
.. THE BEAUTY SPOT OF SAN OtEGO ON TOP OF THE HIGHEST HILL .. 

TRACT OFFICE: EL CAJON AVE. AND !58TH ST. 

Colonel Ed. Fletcher 
1024 Uinth Street 
S~ Diego, California 

R. F. D. NO, 2 BOX 422 

SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 

July 25, 1929 

My dear Colonel ?letcher: 

RANDOLPH !SOD9 

Fol.lowing our pleasant conversation at luncn yester-
day I nave made an investigation of several angles of the suit under 
discussion and find as :follows: 

On November 17, 1927, my attor11ey , hlr Leland Stanford 
held a conversation with. you in your offiae concerning the suit and 
on that occasion you said you would write to him in a few days con ... 
earning the same. You did ao on tb.e 2lat of November and recourse 
to your files will doubtless disclose the presence of a copy of th.at 
letter. One of the remarks in that letter was that Mr Smith had never 
!laid the Cu:ramaca. Water Company ilS.OOO or nay other sum. 

I am writing to clear up $our mind of the idea. that 
summary aCltion wa.s taken against you DY me witb.out first according 
you the courtesy of any not.ifioa.tion of my intentions. 

Vlith kl.nd personal regards, I remain, 

Very Truly 

A. G. Smith. 
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Anm7arir"t.g ~-\)~~;j of' July 2St.'l YJill sey thnt I rm:;t be 
gro;T.Lng old ~or L l~ no ~ecollectio~ of ever 
discussing the mc.ttf::l .. ·with r.~r· St.::~ford end I nave no 
rccollect.i-3n bo~-r. It. must. h::.. .. , (:> b:::·•m ::r~,r-t t'.!tc1 s:.-;eet. 
The lc.tt.···t· r •)r:.., k- ~o- l.. J,~r.li"' - ....., ~ ,.. "\t .._, .. ...-: w -'- . J. c,""....... • 

u you ~!.ill cor .. e L'O rot. ' nt: =:::rurinc •JU!' 1'0ok.:t '"FOU .:ill 
find ... ht;_ t it, ,,:-is not. a ct ::;h considero tl.on ol.': .. ·-1 S# 000 
to th..: Eau D"lego Fltnne Coml-)e.ny or any ather sum or 
money, but rro.o a <;On:Jolidation of old ··:·ter right 
contr~~cta ~ck of 1~0, I boliove, cmd t.Ju:! t.':l.s,ooo 
repi·r~~.ents tllo Ol·igino.l :ontr&ct.s ~..Q ycar.J n.:;:o. 
In other wards, \·;hi~~ T .. 'u.. connider~tlon t't-.. te~ ~: ~.1 OS~ 1 
ao rnc..da in 1008 or 1'310, ~"to coutract thtt1. you I"lifarred 
to,, i:1 r c:nli ty n-.>t ~ C.oll · r ,-;~s pr.J.d r t ·=.net ti:n~. 

The ~oint that I vmnt Jvu t.o u:lCaret:lna ir; -tl'-~3; Jt!mes 
A. !Uurrey t1Ld Zd FJ..a·~cher novor entc:·ed into t::i . ." contrEctJ 
navel. .. . r ,ecei veci m1y part: .or this ~18, 000; r·n. .. 1 t res only 
thru the authorities of the Stato o£ CnJ.ifornie declaring 
us a public utilicy and ch:mgin& the rc.tes to all cont;umern 
that ~ore ad . sny c.:h.r~e. You lw.vt: never bean rc.~!led w: ter, 
you -.1t:Jni t, and it i~ ~vholly :t c;ua~tion of . rice. 

Son tiego numa Cott)D.Dy1 \IDO got the money, \1cnt in-
solvont. T'.ae atokkholdera lost everJ dolb.r end ~.;e bought 
tho p!'Oparty from the ropre:sont..~tivo of t.'lo bondholders, r.'ho 
took over the property. I !lC:J the l:nnds destroyed ':':13 -elf, 
m.oao of' them. '.rho bond lloldero only t;ot 15¢ on the 
dollar. I nm ·sure your nttomoy 'till cdvise you, i.f' 
there nrc sny· damages to be collected, 1 t i r. £ro1i1 the ono 
who ~t the money. Th,ey nre out or buoi.noss, i!lsolvent, 
and J. Oil sura you nro thro\TinG owny good monoy-· dtGr bad. 

