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NOTE TO THE EINSTEIN CORRESPONDENCE FILE IN THE LEO SZILARD 
PAPERS: 

Attached are various copies of various drafts of the letter 
that Szilard drafted and which Einstein signed and sent to F.D. 
Roosevelt on 2 August 1939. 

There is no facsimile of the actual letter that was mailed 
to Roosevelt in the szilard papers, but there is a facsimile in 
the Harold Urey papers {Box 29, folder 9). This facsimile was 
distributed with the first-day-of-issue Einstein stamp in 1966. 
The Szilard papers do contain retyped copies of the final version 
and are here attached. The original of the letter sent to 
Roosevelt resides in the FDR papers at Hyde Park, New York. 

One of the photocopies in the szilard papers is annotated 
"do not photocopy". The signed original of this version, which 
is not the version actually sent to Roosevelt, was in the Szilard 
papers when they were first deposited at UCSD. It was later sold 
by Szilard family members and ultimately purchased by Malcolm 
Forbes. 

Further description of the various drafts of the letter to 
Roosevelt can be found on p. 94, v. 2, of Szilard's Collected 
works, together with a transcription of Szilard's original letter 
to Einstein in German from which the Roosevelt letter was 
adapted. 



F. D. Roosevelt 
Pres~dent of the United States 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 
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Albert Einstein 
Old Grove Rd. 
Nassau Point 
Peconic, Long Island 

August 2nd, 1939 

Some recent work by E. Fermi and L. Szilard, which has been com­
municated to me in manuscript, leads me to expect that the element uran­
ium may be turned into a new and important source of energy in the im­
mediate future. Certain aspects of the situation which has arisen seem 
to call for watchfulness and, if necessary, quick action on the part of 
the Administration. I believe therefore that it is my duty to bring to 
your attention the following facts and recommendations: 

In the course of the last four months it has been made probable -
through the work of Joliet in France as well as Fermi and Szilard in 
America - that it may become possible to set up a nuclear dhain reaction 
in a large mass of uranium by which vast amounts of power and large 
quantities of new radium-like elements would be generated. Now it 
appears almost certain that this could be achieved in the immediate 
future. 

This new phenomenon would also lead to the construction of bombs, 
and it is conceivable - though much less certain - that extremely power­
ful bombs of a new type may thus be constructed. A single bomb of this 
type, carried by boat and exploded in a port, might very well destroy 
the whole port together with some of the surrounding territory. However, 
such bombs might very well prove to be too heavy for transportation by air. 

The United States has only very poor ores of uranium in moderate 
quantities. There is some good ore in Canada and the former Czechoslovakia, 
while the most important source of uranium is Belgian Congo. 

In view of this situ~tion you may think it desirable to have some 
permanent contact maintained between the Administration and the group of 
physicists working on chain reactions in America. One possible way of 
achieving this might be for you to entrust with this task a person who 
has your confidence and who could perhaps serve in an inofficial capacity. 
His task might comprise the following: 

a) to approach Government Departments, keep them informed of the 
further development, and put forward recommendations for Government action, 
giving particular attention to the problem of securing a supply of uranium 
ore for the United St ates; 
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b) to speed up the experimental work, which is at present being car­
ried on within the limits of the budgets of University laboratories, by 
providing funds, if such funds be required, through his contacts with 
private persons who are willing to make contributions for this cause, and 
perhaps also by obtaining the cooperation of industrial laboratories which 
have the necessary equipment. 

I understand that Germany has actually stopped the sale of uranium 
from the Czechoslovakian mines which she has taken over. That she should 
have taken such early action might perhaps be understood on the ground 
that the son of the German Under-Secretary of State, von Weizsacker, is 
attached ~o the Kaiser-Wilhelm-Institut in Ber~in where some of the 
American work on uranium is now being repeated. 

Yours very truly, 

(Albert Einstein) 
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COPY OF MEM>RANOOM OF IEO SZILARD j DAniD AUGUST 15, lo/9, SUBMI'ITED TO THE PRESIDENT 
______________ OCTOBER 1939 

August 15, 1939 

Much experimentation on atomic disintegration was done during the pest five 
years, but up to this year the problem of liberating nuclear energy could not be 
attacked with any reasonable hope for success. Early this year it became known that 
the element uranium can be split by neutrons. It appeared conceivable that in this 
nuclear process uranium itself may emit neutrons, end a few of us envisaged the 
possibility of liberating nuclear energy b$ means of a chain reaction of neutrons in 
uranium~ 

Experiments were thereupon performed, which led to striking results. One has to 
conclude that a nuclear chain reaction could be maintained under certain well defined 
conditions in a large mess of uranium. It still remains to prove this conclusion by 
actually setting up such a chain reaction in a large-scale experiment. 

This new development in physics means that a new source of power is now being 
created. Large amounts of energy would be liberated, and large quantities of new 
radioactive elements would be produced in such a chain reaction. 

In medical applications of radium we have to deal with quantities of grams; t~e 

new radioactive elements could be produced in the chain reaction in quantities cor­
responding to tons of radium equivalents. While the practical application would in­
clude the medical field, it would not be limited to it. 

A radioactive element gives a continuous release of energy for a certain period 
of time. The amount of energy which is released per unit weight of material may be 
very large, and therefore such elements might be used-- if available 1n large quan­
tities -- as fuel for driving boats or airplanes. It should be pointed out, however, 
that the physiological action of the radiations emitted by these new radioactive 
elements malres it necessary to protect those who have to stay close to a large quan­
tity of such an element, for instance the driver of the airplane. It may therefore 
be necessary to carry large quantities of lead, end this necessity might impede a 
development along this line, or at least limit the field of application. 

Large quantities of energy would be liberated in a chain reaction, which might 
be utilized for purposes of power production in the form of a stationary power plant. 

In view of this development it may be a question of rlational importance to 
secure en adequate supply of uranium. The Uhited States has only very poor ores of 
uranium in moderate quantities; there is a gbod ore of uranium in Canada where the 
total deposit is estimated to be about 3000 tone; there ~Y be about 1500 tons of 
uranium in Czechoslovakia, which is now controlled by Germany; there is an unknown 
emount of uranium in Russia, but the most important source of uranium, consisting ot 
en unknown but probably very large amount of. good ore, is Belgian Congo. 

It is suggested therefore to explore the possibility of bringing over from 
Belgium or Belgian Congo a large stock of pitchblend, which is the ore of both radium 
and uranium, end to keep this stock here for possible future use. Perhaps a large 
quantity of this ore might be obtained as a token reparation payment from the Belgian 
Government. In taking action along this line it would not be necessary officially to 
disclose that the uranium content of the ore is the point of interest; action might 
be taken on the ground that it is of value to secure a stock of the ore on account 
of its radium content for possible future extraction of the radium for medical pur­
poses. 

Since it is unlikely that an earnest attempt to secure a supply of uranium will 
be made before the possibility of a chain reaction has been visibly demonstrated, it 
appears necessary to do this as quickly as possible by performing a large-scale ex­
periment. The previous experiments have prepared the ground to the extent that it 
is nov possible clearly to define the conditions under which such a large-scale ex­
periment would have to be carried out. Still two or three different setups may have 
to be tried out, or alternatively preliminary experiments have to be carried out with 
several tons of material 1f we want to decide in advance in favor of one setup or 
another. These experiments cannot be carried out within the limited budget which was 
provided for laboratory experiments in the pest, end it has now become necessary 
either to strengthen--financially and otherwise--the organizations which concerned 
themselves with this work up to now, or to create some new organization for the pur­
pose. Public-spirited private persons who ere likely to be interested in supporting 
this enterprise~ould be approached without delay, or alternatively the collaboration 
of the chemical or the electrical industry should be sought. 
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The investigations were hitherto limited to chain reactions based on the action 
of slow neutrons. The neutrons emitted from the splitting uranium are feat, but they 
are "SlOwed down in e mixture of uranium and a light element. Fest neutrons lose 
their energy in colliding with atoms of a light element in much the same way as a 
billiard ball loses velocity 1n a collision with another ball. At present it is en 
open question whether such a chain reaction c~ also be made tolOrk with fast neutrons 
which are not slowed dowu. 

There is reason to believe that, if fast neutrons could be used, it would be 
easy to construct extremely dangerous bombs. The destructive power of these bombs 
can only be roughly estimated, but there is no doubt that it would go far beyond all 
military conceptions. It appears likely that such bombs would be too heavy to be 
transported by airplane, but still they could be transported by boat and exploded in 
port with disastrous results. 

Although at present it is uncertain whether a fast neutron reaction can be made 
to work, from now on this possibility will have to be constantly kept in mind :tn view 
of its far-reaching military coThqequences. Experiments have been devised for settling 
this important point , ru1d it is solely a question of organization to ensure that such 
experiments shall be actually c~rried out. 

Should the experiments show that a chain reaction will work with f~~ neutrons, 
it would then be highly advisable to arrange among scientists for withholding publi­
cations on this subject. An attempt to arrange for withholding publications on this 
subject has already been made early in March but was abandoned in spite of favorable 
response in this country end in England on account of the negative attitude of cer­
tain French laboratories. The experience gained in March would make it possible to 
revive this attempt whenever it should be necessary. 

Leo Szilard 
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L. S L- ilard 
Pariserstr. 58. 

P~of . A. ~instein 

Sehr verehrter Perr Professor, 

Bln. den l Nov.- 26. 

vor eini gen Tagen habe ich an me inen jin-

geren Bruder Dr . Ing . A.Szilard Wien geschrieben urn eine unverbindli-

che F J.hlungnahme mit der Bamag-Me:rkguin A. G. Berlin e inzulei ten . 

-

Sie ·rinden bei geschlossen den ~urchschl ag meines ~riefes. Mein Bruder 

hat diesen Brief an den Generaldirektor H. Peiser weitergeleitet . ( Ich 

{1' 

kenne ihn zwar lJersonlich aus der Gesellschaft zo g aber diesen".Ui enstvreg 

vor) 

Ihr sehr ergebener 
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Sir a 

As of a discussion among phys_i,-iets which 

took place at m,y house last week on the initiative of 

Dr. E.P. Wigner of Princeton University I consider it 

to be my duty to draw your attention to a new and impor­

tant development in the field of physics. It would seem 

that some of the almost certain immediat conse~ences of 

this new development may re~ire imm iat action on the 

part of the Administration and I shall attempt to indicate 

along what lines such action might perhaps be taken. 

It has been recently discovered that there is an 

abundant emission of neutrons f'rom uranium when this element 

is exposed to a neutron radiation. Consequently it is being 

suspected that under certain specific conditions several 

tons of uranium massed together might be induced spontanously 
~J v1~tJe o~ a ~~ecle2r c~ai~ reaction 

to liberate large amounts of energy. This would lead - accor-

ding to circ8mstancee - either to explosion or to a continious 

supply of heat. The discovery of the neutron emission was made 

early in March independently by Dr. E. Fermi and Dr. L. Szilard, 

both working at Columbia University, and simultanously also by 

Joliot working in Paris. Since then Dr. Fermi and Dr.Szilard 
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carried out jointly certain experiments which are not yet published 

but which . e brought to my notice. These new experiments make it 

appear as practical certain that conditions will be found in the 

immediat fUture in Which nueclear chain reaction can be maintained 

in a large mass of uranium. If facilities can be found ·which may 

bJ required for carr.ying out experiments with tons of material rather 

than with kilogramms it should be possible to demonstrate the large 

scale liberation of nueclear ener~in a ver~ near future. 

It is evident that not only a new source of energy would thus 

be created but also that the chain reaction would yield large quan­

tities of radioactiv alements which might be used not only for medi­

cal purposes but perhaps also as a light fuel for driving vessels 

such as for instance submarines. It is to be expected that as soon 

as these new developments become public knowl dge certain powers will 

attempt to secure stocks of the very rare ore of uranium the chief 

source of Which is at present Belgian Congo. Moreover if it Should 

become possible not only to maintain a chain reaction - this appears 

now to be almost certain - but also to maintain a chain reaction 

without slowing down the neutrons - this is still an open question 

at present - it would then be possible to construct bombs the destrue 

tive power _of which would be beyond imagination. Such a bomb might 

be too heavy to be carried by airplan s but not too heavy to be carrie 

by boats and a single bomb of this kind exploded near a port might 

destroy the port together with the surrounding country side. I should 

mention that the possibility of such fast neutron bombs is at present 

more hypothetical than that of the less viol nt applications of the 

6ain reaction. Nevertheless how ver remote this possibility may 

appear it most from now on constantly be kept in mind in view of the 

disastrous consequences to which it might lead. 
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With such possible consequences in mind the publication of 

the discoveries made early in March in this country has been de­

layed for some time b . ·. Dr. Fermi, Dr. Szilard and their colleagues 

and an attempt was made to keep results of this type from being 

published b agreement with the French and English physici 1 

I understand that it proved to be impossible to obtain the consent 

of the French laboratories and as a eonsequeneeof this results are 

now being published in this country without any unusual delay. I 

also understand that an attempt to obtain the cooperation of one 

branch of the mili~ary services was made early in .March but that 

no permanent contacts resulted from this attempt. While at present 

research along this line in this country seems to be well ahead 

o~other countries the American Government is not of this 

development and consequently not in contact with those who work 

in this important field. In contrast to this there appears to be a 

close contact between the German Bovernment ahd those who work along 

a similar line in German laboratories which is perhaps incidental 

to the fact that the son of the Undersecretary of State in Germany, 

von Weisz&cker, is a physicist working at the Kaiser Wilhelm Institut 
being 

tor Chemistry where this line of research 'ts now also/followed up. It 

is perhaps due to this close personal link that Germany which has ad­

vertised the sale of uranium immediately after 1 t has taken over the 

czeChoslovakian mines has since apparently abruptly stopped the sale 

of this material. 

In the circumstances I ftsh to ch-aw your attention to the 

following pointaa 

1) It appears to be desirable that a man Who has your confidence 
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be in constant touch with those who are at present acti~y 

enj~ged in studying nuclear chain reaction. 
':~ 

2) It app6ars to be desirable that private or governmental 

funds be available of required for carrying out experiments 

with several tons of material so as to enable those who work 

on nuclear chain reactions in this country to find out in the 

shortest possible time the vonditions under which such r actions 

can be maintained in uranium. 

3) It appears to be desirable that a large stock of pitchblend 

which is the common ora of both radium and uranium be brought 

over from Belgium or direct trom Belgian Congo and be stored in 

this country for future possible use. 

In taking action along this line it would not be necessary 

to disclose that the uranium content of the ore is the point of 

interest and action might be taken on the ground that it is of 

value to secure the ore on account of its radium content for 

possible future extraction of the radium for medical purposes. 

Perhaps it might be possible to obtain a large quantity of this 

ore as a token reparation payment from the Belgian Government; 

at present this ore is J*actically without commercial value. 

4) It appears desirable that the Belgian Government be advised 

at once of the potential value of the pitchblend in Belgian 

Congo so that it be in the position to prevent the supply of this 

ore to countries which must be considered potential enenmies both 

of Belgium and the United States. 
I am sending the present letter to Dr. L. Szilard with whom 



I am personaljt acquainted with the request of forwarding the 

letter to your office or otherwise bringing the contents of 

this letter to your notice. 

Yours very truly, 

( Albert Ei.stein ) 
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DH. LEo s ·:t;ILAHD 

ZoZt. London SVo~• 
59, Brixton li.ill. 

Lieber Herr ?rof~asor, 

I 

/. i! 

ich mOci·tte Ihuen Gut:c:s t.LUS L·Yncon hericnte:n. 

Der erste Ewm , r1it dem mich der Zufi:~.ll c,ier zusar~~~en~efuhrt hut, 

war fJO .t'ruchtbe.rer Boden fiir unsere Idecn, d~ss es k~u~ viel8r Tiorte 

bedurfte . Er is_t jet·zt eine zrosse f~ttitze :f1:ir rrd. ch unp h .,,,t u. :: . micil 

a.uch -mit \'iells in z-r,·angloser Weis~ be~.;:e.nnt gellii:'J.Cht, inclela ~r uns e in-

fach Beide zum Bssen einlud. Der Zufall will, dass Wells am l3. April 

auf 3 Tage nach Berlir:. kOr>llttt, um bei clir,er VEJram3'tal tung, C:io von 

~rau P:n!~ o:ni :ca "TalJ.er..tin arr~lngiert ,.d.r<l, ei:n.en 1Tort:en.g zu h &.l t 0r.. · 

nic1lt Dettt3ch t: :- i11ll, unc1 Ro ist ef> tlllVer~eicllich, dans de r vrl ~'oll 8~dete 

Turm von B~bel seinen Schatten auf dieGe Begegntalg wirCt. 

Es ist ~ir die Vermittlung der deutschen UebarGet~u~~en der 

neuesten B'li.cher YOn Haldu.ne u . r. .• ::.r1c_;ebotar. worden, woh. e i da•3 Ho~orar 

stellt, ei:n~Jn 'l'eil des Houorarc. ur,_ch eigenem Srmss8ei'l fur die ?i.n ; .. n-

zierunG unGarer A.ktion in dieBem vor bt:r8ite:nden 3tadi1.~a zu ve~w~r..d.eY .• 

~enn eE ~ir also gelingt , die ~eei~n8tan Uebersetzer zu fin den, whre 

aucit f·:ir dt::n vorl;...ufig.::n Ccelclhed: ~ 2·f ;esor.;t . 

Ich ~eld& ~ich bald b~i Innen/ 

Ihr sehr ergeheue~ 
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London , den 22 . III . lS30 . 

Li eber Herr Professor, 

i ch habe soebon 'einen l~nsen ~ief an Sic geschri e b e n und muss Si e no ch o it diesom zTic iten Brief bo~bardiore:~ 

I ch s~iele a~ no hier den Diogenes und ict f ind.e ' We r den Si e .wir das cJ.aubcn , L10t_;<H' :-aen.rcrc ~~ennchcn . Ou OS dar an l i c(;t, de.sa der l.la 'lc t pl<:. t z lx~so nder s gu t :i. s t oder an ci.cn lcort sci'Jri t t en de .... La;!liJGntechnD:, v1ej_ ss :Lch n i ch t ; daa s i cl1 boccr:ei ­dene r a ls Diogene s waer c , ~laube ich kaum . Jun c o e chto i ch aDer e tvra s Oel a uf me i ne Lainpe e;ie s sc::1 unCi. dazurK br auch e i c1:1 lt:t:KXXX:J:l'L~.t i 11re Hilfe . 

Icr~ hatte J:J:m\Jn schon iii J anuar vo::1 ~~ . :~ . :Jr<>.:~:::...f ­ford. c:;es:;_J l .... OCclen , der s i cl1 von der al<:tivcn l)oli t Hc ein y;,:;~1i.::_; ?.'J.:~~)_ce:>: ­GGZOGen hat und s ich i n se i ner fre i en Zeit mi t der Kultu~ J"'i~i -ti v e r Voelker bcs chaGi'tist . Es scl1e i nt h i e :c e i n sanzer 1crcis vo~;. a u s 5 ezoich n e t e n llens chen zu exi s t ieren , v on denen ~i e L:cistcn ~c~r oder ~eniger l ose Bezi chu~gen zur ~abour Pa~ ty haben und , waD 8ir sehr b emerk enswert ers cheint, eincn c;e~issen inner en Zusn~~cn~a~: u nter e i nander . I cl1 moe cl1te so Viole vrie · oeLlicll von il11:.on s :Jl~ oc:·ler una. .wra ilsford hat si ch au.ch freu:t:,ci.lich erwei se oerei.t er:::l~1e:ct, , ,J icll 11i t einigen i n Verbi nch.lJ 6 zu bl" i nr-;en . Da die - --e~1seb.e:1 auf '-~l"L·l: u vo n e i n i t;en Ge.sp r ae cl1en si ch uru::wc3licll E)ir:. Ur teil daru.cber oil(cn :co CYli1e n , ob icl1 von clcr So rt e "b i n , dren e s mehr dar<..i.uf aaJw .. l-1t , vo:i. einer Icie e zu l"eden , als e.L ne Daclle c3.ur cl1zufuelll' en , wclc~·:c ;3 .: . .-.:..:.--_,, ~.io ti v e s i nd u nd vras s onsT, :.11 t a i r los ist , wuerde .icl1 ·.:er·:~ r>.: ... ~ _,:_' • ler;en , d a ss eine auth entiscl e I nfo rmation uc;bor mich i1,_~tft?i/Jif.:~ji..~ VO l" liec;t • 

I cll Y.rerde dal'UJ:l Brailsford b it ten , ~~:lc]l >._i Il1ncm zu i nf orni e r en uncl vracr e se11r f :col1 , nenn Sic sej_nen :):.:le:L nac!1 Lloc._;li cll~cei t balc1_ beant ':ror t on und i 111 nach be c ted ~f:Lsr-cn und Gew~ csen 3 enueGend ausf~ehrlich ueber moi n e Percon inf or~icrcn ko<mnten . 

Ihr sellr erc;ebene:c 
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";'fir \,oll en nun den i:ius s eren RB.hinen d er Organi sa.tio ~ cili 1-

ciern, de:uen Errichtung vorberei tet Yrerden soll . \7ir v.,rerden lhn in 

einer :B'orm beschreiben, die dieser Organismus erst mit der Zeit, D;:e 

nenn er sich voll entfaltet hat , wi rd annehmen konnen . r· ·.ri klich 

keit vird er sich nur schrittweise bis zu einer solchen Ab~escalos­

senheit auswachsen konnen . 

Die erste Stufe . ,h·c.. . 
. ::__.-=-=...:::....:...:: •• ---·-- I 

Der Eachvmcps~ l~i t g liedern des Eundes vrird von den jun -

gen l~enschen gebi l det, j edes Jahr in den obersten Llassen dcr ho ­

heren Schulen ( a lso mit 18- 19 J 2l1ren) , als die "besten" .der El a.sse 

e,usges ondert 1verden . ·ra unter den besten zu verstehen ist und auf 

welche Yfeise ihre Auswahib erfolgt, daruber 1vird noch zu reden s ein. 

Fi.ir den Augenbli c k sei nur so viel gesagt: J~ rwLinscht waren l~enschen 

~~·elche sov1o.L1l des selbsti:indigen Denkens wie auch der Hi:ne;abe fa.hi g 

sind , E'olso gewi sse Eigenschaften des Herzens 1:-rie auch des Intelle ~t 

zugleich besi tzen . Fiir den Augenb~ i ck vvollen 1,;ir annehmen, ·wir be­

sassen das Zaubermittel , um solche Eenschen in den einzelnen Schul ­

kl&,ssen herauszufinden ; sie bilden den l~achviuchs im "Bunde" und 

seien i m folgenden kurz als die "Junioren11 bezeichnet . 

(Eine Ausv;ahl durch die Lehrer, eine Ausvrahl durch die 
11 Ges ells chaft der Freund e des Bm1cles 11 o der den 11 :Bund 11 s el ber V/jrde 

die Gefahr i n si ch bergen , die besten Schi.iler zu liefern, bz1·: . 

in ch~rakt erl i cher oder gar in politischer Tieziehung einseitig zu 

sein . So vollkommen aber aucJ:1 das Zaubermittel sei, es.rrerden bei 

dieser e r s t e n Aus-vva.:i11 sicher viele vort1 Standpunkt des Cha­

rel{ters oder des Intellekts unbrauchbare Elemente 1~1i tgeliefert \ler­

den . Darauf komint es e,ber gar nicht an ; v1ichtig ist ledi r;li ch, d c>.s s 

eine hinreichende A.n~a!ll von Hensc:'len , die ein v:armes Herz und zu­

gleich e i nen ki.ihl en Verstand besi tzen , unter die Jun:i..oren ko:·'lmen . 

Ein gro sser Tei l der u.nbrauchbc..ren Elemente wlbrd# au ch spater von 

sel bst ausgesoj_1dert .) 
Es so l l als eine Ehre gelten , als Junior vom :Bund aufge­

nmmnen zu '\verden . Doch soll der hierzu Ausersehene einen Dienst 

auf si ch nehmen und die i.ibernommene Auf gabe durchfUhren , ehe er 

endgi.il ti g vom J3und aufgenormnen·;Jwi rd. In der AuswaJ1l des "Di en tes n 

soll ihm eine g ro sse l~'reiheit r;elas ·· en vrerden . Der Dienst kann in 

der Verri chtung i rgendeiner Arbei t bestehen , deren Durchf i.ihrung 

eine dem :Bund angehorende Gruppe ubern01r...men hat. Er kann aber e.uch 

in d.er Aneignung eines bes timm ten IJi s s ens oder einer bes tirrua ten 

Fertigkei t innerhalb einer bestimr.1ten :B1 rist bestehen. Die Erler­

nung der Sprache E;ines der J.:'achbarlander innerhal b Jahresfri st \'far e 

ein Beispiel fur einen· so gea:r,teten Dienst . 
Den Junioren wird nun Gelegenheit geboten , einander c;ec;en­

seitig naher kennenzulernen , indem man ihnen Klubr~ume mit Lese­

zimmern und Vortragsra.umen zur Verf~igung st ell t , \ ! O auch eli e ver­

sc.c iedenen Ja..hrga:n(£e miteinander in n2ohe .uerLi.hrune; komi.1en . :;_; · soll 

~ier unter der Leitun c; der Senioren (s . weiter utiten) ihr Interes e 

fur die offentlichen Angelegenheiten geweckt Werden . Sie sollen l er 

nen , ::;elbsta.n<iig zu denken , und dies auf1Gebieten , wo die Leiden­

schaften das klare Denken der meisten llenschen verdunkeln . Sie sol-

1 en e,uch 1 ern en , n i c h t S tellung zu neh:.nen zu Frag en, zu de-

nen sie kein eigenes Urteil haben. 
Um ihren ,. Geist raoc;l ichst lange wandlune sfa.hi c; zu erh2,lten, 

se i es ihnen bis zum 30. Lebensjc.hr ven1ehrt , si ch- wenn u ch nur 

au ss erlich - an eine poli tische ode r l'!elt a.l s chauliche Partei z u 

binden . Dage gen sollen sie reichlich Gelec;enheit haben, sici1 mit 

s arntlichen politischen Stromungen vertraut zu machen, inde n 111an ie 

mit den besten Vertretern der einzelnen :poli tischen Stro1•1U lt;en i 

Eerlihrung bringt . 
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:D:l.e J\mioruu sol1eu ~,11 t cl. r G e ~; a m t m e, s s c c~er 

heranwachsFmden Ju.e;enJ. i~n Al tel' von J.t)-l'::i J2J·1re.n j_n enGen ·l .OlJ tv.kt 
[:;ebracht v;erdcn, ur.Lci dj_e -,~lubl'8.uche sollen auch Z Ll dief;em Z\.:ccJ-:e 
ciie. e1 . :i~s wiro. von cler :.:;;rv,ragu.ne.; ausgecangen , daDs cUe 1::n:;ensivs"e 
erzi e:neri s che Wi:clcune: E:.uf ::;ol. che "\/ei s e erzi el t Yrerd.en k:,_nn . ::.G 
soll nach .. ~oglichkeit auch nach det, Verlar::Jsen d.er hol1eren Sc}wle 
die erzieherische und bildende Arbeit durch personlic 1en Kontekt 
mit den brei -cen Eas[-; en t.mter Zuhilfenahme der Klubrf::LLJ:Je des J~u.m:.es 

~eiter~eflihrt werden. 
Die zweitevstufe. 
Die zweite Stufe. 
--------JBTn-e--cfe1-;--v.richtigsten AcLfgaben ·des :;~;uncles 'ivird eD in d.er 
nc:J1en Zukunft sein, den Junioren zu er·<noglichen, c>.n den Hoc11SCJ:..nle"L 
l.e iterzus~udier en , f~lls sie d~~u sonst materiell nicht in de~ Le~~ 
-r1i:iren . Die studieren.den Junioren 1;e:cden an verhi3,lt:nismi:.:.r:3si rr· vr e­
n j_ e; e n Uni versi te.ten zus.;tmmcmgefasst und lehen in ene;e~ Ge ­
meinschaft :mi teinanderl :Besonciere S eminara und Arbei tsc;emeii ~ochaf­
ten , solche die von der Universit~t und solche, die vorn Bunde selb~ 
unter Lei tune eines Dozenten vor&.nsta.l tet nerden, sol len Grurnen 
von j e 30 - 40 Junioren vere.inie;en . An dies en Arbei tsr;emein;:,~fn:.f t.3n 
sollen nicht nur diG Ane;ehi:iri.s;en des ]3undes teilneh!nen, soncle:rn es 
sollen vom :3und.e auch andere Stude:nten, die durch. ihr ~:o:nnen ·bei 
der Uni vel'S ita t auffc::.ll en, .:mfe;efo rdert \';erden. 

