
air. '!4onty Man sfe ld • 
Tucson. A i zona.. 

Dear ~. Mansfeld:-

September 20th, 1919. 

J!nclosed r; nd clipping. \Vhioh is eelf-
ex!)lanatory, and may be of' in tereet . 

Yours very truly • 

EF/lC~ 

, . .: 
1 * I "' • <f f , ~ .. ' . ... ~ . ~ -

• 

. . 

July 
29th 
1920 

.. 

Ur. Monte !Jans:feld ~ 
1.16 .Fraser st. 1 

Santa Monica, Cs.lif. 
:My dear Mansfeld: 

Have reoeived word ·fl~ .om El Paso, Texas that the1 want to race this november to Tucson, Ajo Yuma and San Diego. 
What is the name a.nd initials o:f the 

Ooun~· Highway Commissioner who ~ivee at Ajo. a mighty :fine chap \1ho ~ea ted us ~rwhi te" when we were· t~ere. He is one o£ your oommi eeiona·rs. 
. Do not give any :publicity to this but will Tuooon o oopera te? And ll.j o a .s uoll, in' your opillion? Let me hear from you by return mail., please . 

I iion ' t vrant to start things hera in San Diego and not put them tbru, but El Paso ie sick of Phoenix and have made up tl1eil· minds t he3 want .to play the g.ame with San Die go . 

Yours very truJ.y~, 

• 



.. 

~ a AuTHORIZED SALES ~ SERvt.cE 
AND 

Ford son. 
TRACIOR 

Col. Ed Fletcher, 
Fletcher Bldg., 
San Diego, Calif. 

My dear Fletcher: 

r!lJG 
u o .l . ~ O . . 

• 

LINCOLN 
MOTOR CARS 

August s, 1922. 

I am in receipt of communication from Mr. F. Allison 1n which he states you have earnestly urged that we present petition to the Poard of Supervisers, Pima County, for the com-pletion of the TUcson, Yuma, San Diego road. As you well lmow, we have .this petition on hand with more than sufficient signaw tures, but I do not believe that we can present same at this time on account of legal obstacles which would prevent the f'loating of the bonds should they be voted. 
The taxable wealth o:f our C0unty is not as large as last year and due to this condition, we find ourselves already bond-ed over the legal limit o:f 4% of the wealth. Ho\Vever, do not let this discourage you as we are endeavoring to find means to overcome this obstacle and our program will eventually be car-ri·ed t ·o a successful conclusion, although at not as early a date as we would like. 
For your information I might state that we have organized · a propaganda committee to combat the passage of the two and a lf million road bond issue contemplated at the coming election from Phoenix to Blythe and believe we. will snow it under. At the same time this committee is working very hard to see the early completion or the road from Rodeo to Yuma via Tucson and Phoenix as promised by the Governor and State Engineer in the early part of April. Confidentially, politics 9-I'e play-ing a very large part in the road program and I doubt whether we will be able to secure the designation of this as a pri.mary road until after the election. 
Kindly treat this le·tter confidentially, as I know you will, and accept Jrr1 very best wishes for your continued suc-cess. 

very truly,. 

. , ___ .,..,, ,, 

• 

.~ ~ 

.. 

I 

• J • 

., 

• 

• • • • . 
: 
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/ 
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August 7, 1922. 

( 
I 

' 
I '• . 
~·· Monte Ltanaf'ield, .Tu.oson, Arizona. 

. · . .. . MY doar Mnnefeld: 
1Ughty glad to get your letter of the 

3d and the infonnation therein contained. The letter 
will be kept confidontial. 

. I sent state engineer J.Io.ddock and his VJife in 
IDJ' maoh ine from San Diego to Yuma. in 6 house and a ha 1.±' hours 

· last suma.y, and Maddock c amo out vory enthli.siast ic ally 
' 

' • . . 

for 013 san Diego -Yuma r cad. 
Q-lad to know that you are going to kill the 

~hoan  to Blythe 2-1/2 million dollar bond issuo. 

EF:KLM 
' . i 

I 

I 0 

Vlith kind personal regards . I am 
Sinoerely your a. 