I oppreciate your friendly attitude and t!pologiae tor- rq 
poor r.emor1• 

Purely as n matter or com:)romise, I l'Cne'W my offer to 
pey nny :;;•aosonable sum to r. Lolrmd S ford .for hi 
expensec ---nt, get ~udgmant b.i default, or lr yo\1 a..-e go·--~ 



• 

· • J,... G. Smith -2- l~ ot'llst s, 1929. 

to _)ress the suit, I ask you to ple:~ se live up to your 
o~gation mnde the other dey at the Club to imnediatel3' 
~~opoena ell the· other {Jutics to the s1.1it en,.· bring them 
in rnt..'ler thnn CO!'dii!: :.--~ .· ·::r~ccutinr ttc :U.onc . I em 
iiUro thnt tms not your intention .end I hold I!:"'. Stnnford· 
responsible £or this. 

CC Mr. P. R. Milnes 

l.t;:N C , \ ~ 
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Finane 

244 S. Brand Boulevard. 41endale. California 

August 27, 1929 

Col. Ed Fletcher 
1024 Nineth Street 
San Di.ego, California. 

My dear Colonel Fletcher: 

In compliance with my 
agreement with you that I VJould carefu lly check over 
the decision that you cited for me with my attorney 
as well as go over the e.ntira si tuatio11 equitably 
for all parties concerned. I have spent much time 
in checking everything connected. \':i th the proposition 
and have this to s~ to you . 

The legal decisions that 
you have reference to , seems ve~ clear that the 
coveno.nts made by you and sanctioned by the Railroad 
Corporation {run with the land) even though the City 
has taken over the proposition I feel very certain of 
your responsibility ~ the matter and I shall be 
glad, in justice to you, to see that the other 
defendo.nts named in the complaint are served wi.th 

.. process . 

· Now, Colonel, if you 
will bear with me for a little personal explanation 
I would remind you that when I purchased El Cerrito 
Park Compaey that I \·as sho'i'ln the contr~ct, and also 
was reliably informed that the .wnter rate was about 
one fourth ·Of who.t i~ is now, nnd naturally in the 
nurcha.sa of a tract of l::t.nd of the size of this one • 
there are many kinds of developements necessa~ to 
fully develope the entire holdings, all of which I 
knew at the time, as well ns now. It is truo that in 
the selling of lots to individual purchasers that no 
doubt the city would be able to furnish all the water 
necessary, but I havo found that at the present time 
it vrlll be impossible to sell all of the land in city 
lots • and w.ill therefore be C!ompelled. to develope 
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Fag;e -2-
Colonel Fletcher 

the land in another manner, which of 
~he presant water rate prohibitive . 
whan I nurchased the land to hold it ... 

course would make 
It \'las .my intent ion 
and subdivide it 

as I ·. ·ent along, but under the new appraisement for 
taxes it would be impossible :for me or anyone elsa to 
carry this for any length o1· time, because the taxes 
v;ould soon swallow the v.·hole proposition up . I have , 
therefore, made up my mind to put my holdings, south 
of University, which is about 150 acres , into Avacados, 
and sell for Avacado estates . 

tow the main obstacle that confronts 
me is tho water, for on 100 acres of Avacados you can 
imagine what my vtater bill would amount to at the 
nres ent rates . I have had the land all tested and 
~hacked, and am prepared to go ahead with my developements . 
I ho..ve eng::tged a man to dig me a well on the south 
slope, hopaing and beliaveing that I can secure a. 
flo'!i of water suffici~nt to ta:'{e care of my needs, and 
of course my whole .Avac!l.dO proposition depends 
exclusively on this supply . I have engaged the same 
:nan to, dig the well that dug the Crouch wallt and he is 
conf'i ent that he can nroduca sufrtcient water for my ., 
deve lopement . 

·1o':;, Colonel, I have mada this 
expla.nation to you in order to sho·.v }rou that I have 

o intention of gouging you or anyone else in a law 
s·it, and I therefore make you this proposition , that 
if you will agree to pay for this wall , "llhich under the 
contrac:t will not exceed $:1250.00, I will then dismiss 
t his suit against you and your associates . I will take 
the c hances, myself, on the water supply, so if you 
'11111 ta::e the trouble to c~refully digest the situation 
I believe you will reaiily understand that I am not 
seeking anything that any other man would not expect, 
C..'ld that I am entirely sincere in the matter . 

Assuring you of ~ willingness to 
discuss the s i tua. t ion •·.ri th you a. t aey time, a.nd also 
assurin0 you or my highest personal regards for you 
both in and out of business, I . am 

Yours 

AGS:DD 

AUt,Ust T\it!.Tty :tinth, 
l 9 2 9 

ll- • :"'1 <: • th .~.· . .. .. • u. ....; , ' 
F..F.D. if 't! , Box 422, 
San i~go, GuJ.if. 

