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The ditor o Sei!ngp 

0 <:>zil.a.rd 

a.r Sir: 

-drangle Club 
us; East 57 street 
Chie o, Illinois 

Enclosed is a letter to thQ Editor which you nd .ht wi1.ling 
to publish in Science . This documant 13 not 70t or plJblioat.ion, 
but 1 t might leased on o about August 25, and I uld .• dv1$e you 
by s nd1ng vou e. \Tiro on tha.t da.t.e if t,horo is no o jcct on on . e part 
of the rthite H0\150 which has boon a.dv1ucd of tho intondod publication. 

In tho mant o 1 I uld appreciat e it it you rould 
advising .other or not. you intend to c.cc th enclosed. "lett r'1 

for pUblication. llould :fOU a.J.,oo bo good oough to ndme a.t the s 
time if it 1:J por;o:tble fozt you. to lot u,o bavo reprints or tbe letter 
it it b published? 

Vary truly yours, 

.Eno. 



Do iN 

The uadrangle Club 
l1S5 t 57 ~ reet 
Chicago, Illlnois 

ust 24.t l94S 

Ole day artor first atomic bcmb _ detonated 1n New - co, 
the following petition circulate a.mnng sc1ont1.sts ldng 1n this 
field at the University of Chic o: 

I f! July 17, 1945. titian to the Pre ident or the Unit d States. II 
1niseaq1"ies of eh t pcopl ot the United vtat.es are not aware vat-

ct tb welfare or this nation in the milr f'uture. The l!ber tion of atomic 
powe~ oh h88 e n c 8 ed laceo tomio i he s ot the ~· 
It places in your hand , ns Comnande~ "hief, the t teful dee1sion whether 
or not to so.nction t o usa of uch b s in t e pro nt e of ~he •r 
against Japan. 

" e, the un rsigned 8'11 ntists, haw been rld.ns 1n t field t 
atcmio r . Until rocently have had to fear that tho United ~tat 

ht be ttacked by atomic ·bomb during this r and th t her only dlttens 
might lie in a oounteratt ck by th s nr.tano. Today, with t e dete t of 
qerntanY; this danger is ? rt d and , . ., feel impoll to 881 what tollOft : 

- hu to be brought ap dUy to a sueces tul concluaion am 
attacks by at e bombs may ver:r ll be n effective lxxl of rtare. 
reel, hQweve~.,. that euch attacks on Japan could not be justified, at leaat 
not u.nl.etss the term.s which will bo imposed a.fter the J" on Japan we 
public :t.n detail and Japan re given an opportunity to urrendelt. 

"If su.eh public. a.nnout1e nt gavo assurance to th J panes that 
they ould look t td to a lite devoted to po&Qet'ul pW'8\dts in their hciml!t
lan and if Japan tUl refU(Jod to surrender our nation might then, in oer
ta1n cireUI'liJtanoea, t1:Y.l itself orced to resort to tho WB ot atomic • 
Such a atep, however, ought not to be ll:l.!ld at any t1DB without erioual$ 
consid the moral respana1bilit1es which aro involved. 

0 '1'he de9el:oprent. ot :tomie PQ1'i8r will ,llrOYid$ he nations with 
new · ana of destruction. The atomic bombs at our dis al repres nt only 
t.h first step in this direction ani there is almost no l.iJDit to the deetruo
tive power vdd.eh wUl become o.vailabl 1n the coure of their future develop
ment. Thus nation whiCh eta the precedent. or using theae newl,v liberated 
to.rcee or nature tOt' p1.11"p0n8 ot destruction may have to bear the :reapona1-
bU1ty of opening the door to an er& ot dn'astatlon on unimag1nable scale. 



The r~tor ot Sciea 

"If afteP this war a situation is allowed to develop 1n the world 
hieh permits rival powers to be 1n uncont.roll.ed possession or these new 

tnaane or destruction, tho cit~ of the United ta.tea as well as the cit..ie 
of other natiooa will b<l in oontinuous danger or sudden annihila-tion, All 
the resolll"Ces o£ too United Stat-e&, moral. and material, may have bo 
mobiU.zed to prev-ent the advent of auch a world eitWttion. Its prevention 
is at pl"f)sent the solemn responsibility of the United States - siJlgl.ed out 
by ~ue of her lead in tho field ot atomic })(Mer. 