Diese A:cbei ts~erneinsche>.ften t;eben de 1 Ju.nioren G-elec;en ­
llei t, einander in :Oezug 2.uf den Intellekt genaiJ. lcennen Zl .t J.crnen; 
und die einzelnen Gruppen VTi:ihlen j edes Jelu von j enen Fi "tc;liedern 
ci.e r eigenen GI'l.1.9:;:Je, die in c ems el ben J"ahr j_hl' S tudium beer1den , die 
11 Bes ten 11 aus. Die so Gevlalll ten sind d..ie Senioren des Bundes . LI.;-.:rr-0 
f"'··;;no-~.,;_.,., . ..,..t:-r;;ry-,· -1..; -- .,.,.n-~ •:n:p:--->,;-i-·,-, 1.-. · ~··· -'"1~·-j:+ C'·'i: ·i 7:> r:l- ·r.-~ ~-ri-·,., .. ·~ ·,r 'l;'c·r?lCL·; rs"'"'Y]'""'"'"' ""'"I- •-r:cl·---~d -.- .~r·~'A "~v 
IJ) .. Ji.,....£~..a..~:;....1.._~JJ-~ ..J .... . v~.\(..,f • .J...:J-........ ..L\..-\..J.: ..... r...l...;.l.l.J:.A '- .J .,,.-....JJ..\6..e;~...A.x....~ .... ~-J .. ....\t.l...t"~li:J....J~:.Ji.A-..i. ..u...a... >. ll.t.A.Jj,.s::; •. ;.. .; ... _ , \_.....,....l......J..J..~ .... -""-~ ... I.l.).,,L.....,t ... 

j::Et:7...±x.lilltixtl.ID:R~:---dl±:i&:t.:e: ~~s i st anzunehmen, de..ss diese Z'l""iei te Aus ­
wahl sich in e:rster Lii ie nc:,ch dem Intelle.kt richt:.en v.•ird . 

Die Arbei ts gemein~1 chaften urHl Setnina.I"e, dj_ e }lj_ e:rbei eine 
Ro lle spielen, werden auf jene F~cher beschr~nkt sein missen, 
welche ge e i ~·;net sind. , als rriifs tein ftir clas Denkvermo cen :~Ll di en en. 
:uie Junioren sollen an der Hochschule vollkommen frei ,j c11es 1!1CCh 

s tudi eren, d.as ihnen am mei s ten li ee;t . ::J:s wi I'd a:ber _anceno:m;u.en, 
dass trotzdem jeder an einer dieser Arbeitsgemeinschaften teil­
ni.mmt , denn es kann ja bei allen J.~ens chen, die sich spa:ter 1~1it 

offentlichen Angelegenl1.eiten befassen wollen , ein Gevvisses I:t ter­
esse z . :B . an Hationalokonornie oder dgl. vorausgesetzt \7erden . 

In ternat ionaler Au.stausch . 
-------Es--ei'scilefn{-}1eutzutage f i.i.r !Ien:s chen, die auf die Ge -
stalt,J..ng der offentlichen Angelet_;enheiten J~j_nf1uss nehmen wo11en, 
die Kenntnis der Hentalit~t andere r Volker unerl~0slich. 

Dj.e Seniol~en so ll en dt=J.11er Rtt.f. ein bis zweL1 J<=J"ll'e E<.~. c!1 

Verlassen der Hochschule in einer.a der JITachbe.rlander nach i1u·er 
\7cll l al s Gaste des dortieen J3undes verbrine;en und d.abei entv:ecler 
V·ie i ter studiere.n oder ·tJl'aktisch arbei ten . Sie miissen sich hierzu 
uahrend i hrer Hochschuizeit die Kenntnis der betreffenden Sprache 
ant_;eeicnet haben . 

Die dritte Stufe . 
- ---vTel-e-Senior e:n werden nach Verlasse. der 1Tni versi Li5.t 
oder nach der Hi.lckkehr a.us dem .Ausli:md sj_ch ihr en .3erui'en oc er j_J.1-
re:r li'mnilie widmen wollen und j enachdem eine mehr oder vren:!.[;er los e 
Verbindunc; :La i t C' em :Bunde aufrecht erhE~l ten. Andere j edo en, 1ii e d.au 

Jene Senioren , die keine Junioren waren, sondern zu den Arbeits ­
gemein.scha.ften von aLH;se r llalb hi·lzugezogen i·mrden, sollen e:ll. le 
Re chte einschliesslich des nassiven ~ahlrechtes der a1deren be­
sitzen , jedoch nicht clas aktive Stimmre cht j_m Bunde . 
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:.Sedl-i.rfnis nach einer eng eren als. bloss intellektuellen ocle r l::a;ne ­
rq,dschaftlichen :Sindung haben, soll die Hoe lichkei t e; ebo ten \Jer­
d en , in den Orden des 13uncles einzutreten . Der Orden le r; t se i n en 
lTitgliedern ein Leben der Opfer u nd des Dienstes auf, u nd e r s oll 
Stufen verschieclener Streng e anbieten, ohne die Arbeitsf~hi gkeit 
und Wirkune;smoglichkeit seiner E itglieder zu beeintrachti g en . ~ i e 
Opfer, die diese J.Tenschen auf sich nehmen, sollen i mmerhin s o hart 
sein , class dieser Weg nur von Weni g en besch ritten wird, d i e vom 
geutinschten Geiste beseelt si nd. Die Ordensmit glieder soll en i m 
Prinzip vollige Freiheit haben, in jenen Berufen und an j en en s t e l­
len zu vdrken , vro sie es v•tJ.nschen . Sie haben alles, was s ie a n 
Geld i.iber ein gewis s es Exis tenzminimum h inaus verdi enen, an d en Or­
den abzuf i.ihren . Die so a·b g eLi.hrten Summen di enen in er s ter Lini e 
dazu, den :Setreffenden auch f iir s :pater das Existenzminimum zu s i­
chern, wa.hrend die Ueberschi.isse dem Runde zu gute kommen": Das -:!JXi ­
stenzminimum soll bei den verschieden strengen Stufen des Ordens 
vers chi eden sein und die Anzahl der E inder stark ber ~icksichti g en . 
Ftir einen Teil (etwa ein Drittel) der Ordensmit glieder wtirde viel ­
leicht das Coelibat vorgeschrieben werden . 

Es ist zu erwarten, class ein grosser Teil der F itglied er 
des Ordens sich auf Gebieten betatigen wird , die mit den offentli­
chen .Ahgelegenhei ten mehr oder -vveniger eng zusam.me11..hangen. Der 
Orden nird sich bemi.i.hen, den JrTi te;liedern behilflich zu sein, e inen 
passenden Wirkungskreis zu sichern . Sie 1-verden vermutlich bald a n 
den Smninaren der Universitaten , in den Industrieverbanden, in den 
Jlin i sterien , aber auch an den organisatorisch interessanten Po s ten 
der Industri e-Un ternehmune;en zu find en s ein. JJianche wiirden i m In­
nendienst des Ordens u . a . zur .Aufre chterhal tung des :J<ontaktes mit 
den Junio:J:)li:H:J. Venrendung find en . 

Die sorgfal tige Ausvvahl, die bess ere Ausbildung und die 
grosser e Hingabe der Ordensmit glieder einerseits , der Umsta nd, 
class . sie in den akti vsten J.ahren , zwischen 25 und 30 J ahren, um die 
eigene Karriere nicht besorg t sein nri.:issen , sichert ihnen einen g ros 
sen Vor sprung vor den tibrigen Henschen . So ist es durchaus denk­
bar , dass de r Orden sehr bald die Rolle einer Art Gertist des offent 
lichen Lebens spielen wird, und class die liitglieder des Ordens 
vermo ge ihrer Personli chkei t und vermo ge i hres i!Tirh.'Ungskrei s es 
tonangebend werden , s odass schon auf diesem Weg e der Stempel des 
Ordens sich dem geistigen Leb~n aufpragen konnte. ~s ist auch 
wahr s ch einlich, dass sich c;ewisse Organe herausbi l den Vierden, wel­
che die offentliche lle inung , die s ich innerhalb des Ordens in har­
tem Kampf e herausbildet , auf die brei te Oeffent lichke i t i_ibertrae; en 
vri_i.rden . 

Die Mitglieder des Ordens'bleiben in enger :Sertihrung mit ­
einander und arbei ten in Arbei ts-Ausschi.issen zusaL"'llnengefas s t, a n 
denen nat'Lirlich auch Aussenstehende t eilnehrnen konnen , 0.ber Fra­
g en , d ie vom Standpunkt der Gemeinsc4aft von Interesse sind , indem 
sie gewisse festumrissene .Aufgaben durchf-l.i.hren . 

Bs kann lediglich die Erfahrung lehren , ob und invJieweit 
si ch der Orden bewahrt , und o b es ih!..11 e;eline;t , mit den brei ten 
Hassen h inreichend verwachsen zu bleiben . Nur aufg rund einer lang ­
j ahr i gen Erfal1rung wi rd man un ter Ums tan den in Er"Viagun g zi eh en 
k~nnen , ob man ve rsu chen so llt e , dcm Orden einen mehr dir ekten 
~influss auf di e Gestaltung der offentlichen Angele genheiten ein­
zure,umen . 

DieseArbei ts-Ausschl3.sse bi lden die Zellen , aus denen der 
Orden aufgebaut ist. 
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Die Aufbauarocit . 
----------~~1-u:r---crre-Frac;e des pr.=tktisc:i1en Aufoau.s s ·t,;eht c1it::: :!'I'L,;;e 
(~er Auswahl de :c I>es ten 1:1it 18 - 19 Jc:llren ittl Vordercru.nd . Voi1 
vornhere:Ln abzul ehnen ware eine Ausvmill , die all ein auf ej_ner ~\t~ .s ­
Yt C? •• h l d.u.:r: ch die Lehrer 1 allein auf r.L'ests oder Prufuneen od e:.r D.lJ.cjJl 

2c"tlf e.;.ner Ausvrall.l du.rch den )Jund selbs t oder gt:t,r durch die Cesel l ­
Gchaft cler J:!' r eu~1de des :Bundes bc:cu!1t . Oh man durch eine j·o.!2Ibina­
tion von mehreren , c:dl e:.Ln n:n~caucli chen J~i t teln der Auswe1ll et\12 s 
erreichen k<mn , mo.e; d.<:-: .. :hingectellt blei ben . Es v:i r d viell e.i.c11t 
verschiedenes versucht werden m~ssen . 

De.s ers te, was verr:mcht Trerclen [~oll , i s t , durch :f3ef ra­
cen der f.~i:nder se1ts t heraus:z;ufinden , vre lch e Y~inder von den r-.ill ··· 
dern selbs t als J?ersoDlichlce i te:n a.nc;ese:·:;.en vYel'clen . .:;~s i s t si cher , 
d.a.ss d ie Kinder , d.ie ·vi ele .Je.hre lane; j_n einer -,=lc. .. sse beLc;a.r;<nen 
we.. r en , . mit 18 - 19 J ahren einandel~ s ehr e:;u t kennen . Tro tzcle•:a ':1irc1 
ers t die Erf2Juung z ei gen konnen , i72..S f (.i. r ein JTens chenm.&.tori al 
d iese I!Cethode tinteiEp ve:cschiedeDe:n Um.st~i.nden liefe:::-t. 

Es so llen a lso zunachst 2.us e i ne r Schulkle.sse vo1: e t \Ja. 
30 - 40 Kindern dur ch Befr agen de r Kinde r selbst die drei beste~ 
ausgesucht und von d.iesen drej_ no ch e i n viertes .:ms der :~11:--..sse hin­
zugev;i::i.hl t vve r den . :Die so . c.u.sc;esondc:."rten Kinder sind die Ju.nioren 
des Buncles , und dor allma.hlic:i1e Jufbau soll derart er:fol.sen, de,ss 
die Organisation mit v1enigen S chu1en beginnend auf ir;~..mer mehr 
Schul en au.s~edehnt vlircl. 

Der Aufbau soll zumind.es t j_n zwe j_ Liindern zu c leJch er­
folc;en, clcmi t cler intermdione.le ..Austa.us ch so e;leich be;3innen :ee~nn . 
Es wird in erster Linie c::.n zwei de r d rei n inde r 2Jeutsch1a.nd, ~~nc­
land und Frankreich gedacht , und f j r die Entschei dung sol1 ledic;­
lich d.er c;er ings te Wid.erstand f i.i. r die [J r akti s che Vernirklichunc 
massgebend sein . 

; De r Ol'den des ·sund .e ;:; s o11 vorer0t nicht ins I, el)en e;e :n~ fe:c 

\:e r den . Und die vorh2Xldenen in tell elctu ell en und fi:ne.nzi olJ. G~l l'"l'f :, f c,e 
s ollen auf die Junioren und auf deren J-Iochschul s·cucl.iv.m konzentrieJ:.'t 
~erden . FJr den Geldbedarf steht die Errichtune der Klubr~ume fUr 
cUe Junioren und die Un te1·stv.tzunc; f "i.:i r de.s Hochs chulstudium c.·er Lm­
bemittelten Junioren i m Vordergrund . 

Die notwend i g en Gelder co ll en teils durch Private, teil s 
clurch de11 S taat u:nd · teils di..J.rch die Sch ~iler- selbst c:ufe;eb r a cht 
1verd en . Die von pri vater Sei te a~tfe;ebrachten Gelder sollel J,ll'in ­

~iliiell nicfl.t bed i nt:;unc;s lo:::-> zur VerfLigung ees tell t werden, sonden1 
mit d.er J3eclin t,rung;· class e t-r'la d i e g l e ich e S!XC1.111e du rcl1 c~ ie of{ent1i­
ch e Hanel oder die Schtiler selbs t auf gebrach t v.rird . 

Die ej.nzelnen S chulRla :ten, die Ju.nioren aus jJuer J:itte 
in den J3und send. en , soll en aufgefo r ·dert werclen , f l.ir den lund rai tz .__t 
arbe i ten, indem s i ch eli e S chi ~l er ver:pfli ch ten, . einen c;e_;rin c;en 
Bruchteil ihres Einkornnens , uelches sie haben ~erden , n a chdem s ie 
die Schule verl asr:;en hal)en , lc..ufe:nd. f"l."r den J:sui1d z n opfe!'n. 
~)chul kl<:•. ::;sen , deren Sch~iler sich hien:w.f nicht ej_ nlc::r-~sen 1:oJ.len , 
~-;o llen als minderwert ig exlgese:rwn ·we r den, und · es sollen <JUS cUe­
sen Klassen ke ine Junior en ent1a~nen we rden . Die Opfer , Jie die 
Linder e.uf diese We ise auf r:::ich neirrne n, s ollen <:'l.:m beitr:'l~en , tiu..::, 
Band , vte lches sie mit den J unj.oren verbindet , zu verst8.rken . 
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flC':r' n H. :.; . Drai s lford 
wndon }o"'.;v 3, 
37 Eelsize Park Gardens 

Lj.eber Herr BraJ.slford: 

I 

lch beant:vvor te J hren frc~ttnliJ.:iehen 1\·ief erst heute, weil i ch noch 

" -~' Vt·. SzD<'i.rtl sp r-echen zu so1lcn f~laubte , und zwar w egen l hrer f ragE~ , ob h).m:­

f" J rw orgahi.sierte Gruppe exis ti.er e , dio hinter den von S. veri,retenen .Ld1:e.n 

si,.." lls . Sz:i..<l.l r a hat einen "'re:i.s '10 11 vortref flich en jun~en lv1enschen C·nei:,tl~ns 

?bysikern), aie mit Hun sympathi~~ren. Eine Organisation irgendwelcher Art 

besteht aber noch nicht. 

Sie fragen mich, wie ich zu diesen ·7-deen stehe? Vor allem habe ich 
" 

die Ansicht, dass s . ein feiner kluger lv1ensch ist, der sonst nicht zu Illusionen 

neigt. Vielleicht is·t er wie viele derartige Naturen geneigt, die Rolle der 

ratio im menschlichen Leben zu ueberschaetzen. 

Was nun die Sache angeht, so i'uehle natuerlich auch ich breru"lend c i e 

Iru<ohaerenz derer, die grossherzig genug sind, um eine vernueftieere und ge­

ordneter e Macht zu ersehnen, die das Schicksal der •\1ens chen im Grossen best.immen 

sollte . Aber ich traue mir in praktischen Fragen dieser Art wenig Urteil zu; 

auch die Zukunftsaussicht der von Szilard vertretenen .... dee steht keineswegs kJ..ar 

vor mir. Vor allem sehe ich nicht eine starke bindende Kraft, die einer so aus­

gewaehlten Masse einheitliche Wirksa...'llkeit verleihen koennte. Anderers eits scheim, 

es, dass man nicht diesen fuer die u.enschen wichtigsten Dingen muess:i.g gegenuber­

stehen sollte, uin seinen Kohlgarten zu pflanzen und zuzusehen, wie eli Macht­

gierigen und Besessenen das Gesicht dieses Planeten immer graesslicher ver­

unstal ten. 

Dies ist keine Antwort auf Ihre Fragen,aber kein Schelm gibt mehr als 

er hat . 

&; gruesst Sie herzlich 

Ihr 

-- ' 
I 
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Dr. L. Szilard 
Berlin - Wilmersdorf 
Prinz re r;c:11 t en s tr. 95 . 

Pf <•l Z.1iLlrg G45 . 

Liebe r Her r Professor , 

, .. ., Berlin, de n 2?. September 1930. ,. 

JJitte en tschu l die;en Sie mein e Faulhcit , die a ber 
d ies :1a l ausnahmswe ise k e ine normale Fe.u l h ei t vvar. ,Ich stand , s ei t ich 
Si e i n Capu t_h verli es s, Em sserordentli9h stark un ter dem: Eindruck der 

I . 
polit i s chen ~i tuation, li ess all e Korrespondenz li ee;en und versuchte , 

I 

111i ch mit de r Ausse:fnwe l t ins Glei ch gevri cht zu se tz en, vv as mi r a be r 
no ch ni c:tj. t g e lune; en ist. S ei t li J ahren ,(de r Schachtrede in Paris) 
deuteh, wenn meine Nas e mi ch nicht .triigt, von Woclle zu Woch e neue 

Symp tOlae darauf, d a ss mit einer r uhi gen Ent1vicklung i n Eu ropa in den 
nii chsten 10 J oJ1ren nicht .f:U re chnen i st . Da man abe r etwas Verntin~ti -

c e s n i _ch t in eini gen Jltonaten <w fbauen kann, wi rd man, :f i.ir ch te ich, 

' zurzeit h i er eben n icht viel machen konnen. Ja ich ' we iss nicht einmal, 
ob es uns ge li~gen wi rd, unsere K~ltemaschine in Europa _zu Ende zu 
bauen . 

Da s _Fors chungs -Inst itut hatte gestern seine 
KL.tratori LUns -S i tzu ng ~ und es <..rurde , vv- ie Prof. Ra.msauer mi r heute er­
ze.h l te , bes ch lo ssen , d a ss ?ifi% des Fo rschungsinstitu ts abgebaut wer den 
sollen . Ob wir·darunter fallen ocl.e r ,:nicht, sol l erst !"'it te De z e~nber 

e;ep r Li_f t vterden von e i ne r Komrn i~sion , die clann die Ch an cen un serer Sa .. -

clle naher un tersuchen v::l;rd . Die Komrni ss ion Ytird aus Prof.R2..rnseu.,e r , Pe-
te rsen uncl E.l d eren b esteh en , deren P~ rsonen vrohl noch nicll t festst ehen 
Re .. ms 2 .. uer ~st uns e:; ewiss nich t unf1·eundli ch c; esinnt, e::.u ch sonst i st 
~ohl e i n e uns gee; entiber freundliche Atmosphare, aber ich bin i n mc in er 
jetz i cen S tiw~m q:; auf das s chlimrnste · e;efa .. sst , und es ma c ht rn ir Sor ..;en , 

1!i:l.S mit uns eren l~i t a rb e i tern y; j_rd , d ie , f a lls· cler .A,bbau b es clllo s sen ' . . 
', ;~irde , s 'of ort c; eld.incl i c t \,<ir d en . Wir m~ i:::. sten n at'Lirlich , fall s clic A . .D . G 

l lisst•, sehen: , 80 rasch wi e m~ sllch ander swo unt erzukoJ11l11en, 



irw~v~ 
u ·:.d. i ch denk e, d.c s s il;ro.1t. es;1P.:Ct" der General Eleetric in Ameri lcn Yersu-

ellen s ollte . 

An und Lir sich kann me.n sich j a n ich t mndern, vr e1m d ie A.E.G. 

einEt8.1 d i e Cha.nc en cie r S e.clte r;r~ifen -,~!i ll, denn das ha t sie l)j.she r noch 

ni ch t c;e t an. At:tch ge:ste rn ·, ~Llrd e bej_ cle r J3csi ch ti c;u n(?;, e.u.f die r!i r vor-
I 

1)e: :t' e i tet \'!<J.ren , .nicht ernB t haft L·be r dj_ e S n.che c;es.vroch en,' ~~oncl.e rn d ie 

I 
,_ · t t . . b I. · ns·vl ·u· an, y;o e1 s 1 e uns 

I 
Herren luckten sich nur so nll~e~e in d a s 

rl . 
c:i.l!en fretJ.nd J. j. cheH De s t.tch von b Ji .hnu t en alJs tat teten . W:Lr z eigten I hnen 

eine Vers ucl~smc:.. s ch i ne mj. t Ko.:L :Lum- 1~8.tr:iu.ml eg i e rung :i, n Detr :1eb , cUe f):; l­

te L.Ut ter 0 Gr<.~.d l iefe l·te, DGlitt den }rotor :f: \·r r:alimn i m ;c;erlJcten Z.ustrna. 

!.~nc1 ve:cs ch iedell e Einz el he it en . 

I n' 1e r ll j.n j. :3t mir mj_ t , er Gesa:mtlac; e im Hint e r c r und .in De2.;ug c:.uf 

cle11 De<.embc r hochst v.ne;emi.i.tlich zu 1r.u te . 

lhm zmn Sc w.lterp ro b lem : I hre Scha.ltererfindune; liTo . l schein t , 

(ich s ch reHJe l(so 11vor si cht i g 11 , v1eil ich noch e;a.rnichts von Schal tern 

verstehe) n oc h nicht d ie nedgliltige L~sung zu sein . Ich g e h e dabei 

d a von aus ·, dass man aua me chan i s c hen Gri.i.nden 1/ 10 Sekun de Zeit v.; ird 

aufv: enden mi-issen, um einen Schal ter zu c5ffnen . Da.s wlir de bei 10 Schal-

t e rn bereits eine Zeit von einer S ekunde sein, und das ist an und ftir 

s j.ch sehr viel, v1 eil man bei Kurzsch lu::::s even tuell die Lej_tung sofort 

/~t2-J ' 
aba chal ten muss . DazL..l kormnt, das s werm me.n r100 000 Volt 10 · 000 Amp ere 

.... ··--/.0~!{ __ ~:_..../ 
Knrzs chlussstrom c:JJsch<.:;. l ten Yt illt.: (bei I hre r l::e t hode) sov1ei t e;ekom .. 11en , ' . \ 

- "/.:.~' ~-~- '(.,~(~!;.!. . -/ 
ist , clc:.ss die SrJanmme; e.n ~. em Wi d er s t a.nd 8.uf bO 000 Vol t ,v.nd. cte r Strom 

:i.st, in den Wriid erstanden wa~rend 1/J.O S eLunde 

sovie l Wi?.nne entv;j_ ci".e l t , 

YOI·gu1g 1/J.o· S ekund.e ,zcj_t, ''i .tWctzen muss , und da ss nach I h r e r Hethod e . 
11-};;:,.4! 

!tcln'e:re S c~lal ter }lj_ntereirli:\ill•.er bct~~ ti e;t v;ercl.en , uLd ~b: no ch be . ellkf:Jv( 

fti:t~ ' kur'ze' Ze:i:!tJ ~ e:hnen K''wrzscl:(l;luss " Vierur.sac::~n ,. ' \ sodas~ fl die Schal ter unter ,, 

I 

- .I 
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TJms t~'nden i n kurz:e r Zeit ( a l so ehe das WEsser abgi.ihl en v-rl.irde) ~ zehfh. ... 

] "'u.l in T[:tit._;l~(;i t t1·c tcn konn~o s ie r1t man, cl2s s man sehr vi el ·ra s se~ 

a ls Wa r mespeicher braucham wurde. Auch cler Raumbeda rf I hres Vielfa ch--

EJ C11al t e rs v;l.ird e (so s c heint es mir v1eni gs tens ) e in Vielfa ches cle r heu-

ti [.'; en eini' a ch en Sc llal ter sein, v;e il d ie einzelnen Schal ter, die zusa.m-

men Vi irl-en , von einander i s oliert vrerden mus sen. Kurz ich t; l a ube, cla ss 

-~,: ir :no ch e tvras Anderes e rfinden miis sen . 

Ich V/ erde vielleicht na chs te vroche, f a lls ich mi ch bei der 

A.E.G. freimachen kann , bei I hnen a.uf einer Po s tka rte wieder anfragen, 

warm Si e ein paar Stunden f i.i r mich fre i haben. 

Mit herzlichem Gruss 

I h r se.1r er e;eoener 

/tAr~ ~C~~uPL__ 

P.S. Neulich ver Gas s ich, I hnen zu erzahlen , clas s inzwi s chen Herr 

von Horvath mich besuch t hat. Ich h eJJ e mich Hinge r mi t i hm un terhal­

ten, ab'er seine Firma scheint eine typisch e Ae;en tur zu sein und f Ur 

I . 

u ns kaJm brauchbar. 
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DR. LEO SZILARD 
BERLIN-WILl\IERSDORF 

Pll.I'NZltEOJtN'l'ENS'I'RAS9 E OIS 

'l'ELEJrON I PFALZOURO 2-i6 

Herrn Prof.Dr.A.Einstein. 
Canu th bei Potsdam. 
Walds tr. 7/8. 