• 

... 



ueptombe 6 1922. 

llr. .dante l afeld, 
Tuason., Arizona 

~ de ~ nsfelfl: 

• 

• 

I s 1i ·hty glad to rot your 1e tter of the lst. 
~ he , uto Clttb o ... Jouthern Californi ll!l never authorized 

o • lOltJe the oroation of llllY branch organizations, and 
I afraid it is out of the qucatlon. 

There is 1 llo lo~er, a. pla11 for tour on~J. e tion 
Ttr1o \70 s ago, at my re uest, the Ch mber O·f' Commeroe, invitod 

a present tivea of sl.l ho o1·g nizations i the oi ty to i et 
at the ct. bar of Comrr.e ae. hor.e I outlined a plan to them 
of n organization a·long the bo derland oute th plan ~oine 
as follo 's: 

That three-year aontr ot signed \V th eaoh oolil!OOrcial 
, 

organizat ~on in each town interested, from El aso to San ie~o, 
· hereby definite mo~nth ·y paymont· ~C e aaaured to ma ntain and 
DBn machine ontinuou~ly on the road between san Diego 
and ~  so, Albuquerque, nd 1 ter onJ possibly, to Fort 
''forth and .Ka sas City, put ing out literature in 11 the hotels 
and g-a age , and ge t ng 11 kinds of ublic y vi - · hie 
headquarte sat ho Chamber of Commerce of each a·ty, nd having 
the organiz tion take the raapons b ·lJ.ty for see·n,. that thoro 

e a auffioi nt n - ber o - g21s and· oi a ·tto a, lso restuarants 
a o .. ·tho o te, art cul rly across the desert, nd showing on 
our circu ar • or 1 terature, the -looa ons for Euch au 1 os, 

~ · at noes. e to, and particular y a d pr noipally to get Bl tho 
,g rages to boost or the Southern route. Thin ~ houl  inol de 

...... - ..... nix·, a.nd l ·ttins the tour st t ·o hi olloice or rou es 
e the by su er or d G obe to oon .on th ce o Yuma, 
or vin Do .1 s. Bis ee n.d Tucson, jo to Yu 

• \ 110 d a ·1ne me otlD ·. imous ly end or sed my 
1 , and ~ a ·ked fo a ropre entat v of one from oaoh o n-

iza io to ot o our comm1 Tho c omm tt s p o · nted, 
represent nu th ot n ·c as , llerch ts a •n, . ter -

on Aes n, Cl r 3 House se'n, Ch mber of Commoroe, uto 
eo' s t uto Trnal::in .,. sa' 

• 



-2 -

an or ani~a-t..ion such as I have outlined, and I am writine you 
this letter in strict confidence, and I t?ant to know what you 
thilli: of it and nhtlt suggestiohs you bave to make . 

• o.r.1 sure I can get Imperial V.1lloy to eo and do 
likewise .. .:\bOY c ull things , :1e w ~ t to kill that ~ , 500,000 
l·oni l ~o ~ o Blythe , :ror we :feel 1 t is simply paralleling 
an existing road t!lat is already f ina need to Yuma and San Diego 
und. Los .Ane_:elas , and t11ere is no uoo ylacing an added burden 
on the pee ple .of' J.ri~n..~ to build ~n  r.ulintain a parallel 
route , partioulnrl:? as t!la route viu Ynma materially · ~.fit  
gnd develops Ario;..ona, milo ~he routo via Blythe ia acro·aa· an 
u.n.b:..·ol:en a sort fo1· 150 rnile ::;. The a t-in~  in d intance does 
not w~rrant it. 

?lease keep this 1e ttor c onfidentisl and lot mo l:now 
t l~t :1ou have in mind, and ~ at ~ ou .think of my plan. 

--
.. . 

•'\ ·-

\ 

Ve;:y oinc oraly yours, 

. . 

• 

I 

·. 

Blae ,., .. 
NL 

If aone ol 1hese Uun IJmboll 
anura after the dledt (n&UIIkr of 
.otda) this II 1 ldegra. Otbet· 
.tsattJ cbaracur llllldlated 111 the 
lt'lftbol•ppurtnll after 1ba check. 

