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Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
fr ime Minister of India 
New D<"·lhi,Inr'lia 

Dear Mr. NEhru; 

April 6th,1955 

All reaeoneblP- pPopl e herP. ere very mueh 

concerned about. thf' worseninp o f the Amer1can-Ch1n~se 

conflict. They try to think how the acute danger of war 

mi~ht b e eliminated, which cent~rA on the iseue of ~uemoy 

a.na Mat su. Dr.Leo Szilard of thP University of Chic&go, 

who i s a~ ~oncerned about thlP danger ae I am, wrote me 

a. letter which you will find attached . It contAine a thought 

whi ch I bAl~e oup:ht to b e coni::.1a ered 1f 1 t has not been 

cons i der ed heretofore. 

For thiA r eason, I would greatly appreciate your 

r ead inE t h e attachea copy of Dr.Szilard's l etter. Aleo I would 

greatly a.p preciate your t ransm1 tting a.t an oppo~l-.,..olr:,...r 

own chooF11np:, the f'nclosea copy of this ..,ommun1o&t1on to China 

so t.hAt they may be in tht? po F1 1t1on to judge the Ts.11d1ty of 

these con 8 1 ~ erations on thP1r merit . 

On thie occa~1on I wteh to express my elne~r• 

a.pprec1t-it1on of your untiring con Rtructive efforte 1n the fiF.-ld 

of intPrnational relation ~ . 

With tind personal r egard s , 

Sincerely yours, 

Albert Einstein 
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COPY 

Professor Albert Einstein 
112 Mercer Stree t 
Princeton, New Jersey 

)( 

The University of Chicago 
Chicago, ~7, Illinois 

April 6, 1955 

I am distressed, as are so many others, a bout the acute danger 

of war that has ar i sen in the Formo sa Straits and I am writing to you 

to draw your attention to one particular aspect of this situation. 

American public o pinion appears to be a major factor in this 

crisis. The public is split. There are those who press for United 

States intervent1on over Q.uemoy and rv:atsu, and their most important 

ar gument is that these isl ands may be taken by the Chinese mainly 

as a stepping stone in the conquest of Formosa. There are others 

who oppose such inte rve n tion and no one can forsee at this time which 

of these two group s will prevai l. 

The situation that confronts us at present is unsatisfactory in 

two respects. I f fi ghting breaks out over Quemoy or Matsu and if 

America intervenes we may have a major war. If on the other hand 

America backs down now, the loss of the off-shore islands will lead 

to a public outcry that America has retreated once more in the Far 

East. As a result there is bound to be a hardening of America's 

position on the problem of Formosa. Even though the Formosa problem 

may no t be ne gotiable today, it is imperative that the door be kept 

open for a later re gulation o f t he status of :?ormosa. 

How can the world escap e from this dilennna? It seems that there 

are no direct ne gotiations in progress at present between China and 

America; hence we must ask ours e lves is there any unilateral action 

which either China or &~eric a could take that would decisevely improve 

the situation. 

One thought occurred t o me i n this respect which I wish to present 

to you for what it is worth: Su ppose the Indian government (tog ether 
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perhap s with some of the other Asian gove rnments who recognize the 

le gal and moral right of China to the off -shore islands) were able 

to declare that they have received from China the assurance that if 

t he off-shore islands were evacuated by the Nationalists, China would 

leave them unoccupi ed for a s pecified pe riod of time. There would 

be the presumption that the civilian population would be evacuated 

fr om these islands. \Vhat the ''specified period of time" ought to be 

I cannot say, but it is clear that t he longer this period, the stronger 

would be the impact of the declaration. 

It seems certain that the American public would strongly respond 

to such a clear indication that China places a high value on the 

preservation o f pe a ce . The ar gument that China covets these islands 

merely as a steppi n g stone in the con ques t of Formosa would become 

invalid. Of course there will be t h ose who will say that China would 

violate its pledge. But no one in his ri ght senses will believe that 

China would make such a pledge to its closest friends in Asia and 

then break faith with them by violating the pledge. I believe the 

.1.merican pu blic woul d be profoundly a f fected by such a declaration 

and would respond in a sane an d h e althy manner. 

