
OetobGr l'3tb~ 1939 

lb-. Jean 1!h V. Oat tier 
40 'Vall Street 
New York City 

Dear Yr. Oattie.ra 

1 underatand that lb-. Song1er will arrive 
to-morrow~ and I am therefore enclosing a short 
memorandum for your information as well as tor 
his. 

I sbould be very gla.d it you oould set an 
early date to:r tb.e proposed interview w1th 2b" .. 
Serngier. It wou.l.4 the» be possible -perlla:P$ to 
have a. aeeond. inter'vt.ew, if neeer:u3ary, before 
Mr. Songier le vea,. and. I might arrange for him 
to meet the Head of the Physioa Department at 
Colun1bia University and othera who are inter~&ted 
in the Tuture of u:raniu.m. 

Youro a.incerely, 

(lreo Sz !lard) 



Mr. Jean EoV. Cattier 
40 Wall Street 
New York City 

Dear T~r. Cattier: 

Hotel King's Crown 
420 W st 116th Street 
New York City 

October 18th, 1939 

Today I have been advised that the Administration in 

Washington decided to concern itself ~ ith the questions arising 

out of tho experirr1ents on uraniurr., of which I spoke to you. A 

committee has been appointed, and I have been asked to submit 

reco~nendations to this committee at a meeting which is being 

held on Saturday at Washington, D.C. Undoubt~dly the question 

of a potential $upply of urani~~ ore from Belgian Congo will 

come up for diseussion. For this reason I wonder whether it 

would not be ad~isable for me to see Mr. Seogier before I sub-

mit any recommendations. 

Yours ver,Y sincerely, 

(Leo Szilard) 



T~, ~ean E.V. Cattier 
40 Wall Street 
!lew York City 

Dear Mr. Cattier= 

October 18th, 1939 

I feel that I ou ht to inform you of tha followinga 

Some of my oolleagues decided that the ldministration of this 

country ought to be 1nfol"P1EH1 of ~he resul ta of our \YOrk on uran1um, 

a.nd that certain recowm6ndatione in t 1i t:"i c<,>nncotion should be made 

to the Adr.linietra.tion. Aa a result of their action the Pre,sident has 

p ! ointed a small committee in order to study the issue and to ad

vise the Pre ident with regard ~o takin~ such action as might app$ar 

apvropriate. The committee will meet this Saturday in ~ashington , 

and I have been asked to submit a report and to make eertain recommend-

ationa. 

One of the questions hioh ill almost certainly com~ up for 

discussion ie the potential possibility of obtaininG uranium ore from 

Belgian Congo for the purpose of eatabliahin· a Government stock, 

poes1bly ith the proviso that neither radium nor uranilll!l be mark

eted by the Government. In the oi:r.ou·nstanaes. I wonder whether it 
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would not be advisable for me to see Mr . Sengier before I leave for 

Washington. If you think that such an interview would be useful ~or 

clarifying the issues, would you be good enough to communicate the 

content of this letter to Ur. Sengier and let me know if' Yr. Sengier 

can see me before Friday night, 

You. could reach me over the telephone at my hotel or leave a 

message there in my absence. You could . also leave a. message f<r me 

in the Physics Department of Columbia University with Professor Pe

gram's secretary. 

May I ask you to treat this information as confidential and not 

to communicate its content to any third person with the exception of 

Mr. Sengier. 

Yours very sincerely, 
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