#', ""-~~~ 

The Editor of "Nature". 

Macmillan & Company. 

St. Martin ' s Street, 

·London, 

w.c . 1. 
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Augus 1 th, 19,76. 

Dear Szilard, 

Aa ~ou Know, the 500 oad mss of hadium at present 

in the safe ir1 tlle Olal•(mdon Labo1 .. a. tory a1•e ineur·ed 
' .. 

only as long a a they are used w1 thin tht l~box·atoryo 

You had a copy or the 1•egula tions ae to tnei.t• use, and 

ill; I hope, conform 1ith these. 

I om entrusting you with the ke~s o the room ~nd 

s 1'e on conc.Htion that .,ou will mak sure ttmt the 

tiladium ie t•eturnad and looked u in oon1ol'h1ity with 

the regula tiona, be1'o1.·e 6,1 ou leave at night .. If this 

does not happen you will at once raise the al&rm ana. 

not11y th University Cheat. I trust ou ~olill e 

p~e>areu to accept this resyonsibility • I~ so, will 

.vou be good enough to c-onfir-m you;r: receipt o1' this letter 

anu that you agree with these tel~B. 

Dr. Lfto Szilard. 

Oxford. 

Yours si:nce1•ely, 

. 
• 



Dear Professor Lindemann, 

/ 
a . Keble rd . 

O ... d:·ora. 

Se;pt. . 15 th-37 . 

the ef(iciency of the vroduction 

of vrt . ra lioacti v elements increases rapl.d.J.:y -vd til increasing 

voltage and it ap _enrs that larce xaar. scale production becomes 

quite fensable at voltages of about 5to 10 million volts . 

J3y using a discha.r e tube, worked out a.nd tested by .orasc.a and 

Lan ,e l'tll. in combina:tion -wit.Jl a high voltage generator devised 

(but ndlt yet built) by .Hre.sch and me such a high voltage plw.t 

woul.ct(inclwling tube)occu1Jy C!. c.pa.ce of 5mx5mx5m and at~ up to 

1000 KW m~y be dis~ipated in one such untt • 

At 10 million volt half of the cathode ray energy is trtns to rmed 

into X-rays, w1ncu pruduce neutrons from Re t.hat can be used 

for the generation of art . radia.active elements . We may for 

in~ tance produce an (!lement, havine: a half life time of one 

ye~r ~~d a Gamma radiation similar to that of radium, and use it 

as c. eubetitute for rudium f0r medical purposes(beam thera.py , a l s o 

substitute for X-ray therapy) . Usine tne A-ray !.dethode kx llmbcamz:x 

1000 to 10000 KWh will be required to proe1~1ce one Aequ . gramm 

and one un1 t vnll lJrodY.ce (working 2• h per day) in 300 days 

?~0 to ?200 Aequ . gramm. Assumine the ~-~··x- ~xk~~~~~oo(A 
the usc 

of ater po er one KWh cats 0 . 5 Oere i . e . ~8 cent 

so that lAequ . gra~ requires 1. ~5 to 12 . 5 worth of poer. 

If one gramm is sup Jlject once a year 

the radiation intenei ty fluctuates betwe m that of uax l gm 

JDIP.JDUUUGtXildudix and l . 6gm of radium . 

lgm of' radium co8ss at present more than 20000 and thoue..h 

it- cannot t;e rented a rea .. onable rent would l>e 1000 per yealt 

this oueht to be compared with the v lue of · 1. 25 :c.RJqlX 

or 12 . 5 • If the !llant has to be paid off i.!'1 tPn years 

the cost of the art . radium is about the double pf the power 

value assumed . One may asswne tnat if the 1Jrice of Ra is ~ar 



and the Art . Radium is sold for one tenth o' tbe present 

price some ~5000 gm could be taken up for medical purpos es 

re:presenting o. Vttlu.e of 5 000 000 and nruballly e,.ui t negli

gible ex.venditure on pow.er price . Tnis of course is not 

a very great object from the purely commercial point of 

vie-.. from which other applications might seem much more 

a ttractiv . 

