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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

CONTACT: Herman Baca 
(714) 474-8195 

Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc 
1 

March 21,1979 

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 

The Committee on Chicano Rights today announced that is has 

witten Senator Edward Kennedy, Chairperson of the Senate Judiciary 

Committee and to Representative Elizabeth Holtzman of the House 

Immigration Sub-Committee to request a full scale Congressional 

investigation of the U.S. Border Patrol.(See attachment A). 

C.C.R. spokespersons stated that "we are calling on Congress 

to not only investigate the brutal killing of Efren Reyes 
and the 

wounding of his companion Benito Rincon by Border Patrolman Dan 

Cole while both men were handcuffed, but also the overall operation 

of the U.S. Border Patrol, including its policies,financial budgeting, 

and supervision." 	Furthermore, the C.C.R. spokespersons called at- 

tention to the fact that "the U.S. Border Patrol has become a lawless 

agency which is totally out of control and 
accountable to no one." 

The C.C.R. will await the response from Senator Kennedy and Rep-

resentative Holtzman and will at that time provide the documentation 

on the charges which have been made against the Border Patrol. 

Attachments. 
1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195 
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Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc 

Senator Edward Kennedy 	 March 21, 1979 
Chairperson--Judiciary Committee 
431 Russell Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

Our organization is requesting a full scale Congressional in-
vestigation of the U.S. Border Patrol. We are accusing the U.S. 
Border Patrol of committing illegal acts and abuses involving the 
human and constitutional rights of both undocumented persons and 
U.S. Citizens of Mexican ancestry. We are hereby petitioning your 
committee to initiate a full scale Congressional investigation into 
the following: 

1. The March 17, 1979, killing of Efren Reyes with a 357 Magnum 
by the U.S. Border Patrolman Daniel Cole and the wounding 
of his campanion Benito Rincon. At the time Reyes and Rincon 
were shot, both men were handcuffed and were reported to 
have been shot in the back! 

2. The massive violations of human and constitutional rights 
by the Border Patrol at the international border and in 
the Chicano Community. The latest killing of Reyes and 
the wounding of Rincon involving the U.S. Border Patrol 
is not an isolated incident, but the "tip of the iceberg" 
of such violations. It is apparent to us that the Border 
Patrol is now totally out of control and is nothing but 
a lawless agency which is accountable and responsible to 
no one. 

Because of the lack of supervision and adequate training the 
Border Patrolmen have in essence become a law on to themselves. 

Additionally, we request that your committee conduct an investi-
gation into the entire operation of the Border Patrol and investigate 
the following documented cases of illegal and unconstitutional acts 
which have been committed by the Border Patrol over the past 10 years: 

a. Shooting and killing of individuals 
b. Beatings 
c. Rapes 
d. Sexual abuse of women 
e. Breaking into homes 

1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195 



Senator Edward Kennedy 
March 21,1979 
Page 2 

f. Stopping persons in the streets,airports bus depots,etc., 
on the basis of race and without reasonable suspicion. 

g. Stopping persons from entering places of worship. 
h. Boarding public transit buses and interrogating persons 

on the basis of race and without reasonable suspicion. 
i. Collaborating with the K.K.K. 
j. Entering schools to question children. 
k. Strikebreaking and involving themselves in labor disputes. 
1. Mistreatment at detention camps. 

Our committee believes that a congressional investigation is not 
only necessary but imperative at this time. Any further delay can 
only inflame the already volatile situation along the border and lead 
to further confrontations and violence. We will be awaiting your 
response on this urgent matter. 

Thank You, 

cr..7--)04/1-ro-n 

Herman Baca 
Chairperson 

cc. 
President Jimmy Carter 
President Jose Lopez-Portillo 
Attorney General Griffin Bell 
Comissioner Leonel Castillo 
Senator Cranston 
Senator Hayakawa 



Views Differ On Shoo' 
(Continued from Page B-1) 

. "At this point Cole made his decision (to 
fire his weapon)," said Franco. 

San Diego County Coroner Dave Stark 
said Reyes was shot once in the chest, 
"lacerating his heart, lung and liver." 
Stark said the man had a wound in his 
back, where the bullet came out. 

Rincon was listed in satisfactory condi-
tion at University Hospital with a bullet 
wound in his left shoulder. The wound 
indicates that Rincon was shot from the 

back, investigators said. 
San Diego Police homicide detectives 

said they hoped to complete their investi-
gation by tomorrow and then present their 
findings to the San Diego district attor-
ney's office, where a decision will be made 
oil whether or not to prosecute Cole. 

