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Chairman 
HENRY j. CADBURY 

Honorary Chairman 
RuFus M . joNES 

American Friends Service Committee 
T wen ty South T w elfth Street 

Philade lphia 7 * Pennsylvania 

Dr . Leo Szilard 
1155 \est 57th Street 
Cr1icago, Ill. 

Dear Dr . Szilard : 

Telephone, RITTENHOUSE 6 - 9372 

April 23, 1948 

I have been somewhat slow in answering your letter of April 14, 
not because I did not apDreciate it but because we here have 
felt that we ought to discuss the proposal with at least a few 
of the persons in the cate ory from Which we would draw the 
proposed board. 

Executive Secretary 
C LA RENCE E. PICKETT 

I ha·~e talked further with Rwnl a.'ld find him, thus far at least, 
believing that the project ought to be undertaken, but he him
self is not prepared to sponsor it. 

v'Ve are having conversations with Tom Finletter, James vVarburg, 
and W. W, Lancaster, and a few others in that general bracket . 
We do not want this proposal to become second- rate . It will 
be that unless it commands the enthusiasm and willingness of 
very able people . Our movement, which may seem to you slow, 
is because we are taking time for these conversations. I am 
keeping Mr. Gr afton posted and I hope that we may be able to 
take specific steps forward presently. 

T~e advertisement which came out in the Times Wednesday, a copy 
of Which I enclose, has created a great deal of interest . Point 
one, which is a modification of Grafton's proposal, has bro11ght 
forth, I s .1.ould say, the most enthusiasm of any. Thus far we 
have haa well over 500 letters . 

T~is letter is simply to report pro ress and we will keep you 
informed of future steps. 

CEP : fw 
enc . 

Clarence E. Pickett 
E-xecutive Secretary 



. . 



Mr. Clarence E. Pickett 
Executive Secretary 
American Friends Service Committee 
Twenty South Twelfth Street 
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. Pickett: 

1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
December 23, 1949 

Many thanks for your kind letter of November' 
9th. Since I wrote to you I have seen a number of people whom 
I shall list below, indicating briefly their reaction. 

In Chicago I saw Laird Bell, Fowler Mccormick 
and Marshall Field. All of them were sympathetic. Of the three 
perhaps the most active interest was shown by Marshall Field and 
Laird Bell. I could not see whether Fowler McCormick who appeared 
to be very much interested had formed any opinion during the con
versation which I had with him. 

In New York Marshali McDuffie and I saw Lloyd 
Garrison, Chester Barnard and Stringfellow Barr. Lloyd Garrison 
appeared to be very much interested and there were repeated con
versations with him. He raised a number of questions, such as 
whether we shall be able to obtain the State Department's O.K., 
which he thought was necessary in order to get a good Board, and 
whether even though we may pay substantial remuneration to members 
of the Commission we shall be able to get good men to detach them
selves from their present associations for six months of service 
on the commission. Chester Barnard tried to think through the 
proposal from the point of view of whether such an enterprise 
could do any harm, and came to the conclusion that it probably 
could not. As to whether we would do some good, he thought that 
good results could never be predicted in advance. I raised with 
him the question of whether we ought to eliminate from our think
ing the Foundations as a possible source of financing, and he said 
that he does of course not know what attitude the trustees would 
take but thought that a contribution of about $50,000 would be in 
the realm of possibility, assuming that a number of other indivi
duals or organizations would participate in the financing of this 
enterprise. 

Stringfellow Barr was very much interested in 
various aspects of the proposed enterprise, and when we told him 
that the next step in this inquiry ought to be to find out what 
reaction we get in Minnesota, he suggested that we enlist the 
help of Harris Wofford, who is now living in Minnesota, to explore 
the response of that state. 

In Rochester, New York I met Archibald J. MacLeish, 
who is now teaching at Harvard, and I think that the project found 



Mr. Clarence E. Pickett - 2 December 23, 1949 

favor with him~ He too thought that it would be important to 
clear at an early stage with the State Department, but he did 
not think that one should go any farther than to inform the 
State Department of the plans and obtain some informal assurance 
that they will not be in opposition to it. 

