
Spreckels Bros. Commercial Co. 
1Mf'O .. TIIIIS, SHII"PCIIIS AIIIQ GIN'lltAI. CONMISS!0'4 

W•U,EHOUII , WHA•r AND COAL '8UN.Itlll., ATII, AKT1c; AKD Q ar•IIT. 

SAN DIEGO, CAL. 

SrOII&41 'W""IHOUSI. •:t7 TO ••:a lrAST THIIIO GTIIIIT 

LOS ANGELES, CAl-

CU,yamaca water company, 
~~16 Eighth street, 
San Diego, California. 

C..entlemen:-

J . D. SPRI:CICILe. I"IU:SIPU<T 

C:HA • • T, HINDI, VIC:C•PIIIS . AND 'l'•cas , 
J, D, AL&XAND~R, MANAOI" 

-- ? IRNI.T IE, Wf111'1:, ••c:•&U•T 

San Diego, ~Cal. ,October 3, 1918. 
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ATTEl1TIOll l.!R. L. :S. 1.tATHE\1S. 

w~e desi-re to thank you for your order //1788 for 200 ba-rrele 

Riverside Portland Cement placed with 1UL thie afternoon. As eoon as 

v;e . are advised of car nw1ber will te~ephone same to you and vte VI ill 

orde1• car spotted at 9th. & U Sts. on the Santa Fe spur there. 

car Trill be billed direct to your company .kindly arrange for payment 

of !reight whe,n car arrives and ·we vtill deduct the amount of freight 

~rom your invoice. 

As mentioned to l!r. Uathews we are enclosing a pledge to cover 

this o-rder which kindly sign and retul'n. 

Yout>s very truly, 

mm ·co. r;:e-coial 
1., I 

- Sec. & Treae. 
I ' 

l1r • Ed Fletcher 
1548 D St:reet, 

"'ear Sa.n Diego, Calir 
~~ Sir: • 

Formcu 

SAN CIEco. CAl. .. 

SUIIJI:CT: 

In resnonse t . 

J \ \ une 12, l9 ~~ 
·' 

CENERAL OFFICES: 

UNION BUILDING 

5UNSi;T f'>HOI\I[', t.fArN 437 

you herewith Jtr: KelJe ~~ . yours of' the lOth inst. , 
enclosing one of _r s letter addressed t . ' I am returning 
ing our Jl.ountain ~~fe~~h~ets containing i~f~~t ~r:d am .also 

!:f you will r ya em. . . l.on concern-
bottom you will see . e~er to page 2 Of this . 
rainfall at both the al3 complete and oomprehenal~hlet • at the 
has been compiled b., arret~ Reservoir site andellrecord . o~ the 
from available reco~dour Chlef Engineer 1~r Jl 11 ·Oof:.hna, which 

"' . · s • ' "' ~. · • -.; aughnes sy 
~rustlng this inf . • orma t~on Wl. .. ll b e Of some use to Mr. Keller , 

Yours truly, 

Gen'l. Supt. 
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Murch T71cnty-1'!£th1 
1 8 2 9 

J. D. & A. D. Sp~~ckel:J Company, 
Snm Fl·unci cco, 
Cali£orniu. 

Attention 11r. F. Sullivan, Pres., 

Enclosed find 
Clayton. 

'OiJ t' or letter I have ..-rri ~ten to ~!r. 
# .. OJ 

Ple -- se let rJo !m'J:.Y "Nhen yo1.4 ro:pect to be -·· 
I ·Nant you tu t~..l:~ th: t li ttlc ride lrl t h oc enct lt ~so 
uant to tall: o·ro~· this mattel." :.-ith ycu 

EF:AK 

. .. 
·~ ... 

I 

.-

• 

. ... 

\ 



• 

.. 