"'l'he ndded tarial. strength whicll this lead give to the United 
· States brings with it the obli"-· Uon or rest:raint an if we wore to v1olo.te 
thin obligation our moral position would. be we ned in the eyes ot the 
world and in our own e s . It \'10\.tld then be more difficult for t.o live 

to our responsibility of b:rinfiing tho unloosened force of dea:t~tion 
under control. 

ttin viet1 of the forogo1na, ~ the undersigned, rupeetfull,y 
pet1tio,n.J r:trst1 that you exercise yo~ power Carmander-ln-Chief'f to 
:rule that. the United Statea shall not resort to the use of atomic bCJmbs in 
this •r Wllass the tol't':lB which will be h\poa d upon Japan h been made 
publlo in detail and Japan, knowing these terms, has refused to surrenderJ 
eecond,. that in tm.oh an event the question nbethel"' or not to us atomic 
bombs be deeided by you 1n the light of the considerations present,ed in t.h1a 

tition as . . ll as all the other mo:ral responsibilities which are involved .. n 

This potition was signed by sixty-seven scientists' and sent to the 
President via the War Department on July 24t 1945. Security regulations do 
not permit diselooing the Ml'l1EilS of those who signed it. Soat or then are 
permanently soeiated nth the Unive.rs1t;y or Chicago whilo othe:re, coming 
from all parts or the United States, ~ at Chicago on a te.'llporary baeais 
on]3. It was felt that your readers might 'be !nto;oeated in knowing eone
thin.g about the attitude Gf st least a. eubstantial minority Of scientists 
engaged at pJ'esent. in this ork a:t QM of the at.Qmio power p:rojecte . 

Leo Szilard 



The Quadrangle Club 
1155 East 57 Street 
Chicago, Illinois 
August 24, 1945 

The Editor of Science 

Dear Sir: 

One day after the first atomic bomb was detonated in New Mexico, 

the following petition was circulated among scientists world.ng in this 

field at the University of Chicago: 
• I( 

11 July 17, 1945. A Petition to the President of the Un~ted States. 

//Discoveries of which the people of the United States are not aware may af

fect the welfare of this nation in the near future. The liberation of atomic 

power which has been achieved places atomic bombs in the hands of the Army. 

It places in your hands, as Commander-in-Chief, the fateful decision whether 

or not to sanction the use of such bombs in the present phase of the v~r 

against Japan. 

11We, the undersigned scientists, have been working in the field of 

atomic power. Until recently we have had to fear that the United States 

might be attacked by atomic bombs during this war and that her only defense 

might lie in a counterattack by the same means. Today, with the defeat of 

Germany, this danger is averted and we feel impelled to say what follows: 

11 The war has to be brought speedily to a successful conclusion and 

attacks by atomic bombs may very well be an effective method of warfare. VIe 

feel, however, that such attacks on Japan could not be justified, at least 

not unless the terms which will be imposed after the war on Japan were made 

public in detail and Japan were given an opportunity to surrender. 

11If such public announcement gave assurance to the Japanese that 

they could look forward to a life devoted to peaceful pursuits in their home

land and if Japan still refused to surrender our nation might then, in cer

tain circumstances, find itself forced to resort to the ureof atomic bombs. 

Such a step, however, ought not to be made at any time ~dthout seriously 

considering the moral responsibilities which are involved. 

11 The development of atomic power will provide the nations with 

new means of destruction. The atomic bombs at our disposal represent only 

the first step in this direction and there is almost no limit to the destruc

tive power which will become available in the course of their future develop

ment. Thus a nation which sets the precedent of using these newly liberated 

forces of nature for purposes of destruction may have to bear the responsi

bility of opening the door to an era of devastation on an unimaginable scale. 
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11 If after this war a situation is allowed to develop in the world 
which permits rival powers to be in uncontrolled possession o t.ese new 
means of destruction, the cities of t he United States as well as the cities 
of other nations will be in continuous danger of sudden annihilation. All 
t he resources of the United States, moral and material, may have to be 
mobilized to prevent the advent of such a world situation. Its prevention 
is at present the solemn responsibility of the United States -- singled out 
by virtue of her lead in the field of atomic power. 