,ieber ~err Professor, 

Berlin, den 30.Juni 1931. 

ich habe ein Einreise- Visum beim Amerikanischen 

Konsulat beantraet und die Leute mochten ein Empfehlungsschleiben haben, 
I 

weil sie ja sonst nicht wissen konnen, ob ich ein Schwerverbrecher bin 

und ob ich mich an die Einreisebestim_rnungen hal ten werde. Ich habe 

weiter unten einige Zeilen aufgesetzt und w~re Ihnen daz~bar, wenn Sie es 

auf Ihrem Papier tippen lassen und an meine Adresse zusenden lassen 

konnten. 

Herzliche Gr~sse 

Ihr sehr ergebener 

An das ARHI.Y.iketnicohe Konsulat~ /(",(A·. 
:Serlin . 

JL,_~~ 

Dr.Leo Szilard, Privatdozent an der Universitat :Serlin, hat die Absicht, 

ein Einreise-Visum nach{den Vereinigten Staate~ zu beantraeen, um sich dort 

eini ge Monate hindurch vorlibergehend aufzuhalten . Er ist mir seit vielen 



LEO SZILARD 

·" .A•Jr . I'Jlilips1n·on , 
~~rlin-~il ~~rbdorf , 
Pr inz;re ,.:; ell tens tr . 95 . 
TfEJ. l:.--; burc; <Ao . 

Liebe r He rr Professor , 

z . ~t . L0ndcn , ~en l G. Oktobe r 19~1 . 
rin ~ ' s Court Eotel, 

LeL.1s Ger J~errace , 
Lond.on 'il . ~ . 

Ich bin sej_t e:u:1e r \lfoc11e in :i:::1e:land unu l1c. be 
w~ ine ?~ission so ·weit volle!ldct , d.a:_,;.; ich ? ~itt e de:c Woc n e V.i ieu.c' · ir, 

-?;.i.,._·i- .... ) R<; rJ.j_g;:,ein Yierde . Zli O.em Generc:.lcd.rekLor Eir ~'>t bj_n ici.l nicht ~Lc ;::l.ncen . 

Int e resse gezeigt hc.,.ben . Die Direktion vdrd :3j_ch jetzt t:. ::- t;::che i v. e:tl, ob 
s1c ;_;_berha.up t cine Kaltema::- chine , die: noch n1cl1t fix uuci. f e rti c ivt , 

I 

e.ufcrej_ fen r1 ~ll , uncl "1/ CllD j <:~. , Vie r c!.en cii e Leu te nc..ch Barlii1 ko '-'1i'1C::t , 

uM sich die Sacha dort a.nzusehen . 

Ich we r cle als o j e tzt dazu ~· ber e;e .hen , meinc; 
e.merike.n i s che Rej_se vorzubere i ten , und. zwE.I' mochte ich c;ern mi.t c Jnein 
D<:. ue r Visum .he r i.ibe rfahren . I ch glav. be , da t: ::, d.:;. s e;ehen vd.rd., dcnn i c j1 
h.::.be cine Einl<:-dLm.:; von cle r Uni versi ta.t :Princeton, <:>. ls Gc,s t e irl ,Tc>n.r 
1:Jei i hnen zu v e r bringen (Dire,c, Ileu.mc.mn und Vricuer sind jetzt dort) . 

Si e haten neul ich e inen 13ricf an d&,s .s~me rik < -

nh;cne I·~onsu. l at in me;i.ner .A:ng elegen:i1ci t r;es chricben , und icn mocJJ.t e Si e 
bitten , jetzt noc h einen z~eiten Brief zu Echreiben . Ich h~b e de r Brief 
aufGebetzt , damit :Sie 

lt;'-UH~~~--) 
ucn J3l" i ef , ~€4--t (d e r 

sehen , \I,'OJ'8.U:f ich hinnus v•ill, und Si e ld5m:05n l" ,.p,j(J-;.) ·' v·:,.,~ 
SinL ~~lar i s t, in e ine Fonn bring en , d i e Ihnen 

rich tic; e rsc he int . I ci1 y,re r cle Fra.u. l ein Fhil i psbo rn bj_tten , mit J.e>n Bri Gf 
zu I men hin.:msL.UJ)ilgern , und Sie konnen i hn ihr entHe, ,_, r t; leicl u ;;1-

d iktieren oder bei n~chster Gelecenheit mit Ihrer libr i g er Post e rl ediL~ n ­
.~, ... ,...,..:<:t-Jcjl .7!lCCflte v erbu c hen, <l i e Allg elecenhei t 1_;et"rt~1:1i~ de~f; VL: t.nns L1 J t;:r lii 

J:j_ tte le r vroc he zu. erledie;en , da ich n:Lcnt v:eh; ..; , ob icl1 nich-e -· :, <=: 4!.1' 0C:.l. (~ 

' .. icu er nac h England :zur tickf<:JlJ'en mu::::;s . 

Mi t herzlichen ~russ 



LEO SZILARD 
~ . ~dr . Fh ilipsborn , 
Burlin-Wilmersdorf , 
Prinzre ;;ell ten s ·cr . S ~ . 
Pfc- l zburg ' ;;;-,45 . 

Li eber Herr Professor , 

z . ?.t . London , del 10 . Oktober 1931 . 

Haben Sie noch irgend etwas mit dem V~lker-

bund zu tun? Ic h fr aBe aus f olgendem Grunde : 

Die Freiz-"igigkei t der I n tE?f};llektu ell en r:ird 10 

Ta g zu Tag st8.rke r einges c f1 ri:~nkt . Deut ;:, c.i1e , die nach J~ne;lancl ·w oll en , 

bc}~ om:m en die Arbei tserl c.ubnis ebensovrenig v; i e :rene; l 8.nder , die n e:. c! De .1tsc 

l and wollen. Das i st ins of e rn verst~nd lich , we il "iber a ll Arbeitslosi ~-

1cei t her r s cht , aber ~.:..s Resul tat de r 1'Ic:~ s::, · 1ahme i st c;lei c 1 null, in o-

fern als s ic h die Wanclerungswuns c he mit v e r s ch i e.:lene17 Vorzeic:nen fc-vst 

a us c leichen . 

:Nun i s t , (cta.s s cneint mir liOhl ein ty1Ji:::Jch c r 

Fa ll zu sein') mit ·wenig J>Uhe e·twc..s v e rn ,_ i.nfti ceE- zu ma chep . J..ra.n br·au cht 

namlich nichts o..nde r es zu tun c:... l s ein J?.jro in Genf ej_nzurichten , vro ein 

"Cl e.:uing" stattfinclet , d . h . wenn ein Deutsc 1er n a ch' Zngland il 'ill , muss 

e r eine Karte ausfi.illen , di e i n eine Kt:·. rtj{othek k om·.,1t ; d2.sselbe e;ilt 

fJr den Englander . Das BJro stempelt s o vie l e dieser K~ rten ab als es 

kann u.n ter d.er Nebenbed.ingun c; , class f ·J r j ede;;; Land. die Anz ahl d.er 

der Arb cit ssu chenden TIJ r de in keinem Lande v e r mehrt werden , und. die 

~reiheit ~~re doch etTias g r dssc r als heute . Der heutige zustand ist 

eine Lc..,rbarei . 

Haben Si e irgend Jemanden in Gtnf , be i den 

1!lcm etvms clerarti ges an1·egen konnte ? 

Mit her~lichem Gruss 
I hr sehr ercebener 

,/ •l.:tl (" / / k:P I)~ C..t~ ... -, . ··l 

- --- --- -



LEO SZILARD 
, r . '..c~r . F1ili 1)SIJor11 . 

'"'·--rJ. -i.n-. ';'i l.lle r soorf . 
P~tn~rG•enten~tr . 05 . 

) '• 

~E: P~of . Al~ert Einstein . 
C :- ·?J. ~ · ~),': i Pot scJ 2.'..1 . 

-;:~ .l 0.'" rr . 'I I J . 

JJ ~_ co~ r "err Pr ofesso r , 

Gi::' t,_nrJl.:-... ,e; zu stell en . rl' · J 1 C" • eo 'J ,.,.~ lr · ~ • ,-. . c. 1' • - · J • • • • ;_.). __ _ s o::) lv Lc;;u.·.811
1 

u< . S . ., cS lCHt,l[, i s t , j_ C~1 

aus e~nen he r vorgeht , dass Sie i ro Jun i i n d i ese r An~ele~enheit an (aG 

e.nern;:.s.nisc1lc I~o nsul a. t scscbr ie:b~n ]1o.bc:tl und do.ss das aucr:i.lw.ntr::c!i.2 

i cJ:"~m c o vie l. vri e no ti e; er ::;V.b l en . P~0 2.11 c lJ. den Brj.r::f , den i ch vo n rlcr 

Gr~·.rl t;;: . 

Ih r 



r 

~--~--~l 

··~ t ~ 
~ 

,, Pro1ossor A.Einstein 
_;...,; -------·~ .... ·-6'·· Caputh b.Potsclo.mpden J~ ~ ;c(; o,t;., <-

1 J~) l 

_ill d[A.O a.."':lerikani ~ che Generalkonsulat Tl_g __ r 1 i n 

Eo in ... ~ i tarbe iter, Hcl~r Dr. Leo Szilard, ha. t die 
J~b:Ji cht P von uns gemeinsam\ bec;onncr::c .. rbci ten in .A.rnerika fortzu-
:::etzcn. Da die Durchfuhrunc; dieser Arbe i t on~ an rrc lchcn ich col b :;;t 
intereosiert bhl, viahrs cheii.'llich liinc;cro Z<:li t in J~nspruch nch:wn 
\7ird, no erlaube ·i ch mir hicrmi t, ooin Go ouch urn Ertci lunr; cinco 
Iron Q_uo ta. I mmi3rant Visums zu bofi.tr'\'tortcn. 

11 i t a.u;:cez8 ichne ter Hochuchtunc 
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,_ 

Imp G'r i£>.1 Ho'te 1 

Room 115 
Russell Squa re 
·.-r. c. i 

r,3 . t:. 33 

Lieber Herr Professor:-

Vortro.nlioL 

· Meine Abs irh t w1:.1.r ueber Genf un<.l Ostcnc1.e zu fe.hren uncl Sie untervreg s zu besuchen. Ylie Sie sehen bin ih!1 aber schon in London u:O.C. h?l.be so den Brief verphsst , cl.en Sio wuhr scheib ... Uc!1 :ncLoh G0:nf e.;e schd.eben ho.ben . 

Io..'-1 hc ... 1)e Ihnen o.llerlei Erfr8ulichos zu ',eric..'-l.ten. In London tro.f ih Bohr progl'EJ.lnT£Lessig; er ist ge.stern no.ch .Amc~riko. weH;ergefc.hren und vrird clor·t; miJ.:> den Rocke j':'e lJ.er Lauten red en d0.mit die St:1tuten der jetzie;en L'lge s.ng;epA.sst werden. .-:.s vm.r s.u<h bisher schon unangeneh2:1,do.s s Stipendien nur l.l.n Leute gegeben vrerden,die fuer ne.chh8r eine Anstollung gesichert h0.t·ben. 

Ein grosser Triumpf ist , dass es gelungen i st Sir "'i/illie.m Beveridge , de1"' .... Direktor dor London SchoiH of · Economics, d9r zufaellig in moinen Hotel j_n Hie!1 auf,sete.uch)c ist, f'uer die Hilf'salction zu e;e1'f1.nnen. Er ,_,rird die vorbarfJite~lde Arbeit in EnElo.nd. du.rchfuehrr:m nne versub.·:m b:i.s r.:itte L"J.. i eine geeign.ete PGrsoenJ.ic!'tlreiJv des oeffe:o.tlichen Lebons zu finclen,d er die So.ch 1w.ch Ausson l'epreserrt:i.eren soll . De1· Bet­reffende soll,w~mn .r.:oeg;J.ioh ~<ein Jude sein ( Sir Yf.rn ; Beyeric.ge ist auoh kein Jude) u.ncl die J .. k!:;ion soll lceine!l ko.rih>..tiven, GO!'.d&! Yfissens<.-.:1. 0.fts ,fordernden CharE~. lct.er haben. ','fir hab(m bisher Leut ,: wie Lord l.lacmillan, Lord Eustin Percy erwogen · a.1:e r auoh e.n Lor e.. '=l.e~di. ng gedachbj~ft· dies.e S::~. che wollt8 sich Beveridt;e :10ch v'T~.G.te r ueberlee;en;b,ei il~m ist jetzt, so•:reit Eq;lr..nd in F;-<:~. ge kommt , die genze Frage zentralisiert. 

In '•'Hen konntr~ ich Dr . Karl Schlesinger, Lioht8nstein Palais , -:.Hen , sowr:~it fuer die Sache 'Jez;eistern,c<'~. ss ~-..:· sich ge.nz in den Dienst d.er Sache gest81lt he.t . Er ist ein in Oesterreich <'.ngesehener teoretischer 1-htiono.loekonom tmd Fins.nz :rne.nn mit sehr e;uten .beziehu.ng:e~1.j er ho.t es uel)er:1onmen sob:.>.ld e:5. Rahmen dazu :vorh~.nden ist , aus UesterreiCl. , Ung8.rn und die Cz ec~co 



,, 
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Slovalmi soviel Geld o.ufzubd.nr.;en, als man eben in u.iesen armen 

L9.~ndorn ~'l.ufbd.n r;en kann, <J.U sserclem wird Cll' im Er~ i na ch London 

unc1 Genf f alwen um uns behil:f'lich zu sein. 

Ein Amerikanischer Freund von mir , ~r. B. Liebowi-l:;z,hat 

sich a.uf·maine Bitte auch vollkormaen zur .erfuegung gestellt, 

und wircl mit mit herumreisen. Er hat eine ZusD.}!unenku!lf"c zwische 

Bohr uncl dem Ant.ropologen Boas (der seinerzeit die Hilfse.£tion 

fu er die cleutschen 'dissen schaftler geleitet hnJc) in Hew York 

verabrede·b. 

Ich ha.1e mit Harfl.ld Bohr (den Ma.th~matiker ) m.1ch 

eingehend unterhalten ·wie man waiter vorgehen soll und 
' • J. • , _ _ , •• ~ • • c b . d b . . 

morgen nuu J..t'l_rn u.~ JJ.J. ic.a rr.~.:V.g J.n am rJ. ge eJ.St:l.mmen seJ.n. 

scheirr'c sich folgende •·le inc1mg herE~.uszubilden: 

c1<J.rueber 
werde 

Es 

i . 1~n soll eine polit~sch vollko::unen m~utrale Form vraehlen, in~ 

( .em !P.Hn et·wa die Notvrendigke i t betont 11ittel aufzubrin~en tun 

es einer .Anzahl von Wissenschaftlern zu ermoeglichen o.n bereits 

bestehenclen InsJcituten,clj.EJ dqzu geeignet sind_,Forschungs e.rbe i"l.-; 

zu~leisten oder Vortr o. ege zu halten. 
I 

13 

2. Es soll verhcuJcet vrerclen,dqss ueber die Bestrebung irgend. 

etw·s.s beko.nnt wircl bevor sie zum Erfmlg gefuehrt hat . 

3. Es soJ.l kein Geld fuer ba.uliche Einrichtunrren verwendet 

werden, auch nicllt fue r groes sere Anschaffune;en~ eventuell etwv.s 

fuer laufende Versuchskosten. 

4 . Han soll den Weg nicht e.bsperren z . B. i.fathe!P.o.tiker0enn sie 

es wuenschen) zu ermoeglichen mit Unterstuetzung ein.er Stiftung 

weiter in Deutschland ta.etig zu sein. 
1 

5. l,Ian soll sich e.uf die Details nicht zu fruehzeitig festlege::t. 

Ich denke ) dqss ich En.de der l'ioche ueber Osten.de 

nach dem Kontl.nent f o.hren werde und moechte Siecb.~':sehr gerne 

auf sue heri und miJc Ihnen ueber die Sac he spree hen. Sind Sie 

de.:nn in Le Coq und ist es · Ilmen recht ? 

Mit her zlichem Grus s_, Ihr sehr e_rgeben.erJ 



Lieber SzilardJ 

IJe Coq-sur-mer, den 25 .April 1933 
Villa Savoyarde 

Entschuldigen Sie meine Schreibfaulheit, ich habe 
abe r ungeheuer viel ?.U schreiben und zu tun. Ihr Plan leuchtet 
mir nicht recht ein. Ich habe das starke Geftihl, dass man auf 
a iese Weise nu.r d.ie gema.chten :rvlanner unterbringt J dass aber ftir 
die noch unbekannten jun.gen Universi tatslehrer und fiir ciie 
Studenten ahf diese Weise nicht gesorgt werci.en kann. Ich bin 
vielmehr der A.nsicht, dass man versuchen sollte, ei' rt judi-

. sche Fli.ichtlingsuniversitat zu bilden, die am bestG4. _ .. .~. ~ngland 
ihren Sitz haben sollte. 

Mich zu besuchen hat j etzt wenig Zweck, da ich 
sehr i.iberlastet bin. 

Freundlich gri.isst Sie 
Ihr 

R- j 





Dr. Leo Szillard Imperial Hotel, Russell Square 

Lond6n, en 4 . lai 1933 

Lieber Herr Professor: 

Ihr Brief und Ihr Telegramm kamPn fast g1ei chzeitig an, und zwar fruh genug, um meine Rei sep Eine rechtzei tir.s ab;;.nn ern zu konnen. 

Inzwischen hat sich der Plan, den ~ir seinerzcit in Wien ausgeheckt hatten, durch S.e'f?prEiche, die in England gefuhr t wurden, abgeschliffen und ist Alluemeingut ge~ornen. L ~ute Wie Beveridge, Bohr, Ha.rdy, Hil l sind alle ubereinstimmend der Auffa.ssung, dass es sich hier urn eine Angelegenheit handelt , die ir. ihrer all£Semeinen Bedeutung jb"'r die Judenfrage hinaus­geht. Ich glaube, ich kann I~nen in einigen Tagen daruber be­richten, dass in einer der gr:ossen englischen Unterrichts-institutionen die Mitglieder des Lehrkorpers fur eir-e Reihe von Jahren auf 5% ihres Gehaltes verzeichten, um einen Fonds zu schaffen, aua dem Vlissenschaftler, die jetzt stellurg slos sind, dotiert werden konnen, damit sie als Gast an bestehenden In­stituten veiter arbei1en konnen. 

Auch die Ereignisse in Deutschland gehen einen Gang, der es ausschliesst, die Frage der akademischen JudePverfolgung ab­zusom. ern. Zum Beispiel wurde in Konigsberg der rein arische Uathematiker B.eidemeieter "beurlaubt", weil er in einem Brief an den Dir&tor gegen die Entlassung von Juden protestierte . (Dass Frank , Polanyi, Freundlich und Haber durch Demission protestiert ha~en, werden Sie wohl wissen.) 

Der "P:tan" hat im Augenolick eine Form, wie Sie sie aus der Anlage ersehen. Es wird nicht ganz leicht sein, die verschiedenen Gruppen, die es nun i.iberall schon gibt, zu ko-ordinieren und die Gefahr zu verhuten, oass man i.iber den Prominenten die june;en Leute vergisst. In diese1"1 Punkte hatten wir Ihre Hilfe gut brc:.uchen konnen. 

Es ist auch die Idee einer Fliichtlings-Universitat von uns viel besprochen worden; der Gedanke hat aber in nicht-jiidischen englischen Kreisen gar keine Resonnanz und ware kaum durch­fiihrbar , ohne sehr viel Geld fur Bauten und dergleichen zu vergeuden. 'Vir sehen k;eine Moglichkeit, die Mittel fur etwas derartiges herbeizuschaffen . - am ehesten vielleicht noch, wenn man di ese Universi ta.t in Palastina machen konnte. Dagegen spricht aber zweierlei: erstens kann man dort einen Lehrbetrieb ver­nunftigenTeise nicht aufrechterhalten, weil der Bedarf an Aerzten etc . im Lande selbst zu g ering ist , um einen geregelten Univer-
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sitatsbetrieb zu ermoglichen. Zweitens, wenn man auch auf einen Lehrbetrieb verz~mhtet und Forschungsinstitute errichtet, , so musste man schliesslich auch die ~unsche derjenigen berlicksich­tigen, fur die man sorgen will und die in ihrer Mehrzahl nicht nach Palastina wollen. 

Ich weree im ubri gen in den nachsten Tagen Weizman sehen und ihn uber die bisherige Tatigkeit der englischen Gruppe in­formieren. Ich werde dann zugleich horen, wie er uber die ganze Sache denkt. 

Wenn man mit den Mitteln, die zur Verfugung stehen, beschrankt ist, so muss man Gewicht a •f die Chance legen, dass die meisten aus dem Fonds dotierten Leute in 3 - 4 Jahren irgendwohin berufen werden oder irgendwo eine Stellung finden. Eine solche Arbeitsvermittlung ist aber nur wirksam, wenn man die Leute gleich dorthin bringt, wo sie eine Chance haben, bleiben zu konnen. 

Dasselbe ~ilt fur die Studenten. Hier konnte man vielleicht erreichen, dass jede Universitat einer bestimmten Quote von Studenten die Gebuhren erlasst und dass die Studenten so ver­teilt werden, dass sie nach Beendigung ihres Studiums gleich an Ort und Stelle eine Chance haben, im Berufsleben unterzu-kommen. 

Es hat keinen Sinn, dass ich Ihnen uber die Details ausfuhrlich berichte. Ich werde Sie, so gut es beim Herumreisen geht, uber meine Adresse auf dem laufenden halten und Sie bei nachster Gelegenheit, sobald Sie mir schreiben, dass Sie weniger beschaf­tigt sind, schriftlich oder mundlich ausfuhrlich informieren. 

Mit freundlichen Grussen, 

Ihr sehr ergebener 



London, den 9 . Mai 1933 . 

Lieber Herr Professor, 

Ich babe seinerzeit Ihren Brief und Ih:r Telegra.mm :fti. st. 
gle ichzeitig erhalten und beides noch so rechtzeitig, dass 
ich meine Reiseplaene darnach einrichten kom1te . Inzwischen 
hat sich hier eini(~es ereignet und sicherlich haben Sie auch 
weiter ueber die Sadl e nachJ"edacht . Ich babe fast das Ge­
fuehl , dass ich offene Tueren einren1~e , wenn ich Ihnen ueber 
di 8ahwierigkeiten schreibe, die dem Plan einer Flueeht­
lingsuniversitaet entgegenstehen . Nun · ,das Wesentliche ist 
kurz gesagt: · 

a) Die Errichtung einer neuen Universitaet kostet 
ungeheuer vial Geld an Bauten, Laboratoriuas- und Lehreinrich­
tungen . Verwendet man das Geld, um daraus Gehaelter an Ge1ehr­
te zu zahlen, die als Gast bestehender Institute arbeiten, 
so kann man sehr viel mehr 7issenschaft.ler versorgen. 

b ) Vom Standpunkt der Studenten aus betrachtet soll­
te man darnach trachten, die Studenten auf die Universltaeten 
so zu verteilen, dass sie nach Beendigung ihree Studium.s in 
dem Lande bleiben koennen, in dem sie studiert haben . Denn 
wenn der Studenr-dann auch nicht in seiner Heimat ist, so ist er 
doch tn dem Lande , in d m er studiert hat, und waehrend einiger 
Studienjahre sich angepasst und Beziehungen angeknuepft hat, 
wodurch es ihm erl tchtert wi~d , eine Stellung zu finden. Bei 
einer Fluechtlingsuniversitaet wird es schwierig sein, diese 
Forderungen zu erfuellen. 

e) Was die Universitaet P a 1 a e s t i n a anlangt, 
so waere es vom Standpunkt der Versorgung der '· issenscha:ft-
ler und vom Standpunkt der Studenten aus betrachtet, zwar 
auch ni cht zu rechtfertigen, Beld daf'uer auf'zubringen, aber 
i ch koennte mir andere geartete Ar&~ente denken, um zu be­
gruenden, dass man an die Errichttmg einzelner Forschungs- Insti­
tute im Rahmen dieser Universitaet jetzt herangehen sollte . 
Immerhin wuerde man dann durch die Bauarbeiten in P&aestina 
eine Beschaef~igungsmoeglichkeit fuer neu Einwande:nde ~ wenn 
auch nicht gerade fuel' eine groessere Anzahl von W~ssen -
schaf'tlern ... schaf'fen. 



berioht 

r 

Dr i 
lie n. uld 

te • iu n besond 
ir urmmu ?t; er& hoffen . 

f 

• 

H rzen 



. .. 

P. S . Ich moechte ~ntefiore oder 
Neville L ski, die ce einse~ einen 
Fond ver'< t.l ten, ueberreden , eine la.ufende Su _ e 
fuer Studenten herzueeben , denen ir von Sei ten 
der Uni versi te.et eine Gebuehrenermaeseigung zu 
verschaffen hoffen . Kennan Sie einen v · n den beidBB? Tind koenuen 
Sie mir d bei hifen? 



D ~r Coll~ague, 

Le OO<i :mr t ~. 

ur:u t. 1 t h . l g · · • 

1 rem . tabor .,.ou v q well . uno t;he roblo a tbrou h 

whioh l got. ~o kno¥ you. 

n;- lded n on le pbyeio1at . 

e iu ·1e ill 14ef~a in Oth the 1p ti triEHlt \ l ~4'1 d th te c.b.nic al 

:f'1 leis; flt th n me ~ime vlso i. 0 :n 11' i' or le eena.nti 'l 

1n ... h hoore .. i QV '1eld. H.e 1E on ol' thoee .n, 1ah 1n 

i ae . who Ol'et t int~l l otuul ~nd £Jpir1 tu&l life -.;, erevtr 

the¥ • I ht v grown to tt ttoem g ~ utly hi o pub111t1ea 

1n .,ho c en rl30 o .• : a ove-r u ,._, · :ro 1 o o-O{H~I'fl t f on 1 u t. -·' teohr1i o l 

f1 l • 

ln th upho •• v lll 01. 'tt:1" aut ye r hlt fl ort on 

ouhail o:f h1n 'Onn er collet· ues b£i.ve teotifi<Hl t..o bin 

porscna ~u~ 1t1 n. d to me only r.1~ht th he 

hi eli hou · a tot now b l.'orgotton . 

I a l l ~n t t~l.l ou h .. · p:ro.follll lY l '" · •a c! t 

ho re d1nenC1 t() lp of our .cll 111 h uol .g $S n ·· the 

.amgli¥lh uuthor itiea. l ul o kno· very v~oll ' 1. tha e oocl you 

y ur · l.f w 'Y e : ohi eve d. 

(81gaed) " " 
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F. D. Roosevelt 
President of the United States, 
White House, 
Washington, D. c. 

Sir: 

Albert Einstein 
Old Grove Rd. 
Nassau Point 
Peconic, Long Island, N.Y. 