}WEST 
TEL 

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRDICIKHT 

I • -

-

AM 
GEORGE W. E. ATKINS. FIRST ~~~C ~ 

RECEIVED AT 341 PLAZA, SAN DIEGO. CALIF. ALWAYS OPEN. 

- . ' 
. .. 

COLONEL ED . fLETCHER 3(}9 
• SANDin;Q CALIF 

. . 

• 

Blue 
Nlte 
JIL 

II 110ne ol these lbm trmboll 
lppe3ll efta' tile cflec:k (aumbet of 
nrds) thb II a tdrgram. Otha· 
.U.II:s chlractu II flldlcmd 111 lbe 
QftlboiiP9tallna alter U:c chcct. 

PM 3 

E ~ . T9 ~ VE, A Tl:fOUSAND : DOLLARS .. iN ~ . TONIGHT WORKING 

QUIETLY FOR ANOTHER . THOUSAliD VIILI. TALK ' TO BUXTON THIS AFTERNOON .. . . . . . . . . 

NO PUBLICITY ' Of . ~  'HERE 
• .. • ' 1 • . . 

MONTE MANSFELD• 
1 

I 

, 

. . - ...... - • . . 

• ___ , __ _ 
.. -· . . ... 

, 

• 
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• 

• 

. 
Mr. Uonta L!n.nsfold. 
'J!ucson. ·A1•1 zona. 
Yy deer Mr. tmsfeld: 

. 

l 

Ootober 
Seven teentll 

l 9 2 3 
• 

Inol o2ed f!!'l :! confident ia.l. lot tar from 

·Buxton. 

Let me kn.ow ·rho.t the ~e l ::'eats aro. 
ROW a ou~ thc.t Be!laon. TomiJBtona. I.ordoburtr CU.t-of:f? 

'llha t ·ere the;,r do in~ · to ~ r  rushing that vrork? 

If you still n~o  Douglas and. Bisbee on the 

Cnsa.. Grat'Jde•Gilc. Bend Cut-oi':r, I mi llt be able t<) il.e:!.p 

you. Ferba .. ps you don't \va.nt them • 

\11th kind regards. 

vary ainoeroly yours • 

EF:A!I 

• 

• 

.. 

• 



• 
• 

- ~ • ,. II - -~ 

-~ ... . 0 ':"1 • • ""\ • ..... .. .., ...... 

I • e \ 

' , 

• 

our~ ~ r ~- truly, 

.. 

.Y:iYiU AUTHORIZED E ~ SERVICE 

AND 

Ford son. 
TRACTOR 

Col . Ed Fletcher, 
Fletcher !3ldg. , 
San Diero, Calif . 

cl lb 
'fUCSON,AHI ZONA 

My dear Col. Fletcher: 

LINCOLN 
MOTOR CARS 

January 30, 1924. 

I heg to acknowledge receipt of your favor en-
closing newspaper clipping and photographs of the highway 
markers. I certainly am p.lad to see that the people of 
San Diego have awakened to the valuarle work which you have 
been doing for them in shov.,ing their appreciation by the 
placing of a tehlet in the milestone erected in San Diego as 
a tribute to your worthy efforts. If we had one Col. Fletcher 
for each state in the Union, our road problems would be solved. 

_ .. _ 

I am f!.lad to learn that yourself end party will be 
leavinr- San Diego on the 6th for a trip over the Gila Bend and 
Case Grande road and your request that we meet you at Casa Grande. 
I would be pleased to have you wire me ~our itinerary, inasmuch 
as you state in a P.S. at the bottom of your letter that your 
address ... ~·oul  1"'e Hotel P.E1ams on TUesday. I was just wondering· 
if you were going to Phoenix first or were going to run up from 
Gjla Pend to Casa Grande before going to Phoenix. 