11The added material strength which this lead gives to the United 
States brings with it the obligation of restraint and if we were to violate 
this obligation our moral position would be weakened in the eyes of the 
world and in our own eyes. It would then be more difficult tor us to live 
up to our responsibility of bringing the unloosened for ces of destruction 
under controL 

11 In view of the foregoing, we, the undersigned, respe ctfully 
petition; first, that you exercise your power as Commander-in-Chief, to 
rule that the United States shall not resort to t he use of atomic bombs in 

this war unless the terms which will be imposed upon Japan have been made 
public in detail and Japan, l<nowing these terms, has refused to surrender; 
second, that in such an event the question whether or not to use atomic 
bombs be decided by you in the light of the considerations presented in this 

petition as well as all the other moral responsibilities whi ch are involved." 

This petition was signed by sixty-seven scientists and sent to the 

President via the War Department on July 24, 1945. Security regulations do 
not permit disclosing the names of those who signed it. Some of them are 
permanently associated vdth the University of Chicago Vlhile others, coming 
from all parts of the United States, are at Chicago on a temporary basis 
only. It was felt that your readers might be interested in lG1ovdng some
thing about the attitude of at least a substantial minority of scientists 
engaged at present in this work at one of the atomic power projects. 

Very truly yours, 

~·~ 
Leo Szilard 



SCIENCE 

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

1215 Fifth Avenue 
New York 29, N. Y. 
September 1, 1945 

Your letter of August 18 and 
telegram of August 25 were received in 
the absence of Mr. Cattell. They will 
be brought to his attention on his 
return. 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
The University of Chicago 
Q.uadrangle Club 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 



SCIENCE 
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 

1215 Fifth Avenue 
New York 29, i~ . Y. 
September 4, 1945 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

In reply to your letter 
of August 21 in accordance with 
your request, I enclose the statement 
in regard to the petition circulated 
among scientists at the University 
of Chicago to be sent to the 
president of the United States. 

There is a matter of 
policy involved which will have 
to be taken up with the Policy 
Committee and the Executive Committee 
of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, but it 
is not my wish to take it up until 
such time as a communication is 
available. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ cV\~ C - t:t! oo 
Jaques Cattell-\ 

Editor 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
The University of Chicago 
Q.uadrangle Club 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

JC:R 
Enclosure 



American Association 

for the Advancement of Science 

1515 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N. W. 

WASHINGTON 5, D. C. 

SCIENCE 
EDITORIAL OFFICES 

1 ovenber 9, 1950 

Dr . Leo Szilard 
The University of Cr1icago 
Institute of illdiobiology and iophysics 
Cuica 0 o 37 , Illinois 

Dear D~ . Szilard : 

I think you have not received a reply to your 
letter of October 16 in which you ask for 
the publ ication of tne article by you and 
Dr . i' ovick: on "Description or" tne Chemostat11 

barore tne publice:.tion of the article sent 
us at about the sane time on 11Virus Strains 
of Identical Phenotype but Different Genotype". 
This is just to let you know that we shall be 
glad to comply vd.th your wishes . 

G1TI' / ej 

C rely yours'on, ~ 

~s. Glady b . E:eener 
Sxecutive ~- ' tor 
SCIZ:trc:::: and THE SClEt/i'll''lC :uNTIILY 



Uhe 'Ulni"ersit~ of <thfcago 
CHICAGO 37 , I LLINO I S 

Institute ot 1RaOtobtologR ano l3topb}2stcs 

G2 00 Drc.: el 1. v::n· c 

:larch 20 , 1950 

Science J~ar,azine 
Circulation Department 
151~ ~assachusetts Avenue , .i. ~ . 
1 anhinJton r), D. C. 

Ge~tl~'-"-rr:en : 

Please s end me t hree copie:::: of tho February 

17, 1950 issue of Sci<ncc . 

I nclos ·~ 1 .00 to cover t e cost of these 

tr r ee copies and. rrwilin > expenses . 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

sds V 



~· ,. 

