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ALL SWGRN PERSORNEL FIREARMS PCLICY

4

This Department Instruction supersedes Instruction 1.6 dated August 3, 1976,

L. BURPOSE

stablish Dzpartment policy on the use of firearms.

Pt
1—4

ety, the

alue on th

wgers.  For this rezsol

i2aponsS, w0 D

re situation
The use of a firearm is in act a law en-
forcement officer will eng tive that he act
not only within the bounda dgment and ac-
cepted practice, but that leagership, and
direction to act wisely wh ary in the course
of his duties.

LRI FOLICY
A. It is the policy of the San Diego Folice Cepartment that officers shall
use a Tirearm only as a last resort when it rezsonably appears neces-

1) To protect themselves from death or serious bodily injury,
or;

r officer or any other person from death
S ;

3) To epprehenc a fleaing Telen believed to %e -ned with a
deadly wezpen for a felony involving grea bud11y injury or
the threat of great bodily injury.
N B. A firearm should be drawn or displayed only under one of the ebove con-
e ditions or under circumstances that are recognizable by the officer as
vl being potentially cdangerous.

PD:27S REV. 11-73)
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SOUTHEAST INTERDENOMINATIONAL MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE

i
I
>

Rev. Robert Ard
President

Rev. James Allison
Vice President

Sr. Agatha Faimon
Recording Secretary

Rev. Homer Pacely
Assistant Recording Secretary

Rev. Willie Maniey
Treasurer

MEMBERS:

Rev. Junious Blake

Rev. Casper |. Glenn

Mr. Pierre Victor Gousse
Dr. Charles Hampton

Rev. Eugene Harvey

Eman Mahir K. Hasan
Chaplain Robert Heath
Rev. Amos Johnson, Jr.
Dr. William E. Johnson
Rev. Roy Landers

Rev. Erwin L. Lueker

Mr. Cleo Malone

Rev John McCullough

Dr. George McKinney

Mr. Thomas H. McPhatter
Dr. Offutt T. McWilliams
Rev. Grandison M. Phelps, Jr.
Rev. George Walker Smith
Rev. George Stevens

Rev. Robert Taheny

Rev. Cleveland S. Thornhill (|
Mr. Wade Vaughn

Dr. Edward P. Williams
Chaplian Meretle H. Wilson

3032 53"d STREET . SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92105
Telephones: (714) 264-7240. . .264-8880. . .231-7901

July 5, 1978

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I, as President of the Southeast Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance, have been requested by NIA Cultural
Organization, Black Federation, NAACP, The Association
of Black Attorneys and others to form a coalition of the
Alliance and other community organizations for the purpose
of coordinating our collective efforts in our pursuit of justice
in the murder of Tyrone Thomas.

In response to this request I am requesting all community
Pastors and leaders of community organizations who will accept
and support this purpose to a "Gathering of the Community"
on Wednesday, July 12, 1978 at 7:00 p.m. at Christ Church
of San Dicgo, located at 3060 54th Street (54th and Redwood) -

This will be a new genesis for us in progress through
cooperative efforts as we move together not only for justice
in this instance matter, but for the well-being of our entire

corntnunity.,
I encourage each of you to tell others of this '"gathering"
and bring therm with you as we began the metamorphosis from

giescissiti Rt GRLE e T o 1

We need each other, for there is no one else to fill our

neecds and hezltolns hurts- === bt sk

I'[d_l'ulll}’(,t!

RCA/ddo
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GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY
Sponsored byv

The Coalition for Freedom and Justice
"Solving collective Prablems with collective Efforts"

PROGRAM
MUSIC Various artists of our community

Statement of Purpose Mr. Greg Akili
Viece Chairman, NIA Cultural Organization

Prayer and Remarks Reva—James ALl isom

President, Baptist Ministers Unlon of San Diego
Information and Inspiration

Mr, Joe Davis
President, Associatien of Black Atterneys

Mr, ‘Tom Jehnsen
Fiest Vice President, NAACP, San Diege

’7
Mr, Ike Merris -
Natienal Cealition te Suppert African Liberatien

Me.Shey GFsen

Chairperson, People fer Batiter Feeds and Services

' Mr, Ken Msemaji
Chairman, NIA Cultural Organizatien

Presentatien eof Pelice Repert

Presentation ef Thomas Family

Themas Offense Fund We, the Peeople

"~ Mr, Herman Baea
Chairman, Cemmittee en Chicane Rights

Mr. Vernen Sukumu
Executive Directer, Black Federatien

Fman, Daniel Adnam
Werld Cemmunity ef Islsm in the West, Masjid Muhammad #8

Rev. Rebert C., Ard, Spekespersen
Cealitien for Freedem & Justiee (Themas Matter)

This is net a'rally, but the beginning ef a spiritual,
psyehelegisal, secialegical and econemie metamerphesis
ef eur cemmunity, by eur eemmunity and fer eur cemmunity.