I believe that in the near future, perhaps in 
January, we ought to make an attempt to set up a committee of 
arrangements which would have the task of putting the plan into 
final shape and of making the necessary arrangements for putting 
it into effect. Before we reach that stage however, I shall try 
to talk either with you or with Gilbert White and get your views 
concerning the mode of procedure which you consider advisable. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



<!hairman 
HENRY J. CADBUR Y 

American Friends Service Committee 

Twenty South Twelfth Street 

Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 

Telephone, R ITTENHOUSE 6-9372 

January 24, 1950 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Friend: 

I have been very slow in responding to your letter of Decem
ber 23. I would like to be brought up to date as to how your 
proposal regarding atomic energy is developing . It seems to 
me even more urgent now that the hydrogen bomb is being con
sidered. 

There are a great many study groups using our US-USSR report 
but thus far we have found no way to put the recommendations 
into effect. We have concentrated on the recornmenda tion that 
trade should be restored . At the moment there is a greater 
willingness on the part of our government to permit it than 
there is interest on the part of the Russians in buying here. 

Execuri ve Secretary 
CLAR ENCE E. PtCKBTT 

Do let me know how thing~ co:::::rel~~ 

~E. Pickett · 
Executive Secretary 

cep/fw 



Clarence E. Pi cket t 
Execu ~i ve Secro t!:(ry 
Ameri can Fr iend!' Servi c e Committee 
20 South Twel i' ~h Street 
Philade.l~hia 7, ?ennsy v nia 

Deer Mr. P~ketta 

March 15, 1950 

14any thanks J or y our kind letter of January 24. 

At its las t meeting in Pr i nceton, t he Emergency 

C0tr1mi ttee of Atomic Scientis t s has vo ted to 0 0 ahe td 

wi th the plan i f tha. t >r oves to be possible. The 

Emer gency Committee will not in i tself p< rticipate 

in t he in .;uiry, but try to set up an a ppr opriate 

organiaw tion fo r 1 t, and m y attelllp t to rai s e a ha lf 

million dollars for tho work .:~ .t th !:. t ori:;; uni21b. tion. 

We are no l tryincl to decide ho w bes t to 

impl em(;:nt t hi s decision, ana I shall keep y ou in-

fo rmed of erry concrete s teps tbn t i c,h t le t aken. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szib.rd 

wv 
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Yr. Cla r 8nce ~. Pickett 
American Frien s Ser vice Committee 
20 South T .elft 1 Str eet 
?h ilt: de l.• .i 7 1 Pennsylvania 

Dcur ~ r. Pic~etta 

llE5 E.as t 57 th St:.. e e t. 
~ ic~JO ~ 7, llinoia 

:...y l E, 1350 

F,nclosed you \ill find copie e of a number of letters whic ~ive 

30r:! e i.n-1 1cet1o r. o f th ~ response with which the plan of setting up a 

citizen~' inc,.uiry into t l-. .; conditic;ns or peace has rue t so i&r. They 

i~ cluce t t e folLv ~ingr 

a l e tt er i ro" C<.: ·t er·, Ledja.r.:l a n-.J i t.urn 
e. 'Lo L •):~r r;: ..::'r:)m D!:. •.·i d ~!oy ss ~ J ~1mes ?~tton 

u l ·•t. t e1· .f rom J o'- i et M~rv el, Jr. ·..,o Leo S .-.ilE~ ra 

f ! .:..'JLt. 'X' !'r oll Leo & ~ i l·1r.i to Li r L vill e Cl .r~ 

t:. l ett..t:r· i .:.> .1! Grer:·;il e Cl t .1'k b Leo Szilard 
.1 lF::t t -J~ f 1·orl! Wv]. •~ er Or r 1t0ber t s ( .Direct:,r o.f' ... Le Hi,~ l Altitu e 

Ot o:>exvat-:> ry of Bu.rva r·C. UniversitJ l. nd Univcr ~i Ly of Coloraao) 
t; L ":o Szilard 

a. let t e 1rom tlenry .:.. (..c...bot, bosL n, to ;..o;:; Szilaro 
l::lt .. t rr iron. 1.d 1.. C .)~.t>~J :-., Che i n .. :.:. _ ~ tl s C.or J I'£.. t i c n lui: to 

1(:lnr;_y B. Cabct 
v l e t er :. r ou: J~lbe1 · t ? rat:. (Paine , V?ebt er. , J~ ck~on ~ .d Curtis, 

Bo t on) t Henri E. a bot 
t. l e t tGr fro!!' J . h . Killian, Jr., Pre-sident i..I 'I , to Eenry • Cs ot 
u l e tter f roru ?hilli Ketchum (Berrie . , S:nith, Donald, Farley, 

t=. n i let-c._ , Bo &t on) to Henry b . C3 t ot 
a lett f•r f rom Strin_,fellow Bsrr to Leo Szi a rd 

I tl:ought tha t you might find some of ther;e documents rath '3 r 

interesting. 

