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8RINl~LEY: DR. J. ~.: FLET~HER'S EFFORTS TO OBTAIN CALIFORNI A MEDICAL 
LICENSE FOR BRINKLEY 

Frc•m the papers c,f Ed Fletcher, the feallc•"-'ing lett ~\-s \.Jere reo..:•ved 
to the alph b ti~ed correspondence files 

CHANDLER, Harry 
Fletcher to Chandler, (12 letters] 2/13/22, 2/23/22, 3/1/22, 

4/10/22, 4/15/22, 5/2/22, 5/8/22, 7/3/22 , 7/28/22, 
7/31/?2, 9/12/22, 10/18/22 

1:h ndler to Fletcher, [4 letters] 2/13/22, 2/21/22, 2/28/22, 
5/11/2:2 

ENCELL, Harry A. 
Encell to Phillips, 2/24/22 
En•:ell t•:• Flet•:her, (4 letters] 5/20/22, 

8/14/2:: 
6/ ~c,;·::.e·-, .:; _ _ L., 

Fletcher to Encell, (11 letters] 6/28/22, 
7/17/22, 7/17/22, 7/23/22 , 7/29/22, 
8/9/2:::, 8/18/22 

N.D., 
8/3/22, 

7/17/22, 

7/13/22, 
8/'3/22, 

PINKHAM, C.8. 
Pinl-:ham tc• Fletcher, [4 letters] -,/29/22, 8/15/22, 8/17/22, 

11/3/22 
F etcher to Pinkham, [4 1 et ter sJ 8/14/22 , 8/17/22, 8/19/22, 

10/28/22 
Yates to Pinkham, 8/29/22 

PHILLIPS, P.T. 
Fletcher to Phillips, [13 letters] 4/15/22, 4/15/22, 5/2/22, 

5/9/22, 5/22/22, 6/27/22, 7/7/22, 7/14/22, 7/17/22, 
8/9/22, 8/15/22, 10/11/22, 10/16/22, 

Phillips to Fletcher, [7 lettersJ 4/29/22, 5/1/22, 6/20/22, 
8/12/22, 10/17/2=, 10/17/22, 11/3/22 

STEPHENS, Wm. D. (Governor) 
Fletcher to Stephens, [3 letters] 7/26/22, 7/28/22, 8/9/22 
Albright to Flet~her, 8/4/22 
Fletcher to Albright, 8/4/22 
Mahoney to Albright, 8/17/22 

YATES, JOHN C. 
Fletcher to Yates, [2 letters] 8/30/22, 8/31/22 
Yates to Strahlman, 6/27/22 
Yates to Pinkham, 8/29/22 
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t' July 

Twont-y -sixth 
1 9 2 2 

Governor Wm • .D . titopre ns, 
Sacramento • C:ll. if ornia • 

U:v doo.r Governor: 

PERSOitd.L 

Dr. Brinl:le:1 c cLno to ~cc 1:10 :;c: ntCJ"lt3~, cln.icing 
that he nud had a talk with Harry Chun <ilor, and that 
Cilonuler nt\3 uo e nthn.'~" lactic oYer the ~·Jo!'d erf~~l rosult s 
of the opere.t ions on Idl.·. A.nclrc ,,7S, Judc;o :~o so uncl others. 
t ho. t he wan ~:: illin,r to b a c J:: Dr. Brin}:l o:,' to 1~hu 1 :L!:lit 
financially for th c establin lllllon"ti of u oun itoril~n in 
C·l lif or nin., vro vidinu ho ~7~3 c.llo~·1ed t !. 1; c o·1so to 
p:raot ina. Andrews hall. been pronou.oo e d incurable . nnd. 
dying by Lo e . .;.n{)e los physiciuns; .Dr. Bri nl::lc:.' 11n.d., thru 
his o !Xt r!lti on, put is.ndrcws on i1 is feet again, and --indrctls 
w:1s coming b~c1: t 1.) ·,•JOrk :1nd ·t ~~ ovor tho ffi).nut;a::n nt of 
the· uTime s" O.f.'1lin very shortly; thut ~o, ~u.rry Chanulor, 
\'J!l S so e.r...x iot!S to have Dr. nrinkly e at ]1; s liHC Cl!G•J tlmt 
he would be glad to ato1> pou.ndir~ you in the ''~.'ir::-o s·• and 
also in the "Hora.ld". I boliove, if tho administration 
;·:oulii. let D1·. Dl"irli:le;)' have a license immediately. 