Sy



ON MAY 30, 1978, TYRONE THOMAS, AN UNARMED BLACK MAN WAS MURDERED BY A SAN
DIEGO CITY POLICEMAN. THROUGHOUT AMERICA BLACK AND BROWN PEOPLE HAVE BEEN
THE VICTIMS OF POLICE KILLINGS, BEATINGS, AND OTHER FORMS OF BRUTALITY. THE
MAJORITY OF THESE INCIDENTS ARE CONCLUDED BY THE POLICE INVESTIGATING THEM-
SELVES AND JUSTIFYING THEIR ACTIONS. OVER THE YEARS, MURDERS SUCH AS THAT OF
. LUIS TATO RIVERA AND NOW TYRONE THOMAS, HAVE DEMONSTRATED THE NEED FOR US
TO COME TOGETHER. WE NEED EACH OTHER FOR THERE IS NO ONE ELSE TO FILL OUR
NEEDS AND HEAL OUR HURTS — BUT US. THEREFORE WE ARE CALLING A

GATHERING of the
COMMUNITY

7:00 p.m. WEDNESDAY, JULY 12, 1978

CHRIST CHURCH OF SAN DIEGO 3060 54thSt.
(corner of 54th &Redwood)

COME HEAR THE FACTS

SPONSORED BY THE COALITION FOR JUSTICE

‘ AFRICAN LIBERATION SUPPORT/ ASSOCIATION OF BLACK ATTORNEYS/ BLACK FEDERATION
/COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS/ NAACP/ NIA CULTURAL ORGANIZATION/ SOUTHEAST
INTERDENOMINATIONAL MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE/ WORLD COMMUNITY OF ISLAM IN THE
WEST MASJID MUHAMMAD NO. 8 /PEOPLE FOR BETTER FOODS AND SERVICES

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 231-7901/264-7240



unless a person s armed or poses a
threat of bodily harm or mjury to the
officer or others.”

According to Police Chief Bill Kolen-
~der, Simmons, whose «‘record reflects
no similar conduct and contains numer-
ous commendations’’ will be returned to -
duty May 28 to continue -work with the '
-School Task Force, the -assignment.on
which he was working at the time of ‘the
shooting.  Simmons himself was not‘
available for comment. = - 8
e told,«t,hem he didn‘t have to, turned Earlier, on-April 12, D.A..Ed Mrllerr :
nd ran,- Lawrence Simmons, - 32, had issued a decision stating that Offlcer
*12 -year ‘veteran of the force and hrs Simmons has commnted “no prosecutable
partner Edward Kunold havrng report— offense.”’ S ot B
edly decided_Graham-must be a burglar : ; 5 Vo
‘took off after him. - o 1 a4'm very ‘pissed: off about the, way
1Graham ‘began’yelling for help Whe-"" this whole thing's -been handled,!" James
her 'Snmmons gave Graham a second Graham told the NEWSLINE frorn
_ward at “the Balboa Navyf Hospltal

have o shoot me anyway | was runnlng ‘
blmd Hjust, sort of in a' panic. - After |
= - lawyer and begun consrdermg the  possi- - went .over this low wall ‘| found myself
t brllty of a'civil action agarnst the police;: ‘running: lnto a clump of bushes. | could
April 6 Simmonslast. week recelved a -; “A lot of what | know. to be the factsin = N0t have gone anywhere from there.”
230 day suspensmn wrthout pay from-the.  this case have not come out and | want' Asked if he thought there were racial - behind me | thought he was
San Diego Pohce Department Accordmg them to come out,’” he:says. ‘“L|ke the” overtones to his shooting Graham hesi- shoot me agaip.. I'm glad a o' ofir my.
‘to ‘police = spokesman  Bill. Robinson, "\ D.A. claims the officer shot me ‘from - tated ‘a moment. ‘“You know | didn’t - neighbors ' had" heard me__yellin
Simmons ‘was found: to  have vrolated 25 to 30 feet behind but | think | can  want to make a thing of it, but really come outside, lm glad . for:th
‘department  firearms  policy’ which * prove he was no more., than. 15 feet .yes, | do think.discrimination played a nesses. Whyd you. shoot ‘me
\lite that; ‘“deadly  force not be used' away from ‘me. You know he d|dnt 'partin;thls. Imean there was no. burglary '

AR I Rt e o 5

3 TR s L i e
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mth,_;s g
and.qhief vesugator Wayne Burgess, former

e said:The only applicable charge

‘was involuntary manslaughter; he said, and that requxred‘

gross negligence on Christensen's part. *
+» Huffman explained the shooting cucumstances th1s way'
Christensen was pursuing a‘car in which Thomas was

hxtchmg a ride."-When the car stopped and Thomas fled, | |/

gougﬁe pursued and found Thomas hiding beneath a clump of
e8..:°\

. At this point, Chnstensen drew h1s revolver, and thh hxs
mghtst,xck in his left hand, ordered Thomas out.