Tel"pbont>. ::\lain 5 & 13 C ) April_ 19, 1929 
San Diego, a ., _ __!~=--=:..~::..:_:~---

~ ~prackels Cc~erc!al Comp~, 

Cuy m:u~a 
l"ine nms 
Solan Drnt:h 
Gro smont 

~~~u ~~e~o Californic. 
~ ...... - :., J -----------------------
TO ED FLETCHER COwiPA Y, 

REAL ESTATE INVESTl\IENTS 

920 EIGHTH STREET 

~ ··c · ~ in =-· aeccrin~ti c ...... ___ ,, u 
, . i . . - 1~~ ln'::-, 

1• -1 ~ • ~,.. ~h t• ,. #.. • := r~ ~ <tJ' t.l••.,. 

...:....''- .... ,.,.. '-' .-tJ v ... -·--

DR. 

AGENTS 
Globe Indcmnlt)' Co. 
Phoenix oC llnrtCord 

... ~"' r,.-,. .. -\.-·..,..,) 

Jpreckols Co~~rcial Co~p~ny, 
310 - _th ~treat~ 
San ~iego, On].i f'orn!n. 

Acton (Jion I:!r. Clnu :3 Spreckels 

Gentleoen: 

- . ! 
I 

Znclc sex; .find Lan::: .:,9a~o C.JvcrinP' 

appru:ci1.:1a lioly one nero '-: 1 md in Lot 43 or tho ~sec.l~ le 

l'r,~cc,, tlndu out alon~ -~r.. liJ~(;s ~f my ccnvGrs~ticn nnd 

undo:t:d LD.nding •ti. th ~r. Spreckels. I~ r;~ tis!--nct~cy 

p la'1.:3t: s:t~ ~..n 1 return £ • .:..! I ·,ill roim."ll ::t si-- ··eJ copy 
.ror :1~ur filos • 

• 

• 



tr:bis JJnlJenture, .,lf ade tlte ........ ..... l:;t ...................... day of ............ Max:ch ...•....•. , 19.29. 

roitnessetb: That ··························--·~--~-Q~ ... 1!~<t.../J..~!:.';I. ... M'f.£t:. .,Jt~rmJlr.l.aJ'.I..tY.Z(E, 
··· · ··· ·· ···--·---· --· · · · ·-· ···_· · ······ · -~ · ··n1·e ··o······· ······· ··· ··· · · ·· ·· ....... ··· · ·· ··· · c::a·i·:i.r om.1·a·· · · ···· · · ······ ·· · · · ··· ··· ··· ··s: ·· of. the CounhJ of ···················g;,·····················State of .......................................... lessor .... , 
do .. ..ftf!r.. hereby lea.lw, denlise a,ncllet nnto .......................................................................... . 
..•.....•.•••....... ....... . . . . . . . SPJ.\:;:;CZE.LS .. .C9.l4lY~l.1. , ... a .. .o.oxpcration ....................................... . 
of the countlJ of ...... ~.an..P.iaa.o ...................... State of .. : .. 9.~JJ.f.9.:tm~ft .................. lessee .... , 

ApprpXimately one (1) acre or land in the Northwest corner 
o£ Lot 45, Rosednle Tract, in the County of San Diego, State or 
California, lying between the county hiehway and the V/est 
line thereof. 

FOR THE PURPOSE of operating and maintaining e. ROCK CRUSHING PLANT. 

€o l})nue nnn to Ipoln £or the tenn of ..... ; .............. 1-:~.Y.E} •• Y.~~~---····································g··· 
to-1vit: fr07n the .......... ~)! ........................... d(ty of ......... ~~~-~.<?}!. ...•••..•....•.................• 19 .. ~----· 
to the ............ ~s.t. ................. day of ......... Mal:llh .....•.••.....•...•....•• , 19."!A ... , yielding and 
paying there for the rent of ............... Min~ •. H'WlQ..:r;~ .• -::..::-.. :: .. ::.:::.::-.. :: .. ::.::-.• :: •. ::.:::.::-.• :: .. :: ... . 
........•...... ::.::~.::-.. ==---~. ::~.::-.• :-= • ..no/).QQ •. ':':.::'. -~--==. ::: -:: .. :: .. --:-.. :: .. :: .. ":'" .. ::' .. ':: .. ':': .:: .. ::" .. :: .. ::. ::" .. :: .. :- Doll a7'S I 
la:1v{ul 1noney of the Uniterl Stntcs of .dntcrlc(t; a.ncl the saicl lessee ... ~ 7Jl'01nise . .s. 
to pay the said rent in such instalbncnts ancl as follozvs, to-·wit: 

Q15.00 per month, payable on the 1st d~ of each and ever,y month 