To verify thia I rent, up E.:4rr:y Chani lcr ~nd 
askotl him if ]·.:.e v:us ntill interested in Dr. Brinkley. no 
so.id he certa inly tJ3B; that tho man !'I..D.d per f or:;:cd a 
l•e;nD.rJ:n blo cnre on !!O'Teral of hio frlar.ds; that .Dr. Brinkley 
wus jnatl:; anti tled to rocogni tion und a stu to lie onse and 
ho vJould co,.nsidor it u porroJW.l favor, an tl woulu bo els.d 
to co operate with mo, if I \vould L,"O the li::li t to t:o-t Dr. 
Jlriru:lo:; :! liocnu~. 

Of couroe, r did not mention tho sul>.ieot of 
supporting you, or any consideration, ~o ChunJlcr. but I 
vJant you to Cllci: into ")n,st history o. little, and bear with 
me :for a '."'Jhilo. Doctor ~rinl:le~, . ~ nu Ohuntllo r ac~:od for 
o. lioense, and if I oould not get that, to t;ot P3rr.liosion 
for Dr. Brinkley to come into the state und por form t ha 
ope rot ion. It ia true we. did not get tho permlt. \'le did 
allow Dr. Brinkley to como into tho Gtuto for a fot7 days and· 
oporate, and for six solid woeka tho "Times" never printed 
a dirty article attaokins your administr~tion. 
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In the l!leantime I had gom to San Francisco, had met nith the Lledical Board and am absolutely satisfied th:J.t Dr. Brinkley is entitled to that license. no is a reoog-r!lzea. ·lhysician, wit.'l 9. license from five Eastern states. 
1!0 !las te.,kon the ~ rittan exs.mim. tion in three states, Arksns$s, Y~nsas and Connecticut, has passed in all three 
s~~t s, ar~ has the riGht to practise in taose states 
to:t~y. the other t~o etates ho sco:1rcd a lioensc.:t to 
J:ractlse thru reci-procity. !. own at t11e tlm~ ho too~~ the ~'l"itte~ a:or.:lr-i~~tion in the tm:-cc staten .abo.,re :nontionod, 
t~ csc three 3tatos o.nere in good otnnding \"lith the ~tste of 
C3lif'crnia, and ho is entitled to 3 lic~.1s~ to ~rlotisa ·.?it:1.out a '.7ritten :):tur:;im tion, tr..:-11 reciprocity thru tho3 e t 11!" ao states. 

~~he :.;t~to o! G ll. !f-:>rnia rcai9roon ~os ~Ji th Eastorn 
st:lta:; o. .• d .. ; lc c iTC.:."'sa,. w:··u:lre enah ~tate lc in 600d standing, 
..1.11cl tJ!l tha cert!fio~tion of t'he stata o-=" Cu.llforniu it ia 
:.!~ to!:l .ry, nith.out a wri1iton e:mr:Urntion, to give u liconso 
in !lnot'he:.· s-tu.te. 2hin in -.?ll.:..t.t th~ c8ll reci .. )roclty. 