August 2, 1939 

Some recent work by E. Fermi and L. Szilard, which has been COin.tllUllicated to 

me in manuscript;, leads me to s:pect tha:t the element urani u11 may be turned irrt o a 

new and important source of energy in the immediate future. Certain aspects of the 

situation which has arisen seem to call for watchfulness and, if necessary, quick 

action on the part of the Administration. I believe therefore that it is my duty 

to bring to your attention the following facts and recommendations: 

In the course of the last fo'l.U' months it ha s been made probable through the 

work of Joliot in France as well as Fermi and Szilard in America - that it may become 

possible to set lip a nuclear chain reaction in a large mass of urani-ull by which 

vast amomt s of power and large quantities of new. radi U!ll-like elements would be 

generated. Now it appears almost certain that ·this could be achieved in the 

i.mrilediat e future. 

This new phenomena would also lead to the construction of bombs, and it is 

conceivable - though much less certain - that extremely powerful bombs of a new type 

may thus be constructed. A single bomb of this type, carried by boat and exploded 

in a port, might very well destroy the whole port together with some of the surrounding 

territory. However, such bombs might very well prove to be too heavy for trans-

portation by air. 

The United States has only very poor ores of uraniun in moderate quantities. 

There is some good ore in Canada and the former Czechoslovakia, while the most 

important som·ce of urani un is Belgian-Congo. 



In view of this situation you may think it desirable to have some permanent 

contact maintained between the Administration and the group of physicists working 

on chain reactions in America. One possible way of achieving this might e f'or you 

to entrust with this task a person who has yoUt' confidence and who could perhaps 

4- i.-/ 
serve in an <Official capacity. His task might comprise the following: 

a) to approach Gov erma.ent Departments, keep them informed of the further 

development, and put forward recommendations for Government action, giving 

particular attention to the problem. of securing a supply of' Ut'aniun ore for the 

United states; 

b) to speed up the experimental work, which is at present being carried on 

within the limits of the budgets of University laboratories, by providing funds, if' 

such funds be req_ul.red, throUP'.:). his contacts with private persons who are willing 

to make contributions for this cause, and perhaps also by obtaining the cooperation 

of induatrial laboratories which have the necessary equipment. 

I understand that Germany has actually stopped the sale of 1.ll'ani um from the 

Czechoslovakia mines which she has taken over. That she should have taken such 

early action might perhaps be understood on the ground that the soneof the German 

Under-Secretar-.r of state, von Weizsacker, is attached to the Kaiser-Wilhelm-

Inatitut in Berlin where some of the .American work on urani u:n is now being JQmX 

repeated. 

Yours very truly 

( Albert Einstein) 



F. f>. :Roosevelt 
President of the United States 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

Albert Einstein 
Old Grove Baed 
Nassau Point 
Peconic, long Island 

August 2nd, 1939 

So~ recent work by E. Fermi end L. Szilard, wh:J.ch has been communicated to 
me in manuscript, leeds me to expect that the element uranium may be turned into 
a new end important source of energy in the immediate future. Certain aspects 
of the situation which has arisen seem to cell for watchfulness end, if necessary, 
quick action on the part of the Administration. I believe. tl1erefore that it is 
my duty to bring to your attention the following facts and reconmmdationa: 

In the course of the last four months it has been made probable - through 
the work of Joliot in France as well sa Fermi and Szilard in America - . that it 
may become possible to set up a nuclear chain reaction in a large mass of uranium 
by which vest amounts of power and large quantities of new radium-like elements 
would be generated. Now it appears almost certain that this could be achieved 
in the immediate future. 

This new phenomenon would also lead to the construction of bombs, and it is 
conceivable - though IID.lCh lese certain - that extremely powerful bombs of a new 
type may thus be constructed. A single bomb of this type, carr:ted by boat end 
exploded in a port, might very well destroy the whole port together with some of 
the surrounding territory. However, such bombs might very well prove to be too 
heavy for transportation by air. 

The United States has only very poor ores of uranium in moderate quantities. 
There is eome good ore 1n Canada and the former Czechoslovakia, while the most 
important source of urani~ is BeJ.sian Congo. 

In view of this situation you riJBY think it desirable to have some permanent 
contact maintained between the Administration and the group of physicists working 
on chain reactions in America. One possible way of achieving this might be for 
you to entrust with this task a person who has your confidence and who could per­
haps serve 1n an inofficial capacity. His task might comprise the following: 

a) to approach Government Departments, keep them informed of the further de­
velopment, and put forward recommendations for Government action, giving partic­
ular attention to the problem of securing a supply of uranium ore for the Unite~ 
States. 

b) to speed up the experimental work, which is at present being carried on 
within the limits of the budgets of University laboratories, by providing funds, 
if such funds be required, through his contacts with private persons who are 
willing to make contributions for this cause 1 end perhaps also by obtaining the 
cooperation of industrial laboratories which have the necessary equipment. 

I understand that Germany has actually stopped the sale of uranium from the 
Czechoslovakian mines which she has taken over. That she should have taken such 
early action might perhaps be understood on the ground that the son bt the Germsn 
Under-Secretary of State, ·von Weizsecker, is attached to the Kaiser-Wilhe~ 
Institut 1n :Berlin where some of the American work on uran:ium is now being re­
peated. 

Yours very truly, 

{Albert Einstein) 



den 9. August 19:59 

Sehr 3e~ rter 3err : rofessor~ 

Ich ochrci e Irmen nur;; u. 1 -~u 1.Jestaotigon, 

dass nu- :3:ricf r.1it den EeiJ.a.gen tms e~reiont 

· at. :7ir we:.rden 7ersuc!lcn, Ihrc : uhnWlJ zu lle-

herzige!l und so cut eo Jeh·t unae:r "" iuna ... ell 1:1i-

d.ers taende, c" it~ zu e""ebener : · ssen To? tan den 

sind, zu ueber.~inde1 • 'Ue :ri~ens tvolle:.l wLr 

es .::;ar nioht ..;,a:r zu zescheit machen und sind 

rnac. en. Ieh "er e Ibn -n lanf'end. beric'l1ten, w:t "l 

es wei t -rgel'lt. 

Ihr 

/( 



I,ieber Herr .2:t"ofessor! 

iotel Ki1~g t !,) Crown 
420 "1 eot l16th Street 
l\few York City 

September 27th, 1939 

:Lch 5chieke Ihnen in dar Anl •. ~Se die Rede Ton J,ind.be rgh, die 

qi vielleioht nicht gelesen haben. Ich fuerchte, er ist in der 

?~t nicr.t Ul' scr 1Ta.nn. I 1 uebri gen steht die lHakusa ion ueber d.as 

)J'eutralitaGtsgeseta auf einer1 erbaemlichen lHveau. l!an wird. da.. 

bei Lin~bergh gegenueber noch ganz milde eeetimmt, denn er gibt 

~nigetone menschliahe Toene von sich . 

Soviel ieh verstehe . ist Ihr Drief an den Braesidenten sohon 

seit einiger Zeit in 7ashin~gton, Ich sehe Dr. Sachs (Lehman Corp. 

oration) am Freitag lt.nt.: werde viel le iont hoeren , ob irgendetwe.s 

crfolr.r.t i t~~ 

Da wir ara1tf gefa.,~=Jt sein muessen, da.ss i3el .,"' ien an einem 

diesel" Tage ueberra.:nt wird., will ich voreuohen jetzt durchzuset-

zen, da.se wenigstena 50 Tonnen Ura.no.xide geke:t rt werden, die man 

ja apaeter, wenn das 1. terial nicnt m(~hr geb!l!e.u .ht wird , jeder­

zei t auf dem Jlarkt ... vielle ioht s oea.r mit Gewi L.'l - verkaufen 

ka.nn. Ob es gelinJen wird~ eine {eeierungsetelle zu eincm sol-

chen Schritt zu 'bewegen. weiss 1ch na.tuerlich nioht+ Vielleioht 

wuerde man ea mit einell klugen S"pelrulanten leiohter h.aben. 

H t freundl i(lhen "' rues sen 

rnr sehr ergebener 

(Leo ~~t. il .r' ) 

/( 



den 3. 10. 1939 

Lieber Herr Professor! 

Wigner und ich haben vorige Woche Dr . 
Sachs besucht, der una gestanden hat, dass er 
immer noch auf Ihrem Brier sitzt. Er sagte, er 
haette wiederholt mit dem Sekretaer von Roose­
velt telephoniert und den ~indruek gewonnen, 
dass Roosevelt so ueberlastet iat, dass es klue­
ger waere, ihn spaeter zu sehen~ Er hatte vor, 
diese Woche naeh Washington zu fa~ren. 

Es ist durehaus moeglich, dass Sachs un­
brauchbar ist. Gegebenenfalls muessen wir die 
Sache in die Hand eines Anderen legen. Ich habe 
mit Wigner verabredet, dass wir Sachs noah eine 
Frist von 10 Tagen lassen. Dann werde ich Ihnen 
wieder schreiben, wie die Sache steht • 

... a t freundlichen Gruess.en 
Ihr sehr ergebener 

(Leo Szilard) 

J( 



UNDER 
KNOTT MANAGE ME NT 

420 WEST 116 ~~ STREET 

NEW YORK 

O P PO SII E CO L U M U I A UN I VERS IT Y 

den 3. 10. 1939 

TEL EPHONE 

UNIVERSI T Y 4-2700 

/ 

Lieber· Herr Professor! 

Wigner und ich haben vorige Woche Dr. 
Sachs besucht, der uns gestanden hat, dass er 
immer noch auf Ihrem Brief sitzt. Er sagte, er 
haette Wiederholt mit dem Sekretaer von Roose­
velt telephoniert und den Eindruck gewonnen, 
daas Roosevelt so ueberlastet ist, dass es klue­
ger waere, ihn spaeter zu sehen. Er hatte vor, 
diese Woche nach Washington zu fahren. 

Es ist durchaus moeglich, dass Sachs un­
brauchbar ist. Gegebenenfalls muessen wir die 
Sache in die Hand eines Anderen legen. Ich habe 
mit Wigner verabredet, dass wir Sachs noch eine 
Frist von 10 Tagen lassen. Dann werde ich Ihnen 

· Wieder schreiben, wie die Sache steht. 

Mit freundlichen Gruessen 
Ihr pehr ergebener 
-<~~ 

(Leo' Szilard) 

PLAN TO VI S IT N CW YO R K WORL D' S -FAIR l jj39 
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Li ber He~r ?rofossort 

Rot l !'"ins' e crown 
420 Weet lloth Street 
l{ew York City 

den 11. Oktobor 1939 

Wigner hat Ihnen wohl teltphonisoh beriobtet, dS$ Dr. s eha 

(von :rJeirrna!l 0?l'pora.t ion )vorige 7oehe 1n ·ashiagton war, dem Praes14en ... 

ten eisenhaendtg lhren ~rief uebergeben hat. und dass der Praeeident 

iiesen :S:!'ief' aufmerkoam t~urahlao. :r;r .. Sachs epracil am vorigen Same-

tag tele,':lilonisch mit seiner Sekretae:rin, diese spraeh telephonisch 

mit 1 t:r, teh sp::"e.ch t <? leplH>~ iac~.i. r:.:H ;: !.gnor und Wi,gner telephtmierte 

Mit lhnen. D& d1e&o Art de:t:> J:rachr i ci .. t enuebo:.··r.:li ttlUflB vielleicht et .... 

wn.a zu indirekt io t , rmeohte iv:1 ilm<n heut~, uacb.dem ich Sachs ge-. 

stern t esprochen hc.bo J br ... ef l i ~b. uerici.ite:.l .. 

Sie ha'ben iu :hrem :Brief 1.1..n ... .:oos velt den Yorsehla.g gemaoh.t, 

dass a in Vcrb1ndu:n_;sgJ.icil g~ o,..;ho.fT n w·ird., welches den Kontakt zwi ... 

velt fra e nun Sachs. welohe sorm er zur Durohfuehrung Ihres Vor· 

sohlagcs emptehle:t'l wu.erde. Dr. Sa.eha sotl.lu~ vor • au J.i~sem Zweck ein 

Komitee von niaht ~ehr al drei Personen ~u ern$nnen. 

Roosevelt hat diesen Vot·aohla.g akzopti-ert und ein Komitee er-

nannt, bestehend aus I\:ti!J('l'S• dem Leiter des Bureau of ~-~tantiards in 

Washington, aus e'l.l'lem ... olouel, dor wohl die Armee repraesentiert; 

und einem Commtuldex·, der, wie ioh annebme, die .iiavy -vertritt. Brigge 

hat an Sachs. gesohrieben und 1hn sabeten,. ~u der ersten ••it.tunt?; die• 

ees Komiteee (weloh jetzt aur S&mst g vor.mittag festgelegt worden 
ist), na.ch w~~.ahington m1 kommen und. Wigner und mich mi t'ubringen, 



-~-

6amit Jemand 4a iet , lier ueber ttlohntaobe 1Un~elhe1ten Auoku.nft se­

ben kann. Da ee fuer Wiener und mioh eehw1er1G e 1n wuerde, allzu 

ha ufig n ch Washington au :f."ahr n 1 b.at 3achs auf meine lH tte :Sri ~a 

heute ttlephoniaoh ngorufon und mit thm ve~abredet, Q.ass Dr. Teller, 

d r dnue.rn4 in W ahiniton iut uad ~en nrtggs.n~tuerlioh konnt, zu 

dieaer Benpreahung ~u3eaogen wi~. So werden wir wabrsdhe!nlich 

naohber ueber ':'e ler den Konta.kt rait Drig$S aut w1rkaame .,.~eia ~.Wt ... 

r ~t erhalten koonnen.. 

~all. miob oine etwas hi~.rtna ckiao ... ::t-1~(1.~1 tung llicht d.aran hin• 

crt, werd ich ,b.evor ioh naoh '7lfui ~l!ng·to.u f~lN!, uoch nneh Prince­

ton kol\Jnan, una ioh hot•t• , "-tistl wi~ dtmth \lenn es Ihl"$ :~ eit geet t­

tet, ueber all die sohwobendon \cf6-gon sproohen koennen. 

;u t treu:ndl che:u ill'U~seen 



Lieber Herr Professor! 

420 West ll~th Street 
New York City 

den 7. Uaerz 1940 

Den Briefentwurf, den vir zusammen -durchgesprochen 

habe,,habe 1ch Dr. Sachs zugesandt. Er schlaegt, wia 

Sie aus seinem anliegenden Brief sehen, gewisse Aende­

rungen vor. Diese und andere Aenderungen sind mit 

Bleistift in dam letzten Entwurf eingetragen, ~~d Sie 

koennen jeweils an dem Gekritzel seben, welche Aende-

rungsvorschlaege von Sachs und welche von m:tr sta.mmen. 

h1 be1.11egenden Umschla.g finden Sie die neue 

Fassung, in dar ich versucht babe, den .'Vuenschen von 

Dr. Sachs, so weit es mir moeglich achien, nach zukom-

men. Eine Kopie fuer Ihre Akten liegt ebenfalla 1m 

Umaehlag. 

Falls Sie einige der Aenderungen wieder rueck-

gaengig machen oder sonst etwas aendern wollen, so 

koennten Sie Ihre Korrekturen in das saubere Exempla~ 

eintragen und mir d1eses zur nochmaligen Abschrift zu­

rueekschicken. 

~it freundlichem Gruss 

Ihr sehr ergebener 



L;vys1e\VJ ~ S0c hS 

no+ ~)". \ . 



Dr. Alexander Sachs 
c/o Lehman Corporation 
One South William Street 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Sachs: 

March 7, 1940 

I understand that you are familiar vrith the sit-

uation which has arisen in connection with the study of' 

uranium, and that thanks to your disinterested interven­

tion in October some support will now be forthcoming f'or 

certain experiments on uranium. 

Last year, when I realized the danger which 

might arise out of' this situation, I thought it my duty 

to draw the attention of the administration to this point. 

You will perhaps remember that in the letter which I ad­

dressed to the President I also mentioned the f'act that 

C.F. von Weizsaecker, son of' the German Secretary of' 

State von Weizsaecker, was collaborating with a group of 

chemists working on uranium at one of the Kaiser Wilhelm 

Institutes, namely the Institute of Chemistry. I have 

now learned that this research is being carried out in 

great secrecy, and that it has been extended to another 

of' the Kaiser Wilhelm Institutes, the Institute of' Phys­

ics. This Institute has been taken over by the govern­

ment, and a group of physicists is now working there on 



uranium under the leadership of Weizsaecker in collabor­

ation with the group of chemists at the Institute of 

Chemistry. 

Should you think it advisable to relay this in­

formation to the administration in Washington, please 

consider yourself free to do so. Would you perhaps be 

kind enough to let me know whether you intend to forward 

this information? 

Dr. Szilard has shown me the manuscripts of two 

papers which he has sent to the Physical Review. A method 

for setting up a chain reaction is described in detail in 

these papers which will appear in print in the near fut­

ure unless something is done to prevent their publication. 

I have discussed this and other aspects of the 

situation with Dr. Wigner of Princeton University and Dr. 

Szilard in the light of the information which is at pres­

ent available. They will let you have a short memoran-

dum informing you of the progress made since October last 

year, so that you may be able to take such action as you 

think necessary in the circumstances. You will see that 

the work of Dr. Szilard has proceeded along a line en­

tirely different from that pursued by Joliot in France, 

about whose work you may have seen reports in the papers. 

Yours very truly, 



\ 
\ 

.. 
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Dr. A. Sac lui 
c/o Lehan Corp. 
1 South flfilllaa st. 
lew York, 1. I. 

Dear Dr. Sacha& 

A. E1Dste1D 
U2 Mercer Road 
k'riDcetoD, II.J. 

. March 7, 1940 

In view of our comaon concern in the bearings of certain experi­

•ntal work in problems connected with national defense, I wish to draw 

your attention to the Qevelopment which has taken place since the conference 

that was arranged through your good offices in October last year between 

scientists engaged in this work and governmental representatives. 

Last year when I realized that results of national importance 
) 

~ght arise out of the research on uranium, ~ thought it fllY duty to inform 

the A.dainistration of this possibility.~ You will perhaps remember that 

in the letter which I ·addressed to the ~resident I also mentioned the 

'fact that c. F. von Weizsaecker, son of the German Secretary of State, 

von Weizsaecker, was collaborating with a group of chemists working upon 

uranium at one of the Kaiser Wilhelm institutes, namely, the Institute 

of Chemistry. bince the outbreak of the war, interest in uranium has 

intensified in Germany. I have now learned that research there is being 

carried out in great secrecy ana that it has been extended to another of 

the Kaiser Wilhelm institutes, the Institute of Physics. !he latter has 

been taken over by the Government and a group of physicists, under the 

lea4ership of <.:. }''. von Weizsaecker, who is now working there on uranium 

in collaboration with the Institute of Chemistry. 'l'he former director 

was sent away on a leave of absence apparently for the duration of the war. 



II 

-2-

Should 70'1 tb1Dk it ad~bl.e to relq tbia 1Dfor-.t1on to 

tl;le freeident, pleue consider yourself free to do so. till yaa be 

kind enough to let • know if you are taking uq action in thia direct1oa. 
1-v 

Dr. ZiJ../.ard bas showh • the -.nuscr1pt which lw 1a aeDding to 

the ~sics Review in which be describes in detail a .. thod tor setting 

up a chain reaction in uraniua. The papers will appear in pr~t UDleea 

they are held up, and the question arises whether so•thing ought to be 

done to withhold publication. The answer to this question w1ll depend 

on the general policy which is being adopted by the Adainistration with 

respect to uranium. 
I 
:/' I '-

I have discussed with Professor ~gner of Princeton UniTersity 

and Dr ~1 lard the situation in the light of tbe 1nfor~~ation that is 

available. Dr J zil\a.rd will let you baTe a aea:>randUil inf oraing you of 

the progress aa.de since October last year so that you will be able to 

take such action as you ~hink in the circu.atances advisable. You will 

see that the line he has pbrsued is different and apparently more ~­

ing than the line pursued by Monsieur Jolift in !''ranee about whose work 

you may have seen reports in the papers. 

Yours sincerely, 

AJ.bert Einstein 
(Signed) 



Dr . Aloxnndor Sachs 
c . o Ls.hman Corporation 
One outh rJ1 ll1am Stre t 
New Yo.rk City 

In viev; of our common cone ern in the bearings of 

CGrta1n axpet"!mental work on problems eonneetQd with ne• 

t1onal a tense, I wish to draw your attention t '.J the de­

velopmunt which baa takon place sines the eonfo~0neo 

that wac arranged thPot~b your good off1o~s 1n Oetobor 

last yeaP between soi~~iat& engaged in thia work and 

gov· rnment l reprGeentativets. 

Lost year, when I ra 1 zed that results of na­

t1onel 1:nportenoe might nriS$ out ot the research on 

uranium, I thought 1t my duty to inform the Adm'~n1a­

t:ra t!.on of this oossHr111. ty. You w11l perhaps remember 

that in the letter which I a.ddressod to th Pr•osidant I 

·also mentioned tha fact tho.t 0.1~ . von ~tc1mae.acker 11 son 

ot the Gerqn SecrGtory ot State von Wo:t zoaeckor, ·as 

oollflbora t1ng with a group of chemists working on uran• 

1um at one ot the Ka1aer '1lholm Inst1 tutee, nm,moly the 

Institute ot ChQru1stry. 

81nc the outbreak of t.be ~ar inter eat .n urnn1um. 
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h8S 1nten 1£1ed in Oe~many. I ve now le rned ~t re• 

se rch the~e is be ng earrted out in great aeereo~, and 

that 1t ! s been ext nded to another of tha Knis r ~11-

belm lnst!tutes, tho Institute or Physics . Th latter 

h s been t: ken ove:r by th .,ovornm(;)nt , ant:\ a group o 

pbyed.ci t under the le dersh1p of C. t1• . von \ iz neckor 

ie no ·ork1ng there on uran1um 1n collaboration ~1th 

tho Institute of C.hem1etry. 'the former d,.rector was sont 

w yon le ve or baeno , ·~ arontly for the auration 

ot tbe w :r . 

Should ~ou think 1t dv1s ble to relay this in• 

formation to the President , pl aeG consider your&elf 

free to o so . Woul d you p~rhaps be kind enough to let 

m. ow whether you are taking ny action in th1 eon• 

noc~t1on? 

Dr . Sz11 rd has nhown m& the nueeripts or two 

p p re b1eh he s sent to tk Phy teal Review, 1n 

which ne deact>1bea in dGt 11 a method £or setting up 

a. eba1n ro ct1on 1n u~anium. The a papers w1ll p1e r 

1n print unlase they are h ld up• and the ouost on 

arises hethor something ou~ht to be done to ' tbhold 

pUblic tion . The answer to this qu stlon ~ 111 epend 

on tb gen r 1 o11e.,- h1eh a b&1fl8 adoptod by the 

Adm1n1etrnt1on 1th res ct to ur n!um. 

I have discuss d Jth Dr. 11gnor o£ Yr1nceton 

Univ r ty and Dr . ~zil rd tho 1tu t1on in th l1~ht 



of the 1nfor,muv1on lieh s no 1 avs le.-. e . Dr . S·~ilnrd 

will 1 et you have a memora um inform.- n :~ you of the pro­

g:r•ess nmde aince October last ;rear, so tllat ou m y b 

abl to tuka S"u.ch ot1mn as you. tlJ1nk 1n the oil"CUL.'l• 

stances .dvisabla , You will ~eo ;h t the l!no which 

he bas pursu d is dif!'eront trom and app rsntly oro 

prom sing tban the line pu1•sued by u. Jol:to ·t in Pronoo, 

bout 1oso wol*k you mny hnve seon roports in ~~G 

apors. 



April l5, 1940 

De r .Or. Un ins 

ln co nect1on with your portant eo unication of 
M :r.oh 7tb 1n r• oro. to t.he re. earch in uranium n 1 ts b M·ing 
on o.atione.l d.ef'ease, I •rote to the ¥resident on &reh 15th, 
· 8 r nolo ... ed copy 1 .rld hav at fir t :reaei v d n acknow­
ledgment. fro hi secretary, <.ten ral ataon. .l.t \YoulQ .ppe r 
:1:·t u on hi :retl.ll"Jl to \t slli ton aft r hi. trip to tne. · 

Canal ~one, h aeoi ed adopt the procedurtl eu geat.e in l!!Y 
original communic t o~ ceordingly, I rec ivGd on Sa~~rday, 
Aprll l!!ith, lett~r of ni d&ted April •th wbicb nt:J po t-

rk d f'rom t h.1n•;ton on April liithJ lhaO · •• , - d lay 
n1 h 1a underltQ.dabl in •iew of th tra. ic i:nt rna' ional 
ccurrenc& of th~ 1nt rve ing •eek. In th w~ke of tl~t 

1 te I Also reeeiv d on th l~th a note troQ General 
W t• date the 5th, and, in fu~therenc• of $ telephone 
call on 8-flturdq • Dr.. r igga 1 e letti!r ot' t 15th. 

llt.urAl..ly 1 bitvi.D ~ b .en brought into th(<l orbit of 
this proble bf Dr. Szilard, I have b en in continuous touch 
wi tb h111 at every t&. e of th de lopraents . nd over tbia 
weekend nd particul.arlJ today we na..-e diacusse4 aap.ects of 
the pprop:ri te ~rocedure for the torthoomlng conr renee 
which the President bE< in tructed Gener&l .t on and Dr. 
Drigg to arr~nge in conformity with tbe ide&e i plicit in 
your original tter. ltiJ I e.dd thtl:t in the interest of aaau.r-
1 n &dequete scale for t experimentation and right te. o 
for the work 1t will be •ott h lftul if you could sea your way 
t.c atteD(Jing, e.lon£ 'ldth Dr • igner and dlard, ee r a eu1·e 
t.at the ?roeident would feel •ll tho aoro confident and would 
bo d~li~t d to kno• that any progr~ t. at ie worked out ill 
ht. e b&.d tour aa ciou cooper&tion e:nd your pproval. 

I lookinG to~&rd ~o aeeing you ~nd conferring 
ith you b for th meeting whioh, o•in~ t the exigencies of 

eon! renee and tb dev lopt.Qent of a c::oo .. diSU'Ite policy, 1 ht 
require po. tponem•nt. 

Dr. Albert. .d. tein, 
ll arcer ~loAd• 

r1nc ton, • J .. 

Youre s-ince ely, 

\ 

,. /) 
) 

I v 



Professor Albert Einstein 
112 I!Tercer Street 
Princeton, NtJ. 

Lieber Herr ProfessorJ 

420 West ll6tb Street 
New York Cit;y 

den 19. April 1940 

Anliegend achicke ich Ihnen den Brief von Briggs zurueck. 

Dr. Sachs s~t mir; dass das Meeting nicht am Montag stattfin­

den wit~. F\ler den Fall, dass Sie absagen wollen, werden wir 

ein~n ho~fliehen ~lischen Absagebrief vorbereiten, den Sie 

dann naoh Gutduenken benutzen koennen-. 

Mi t Dr. Sa.ohs habe ich ver,.abredet, dass wir Thre Sonn· 

tagsrube nicht stoeren werden·. Da er Sie gern sprechen moech­

te, wird einer von uns 1m Laufe •der naeoh&ten Vloche bei Ihnen 

anru-felllfl um Sie zu f"rsgen, wann es Ihnen recht waere, ihn zu 

sehen. 