I cannot state with e qual a ssurance whether the American govern

ment would ask the Nationalists to evacuate the off-shore islands or 

whether the Nationalists woul d accede to such a request if it were 

made. But it stands to reason that in these circumstances if the 

islands are not evacuated and if fi ~hting bre~ks out over them, it 

would be much less likely that America would intervene or that the 

people would re gard the loss of t h ese islands as another American 

retreat. A hardening of t he American position on the Formosa problem 

would thus be avoided. 

I wonder what you mi ght thi nk of the thought here presented. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

/ 



~pr 11 6th,l 955 

~r . Kr 1shna Menon 
t~ rmenP-nt M1 Rs1on of Ind ia 
t o t h P nn 1 t c d ~- n t 1 on s 
3 ~est 64th ~tr eFt 
NF ~ ¥o rk ? 1, ~ . 1 . 

. ·' 

you will find ~nclosed a commun1cat1on 

which I h8 V f' !'lent to F"r1mE" M1n1~ter }.'Ph ru. I felt 

I oupht to i nform you of thi s at ep wh i ch I h8ve tAken. 

I bP11f've you YJ 111 lmd er ::: tand our Aer1ous concern. 

t: lbPrt Eins tein. 



Dr. Hom! J • Bhabha 
Secretary, Department of Atomic Energy 
Government of India 
Apollo Pier Road 
Bombay 1, India 

Dear Bhabha: 

The Un1vera!t7 ot Ohioaso 
Chicago• 37• I111no11 

April 7 1 1955 

For a while it looked during the past two weeka, that we 

were quite close to the outbreak of an atomic war in the Formo1a 

Straits. The pressure of public opinion that descended on W&lhing• 

ton when the people discovered what was happening is probably re

sponsible for the situation looking better today. 

Enclosed is James Reston's column taken trom today•• 

New York Times which I think is a pretty fair description ot What 

has happened. Enclosed is also a report on A4m1ral Carney'• atate• 

mente taken from today's New York Herald Tribune. I have marked 
~ 
~ passage with red pencil which you may want to take note ot. 

Even though the situation looks a little better today, 

the danger will remai n with us unless some way is round that will 

permit both America and China to save face. Enclosed you Will 

find a copy of a communication from Mr. Einstein to Mr. Nehru that 

has a bearing on this problem. If you think the considerations 

contained in it are valid, perhaps you might discuss th&m with Mr. 

Nehru when you have an opportunity to do so. 

I am sincerely sorry that I didn't get to see you when 

you visited New York. 

With kind personal regards, 

LEO SZILARD 



TELEPHONE: 35058·59 
TELEGRAMS: ATOMERG 

AI'OLLO PIER ROAD 
BOMBAY I 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY 

SECRET AllY 

April 18 , 1955 

De A.r Szil;u·d , 

T!1e>nk ,:rnu for •rnu r J.e tter of Apri.l 7 , 1955 , with 

i ts en ·~ l osure s . I t r e -'lche d rne rm ·: _y yeste rday , aft er the Prime Hi.n-

i ster hAd al r 8ad ·· left .fo r I nrlone s i A. 

2. I have _; ,Js t a s cert .::d. ned f r om the Specia l Assj st.c~.nt 

t 0 tl-. e frh1~ :·in.L st.-~r tli?..t ;_!;I n stein 1 s l et ter to Pandi t. Nehru was 

r e r: e i.v ed And s een by h im IJeCo r "' :1e lef t f or I nd on e s i a.. You may , 

t here fo r e , rPs t a s s ur ed Lh::J1 , th~ sn.F,_ee s t i on you made h As b ee n seen. 

3. Hy l a st •ri s i t t•) ~~:ew York was a ver~r f nl l and 

r ushe d one , and J the r eforf" could nnt i nr.J ud e Chicago in my pro-

g r.qyrvne; c"'thPrwi se I Sh0n 1 f have b rAn p]ad to have .::l. t alk with you. 

I shaJ 1 bf~ i.n En t:r l <md b81-.\ve e n LhP Sth ;m d t he ::>2nd o f Nay and in 

Pari_ s frnm the 22n;·] r~ f i'-~,:ry ti l -! a bou t the 7th of June. If you are 

in Eur ope dnr i. n~ +. t> :i s ped 0-.ri pl e a se ~nnta.ct me care of the I ndian 

Hi ;;:h Comnissi oner i_n Lonrlon nr the India n &nbass~r i n Pari s. 