:ilfl'l,r" .. ' ~;ncell adr.:i't~cc1 t 1u t to b~ "~rue tile last t imo I ·:.uo in .:,.ln :.';.an cisco t~o ·.~oets ago, na-id there :'!.63 no 
C! 4J sti on bn t '.u 1··:. t Dl'. .Brinkley shol:l.d be ifiv en his license, unu a~e me 1Lis ~Yor-i tr.s.t !Jr. ErLYJl:l.ey ·~1 oulcl h.lve s lioen sa 
i.r.:. :! 3hort time. ln his opinion. I am e. boo lutely convinced th.et :Dr. ~rl.n .lcy is cntitlerl to it, ;lm'lcver, there aeems to b~ o.. d.clu:-1 af~cr another, and. it neer.m to bo programmed. '.:i1.e l ..... s~; o;,:c 13t! 1.1JaU mat .Dr. B:r-j_Ji_lcy h d nocn t&r.cthical 
i..l1 !,io Op.)r .. L~lon~ in Lon Angelos·. Thin rns tn~ cba.rge nade 
by c c~'~'--~1 1o;. -·· . olo~ physic i:J.na, und the 3cal·d oi' hlDdical 
~llimra !u.is re:fused to t ·~o ~ction until these ohart;ca ?Jc.J.• vl ~~1e1 .. suu::Jtuntitt.ted or pro;-on tmtruo. Harry Em ell 
&.iu they would ro on lH.VP. e moil bs.llot, after the 
i.Jlvesti 'r •• tion \·. 'S eoucluU.ad. 

_ · ._,:: t r . 1nr, u9 ,r. j ::.~lu t !v.Y of Los Angclc s , who 
I undcrstund, has bean investit;itine the matter, and he vas very i's.ir a. 1D ut it, saying tJ~ut he ·~'.nto~ to l._.!Ot? ·tho facts 
in the mat tar. I h~ o nklde arrangements to f.urnish to D:r . :..!alonoy a worn aff .tllaE"lts of tb a t\'JO physician£ o:f' 
Herr:~ Ch3lltller 's, disprovir..r; any ~methicu.l coau:nc t on the nart of Dr. Brinkl.ey, and hope tomorro71 to gGt Dr. Ilalonoy to talegraph Dr •. ?inkham the remtlt o:l tho invostisation. Tnru raciproolty Dr. ?inkbam has the right to iseuo this license at any time. ith out its eo in ~ ·~to a vote of the Board of !.!e~ical E:xamimrs, so I run in-·br.ned. 

' 

1 

• 
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I huvo no interest \;lutover in this r:r1ttor, 
directly or incl :lrectl.y, ex?ept ~onirint.; to hcl? :;ou, . s.ltho ~\fter tho invostigatJ.On tnat I hu:ve mada, unrl.ct!lC 
ad.mi ~ion of 1::.1rry Enc ell, attar no:y for the TioJ.rd O.L. ,i,!odioo.l :~mino ro, I .J.m con vine cU. that it hu ~ beet; mor c prejudice tho.n r.mythinB olse that lns l:ept t j1is lJ.cc.1cc :from uoi ng granted. to Dr. Brinl:.ley, c.nd thut ho could 
f.O into court on the g1 .. olll!cls of rooip:r:o~ it ~ ~nd. !~rce recoenition • . I Ut'l detcrr:r.tJ.nod to uco t !: ll! li !. J.D t, ! . r~ to the end now, bolieving in tho justice o•... Dr . ~rJ.n...:loy 'a claim und I do hooo th!lt -yon ·:1 ill t:ct ;.' Otn.· nccr u~:cy ~o 

' • .f. •• t~ · 1 .r.. "'· "~-· - ...,~ r; n'"' out rine: up Dr. t?inl:hum on r ec <;J. pli _o x ~~ l.E. c 1.1 .'"'o ... , ·~ ;'J. .. ~: ·~ . ~ ... if Dr Brinl:loy io not en t:t-'vlea. to n.n :u; sm-.ll1C'-' O.:. n ..~. ... l2c .... n .... c on t h;. grounds of reci pt· oc i ty, a.n · ii' ~o, in e.ll f' airnc ns t'his license sho"tlJil be granted, and on ti1c so r.rounio clone, 
and at the carlieot possible do.to • 

Yours Jim orcl :, , 

• 



Ju1y 2C, 1922 

Governor ·;;o. :J. ~te! hens, 
~oras~.nnto, C~l if orn ia.. 