Franco said his agency is supporting 
Cole unless the detectives' findings prove 
other action is warranted. Cole, who has 
been with the Border Patrol for more than 
20 years, remains on duty, said Franco. 

cc 	(,) it-, 
-Lc 

Rorder Pairol, Mexico Police 
Diffcr Over Shooting Of 2 

By ALEX DREHSLER 
Stoff Writer, The Son Diego Union 

TIJUANA — The two undocument-
ed Mexican aliens who were wound-
ed — one of them fatally — Saturday 
night by a border patrolman were 
handcuffed to each other at the time, 
Mexican and U.S. law enforcement 
officials said yesterday. 

Supervising Border Patrol Agent 
Dan Cole, 49, shot the two men in 
self-defense during a struggle that 
began when two of three aliens re-
sisted arrest, said Albert Franco, 
deputy chief patrol agent. Mexican 
police, however, said the aliens were 
shot while trying to escape. • 

"Two of the aliens apparently used 
their handcuffs as a lever to bring 
him (Cole) down. At this point the 
aliens were no longer trying to 
escape," said Franco. 

Natividad Tapia, head of the homi-
cide squad of the Baja California 
State Judicial Police, identified the 
slain man as Efren Reyes, 23, of San 
Luis Potosi, and his wounded com-
panion as Benito Rincon, 22, of the 
Federal District (Mexico City). 

"Reyes arrived in Tijuana about 
two months ago to cross into the 

United States illegally," said Tapia: 
Tapia said two eyewitnesses told 

him that Reyes and Rincon were 
shot while trying to escape. 

One of the witnesses, Gilberto Cori-
treras Ramirez, 22, was in Tapia's 
office yesterday morning, waiting 
for San Diego police detectives to 
interview him. The second witness 
was identified by Tapia as Jose 
Robles Estrada, 18. 

Reyes, Rincon and a third man, 
Jose Ramiro Martinez, 17, were 
sighted on the U.S. side of the'border 
by Cole while he was patrolling 
westbound on the south levee of the 
San Diego-Tijuana flood-control 
channel, said investigators. 

Cole parked his vehicle, got out, 
approached the three Mexicans and 
placed them under arrest. Ramiro 
was placed in Cole's vehicle. Imme-
diately afterward, Reyes and Rincon 
began struggling with Cole. - 

While grappling with Reyes and 
Rincon, Cole saw Ramiro escape 
from the rear of his vehicle. In the 
scuffle, Cole was forced down the 
south bank of the levee and brouctt 
to his knees. 

(Continued on B-4, CoL 1) -  

ig)Gifig pi bed 
By ROBERT DIETRICH 

The weekend shooting death of an 
illegal alien by a senior Border 
Patrol agent is under investigation 
by the FBI and San Diego police. 

The identity of the man killed 
while handcuffed to a fellow border 
runner and in Border Patrol custody 
has not been determined, the coro-
ner's office said today. 

The man he was handcuffed to, 
Benito Hernandez, 21, was wounded 
in the left shoulder during the inci-
dent and was reported in satisfacto-
ry condition today in the University 
Hospital jail ward. 

Police said the agent involved, 
Dan Cole, a supervisory patrol offi-
cer, gave the following account: . 

Cole was on patrol about 10 p.m. 
See ALIEN, B-3 

CONTINUED FROM 8.1 	 - - 
Saturday near the U.S. section of the - 
Tia Juana River flood control chan-
nel when he spotted three persons : 
run from the Mexican side of the 
border. 

He arrested them, handcuffed two 
together and tried to place the third 
in the rear of the Jeep-like patrol 
vehicle. 

That prisoner escaped, and the 
two handcuffed prisoners attacked 
Cole, forcing him to his knees and 
grabbing his baton. 

At that point, Cole drew his re-
volver and fired. 

The coroner's office said today it 
did not know whether the dead man 
was struck in the front or back of his 
body. 

A Mexican newspaper yesterday 
quoted a man who said he is the 
person who broke away from Cole in 
another version of the incident. The 
man, Jose Ramiro Martinez, 17, told 
reporters his two companions had 
been shot in the back. 

His identification of the wounded 
man, however, did not match the 
name determined by San Diego 
police. 

Martinez said the name of the 
dead man is Efren Reyes, 25, of San 
Luis Potosi, Mexico. 

A Border Patrol official said Cole 
will undergo an Border Patrol inter-
nal affairs probe of the incident as 
well as the FBI and police investiga- 
tions. 

• 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Herman Baca 
(714) 474-8195 

Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc 

March 21,1979 

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 

The Committee on Chicano Rights today announced that is has 

witten Senator Edward Kennedy, Chairperson of the Senate Judiciary 

Committee and to Representative Elizabeth Holtzman of the House 

Immigration Sub-Committee to request a full scale Congressional 

investigation of the U.S. Border Patrol.(See attachment A). 