Mit freundlichem Gruss 

Ihr sebr ergebener 





Dr. ty$8A J. Briggs , Dir@etor, 
titional llh.ar·ea.u. of tend rdt f 

U. s. Department of (;;.omr.nerce, 
&2tll!ngt.ont D. C. 

Dear D:r. "':riggea 

I thank you for your recent eommun1c tlon cone rning 
a meeting of the Special Advi. ory Committee G;;p;poin'hed by 
Prearl.dent liooeevelt. _ 

As, to ~ ~egret• I shall not be able to attend thie 
meetifti, I have dieousft&Ci wi tb LT. · 1gns:r and Dr. Sacha pm.nicultu'­
l.y the quef!M,ons a~·isiJlg oat of tho w-ork of Dr. Fermi and Dr. 
Stiu:rd. I am convinced .ae to th wisdom and the urger.u~y o.f 
creati.Qg the conditions under whi<r:h that. and related work cu 
be carried out with greater speed and on l.argel'" -c&le than 
hit.bsrt.o. I tcae interested in a • geetion made 'by Dr. S chs 
that the 5pee1al Advi&ory Co~ttee submit n&mes of persons 
to eerv• ae e board of t:ruatees fc>Jt· non...profit organization 
which, with the approval of t.bt Goverr:ment committee, should 
eeem·e from goverruaental or pri va.te sourcH&$ 1 or bo n, the 
neeeS$1U"Y funds for· carrytn,g out the work. It seems to 'Q18 tha' 
such an oreanba:tion woulA prcnide a framework •hieb een~l.d 
gt,v.a Dra. lanai and "dlal'd end ecr-1torkers th neceeeuy 
scop • 'l'he pr ;p .rfition or 1>he l!i!.rge scale ~eriment and tO. 
explor~tion of the •arious possibilities ~itb reg&rd Ct prac• 
tical a:ppllo tions ie a ta_-k of eonsidera.ole cotAple:xi ty • dlt 
l think that given such & framework and 1>he heoessary fund•, 
it could be carried out much f ster than through a loose 
eQoperation of Univer.a1 ty U.boratories and Government 
depaz-tmente. 

Copy to Dr. ~obe 

X 



April 15, 1940 

In c<mnection with your 1 pQl't&n"f. eo :unic&tion of 
Ma.rch 7th in r , s:td to ,t re ~•:rch in w·anium u 1 ts bear-ing 
on nat1on~l defeaee, I wrote to th ?re&1dent on &rch 15th, 
~s pe~ nolo~ed copy. >ld hav t fir t received n oknow-
leugment. from his sec:r~t :n,, <.:ten :· 1 .,ataon. .l.t l:lld appe r· 
t:1 1· t upon hie r ti.U'n to w . e;, inc ton aft· r hi. rip to th• 
Canal Zone, he deai ed to adopt the proce<iu:re sug · este in 1: y 
original co . \Wi:Cati.oft. ccordingly, I re:.c iv- d ot Sat.'llrd&y, 
April l11ith, letter of 1is d ted April 5th wbicb " 8 ;oost­
ma,..ketd f'x·em Y.ueh1ntton on April ll::th, ba80 P.M., - delay 
•hleh 1s unde:retqdable in vie of the tra ic i.nt rmation&l 
occurr ne$ of the tnt ~v·ning eek. In th wake of that 
latter 1 Also r eelv d on the l th a note fro~ General 
riatso cleated the 5th, s..nd, in furtherenee of f!lo telepr..one 
6-ll on S6turd6.y1 Dr. d:rigs's lett r of the 15th • 

.Naturally • having be.en brought into the orbit. of 
thia proble::n by Dr. SzUarcl, l h1.ve b en in continuoue. touoh 
with him at every rrte. e o! th~ devclopmento an over this 
weekend ~nd p rticularl1 toda~ we h ve diac~ssed Htpects of 
the e.ppropri te ;.'l'Ocedm·e for the forthcoming conference 
whic 1 the President h~;;. 1n$truct d Oenerlrl.l a-otaon and DT. 
~rigg to arrange i~ conformity with tbe ide e 1 plicit in 
your- -ori ~inal lett -r. le.y I t!.dd thet in the inter st of aaaur­
ing en ~dequ&te seale for the experiment&.tion ~nd right tempo 
for the llork 1i ill be Of.t heljtul if you could sec your ·c;.y 
to e;.ttelifiin ·, e~on , with Drs. f>'i{Jner and · zilard, E' r am u1·e 
't.~ t t.he heeident would feel U tho more confident and woul · 
b delight. d to knoll~ that ny progra.11 t o.t is worked out will 
have had your agftcious coop~r · tion and yo1~ approval. 

I ~· loo.d.ng forwerd ·t.o 1.-eeing you and oo. ferring 
:ith you before the eeting which, owin;. to "h6 exi enc:i.es of 
oonference And the d v lop1;1ent of a coo:tdin~te ·>olicy, i ht 
:require poFtpone'm nt. 

Dr. Albert rin t~in, 
ll •ercer Kosd, 
PrirlOeton, '. J. 

Yours sincerely, 



Professor Albert Einstein 
112 ~ercer Street 
Princeton, N.J. 

Lieber Herr ProfessorJ 

420 West ll6th Street 
New York City 

den 19. April 1940 

Anliegend schicke ich Ihnen den Brief von Bri&ga zurueck. 

Dr. Sachs sagt mir; dass das ~eeting nicht am ~ontag statt~in­

den wir~. Fuer den Fall, dass Sie abs~en wollen, werden wir 

einen hoeflichen ~lisoben Absagebrief vorbereiten, den Sie 

dann nach Gutduenken benutzen koennen. 

Mit Dr. Sachs babe ich verabredet, dass wir Ihre Sonn· 

tagsruhe nicht stoeren werden. Da er Sie gern sprechen moeoh­

te, wird einer von uns im Laufe der naechsten Woche bei Ihnen 

anru~eD4 um Sie zu fragen, wann es Ihnen recht waere , ihn zu 

sehen. 

Mit freundlichem Gruss 

Ihr sebr ergebener 





Dr. Lyman J . Brigge • Dir~.eter, 
National Ihn"ea:~ ot SthtndG.:rda, 
U, 8. Dep~rtm.nt of Commerc , 
Waehington, D, c. 

De~r ~r. ~riGgec 

I thank y-ou for your recent e&mmun1o8t1Qn acnof!l!:rning 

a ~•ut~ti.~ of thG Speoial Advtesory Co.tnmittee appointed by 

P:r~erl.de~t J.<.eooevelt . 

As; to t regret, I hall not be 6ble to atteD~ this 

meHllt1ng, I nave di~H')\is&ed wi tb L'r • · ign$:r and Dr. Sachs pm.rtlcultU'­

l.y the questions arif!in out of th~ w_.rk ot :Or,. Fermi and Dr .. 

Stile.:rd. l an\ convinced e.e to th• Ylisdom and the urgency of 

creating the ooncU t.ions undJSr rwhich t~t au:~.d related work 'l'Jm 

be carried out wi \h ~preett':IF !lip$ad and. on a large;r; scale than 

hitherto. I Yt&l· interested in & au~u~e.etiGll mac.ie b1 Dr. a G.b.& 

that t e Special MvisQry Co~ttee submit na.;1es of peJ.~sons 

to serve aa e board o.t" tr\4a\ees tox· a non...profit or-ga:niaation 

whieh, Y£ith the appr~val of th~ Government. eomll\itt&e, should 

secm·e from govel'lilJnental or private sources, or both, the 

necesse:ry futlds f<:J~l? oan·yi5g out the wo:rk. It seema to me that 

such an o.:rg&niZation 110uld provide a framework 'tfllich eo:u.ld 

give Drs. F rmi ~n4 ailard and co-workers the neceseary 

scope . The pr~pa.rat.ion of the l.~J;ge sca.le e.xpei·iment aQd. the 

oxplor~tion of the varioue poseibilitiee witb reg~rd Ct pwae-

ti.cal appllontions is a tt\sk of eoneiderabl.Et comple::U ty • tfff!lll:-

l think tha\ g1v~n such framework and the neoessary tundp, 

it could be onrriecl out mueh .fasteJ' t.bm through a loo" 

cooperation of Unt"ite:raity laboratories and Gove:r:nment. 

d e~rtments. 

I ow:-.s sine~:rel:y, ', 

Copy to Dr. ~eh 

)( 
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PROF ALBERT EINSTE(N~ 
112 MERCER ST 
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HAVE RECE fVED NEW SCRi'PT FROM METRO GOLDWYN MAYER AND AM - - -- ~ . ~ -
WRJT!"NG THAT f HAVE NO OBJECTION TO USE OF MY NAME iN IT - . - . 

SUBJECT TO SOME VERY MINOR CHANGES IN PHRASING~ UNDERSTAND 
THAT SAM MARX HAS MAiLED TO YOU AND f WISH TO SUGGEST THAT 
UPON RECEJ_PT _oF" ~~~_tP_ l~ _ You wiRE HIM CAR.~ oFfMETRojGoLDWYN 
MAYER C UL ~ E R C f T Y'~t CAL .l F 0 ~ N) A}- AND AD V I S E H I 1\fl WHET r1 E R 0 R NOT 
YOU AGREE TO THE USE OF YOUR NAME ;• REGARDs= ·· - .. 

SZILLARD. 

SZILARD 
- .. . . 

•nu;: COMPANY '\Vll-l, Al'PR}>;<JIAT.t:: SUGGESTIONS }'1<0~[ JT!:\ PA1' ltONS C o:<Cf.:JlNI.NG ITS HJEl'l.VJC¥~ 
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The Honorable Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
The President of the United States 
The White House 
washington, D. c. 

Sir: 

112 Mercer Street 
Princeton, New Jersey 
Mardi 25, 1945 

I am writing you to introduce Dr. L. Szilard who pro­

poses to submit to you certain considerations and recommendations. 

Unusual circumstances which I shall describe further below induce 

me to take this action in spite of the fact tha~~ do not know the 

substance of the considerations and recommendations which Dr. 

Szilard proposes to submit to you. 

In the summer of 1939 Dr. Szilard put before me his views 

concerning the potential importance of uranium for national defense. 

He was greatly disturbed by the potentialities involved and anxious 

that the United States Government be advised of them as soon as 

possible. Dr. Szilard, who is one of the discoverers of the.neutron 

emission of uranium on which all present work on uranium iB based, 

described to me a specific system which he devised and which he 

thought would make it possible to set up a cha~ reaction in un­

separated uranium in the immediate future. Having known him for 

over twenty years both from his scientific work and personally, 

I have much confidence in his judgment and it was on the basis of 

his judgment as well as my own that I took the liberty to approach 

you in connection with this subject. You responded to my letter 

dated August 2, 1939 by the appointment of a committee under the 

chairmanship of Dr. Briggs and thus started the Government's ac­

tivity in this field. 

The terms of secrecy under which Dr. Szilard is working 

at present do not permit him to give me information about his work; 

however, I understand that he now is greatly concerned about the 

lack of adequate contact between scientists who are doing this 

work and those members of your Cabinet who are responsible for 

formulating policy. In the circumstances I consider it my duty 

to give Dr. Szilard this introduction and I wish to express the 

hope that you will be able to give his presentation of the case 

your personal attention. 

Very truly yours, 

-----



Prof. Alb.rt Einatein 
112 orce:r st. 
Pr-inceton; • J. 

near Pror. Einstein; 

&fuly 6.- 1946 

Following the eting which Dr. Ure:r and I had in yottt- house ! 

spent th lf'OGk• a.s I said I would, lo.oldztg into the questions connected 

with the opeeration of the PEmert;ancy CO!mnittee of Atomic s~i ~is"ts. 11 

In Now York I ~t • tolcher e.nd Fa·ther CQnma.y ot the Hatio1'l8.l 

Comittee on Atolllie Intor tion in ).fr._ Ora.mt e of't':tce.. I told • loh.r 

that when he talked with me over the telephone and 'Vil.en I agreed tha't f1.f'/ 

:name be used in oonnection with u appeal tor t\md.s to be nade by' the 

;tiona.l Committee on At.omio Intonation. I waa merely agreeing to serve on 

a COill!li ttee sponsori.ng an appeal de by the tion&l Committee. Fartioipa~ 

nakos an appeal in ita own nam.o and o.olloots funds_. involvos responsibilities. 

both :ral ond legal which I at'l not c.ble to take on unless the Committee is 

forlllll.lized and its relationships with other orga.ni%B.tio.ne is clearly de.finoo. 

It s • · 1 s view th9.t it 'WO.l ld be ery Q.ifficult to raise 

t10ney for the National Oonn.i tt&e of Atomic Inf'ol"tlation if 'the plea wore nado 

directly by tba t oreanisation and your group would merely sponsor that ple&. 

~r . OraJn thou~t that if' the Emergency Committee ot Atomic. Scientiats actual-

ine; fairly lar0 e funds. With this posaibility in rlew I had repee.ted 

conversations with Mi.abael Stre.ight, !'rofessor Hecht of Columbia Uru.veraity, 

and Joe Scha.ttner in the hope that two out of the three lXli&ht be 



. ' , 

willing to serv s ofi"icers if the group hould decide to r o lize the 

Emergency C of Atomic Sci ntiats a.nd contimt a.s a fund raising 

organization. • Joe Soha.fi'ner 

both by Proteaaor Hecht and daley 

turally. if such an organization is inoorp(>rated tmd is built up 

in a twxl raia drive bot e thG ioan Pu.bl1e. it will have both rAl 

and to ial responsibilities. It ia my personal t t, apart from :ving 

certain 11 defined c tmont with resp ct to 1:h atiODal C t e or 

Ato ic Information and possibly e.lao ~ ~ Federation of American Scienttsta. 

it thould b its o r ponaibility to decide how funds ntru to it might 

be best d. It the organization ia incorporated it will have et~a at 

regular intervals and tb beat use of the .f'und.l ich ght be entrusted to 

it would b the nattu"al topic or discussion at uch tine•· As a · tter of 

~ot. I can ae how such et1ng held at rogul&r intervals might load to a 

claritioation ot our own thought and how the resul of our delibel'&tio • 

rovided e eu..t"ticient time in our dJ.scua ions to thrash out controversial 

issues • might be ot s ~ ral w.lue. If' a.r lucky. out ot such discus-

siona there might a ergo so real contribution toward the solution of the 

probl around which all this activity revolves. the abolition or • 
There would be o!' oourse no objection t e;iv tional Co ttoe 

ot Atomic Infonation an ssura.:ace that your group would not make ey donations 

to other or bations as long aa the I tional Committee has not reoeiv the 

nt corresponding to the cal o~ the pres t t'Und raising driv aa speci£i 

by th& arrang t which the at1onal Co ttee Dade w.i. th • 1his 

amounts to 160.,000 or perhap 200.,000, and the l rger amount might er s 

al• care of the diate needs of the ration or r Sciantiata. 
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Otherwise. bo'WV'er, if the appea.l is d by your group in the 

miUlllGZ' in lfhich the ca.mpaiOl has hitherto been conducted, your group ought 

to be tree to decide a.coording to ito own conscience when and in What ro 
to appeal for tun.ds and what the best us-e ot thneo .fu:!'lds na.y be which are 

not ea.narked. My feeling i .e. that· oven it your group were formalized and in• 

corpora.ted, I 1VOU.ld ro:th r not be part of it if it is expected to act as 
. . dlllllr.ty • that ia if it cannot exercise any judgment. for in those cirou tancq 

I do not believe that your group can disoba.rge its responsibilities wh.i:ch are I. 
' 

implied in appealing .for funds in its own nam.. 

These are of course only my awn personal Vifn.'m and 11.0 one els-e is 

bound by them. !n pt"esenting thGm yesterday to members of the !1ationa.l Co 

mi ttee ot AtQmic Information I made this f'aot clear to all those oon.oerned. 

Having stayed &.118.y 1\-om Ohiee..go tor more tban a week in place o-t 
just the week end as o.rigitally intended, I find that l ba.ve to J"aturn now 

and wiU be una.bl• to do ~bing further about this ma. tter :t0:r the time in.g. 
Yesterday the National Committee on Atomic Information thought perhaps of pro--

ceedi.Dg to call a meet~g of your group. ot off'icer.a of the National Colllltittee 

and ot the Federation of: American Soientiata. I do not know whether this plan 
will go through but the procedure is .ao conplioated that I personally wnuld 

:rather not become involved in it. 

I hope th&t it will be possible to: reach a. clarification of th re-

lat10118hip or your group in discuaiona with the o.f'fieers of the tional 

Colmni ttee and that it will not b& necessary to resort to the awnberaome proo.ess 

of calling the 11\EI'eting mentioned above. If the reaul t of these diSC'.l.asiOXUJ is 

consistent with the general viea presented in this l'Je'mOr&ndum I hould be glad 
to serve on a properly tol"m&lised committee and to actively participate as much 
as circumstances permit. 

Sincerely. 



Jul7 11. 1946 
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Chairman 

HAROLD C. UREY 
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T. R. HOGNESS 

PHILIP M. MORSE 

LINUS PAULING 

LEO SZILARD 

V. F. WEISSKOPF 

OjJicera 
ALBERT EINSTEIN 

President 

HAROLD C. UREY 
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SELIG HECHT 
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JOSEPH H. SCHAFFNER 
Ezecutive Director 
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RooM 28, 90 NAssAu STREET 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

New York OjJice 
ROOM 625, 625 MADISON AVE. 

The Honorable George C. Marshall 
Secretary of State 
Department of State 
WasDin~ ton, D.c. 

1'y dear !r~r. Secretary: 

NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 

Phone ELDORADO 5-0904 

October 11, 1947 

Our colleague, Dr. Leo Szilard, whose deep interest 
in the welfare of free people has often found expression, as 
in his very important part in the development of the atomic 
bomb, has shoYnn us, the Trustees of the Emergency Committee of 
Atomic Scientists, a letter that he has written for transmittal 
to :W:r. Stalin. Yre desire to support his request that he be per­
mitted to transmit this letter to Mr. Stalin through channels 
chosen by him. In givinf. this support to Dr. Szilard's request, 
the Emergency Conm1i ttee points out that Dr. Szilard 1 s appeal 
is his ovm personal creation, and does not necessarily repre­
sent the opinion of the Committee itself. Nevertheless the 
Committee feels that the state of international affairs at 
present is such that a personal effort of this sort is worth 
attempting, even though the chance of success may be very small. 

We have the honor to remain, 

Ver.y truly yours, 

inna.n 

Philip M. Morse 
Acting Executive Director 
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Pr ofessor Albert .Einstein, 
112 Mercer Street, 
Princeton, N. J. 

Dear Profess or I!:ins tein: 

-

1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

rv1ay 4, 1948 

You remember I believe Eenry Usborne 1 s visit to you. 

He formed a group of members of the Brit:'Lsh Parliament wh ich leads 

t h e movement in England aimed e.t the setting up of a World Constitu-
tional Convention. No similar• movement on any organized basis e.x-

ists in the United States as yet, though it is nry impression that the 

rank and file members of' the World Government organizations show a 

preference for this approach. 

Recently Harris Wofford, (a very remarkable student at the 

University of Chicago, who as a high school student founded the 

Student Federalist Movement) managed to get together a group in Chicago 
who pledged itself to try and see in the next few months whether or not 
it is possible to launch an ore;anized movement in this country that 

would more or less parallel the British OI'ganization. He succeeded in 
persuading Stringfellow Bar (up to recently President of St. John's 

Colleg e and one of the authors of the World Constitution, drafted in 

Chicago) to accept the chairmanship of this group. VJe thought that 

perhaps it would be best to call together all those who are lcnovm to 

be sympathetic and who might decide to take some action, to a confer-

ence in Princeton to be held tmvards the end of June, and I am enclos-

ing a letter which I received from Harris Wofford which rela t<:'lS to th:I.s 

proposed conference, and which is self-explanatory. 

I would be very grateful if you could let me know, by telegram 
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(addressed to me collect at Room 7, Social Science Building, Uni­

versity of Chicago) whether you would agree to the use of your name 

as outlined in the enclosure, and whether you would be in a position 

to participate in the Princeton Conference. 
/ 

vr~. ! _.i' l. ; • 't • J'"\ ... t.. ::---,;-:'•t.i~ ·-· '· ;~ ( ... "? 

ti Very sincere:J_y yours, 

Leo Szilard 

P.s. · A copy of the suggested "plan" will be sent to you under 
separate cover. 

2 
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Dear Professor Einstein: 

At the las t meeting of the Emergency Committee, we discussed the 

possibility of bringii16 into existance a "Citizens t Committee for the Study 

of Peace," and I was supposed to carr-,t out an expl?ra tion in this connection 

and to report back to the Committee. I discussed the issue 

the follo~~ng persons: 

Palmer Hoyt, Denver, Colorado ~ 
Thomas L. Finletter, New York 
James Warburg, New York 

f) • Lloyd Garrison, New York / · 
I!Ut£t' 

1 
Ga_rdner Cowles, New York 1 1 •. 

,fj . _ Chester Barnard, New York-­
~t;:, Stringfellow Barr, New York 

Laird Bell, Chicago 
Fowler McCormick, Chicago ..,IJ, f1. 
Marshall Field, Chicago~/~ 
Archibald J. MacLeish,~~ridge, Massachusetts 
Gilbert Vfuite, Haverford, Pennsylvania 
Gideon Seymour, Minneapolis, ~innesota 
Pierce Butler, St. Paul, Minnesota 
Miss Adelaide Enri5ht, St. Paul, Minnesota 4 ~!{t;:~!{:i~.-l~lOe~tioa of Gardner 
~ a 