:lle~se "-?ntc1: the J .. of! .\n~~lcs ~ires d .il~ for 

-·r .r ..... - . ,.,. , ·' • .. ..,. , •• • I(':, 

. •• ~n·,~. "~ .:.. , 
on., r" .... ,(, r·0. •n i'', . .. 0 1 .. (' "'·•r,ll1 ' ;-: ~- . .. . ·- . ' ....... .... ' I m vc been · 

C.r•"~'"n J"'1 t""',...-, +.ro _,'"'11 't~~ .,C'! ;,~f.,t.,c .od , .. ..;("'0 e,.'l.•Aoor to ·- ·Ju- ~-., --... .• , -- -· · ........... -·~ _,.,..' -.J-.;;- •-'-, ,l:.~u 

·· ec .... . -· 
'lhcrc " "" .., 0 -~ .. 

Dr. ··~· -, ...;.1. -:n.:.....cJ 

~~· · o -: ~ ~c .icc.l ~minors; t ~at he thin1::n tho tVOrld · p'f 
~ - . , ~ .. • .. ... , ., '~ f .-.r. - · 1 :1 . - .L • - ......... .... _ "' · ' • ... 

•. ,,. t: J. (• .,_ , ... ·- 0 t.._.J • - - 1..- •.._· ~ 
· ~o to an:; ti::li t to secure 

.. , . ~ . ~c . - r . , •• ~- .. 1 .. - n,. J "..; .. ..,J. co ~ •.:.. J)- • ,_ J._.... 0 J ....,_ 
4- - .d . t• .., n~ con ~ orn Jttr; 100. I 

·- -o-'1 , .. 
~- . ·on will no~ t 3::c cffon~o ~t this, fol· I ClO G imply 

-.:::.·l::.L 1 ·~· !. nouli b:~ 'e h i s li~ens.:  erantod. It \'Jill bo an 

e~..:. sy r.l!:. t t er J~ o t :..U:c :;_,r. RrinJ:lov ' ... license if he is . 
unethical u:rter his lie cnoc i~ gr· nt. er1, ll nd it ·wi 11 hurt 
him a. t:rre!l.t deal oore all over the country to havo his 
liconsc revoked thun never to rn.ve11t inonod at all . ~ : ~L  Youro ~1ncere y, 

. 
I 
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DELIVERY HO. 

I 
' 

f'llh C. tslaC Tc~1tam unlcqot h~r ltc: lndl~at~ 611d1Ml ttfl~r t~ num~rol r rd.t:-•~., 11 ~tt~r •'.!i:!:,;." ."'liJhl £dt•r)or•• Ylt"" (,"t'llhl T~l.r•r••ml' 
STANDARD TIMf: INDICATED ON THIS MESSAG£. -

loa sa n n . ..:to6Im 
sacramento c ADg 4 1922 
Col Ed Fletcher 

SaD1ego 

Rave tal ked to 

to make 
Virginia B Albright 

.. 

some . further 1nves1;1gation 



August 4, 1922. 

Hrs. l irginia B. -· lbri c_jlt • 
.Jt : to C 1p i tol, 
-~Cr...l~ cnto, C:llifornl • 

I our t e leL-ra 1 rec ci ved nd I upprac iu te S;J.me. 
:;)r. Brinkley h d a conf'c~ence ·;i th .Doctor s ;_·ulone:;r ~nd 
1 eho yesterd9y, 3nd they assured him ~1ut they were 
... otisfied, a nd t r.1at t he rarr..ors ~l.bout hio as to un-
ethic:ll conl ct 1'10rc ttnfOl'oded., nd Dr. : 'uloney, who 
h:l.r.o cJ1:lrge of t h o L o :J :.ne,•3les investiE-,;?Stion assured 
h im fi,e -;']auld i mr.teCii:lt cly report to Dr • ..? inkb.am. 

n9.rr:] ..8ncall told me personally that the 
precedent h:.ld . been est~blished. m-'lny t lmes, and that 
.Jr. _ inkley wfls entitled to · license. Dr. Brinkley 
has passed the written examin':lti on in .\rl:ansas, Tennessee 
~nd ~onnecticutt, ~d tnru reciprocity has a license to 
~r3ctise in Dtnsas and Illinois I believe. 