C.C.R. spokespersons stated that "we are calling on Congress 

to not only investigate the brutal killing of Efren Reyes and the 

wounding of his companion Benito Rincon by Border Patrolman Dan 

Cole while both men were handcuffed, but also the overall operation 

of the U.S. Border Patrol, including its policies,financial budgeting, 

and supervision." 	Furthermore, the C.C.R. spokespersons called at- 

tention to the fact that "the U.S. Border Patrol has become a lawless 

agency which is totally out of control and accountable to no one." 

The C.C.R. will await the response from Senator Kennedy and Rep-

resentative Holtzman and will at that time provide the documentation 

on the charges which have been made against the Border Patrol. 

Attachments. 
1837 Highland Avenue, National City, CA 92050 (714) 474-8195 



EDWARD M. KENNEDY, P.ISS.: ,FHAIRMAN 

BIRCH BAYH, IND. 	 STROM THURMOND, S.C. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, JR., DEL. 	

( 
PAUL LAALT, NEV. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, W. VA. 	 CHARLES MC C. MATHIAS, JR.. MD. 

JOHN C. CULVER, IOWA 	 ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH 

HOWARD M. METZENBAUM, OHIO ROBERT DOLE, KANS. 	r"Zenifeb Ztatez Zenafe DENNIS DECONCINI, ARIZ. 	 THAD COCHRAN, MISS. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, VT. 	 ALAN K. SIMPSON, WYO. 

MAX BAUCUS, MONT. 

HOWELL HEFLIN, ALA. 	
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

April 27, 1979 

Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc. 
Mr. Herman Baca, Chairperson 
1837 Highland Avenue 
National City, California 92050 

Dear Mr. Baca: 

I have been asked by Senator Kennedy to respond 
to you letter of March 21, 1979. Persuant to our con-
versation of April 2, 1979, I am waiting for further 
documentation. Due to the gravity of the allegations 
made, we are requesting that all available documentation 
concerning the alleged misconduct of the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service patrol officers be forwarded 
to our office. 

Upon receipt of the information, we will consider 
your request for a congressional investigation. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Respectfully, 

Antonia Hernandez - , 
Counsel 

DAVID BOIES 

CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
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STATE O CALIFORNIA-HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY 

CALIFORNIA UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE APPEALS BOARD 
714 P STREET, SACRAMENTO 95814 (916) 445 - 5678 

• August 21, 1980 

REFER TO; 

• Carlos Vasquez 
Legal Aid Society of San Diego, Inc. 
429 - 3rd Avenue 
Chula Vista, CA. 	92010 

Re: 
	Petition for Congressional Investigation Presented 

to U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Representatives, and 
U.S. Department of Justice, Submitted by Committee 
on Chicano Rights, Inc., United California Mexican 
American Association and Legal Aid Society of San 
Diego, Inc., July 23, 1979. 

Dear Carlos: 

I understand there is a question regarding delivery of a 
copy of the above-stated petition to the United States 
Attorney's Office for the Southern District of California. 

Per my agreement with U.S. Attorney General Benjamin 
Civiletti, during one of our July 1979 meetings in 
Washington, D.C., on or about July 31, 1980, at approxi-
mately 5:00 p.m., I personally delivered a copy of said 
petition to the U.S. Attorney's Office. 	Since U.S. 
Attorney Michael Walsh was not present at the time, I 
gave the copy to Mr. Peter Nunez, a deputy U.S. Attorney 
in that office. 

Subsequently, Mr. Walsh and I had several telephone con-
versations regarding the contents of the petition and 
other cases related to border problems. 

I sincerely hope this letter answers your questions re-
garding this matter. 	If not, or if you prefer, I can 
make this letter in the form of a declaration under pen-
alty of perjury. 

Thank you for your continued interest in border affairs, 
and keep up the good work! 

Sinceramente, 

Ra el A. Arreola 
Member 



Chimp% 
in capital 
f probe 

Local Chicano activist 
Herman Baca and three 
others are off to the - 
nation's capital this 
week to seek a 
congressional probe into 
whPt they claim are 
" , r. ceasing violations 
of human, civil and 
constitutional rights" 
by federal border of-
ficials. 

Baca said the group 
will cite the deaths of 
two children who un-
sucr -ssfully sought to 
cross the border for 
medical treatment and 
the shooting death of a 
Mexican national 
handcuffed by a Border 
Patrol officer. 