./'Thomas came toward Christensen, then suddenly turned
to run. Christensen grabbed/him with his left hand "which
. was now full of baton (mghtstxck) and the suspect's shirt,"
and Thomas pulled away.

- Christensen then swung at Thomas s head with his
revolver, cutting his scalp with either the barrel or cylinder.

i“As'Thomas fell, the gun discharged and Thomas died ||

' instantly when the bullet entered the base of his skull at
pomt-blank range.
. Huffman said Chnstensen was not out of line in drawmg

hxs gun because "they had the right to stop him as a possible;

' burglary suspect, and he fled. They had no way of knowing
he was unarmed. They had the right to have weapons

. drawn until they could find out what was happening"

~ (Christensen apparently squéezed off the’ round By )

-accident as he swung the revolver, Huffman said. .

.To be guilty of gross negligence, the officer "would have to '

. be so careless.as to be indifferent to what could happen if he

. fired his weapon, it would involve a wﬂlful dxsregard for the
safety of others," Huffmansaid.; -

+..Huffman said the city police rules for dlsplay and fmng of

code.

partlcularly black cmzenry, and the govemment in. this
i case the policei s & Woelif i i o S
m

‘weapons are both stricter than the state penal code's, but:he
. did not thpve the ev1dence pomted to a wolatxon of the cxty

i

uncxlman Wnlhams sald the case "con

'tes

'Bu

! remarkably to the widening gap between the cmzenry,

B

boratory, studied the police case file

eSS




4 No crlmmal charges will be filed

¥ agajnst the San Diego police officer

~-who killed a 21-year-old burglary

 suspect during a scuffle May 30, the
dxstnct attorney's office said Monday.

. .Chief Deputy District Attorney

Rlchard Huffman said no evidence of

* gross negligence could be found in the

- shooting death of Tyrone Earl Thomas

‘as ‘he tried to flee from patrolman

FrankG Christensen. .

£;Under the law, only such gross negh-

Qence could have brought a criminal

. penalty, Huffman said, although civil .
7 negligence ‘charges can be brought
‘/and ‘administrative action taken

ggamst the officer.

. iiPolice Chief William B. Kolender

d he would comment on the decision

: today 'As for administrative action, .
Kolender saxd he would be "free to take -

+" | Thomas' death had prompted a call
by City. Councilman Leon L. Williams .
- foran investigation into what he said

- were a series of beatings and shootings

-.of blacks by pohce in recent months

Rl e siony ) l:JuN'ls'
, t I Char esr-% n'
m v e ;

BY ED SYLVESTER

g e ¥ ‘
Times Staff Writer i . . 173
x

T ETTe o ‘,,.,3, B it .

Of the decision not to brm charg&, 3

. Williams said Monday, "I'm going to

pursue the matter. I don't think the
police should be forgiven when their
actions end in death. We don't forgive
private citizens for such actions. They i
- goto jail for muchless" : -

But Williams said he would press the

City Council, rather than the Police |

Department, for action.

"Policies have to be wtabhshed by
the City Council to guide the police in |
how they handle situations like this
one. If any other city employe abuses a

. private citizen on the job, we correct it.

That's what we havetodohere” -
"The department already has policies .

; governing the display of weapons by |

police officers which according to.

~ Huffman are ’far more stringent than

- the state penal code." - .
- Even by city regulations, Huffman

" said, "it appears to me that the gun was

- properly “drawn. I'm not saying
properly discharged, but his drawing

__the gun was proper under the circum-
L stances.

rlease'rmtoragem,Cou'

&



oo

.t:ers\ ‘spokesiman said yesterday.
_The tequest, by the National Asso-
' red People S Western Regional Off-
~San' Francisco,  was initiated
Y. th San .Diego chapter in re-
onse to the exoneration Tuesday of
:a{Jocal  policeman who during a
-pursuit’ and struggle killed a bur-

glary suspect May 30.

hfs . gun fired accidentally when he
o struck -2]-year-old Tyrone Earl
T omas “behind the neck with the