'hcJ oannot ~ind o:1e single fla.\'1 in :Dr. 
Brinkley• c ' lica.~ion for license, but it is only 
pre jud. ice, and I lena tV that Dr. Br inkloy is entitled to 
his license. It hus been '?:.·omised mo, ~nd no action 
nus been ~u1~en. 

I do not feel that he is beine treated .right 
!lnd I am in a position to state that in a short time· Dr. 
Brinkley ·.:oill uroceed to oandamns the Board of JJ:ed.ion.l 
..uX· =niners. :::e· till Oi)enly proceed to operate. He YJilJ. 
de:f":,t the Board of .!edical ~miners to hs.ve him arrosted, 
and rJhen arrested there is a .; 100 ,000 bond ready for him 
:from hi3 Los .lllgeles friends.; !llld, further than that, 
li r!:.·y Ch~ndler [t_ac :had d.etectivee investigating the 
.:.:oerd. of ..... odic :.1 Bz '.!r::; i.r:.ers, and as sure a.s the sun rises 
~nti s ,ets, in x::; opinion I t here ~ ill be the worst political 
cud slinging t hat hu3 ever been pulled off by tho Los 
·ngeles ~ime .s over this Dr. Brinkley affair, and thio is 

somethin!; th t I have all a lone been trying to avoid, 
for the Governor' ::... cal:e. .:.rinkley 9-Dd Chandler mean 
bus inc sc and 'i. uicl: 3.Ct ion is coceaeary. 

Thin latter ie not written as a threat ; 1 t is 
·nritten b] one wbo loYea the liovernor so well he is giving 

1 

l _ , ...... 

~u 6 T o j 
l~ o. V .J3.AJ oright B-4-22 

hio time trJint; to avoid such 
eight • . It io unfortunate; it 
1utvo clioasteroua results. 

a blou-up an I Y~o~ is in •• 
:~.n nnnocoosury and it micht 

I ·f you 1.·1 ill ring U!l Hurry •4noell, he :~ill toll 
you tha·t a procedont hus already been eata1Jliohod und 
there . ia no roason why Dr. Brinkley ahould not have 
hio liconoe. I'f :JOn o.•Jill rinc u .. J r. :?inkha.m, he will 
not deny t hut u procedant hue all·ondy been e stalJlioh~d. 
I h!l.Ve heard all sides of: thio c1ue stion, and I am froo 
to sdmit that 1.10 a mutter of juotioo a.nd equity, Dr. 
BrinY'.J.eJ i~ onti tlod to his liconuo, und on Cl"l wortl. n.s 
a brothar 3hrin.'1r I have said :I will g o the 1lmit to 
help him, for I bnliave in him. 

On rcceip·t of this l!3tter, J~indl  telephone 
the men n bove mont ioned, s.r1.d see if I c -1nnot get 
something definite, for it is goine to be hard for me 
to control tha situution but tt. few uo..:yo mora at the most. 

Yours very t :l'Ul;'/, 

E 'Yi' • ·:I ·I-£ • • ' . ... 
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~u ust 9, 192!;. 

At ten ti on 11rn • .:llbright 

ily d ea.r Gw. ern Ol" : 

Encl'Jned find copy o f telegram I lnYe roociYed 
fro~ Dr. rL~~.:lc:-;. I l:now j"tr.t '.':ha.t i.s golnr to haopen. 
.:.~11-L~ .. y .;ill co:n~encc to o,or~te in Los - ntcles next 
~e:;: . He ·;i 11 ce e.rreeted :tnd Chandler will c;et behind 
h i ::. , .J.n.J. tne1·G ··!ill be 'ln a ttuc J: on the a~lrn inistrution, 

nd :urticuls.rl:y ~he Boo.rd of I.led ical r~miners. :Cnis 
i~ sr:re to ha ppen. Tt is so~ethin ! I b:lve been tryin~ to 
et.::.ll off ~or the f:ake of· . o~crnor StC?hens o.nd f·ailed. 