during the period or this lease •. 

Said LesSe$ are hereby granted the right to remove any building;Z;re lo fore o · 
erected by thea or put on the property by them at the expiration--IJ!!"e 9flf'~ 
of this lease. 

Se.id Ed Fletcher reserves the right to insta11 a pumping plant on 
this land above described and develop water. 
Said Spreckels Commercial Company hereb,r agrees to hold said Fletcher 
harmless from ~ and all accidents or suits for damages in relation 
thereto during the period or this lease. 

and to quit ctnd deliver ztp the premises to the lessor .... 01• •• .his ....... agent or attorney 
peaceably and quietly, at tlte end of the tenn7 in as good order and condition 
(reasonable use ct7ulul"ear thereof ctnd danzage by the elenzents excepted), as the 
sa1ne arc nouJ or 1nay be pztt into, and to pay tlle rent as aboue stated for snch 
further tinze as the lessee ... ~ .. nzay hold the san~e, and not to 1nalce or sttffer any 
zt·aste thereof, nor lease, nor ztnderlet, nor pennit any other pe1·son or pm•sons to 
occnpy or ilnprol/e the sante, or 1nal~e or sztffer to be nzade, any a,lteration therein 
bnt u·ith the approval of the lessor ...... thereto, in 7.()1iting, having been first ob-
tailted, and that the lessor ...... nzay enter to view and 1nalce in~proue1nents and to 
e~-cpel the lessee .. EJ ••• if ......... ~~---··· shall fail to pay tlze rent as aforesaid, or 1nalce 
or .r;nffcr any strip 01' Ivaste thereof. 
ann should defaztlt be 11lade in the payntent of any portion of. said rent, w'I::In 
due, and for ............ ±.~ .................................. days thereafter, tlte jsaullessor .... , ........ ~. 
agent or ctttorncy, n~ay re-enter and take possession, and at .... ~~---···· option, ter-
11linate this lease. 
Jfn Ulitne.ss Wbereof, the said parties ltave ltcreztnto set their hands and seals tlto 
day and year first above written. · 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •::;.:• -~· t:.s,avc.a.:.•-•..:..:.• • :.:,;• • •::.:.,:• •:..:.:• • ..,..., ·~:&.! .:..:0" • •:.:,o• ~~:-=-:--• • • • • • • • • • • • •· • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •,. • • •· • • .. • • • • • • 
LESSORS" 

................................ ~ P.IJ.?.Q -~k§. .. Q .o:~w. .A~ •.... -· ........................................... . 

October 161 1929. 

3prcckel~ Coomcr~icl Co~pcny, 
Sl0-4th Street,. . 
Sr. v. m ~ ~-·o G:. 1 ~ f'o,...,.., -t ... ~ -- _. .,. ' ··--- ~¥ ......_:.u• 

Gcntl· men: 

On Lpril 29th \Yc SCcm:t you a lea~c 
covcl•inr' .. ppro~dmntcly on~~ ~era in Lot 4£· o: tho 
Rosod~.l'~ 'L'!"nct, o:; per cou\·~s~~ion 11ith !!!'. Cl~us 
Sprockol l'! ~ i1e hnve not rcc~i ved the lua.:;~ :.:i&n~ · by 
,Tf',,,.. f"~ ..,._., U"'; ~1-,,...,.. 'hnvo "'e " .. CC"'i~OC! t:J..,'U' I,,..,.,+, 
--"....,. - · ---·''' ...., _ .,J._.~ • ........, A •• ~ "' -4tJ ..,...,.... __ • 
1nt..:l"o l~l no•·1 duo on this r ent, "120. 00, b o:!.n . a ::1onths 
r ent fl'o:n !inrch ls~, 1920 tn liovcmbel" 1 t "l-: . .'l ::J . OO 
')t~l~ r.10n·~h . . 

Please ocnd u s the si ~';llcd le :;e 
ond your· check i'or -.~120 . 00 1):r r ctur.a. nr-U, ::s loe 
Woulu lik ~ to '::"Gt Ch~ !JCl :,~er ~~"ni.::h;..ened Ul) • 

~- · .i...L u 

Yom's vsry t.ruJ.y, 

n.~ 
;:)J 