Monday; the distnct attomey s off-
ce-cleared Christensén of criminal -
. »negligenceg in th Tnatter. Police
4 Chief*’ nder  Tuesday
g)ca]l the,,Shooting, "‘a tragic acci-

e

dent” and

‘ ‘enf.t‘,’
dent’6f the NAACP’s

S T AR T
TSEA A o ]

-tim is the most serious question, and
£ vem"all ‘the : otherwtechnicauties
about <t being an acmdent that -
has‘ simply not been an-
‘swered ‘atisfactorlly,"' Johnson
\ said:: % : 3

“:Johnson said a specific tlmetable
of actibns to:be taken- will be an-'

S We' :i‘lsojfeel that this case is big

enougﬁzand -important enough that |

hweishoﬁld,ask our, national body. for

help We'feel we. definitely need am

% endent {investigation: into- the
atter,"” he said.

suépects shot by white offi-

Ci tion for;the Advancement of Col- .

j
l

’ constituted body I think that ‘we ;
- have nothing to hide and I kind of

welcome 15,7

. Meafiwhile;, .Teaction in the black 3
community to Christensens exon-._
. eration was swift and angry.:. 5

The Rev. Robert C.' Ard, pastor of '

Christ' Church of San Dlego and
president of the Southeast Interde-

nominational Ministerial. Alliance, .
. Issued a statement calling’ for the *
. immediate firing of Christensen.’

“His (Kolender’s) conclusion, sup-

ported by the findings of the distrxct )

attorney, is but additional evidence
of what black people in this country
have known for some time. That is
rarely do white people do anything
to other white people who km black
people,” Ard said. ¢

“We have read recently of the

23 tremendous support Kolender has in
the majority and minority communi- -
ties (but) I will not support him until . take.
he takes some effective action within

-the department that indicates to his -

personnel that the unjustitied killing

of black’ People wlll not be tolerat-‘
-ed,” he said. " .
- Ard called the shooting “no isolat-":
ed: matter, but a continuation of a.x
" practice whlch must - be stopped.’’.:
Calljng exoneration  of ' Christensen ¥

~ ‘“‘another glimpsei of the racism
which . permeates' this city,” he‘

vowed to utilize his influence *

- keep this issue.on the conscience:bfi =
the - commumty untll ‘justice is.-

done.”

Curtis  Moring, president of the

Association of Small ‘Businesses,
representing 85 businesses in South-

east San Diego isstied a statements

calling Kolenders decismn a mis- |
- “We feel that there is no ]ustifica- A

. tion for this kind of conduct from a'
/., peace officer who is. certiﬁed to be;.*
© especially well-trained '
_lected for duty in a predominantly- ]
* ‘minority community when it is well
,known that such communities' re-
. quire police officers: with: special 4

andt.

j and sens1t1v1ties % the State-'ﬁ}
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~I think thatthany in mid-
: ent at the Po-

: rtment are
racists,” he $ald. “They’ve
{been there toodong with out--
‘dated  racial ‘aftitudes  that
‘can’t be chaniged: just by
appointing Kolender as chief
of ‘police.. The, chief: can’t
possibly know ;all that’s

going on in the streets;“and
the total department needs
an; investigatiom: and an

£

overhaul.” 5 s

i -City Councilman Léo: \Wil-

liams; who moved  the, couri-.

cil’s - Public : Services :and
bte:

: o

Safety . Committee}
{unanimously last
‘conduct, public; hre
«allegations of po
{duct, said Christ#
‘oneration gives
‘added importance :
i+ Perhaps the strongest re-

(action to the matter. came g it
/yesterday from Ken Msema- Jent*crime

<L

X

Asks Probe

Ji, chairman of the Nia Cul- “committed b ‘teen-agers.
tural Association. .
“There is a long history in
this and most police depart-
ments of police killing black,
brown and other minority, - -
people,” he said, ‘“and usual-
ly it ends with a ceremonial
slap on the hand, if even
that. e
“‘Kolender has had a lot of
support from within the mi-

' .‘»-,-.-‘—‘.v -

. nority commumity ‘in the

past. But from the talk I've

. been hearing from people

lately, that support is seri-
ously  declining. The Police
Department needs to be in-

ercent of vio-
n America are

If “bandits and murder and br

this kind of police behavior ' talize people and not be pi i
continues, if the police are’ ished, I
allowed -to run dround like

~ “!that’s a thing we' just can

see'-many ‘minority yout ;
fretaliate “violently. 'And

-nave a license )

, 't carefree as they can with

fafford.;= & * ' black ‘or brown or:other .
“I' think Christense i ;

oL >

=

I human life.” /«i 5 o
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