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WOODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETIS 

February 12~ 1955 

Prof. Leo Szilard 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinoi8 

Dear Prof . Szilard: 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I h ave 
just written to the New York Time8, in 8Upport 
of your timely letter which was published in 
last Sunday's edition. 

Do you know Chester Bowles, the former Governor 
of Connecticut and our recent Ambassador to India? 
It seems to me that he i8 the kind of high minded, 
free thinking yet practicRlly competent person 
around whom some such effort as you suggest might 
be built. He is, of course, but one of many, but 
the effort has to start somewhere and quickly. 

I would gladly help in any way that I could: what 
is really needed, I suppose, is the vigorous 
support of one of the great philanthropic founda
tions, without their red tape and their time lag. 

FM/m 



MARINE AND "FISHERIES ENGINEERING RESEARCH INSTITUTE, INC .. 
WOODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS 

EXPLOITA'riON OF THE SEA 

It is a st~prising anom~ly that no appreciable parallel to the 
recent technological revolution ha~ extended to the tbre~. quarter~· 
of the surface of the world which is the seall- De3pite the ;now 
genere.lly acceptec1 fs.ct that many land resources a.re not unlimite.d 
and that much food and raw ma.teriRl~ of industry al"'e present in 
the sea, trs.nsportation :!.s the ~ole world wide enterprise which 
both e.ccepts the sea &~ e. natural enviro:nment and emlists science 
and engineering in its service. Here even~ the naval architect and 
the oceanogr apher, independently purs.uing a the&-ry of waves, have 
only just ~~t and rccogni zed their mutual interest • As ·yet, there 
i~ no counterp2.rt to tht; agricultural experiment station and the 
industrial effort and investment which has made modern farming 
possibleo 

But while soclety has been unresponsive to the challenge of ocean 
exploitation, science hes pushed back its sea frontier, and stimu
lated by the demands of the last war~ now stands ready to play· its 
part in th~ technological revolution which must soon come at s~Hlco 
What is needed now is the creation of agencies which can give 
practical expression to the .mounting store of knowledge and "know 
how" accQmulated by science~ 

In recoGnition of this need, this Instit~te was founded in 1951 ae 
a non-profit Massachusetts corporation, and dedicated to the plir" 
pose of initiating a real technology of the sea Qnd of posing the 
socia~ implications of so doingq. LB.u.."lched by e. grant from the 
Friendship Fund Inco of New York City and carried on by means of 
other small grants iind res-earch contracts, this Institute is grad
ually forming into a true me.rine resources research and develop ... 
ment fe.cilityll 

Our concept of Q. mHrine resources and engine<!lring fe.cility is not~ 
we believe, co:::npetitive with any other group or ·programo To our 
best knowledge, the only other like effort is that of the evenly 
more recent Inst:i.tute of Marine Resources at the University of 
California.· In view of the im...•nensi ty of the field, we do not see 
how our respective efforts can b~ other than mutually helpfulll 

We recoe;ni ze th~t our vl'"ork and future depend upon the · vigorous 
prosecution of th~ basic sciences and the progr_ess of oceanography 
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and ·~o r ine bi ology , but i t i s equally clear to u8 that our 
chosen r ol r~ e!": an nctt ve catalyf: t be tween r e sources e.nd aociety 
i s of cempar abl e import ance~> 

The ner.,_h er::~ of our Board of Trustees and Ad vi~ory Council hav~ 
be en cho s~n to a f f ord thi~ Institute a broad baclq;round of ex-per ... 
ienc e i n ecienc o , englneerlng, economics e.nd sociology. Our loca
tion r..s socia tes us with th~ marine scientific cor:rrnunity in Woods 
Hole and s uch organizEtion~ es t he Woods Hole Oce ano ~r~phic Insti
tution , the Marine Biological Laboratory, and t he Fish and Wildlife 
Serviceo The .Ma ss achu~etts In5titute of Technology and the m.any 
wrl versities and scientific school s in the East are within ea~y 
r eachQI 