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C\.AI.It S .. lti:C:KilLS. PU8101N~ 

SPRECKELS COMMERCIAL CO. 
WHOLilSALC AND RKTAI1. DI:ALilltS IN 

BUILDING MATERIALS. FEED AND FUEL 

310 FOURTH STREET 

SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 

n,c Il'ib~r lD, 1929. 

J. £. 5TANLI:Y. VICI•I""UID&Nt a OIN"L Mo .. . 

Col. Ed Fl~tclor, 
920 i~hth Str~e~, 

c i -t v • .. 

!h!' :·t.:nE to a. for::-. or lo s~ dr~wn by your o!'fio~, 
'"(')~~:-i.ab .l p:i ~ce or ~rm; J!d or ppro:d.n;a.tely one n.ore in th$ 
.~r.Jn,~st corn~r or Lot 43 1 R~:ed 1~, we rererred this to 
cur a.tt. c. ·~ey so:r:e t:.me a.c;o, nd h~ a.dvined dr,•:winr;; il n~o.ir.., 

·.uith n. f~~ nir.\tr ol·, 1 f;~S~ S follows: 

That ~h~ leaseo e c !.~nr;~d to .. Spreckels Cotrap _W)y, 11 

Thn l~rs. :;"lt~ttohetr sir;n tho lt! ~e '"ith you a.a lessee. 
The insertion or tho words "heretofortt or hereafter," 

in t~ ol uae cor.cernin{; thG remov•.l of buildin&G• 

Tho ro-d1• · .. ;h le se is o.tt.11.ched in duplionte 1 ex~out"d 

o • 1: 'lh lf cf' Sp~'ecke ls COlhfJi.Ujt. 

TM Spreckels Co~rci,l CompP.ny h•R ir.oucd " oredit 
rr~::orandun. to Bd Fletcher CoTL'pany fer $150.00 1 •nd has oh r~ed 
4 1 e a.n:oun~ to Sp .. ock~ls Comp_.ny. Thiu is the ~qui'Yalent or. 
tsn rtcra~hr. r"'nt•l on this lea.s~, and we would r"qu~ llt th t you 

pply t,h~ ~~edit 11~ this me.nner 1 in ''hich eo.&e Spreckels CornpC4~' 
-,•111 c;t. rt, p :J'!I~t;t Of :-ent-1 Ol Janu~!~ lat, l£l30. 

Very truly yc~r~, 

SPR~CKELS 

"!i"HC" 
-· ..J 

• 

cpr~ckela Comp~, 
310 Eour"Lh Ct:J. .. ~et, 
S~. n r~c::o, C·Jlif'. 

Deo~be~ ~o, 1999. 

!nS\'U~riug your letter of 
18th, enclof·0r, fincl lc!.t.r:o .. on tho .ilo:-icclc lo 
lt.nd execu tou by L1r. ~d Wrt . ~"'letcher. 

n--.r 

.... ....., ., .... 
" -J 

a. I.,. .. ,~,. 
u ...U..J J 

• 



I 
• SPRECKELS COMPANIES 

.J . 0 . 6 4. e, S,.AICK&U S&CUIUTII. CO.-SAN 011:00 
HQT&L, DIL COAONADO 
CORONADO TI:NT CITT 

.J.D. • 4. a. S,.RilCK&LS 1NVI.TMINT CO.-SAN DltrGO 

GENERAL OFF&CE8 
UNION BUILDING 

VICE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE 

SAN 011100 &LICTRIC RAILWAY C0Jo4 .. ANY 
THI8AN 01&00 AND CORONADO riRNY COW,. ANY 

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 

Col. Ed Flc t cho 1", 
~d Flnt cher f: Co. 1pun,·, 
10~ _ - 9th Str0et, 
S~n Dl.·n~o C~ 1 ~f "r. ....... __ ..., , ...,. __ or_ ~.:.t e 

Da~t~ Col .Flc ~ccer: 

.:a;; 27 , 1020 

z_ orii !r:- • __ e :·evenues · ~ nd expe 1scs .. Ld s me ot.:cr det;a.iJ.s ;n 

c orue ct.:. c1 ~-; ··t:: t:e Un i n Bu··!.t1lnu in San Di~r o . 

T:_; s ·::e be lic .. ~e fur - i t:ho s ;: ou ~:lith the in-
~ . . . ! orua .~:.t .n ... :ou. u e~~re • 

-.,L- m •• ~ : J ~ 

:!!:nclosuro 

... If not , plcaso o.dvise ts and anv .. 

Yours trul:- , 

, 

I 

ill lvl'1 · DUl ' .D.t.·:G - SAl DI ··;Go 

All of Lotn r nnd L o.nd Ea.nt; 1/2 of Loi;!J A und B o':/ncd jn fcc 

','/o s l; 1/2 of Lot n A o.nd 13 - Lc:...!Jcd unc.lcr a. ,j roLU1d lco.~o 

50 :i ct'lr:J June 1 , 1910 to JW1e 1, 1960 

. :~600 per mont.1 

Lesaec pa.ys a.ll ta.;~cs and assessments 

Lcsso·r to po.y for bn; ldine at te~.:1.: .. r.e..J~ion of 
lea.se 

Averar;o revenues and expenses years 1926. 1927 and 1928 : 

Rentals ·~~114., 801 . ?5 

E:.r.:penses 
Gl"ound Rent 
lnsuro.nce 
'ra.xos 
Other 