I met Mr. Watkins, Recretary of the Phoenix Chamber 
of Commerce at our annual Chamber of Commerce banquet here day 
before yesterday and urin~ the course of the conversetion he 
showed me a type written program that had been adopted by the 
Road Committee of the Phoenix Chamber of Commerce and as usual, 
the program had r.ut one thing in mind, and that as ever before, 
and I presume as it will ever he, was PHOENIX. I asked ~~r. 
Watkins how ttey expected our aood friends in Cochise County, 
who incidently are the second larges t tax payers in the State of 
Arizona, would l"e reconciled to such a Ptrogram as his Road Com-
mittee had outlined. and h is reply was 'that they did not firure 
t.hev had to reconcj.le any one" - truly a Phoenician answer, and 
~at in  ~nin a new men in tho Salt ~ iver Valley has certainl. 
wonderful a'h:l.lity for acquirinF the habits of the countr,r, or 
a umin~  them as it were. 

The propram called for a north and south road from 
Nogales to the Grand Canyon, with~ whi h I think the whole State 
of .Arizona agrees as it is raqly n ~ e e , nnd then an east ond st 



I 

• 

{ 

Col . Fletcher W 2 . 

road throu~h the central part of the State from the East to 
Phoenix and her.ce to Yuma and another road fr"om t he Spr•ingel"-
v;lle country to -the centr al route also to come i nto Phoenix • 

. 
I do not rlame Phoenix for wanting all the roads 

that they can get, but before entering into new . pacts and 
agreements , it mi~ht ~e well for them to fulf i ll the old one s . 
I :firmly relieve the Blithe roa.d proposit i on i s dead and that 
t he people of the Salt River Valley at l est realize the im-
nossirility of the completion of their pro.·ect for many years 
wl:ich I know t-·ill ,...e geed nev!s to you , who hav·e put so man:v 
yea1 .. s into herd '!fork to he.ve the tr'ave 1 come via Yuma where 
it reall~ relon~ . .. . 

The road orooosition from Casa Grande to Gila Bend . . ~ 

is coming along nicely , in fact, I rnie:ht say wonderful , con-
sidering the very meager finances that Smi th has had to work 
~ith . The road is not e ~oo  r oad , nor can we expect it to 
be at ttjs t ime, rut it is laying a foundation by establish-
ing e ri ~ht-of-wa v wh:ich in time to come will have to b e 
recognized and ul ti=natel:v result in the construction of a fir'st 
class A type dirt road ruilt on the present foundation of the 
rourzh grade no e in~ constructed. 

I selected a group of ~-~ otor Trades men from Tuc s on 
who t ravel over this road from here to Gi la Bend , pi cking 
Smith uo st Case Grande and then returning v ia Gilli spie Dam 
ana Phoenix. I was detsined at the last minute and could not 
accompany t"1is group of men , 'hut received a rep_ort a t our 
monthlY meetin~ ast ni,fht . The road is not a boulevar d ; 'in 
fact, it is rough, rut I did not expect anything else and · can-
not unless ufficient funds h ave reen provided for bett er con-
struction. · 

Please advise me exactly your contemplated trip and 
I will ~e verv pleased to join you at some oin~ an  talk over 
road matters and have the pleasure of your company for a few 
hours. 

With very ~e t personal regards, beg to remain 

v ~ •• Ut ll. 

"" l t • • ·--. 

. ~ ~------- .................. --~............, 

1dr. tron.t e J~ n fel  • 
Tucson. Arizona. 

Uy dear llonte: 

Pebruary 8, 1924. 

· ·. Inolosed fi.nd copy of c onfi denti a1 lat ter 1D 
Mr. Cle!D9nte, t hat i s explanatory. 

we really need a f und of ~ .  to put that 
road ln ~ha e. 

, ~ I \Vas amazed to see whc.t Smith lma a ccompl!s.hod. 
Don t mate the .trip over the roml f or ten cln.yo or two 
weeks • U.'l til Sm! th tells you to • It i s the greates t 
p1eoe of road ·work f or the least money that r ever saw 
in my- ~ife. 

~  made the trip from Tucson to Gila Bend i n fl ve 
hours and fifteen minutes running time. and only t\vo hour s 
and f ifteen mlnutea from !J3.ricope. to Gila Bend. 