! ry r!f"~e!' Mr. Smith: 

I nt!-,e secured ot,e or the 'tl!X rae ors me 1 :·n"' ! 
l!t! getting some most in tcre~lting infc1 -::,a tic:t .,... ~:  rd!ng 
uv.aa . 

I hopu ~ cu UUt.ce a 1:ri t1jer. prot .-t. f/.J "' he ~On!·ri :J~ 
t;,uali r~ ti·:.n atnut) t:iXes tn th.r. t 'r ~1~: :J'OU .fill bi> 

able to file auiti nl:»nG" ·,·. l ·~h :• ... !. nber .J t us i·r·rl 
ge~ the tte.xes k:.&oJkod out c:-. ~ ~ -~ llUL :., c i th~! x· 
ille ,,~1 ~ tv • 

~ - ·• 

Wa a:..·.. z_:.":.tin& c-.. litlle f und ·~eetlt !r ..... o :-.-4 :· 
oxpa:1scu . • ·111 you kind!y send n check ror ~ 
clall nro to help out? 

. - . . . 
., ..... ~ ,....ed ... ...... 

I am. getting compurL tivo dfl ~ on al}. r..,Ttll' t.'"! · c· ::l!!y, 
oeaper: t~ report~ , en t.he fo:f.n,'"ir'e: High "~ ·~t 1:-f~ ,J.:nce, 
.3i.lbdi vision, acr . ·nee, etc. We will tl':;un 1.H.• .t".. lc .. t; 
n elnnce t o see the unfnirne~ s or the dit t .. ~nt 
ve.lun~ions nnd h11Ve them ready ~or j.lrCO in eo-. 1-t 
1, w.r ou. 

Yours v,.r~~ truly 1 

EFtAlt 



~r. A. G. Smith, 
~  South r~nd, 
Glendcl.e 1 Ca.J.i£. 

Dear Mr. Smith: 
• 

Se~tcmbcr Tenth, 
1 9 2 9 

Ann11:·ring your~ of th= tr~enty-sevcuth 

I am taking the matter up ;lith flr!J a ssoci atts und you 

7lill he.:~r from !.le in the near fut ur e i n relation 

thereto. 

Yours truly, 

F: .~.  

. u1-~- ~ 

Mr. Ed Fl~ 
1024 in~ 
San Diego, 

Dear Col. 

[ . ~ ~: j  . 

·~ ( ~ .. . 
... ~ ..-' ,.. 

? "-r .- ,/ 0_ 

.. . . El Cerrito vs • 
_,atCher, etc. 

I think the position which the ist~ict 
takes is qni te right,. regardless of woo t her 
they or tm 01 ty succeeded to your obliga-
tions under the so-called coutrnct. 

I do not see that the:re is anyi:h:tng re-
quired of us just now. \la can sit t igh t o.nd 
if the case evel' comes to t!'ial, do our b ost. 

Vihen it comes to a show-down. I am not 
at all sure tha.t we can force the other defend-
ants into the case, but Smith can do that at 
any time by mald'ng service of summons and com-
plaint on them. 

If' thi.s were an action fer Specific Per-
formance, we would. have a right to file a cross• 
complaing, bringing them in; but where 1 t is a 
suit far money damages, too court can determine 
that you are not liable without having to so 
1nto the ques.tion as to who is. CmlSequ.ently, 
I doubt whether we could mnlm a cross-compln1nt 
stick. · 

Yours very truly-

BGS.AW 



~r. A. G. S.cti th1 
~  South Br· nd, 
Glendale, Calif . 

Dce.r l!r. Seith: 
• 

Se~tembcr Tenth, 
l 9 2 9 

Ann".'l:.ring your5 _of th_ tr~enty-sev~nth 

I urJ tnkine the l:!!ltter up ;ti. th 'l:r-J associatts und you 

1lill he~· r i'roo !.le in the neur fut:1re :.n relu tion 

the.cto. 

Yours truly, 

EF:AK 

...... 

September 
17th 

19. 29 " 

Mr . Ed Fletcher. 
1024 Ninth st., 
San Diego, California • 

DeD.l' Col. Flotcher: Re - El Cerrito vs. 
PietChei', etc. 

I think the position which the District 
taltes is quite I'ight, rego.rdleso of l~ther 
they or tb3 City succeeded to your obliga-
tions under the so-called contract. 

:r do not see that there is anythtng re-
quired of us just now. \7e can sit tight Olld 
if the case ever comes to trial, do our bost. 

rJhen it comes to a show-do\m, I am not 
at all sure that we can force the other defend-
ants into the case, but Smith can do that at 
fl.DY' time by making service of summons and com-
plaint on them. 

