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F'OFtM H.o.;l . 

FoRM selsa·a/ls. IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUST.RIES LIMITED. 

T E LEGRAMS: 

I MPKEM I X, TELEX, L ON DON . 
CENTRAL STAFF DEPARTMENT. 

T E L E PHO NE: 

VICTORIA 444 4 . 
MILLBANK, 

Correspondence on th e subject of 
this communication to be addressed 
to:-cENTRAL STAFF DEPARTMENT. L 0 N D 0 N, S. W. I. 

YOUR REF. 

( 

---~~ --

LAI/MHG. 

17th February 1936. 

Dr. Szilard, 
C/o Professor F.A. Lindemann, . 
OXFORD. 

.. . 

Dear Sir, 

. . . The pur pp~.e o( _t.his . lf(~~er :i:7 ; tP. s.e t out ; !¥ a15reed 
arrangement whereby you 'are ~dertaking CPttaln work under Professor 
Lindemann at Oxford University. 

This arrangement is to commen ce from and including lst 
June 1935 with fee at the rate of £400 per annum and will continue 
for a period of three years terminating on 31st May 1938; · we wish 
it to be understood, however, that the engagement may be terminated 
a t any time by either party giving three months' notice at any time. 

Payments will be made to you monthly to the credit of 
a bank account and i n order tha t th~ s may be done we would ask you 
to complete the enclosed form and return it as soon as possible. 

We keep in this Office a record givi ng particulars of 
all recipients of fees and if you will complete Form S.P./la a ttached 
hereto and r eturn it, this will give us all the information we require. 

For 
Yours faithfully, 

I MPERIP.L c CAL INDUS~IES LI~ITTED 
-~ & ~ 
~ 

(J. M.- King) 
Central Staff Department. 



Regn. No................... Certificate of Posting of a Registered Postal Packet. 
A Postal Packet addressed a.s under, upon which a Fcc of Tlll'ee Pence ba.s been paid, in addition 

to the Postage{ot ••.•.. . . .... s ...... . ... . .. d.} ba.s been registered and posted here this day:-
for j>arcels unly. ~ 

Accept ing} 
Officer's 
l nitin.ls . . .. .. . 

Date o:.L.I.!llp. 

[P.T.O. 



Extra.cts rrom Regnla.t \on.s tor 
Registr ation o! P ost a.l Pa.ckets. 

(Por hall ne,nh:~Uont •ce 1'o•t Olllea Gu lde.J 

GENERAL. 
1. No eom~n'l:u:,,n It Jjg.j,J In Tt'tpeet of :1. 

Po1 t~l r:t.dlet iu 'lfhida :1.11y prohlbitll\1 a.rti11lo I• 
I ' DCJ O~ "!J . 

II. liocompen,:~.tion itJ):!.Ii.l!o r eonaoquen tirr.l 

d:~.m~fr TIH' tleei•lon of t he Po•tmuUlr-GcuenU 
npon a ny' ~ :lim !or eomr.eor:atlon h Onal 

IV. No h.•&;al lia beHty attad11•t to tho P o&t 
m:at.rrCcn,. ral iu rttpect or tlee June of tJ,·t 
ftr li rlcato 

INLA..'ID. 
V. ~ubjeet to the pulJiblu• l ret;nlat.;Qn•, 

f::. ;;~r~::~~~;~;~~r~~uJ~!o~t:t:~!;k"e~·~~~~.fd: 
a lte8~7~[''tl<~n l'~e l1:a..t bee~.hl,'~~d,;t(·o~~~~~~~::.:~!;n 

&I .c:; 
~ d. . .. ... .. ..t':.!U 

nwl hi . e.,tl:l. for r:..dz £:!0 np to £~00, tho 
IHJ.XhiiiiiH 

any ~t~~~~r~p~;:~~~:k !: c~~~~h~i~~;~~r~~tJ;O.: 
nnleu 1nrh TOlin ~)' be euelo•c-1 In one of tbe 
officii.\ rt';;:ilterel letter eu.-~IO J I', 1o!d at :..ny 
Pot~ 011\ee :~.u•l be •en t b1 lte~:1Jt~re>l L~uu 
Pnt, 'l'l•e te rm ·• money ' luclude• coin, U:1ut 
nott1, Currtne1 notc•,•tampt,p>l1:t.l :111•1 HlOtle! 
OfllerJ, chf'<]UU, ~no.lauy ot!Jcr •ecnrltyfor 11101101 
wheth~r ""f',"Oti:~.!J.e or JJ,')t 'J'Iao rn:o1i mu m cort· 
Jen•atlon for lou of COI:i It .r;;. 