Howar d A. Mey er hoff 
Admini s tra tive Secre t ary 

October 14, 1950 

AmericBn As ocit:. tion f or t he Advanc elll ent of Scionce 
1515 M s sachusetts Avenue, N. W. 
W&shington 5, D.C. 

Dea.:x· Mr. Meyerhoff: 

I eu v.-ri tincs to you in r eply to your l etter !:iddr cs:sed 

to Dr. Novick of October 4, relatino to t he paper "Virus 

Strains which a r e of I dentical Phenoty l> e but Di ffer ent 

Genotype ," by A. Novick od Leo Szilard . 

Please disre15ar d the marki!l6 "roue;h dra~ t - not fo r 

release" ami consider t b.e dr af t as r eady f or r elease and 

public&tion in Science. 

Actin0 on t he kind suggestion contained in your l etter, 

we also wish to request tha L t he wor · s o'l';h ich are" be deleted 

fron the title. 

We would appreciate if proofs were sent to us at the 

above address , and we would like to have 500 reprints 

which should be billed to the I nstitute of hadi obiology and 

Biophy s i cs. 

Sincerely yours , 

~ 
YJV .Leo Szilard 



the NEWSWEEKLY 

for scient i sts 

PUBLIS HE D BY THE AMERI CA N A SSOC IATI ON FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

.~r-
1

" 
• 0 ~ ~ 

• 0 ~ 

- 0 

1515 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, No W o 

WA SH I N G T 0 N 5, D o Co • EXecutive 6 0 6 0 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

The 

the LITERARY magazine of science 

September JO, 1952 

I trust I am correct in my assumption thatit was you who 
telephoned me from Nevr York in connection with the paper by Benjamin 
Sieve on "Antifertility Factor." Although scientific caution seems 
to have got the better of the people who became familiar with his mrk, 
I do have tl~ee unqualified recommendatiomthat it be published, and 
we propose to do so in the October 10 issue of Science. I suppose there 
will be repercussions; l:ut so long as the vrork is thoroughly sound, and 
the author's reputation is equally good, I feel we would be remiss if we 
displayed a lack of courage to handle new material in this field. 

I am turning to you now on a less controversial manuscript, 
partly because the author makes reference to an article you published in 
Science in 1950. However, I . have every reason to believe that the paper 
lies within ~rour field of interest,hence I am turning to you to ask whether, 
in your opinion, it merits acceptance for publication in Science. 

HA.M/yk 
Encl: 

VTi th my thanks for your help, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

A::::-/:-M~ye~ 
Chainnan, Editorial Board 



Dr. IIov.-ard A. Eeyerhofi' 
Chair:na..."1, ;...Jitorial :SOard 
Sci2nce 
151~ :.1assachusetta Aven e , " • .. • 
""'as: L.L.?ton ~ ' D. c. 

,,ear Dr. l~eyerhoff , 

r!ovember 14 , 19r:;2 

1:.ncloseJ you t-rill find the •. per by Bro.min· anr Loc dn::;en 

which you sent me for renderin ,; an opinion 1:itl you::.- lGtter of Sept . 

30. I have 1iscussed this paper . · U: JJ:::-. lJovic ·. and we both feel 

that its :in1portance is not sufi'icient to merit publ i.cation in Science. 

The only novel featuro of tho paper is pu1:1p. '.',hcther this vunp 

con.sti tutes an improvement ove r present w.etLods described in the 

last volume of tne Cold Sprin~ ~rar·,;or SJ.'!:lp sia , I do not knmr. But 

however tha t may be., I would sugGest that if the authors actually 

use the met 1od they describe :i.n experi."':lents that ;yi eld publi hahl e 

r esults, then together ·tith such results they may publ ish a descripti on 

of their aPr~ratus . 

It mi ght be tr.at D!·. ::ov'ick an · I set our standards too 

hi gh i n t rying to det ermi ne \7 ·.at paper neri ts publicat i on in Scienc e 

nml perhaps for f airness to the authors you v.-ould do well to sen 

their p aper on to s om.eonc else for a second opi ni on. 

With best wishe~, 

Sincerely yours, 
.Lnclo5Ure 

Lc;o Szila rd 
I.S/llt 
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