The x-ray methode has certain technical advantage~ aa 
e. g. 

the heat is not pl~oduced in the tube but outside the ttlbe , 

etr, . : but if no cheap power is a.va.i 

2.r.ble the u.se of the D Be reaction is perhaps referable . 

~ About fifty tim.cs less pov1er is required 

bl t the enere.y hinh can be dissipated in one unl.t is al o 

decreased the rduchtion in price is thernfore much less than 

fifty . Othcl·wise the ~rune type; of tube and high vol te.ge gene

rttor can be used, r~d the p0utrons roduced are utilised in 

the Gertle "~J;~~Y iu tl c cat:.c o.f both methods. 

l hope <.ha.t.. ti is information micht ue of intE:re~.:.t to 

you. 

Yours sincerely 

( I.eo c,zilard ) 

------~~------~------------·--------~~---------------------------------



/ 

/ 

/ 1~ 
( ',\ 

\ 

I 

i 

November 11 , 19~8 

Dear Professor Lindei;la.nn , 

I hoped to write to you a detai led 

letter and sehd it by the fast boat which is 

leaving to .. morrow • Unfortmrately I have been 

called away and could nat finish it . I am leaving 

for Princeton now and wilJ. write you fro m there . 

' , , 
I•J' 

Please excuse this long delay . 

With kind regards , 

Yours very sincerely . 

:\ .. 
,. 

\ 

)"-.... 

/ 

_/ 



D&a.r Pro:f'es.sor Lindemann: 

c/o Liebowitz 
420 Riverside DriTe 
New York City 

November llth, 1938 

Enclosed please find manuscript~ of two papers which . ~ , 

are supposed to appear in the same issue of the Physical Re~~. 

I hope they aettle definitely tbe problem of indium whioh 

worried us so much. 

Yours sincerely, 

{Leo Szilal'd) 



-.. 

0 
Professor ~l .A. Lindeman 
Christ Church 
Oxford , ::nglo.nd 

Dear Professor Lindeman: 

c/o Liebowitz 
420 Riverside Drive 
lTew York Cit:y 

~anuary 13th, 1939 

Three months have now passed ::;i:ace, e.cting on an impulse, I 

cabled you that I a...-:'1 postponin _. y sailing for au indefinite period 

on account 6f' tho interna.tiona l ~ i tuation 9 and that I should be 

grateful if my further absence coul~ be considered us leave with-

out pay. I sent you this ce.ble after Czechoslovakia was forced to 

accept th e 13erchtcst;aden dcma.ncs, and it mv.st have reached you at 

a ' ouent when many :people believed that there wao an iiDilled.iate 

danger of general w<:~.r . You may have therefore thou ht that this as-

sumed danger prompted me to postporLe my 1:3aili 1g, a.nd you may then 

have wondered why I did not return to Oxford after t he :.unieh agree-

ment, that is if you gave any thou ~ht to my continued absence at 

a time when urgent political and defense questions must have been 

claiming most of your thoughts. 

It seems to me that the Munich agreement created, or at the 

very least demonstrated, a state of internationa-l relations which 

now threatens 3urope and in the long run will threaten the whole 

civilized world . This cannot fail to claim the attention of all 

of us, and, if the situation ia to ue · proved, the a ctive co-

operation of many of us . I e reatly envy those of my colleagues 

at Oxforcl !!ho in these circumstances nrc able to give their full 
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attention to the work which l1as been carried on at the Clarendon 

Laboratory and who are able to do so without offending their sense 

of' propor~_iorJ To my great 
r £ "'!: 

~ follo,;their example. 

(?~ 
~/~ ru1 apparently quite incapable 

Since my collaboration in the work, for vlhich you were good 

enou0h to rin the support of I !pcrial (!hemical Industries, would 

be of little value unless ItgaYB the '>';ork rny full attention, it 

seems best in the circu~mtanceo that I ohould not embark upon it. 