I !1:!1 frunk t o at1. 1i t my s:~moathies 1.!re with 
D-r . ~.:rin le,, boc ::.:. une I t1:inJ: he h!ls hsd v. rotten deal 
~1:c~ th·3 '"1oa1 .. d o::: :.edic~l ~:mr:11 ncrs, o vinz to 
~r .. ·CI n..'! l :r e j u:l i c ~ • 

P. T. f'IIILLIPS, M .D., Plti:IIIOCHT 
tfiiiH DUILOIHG, DAHl' A CRUlt - - BOARD OF MEOlC).t: EXAMINERS l.EMUC..P ADAMS, M.D., OAJ<LANO 

HAURY V. OrfDWN, M .D., VICC PRUIOC:tt1' 
GUHUAUt 

CIIAifLt:9 D. PINKIIAM, M.D., St:C:.-TAI:AII . 
OUTU:It ULDO., ~.. . FlfAJtc:ISCO 

'GPCCIAL OFriCCIIS 
ttMHIY A. CNCCLL. Cllll:l" ~111:1. 

:U4 rLOOo UUXl., SAil l"riAHCIGCO 
CIIARLI:s P . IIALL\110, A GOCIATI' COUfiiU:L 

300 CAUrormiA ULUO., Loa Am:.tU:G 

\ I STATE OF CALI._F 

J I~ ; t. l{! 

Mrs. Virginia Albright 
Govenor's Office 
2aoif1c Finance Bldg. 
Loa Angeles, Calif. 

Dear Mrs. Albright: 

, 

.. . , 
.. · ~ 

tfARRY C. ALDI:RSON, M .0 . , S..U. F"ANC:ISCO 
HARRY V. BROWN, M.D .• GI.CHDAL£ 
RODCnT A CAMPJJO.L, M .D., Los ANOI:U:I 
LOUIS C. CJfANDLCR, D , 0 ., Len 11 t: :~ 

CYRUS J . GADDI:i, D.O ., OAJoiLAIID 
WJU.IAP.( R MDLOtiY, MD., Lo!J I~ II :S 

PCRCY T. PIIIU.IPS, M.D .. SAIIfA CltUL 
CHARLO> 0 . PitH( HAM, M .D .. S API rn..uoC:I:.C:O 
JOtfrl C. YATCS, M.D., SAl• OICC.O 

* Los Angeles. Calif. 
~ .;... . S T 17 , 1 9 2 2 

·rn the matter of the application of Dr. Brinkley for license to practice medicine and surgery in this state, 
Wbioh application has been pending before the Board of ~edical Examiners for several months, and in coneideretion of the issuance of said license it was considered by the Board 
at the June meeting in San Francisco. By action of the Board owing to various rumors of misconduct on the part of Dr. Brinkley, a committee consisting of I>r • .Pinkham and my-self was appointed to make an independent investigation of these various rumors and charges, and were instructed to sub-mit this report to the Board. 

Dr. Brinkley oeme to California for the purpose of seeing in consultation certain patients, and before com-
ing to California inquiry was made of the Board as to what his rights in this regard here. our chief counsel, Ur. 
Harry Encell, rendered an opinion that in accordance with the Medical Practioe Aot, any regular licensed phyeioian 
from any other state had the right to come to California 
and see and operate for a11y patient providing he was in ac-tual consultation with a regularly linensed physician and surgeon of this state. I am in possession of accurate in-
formation that Dr. Brinkley violated the terms of this opinion and did see approximately forty oases without be-ing in oonsultation with any regularly licensed physician 
o:f this state. On this aocowit, in addition to other ir-regularities in his medical education and state license, it is my opinion as one of the special oommittee to investi-gate these charges that the lioens~ be not issued to Dr. 
Brinkley at this time and further <·onsideration be given this matter at the regular meeting . n October at Sacramento. 

I am writing . thie letter to you that you may be 
apprised of all of the facts regarding this application. 

Very cordi ally 

\'IRM :RR 

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE OFFICE OF YHE BOARD. SACRAMeNTO, CAL. 
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