~li t h ld nd r er~ar, J s , 

Y011 r s sincerely, 

LAo Szilard , Esq ., 
Th P ijn i v ers ·l t;: o!' Chi cago , 
Chi cR ~o 37 , Illi nois , 
U. !: . A. - -----,, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
W/\ SHINGTON 

May 2, 1955 

Dear Hugh: 

Upon my return to the office following a little vacation, I 
received your letter of April fourth. It certainly was good 
to hear from you. 

Frankly, the matter about which you wrote does not come 
within my immediate cognizance, but I have made considerable 
inqui.ry around here to see i f anything along the line which you 
sugg est in your letter would serve sufficient purpose to make 
it worthwhile for all concerned. 

I find that the Secretary of State and his top advisers, as well 
as the President, are spending a great deal of time trying to 
work out a solution in this particular field and that the pro
posals made by your friends have been and are being given 
continuous and thorough study. Certainly we all appreciate 
the very great desirability of finding means of relieving 
the tension in the Formosa area and you can rest assured 
that everything possible will be done to accomplish this 
purpose. 

We of course are most appreciative of the interest being 
shown by the people througho'..lt the country in this all-important 
matter and I particularly appreciate your writing to me as you 
did. Please express our thanks to your friends for their 
interest and offer to be of assistance. 

I hope that everythi ng is going well for you, and with kindest 
personal regards, I am 

Brig. General Hugh B. Hes 
The Penn Sherwood Hotel 
3900 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia 1, Pennsylvania 

yours, .-----

to the President 
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Leo Szilard 
'( 

The University ot Chicago 
May 19, 1955 

1r. Sidney o. Raphael, Esq. 
501 Ti'if th Avenue 
New v ork 17, New York 

Dear Mr. Raphael: 

I underetand !'rom Mr. Arthur s. Lall , Permanent Representative ot 

India to the United Nations that on Hay 22nd k you may ma e public 

the text of' a letter which Ein .. tein wrote to 
o Mr. Nehru, but that 

the text of the document which a ccompanied it will not be released. 

Si -ce Einstein's letter contains a re ference to m~t it 
woul d be in order for me to make t h e following remarks: 

When the Quemoy-Matau crisis was at ita worst, I had several con

versat ions with Einstein. Re felt that the policy ot "no speak" J 

which so~ehow became established in American-Chinese relations~was 

creat ing a difficult andpotentially dang,erous situation. Yet he 

thought tha't, even i n t he absens e of De p;otiations, the danger ot 

war could perhaps be lessene d t1lrough some unilateral steps that 

either America or China mi ght take . Are there any such unilateral 

steps that could greatly reduce the danger of war? 

Einstein, who knew Mr. Nehru personally and held him in high regard, 
' I 

wanted to send to Mr. Nehru a document analyzing some steps that 

even in t he absense of ne gotiations~China might take and in doing 

so pe~haps ereatly re duce t he danger of war in the Formosa Straits. 

I nrepared such a document after seve r al discussions that we had on 

the subject. Einstein sent it on to Hr. Nehru in the hope that the 

Band~g Conference would afford an onuortunity to Mr. Nehru for dls

cussitig it with the Chinese. 

Very sincerly yours, 
L__~/ .r 

'- ~ \ 

Leo Szilard 

.. 
'::t 
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Dear Ill' bpbu 1 , 

PERMANENT MISSION OF INDIA 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

3 EAST 64!t' STREET 

NEW YORK 21 . N . Y. 

llay lt. ltsS. 

Ill accordMace witll o.r telepbollic OOD9Uaat'- ..-, 
I • eaeloa1Da a c»py of the letter wb1da the late Profueor 
liuteill ..wr .. .- to Pd ... lllaiater llelana - ~1 '· ltSS. 
With reference to yoar ct~J' to bta Uotlt thta -tter Pr!8e 
IU.niater llehru baa iDf 7that he baa ao objectaa te ,.,_ 
ulna Profuaor Einstein'• letteT to bia at tbe 11Mt1q te be 
held Oil )lay 22. 

I ba-.. alao c:ooaulte4 wltll ProfuHr bU._. r~taa 
thia .. tter. Be 1e aware of Prille IU~alater llellna'a ._lat. 
repr.tina Profeaaor 11ute1a'a letter. -•••r .,.., .. 80T 
S&ilar4 aa1.t he would very auch .,preciate it if yo. -.14 
kindly iafora bia by telear• at K1aa'• CrCMl a.tel .... Twk. 
aa to whether you are aolna to ue Profeaaor liaateia'e letter' 
to Pr~ ~Diater Bebru. 

