


LEGAL AID SOCIETY OF SAN DIEGO, INC. 
SOUTH BAY OFFICE 

3114fIftf#Pff#Pillf 429 Third Avenue 
CHULA VISTA. CA  92010 

TELEPHONE: 427-0491 

August 7, 1979 

TO: 	HONORABLE EDWARD ROYBAL 
UNITED STATES CONGRESS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

a, 
FROM: 	RAFAEL ARREOLA, SUPERVISING ATTORNEY 

RE: 	REQUEST FOR CHANGE OF LOCATION OF HEARINGS 
SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST 10, 1979 

It has been brought to our attention that some 
of our clients as well as several community groups would 
like to request a change of the location of the scheduled 
congressional hearing next Friday, August 10, 1979. 

The reasons for the request include the following: 

1. Wide community interest which may result in 
attendance by several hundred people. 

2. The Customs Conference Room at the border station 
will only hold fifty people. 

3. Many community people have indicated that they 
will feel intimidated or uncomfortable if they must go into an 
area controlled by the Customs Service. They fear that the 
border personnel may find pretexts to keep people from the 
hearings or may make it difficult to get in. Whether this 
occurred or not, many People would stay away out of fear of, 
or distaste for, going into that building. 

4. Our contacts indicate that the witnesses from the 
Customs Service Will feel pressured and intimidated by the Customs 
Service hierarchy if they are made to testify on Customs "territory". 

If you agree to a transfer, we would be happy to make 
all the necessary arrangements. 

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance. 

RA/hjv 



CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc 

August 7, 1979 

Honorable Edward Roybal, Congressman 
United States Congress 
Los Angeles Office 
U.S. Federal Building 
Los•Angeles, California 

Dear Congressman Roybal, 

Our organization and the Chicano community has become concerned 
over the direction taken in the planning of the August 10, 1979, hear-
ing, which will be held in San Ysidro, California. 

The serious concerns have manifested themselves to all that are 
interested in resolving the Immigration problem facing the Chicano 
community because of the serious questions that have arisen due to 
your unilateral decisions on the following points: 

(1) Timing: During the July 24, 1979 meeting with you in 
Washington, D.C., you stated to us that the hearings 
would be held on the first week of Ocotber, 1979. 

Since that time you have decided to move the hearing date 
to August 10, 1979 without any prior notice to any of the organiza-
tions who met with you in Washington D.C. We would like to know the 
reasons why this was done in light of the fact that a week's notice 
places a difficult burden on everyone who is involved in preparing 
for the hearings. (witnessess, testimony and new evidence) 

(2) Location: The location of the hearing is unacceptable to us. 
We had suggested places more acceptable to all during our 
discussion with you . 

Since the hearings are against the U.S. Customs, we cannot under-
stand the logic behind this decision. The U.S. Customs building re-
presents a "fortified fortress" to the community and it is a sad re-
memberence to the witness of a tragic death of two children. Further-
more, the proposed conference room is obviously to small in that it 
can only hold 30-50 persons. 

1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195 
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Congressman Edward Roybal 

(3) Limited Hearings: Again, during our discussion with you, 
we presented evidence of abuses and expressed our posi-
tion for open hearings. 

It is our belief and position that open hearings on the issue 
of all of the documented cases involving beatings, deaths, attitude 
and policy questions would allow a more indepth investigation 
of the seriousness of the immigration problem.,Your decision of ex-
cluding other cases involving victimization and limiting the hear-
ing to the two children's cases will only scratch the surface on 
the issue of rights violations and will not provide the Congress with 
the indepth investigation needed to stop the abuses concerning the 
U.S. Customs Service and the border problem. 

Our meeting of July 24, 1979, was a journey in good faith and 
in sincerity, plus at a great expense in both time and finance to 
the organizations. The trip to Washington, D.C. was to present actual 
facts of human, civil and constitutional rights violations by the 
U.S. Customs Service, I.N.S. and Border Patrol and to ask for Con-
gressional Hearings for the purpose of attempting to cease the above 
mentioned violations. 

In order that the hearing will not become a side show, a farce 
or a white wash, we recommend that the following: 

(1) Reconsider changing the August 10, 1979 date to 
the initial date of October as had been agreed. 

(2) Change the location site from the Customs Building 
to a more suitable and larger building, in order 
that everyone can be accomodated. (community, News-
Media, witness, committee staff etc.) 

We recommend either the San Ysidro Recreation Center 
or the Villa Nueva Recreation Center, located in San Ysidro. 

(3) Have open hearings instead of the limited hearings that 
you are now proposed to have. (two children) 

Since time is of the essence, we would appreciate it very much 
if you can contact us as soon as possible so that we can arrange for 
the changes regarding time location and type of hearing selected. 

THank you very much for your consideration and assistance in 
this very important matter. 

Yours Truly, 

iffoLop, 
Herman Baca, Chairperson 

cc: Alberto Garcia, President 
U.C.M.A.A. 
Rafael Arreola, Legal Aid Society 
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CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS FOR AUGUST 10, 1979 

DATE AND PLACE: 9:00 A.M., 

U.S. CUSTOMS CONFERENCE ROOM 

SAN YSIDRO PORT OF ENTRY 

SAN YSIDRO, CALIFORNIA 92073 

WITNESSES TO TESTIFY: 

ALBERTO R. GARCIA, CHAIRMAN, COMMUNITY BORDER AFFAIRS 

ADVISORY COUNCIL — UNITED CALIFORNIA MEXICAN AMERICAN 

ASSOCIATION. 

HERMAN BACA, CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS. 

RAFAEL ARREOLA, LEGAL AID SOCIETY, ATTORNEY FOR THE FAMILIES 

OF MARIO CANEDO AND MANOLO ALBERTO. 

DEATH OF MARIO CANEDO  

GUADALUPE ASTORGA, AUNT, SHE WAS WITH MARIO WHEN HE DIED. 

JUDY FRANKLIN, U.S. CUSTOMS, PRIMARY INSPECTOR. 

WILLIAM HEYENGA, U.S. CUSTONS, SECONDARY INSPECTOR. 

•••..c"  RAYMOND SEAWALD, U.S. CUSTOMS SUPERVISOR. 

DEATH OF MANOLO ALBERTO  

GUADALUPE ALONZO, FRIEND, SHE BROUGHT BABY INTO U.S. BORDER. 

PHILLIPH RIHERD, U.S. CUSTOMS, PRIMARY INSPECTOR. 

BARBARA CAPOLUNGO, U.S. CUSTOMS, SECONDARY INSPECTOR. 

ELIAS MEDINA, U.S. CUSTOMS SUPERVISOR. 

MANY NAJERA, U.S. CUSTOMS DISTRICT DIRECTOR. 
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