1'his being so, I d.o not feel tho.t I am entitled to keep any paynJents 

"i'Thich I .:a1>erial Chemical Ind'..lstrics li :J.y have ma,U.e t,) rae nnder the 

new .. grae:nent~ i.e. after Jannu.ry 1st o last year. I should be 

gro:teful if you could. p_,rhaps cot'lDUn.lcate on this su.bj ect Ti th Dr . 

Slade o.ad tell hil. how very ~hank ul I am for the help I hacl froru 

Imperial Cha;: ical Indus triea in the · ;:-,st, a.,jJd how very much I re-

gret that the dcteriorati.:>n of tha international situation which 

occurad while I wa.J abroad, makes it irr:;ossi;:;lc ~o;. me to collabor-

ate in the work which :Jr. Slade kindly conscntc~d to support . If 

Dr . Slade wishes ne to refund pa~cnts made to llie ~fter Jru1uary 

1st of last year, I oh~ll be very glad to~o. In this case Dr . 

Slade will ho.ve to let rue know the amount which actually has been 

paid to my account , and also to what account and under what head

ing he wishes me to transfer this amount. 

It seems to me that those who wish to continue to dedicate 

their work to the advance~ent of science would be well advised to 

move to America where they may hape for another ten or 15 years 

of undisturbed work. I myself find it very difficult, though, to 

elect such "individual salvation", and I may therefore return to 
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Engl:t.nd if I co.n see my w1ay o'f being of use, not only in ocience, 

but also in connection with the general si~uation. It is hardly 

ncce sary to state that , if I shall be "ln Enzland and if you ,·rant 

me to do so, I shall be most happy aeain to cooperate ri th those 

who wor ~ in the Clarendon ::l.;aboratory. It 1ay be best, however, 

that I should not 1·eceive :financial support from the Lc-.l jora.tory, 

as ouch finuncio.l support is buunc: to be linkcdl 171 th fix~d oblig-

ations which I .ould. rather aYoid. 

ror the tim~ b c i!l0 , I do not yet sec ray ¥.vay of being of usc 

in ::::;:;. Gland iu con.1ectioA1 ~ith. the ~e:lCral c~ it i...!ation, though I see 

certain potG.ltial possil>litieo in t l is ·esp::.ct. In view of these 

I am at preso t not lo«Jking fOI' a "job" ~u t.hic 3ide of +he Atlan-

tic. Perhaps I shall have an 01'Jportunity to talk to you a out all 

thio if I s~'lall visit -~la~'ld in a :n ~) t too 'ist~nt ftture. 

1Iatur<:tlly I reg_ et t!:lat it will not be pos i'iJle .·or me to 

collaborate in building up a rmaratus for the now JlarE.mdon Labor-

a tory. I trust that the spii it of infla.tion,wl1.ich .t ust necessarily 

accompm1y ru~ armanent race such as io on at pr;sent, will at least 

lllake it poss .ible for you to obtain the fundo necessary for carry-

ing on research in the new laboratory. 

Please excuse the three months' delay of this letter. Immedi

ately after the 1unich agreement it did not seem possible for me 

to have a sufficiently balance(view, and I ha.d to a llow some time 

to elapse before I was able to write without bitterness of this 

-event . 

With kind regards to all, I am, 

yours very sincerely, 

(Leo Szilar.d) 



September 11, 1944 

Brigadier General Lindemann 
Brftish Embassy 
Washington, D. c. 

De~r General Lindemann: 

About three weeks ago I talked over the tele
phone to you and accordingly wrote you the following day. 
My letter, which contained an enclosure, was mailed on 
August 25th from Chicago, "registered mail with return 
receipt". Smnce up to now the return receipt has not 
reached me, I am writing to inquire whether my le~ter 
dated August 25th did in fact reach you. 1 

Sorry to bother you with this, but in view of 
the content of the enclosure I feel that I ought to 
have the letter traced by the Post Office in case you 
did not receive it. \ 

Yours sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
LS:s 



BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINGTON 8, D .. C. 