This Institute h as recently leased more adequate quarters which can 
accomodate the nucleus of a full time steff. These quarter~ also 
make it possible to offer fe.cilities for summer or longer range 
study to i ndi vidu.e.ls or small groups seeking encoura ger.1ent, guid ..... 
s.nce and a ssi~tance in marine re s ources researcha 

We plan to conv~ ~1e &. marine res ources rr.ecti ng in t h e late summer 
of 1955 to look hard at m.?.rine r~sources 5.n terms of hu.rr.an needs, 
and to s~t -c:.p s. constructive research progrnm in which mnny lab
oratori es ~nd other a genc i es can participate~ Subjects for di~~ 
cus s ion will include foo d , pow~r, fresh weter, mineral~~ chemicals, 
climate, waves, na vi gation, trans portation, communications and the 
disposal of daneerous materials. The elem~nts of what will become 
"oc rH:l.n 11 engineerine will also receive much considePation~~ 

Since om• folJnding in 1951, we hav~ be en occupied with certain 
fi sheri e s investi ga t ions and with engine erin3 studies of interest 
to the Navy ,. Contl~acts :'or ~irnile.r shor t term projects sre in 
prospect., 

The speci f ic proj ects wh i ch we have accomplished, and have in pro
ces s end i n prospect are, briefly: 

The Relation of Oceanography and Engineering to an 
Expanding World Fi3hery--a study and report for the 
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution., 

A S\wvey of Potential Fisheries Resource~ with an 
Outline of the Scientific and Engineering Problems 
I nvolv-ed in t h e Expansion of Future Fi5heries Pro,.. 
duction--a s t udy and re port for the Friendship ~llld Inc~ 

/ul invest:t ~B.tion of the possibilities of the mass culti
ve.tion of food fish under controlled conditions--a s t udy 
for the Friendship .. Fu.nc't Inc. still in process;• 
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Report on a Pre-Design Engineering study of the Development 
of Superior• Ships for OceanogrE.phic Research--for th$ Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Instit utlon and the Office of NRval 
Reseaz:ch<~' 

The Oceanographic Research Ves~el--a paper pre~ented at. the 
first International Fishing Boat Conference sponsored by the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United N9.tionso 

Ship mot ion stucies in rele.tion to natural wave~; technical 
anRlys i s and prepa1•a.tion of test lc1.1mch RISK--·a conti:ming 
pro gram in collaboration witl·l the Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution, and New York University for the David Taylor 
:\1odel Basin, Department of the Na V'J • 

Development of j•IIine Hunting Craft--~:t !'ltudy :and report for the 
Edwards Street Laboratory, Yale University, a.nd the Office of 
Naval :L~esearcho 

In addition to preparation for th~ marine resources conference above 
roferred to, we have made, or are about to make, the following pro-. 
pos3ls: 

Survey of New Ene;l:and fishing operatlons with recom:mendetions 
for more effective use of existing vessels -and development of 
superior vesselse~ .... -for the Fish and Wildlife Service, Depart ... 
rnent of the Interior. 

Development of an Atl~~ of Submarine Geography and Climatology
:ln collaboration wlth the .Am~rican Geographical Society and for 
use of those concerne d with marine ecologyo 

Study of the life history of merchant ships to determine the 
causes of their ultimate fat~ 11 --a gtudy for a Government office<> 

We feel that our shprt history and our progress have been such that 
both philanthropy and industry will now wie~ to know of our purposes 
and the qualifications and facilities which we can offer for service. 
To .be so informed, we hope that representatives of both group3 wil~ 
visit us in such a way as to become thoroughly familiar with the work 
of the marine and scientific community in Woods Hole, and to under
~tand its r~lation to society and to individual industries~ 

We n~ed, and will continue to need, the interest and financital support 
of philanthropy snd lndustry through grants a-Yid contractsca This memo
randum is an outline of our purpose~~ and work, an invitation to vi~1 
us and a request for financial sup.port ~t } l __ _ 

[ , -
--~ 

' ~ ' . 
-:--· ·-· ·. ~<:'~'(..._,{.~ \; 

..-Francis Minot, Director 

February ]2, 1955 
F~/m 



Ne'l York Time 
20 West 4Jrd o 9treet 

N'ew York, N. Y. 