THE FOUR-MAN 
delegation, which 
represents Baca's 
Committee on Chicano 
Rights, the United 
California Mexican 
American Assn. and the 
San Diego Legal Aid 
Society, will hold a 
series of meetings with 
congressmen, 	Justice 
Department 	officials 
and Mexican Am-bas-
sador Hugo Mar-
gain, Baca said. 

"The issue of children 
dying at the border — 
twd since March —
handcuffed individuals 
being killed and 
wounded, beatings, 
shootings and sexual 
attacks on women, have 
become common; -'ice  
and have prompted this 
trip," Baca said. 

BACA SAID the group 
hopes to "expose the 
dehumanizing symp-
toms of this country's 
national immigration 
policy and an effort to 
prove to the American 
public that President 
Carter's human rights 
program is debunked on 
the Issue of im-
migration." 

Baca said the group 
will meet with Sen. 
Edward Kennedy (D-
Mass.), chairman of the 
Senate Judiciary 
Committee; Rep. 
Elizabeth Holzman, of 
the immigration sub-
committee; Sen. Alan 
Cranston (D-Calif.); 
Rep. Ed Roybal (D-Los 
Angeles), chairman of 
the subcommittee on 
appropriations and 
chairman of the Chico 

Justic_ _ Caucus; 
officials Department 

and Margain. 
BACA CHARGED the 

group has documented 
at least seven cases of 
border violence and has 
information on more 
than 30 other cases the 
he classifies as a 
"strong sampling" of 
civil rights violations. 

But Baca hinted that 
the deaths of two 
children will be the 
main sources of protest. 

Manolo Augustine 
Alberto, 2, died last 
month, three days after 
he was refused entry 
into the United States . 

A second child, Mario 
Alberto Canedo, 4, died 
last March after of-
ficials reportedly 
delayed permission to 
cross for medical 
treatment. < <oi of-
ficials have long said 
they would welcome a 
congressional in-
vestigation into ac-
cusations by Baca. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 12, 1979 

Dear Mr. Garcia: 

Hamilton Jordan has asked me to respond to your letter 
of August 14th. 

I have carefully reviewed the Petition for a Congres-
sional Investigation submitted by the Committee on 
Chicano Rights, Inc., the Legal Aid Society of San Diego, 
Inc., and your organization, the United California 
Mexican-Amefican Association. Since it is a petition to 
the Congress, the ultimate decision is left to that body. 
However, I am very aware of the situation, not only in 
California, but all along the United States-Mexican 
border. Consequently, I have been in contact with the 
office of the Chairman of the Hispanic Caucus, Congressman 
Edward Roybal, with respect to your request and have been 
assured that your petition is receiving attention. 

If I can be of any further assistance to you, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 
.1 

■  AMIN( kiriw 
Esteban E. Torres 

Special Assistant to the President 
for Hispanic Affairs 

Mr. Alberto R. Garcia 
State President 
United California Mexican 

American Association 
318 East San Ysidro Boulevard 
San Ysidro, CA 92073 



ALAN CRANSTON 

Senator asks 
hearings into 
border. strife 

Cooley News Service 

WASHINGTON — Sen. Alan Cran-
ston, ID-Calif., has requested con-
gressional -- hearings into violence 
and allegations of violations of civil 
rights along the Mexican border. 

"Continued neglect • of develop-
ments along the border can only 
worsen matters," Cranston said yes-
terday in a letter to Sen. Edward 
Kennedy, D-Mass., chairman of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. 

Cranston's request came in re-
sponse to lobbying by the San Diego-
based Committee on Chicano Rights 
and to an earlier letter from U.S. 
Attorney Michael Walsh in San 
Diego. 

An aide to Cranston said the sena-
tor was impressed by the documen-
tation of a dozen violent incidents 
compiled by the committee, headed 
by Herman Baca of San Diego. 

"This represents just the tip of the 
iceberg of violations of civil, legal 
and human rights," Baca told 
reporters. 

He called the Border Patrol, which 
is an arm of the Justice Depart-
ment's Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service, "a bankrupt, lawless 
agency." 

Joining Baca for two days of lob- , 
bying on Capitol Hill and at federal 
agencies were Alberto Garcia of San 
Ysidro, president of the United Cali-, 
fornia , Mexican-American Associa-
tion; Carlos Vazquez of Chula Vista, 
a paralegal worker with the Legal 
Aid Society of San Diego; and Arturo 
Scolari of San Ysidro, president of a 
freight-forwarding firm. 

Baca said Rep. Edward Roybal, 
D-Los Angeles, a member of the 
congressional Hispanic Caucus, 
promised to conduct unofficial hear-
ings along the border in early Octo-
ber if no House committee does so. 