;:; 
~~~ the war, McDuffie was with John Foster Dulles' law firm. Dur· ·· 

~oniL f' I saw in the company of Marshall McDuffie, who was much interested 

in this project and who I hope will maintain his interest in it. Before 

he 

'/J!-1.1-,_ 1re_ was head of the Boe,rd of Economic Warfa re in the Mi ~ ilkttr~of r. li.t two 

1!/u( ~,}'\ years; subsequently with the State Department in charge .o" ~ L~<\'f 

I
I;~. settlement; and after that, in charge of the UNRRA control commiss 

:J.,./' the Ukraine. At present, he is with Merck and Company of New York, a.na 

his assignment gives ~im enough free time to be able to render a 

when the 'need arises. I have .. mown him now for about five years and ha.d often - ~~ 
~ 

· ~ asked him 1'or guidance on issues which involved the public interest. 

~~ All those whom I saw in Minneapolis and St. Paul, I sew in company of 

~ Mr. and Mrs. Harris Wofford of Scarsdale, New York, end St. Paul, Minnesota, 

1~\N~ ~ 
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whom I have knovm over s period of years and who were very helpful on this 

occasion; they might make important contributions to this enterprize if they 

r amain interested in it. 

Only the names oi those ".re lis ted above with whom I had a full personal 

discussion of the issue; the names of those with whom I did not fully discuss 

the matter or who were contacted by con·espondence, are not included in the 

list. 

All those ~ith whom I have spoken showed d f riendly interest in the 

project, the de~ree of interes t varyin5 from person to person. In some cases 

I was not able to gain a def inite impression as to what the final reaction 

of the man might be if he gave the matt~r further thought. In one case, I 

found very strong interest but at the same time also strong concern about 

the dif1"icul t.ies and obstacles standing in the way of the proposed enterprize. 

I believe that the final reaction of most of those whose names are men­

tioned above will depend on what kind of sponsorship will be forthcoming and 

on just how in detail we shall decide to proceed. Th e diificul ties and obvious 

pitfalls of the enterprize were, of course, stressed by both Marshall McDuffie 

and me in all of our conversations. 

The project as it shapes up in my mind at present as the result of all 

these conversations would be as follows: 

l) The "Citizens' Committee" consists of a Commission and a Board. 

a) The Commission is composed of 10-14 men ~ho will serve full time 

for about six months. For a period of two or three months, the 

Commission may study jointly t he issues involved, hear ~itnesses, 

and other wise gather the required evidence. Then the Commission 

might find it advisable to split up into two teams of five to 

seven persons each. These teams would be assigned the task of 

represen1l.ng the real interest of America and the real interests 

of Russia, respective~, and they would engage in discussions or 
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"negotiations" with each other in order to see whether it is possible 

for them to reach an agreement on all outstandin.:; issues involved, 

including the issue of puttin5 an end to the present arms race. 

b) The transcript of these negotiations and the final agreement, 

if one is reached, will go to a Board of no less than 15 or no more 

than 50 American citizens of national standin6 ," hereafter referred to 

as the "Board" which will transmit it, together with its own findings 

and recommendations, to the American people. 

The function of the Boe.rd is to decide whether the agreement 

worked out ought to be acceptable to the American people, assuming 

that it were d.CCeptable to Russia. The Board will naturally not be 

in a position to say ~nether such an agreement ought to be acceptable 

to Russia. 

Since the function of the Board is to testify as to the validity 

of the conclusions reached by the "American Team", the members of 

the Board {or at least the members of an Executive Committee of the 

Board which might comprize about 15 Board members) will have to 

follow the work of the Commission sufficiently closely to be able to 

form a considered opinion as to the validity of its conclusions. 

Themembers of the Board (or at least the members of its Executive 

Committee) might have to meet with the Commission perhaps for two 

days every month in order to keep in touch with the progress of study 

to familiarize themselves with the difficulties tha t stand in the 

way of a satisfactory agreement, and in order to fully understand 

why certain particulr: r solutions were rejected and other particular 

solutions were adopted. 

2) Because lawyers, by virtue ot their profession, are accustomed to take 

on the case of a client--for a fee--it is natural to turn to laYiyers 

when lookin5 for men suitable to serve on the Hussian team. It would 
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be desirable to enlist the service oi some o ~: t he leadi ng corporation lawyers 

for this purpose, but thi s does not mean t ha t all members of the Commission 

need to be Ja wyers. 

Finding a sa ti sfactory Russian team appear s to be an easier task than 

firrling a sa tisfactory American team, because the only re uirement for a man 

on the Russian team is that he be"8ood", while on the American team, he must 

not only be "good", but al so mm;t enjoy the full conf idence of the Board and 

a certain measure of public confidence. This is so because when it comes 

to details, the Board ~~11 have to rel y t o a large extent on the say-so of 

the American team when f ormula ting i t s own opinion on the merits of the 

proposed settlement. 



l''ebrua.ry 24, 1950 

Dear ~rofessor Einstein: 

Most members of the Emergency Committee will probably agree that the 

Russian-American conflict--in the continued absence of an overall settlement-­

is the source of grave danger. In the absence of such an overall settlement, 

international control of atomic bombs is not like~ to be agreed upon, or 

if it is agreed upon, it is not likely to be maintained for very long. 

The Acheson-Lilienthal report dealt with atomic energy as an -isolated 

issue and its interrelation with other issues has never been adequately 

studied by our Government. I believe tne time has come 1'or us scientists to 

turn our attention to what we may regard as tne key problem; i.e., "What 

kind of an overall settlement would provide the framework in which int er­

national control of atomic energy could satisiactorily operate?" 

I a.m not proposing that such a study be carried out by the Emergency 

Committee or some other group of scientists, but r a ther that we scientists 

take the responsibility for initiating studies dealing with this issue, and 

that we see to it that a.n adequate inquiry into this question is carried out. 

In the present circumstances, it is unlikely that the State Department 

will successfully carry out such a study, and the s tudy will therefore either 

be carried out by priva te initiative or it will not be carried out at all. 

The Secretary of State at his press conference of February 8 made it clear 

that he has lost faith in the possibility of achi evillc; an overall settlement 

with Russia and that be bases his thinking on the indefinite cont inuation of 

the cold war. Clearly as long as this remains the attitude of the State 

Department, it will be incapable of solving the problem vdth which we are 

concerned. To find a satisfactory solution to this problem will require 

imagination, resourcefullness, hard work, and devotion, and we cannot look 

for its solution to those who have lost faith in the possibility of any 

overall settlement. 
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If this problem is not worked on now, later on, when the Government of 

the United States may change its mind and may want to enter into overall 

negotis.tions with Russia, it will be handicapped by the fact that not enough 

serious thought has been devoted to the problems involved. 

As specific courses of action that the Emer~ency Committee might take, 

I propose: 

1) that we initiate the creation of a "Citizens• Committee" for the 

study of the possibilit,y of peace with Russia. See enclosed memorandum A. 

2) that we invite Russian scientists to attend a ten-day conference to 

discuss with us what kind of an overall settlement would provide the frame­

work in which international control of atomic energy can satisfactorily operate. 

See enclosed memorandum B. 

5) that we invite otner like-minded scientists to join with us in 

carrying out the above specific proposals as well as in all other actions 

which v.e might undertake in furtherance of the same general objective. 

This might be eithEr achieved by enlai ging the membership of the Emergency 

Committee or by dllsolving the Emergency Committee and forming a new organization. 

The forthcoming meeting of the Emergency Committee to be held on the 

fourth and fifth of March, d.ll provide an opportunity to discuss the contents 

of my present letter. I am sending copies of it to all trustees of the 

Emergenc.y Committee in order to enable them to give the matter some thought 

in advance of the meeting. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilsrd 



Professor Albert Einstein 
112 ercer Street 
Priboeton, New JerPe,y 

Dee.r rrofes&or Einstein& 

1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 57, Illinois 
Mflrcb ~.J0, 1950 

I em enclosincs & record of the m~ t eri al \ ·bicb I pr·esen ted 

at the last Trustees' J.ieeting. IL is a ILO{HOru.num written in 

U,e form of ~letter adaresscd tu you, ~Dd it hb~ been pre-

pared for the pur ose o.t acciuaintino other·s whont wa mi~ht 

approach in connection with our plans of the points of view 

which were stressed in Princeton. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilerd 

/ 

/ 
,/ 

/ . 
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to be able to :render e. public se:rv"i.ce when the need arises • I f!..ave know-n him now 

for abou.t five years e.nd had often salted him far guidance on. issues which involved 

the publ,.c interest;. 

All those whom I saw 1n 141nnaa.polis and St. Pau~, I Sa\.r in CO!Ii'9.DY of Mr. and 

Mrs. IIarris Wofford of Sc&•sda.le, New· York, and St. Paul, Minnesota, whom I ha-ve 

knCA-m over a :pex-1od of yeara and who 1·rere very helpful on this occasion; they 

might make important contr1butio~~ to this enterprise if they remain interested in it. 

Only the names of ·those are listed above with whom I bad a full personal. dis­

cussion of the issue; the n.a~s of those wi"Gh whom I did not fully diseuse the matter 

or 'rho were contacted by coz'l~espondence, are not included 1n the list. 

All those with whom I have spoken showed a friendly interest in the project, 

the degree of interest varying :f'rom person to person . In some cases I was not able 

to gain a definite impression as to what the final reaction of the man might be if 

he gave the matter further thought. In one caoe, I found very strong interest but 

at the same time alao strong concern about the dif:f'icul.ties and obstac.les standing 

in the -rray of the proposed enterprize. 

I believe that the final reaction of moat of those whose names are mentioned 

above wiJ~ depend on \<~hat kind of spo:nsorship will be forthcoming and on just how 

in detail T,;re shall decide to proceed. The difficu~ties and obvious pitfalls of 

the enterprize were, o:t course, stressed by both MarshalJ. McDuffie and 100 1n all 

of our conversations. 

The project as it ebapee u.p in my mind at present as the result of all these 

conversations would be as follows: 

l) The "CitizenD' Coiimlittee" consists of a CommiBsion and a Board. 

a) The Commission is composed of about 15 men who will serve full tine 

for about six months. For e. period of two or three months, the Commission may 

study jointly the issues involved, hear witnesses, and otherwise gather the re­

quired evidence . Than the Commission might find it adviSable to form out of its 
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members tl-ro temns of po:l;'haJ?S five :persons each. These team vou.1d be assigned 

the task of represontit~ the real interest of America and t he real interests of 
Russia, reo:pecti vely, tl.t'.d they "t.Tould engage in discussions or "negot iations" v i th 

each other in oro.er ·to see whether it is possible for them t o reach an agreement 
on alJ. outst anding issues iuYol vec1, incl uding the issue ot put·cing an end to the 

present artna r ace . 

b) The ·transcript of theae negotiat i ons and t..he final agreement, if one 

ie reached, ~Till go to e. Board of no less than 15 or no more than 50 American citizens 
of national standin81 hereafter referred to as the "Board" whi ch will transmit it, 
together wlth its own findings and recommendations, to the American people . 

The function of the Board i s to o.ec!de whether the agreement worked out ought 
to be acceptable to the Amazoican people, assuming that it W'el"S acceptable to Russia.. 
The Board will nat urally not be in a position to say 1v-hether such a.n a.greement ou-~ht 
to be acceptable to Russia.. 

Since the :funct ion of the Board ia to testif'y as to the val.id!ty of the con­

olusion.a reached by the "American Team," the members of the Board (or at least the 
~mbers ot• a.n Executive Committee of the Board which m..i.ght comprize about 15 Board 

Members) will have to follow t he work of the Commiss ion sufficient~ closely to be 

able to form a consider ed opinion as to the validity of ita conclusions. The :mem­

bers of the Board (or at l.eaat the mambere:: of its Executive Committee) might have 

to neet With the CO"'..mnission pe1·haps for two :f'ull days every month in order to lteep 
in touch with the progress of st~y, to familiarize themselves with the difficulties 
that stand in the way of a satisfactory agreement, and in orde1~ to 1"ul.ly understand 

why certain particular s olutions were rejected and other particular solutions were 
adopted. 

2) Because lawyers, by virtue of their profession, ere accustomed to take 

on tl1e case of a client--for a fee--it is natural to turn to lawyers when looking 
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for men suitable to serve on the Ruasian team. It would be desirable to enllst the 
service of some of the leading corporation lawyers far this purpose, but this does 

not mean that all members of the Co:mrn:!aaion need to be lawyere 

Finding a aati.8factory Ruscian team appaara to bG an easier taak than finding 

a aatiafactory American team, beee.use the o~ requirement tar a man on the Rus1an 

team u that be be "good.," while on the American team, be mu.at not only be "good," 

but al.8o must enJoy the tu.ll confidence of the Board and a certain meaaure of public 

confidence. This is so becawse when it comea to details, the Board Will have to re~ 
to a large extent on the oay-so ot the American team when formulating ita own 
opinion on tbe merits of the proposed aettlement 

The transcript of the negotiationa will allow vhat the difficulties are which 

1tand in the path of a satiofactory agreement, and it might 1how that tbe Commission 

waa able to work out an agreement which 1n their opinion would safeguard the vital 

interest• of America and Russia without infringing upon the vital interests of the 

other nations involved. 

If the C.:>mmiasion succeeds 1n outlining such an agreenent, and if their draft 

finda vide-spread acclaim 1n America at the tine when it is made public, then it is 

conceivable that some apokes!lllm of the Russian government and some spokesman of the 

American government might publicly recognize that draft aa a suitable basta of dis­

cussion far governmental negotiatiou.. 

But even disregarding this poaaibility, there ia much that coW.d be learned 

:from the transcript of the Commission' a negotiations. On atomic energy control, 

for inatance 1 the American govermoont put f'orvard in 1~6 the Baruch Plan which the 

Bua111ans rejected. The transcript ot the negotiations might ahov that the "Ruaaian 

!eam," compoaed of' American c1tizeu charged with representing Ruaaian interests, 

al.ao t1nda the Baruch Plan vnacceptable. 'fhia 1n 1t1Jelt doe• not '8ach ua anything 

mu.ch, but the roaaoned argument ot our "Rualian Team," stating w~ the Baruch Plan 
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ia not acce:P~able to thGlm1 wUl probm.bq shmr us what real interests were involved 
when the Ruasians reJected the B~h Plan and thus poasiblJ diaclo&e the real 
reaaona tor Rusaimn ~~1t1on to the Plan. 

When the Rusitms opposed tlw Buuoh Plan, thGy did aot tell u their real 

reasons far doing •o, and what thay told us ot their re~Uontl, they aaid 1n a 
language which 18 not i!!telligiblc to the American people. Our "Rusaian t~," 

on the other hand 1 vtll not on.1.y tell us w~ they find the Bllruch Plan uuoceptable 
tram the point of v1ev of their "client," but they will tell u their reuona ia a 
laDguge which ve cu. Wlderataad. 

The negaUat1ona in the Commission ve 1 ot courte 1 in no vay a •ubatitute tar 
real Degotiati09 1 but oa the other band, they have t:rom a point ot viev ot intellec .. 
tal clarit1ce:tion, certain rather important advantages over real negatiat1ona. Ia 

the real aegotiationa, curie4 out b;y government&l repreeentativea, the dieplay ot 
uaat.natioa u4 reaourcehlne•• 1m great~ 1nhib1tedJ aueh nesot1.at1ona have to move 
with grea-t caution since it 1• not euy to retract a point once it baa been coDCeded. 
lfhe negot1s:t1ona 1n our "COirJIIli.alll!on" ue not wubJect to such 11m1tat1ou; here it 1.8 

poeaioli! for a "team11 ·tentativeq to coBeede a number of point• and aa the over-all 
picture emergea, either to retain or 'io reject what baa been tentative~ accepted. 
lfh1a makes tor flexibility and apeed in tlw "negotiations." 

For .Amsriea, faeed with a difficult problem of reaching an over-all aettlement 
with Russia, it might be of value to bave the real negot1at1ou preceded b7 a"UCh an 
intellectual clarification u might be attained through the dev"Ue here propoaed. 

3) The work of the Commission, 1n order to be etfective 1 mut be widely known, 
studied, and diaewaaed. In order to achieve thia, it ia adviaa.ble at the ver;y outaet 
to Bake arrangement• that will give the · pre•• a a take 1n the enterprtae. It the progress 
of the negotiations 1a followed by tbe pres•, atep by atep when nater1al about them u 

releued1 1t we can be awe 'ib&t columnists, radio commentator• and editorial writer• 
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study these tre.nacr1pte 1 then we n:m.y usuma that the atatf of the State Department 

too will pay c.ttention to them. And U' we could at least achieve that the public 

diacuaa1on ot the Rusuian-A:J.erican conflict will be henceforth carried on mare in 

terms of the real eonfllcting 1nte1·~•tm which are involved and le.1s in the irratioul 

terms in which it haG l='gely beon conducted in these lw.t fO\Ir yeBrs 1 then ve would 

already have aohi()Vad soxoothing of importance. 

4) One ot the controver:a1al p~ints that a:ro•e in the converaatioM dealing 

vi th the problemo of the "Citizens' Oommi ttee," vall the question what the term.a of' 

reference o:f' the Commiasion ahould be. Clearly the terms of' reference of the Com­

miaaion ahould enable them to de&l with any aoue that ie relevant to tbe creation ot 
a stable peace. On the other htmd1 moat of thole Vith whom I apoke agreed that the 

1Js1ue of transforming the United Nationa into a world government or otherwise •ettiug 

up a vorld government would go beyond. the scope ot the vark of tba Commil8ion1 u 

presently enrlaaged. 

5) An important ilmue on which there wu divergenc"et of opinion il the terma of 

reference of the Russian teem. Shall the men on tba Ruaian team say what they tbem­

lalveBI would find acceptable if they had the talk of 1afegua;rding Ruaaia' • vi tal 

1.1rtere1t1 or 1hould tho Rw;sian team •ay wbat they think the Rutaiana might find 

acceptable? 

In fa.var ot thil latter point., it Val argued that the Rua1ans were not guided 

by rattou.l conaidera.tioua; that they were guided b7 irrational desires, pecul.iaz' 

theariel about vb&t 1.8 going on in the world and thQt they are •u:ftering from all 

1ort1 ot miaconceptiou. 'rhe opWon wa.a expretled tba.t the work ot the Commi8sion 

would be mea.n11Jglea1 unleea the Ruaien team, 1n place of laying wbat tbel would accept, 

did •'Wd7 the Rusaiana and they said vbat they thought the Russi.au would aecept. 

To me it 1eema that ve Ollght to rej~tct th11 approach. lfaturally neither the 
gOYerment of the Ullited State• nor the Russian government will in tact f'ollov an 
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entirely rational course. As fmr u either ot these two government• are concerned, 
what they can do and what they cumnot do vill be intlu.eneed by the poll tical eystem 
withia which each ona has to cpar&te. Both the AmericQn and the Russian team muat 

natv~ be cognizant of this factor and even without ~ ·conse10UB effort to do so.~~ 

they will, of courae, take into account the political aystema in which the contract­
ing parties will of neoesaity have to operate. 

But while the men on the "Rusaio.n team'' can aay with some degree of asau:rance 

what they themmelvea (using their own judgement and their own appreciation of the 

1s•ues involved) would accept in tl:"!f! interest ot their "client," they cannot with 
any degree of certainty say what the Russieme might find acceptable. Any attempt 

on the part of the "Ruse ian team" to do so would involve not only the Rusei.ans' 

miaeonceptions, but also ·their own mitconeeptions of the Russian misconceptions. 
I personally do not think th&t an e.ttempt to "play the Russian" would be ot mu.eh 

value and it certainly could not cle.itn any obJ~etive val.idity. 

I believe that this point is eo important that it ought to 'be clarified 1.n 

the •tatute setting up the "Citizens' Com:nittee," and that it eertai.ricy' ought to 

be clarified before anyone i~ solicited to serve on the Boa~d or on the Commdssion 

or ~e ·is asked to contribute funds to the "Citizens' Committee." 

The difficulty of predicting vh&t the Russian government might do in any 

given set of circumstances ought perhaps to· be compared with the difficulty our 

meteorolOSiSts bad a generation e.ge in predicting the weather. Meteorology waa 
at that time in such a state of imperfection that the aimple prediction of fair 

weather tomarrow if the weather wae fair today 1 or rain for tomorrow if 1 t raiDed 
today, could favorably compete with the prediction of the meteorologiat. Thus 

following the thumb rule that "The weather never changes" was about the beat pre ... 
diction that one could make. 
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Similarly, thta thumb rule tho.t the RussiAn sover:nment will act as ve ouraelvea 

W011ld act if plaeed in eim11er circumstances and entruated with their responBibilit: 
w1ll today give u good toreeaets (end do it much leoe painfully) than the cont;ro-.. 
veraial torecu'tl!l one could obta in by a dtrJcua ion ot Rusaia.n ps~hol.ogy. 

N'atural..l7,ne1ther of these thumb rulee "tlill give the correot antnrer al"WBys. 
The weather doe11 aoJEtimes cha:oge and the Russie.n @)VV£"111Hnt docs aometimea act 
differently tram how- we would act in aimiler circUiilllte.nces. Yet if one accopta 
tbe poizxt of view that ws have primarily to deal here with the conflict between 
~vo natioas and their reapective allies, AD! that even thia perhaps · oversimplified 
problem will require much insen\rlty and resourcetulness far ita eolutiOil, then ODS 

will be inclined to thinlt that ita aolution woW.d provide Wt at leut v1th • fl"UIIIt• 
W\.Wk fez. e.etuaJ. neaotiet10M betwoen tha RuB• SAn and Amlr1etm 80"1ermDSJlt8. 

6) ~ Un:lt~d States and Russia azoe not the ~aJar countriea vboae vital 
intereata have to be taken into account in an O'Nl'-all •ettlament. While it ia 
probably not practical to have more than two teems uegotiating with each other 1 

llltllbers of tbe Commission who are not assigned to aey team mq be aseigned the 
teak of representing the intereats of ODe or another of the countries involved 
and acting as apokesmn for those !ntereate. Tbeae epokeamen would a it 1n on the 
negotiations ot the tvo team. a:od eurrent:Q" make it elear to the two tee.ma where 
they would inf'ringe upon the interaet• ot thoae other oountriee. The countries in 
Western Europe will certainly be very strong~ affected by~ over-all 1ettlemant 
that might be reached 1 but the eff'eot of the agt"eement on other oountriea will 
have to be considered also. 

Since the number of man serving on the Commission who are not aaaigaed either 
to the Ruaaian or the Amor1oan team will not be large (perhaps no more than five) 
their asaignnlent to reprcaaent other nations will have to· be kept rather flexible. 



9· 
7) The C<mmiseion uru.st have at ita disposal e.n adequate etat'f to uebt in its 

work, and m:ust bave faailit!ea to obtain the auGiste.nco of expert• on a part-t:!Ee basta. 

8) It was emphuized by variows person~~ that it would be important to oleer 

with the State Department or with the White HOU.t'le this enterprise at the outset ~ 

at a somewhat later stage . Some thought that the enterprise could obtain Tr'\IIII&Il' s 

bles~ing, perhaps in the form of a letter in which he would ask that a tranaoript of 

the negotiations be aubmitted to him. Others thought that thiD would be dif:f'icul.t to 

get withcnt t!Mt blearping of too Stato Department and that rather than UkiDg for the 

blesl!ling of the State Department, we owmt to mer"~v "clear" the mattel" with the State 

Department. AU these comment& were made before Aoheaon'e preaa .conf'erenee of February 8, 
and I do not knov these oommente would be moditied in the light of that preee conference. 

9) Funda for the "Citizen~~' Comm:J:ttee'' D1AQ' be raiaed thrOUgh private 4oa:t;1oma 

elicited by personal contacts, through oontr1but1ona of fou.ndatlona, and through 

public fund-raising. The last of thesae mathods has the advantage of giv1ug tbe 

public a atake in thia anterpriae and ought therefore to be used at least as one of 

the methods by which tunde ere re.iaed. Fund-raising should be aimed at no lees than 

half a million dollars end no more than one million dol.l.ara • 

10) It was proposed that the Emergency Committee create a Committee ct! Arrange­

ments which will have the reeponsibillty of initiating the eett1ng up of the "Citizena • 

COBJd.ttee.u The Committee of An'tme;em.enta could help the "Citizena• Committee" to 

uaemble a ev.ttable Commiasion, but the appointment of the Camm1ae1on is the reapon­
aibility ot the Board of the "Citizens' Committee'' and not of the Committee of Arrange­

mente . ODoe the "Ci tizena' Committee" 1a aet up w1 th 1 ts Board complete and the 

Commission appointed, the Committee ot Arrangements Will have no f'urthl!tr tunctiou. 

Sincerely yours, . 

Leo Szilard 



May 15, 1950 

The enclosed ditto contains copies of co~cationo 

from Carter, I.;ad.ysrd mld lU.lburn to Ef2rrie on Brown 
from David Noyea to James Patton 
from Jot~iah :r.mr~.rel, Jr. to !eo Szilard 
from Leo Szilard to Grenville Clark 
:f'rom Grenville Clark to Leo Szilard 
from Walter Orr Roberta (Director of the High Altitude 

Obaorvatory or Harveu·d University and University of Colorado) 
to Leo Szilard 

from Henry B. Ca rot I Boston, to leo Szilard 
from Karl Compton, Cbair!IlQn of the Corporation MIT 

to Henry B. Cabot 
from Albert Prett (Paine, Webber, Jackson and Curtis, Boston) 

to Henry B. Cabot 
from J. Kill16U1 Jr.) Presidan·t MIT, to Henry B. Cabot 
from Phillip Ket\3h\un (Herriok, Smith, Donald, Farley, and 

Ketchum, Boston) to Henry B. Cabot 
from Stringfellow Barr to Leo Szila.l'd 



CONnJ)ENT'.IAL: Please do no~ trsn~mi t t o 
anyone ~·i thout f irst e~.l~okil'lg ~t!i t h 
!eo Sz!larrl il Imrrimon :~oon or Joseph Mt~.~r. 

C~ism of dca~nt~ gi~lng reaction to tha pla~ 
of t h9 Emsrgenc:r Committee or ~;he Atomic Scien:tista 

May 14, 1950 

f or vettil3g up a ai''GizaxtSt inquirJ into the condit i crru; of peace . 

Certar 1 Led~d til-nd Mi l burn 
Co~ellors at L~ 
2 Wall Street 1 Ne'Vr York 51 N.Y. 

Dr • 'Harriaon e. Brawn 
Emergency Committee of Atamio 

Scientists, Incorporet ed 
956 Eset Fifty-eight h Street 
Chicago 37: Illinois 

Dear Dr o BrCMllt 

March 16, 1950 

Sinca talldllg to you and Dr. Szilard on Monday 1 I have discussed your 
proposals with my part;.'l.el• Jasse Fillman1 who is a specialist in the tax law. He 
eonfirme the advice which I gave you on MondBy. 

Inasmuch as I !)romise4 Dr. Szile.rd soma ccmt'irmati on. along these lines 1 and do not know his addresu1 I would ap~rec1ste your passi ng the word along to him. 

Si ncerely yours , 

Edward F. Clark, Jr. 

P.S. Fillman has aome interes·~ing i deas on how to get a.n s.dvance ElDJ!\Ption rulir~. 

'mle following is a telegt·wn from Dave Noyem • 

Ron. James Patten 
954 Bonnie Brae B~vd Dvr 
Los Angeles Calif 20 

1950 A-gr 20 PM 1153 

Have just returned :f'ror.a. a.n extended atei.y in the East. The proposal submitted to you 
by the distinguished professor is new in concept and provides an interesting approach 
to the problem. It o.lso however poses ma.ey colla:t::eral difficulties. I shall. be going 
east again shortly and will be eager to arr ange a meett..ng. With warm regards, 

Dave 



Froms Joaiah M&l"V'fi!l, Jr. 
Continental Amerioam BuU.ding 
Wilm:tDgton, Delaware 

To: Proteaaor teo Szil&rd 
1155 Eut 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

MT dear Profeaeor Sz1l8l"ds 

March 28 1 1950 

I was very glad to receive your letter of March 2:;i'd outlining to me the 
1tepa which have been taken regardi.l'Jg the etJtablishment of a 11C1tizene' Committee for 
Studying the Requirements of an Ove:rc.ll Settlement .'' 

As J; indicated during O\l.'r conversation in PrincetonJ> I am still most inter­
ested in the proposals and. purposes or this contemplated study 1 and I e.look f t:Jr.Ward to 
haa:ring from you what progress is being made. 