'I'o th Editor: 

Febru ry 12, 1955 

h lett r of .rof . Leo Szilard which you publish d 
on Sunday, February 6th. , is the mo t eloqu nt nd 
lucid plea for action to pr vent war that I have 
seen publicly expressed . It should ncourage those 
t~u patriots to who Prof . Szilard refers to bring 
th ir bilities and influence to be r on the form
ulation of a far reaching agr em nt which all nations 
will re pect b cause it will be to their l ting 
advant ge to do so . 

But if we re to attack successfully the incompar bly 
import nt problems which confront us , and .hich 
must solv or pay th cons qu nee ~ it s em to me 
that we mu t cquire a fresh point of view toward 
oth r p opl~ and other ways of lif • Vie mu t ncith r 
claim nor feel any monopoly of ability, isdom or 
virtue and we must be willing to r vise m&ny d eply 
rooted but no longer realistic ttitud s t ard th 
world in which we live . We must ev n gr nt our oppo
nents th same sense of r sponsib111ty and intent 
which Vie claim for ours 

For instanc , should w not sum tnat , disgui ed 
in many .'leys which mak r cognition diffi cult , ther 
are able and high minded men in the Soviet Union who 
long for lasting peace as ardently as w d • nd ho 
might form the count rpart of our group of tru pat• 
riots . One , to our cost , w doubtod th scient1f1o 
abiliti s of the Russians: should ~ now b certe1n 
th t th ir humanit rianism i inf rior to ours ? . 
Again, ho cL~ w exp ct to writ mutu lly cc pt-

ble contr ct h n th contr cting p rtie scare l y 
know ach oth r and speak diff rent 1 nguage in 11 
senses . What could our President anticipate , other 
than .univ rs 1 rep ct and acclaim, if h;abandoned 
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rotocol , age old custom, red t pe etc ., and in v ry imple 
sh1on invited himself to VIoscow to discuss m tter of 

arrumount importance to humanity~ What could he lose exo pt 
p rh ps , the n xt lection? 

T~u t w for ver save a fe"t :f fee s at the possibl xpense of 
millions of lives? Let us at least attack th problems on 
level which is consist nt with its gravity; th fat of our 
ei vili z tion. 

Faith£Ully yours , 

Francis Minot 

FM/m 



Dr. Fra·:cis Minot, Direct.or 

King's Crown Hotel 
h20 West 116th Street 
New York, N. Y. 
Februacy 22 , 1955 

Marino and Fisheries Engineering Heaea.roh Institute, Inc, 
Woods Hole, Massachusetts 

Dear Dr* Minot: 

I wish to thank you for your very kind letter of February 

12th. I read •Tlth interest your letter to the New York Times. I 

do know Chester Bowles, and I think ~hat your suggestion to enlist 

his ooopera.tion is excellent. It is too earl.,v for nw to say if any 

concrete course of action will develop, but I plan to keep you in-

formed as soon as ~~ practical ideas begin to cr;stallize. 

1 am spending most. of lJ.lY ti.me these days in New York, 

where I saay at the King's Crown Hotel, 420 1/fest 116th St reet, 

telephono University 4-2700, anrt if you should visit ~ew York, per-

haps you could call roc up. If I am in town, uut not in when you 

call, perhaps you could leave a messar~e whsre to call you back. 

Ver>; trJ.ly yours, 

Leo Szilard 

LS:hw 
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WOODS H OLE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Prof . Leo Szilar d 
c/o Knig ' ~ Crown Hotel 
420 We~t 116th. Street 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Prof . Szilard: 

March 7, 1955 

It was nice of y ou to an~wer my letter and I ~hould 
indeed enjoy a talk with y ou . I have a feeling of 
great conc ern and urgency on the ~ubject matter of 
your letter t o th Times , a~ you know, and a keen 
de~ire to do my bit toward some reali~tic approach 
to the~e problem~ . 