September 12th , 1944 

.:r. Leo 0Zilard, 

1etallurgical Laboratory, 

t . v. :3ox 5207, 

Chicago, 80; 

Illinois. 

Dear zilard, 

Your let-cer Has received here and I 

heard yesterday duly reached its destination. 

I cannot understund your not gettine a 

receipt, as it was signed t~is end. 

Yours sincerely, 

CLL/em. 



I . · N· , (J;f V 
- l ( f L I"" . [ h f ! :, 

-r: -j_ 
I l 

.t') 1- _, 
) 

t"\ 

7 {/I'{~ 
·tl 

i 

E.: \ 

rJ I 

!;:::: 

. v I VG-

-· 
J -



.J CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED ~ 

WESTERN ,/ CHECK ' 
DOMESTIC CABLE 

1207-B . TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
·LETTER RATt 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 
SERIAl DEFERRED . 

UNI ON NIGHT NIGHT )( LETTER ETTER 
... SPECIAL SHIP 

SERVICE RADIOGRAM 

TIME fiLED 

Patrona •hould d eck dUI of ...W:. 
d.-red . cth...,.. lh• ~ will be 

~ tnn:;i~ -:.~:::;.m• ~ A • • • WHITI!!: N~COM!O CARL TON J. C . WILLIEVII:A 
"'\ 

~ .. E.IOCNT CHAI .. MAN OP" THI£ •oAfiiO ,1fltST VICE•P' .. IE810.NT 
Send the followint mU3ag rehg qrecd to 

To · 

Sender'• addre.u 
/or ~erence 

Sentkt'• tJephone 
number 

----------------

----~--~----~-19~· ---

' 



Q.Ass 01' SEJ. VIC!! 

Thla Is • full-rate 
Telegram or Cable. 
pm unleu lu de· 
fen~d charactu I• ln
dlcat"d by a .ultable 
aymbol above or pre
cedina the addre& 

WESTERN 
UNION 

A ••• WHITE 
ltfltESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN 0~ THI( •oARD 

.J. C. WILLEVII:A 
~.-.T VtCIE .. ,.AE81DIENT 

The ftl!Dg time shown In the date line on teleerams and day !etten is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt Ia STAN 
Received at · r 
B298CC 5L VIA RCA 

CD OXFORlJ 20 1 

I\ NLT SZILARD CARE . LIEBOWITZ 
·' 

·.- 426~ ~tV ~R~ t·~~--:DRJ.!_E . ~TE\Y~;R~{\.,. ~~ 
~ ~ F#OM HOME WAS BERYLLIUM BORROWED DO THEY AUTHORISE li 

. LINDEMANN · 

r~~ 

ENGLAND 

j : 
I 

'l'Blll OOKP!NT WILL A.l'PUClATE BUOOE!Pl'tONB J'BOII 1'1'8 PATRONS CONt..~ 1'1'8 ~f3 

CLAss OF SERVICE 

This Is a full-rate 
Tel.,gram or CabJ.,. 
gram unl~ss Its de. 
ferr.,d charact"r Is In· 
dicat~d by a suitable 
symbol above or pre. 
c..ding the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B . WHITE NEWCOMB CARL TON J . C . 
Ff"RESIOENT CHAIR M AN OP' THE BOARD 

..)..__ ____ _ 

NL •Niaht Letttt 

NLT•Cablo Nlaht Lener 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letteno is STANDARD TIME at point of ori&in.' Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destin~_tion 
Received at 
't182CC 9M V,l A RCA ... 