With killd rspr .. , 

11r st•er a.phael, 
Pruident,lnterfaith Mo....at, 
a .. York. 

I c.c.c. Profueor Leo Sailar4, Uaa'• Crowa let.el. 
420 West 116th St., Rew York City. 



Pandit Jawabarlal Rehru, 
Pr~e Mlniater of India 
Rev Delhi, India. 

Dear Mr Rehru, 

A. linateln, 
112 Mer~Jr Street, 
Princeton, 
New Jeney, UIA. 

April 6th, 1955. 

All reaaonab1e people here are very auch concernn .about the 

voraenina of the Aaerican.Chineae conflict. They try to think bow the 

acute danaer of war aipt be eU.ainated, vbich cetera on the iaaue of 

Que.oy and Matau. Dr Leo Szilard of the Univeraity of Chlcaao, who ia 

aa concerned about thia danaer as I •· wrote ae a letter which you will 

find attached. It contains a thought which I believe ouaht to be COftlidere4 

if· it has not been considered heretofore. 

lor thia reason, I would sreatly appreciate yCMar r ... iq the 

attached copy of Dr Szilard'• letter. Also I would areatly appreciate 

your transmitting at an opportunity of your own choeaina, the encloaed copy 

of thia COBIN1lication to China ao that they aty be in the poaiUoa te j\ldae 

the validity of these considerations on their merit. 

On thia occaaion I wish to expreaa ay aincere appreeiatloa of 

your untiring constructive efforts in the field of internatiOD&l relationa. 

With kind personal regards, 

Sincerely youra, 

ld/• A. IIIftiD. 



~.1r. Krishna Me non 
Permanent Mission of India 

to the United Nations 
3 East 64th Street 
New York 21, N. Y. 



Pandit Jawaharal Nehru 
Prime Minister of India 
New Delhi, India 

,/ 
_.,.--"' 

Dear Mr. Nehru: ,-' 

/ a_ 

I take the unu~~i step of w concerning ~ practical political 

problet:· cause I am deepl disturbed about the crisis over Quemoy and 

Matsu - t would appear, that taking into account the reality of the political 
I' 

pressures that are brought to bar on the President of the United States 



- ICriBhDa Menon 

Per.aaent Mi••iaa ot ID41& 
to tbe United. JfHiODB 
3 But 64th street 
lfev York 21 1fY 

Dear Mr .lleDOD: 

DlW"f 

Attachecl 10'1 Will timl a letter Which I haYe Betlt to 

Priae IU.Jl18ter ••lml. I wul.4 appreciate your diBcu••iD& with 

-----~~!eeue raised when an opportuaity arise•. 
............ ~ ·--------._-----.... - ,_ -- ,,.,.,-

-----~ 



DIW"'l' 

Dr. HOld J. lhabha 
Seereta17, De~ ot Atomc Energy 
Govel'DIIent of IDdia 
Apollo Pier Road 
Boabay 1, India 

Dear Bhabha, 

Attached you will tin4 a copr of a letter which Prote•aor 

Einstein wrote to Mr. Kehru. ~ letter is self -.zpl.aaator,r. I 

have 8pent a tev ~· in Wuhington latel,- because this is alva,.a 

what I do ill a tille of re&l cr1•1•, &Dd I caae a~ ~h a stroq 



DRAFT 

llr. Arthur a. Lall 
Pel'll&nent Mission of ID4ia to the United lfe:t·ions 
3 Eaat 6JI.th Street 
!few York 21 1fY 

Dear Mr.Lall, 

Enclosed 70U vill tiJid a letter to Prble Mi:tdater lfehru, ancl ~ ; 

a letter to llr. ICrietma Menon, tn. Mr. Albert Binatein, and a letter """ I 
~~ 
~~ 

I vould great:cy appreciate )'OUr tran-ttiD& the .. lettero to ~ 
addressed to Dr. IC!IIIli K. Bhabba from ae. 

India. 

A con of Professor Einstein's letter> to Pr1ae JH.Diater 

lfehru is attached tor ;rour information. 

---------------~-....___- - - --

r 
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