I am in New York frequently ; in fact I should be 
there now were I not trying to get rid of a ~light 
bout with pne~onia; the only virtue of ~uch enfor 
c ed inactivity is ~orne $Xtra time in which to ~ort 
out one~ thoughts . 

I will most certainly telephone you during my next 
vi~it , which must be in t he very near future; very 
likely next week . Perhaps the enclo~ed outline of 
our efforts in this little organization will be of 
intero~t to you; at least, we are trying to look 
at these problems through the right end of the 
telesc ope . 

I look forward to ~eeing you with pleasure . 

·ours faithfully, 

{I ( 
Franci~ Minot 

FM/m 
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April 7, 19.5.5 

Prof. Leo Szilard 
c/o King's Crown Hotel 
420 Wes t 116th. Street 
N w York, N .. Y. 

Dear Prof. Szilard: 

Robert Cutl r will not be available until the end of 
April, and I am arranging to see him then. 

Chester Bowles h s no time until Jun although he and 
I have a long deferred engagement; he is fininsing a 
book. You already know of his other activitie~ since 
hi~ return from his recent article and letter to the 
Times. As you remarked, I hope he i~ not ~o busy that 
he is unable to do anything . 

I have not discovered anything noteworthy about the 
~leishman Foundation, except that they have not yet 
m de ny extensive grants. 

I ~h;ll be in New York fron Tuesday, April 19th. 
throughout that week, if necessary. I sh 11 be glad 
to meet with you if convenient; I do feel that time 
is becoming more important each day if anything is 
to be done to reverse present trends. 

FM/m 



I 

DIRECTORS OFFICE 

TELEPHONE : O STERVILLE 344 

MARINE AND FISHERIES ENGINEERING RESEARCH INSTITUTE, INC. 
WOODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
\ 
,\ 

Dr . L Szil rd 
Sherat n Park tel 
v, shingt n , D. C. 

Dear r . Szil rd: 

I hav just 
t P.l rida t 
been bl t 

April 29, 1955 

g ne back 
nee; I v not 

to ,, shine;t n . 

I pr st e th~t y u r ad Finlett~r ' ap 
but ncl se t clipping fr th Ti 

I puzzl d , pleas d nd c ncern d all at n ti 
by th ~w etn s and t which s e t b c ing 

ut of Wa hingt n , and th~ 11isunderatanding ab ut 
F r sa p licy a d th Zh 1~ f c rrespondenee . But do 
they hav any well c uceiv d pl an to pr pos if all 
this go d will prov to be sincer ? 

I fe 1 that I can wr it dir ctly t Clar nc~ Franc! , 
and will do e ju t a s n as I can d to in h t 
hi ffi ial c pacity may b o 

F ithfully y ur , 

Fr ncis Ain t 
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r Se tor: 

Y u h v ubtl 
1 t e Ti s n 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Jun 17 , 1955 · 

s b 

s en the en 1 s d ~ 1 
y 19t • 

Fr .~1 1 .Unot 

u during 
i 

t 

p r d 

If y ou do not happen to have seen it, perhaps y u 
would be interested in my letter to the Herald
Tribune which they published on June 16thoj I am 
sorry I do not have an additional copy to send you, 
but New York papers are searce on Cape Cod. 

It is in the same vein as your efforts. 

F. M. 
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WOODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETIS 

Prof. Leo Szilard 
c/o King '~ Crown Hotel 
420 We s t ll6th. Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Prof. Szilard: 

March 28, 1955 

It almo~t goes without ~aying that our talk and your 
propo~al and accompanyine letter copie~ have been con
stantly in my mind. Th e nece~sity of ~omehow breaking 
through our current circle of frustr ation and of evol
ving a fre s h approach ~eem~ to me s o urgent that I 
feel compelled to give you my ea.rly reaction to the 
effort you Rre undertaking and your proposed procedure. 