From: teo Szilard 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Il11no1s 

ToJ Mr. Grenville Clark 
31 Nassau Street 
New York, Nev York 

Dear Mr • Clark: 

S1ncere~y yours¥ 

Josiah Marvel, Jr. 

April 25 1 1950 

Since OlD" very pleuant luncheon 1n Nsu· York., tha Emergency Committee of 
AtcmJ.o Scientists has decided to initiate the setting up at lim m-ganizatio.n fat~ the 
purposes which~ discuaeed in Ne\>1 York. The Emergeney Committee has appointed Fro­
t•••ore Joe Mayer, Harrison Brown, and myaelf" to act for her 1n this mat~r u tbe 
"Committee of .Arrangements". 

We ere proposing that an organization to be called "Council of Inquiry into 
'the Conditions ot Pea.cea be set up entirely indeper.dent of the Emergency Comnrl.tt.ee 
and be organized on a tu-exeJ.IJPt bazis. This "Co'Wloil" rlligh"''" opex-ate along the lines 
dieeusaed in Memore.nd.um dated March 27 vhich is enclosed. An ~"£ppendix to this memoran­
dum, containing e. :t'u:rther discWJ~ion o~ the terms of re:f'C~X•en.ce o:f the "Commission" of 
the 11COW:1Cil," ia :1.n preparation. 

lie are asking r-tr. Hutchins to act aD ch&irmn of the Boo.rd of the •:council" » 
and. Mr. Clarence Picket·t to a.ot u 1tm vi.,e-oha!rman. Mr. Hutchins ruw accepted, and 
we hope that Mr. Pickett vill accept abo. We recommended to Mr. Ruteb.ina to choose 
the initial mmbera ot the Board ot the C<mncil from elll0il8 ·t;oo followir~g list of n.emae, 
Laird Boll, He:nry B. Cabot, Grenville Cla.rk1 Ma.rshe.l.l Fiold~ Reuben G. Gustavson (Uni­
versity of I~ebraalts.) 1 Fow~er McCormick, R. L. Staarnm (University ot Colorado), end 
Ja.meo G. Patton. ~fr. Huteh:tws atwes for Europe on r~1ey 2 , ansi by that time '!:7e hop3 

2 . 



Mr. Grenville Clark -- continued 

to have the initial board members lined up sow can proeeed to incorporate the 
Council. Carter 1 Ledym-d, e.rd Hilburn, vho have been acting for the; Emergeno::r Com­
mittee 1 will be e.ok<td to act for the Counc 11 also and to try to obtain an advance 
ru.lJ.na fl:om the TreasUl"y concerning tax exemption. No public announcement of 
form&tion of the Council icl planne:l until we have aeoured a fund of :perhaps 
$2001 000. for the Council. 

It ia our understanding that Mr. Hutch!rus will try to reach you before he 
leave• for Europe and Mk you to serve aa a member of the 'Board. We hope very much 

3. 

that you Will accept . We realize, of course 1 that you cannot take on any duties tbat 
are very atrenuous . Membership &n the Board might involve your spending two daya a 
month with the "Conm:l.ssion" of the Council which is the full-tine organ ot the Council; 
but it thie should prove too etrelnoous for aevera.l Board members, it might be possible 
to form an Executive Committee of the Board and thoreby- to eaee the bvden of the Board 
membere. An Executive Committee might. have to be torJred 1n a.n;y cue if the Board ehould 
be enlarged much beyond 15 membere . 

Latel:t I have spent a week in Colorado and found such enthua1utic reaponse to 
our "plan" that I feel quite heartened by it. Tb1a experience AJtre»gthena me 1n the 
belief' that the Council will have to draw mueh of ita atrength trom the Middle Weat 
and that Weat. I em alllo inclined to think tbat the formation of regional ooDIDitteea 
in Minneaota, in Colorado, and perhs.ps in Oregon might be very Wleful. These regional 
committees could be affiliated with the Couneil and would have the task to keep the 
people of the "regionn i~ormed of' the aetiv1t1ea of the COW1Cil. 

With respect to the compoeition of the.ee regiona.l committee& and al.Bo the 
Boe.rd of the CouncU, I believe ve ought to make an attempt to enlist outetanding 
men who, in the put 1 have kept alcof from public at:t"atra but who now, at lut, are 
really concerned and are WilliDCJ to take their sbs.re r4 the burden. 

oc: Joe Ma.~r 
Harrison Brown 

From: Grenville Clark 
Dublin, New .Bampshire 

Tot Professor Leo Szilard 
Inatitute of .Radiology and Biophysica 
Univeraity of Chicago 
Chicago 371 Ill:l.no1• 

Dear Mr. Szilards · 

Sincerely youre, 

~o Szilard 

May 2 1 1950 

With regard to your letter of April 25, I em, u I told ,.ou in New York last 
vintezo, very interested 1n havills eazo~ied out a care:t'ul. study by non-official person~~ 
ot what can be done to aehieve an over-aU Eaat-Weat settlement, and to make progress 
towarb world order. So I am gl8d to see that you are proposing to go ahead. 



Profesaor Leo Szilard ,._ continut<~d 4. 
M to rrry own participation, I &.'Ill. compl.inented to be asked to go on tbe Board 

of the propoaed. Coun~il and, as I also have confidence in Mr. Hutchins, I'd be glad to 
accept if I eaw m:1 way to it. But I regret to ea.y tha.t I cannot. I coul4 not give it 
the neoeaaary attention because I bs.ve all m:r time and energy tied up for quite a vhile 
ahead. I WMt to try to !'in!Elh in the next year a piece of uo1~k I have 1n progress 
with Louis B. Sohn in the shape of "Detailed Proposnla for ReVision ot the U .N.Charter" o 
It il a long and di:f't'ieult job and, with ~ other commitment•, will take all JrJ:f W'O.l'king 
time. 

I raaUze what you sa;r about having llll Executive Comittee e.nd that not aU 
the Board member• would necessarily be el..-pected to come to meeti!J,gll, ate. :But it I 
were on the Board, I would want to keep in cloDe touch and, in the oircumstencea 1 could not do that. 

I venture aoma ccxamenta on your letter and your memo. of March 27. 

Fir•t, and moat ii!l'ortant from my ttandpoint, I certainly hope that the idea 
on p. 6 ot ~ me11!D1 that the "irJeue of' transforming the U.N. into a world govern­
nl!tnt 01' otbervtae aetting up a vorld government" vould "go beyom the scope of the work 
ot the CODIII1tla1on, u preaently enviaaged" vill not bs adopted~ I think th1J;J ~ 
Titia'te the whole pzooJeot right at tm atart. !rbiB ia because I don't tb:lnk tbat there 
oan be an Eut-Weat aettl.~tmbnt or "Aitabl.G })1111'4•1! without general u4 WU.veraal cUaar•­
ment (in all ansa and by all nations); and I think it obvioua that awh dS.SarDU~~ent 
oan't be obtained llnleaa a world gowrmDDnt limited to the •»here ot ~ prevention 
1a eatabllihad. -

In the aentenoe on :p. 6 pr eed1ng the intimtion that 'the queat1on ot a 
world government (any world government ~arentq)wcul.d be excluded, you ea7 that the 
"terma of reference ot the COll'Jldosion should enable them to deal with e.n.v iaaue that il 
relevaat to the orelltion of e. stable :peaae." Since I think that the creation of a 
world goverllD!ent 1a not only relevant to 'but a pre-condition of a &tabl$ peaoe, I 
tb!Dk "he two santenoes aro eontradUtor7. Yhen I read them tosether 1 I c01&14n' t 
hs).p thinking ot the old rhymez "Mother, ay I go in to swim" Yes, rq darlizts 
daqgbter. ~ yow: clothes on hickory limb 1 and don't go uar the water.'' 

Seriously, I hope no limitation of thie or an.y aort would be put on the 
c 01111111ea ion' a th.i.nki.ng • 

Second, l wonder whether the enterprise need& tno much elaboration. What is 
really required is sane bard thinking by a few competent independent people who are 
not 0'\l'&r-burdened like the o:tficiala, by day-to-day' duties and not inhibited by tradi­
tion and politics, llk.e JDOBt of the State Department. There ie ample material; in 
fact, it i~ easy to bos down in it. Also, if the Commiaaion ia large, they might well 
bog down in interminable diacusasions and have too Jll&l1Y divergent views. I should 
think about five good men on full tim for six montha('With a few a.eeietante) could 
do better than 15. And I think a Bpe.rd or Exeoutiye OOSlittee or Advieor;r Committee 
ot 6-lO would be enough to keep in toueh, criticize aDA a4Y1as. 

When it comes to putting out the COII'JIISUa1on'a lleport and haYiDg it Vide~ 
diacuaecl, that i8 another matter; and there I ean see a t\mction tor a large Oitizena' 
OO!Dd.ttee aDd regional comnitteea. 

If it were pruned down in th.ia vay, $200,000. ahoul4 do the whole t!Wig. 



Third, I like the idea o~ t\ro teams . But they naedn' t necessarily all be 
Oomm1a•1on msmbera. TrA"o teams of tlr.~.·ee or four each coul4 be recruited for two-three 
monthll after the Commiaeion b&d de:t'i~d the 1e•ues vomewhat, .. partly CO'Jii'OSed or 
Commiaaion ~rs and pertly of others. 

Fourth, I don't like any idea of trying to get e. govttrlm2ntal. blessing for 
the enterprise. Citizens have a r4Jht to e~ a subject ru2d aubmit their concluaiOD& 
to the people and the c::Jovernment wi:tbout anyone' a blee il1g. They had better do just 
tbat here. I don't know lTba.t "elet\ring" the enterpriae with the State Department or 
White Rouse mean&. It IDI.Y s•m to imply asking Appr~. That approval might be 
witbhel4 and what then? You have either to drop the J);L"o~ee·t; or go ahead ag&iMt the 
Government' a opposition. Or if apprava.l were granted, would it atreJ18tban tJw enter­
priee Q1' weaken it by giving the 111'.l.P:reas1on that it wu a a~t of egeno7 ot the state 
DepSJ"tment? In getting up the Boloetive Service Act 1n 1940, the e1t1zena CODIII11ttee 
ot which I vu ChaiZ'mrm, 41dn' t uk the blessing or approval at the Wer Dep81'tment or 
Preaident. We Juat want ahea.d.J drew our Bill and sot it iutrodueed. In th1e va:r, ve 
avoided tbe complicationa of poss1ble disapproval on the cme haJ¥1 or haYi!sg it an 
Adm:1D1•trat1on mUUT& on the other • It was mueh better that we:y. 

Thia 1au't a cue of negotiatiDS with a tors1gn government, where the :Logan 
Aot might· apply. It 1a a imply C1o111g What all oitizeu have a risht to do without ~ 
:permies1on tram 8J:ey'One. 

This 1tUl' t to srzy that any aecret ahoul4 be me.de of iibe enterpr1ee CJ.l" that 
tbe State Department and President ahouldn't be intormed. They 'both ehould be, juat 
ea we informed tbe War Deper'tment and President Roosevelt of the mo-.e for e. Selective 
Service Act. All that needs ia tvo letter a polite~ informing thea of tba proJect and 
ita purpose. ThJ• should be done, I think, o~ after the enterpriae ie aoinaall;y 
organized and ready to .funotionJ and the letters llhould be careful.ly fi'~d to avoid 
any 1U~Pllcat10D that a:r.y permission or approval 1s regueeted. 

~enterprise w1ll succeed or tail by vi.rtUc ot the wise aDl comtnctive 
cba'racter ot the Report ar the oppoe1te aud the eucceae or lack ot aucceea 1D. gettiDg 
1t publicq cl18cusaed. Iii is quite urmeceaaa17 8lld I thiDk UllViee to tey to "clear" 
it with IUlJ'ODe in the Government. 

·- -~ - - ~ - - ~ - - ---. ~ ~ - -
Some ot tbeee cO!IIIIIenta may aeem liDSJJDP&the'tio • But that 1a not nur 1Dteut1on. 

I baTe lODS thought that oar Government people are !Deapabla (far a TBZ'iri7 ot J"eucma) 
of prod11c1Dg tba ideas eaaent1al to echieT!Dg d1&1!!11"J1SDJDt and a "etablAt peace" and that 
'tbue 14eu mut eom from non-of'ticial eourcea. Blllievi.JJg 'th1l, I haVe been 'tz71Ds 
m;pelt aa a aort at one-man "Comm1aa1on" to produce a eet ot ideaa amd I aha:ll set out 
a docllllllmt v1th1D. a1x weeki wh1eh u vbat I would recoJIIIMid U I were a Jll8li1bel" ot a 
srO'W nch u f01l envisage. It will be in the fOl'lll ot ''A Statement t~ a Sub-eODI111ttee 
ot the J'ore!gn Relat1ona COIIDid.ttee at the u.s. SeDate". I think I'll haTe the temerit7 
to call 1t a "PlaD far Peaoe" ~ aiDce !t vUl purport to be a program ot iclesa a.nd pro­
eectuJ.oe to achieve BD ovw-all aettlemlmt. 

5. 

So,. I'm vtJ11:7 11JDP8tbet1e to INCh a et11iQ' aad voald, 1Daae4, l1ka to aee aneral 
such, pron4e4 tbe7 aU vere b7 experieDCecl aDd eCIDpt'teJrt peraou. ADd S1' the COIIIIIlia­
aion 111D't exclu4ed or diaooaraged trom canvuaing or recOIIIII8Dil1.Dg l11d.ted vcrld SOVVD­
mat; (vh1ch, u I eq, would, 1D JD7 opil11on, reDder the euterpriee tv.tUe or YOl'ae) ~ 
I'd be 3Ut aa aaeh inWz'eated in ita work, even tbOQgh I coaldn't be ~Uve 1n it. 



Proteaaor Ieo Szilm:'d -- continued 6. 
I'm sending a copy of th18 to Bob Rutcbi.D8, vhom I like ancl admire. 

S1Dcere]3 JOUE'I, 

GrenvU.le Clark 

1f.rpu B:1gh Altitude Oboerva1i0Z7 of 
~d Vniveraity and Univerai'Q' ot Colorado 
Boul.4el", Colorado 

to: Dr. ~o Sztlard 
Iu'titute ~ RBdiobiol.ogy and J1ophye1cs 
Un1veraiv ot Chicago 
Chioago I Illlnois 

Dear D1' ~ Szil&Tds 

24 April 1950 

I bave Jut :returned trom a lcmg dimcuaa1on Vith Pre11ident StearDS ibcmt the 
e011111ttee tor Colorado to be dDociated with the national a.ctirltiea. We &lao clis-cnaaaed at aODJI! length the plan u a vhole. · 

Stearna felt that the choice ot lleJJr71 Swa.n, Wbite, a:ad IOJt wu ucelleat • 
.a~ Jlo7t be laid that he falt that the choice r4 Hoyt to the e01111111~ voul4 
818111"8 the Jldn1mjzation of the importaDCa of the group by tm Sarippa-BowaTd (competing} 
J18W11paper. ADd it m1glrt be poaaible in 11cue ve:r to .set the support of~ papers it 
DBit~ editor or it both editora vere on the committee. llowenrr, be thought that as 
a ea.laulated risk the choice of Koyt alone voulA be 0 .JC. 

So tar as Patton 1a concernecl, be telt that Patton vaa cme of the most able JI8Jilbera of the comittee, would contribute a lot ot entaf!3 and activ1't71 but that 
with a· large segment ot the agricultural population of the atate and the area the com. .. 
mittee would bave a left Wi:ag appearance. The reaaon tar th1a :La that Henry, Swa:rl, 
8!ld Vb1te would be relative~ little knovn to the tarmera, vbareu Patton would be 
exWeJIIe~ well kuown. 

Stearns thought, however 1 that Patton should ~1Diteq be on the eODID1ttee 1 bUt perhape bal.anced b;y a man active 1D tarm circles ot 1lightq more ccmaervative 
avipe, but at111 With gteat public interest. Stearns suggested two mn, father and 
son, who might well qualifY. The father is Harry W. Fa:rr of Greele,-, Colorado. The 
IIBD is an al.umnus of the Universi't;y, and is wide~ known among tarDEre in the area tar his activities in i!lq)ortant farm issues • I regret to s~ that I failed to find out 
whether he ia · associated with tb,e National Grange or some other of tbe fariil gr;eoupa • 
I believe that Stearns' implication was tbat the man is esaoc1atec:J. with one ot the more 
conservative farm orga.nizations. 

The son1 William Farr, like his father, is ext:remaly well known in form 
circles 1 and has been very prominent in public affairs, alao like his father. Stearns 
seeued to ·tb:ink that either of the two men vould be equal.:cy goO.d. 



Dr. Ieo Szilard -- Continued 

As tor li\YBelf', I know nothiDg about either ot the men, and so am not able 
to make ~ iMeperldent evaluation. · ·. 

• o • • o e g v o • • • • • o • • o o o o • ~ • • • • • • • • o • 

:rroms ll'em7 B. Cabot 
~0 l'ederal Street 
Boaton 10, Muaachusetta 

Tos Proteaaor Leo Szilard 
1155 Rut 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illlnoia 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Veey aiDcereq roura 1 

Walter Orr Roberts 

Mq loth_, 1950 

I sent fC1tJr memorandum about a settlement w1 th Russia to tbe tollawiDg per-
80118: Mr:o. Albert Pratt, a partner of Paine Webber Jacaon am CUrtis, an investment 
firm; Mr. Lloyd Brace, President ar the First National l3anlt ot Boaton; Mr. Phillips 
btcbUm, one ot our leading J.evyera 1 .1\ldge ~ W111d.Ds, a Justice of the Sl1pret~e 
Court of Maaaacbwsetts; Mr. Thcm:aa Ma-h<>Dy, another lead1Dg laleyer; !.fr. Je.nes R. KUHan, 
Pl'ea1dent ot Masaa.chuetta Izsat1tute ot !l.'eelmology; iir. ~ Canbam, publ:l.abe:r of the 
Chriatian Sciace Monitor; Mr. Harold Hodgk1DAon, General Manager ot F11ene's, oaa ot 
our largest stares; aDd Mr. Karl Compton, CbairmaD of the Board of ~aacbusetta IDst1tute 
U i'eclmol.OQ. I haw· written replies trom all except lfeasra. Brace, W!l.ld.Da, . 
~ aD1 Canham. Mr. Cenhmu is rMJ.7 1n Europe aDd I haven't beard :trom him. Mr.B:race 
told ne that he felt that tbe situation in the world wu ao serious that azq step Which 
m!gbt ewn have a Vf!!Jr7 amal1 cbaDce ot improvil!g OUl" relaticma With Ruasia should be 
tun aDd that he felt that a a~ such u you nggeat vu one ot them. ~. Mah~' e 
react10JIB were Vf1rY atm:IJ.mo to those of. Mr. Grenrllle Clark bllt, 1a addition,· be felt 
tbat your mmorand.um. put too great restrictions on the general point of View ·or the 
Russian team. Judge Wilkins wss the onl.3 person Who was un:favorable to the ideo.. He 
felt tbat it woulJl be a good education far those participatizlg in the project but for 
nobody else. I am enclosing tbe reports of all the other gentlemen. 

My own teeJ.ins remrdns that a gemral st~ of the relations between the 
West end Russia would be beneficial. However, I agree w1 th Mr. Clark that to leave 
out of consideration world federation is to leave out an essential. part of any possible 
settlement and, es your nemorand.um stands today, I would not be prepared to go aJ.ong 
Vith it toz: that reason. I have some other but lesser criticisms. I also judge :f'rom 
the reactions of these gentlemn that the queation of raiaing money w1ll not be easy. 

•••••••o••••o•o•••••••••••••o•••o• 

Yours Sincere:cy, 

ltem:'7 B. Cabot 



From: J{Qtl COI:aDton 
Cbairman., Massachttaet~ Iz:!.sti tute ?t. .Technc;>_log;r 

1'o: Mr. B'enry B. Cabot 
V.o Federal Street 
Boston 10, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Cabot: 

Mq 1, 1950 

I ban read the memorandum by Professor Szilard vhich you sent with your 
letter ot AprU 251 and I am returning it to you vi th the tollCMi.ng cOJIIZ!lents • 

'the suggestion is en intereating one 1 but I find it very dif'ficul.t to cOJ'.IE 
to arq conviction as to vbetber 1 t would llkeq vwk out succesa:f'ul.q or not. On the 
one blmd there is obvious~ a vwy important point in br:inging about public umer­
staDd1ng aDd publlc consideration of these qu.estio!18 1 and thel"e 1s alao the fact that 
BD independent committee of very able citizens might be able to 1IBke the auggeation 
which voul4 break the present impasse. What ~be needed might be a new idea or it 
m1ght be sane face-saving mecbaniam. 

8. 

It this plan is carried out it would aeem to me that a logical extension of 
its basic idea would be to prOVide two %'Russian tems 1 and not one • . !rbe first ot these 
teams might approach the problem from the point ot·view of Ruesiml aelt-1nterest alODg 
the l.1llea suggested in Szilard' a memorandum. We must edm:l:t tbe possibility 1 however 1 
tba't tha Busaian govermrent Will not act, even as a first spproxiDBtion, tbo way we 
voul4, aDd that i~ 1187 have obJectives detiDite~ in View vhioh at"e not susceptible 
or ar~ on the asaumption ot a deair$ tar world peace and a tree society. It might 
therefare be adviaable to have a aecODd Russian team which ~ go to tbe varat ex­
treme possible, and aasuna that all tbe Russian obJeetiws were ot the type which we 
most dislike and l'DD8t tear. 

I have sane. quel.:ml about tbe suggestion at the bottom ot page tive to tbe 
etf'etct that the press should be brought into theae d1scuas10DS at the YftY OQ'taet. 
I vould be at.raid that this might result 1D an avalanche of political ~ pre.fW11ced 
outpouriDga vhich woul4 hand.icap the proJect a~ tbe start. I vould think that a better 
procedure would be to carey through the atutq on a rather ccmtidential basia auntU it 
hu reached tbe stage of' at least aomo tentative ccmclusioDS and some definitive formu­
lation ot ergumetnts • 1'hen might be the time to b:'1Dg in tha press tor their reaction 
aDd tor securiDg the reaction of the public through· them. 

F1nally1 there is another obvious d1ft1cul't7. In O'rCler to briDg in people 
who are beat intar'I~Dd it would. probab~ be necessary' to call 1D people who have alao 
been associated as JII!Dibers or advisers of tlle State Department on these issues, - to 
say notld.Dg of men who have been asaoeiated with the. vat:'k ot the Atomic El:Jerg;y Com­
misaion. On the other band, it would~ eztremly difficult for a.n;y ot these men to 
operate obJective:cy, if' at all, because i~ would be itlpossible tar them to dissociate 
themselves with the argunents concern:t.ng these same questions in which they 1DSY' have 
been involved in their gO'I'eZ'1lJIJBntal duties. Pe:rbaps I f'eel rather ltee~ about this 
because I have bad to write JD1Self' out ot a number ot :l.IIteresting situations, since 
leavi.ng the Research and Development Board, simp~ because I could not divorce •elt 
from the discussions ot these questions which I bed heord in tbe War Council and other 
agenoies. 



Mr. Henry B. Cabct -- ContimAed 

As you "'!JJ3:3' see~ thel~efore 1 l am very !li!Ch on the tence a.a to WbetJ'm' this 
is a good llt"Oject or not, €Wd by good I mean a proJect which eu reasonably be ex­
pected to produce results commensurate with tbe coat ill" ti.mr.! and~· I do think that 
Szilard baa made a. very straigl:rti"o:rwm•d and sltil.tul presentation o-r the plan. 

Vf!!lry sincare:Qr yours 1 

Karl Ca:!!pton 
Chairman 

!rhe follCM11:!g is a .cC!Jn ot a letter trom. Al.bart Pratt of Paine, Webber, 
Jackson and CUrtis 1 24 Federal Stl"eet 1 Boston lO 1 Mesaaclnuietts. 

141". Henry B. Cabot 
lJI.o Federal. Street 
Boston 101 Massachusetts 

. April 251 1950 
Dear 1Jarr7~ 

I have read with interest Protesso:r Szilard's ~endum. I think he 1s 
overq opt1m:l.stie c:r the possible reoults of b1B plan. I doubt that such a recommenda­
ti~ of a private cOJIID1Ss1on can ever be accepted by both the American and Rwlsie.n 
governments as !l basis otor negot1s:t10DS. llowever 1 I do believe that his idea has 
ll'm':i.t e.8 a method of devising possible solutioDS, E.~n.a.;:h:at the highest ca.Ubre 
bra1ns are employed to work oUt a new approach entire pered by preconceived ideaa • 

In this connection I think there 18 some c1anger in undul7 .restricting the 
"terms of ref'erenee" as suggested 1n Professor Szilard' a peragraph four ·. 

I also ba-ve some doubt as to hie conclusions iJ1 paragraph five as to tbe point 
of view which ·the Russian team should adoptr It seema to ma that this team mw;'t '1i'r.7 
ss best it een to take into the act the Marxian method of th1nld.ng of the Russians . 
Otherw:lse the procedure will be entireli unrealistic 41nd of ne ve.1ue. 

I also doubt the practieali ty- of the press coverage proposed in paragraph 
three. I don't think tbat it is tbe kim of 11news" that will be used and there is 
some doubt in '1I13' mind as to whether premature publicity might not d.estrO"'/ the vaiue . 
~ ~hing which the collDission is able to wark out. 

I mn retu::rn!ne to you the memoremum as you requested. 

S:t.noere4', 

Albie 
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From~ J. R. Killian, Jr. 10. 
President, Massachusetts Institute ot Technology. 

To: Mr. Henry B. Cabot May 8, 1950 
140 Federal Street 
Boston 10, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Cabot: 

It vas good of you to send ma a CC!J)Y' of Professor Szilard r s letter to 
Professor EiJ:lstein. I return the CCfDY as you requested. 

I feel very strongly tba.t we need more public discussion of the vhola atomic 
ener£!3 problem, and apartieularly we need to :f'aec u.p to the question of the adVisability 
of' a 1\trtmr effort to reach an e.greetmnt 'tdth Russia. For tl1i.a reason I o.t1 general.l.y 
in favor of systematic efforts to study the problem. You ney be interested in the 
marked passage in a speech of mine made on the ~rest coast sam welw ago in l-Thieh I 
discussed this problem. 

I was ~ disappointed that I could not get to the meting at your house 
recent:cy. 

Yours sinoerely, 

J. R • Killi:m, Jr . 
President -

From: Herrick, Smith, Donald, Farley end Ketcham 
1 Federal Street 

· Boston 10, :Massachusetts 

Tol llenry B. Cabot, Esquire 
140 Federal. Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 

April 27, 1950 

I received yours ot April 24th Vith the encloaed. mmoreDl,sm ot Iso Szil.sl'd 
vhich I have read With e;reflt interest; It raiSes two questiou. 

1. Would the Ocmmission Which he plans produce a valuable a.d.vtmee in th1nk­
SJ:Is aboYt e. possible agreeumt between R\Uisia and the UoS .. A.v:l.tbin Vhich thare could 
be lnWruatioual control of Atomic Energy? · 

2. Would the ooney, D~U~:e~., trom $5~0,000. to $1,000.000. tor the vork ot 
the Commiaaion and the Boe.rd be obtainable? , 

Dealing With the second question ·first, I think 1 t would be extreneq 
d1t'ticult to raise tha roo~ 1.111less a few large donors were prepared at the outaet 
to give most of it. 



Herrickp Smith, Donald., li"arley end Ketchum -- cont~uad. lL 

As to whetoor the CommiSsion would produce a wortmrhile idea, I feel unable 
to have a sound opinion. Th.e ehances I should think would not bo as favorable us 50-50. 
Inevitably such e. COl'illl:lisaion ":-rorks in o. ~onet1ha.t ncader.uc atma:pmre and the ability 
of thos() representing Russia to .really understand the Rl..Waian :point of vie\1 'tvould be 

subject to considerable d.ou.bt. A great deal Yauld depend upon the gemus o:f the members 

of the Commission '\-rorkillc; on the 'bro teams. HOt-r could one c.sal.lllle a probability tmt 
they vould be up to the job? I :f'iild rzy-sel.f in a haze. I return herewith the zoomorend.um. 

From: 

StrinGfellovT Barr, President 
Foundation for lvorl.d Government 
Fifty-eight Park Avenue 
!'leY York 16, lll'ev York 

~o: r.tr. I.ao Szilard 
ll55 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Deer Mr. Szila.rdl 

Yom-s sil:leerely, 

Phillip Ketchum 

Ma~ 5, 1950 

l-1Ry I confirx;J. in writing what I told you oral..l¥ at the l'laldorf Saturday, 
naz:E-4', that at a n:eet:!.ng of our trustees on April 28 your ap:pllcatio.,. of April 24 
-vroa carefully considered. ln Vieit of their own present plana and polieies tbey felt 
una.ble to co further than a token grant of $101 000. whiell I hope ray bo of some help. 

. . Will you :tell ne hOW' ~nt ~hould be made. Is ths ~rgeney. Committee 
w:llling to acce:pt money from tbe foundation? You may reee.ll their :Public statemsnt . 
that the7 were not. On the othe;.:- hand, our trustees vou.ld vm:.~ to make the grant tO 
some tax exenpt b~. 

• 

Cord.ia.lly yours 1 

String;f'ellCM Barr 



~-----------

J'lovember 6, 19.:)2 

Professor Albert Einstein 
112 1ercer St. 
Princeton, now Jersey 

Jear Professor :instcin: 

The 5ulletin of the Atomic Scientists may have to go out 

of circulation if they do not raise $20,000 within a verJ short 

period of time. About half of this amount seems to be aosured, and 

I am breaking my head about where the other half is to come from. 

If you have not seen the issue on the reiusal of visas to 

scientists I wonder whether you could look at it now. I would 

particularly like you to read Dr. llonod1 s letter to the American 

Consul in Paris 1hich you will find on Page 236. 

This last issue ade front page news in the New York Times 

and got many favourable edi toriala in the press . As a result of 

this, the State Department was forced to say that they shall inme-

diately review the 26 cases presented by the Bulletin. 

Harold Oram, who at one time had raised funds for the 

Bulletint told ne that he ~'Tould bo willinG to make an appeal for 

funds and that he would bear the cost if the return should not be 

sufficient to cover it. If this offer is accepted, the question 

will arise who should sign the letters. No doubt Oram would much 

rather have you sign them than anybody else. 

I want to think about this for a few days and in the meantime 

you may want to think about it too. I propose to call you by telephone 
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later on and let the Bulletin cnovr as early as I can the result of our 

conversation. 

:i th kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

Enclosure 

LS/llt 



• pril Gtb , 1955 

~andit Jawaharlcl ~ehru 
~rime MiniPter of In~ia 
i c-ow :r.- lhi , Ir.•Ha 

L'"-:ar ·' r· • • E:'br Ll; 

concernec'l bout th~ worReninP of the AmErican- Chinese 

conflict . They try to think bow the acute dan~er of war 

mi,ht b~ ell inated , whict centFr8 on thP isEue of ~uFnoy 

and 1 qt, u . Dr • .wFO Szll'3r' of t hP Univrr. it of C:bicr- .t·o , 

·.ho i<= p, <'Oncern€d about thin c]ane:er as I RID , • rot~" me 

e lettf.r i.'hld! you ~<fill find attac ed . It coot;> ins a th01 .. wht 

v: 1 "'h I b ;:: lUY-e oup-ht to be con" i d E.-red i f it has not be n 

For thi~ reaPon , I oul~ pre tly a~~reciate your 

readin~ Lbe attached ~opy of Dr . ~zilera • s letter . leo I would 

o··n choorinp , the ~n~lo~ed copy of thic co muni0ation to China 

~o that they ay be in the ~oPition to judfe the v~lidity of 

theoe cons i erationa OD tneir IDFrit . 

eppreciPtion of your untiring <'OnRtructive efforts .in th fi~ld 

·inccrE. .. ly vourP , 



ril 6th,l955 

i r . rishm1 ~enon 

: c- rmoncnt 1:18. ion of India 
to tre Unit(c ~tions 
;:; l!.a ct 64tr. Jtr f"t 
N F:· ork 21 , • '1 . 

Dear ~r . ~rln'no .non , 

you ,,ill fine.; . clo ed a co;~.L unication 

·,. ic I hav~=> -ent to Fr ime , ini ~t r ~'<= hr"L< . I ff' lt 

I oupht to L1form you of thi. &te, ..,bich I h11ve t·'l ~en . 

I beli v you \Jill un--,6rrt nd our· . erl us concErrl . 

1 th kin . Pf"Y'Pon ·.1 re:_·~ r1~ , 

. inc -r(0-1.; yourP , 

· lb•rt ;!.inftein . 



All reasonable people here are very much 4-i....s-t-:l::!Gs&ed- about the wors ening 

of the American - Chinese conflict. They c·att-f...t~l-p try~g to think how the 

acute danger of war might be eliminated, which centers on the issue of Quemoy 

and Matsu. Dr. Leo Szilard of the University of Chicago, >.;ho is as cor.c erned 

about this danger as I am., wrote me a letter which you will find attached., 

It contains a thought which I believe ought to be considered if it has not 

been considered heretoforeo 

For this reason, I would greatly appreciate your reading the attached 

copy of Dro Szilard 1 s lettero Also I would greatly appreciate your trans-

mitting at an opportunity of your own choosing, the enclosed copy of this 

communication to !t~~1 cct.-t..:~ so that they may be in t h e po-

si tion to judge the validity of these considerations on their rneri t. ( ,_ ./ r 

'-<V"V'/./1-t. .-y-...(. -z_.~? 

On this occasion I wish to express my sincere appreciation of you~con- V 

struct:ive efforts in the field of international relations .. 

W:i th kind personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

... ----------·---~---·- ... 



~CG>0t::D iJ'N f2--'6Hvt:JL_ QU.JJ\)~ 
8 t. _M ~l.L,C>l_p(1 I -:;)/if-\f<;,. fCS:r. iJ 

;;~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~~ . ~~~-
~ ~ ~ ~~ L.;~~ ~~. ~~ 
~ ;~,1 ~ jM ~ c4.e -~ ;,t:~~~ -....."~-
-e-..-~.;~ ~/ ~ ~ .e-~r~ ~ ~ 

~/!'~~: 

~~';j~ ;)L,. 