CD OXFORD 1.5 J 

N~T · SZILARD, CARE LIEBOWITZ 

420 RIVERSID:_DR_ NYK &~ 

.. : .,\ 

BERYLLIUM SENT FEBRUARY JRD REGISTERED POST 

LINDEMANN 

1 

l 



LINDEMANN 
CHRIST CHURCH 
OXFORD, ENGLAND 

HAVE ON ACCOUNT OF INTERNATIONAL SITUATION WI'l'H GREAT REGRET POSTPONED 

1IT SAILING FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD STOP WOULD BE VERY GRATEFUL IF 

YOU COULD CONSIDER ABSENCE AS LEAVE WITHOUT PAY STOP WRITING STOP 

PLEASE COMMUNICATE MY SINCERELY FELT GOOD WISHES TO ALL IN THESE DAYS 

OF GRAVE DECISIONS 

SZILARD 



DIRECTOR OF NAVY CONTRACTS 
ADMIRALTY 
LONDON, S.W. 1 

JANUARY 26, 1939 

REFERRING TO CPlO PATENTS 8142/36 KINDLY DISREGARD MY RECENT LETTER 

STOP WRITING 

LEO SZILARD 



NLT SZILARD 
CARE OF LIEBOWITZ 
420 RIVERSIDE DRIVE 
NEW YORK CITY 

FROM WHOM WAS BERYLLIUM BORROWED? DO THEY AUTHORIZE IT LEAVING ENGl.AND? 

LINDEMANN 



. .. . " 

NLT SZILARD 
CARE LIEBOWITZ 
420 RIVERSIDE DRIVE 
NEW YORK CITY 

BERYLLIUM SENT FEBRUARY THIRD REGISTERED POST 

LINDEMANN 
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"1207-A 

./CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED\. CHECK 
DOMESTIC CABLE WESTE RN TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

DAYLETIER DEFERRED ACCT'G INFMN. 

NIGHT NIGHT -

ON MESSAGE LffiER UNI NIGHT SHIP 
LEITER RADIOGRAM TIME FILED 

Patrons should cheek class of service 
desired; otherwise message will be 

transmitted as a full~rate 
R. B . WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J . C. WILLEVER communication. 

PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

Send t~e following me33age, 3ubject to the term3 vn back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

liLT • 19 _ _ 

~----L~~_O_f_n~A~~~¥ ______________________ _ 
Street and No. __ C...._.L""'==-/I-~I?,_,E~4L---!J~tJ'---'--Af!..___--=L'--/f~13-"'-;J-'--'/?--"-fl'---'-~-'-!J-'-/(--Ir'---------

Sender 's address 
/or reference 

Place ________ --'-[} f t_tJ l{,j) _________ ---·--------

rHI}/1/(S 

./)/1 1_-::c'C._- _ =._o ..:.._P _ _L./J_t.J_S~T.'----'---'/ tv:'--'----L..<G:'--' __ 

S2.!L R-R D 

--------

WESTERN UNION GIFT ORDERS ARE APPROPRIATE GIFTS 
FOR ALL ~CCASIONS. 

Sender's telephone 
number 



NLT SZILARD 
CARE LIEBOWITZ 
420 RIVERSIDE DRIVE 
NE\V YORK CITY 



LINDE~~.,.i~ 
CHRIST CHURCH 
OXFORD, ~Gl.AUD 

HAVE ON ACCOU7IT 0"" INTEIWAT!ONAL SI?t:ATIO!J 11TH GREAT REGRET POSTPOtrED 

lff SAILI ~G FOR AN I mEFINITE PERIOD STOP WOULD DE VERY GRATE~UL IF 

YOU COULD CONSIDER ABSE"iCE AS J.EAt.,'E '.'iT~~IOUT PAY STOP iRI'l'J'IG STOP 

PLEASF CO:t'~JtHCA'l'E r.l SI:.lCET\ELY l''ELT GOOD WISHFS TO ALL IJ THESE DAYS 

OF GRAVE DFCISIOlJS 

SZILAHD 



liLT SZILARD 
CARE OF LIEBOWITZ 
420 RIVI~RSIDE DRIVE 
NF1l YORK CITY 

FROM ffHOli WAS BERYLLIUM BORROWF.D? DO THEY ATITHORIZE IT LEAVING El\iGLAND? 

LINDEl~A.NN 
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