Practically, it ~eem~ to me po~sible that the nece~~ary 
f~Dd~ may be more difficult to ~ecure-quickly-than the 
qualifieS. men to form your Connni~sion. A "right" man 
might find the required time provided ~uitable compen~a
tion could be provided. It certainly doe ~ not follow 
that the kind of per~on you 3e ek i~ nece~sarily inde
pendent of both time and money. If any combination of ~uc 
condition~ should exist, then "money " mu~t come first 
and 1"men" ~econd in order of effort. 

If money must be sought before men, then in order to 
a ttract money, the kind of men you are ~eeking mu~t be 
described and ~o mu~t the type of thinking which you 
hope to enlist on your Commis~ion. It ~eem3 to me that 
it would be useful to go a little beyond the content~ 
of your memorandum and give some indication of the 
kind of approach to the problem which you feel might 
~ucceed where past effort~ he.ve failed. 

I think that your last paragraph on page 2 mi ght aro~se 
~ome antagonism in view of the present day atmosphere; 
it would seem to me self evident that any scheme which 
advance~ international good will is in the best inter
ests of the United State~. 

I hope to see Bowle~ and Cutler ~hortly, and to learn 
more about the Fleishman Foundation. I wonder if I~. 
Thoma~ J. Watson of the International Bu~ine::s Machines 

m:;e,;:~~~? '/ ~d~c' hL~L~ 
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H n . J r.t • Ke dy 
(1•nr.te '>ffic Building 
.eshineton, n ., .. 

••r S nator: 

I pril "5 , 19.?S 

I ha v reo ntly ad the pr1 vile;:;e f rking in a 
sm ll way with •r . Leo Sz:f.lard on a att r w 1ch 

t e ef par unt import•nce; that is , th 
ov luti n f a fresh appr ach t the f arful inter
nat! nal probl which • f•c t d Y• ou ay h ve 
retd Dr . Szil rd ' inspiring lett r which wa pub
lish d in th ~ew Y rk T1 If n • unday, February 
6th. in hieh h outlin s hi vi ws t ur pre-

nt dan r nd ff r hi sugg ti ns t ward the 
f rmulat1cn f a more effective tt ck on theae 
probl • • 

Dr . ~zilard is se ing and co unic ting with many 
th ughtful po ple nd ha received ny ne uraging 
r p .sea . H& has a ked e t ug~e t • p ple 

ng y fri nds end aequaintanc s h s view and 
o.dvice will be h lpful t hi in his p.r.a.sent effort co. . 

I have t ld Dr o Szilard f the hi~~ reg rd 1 hav 
for y u , and h v suggost d that h arrang to • 
y u whil h 1 in rashington; he is n w taying at 
tl • f!,h•r•t n 'P rk II tel . 

I d hope that u e n w rk out n oting hich I 
am cert in y u will find utually st1 ul ting a d 
gratifying. ls ho~e that ycu ar really well 
r e vered ty n w. 

Faithfully y urs, 

r I Fr no 1.... ~inot 
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WOODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETIS 

Dr. Le Szilard 
King'• Crewn H tel 
420 West ll6th. Street 
New Y rk, New Y rk 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

May 25, 1955 

I ~ scrry t aay that I have had no response fro• 
Robert Cutl r and I d n t feel tkat it i~ wi e to 
push it. But I have a feeling that f r s me reas n 
he d es n t wish tc discuss the • atter, perhaps 
beeauae f his close r lati n8 witn t e President. 

This negative result •• • ade x e cautioum in writing 
Clarence Francia, who is now an advi er t t e Presi
dent with is addreas at the White H use. If •Y 

&uti n is justifiable, it warns •e that I de n t 
have quite tn relati n wita him that y u need t 
broach a subject which can be c nsidered critical f 
t e Administrati n, if any ne ·is se inclined. 

It is terribly unfortunate that George Sl an passed 
away, f r • ny reas na. He w~uld have been juet the 
pers n t under tand nd to intr duce y u t Francis. 