It this were an action fer Specific Per-
formance. we would have a right to file a cross-
complaing, bringing them 1n; but where it is a 
suit far money damages, the court can determine 
that you are not liable without having to go 
into the question as to ho is. Consaqu.entl,-, 
I doubt whether we could ma~ a cross-compln1nt 
stick. 

Yo':ll's very truly, 

HGS.A\V 
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•"THE BEAUTY SPOT OF SAN DIEGO ON TOP OF THE HIGHEST HILL .. 

TRACT OFFICE: EL CAJON AVE. AND !58TH 6T. 

Col. Ed. Fletcher 
1020 ~inth Street 

R. F. D. NO. 2 BOX 422 

SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 

October 8, 1929 

San Diego, California 

Dear Col. Fletcher: 

RANDOLPH !SO!UI 

4nsweriilg your letter of October .8th, wherein you 
accept my proposition of settlement of the la\'ISUi t as ·per 
agreement with 1Ir . r . R· Milnes • . 'fish to state tila.t if 
you will have your attorney draw the agreement according tc 
your idea of what you would want and let me know when such 
an agreement is ready, ur. Milnes will call and sign same 
with you. 

Am quite sure that . the matter will not need the attention 
of my attorney or my time so long as it pertains to tne law-
suit. I am wrxious to settle it as soon as possible as I 
do not want to take any further interest in the matter. 

I would be ,pleased to nave the matter closed up soon .. . 
as it is my intent ions, Colonel, that unless I feel much 
better in the very near future to get a~ay from all active 
business for quite some time, until I feel better. 

A4vaiting your ;kindest .-~ adviocs, I ~m, 

~lery 

A. G. SMITH 

~ S:S 

''THE BEAUTY SPOT OF SAN DIEGO ON TOP OF THE HIGHEST HILL" 

TRACT OFFICE: EL CAJON AVE. AND !58Ttt 6T. 

R. F. D, NO. 2 BOX 422 

SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 

Colonel Ed. Fletcber 
San Diego, Califo%01& 

October 8, 1929 

My dear Colonel Fletcber: 

RANDOLPH ~ 1 ~  

Mr P. R. :Milnes is authorized to effect settle-

ment of the pending ~it against you involving water con-

tract on El Berrito Heights, in my bebal~ and any eucb 

settlement agreed to by him will be recognized by me. 

Very TrulY Yours 

A. G. Smith.. 



Octobtr t~onty-s ~ c~ nt11 
1 9 2 9 

Mr. A. G. S:1i th, 
5845 El Cnjon Blvu., 
Son Diceo, Calif. 

Del!r ~r. 5Ia.i tbr 

.a\nsttoring your letter of lctobcr ei::hth giving 
authority to fJr. ldilnes to sottJ.e the 11 tigt tion 
aguinst us end nnsworing Ur. ltilne~ letter or 
October eighteenth in roli·tion thereto irl.11 auy 
thin offer ia. accepted on the understnnding th~t 
1 t is so arranged tlll:. t there ·tdll be no furt.hor 
ll Ul;u tion in re{;ard to this actio:-. and our 
intcre3tn ..,ill be protected by Mr. Sloune, 
J!Jj' at tornoy. 

An1 tice the nttornies cnn cet togothor nnd 
str~ightcn tho aattcr up the conc.1 will be 
nvnllablo. 

Yours vory truly, 

'~ ,' 

~ r , .... n tJ~o ·j1...,1 , ~· r.I7 l "r: r)n~-, . ' ' 'Jl r ·, ,rl ( :f'"J ') ('0) c -1 - -·· • ..... .. ~ .... •• . .v ..... ~ ~ ... w. • tl 't.l . ., *' .L.1 ru ll ~.m.ycont ·:>. 'Jl. ·l .irJiJ 1~1 . . :,~~ . '): : ... :·t ·"i; ~r~r 

# -·:m 

, . / . "' . 

): . c ·~~"~""~', . ·t :~ rv. ... .u a • ••• ;....a. . v .. . ... \.i\1 ., 

nr ·-------------------------------

~ r l') 
J... •• "' . 



Smith, 
C t • o11 Bl v'" , 

Sen ~ir. 

Den r th:: 

·.··elfth, 
... ~ 9 

coyJ of ctte1 t:r.Jm • Lloyd 
nde," u ··to f October 19t 1 tru t, • s 

tory. 

~ ling tl c · ~ .. / :·::-t' .tier. 1 w 
veri.fio b · th co:1nty · ; .. :1c~ o 1'.1 

P1e . a do ,-.ot :ru ·e: ~hi.,. ~nJ..--or.n . li · on ! t: 
! lll .. VO L!r ., lr:OU--toD 
facts 

er a ot of othor · ~ t,-- t ! r 
t r1ill beo~ · .t ·rc.Jt 

J 
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