We will have evory :foot of t he road built Goodman 
SSJ'B, Glla . Bend to Ynma by t h e SOth o.f June next. rt i s 
262 miles Tucson to Ywm. Oar runn! ng tlme was ton hours 
and when the roads are 1n good oond1 t ion 1.7e 11 mo.ke it 
eas11y !n eight. 

I thank you kindly f or your man,- courtesi es and 
we are go1Dg to give you a roal tloa when you coma • to san 
Dlego. 

Slnoerecy. 

your frie nd. 

• 
EF: AH 

~ s. 
I 

I don't. o.dvlce any publial 'ti' wb:ltever. 
• 

• 
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February 27. 1924. 

llr. Uonte tte.nsfeid, 
Tucson, Arizona. 

l.!Y dear l!ansfeld: 

rlhat if' being done tonarde raising tho 

fund promised for tha Casa. Grande-Gila. Bond road? lb7e 

you sent any monoy over to Clements yet? 

El Centro has alrec!dY sent f..SOO . Yuma about 

$ZoO end the balance of the money plodged is needed 

at an osrl.y date. 

Let me hear £rom you. at your conven!enco·. 

Yonr s very trul:v, 

.Eli-' : !J.l.l 

• 

. . ' 

.· 

• • 

• 

Ur. Yonte ena~el , 
Tucson, Arizona.. 

li7 dear I.Tansfeld: 

For the .love of W.ke, t:i17 didn't you 
boys come across end send tbat money aver to Casa 
Grande a.s yromised? 

! got a copy of' a letter ur1tten to 
A. H. coztdron by Smith. You lmd be "utel" ~aa  it . 
It i o a. cri£18 that Gila Bend bridge 1s not buil.t. 
and it is o. erl.roo that he msn•t the, ame.l1 amount 
of funds to fix ·the worst plaoeo. 

Smith w1•1 tas: 
I 

"It took me exaatly two hours end forty-
fi ve minutes to tnke t1w run :from co.aE:. Grande 
to Gila Bend. Tlw road is pueki ng -r~ir.ly iie~l 
but · in places is dusty !Uld chuclcy. If we llad 
o. good rain and the roo.d coul<l be dreg,n:ed , I be-
liove we oonld o.vero.rre thil•ty miles an hour. 
There is stUl room :for i~ ~ovement .. I:f Tucson 
\rou1{1 only como corosa. I could put tw<» or tluaee 
man down there for a couple o :f ~ a el:a and i'i 11 up 
the :orst 01111Ck holeS • n 

Please let me hear from you at an 
early date . 

You:r. .. 3 very t ruly, 

, 

• 

• 



TRACTOR 

AUTHORIZIED SALES ~ SE:RVI ,CE 
N ·l ~J MOTOR CARS 

'1' 

you, and tr11 t that yo \•til take the mo.tter 
U!l \V .. th ::>tan. 1· tohell and your Board of 
Directors. 

If suah a t1ing i~ feasible I can 
assure you tl1at tl1e !i'ucaon .;otor ''radee is 
ready and till ·ng to go aheau and fo~rm a.n 
organ _za.ti on and solicit 1emberships, and · _ 
kno\v posit ·vely that 't e \'/ill have the co-
operation of Doug ast .Bisbee and lfogales, as 
v1all as Tucson, and in all probability many 
men1bera £rom the northern to 1ns, as it is fully 
appreciated that the 1ork done by your organiza-
tion stands at the to in benefits to r11embere 
and ~ or  acoomplished. 

I have not made a careful survey of 
the situation as r ,ege.rda the probable number of 
members \Vhioil ~ e could prooure, but believe a 
oon ervative estimate \'lould be a thousand, l1.ioh 
oould be procured within the first six uonths . 
An affiliated organization of this :ind v1ould 
also ~ o much for bringing the people of California 
and rizona a little closer together, and I am uret 
if "there is nothing to prevent suoh action being 
taken by your aonstitution and by-laws, that your 
people vtould heartily support and encourage suah 
an association·. · 

~han 'ing :v.ou very kindly for rthatever 
in ormation you may be in position to ·v~e me, 
and v1ith beat persona regards to yourself , ant 

Very, truly 

t 

-. 
·-
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