Perhapl! after 
Jtay change • Y 
false move • 

I have read y ur e •ing •emorandua, 
ind, but I de n t want to make any 

I 

Senat r Kennedy has returned t Washington and resuaed 
his duties; I very •ucl h pe that y u will have 8n 
pportunity of seeing ~im. Meanwhile, if I aee hi• n 
ther •attors, I will certainly intr duce the subject. 

urs, 

FM/• 



OCEAN RESOURCES INSTITUTE, INC. 
WOODS H OLE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Prof. Leo Szilard 
c/o The ~uadrangle Club 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Prof. Szilard: 

TELEPHONE: FALMOUTH 261!5 

August 5, 1957 

I have read what little has appeared in the press about the 
recent meeting at Pugwash N .s. and was gratified to see t hat you were 
one of the participants. Also I was reminded of our talks of a year 
or so a go in New York. 

It seems to me that the present c:ti's is continues and grows 
worse perhaps)because our leaders in government hope to solve problems 
of an unparallel nature by means of conventional thought and action. 
It seems to me that the present crisis demands a completely new approach. 

It would be very refreshing to talk with you whenever you might 
be in New York. While I would expect to gain much more than I could 
subscribe, I do have some thoughts which I would like to talk over with 
you. 

I do hope t here may be an opportunity to meet in t he near future 
and that you will let me know. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Yours truly, 

A N O N -PROFIT ORGAN IZATI O N TO G E NERATE AW AREN ESS A N D ACTION IN T H E UTI L IZATION Otr P'OOD •• N ERGY A N D R.AW M ATBRIALS FROM T H E SSA 



August 9, 1957 

>ir , Francis r.a.not 
Director~ Ocea~ Resources Institute. Inc . 
Wooda Hole~ Massachusetts 

Dear Mr . Minot: 

frlany thanks f'or your kind letter of August 5th . I 

am supposed to go t Europe late in Au~~st or early in Sept m
erJ and I do not expect to return before the middle or October. 

'!his will make it some\'lhat d:U•ficult for us to nteet in N .. w Yoxt~..c . 

I shall send 70u some ma~erial~ under separate eo er, 

b1ch will give y-ou 1nfonnat1on about sane o:r rq plans th t 

~zere generated through the Fugwaeh meeting . It will also gJ.ve 

you some information about; the Pugw:a.sh meeting itseli' . 

If you have some thoughts that you thitlk ' re ~rorth . 

ooJill!lU1lioatins1 would it not be \::4 good idea to 11rite them dovm 

in the form of a memorandum? If you do this~ I should approc1-

ate receiving a copy . 
~ith kindest regArds 1 

Leo S~il x-c1 

m 



OCEAN RESOURCES INSTITUTE, INC. 
WOODS HOLE, MASSACHUSETTS 

TELEPHONE: FALMOUTH 2615 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
The Enrico Fermi Institute for Nuclear Studies 
The University of Chica~o 
Chicago 37, Illinios 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

August 21, 1957 

It was good to get your letter of August 9th. If, as reported 
in the press, the purpose of the Puc;wash meeting was to consider the subject 
of survi val, you were concerning yourselves with the topic of paramount 
importance today. 

The New York Times published a letter of mine in May of which 
I enclose a a:opy.-rerh~ps we carmot disarm until >ve have enf orceable 
agreements, but we cannot remain forever in a state i n which we neither 
advance agreements nor c ommence to disarm. 

I have had very little time t o put my thoughts in order sinc e 
receiving your letter but I hope the enclosed memorandum 1-rill help to 
show that a great many people are profoundly disturbed by the present 
crisis and by the evident inability of our administration , and of political 
leaders elsewhere, to cope with it. 

FM:ew 

Do let me hear from you agai n when you return fr~m Europe. 

Yours faithfully, 

Francis Minot 
Director 

A NON-PROP'IT ORGANIZATION TO OENilRAT ! AWARENESS AND ACTION IN THE UTILIZATION OP' F'OOD, ENERGY AND RAW MATERIALS P'ROM THE SBA 
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