~~ 



•• 

E ~OSURE TO UR. ALBERT EINSTEIN'S LETTER OF 

RCH ~5, 1945 TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED ST TES 

b7 

L. Szilard 

v 

The work on uranium h now reached a etag which will ake it 

possible for the Army to detonate ato ic bombs in the immediate future. 

The "d on tr tion° of such bo bs may- xpected rath r soon and naturall7 

the War Department is considering the use of such b be in th war gainst 

Japan. 

Fro a purely .U.itar,- point of new this may be a favorable de­

v lopment. However, most of those cientists who are in a position to _ 

mak llowances !or the future develop ent or this field believe that we 

are t present moving long a road leading to the destruction of the 

strong position that t Unit d States hitherto occupied in the world. 

It appears probable th t it will take just a few years before thi will 

become manifest. 

Perhaps the greatest immediate danger which tacea u is the pro­

b&bilit7 that our "d on tration" ot tomic bombs will precipitate a race 

in tb production of th se devices between the United States and Russia 

and that if we continue t.o pursue the present cours f>ur initial advantage 

aay be lost very quickl7 in such a race. 

If a nation were t.o start now to develop atomic bo bs, so to apeak 

from scratch, it could do so without r producing ~ of the expensive 

-l-
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installations which wer bui!t by the 1ar Depart ent in the United State • 

For over a year now we have known that we could develop methode by means 

of which tomic bombs can be produced from the main component of uranium 

which is ore than one hundred times as Elb\Ul.dant than the rare component 

fr which we are manufacturing atomic bombs at pr sent. e must expect 

that a cost of about Soo million soll1& nations ay accumu!ate, within eix 

years, a quantity of atomic bombs that will correspond to ten million tone 

o£ TNT. A ingle bomb or t.hie typ weighing about one ton and containing 

less than 200 pounds of active material may be expected to destroy an 

area of ten quare mile • Under the conditions xpected to prevail six 

years from now, mo t of our ajor cities might be completely destroyed 

in one single sudden attack and their population may be killed. 

Twent:r-three percent of the population of the United States liYe 

in cities with a population of oYer 2SO,OOO and a consideration of this 

and other factors inYolYed indicates that the United States will be much 

ore vuln rable than most other countries . 

~hue the Government o£ the United States is at pr sent faced with 

th necessity of arriving at decisions which will control the course that 

is to be followed from here on. These decisions ought to be based not 

on the present evidence relating to atomic bombs, but rather on the 

situation which will confront us in this respect a few years fro now. 

This situation can be evaluated only by en who have first-b nd knowledge 

of tbe facts inYolYed, that is, by the small group of scientists who ar 

actively engaged in this work. This group includes quite a number of 

eminent scientists who are willing to pr sent their viewsJ there is, 
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however, no mechanism through which direct contact could be aintained 

between the and those en who · re, by virtue or ~heir position., responsible 

for formulating the policy which the United States might pursue. 

The points on hich decisions appear to be ost urgently needed 

are as follows: 

1. Shall we aia at trying to &Yoid a race in the production of 

atomic bol!!b8 between the United States Q.rld certain other nations . 

2. Can a syete of controls rel ting to this field be devised 

•hich is sufficiently tight to be relied on by the United States and Which 

has some chance o£ being accept d under otherwise favor ble conditions 

by Russia and Great Britain? 

) . Can we materially improve our chances to obtain the coopera-

tion of Russia in setting up such a ~stem of controls by developing in 

the ' next two years modern methods of production which would give us an 

overwhelming superiority 1n this field at the time when Russia might be 

approached? 

4. What framework could imm diately be set up within hich the 

scientific development o£ such "modern" methode could vigorously be 

pursued both under present and postwar conditione? In particular, should 

this framework be set up under the Secretary of Commerce or under t he 

Secretary or the Interior, or should the sci nt1fic development be under 

a Governme~t owned corporation jointly controlled by the Secretar.y or 
Commerce; the Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary of ar? 
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S. Should the scientific development ork be based on the as-

sumption that a race in the production of atomic bombs is unavoidable 

and accordingly be aimed at maximum potential of war, say in six 7ear 

fro no , or should bhe sci ntific develop nt be rather aimed at putting 

ua into a fayorable position with respect to negotiations with our Allies 

two or three years from now? 

6. Should, in the light o! the decisions concerning the above 

point 1 our "d onstration" ot atomic bo bs and th ir use against Japan 

b delayed until a certain further stage in the political and technical 

deYelop nt has been reached with a Tiew to putting the United States in a 

more fayorable position in negotiationa aimed at setting up a system of 

controls? 

Deci ions of 1 seer urgency ~ relat~ to the following points, 

7. Should the Depart ent of the Interior undertake a study in 

order to determin to what extent the vulnerability of the United States 

to this new deY lopment could be d creased by a fundamental change in 

futur cit7 planning? / 
~~· 

8. Should the scientific development be ai ed at 'P&A&£g~1ft~ ~ 
the power econo~ of the United States in such a way that ten or fifteen 

years from now power based on urani will be bundantly aYailable in 

region which cannot easily be supplied nth coal and oil? 
.. _ ,,...._ . - ·- ·- ·- ·- ·-

If there were in existence small subeo ittee of the Cabinet 

(for inst nee, the Seer tary of ar, ither th Secretary of Oo erce or 

the Secretary of the Interior, a represent tive of the tate Depart nt , 
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and a representative of the President, prefer bly acting as the Secretar.y 

or the Committee), the scientists could submit to such a co ittea their 

reco endationa either by appearing fr time to time before the co ttee 
c/~-~~A~ 

or through the secretary of the committee. The latter, deeisna~e~the 

President, could also act as a liaison to the scientists before the sub-

committee itself has actually been constituted. 

If such a man were authorized by the President ~ to act s 

liaison to the scientists, a memorandum could be placed at his disposal 

which has been prepared 1n an attempt to analyze the consequences of the 

scientific and technical development which has to be anticipated. This 

me orandum was prepared on the basis of consult tion with ten scientists 

belonging to siX different scientific institutions in the United States . 

other eminent scientists (who could not be consult d before preparing 

this e orandum) would undoubtedly avail themselves of the opportunity 
D-

ot presenting their views to ~ man authorized by the Pro ident who 

could devote adequate time to the study of thi question prel~ar,y 

to presenting his recomm ndations to the Presid nt. 



112 Mercer Street 
• Princeton, New Jersey­
.. Karen 25, 1945 

The Honorable Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

The President of the United States 

The White House 
washington, D. c. 

Sir: 

I am writing you to introduce Dr. L. Szilard who pro­

poses to submit to you certain considerations and recommendations. 

Unusual circumstances which I shall describe further below induce 

me to take this action in spite of the fact t~a~~ do not know the 

substance of the considerations and recommendations which Dr. 

Szilard proposes to submit to you. 

In the summer of 1939 Dr. Szilard put before me his views 

concerning the potential importance of uranium for national defense. 

He was greatly disturbed by the potentialities involved and anxious 

that the United States Government be advised Qf them as soon as 

possible. Dr. Szilard, who is one of the discoverers of the.neutron 

emission of uranium on which all present work on uranium is based, 

described to me a specific system which he devised and which he 

thought would make it possible to set up a cha~ reaction in un­

separated uranium in the immediate future. Having known him for 

over twenty years both from his scientific work and personally, 

I have much confidence in his judgment and it was on the basis of 

his judgment as well as my own that I took the liberty to approach 

you in connection with this subject. You responded to my letter 

dated August 2, 1939 by the appointment of a committee under the 

chairmanship of Dr. Briggs and thus started the Government's ac­

tivity in this field. 

The terms of secrecy under which Dr. Szilard is working 

at present do not permit him to give me information about his work; 

however, I understand that he now is greatly concerned about the 

lack of adequate contact between scientists who are doing this 

work and those members of your Cabinet who are responsible for 

formulating policy. In the circumstances I consider it my duty 

to give Dr. Szilard this introduction and I wish to express the 

hope t hat you will be able to give his presentation of the case 

your personal attention. 

Very truly yours, 



. . 

ENCLOSURE TO MR. ALBERT EINSTEIN'S LETTER OF 

lvlARCH 25, 1945 TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

by 

L. Szilard 

The work on uranium has now reached a stage which >~11 make it 

possible for the Army to detonate atomic bombs in the immediate future. 

The "demonstration" of such bombs may be expected rather soon and naturally 

the i'lar Department is considering the use of such bombs in the vmr against 

Japan. 

From a purely military point of view this may be a favorable de­

velopment. However, many of those scientists who are in a position to 

make allowances for the future development of this field believe that we 

are at present moving along a road leading to the destruction of the strong 

position that the United States hitherto occupied in the world. It appears 

probable that it ~all take just a few years before this vdll become manifest. 

Perhaps the greatest immediate danger which faces us is the pro­

bability that our ttdemonstration" of atomic bom.bs will precipitate a race 

in the production of t hese devices between the United States and Russia 

and that if we continue to pursue the present course, our initial advantage 

may be lost very quickly in such a race. 

If a nation were to start now to develop atomic bombs, so to speak 

from scratch, it could do so without reproducing many of t he expensive 

installations which were built by the War Department during the Jar. 

-1-
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For over a year now we have lmown that we could develop methods by means 

of which atomic bombs can be produced from the main component of uranium 

which is more than one hundred times as abundant than the rare component 

from which vre are manufacturing atomic bombs at present. We must expect 

that a cost of about ~?500 million some nations may accumulate, within six 

years, a quantity of atomic bombs that will carespond to ten million tons 

of TNT. A single bomb of this t ype wei ghing about one ton and containing 

less than 200 pounds of active material may be expected to destroy an 

area of ten s quare miles. Under the conditions expected to prevail six 

years from now, most of our major cities might be completely destroyed 

in one single sudden attack and their populations might perish. 

In the United States, thirty million people live in cities with 

a population of over 250,000 and a consideration of t his and other factors 

involved indicates that the United States vrill be much more vulnerable 

than most other countries. 

Thus t he Government of the United States is at present faced with 

the necessity of arriving at decisions which will control the course that 

is to be followed from here on. These decisions ought to be based not 

on the present evidence relating to atomic bombs, but rather on the situation 

which can be expected to confront us in this respect a few years from now. 

This situation can be evaluated only by men who have first-hand knowledge 

of the facts involved, that is, by the small group of scientists who are 

actively engaged in this work. This group includes a number of eminent 
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scientists who are willing to present their views; there is, however, 

no mechanism through which direct contact could be maintained betvreen 

them and those men who are, by virtue of their position , responsible 

for formulating the policy which the United States might pursue. 

The points on which decisions appear to be most urgently needed 

are as follows: 

1. Shall we aim at trying to avoid a race in the production of 

atomic bombs between the United States and certain other nations? 

2. Can a system of controls relating to t his field be devised 

which is sufficiently tight to be relied on by the United States and which 

has some chance of being accepted under otherwise favorable conditions 

by Russia and Great Britain? 

3. Can we materially improve our chances to obtain t he coopera­

tion of Russia in setting up such a system of controls by developing in 

the next two years modern met hods of production which would give us an 

overwhelming superiority in this field at the time when Russia might be 

approached? 

4. ~fuat framework could immediately be set up within which the 

scientific development of such "modern" methods could vigorously be 

pursued both under present and postwar conditions? Should, for instance, 

this framework be set up under the Secretary of Commerce or under the 

Secretary of the Interior, or should the scientific development be under 

a Government-owned corporation jointly controlled by the Secretary of 

Corrnnerce, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary by Vlar? 
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5. Should the scie~tific development vrork be based on the as­

sumption that a race in the production of atomic bombs is unavoidable 

and accordingly be aimed at maximum potential of war, say in six years 

from now, or should the scientific development be rather aimed at putting 

us into a favorable position with respect to negotiations with our Allies 

two or three years from now? 

6. Should, in the light of the decisions concerning the above 

points, our "demonstration" of atomic bombs and their use against Japan 

be delayed until a certain further stage in the political and technical 

development has been reached so that the United States shall be in a more 

favorable position in negotiations aimed at setting up a system of controls? 

Other decisions, which are needed but which are perhaps less 

urgent, would come within the competence of the Department of the Interior. 

If there were in existence a small subcommittee of the Cabinet 

(having as its members, the Secretary of \far, either the Secretary of 

Commerce or the Secretary of the Interior, a representative of the State 

Department, and a representative of the President , acting as the secretary 

of the Committee), the scientists could submit to such a committee their 

recommendations either by appearing from time to time before the committee 

or through the secretary of the committee. 

The latter, if so authorized, by the President, could also act 

as a liaison to the scientists prior to the designation of such a subcom­

mittee . At his disposal could then be placed a memorandum which has been 

prepared in an attempt to analyze the consequences of the scientific and 
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technical development which we have to anticipate. The memorandum 

was prepared on the basis of consultations with ten scientists from 

six different institutions in the United States. These and other 

eminent scientists who "Nere not consulted would undoubtedly avail them­

selves of the opportunity of presenting their views to a man authorized 

by the President, assuming that such a man would have the time at his 

disposal which a study of this kind would require. 
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F. D. Roosevelt 
President of the United States, 
Whi te House 
Washington, D.C. 

Sirs 

Albert Einstein 
Old Grove Rd. 
Nassau Point 
Peconic, Lon5 Island 

August 2nd, 1939 

Recent work in nuclear physics made it probable that 

uranium may be turned into a new and important source of en-

ergy. New experiments performed by E.Fermi and L.Szilard, 

which have been communicated to me in manuscript, make it 

now appear likely that it will be possible to set up a chain 

reaction in a large mass of uranium and thereby to liberate 

considerable quantities of energy. Less certain, but to be 

kept in mind, is the possibility of making use of such chain 

reactions for the construction of extremely powerful bombs. 

Such bombs may be too heavy for transportation by ai~ plane, 

but not too heavy for being carried· by boat, and a single 

bomb exploded in a port might very well destroy the port 

together with the surrounding territory. 

This being the situation, you may find it desirable 

that some contact be established between the Administration 

and the group of physicists Who are working in this country 

on the subject of chain reactions. One possible way of achiev­

ing this would be for you to entrust a person who has your 
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confidence, and who could perhaps act in an inofficial cap­

acity, with this task. 

I understand that Germany has stopped the sale of uran­

ium. That she should have taken such early action might per­

haps be understood on the ground that the son of the German 

Under-Secretary of State, von Weizsacker, is attached to the 

Kaiser-Wilhelm-Institut in Berlin where some of the American 

work on uranium is now being repeated. 

The United States has only poor ores of uranium. Better 

ores in moderate quantities are mined in the former Czecho­

slovakia and in Canada, while the most important source of 

uranium is Belgian Congo. 

Yours very truly, 

f.~-~~. 

(Albert Einstein) 



F, D. Roosevelt 
President of the United States, 
White House 
·uasb ington, D.C .. 

Sir: 

Albert :Zinatein 
Old Grove Hd. 
7aasau Point 
Peconic. Long Island 

August 2nd• 1939 

Recent work in nuclear physics made-it :probable that 

uran11m may be turned. into a new and i mportant source of en­

ergy. New ex:>eriments performed by .E.Fe:rmi and L.SfJlard. 

which ha.ve been communicated to me in manuscript,. make it 

now a~pear likely that it will be 90as ible to set up a chain 

reaction in a. large masa of uraniu..'ll and t!lereby to liberate 

considerable quantities of energy. Less certain, but to be 

kept :in mind, is the possibility of making use of such chain 

reactions for tho eons"truction of extremely powerful bombs •. 

Such bombs may be too heavy for transportation by air pl ne, 

but not too heavy for being carried by boat, and a single 

bomb exploded in a port might very well destroy the port 

together with the surrounding territory. 

Thi~ being the situation, you may :find it desirable 

that aorne contact be eeta.blished betwe.f:ln the Admini::1tration 

and the group of physicists who are working 1n this country 

on the subject of ohain reactions. One possible way of &chiev-

ing this would be for you to entruot a person who has your 



-2 ... 

oo.afideuce, o.ttd who oould perhaps act in a.:c1 inofficial cap-. 

aoity, with this taak. 

I understand that we:r'l'l'lany has stoyped the sa.le of ura.n­

itun. That she should have taken auoh e.a.rly action might per­

haps be understood on the 0 round that the son of the German 

under ... ae,~retery of Stat~, von \"!eizstioker, is attached to the . 

Kaiser-7ilhelm- In t1tut in Berlin where aome o~ the ft~erican 

.wrk on uranium is now being repeated. 

•fhe United States has only poor ores o~ uranium. Better 

ores in moderate quantities are mined in the fo1mer Czecho­

slovakia a.nd in Canada, while the :most inrportant eouroe of 

uranium is Eelgian Congo. 

Yours very tru.ly, 

(Albert Einstein) 



The Honorable Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
The President of the United States 
The White House 
washington, D. c. 

Sir: 

112 Mercer Street 
Princeton, New Jersey 
Mardi 25, 1945 

I am writing you to introduce Dr. L. Szilard who pro­
poses to submit to you certain considerations and recommendations. 
Unusual circumstances which I shall describe further below induce 
me to take this action in spite of the fact tbav-r do not know the 
substance of the considerations and recommendations which Dr. 
Szilard proposes to submit to you. 

In the summer of 19)9 Dr. Szilard put before me his views 
concerning the potential importance of uranium for national defense. 
He was greatly disturbed by the potentialities involved and anxious 
that the United States Government be advised of them as soon as 
possible. Dr. Szilard, who is one of the discoverers of the.neutron 
emission of uranium on which all present work on uranium is based, 
described to me a specific system which he devised and which he 
thought would make it possible to set up a chain reaction in un­
separated uranium in the immediate future. Having known him for 
over twenty years both from his scientific work and personally, 
I have much confidence in his judgment and it was on the basis of 
his judgment as well as my own that I took the liberty to approach 
you in connection with this subject. You responded to my letter 
dated August 2, 1939 by the appointment of a committee under the 
chairmanship of Dr. Briggs and thus started the Government's ac­
tivity in this field. 

The terms of secrecy under which Dr. Szilard is working 
at present do not permit him to give me information about his work; 
however, I understand that he now is greatly concerned about the 
lack of adequate contact between scientists who are doing this 
work and those members of your Cabinet who are responsible for 
formulating policy. In the circumstances I consider it my duty 
to give Dr. Szilard this introduction and I wish to express the 
hope that you will be able to give his presentation of the case 
your personal attention. 

Very truly yours, 
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Sir a 

As a result ot a discussion among physifists whiCh 

took place at mf house last week on the initiative of 

~. E.P. Wigner of Princeton University I consider it 

to be my duty to .draw your attention to a new and impor­

tant development in the tield ot physics. It would seem 

that some ot the almost certain immediat consequences ot 

this new development .ma.y require immedlat action on the 

part of tbe Administration and I shall attempt to indicate 
• 

along What lines such action might perhaps be taken. 
. ·, 
It has been recently discovered that there is an 

__../abundant emission ot neutrons f'rom uranium when this element 

is exposed to a neutron radiation. Con~eq~~ntly it is being 

suspected that unde~ certain specific ~onditions several 

tons of uranium massed together might be induced spontanously 
· by v irtue o.:· a nueclee.r cha:..::: ~eact .~ on 

to liberate large amounts of energy. Th i~ would lead • accor-

ding to circ8mstances - either to explcsion or to .a continious 

supply of heat• The discovery of the neutron emission was made 

early in :March independently by Dr. E. Fermi and Dr. L. Szilard, 

both working at Columbia University, and simultanously also by 

·Joliet working in P~ia· Since then Dr. Fermi and nr.szilard 
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carried out Jointly certain experiments which are not yet published 

but which!f'e brought to m:1 notice. These new fitxperiments make it 

appear as pra~tical certain that conditions will be found in the 

immediat fUturain Which nueclear chain reaction can be maintained 

in a large maaa of uranium. If facilities can be tound which ma.y 
' 

bJ required for carrying out experiments with tons of material rather 

than with kilogramms 1 t should be possibl.e to demonstrate ·the large 

·scale . liberation of nueclear ener~in a very near future. 

; It is evident that not only a new source of energy would thus 

{ 

( be. created but. also that the chain reaction would yield large quan-

1 '· ti tie a of radioactiv ale menta which might be used not only tor medi-
. . 

cal purposes but perhaps also as a light tuel tor driving vessels 

. such as tor instance submarines. It is to be expected that as soon 

,...,~.---;;.~ -th~~. new developments. becomejt' public knowledge certain powers will 

attempt to secure stocks . of the very rare ore of uranium the chief' 

source of Which is at present Belgian Congo. Moreover if it Should 

become possible not only to maintain a chain reaction ;.. this appears 

now to be almOst certain - but also to maintain a Chain reaction 

without slowing down the neutrons - this is still an open question 
.. 

at present - it would then be possible to construct bombs the destrue 

tive power .ot which would be beyond imagination. Such a bomb might 
/ 

be too heavy to be carried by airplanes but not too heavy to be carrie 

by boata and a single bomb of' this kind exploded near a port might 

destroy the port together with the surrounding country side. I should 

mention that the possibility of such fast neutron bombs is at present 

more hypothetical than that of the less violent applications of the 

6ain reaction. Nevertheless however remote this possibility may 

appear it mQGt from now . on .constantly be kept in m:lnd in view ·ot the 

disastrous conaequencea to Whiob it migbt lead. 

• 
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With such possible consequences in mind the publication of' 

the discoveries made early in March in this country bas been de• 

l~ed tor some .~1m• bJ;, DI-. Fermi, Dr. SzUard and their colleagues 

and an attempt was made to bep results of' this t.ypa :f'rom being 

pub~ish~d , b~·ilgreement . with the French and English ph;ysicil~t~h 

I understand that it proved to be impossible to obtain the consent 

·of the French labo~atoriee and as a oonsequeneeof this results are 

now being published in this country without any linusual d:•lS¥• I 
" .. 

also UJ14erstand that ~ attempt to obtain the cooperation of .one 

. 
i ., . 

branch ·· o't the miliJary· 'services was made early in March .. b\it that 

no pern_Wlent contacts .re~l ted trom this attempt. WhUe ,.at present 

I ' ' ·~ 

;: ·~; ·1 I 1 

research · along this line .in this ~ountry seems to be well ahead 

ot'otber 'countries the American Government is not ~of thi.a 

deve1opment and consequently not in contact with those who Work 

in tllis.: important field. In contrast to this .there appears -to be a 
' .', 

clo~ie --_ ~ontaot between the_ German Bovernment and those who work along · 

a similar line in German laboratories which is perhaps incidental , 

to the fact that the son ot the Undersecretary ot State in Garmany, 

von WeiszAcke~, is a physicist working at the Kaiser Wilhelm Instit.ut . 
being 

tor Chemistry where this line of research ·'·t s now also/followed up. It 

is perhaps due to this clo•• personal link that GeriDallY wh'ich hae ad• . 

vert is ad the ·sale of. ur~ium immediately atter it has taken over the 

czacboslovakian minaa ha• .a.inca apparently abrupt]¥ stopped the aale 

ot this material. 

In the circumatanoea I -~ to draw your attention to the 
. ~tft:\\ 

tollowing pointaa · 

1) It apP&ara to be. deeh-&1?1• that a man who baa your contidenoe . 

'! . 
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· be in constant touch with those who are at present acti•;y 

· e~ed in studying nuclear. chain reaction. 

2) It app6are to be desi~able that _private. or governmental 

tunda be. available ot required tor. CBl'r)'ing out experiments 

with several tons ot material so as to enable those who work 

on nuclear chain reactions in this country to find out in the 

Shortest possible time the vonditiona under Which such reactions 

can be maintained in uranium. 

.3) It appears to be desirable that a large stock ot pitchblend 

. wh'i7cb is the common ore of both radium and uranium be brought 

over :t:rom Belgium or direct b'om Belgian Congo and be stored in 

this countr,y for ~ture posa~ble use. 

In taking action along tbia line· it would not be neceesar,y 

to disclose that the uranium content ot the ore is the point ot 

interest and action might be taken on the ground that it is ot 

value to secure the ore on account ot 1 ta radium content tor 

possible future extraction ot the radium for medical purposes. 

Perhaps it might be possible to obtain a large quantity ot thia 

ore as a ~oken reparation payment trom the Belgian Government, 

at present this ore is ·:· ~actically without commercial value. 

4) It. appears desirable ~at the Belgian Government. be advised 

at once ot. the potential _ value of the pitchblend in Belgian 

Congo so that it be in the position to prevent the supply of this 

o·re to countries which mat be considered potential enenmiea both 

ot Belgium and the UnitAd States. 
. I am aending the prea~nt lett~ to ~. L~ S&ilard with whom 
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' I am personal.f,f acquainted with the request ot forwarding the 

J • 

letter to ;your oftice .or .. otherwiae bringing the contenta !ot 
' ' ., 

this le~ter to your not1o•• 
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Yours ·very truly, '. 
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( Albert Eibte ill ) 
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