Baca's group met with INS Com-
missioner Leonel Castillo. However, 
Baca said that, because of Castillo's 
impending resignation, the delega-
tion did not expect the commissioner 
to do anything. 

The San Diegan added that the 
group believes that the border vio-
lence "stems from a lack of govern-
ment policy, not the actions of one 
man " 



United California Mexican-American Assn. 

Sincerely 

ARG/ 

318 EAST SAN YSIDRO BLVD 

SAN YSIDRO, CALIFORNIA 92073 

(714) 428-2742 

September 2, 1980 

Herman Baca, Chai/man 
C.C.R. 
1837 Highland Ave. 
National City, CA 92050 

Dear Herman: 

This is in reference to package submitted to the U.S. Attorney 
General in Washington, D. C. on July 22, 1979 regarding abuses, 
beatings and killings against undocumented aliens such as the 
death of Manolo Alberto, Mario Canedo, Ffren Reyes, Benito 
Rincon and many others where 150 pages of documented evidence 
was also submitted to the Senate Committee of the Judiciary, 
Congressman Edward R. Roybal, Congressman Fish and other 
federal government agencies. 

I also wish to advise you that on or about September 10, 
1979 I personally delivered the same package that was given 
to the U.S. Attorney General in Washington, D. C. to the 
office of Mr. Michael H. Walsh then U.S. Attorney San Dieao 
District. 

I sincerely h 
in securing f 
Patrol in the 

pthat this information will assist you 
r _ er investigations against the U.S. Border 
riabuses. 

Albe  • -  Ga cia 
P -side 



ay BENJAMIN SHORE 
Cowley News service 

WASHINGTON — Hispanics have 
won major promises from the Jus-
tice Department that it will respond 
more vigorously to, allegations of 
police brutality and other civil rights 
violations. 

In exchange, the nomination of 
Benjamin Civiletti to be the next 
attorney general won endorsement 
yesterday from Hispanic groups that 
24 hours earlier had strongly op-
posed it. 

Following a 21/2-hour meeting 
• Thursday evening with five Hispanic 

leaders, Civiletti appeared before 
Sen. Edward Kenedy's Senate Judi-

' dary Committee yesterday morning 
and said he would: 

—Establish a Hispanic advisory 
. board to alert the Justice Depart-
ment to civil rights violations in the 
areas of housing, education, jobs and 
treatment by law enforcement agen- 

ry 	tion to Civiletti's nOmination. 
des. (Civiletti said similar advisory 

 
11 	d 	d 

Investigation to begin listing Hispan-
ic victims separately in its quartely 
reports of national crime. Hispanics 
presently are considered white by 
the FBI. 

— Order an immediate study of 
activities and policies of the Border 
Patrol, whose officers frequently 
have been charged by Hispanics 
with brutality toward Mexican-
Americans as well as toward legal 
and illegal Mexican aliens. 

— Cut off federal grants to police 
departments found guilty of a "pat-
tern and practice" • of brutality 
toward Hispanics. • 

"We got more than we thought we 
would," said Fax Rafael Arreola, 
supervising attorney for the Legal . 

 Aid Society of San Diego. "It's taken 
a long time." 

Reuben Sandoval of San Antonio, 
Texas, a lawyer with the League. of 
United Latin American Citizens, 
said he would withdraw his .05pposi- 

groups exist for blacks and women). 
—Create *civil rights enforcement 

units in certain U.S. attorneys' offic-
es. 

—Direct the Federal Bureau of 

e commitments 
have been made," h said. 

Although Civilettes omination to 
succeed the resnin Griffin Bell 
never was in jtiopard the 'strong 

. Hispanics sack Civiletti Nomination I i 
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unified charges that Civiletti played 
a key role in alleged Justice Depart-. 
ment indifference to Hispanic con-
cerns caught the Senate Judiciary 
Committee by surprise. 

Kennedy requested that Civiletti 
meet with Hispanic leaders. 

Civiletti, presently the deputy at-
torney general, told the committee 
yesterday that one problem has been 
the Hispanics' lack of awareness of 
various actions and programs al-
ready in effect to deal with viola-
tions of civil rights. 

But he acknowledged that the Jus-
tice Department has not done 
enough to pursue allegations and 
enforce federal laws for Hispanics. 

Civiletti also told the Judiciary 
Committee that legal action is ex-
pected to be taken within a week 
against one of three cities under 
federal investigation for police de-
partment brutality against Hispan-
ics and blacks. 

Although Civiletti declined to iden-
tify the city, department sources 
suggested it is Philadelphia. Houston 
and Memphis also are known to be 
under federal investigation. 
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