\' II No compen~ation I! rd I f or d:am:..ge 

!~ll~r.r~~~~fjK~lO~~~U;;j~!~~~~~~~~r~ tfl~~;j]~ ~~r1i~i~~ Or 

\' Il L :\o eom pt'n~tioni~rn!J for dnua~e to 
., Po11t..~l P1tc~cl 1ent by l :t~is tereJ Lett.c>r l'o.t • 
• 111d ro/Jf·lilllll•l "" artide "f a. frurfle IWt•·re. 
,w/tu uu:, IJlUiret bt marle•l '' Fra;;Ut-w:t/i 
t't!rt" tll.'u!l po t~d 

IX. 'l'ho Poetmn'ller Gener:~.l dou not ae.:fl~: 
:~.nylial•llity .,. ae•·lne<tuenec of theregi.tntio!l 
ofn l't~tt!l.l l'lleket aftenr:m.la fou ull to h~~o'o Me~ 
inaperft'ctlyp;a..cieo.l. 

'( Tl•e l'o•tmuter-Gener:t.! dou n•Jt Ia :~. uy 

r~:~ o~~l~~·~~~:ru~~::~;l;~~~~~!;:~:l~:::;!:1 art!el~: 
IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN. 

Xl. Uegialr:uion is not :1. ~yMt.em or lnaur-
2.nee. It P"t~ no title tO com f)"u~ation for l o~• 
... r dam'lgcof ount.tnttnsdilltlnetrromlou of the 
• nt lre p:~.cl::et; and t l1e pa.ymen t m:~.do j,, 110 dr
runlltuJ/·t• v:reed, .£2 

l):t.ck"U 1eut to m!l.nJ countrl('l a.br~ ~n 
be in •ureJ rat;:r.in•t lou or Jama~;e. Por Rf'gi,.t rtl
tlon :~.nd ln"u·:a.nce !kgu!ation ... see P1~U Olllce 
CuiJ e 

!iO'l'l·:.-,\ n :llhlcl' of the deih'l'l")' of any 
r eglat~rl'<lt':~.ek• t ma.y \JI' oLta..inf• l by the "end!'r 
uDI':l)'ffii'IU or :ar'I'C<~r:!J 

L _ -



T .. "lc !:r.: :ne ,.. ur. r c · ~ J ,;' , 

~Io;'le ,~,·ffice , 

..... }1i tr;.hHll I 
LO:. ~)l- c ~ · ' . l ~ 

8 , Keble noad , 
OAFO - . 

rate of ' on ,ouncls 
4 

er cu Lurtl for t hru: y e::s .:r.: , u t.a.i cr: ilLL l; . on 

enclc f,irtg ~ letter YJhich I . ve rec~i vcci frvm thi'- f i l-,r: . I 

rn~ tt .r . -

1 a'll a. - Llbject of ~tu.~-.:,<r;y by birtn anct C1. citizen of 

! !tav r::ee.tl . 0 l e 

( ·o ... ~ - . . ~ ) . ·. • ~ J.c ro. • 
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February 19th, 1936. 

J . M. King, Esq. 

Central Staff Department, 

Imperial Chemical Industries, Lta. , 

illbank, London, s. v. 1. 

Dear Si:r, 

I thank you for your letter o1· :&'ebrua:t•y 17th, 

and confirm the agreed arrangement set out in your letter. 

I beg to draw your attention to the fact that 

I am not a British subject, and therefore an application 

to the Ministry o:t~ Labour or the Home 01'fice msy ·be 

required . I should ap~rec1ate it very much if you 

would be kind enough to take the necessary ate~s . 

I am , 

Yours fa1th1ul1y , 

(Leo Szilard). 
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Dr. R. E. Slade, 
r. c. r., 
Millbank, S.W.l • 

. Dear Dr. Slade, 

Clarendon Labo:ratory1 
Parks Road, 

Oxford. 

2nd October, 1936. 

Enclosed pl ease find a patent specification, which 
I am afraid is rather bulky, but if you care to look up 
th t? cla irns on the very last )age , you will have a clear 
idea what it is all about. 

This patent i s one of sever~ for which I have applied 
in the first half of 1934 in England and America and r ecent·
ly I have been approached by a group in this conn'"' ction with 
the r esult that I have concluded a gentleman agr eement re ... 
garding these pat8nts. 