~incere~ yours, 

Leo Szilard 



Chairman 
HENRY]. C.•ont· R,. 

Executive Secretarv 
L Ew ts M. Hos >,.tN S 

American Friends Service Committee 
1'-: CO RPORATED 

Twenty South Twelfth Street 

Philadelphia;, Pennsylvania 

T elephone, R h rE ~< HOt"> E 6-9372 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

April 28, 1955 

I have just received a letter from 

Honorary Secretary 
Ct.ARENCE F.. Pt CKF.TT 

Mr. Benjamin H. Dyshel, who seems to be head of what is called 
the Dyshel Foundation for Development of Ideas and who gives 
his address as Philadelphia 16, Pa. He says that he has been 
'~peculating on the possibility of bringing together a group of 
thinkers sufficiently detached from the many pressing problems 
to enable them to reach to the core of things and thus bring 
forth some satisfactory answers." I do not know Mr. Dyshel, 
but it occurred to me that you might well write him setting 
forth your proposal for it sounds to me as if he may be feel
ing for the thing which you are working on. 

Sincerely yours, 

~frf~ 
Clarence E. Pickett ~ 

/Z_ ~ ,~~~~ 

t/1( C/~ ~ crs- so 
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y American Friends Service Committee, Inc . 

Dr. leo Szilard 
University o~ Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Deer Dr . Szilard: 

Twenty South Twelfth Street 
Phila elph1a 7, Pennsylvania 

April 28, 1955 

I have just received a letter :from Mr. Benjamin H. Dyehel, who 
seems to be head of what ie c-lled the Dyshel Foundation for Development 
of Ideas and who gives his addreea es Philadelphia 16, Pa. He says that he 
has been '\~pt..culating on the possibility of bringing together a group of 
thinkers sufficiently detached from the many pressing problems to enable 
them to reach to the core of ·things end thus bl'ing forth some satisfactory 
anewem. " 1 do not know ~1r. Dyehel, but it occurred to me that you might 
well wri·re him setting forth your :proposal for it sounds to rre ae if he 
may be feeling for the thing which you are working on. 

Sincerely yours, 

/e/ Clarence E. Pickett 

Clarence E. Pickett 



Chairman 
H ENRY .J. CADBl" R\ 

Executive 'ec reta ry 
L EwiS \1. H o'>,JNS 

.A.merican Friends Service Committee 
1:\ CO RP O R ATE D 

T'vventv South Twelfth Street 

Philadelphia;, P e n n s y 1 \' an i a 

Dr . Leo Szilard 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

T elep hone, RI JTE NH <>l >E 6-YJ/2 

May 22, 1950 

Honorary Secretary 
CLARENCE F.. PiCKETT 

I have discussed with my committee and especially with Gilbert White 
the second proposal that you made to me , namely, that I be a kind of 
second vice-president of the citizens' committee. I have a very nice 
letter from Albert Einstein encouraging me if it were possible t o 
accept that responsibi~ity. 

re here certainly want to give full encouragement to the inquiry which 
you are making. We all felt, however, that if I should give time there 
I would not be able adequately to carry forward what the Service Com
mittee is itself attempting. It seemed better, therefore, for me per
sonally to go on with my ful~ responsibility here and to say to you 
that if you would like to have some other member of our group as a 
member of your board we would do our best to find an able and useful 
person. 

Again, I want to assure you that I appreciate very much your think
ing of my being a vice-chairman. It would have been a pleasure to 
have been a part of the inquiry and especially to work with Dr. Hut
chins but I suppose all of us find limits to the power of expansion 
and I think I have about found mine . I hope this will not mean that 
I shall not see you from time to time and, as a friend of the project, 
know what is going on. 

cep/fw 


	mss32_b015_f13_001
	mss32_b015_f13_002
	mss32_b015_f13_003
	mss32_b015_f13_004
	mss32_b015_f13_005
	mss32_b015_f13_006
	mss32_b015_f13_007
	mss32_b015_f13_008
	mss32_b015_f13_009
	mss32_b015_f13_010
	mss32_b015_f13_011
	mss32_b015_f13_012
	mss32_b015_f13_013
	mss32_b015_f13_014
	mss32_b015_f13_015
	mss32_b015_f13_016