It is proposed to set out a detailed agreement on 
October 11th and before doing so, I should be ver y gra-: -
ful to have your comment on the following points:-

! have been asked to· include in the proposed agreement 
some preferred rights on patents for which I may apply in 
future in the field of atomic trans!l'lUtation and I f elt quit e 
prepar ed to give this group a most favoured position r~gard
ing these patents, without, however, excluding the possibility 
of placing others e:qually in a most favoured position. 

In view of the inter est which I.C.I. ts taking in 
promoting r e search work in the Clarendon Laboratory in 
general and in my personal case in particular, I am, of 
course , most anxious to avotd an akwa.rd ~ituation which 
could perhaps arise in a f ew years• time if you should 
then decide to talre an active int er est in the manufacture 
of radio-active el ements and in the meantime I had given 
away exclusive right s for inventions which I am making 

- 2 -
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Dr. R. ~ .• Slade , I.C.I., Millbank. 2nd October, 1936. 
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while ' orking at t he Clar(;ndon Laboratory. I hope , however, 
that by ~ust givi ng a mos~ f avourEd ·position concerning 
th,~ s e inventions to t r e group which i.s inter e st ed i n my 
pat ents (I have so far not appli ed for a l.Y pat ents 'r:hil r-
worktng in Oxf'ord, but I mi ght do so in future ) I can avoi<i 
complications which mi ght other ·«iSe arise l at er on if you 
should t~J.~ e :m active inter e st in t he sP ma t.tt, rs later on. 
I shoulc be ver y glad if you could l e t me know whether or 
nat this solution seems to you satisfactory. 

If :,·ou should ha:'pe.n to f eel int er e st ed in the 
pat ents for ~"fhich I have concluded a gentleman a gr eement, 
I sb::n:iJd , of course, be ver :;, glad to ask the other party 
to t he agr0ement to offe r you the se pat~nts. 

Thanking you for thE~ ~ .... tent ion which you are 
so kindl y g~ving to thi s mat ter, 

I am, 

Yours sincer el y 1 

LEO SZILARD. 

Encl. 



/ IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES Ll M I TED. 

' 
TELEGRAMS: 

IMPKEMIX, PARL, LONDON . 

TELEPHONE: 

VICTORIA 4444 . 

Correspondence on the subject of 
this communication to be addressed 
to :-

DR. R. E. SLADE 

YOUR REF. 

Dear D1 . Szilard, 

M I LL'BAN K, 

LON D 0 N, S. W. I. 

9th October, 1936 

I have received your letter and the patent specification 

which I return herewith . 4-4 0 · 0 2 ...; 

I have written to-day to Professor Lindemann who vrill tell 

you our uoint of view on this matter. 

Dr . Szilard, 
Clarendon Labpratory, 
University Museum, 
Oxford . 

Yours sincerely, 



P'ORM H.O.fl . IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LIMITED. 

TELEGRAMS: 

I M PKEM IX, PARL, LONDON. 

TELEPHONE: 

VICTORIA 4444. 

Correspondence on the subject of 
this communication to be addressed 
to :-

DR. SLADE 

YOUR REF. 

Dear Dr.Szilard, 

MILLBANK, 

L 0 N D 0 N, S. W. I. 

29th September,1936 

I shall be pleased if you will call Wld see me . If you 

will suggest a day and time I will let you know whether it will suit 

me, but if you are coming to London this week, so far as I knov1 at 

present I could see you almost any time on Friday. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr. L. Szilard, 
C/o The Clarendon Laboratory, 
University Museum, 
OXFORD. 

• - • ; ~ • I • 
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- - T E: L EGR AMS : 

IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LIMITED 

NOBEL HOUSE, 

2, BUCKINGHAM GATE, 

LONDON, S.W. 1 

IMPKEM I X,TELEX,LONDON . HOUSE , 
TELEX N<? 

VICTORIA , TELEX -..a,4 . 91 t l/2 . 

TELEPHON E : 

VICTORIA 4444. 

TRUNK AND TOLL CALLS : 

VICTOR I A 9090. 

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
1155, East 57th Street, 
Chicago 37, 
Illinois, 
u.s.A. 

Dear Szilard, 

-~~'· 

20th March 1945. 

I was very glad to get your letter of February 27th 
as it is now a long time since I used to meet you in New York. 

I have discussed with Slade the matter which you 
raise in this letter, and we feel that you ought not to worry 
about the possible payment to you in the past"by I.C.I. of 
salary for which you may not have done all the expected work. 

It is obvious that the circumstances which prevented 
you from returning to Oxford were beyond your control and I 
think that anyone else, placed in the same position, would 
have remained in America. 

Therefore I suggest that you should regard the whole 
matter as settled. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
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