~~~7 , 200 . GO 
1,871.74 

20 , 341 .13 
26 ,170 . 01 55 , 582 . 88 

Asses sod Valuo. tion for yc'1:."' 1928-1929 

La.nd 

I:nuro ·:t...ment s . 

Rate 

Tax 

Net 

.)1 G ! ~ 2 50 ~ 0 0 

80 ,600.00 --...-:.-----
Total ~84~ , 850 . 00 

6 . 88 



May T:IB1,cy-eiehth, 
1 D 2 9 

Sp~crikcl~ Commercial Comp~, 
S..1.:! Diego, 
CP-l:.fornic.. 

Dc[1~ Ur. Pee~:: : 

F or!il'\.lla H o. 1 

GOO 
"!'JO 
175 
ij25 
500 

p.lunda ·11.Jx.1o:ni:l Sul p.fw.tc 
poLllldtl til.'"ip].e phnspnu to 
p.:lunl:; K20 Patush 
noi.Ul..!n Cotton Seed neal .. 
poUllds finely erouna. ohoop no.nure . 

Fpr;ula no., 2 

The same as i'ormula. lio. l -:dth the 
exception that you substitute 425 pounds 
of cotton 'Jeed r1eal and rodJcc tho 
~onia sulpha ·tt:J to 500 pound:; , tho 
bnl nnco or the incredient s being the 
D=wa qusllti-ties. 

?rusting I oay hn·to an early reply .from you quoting me 
both cash p!'i.ca on or bo.f'oro ten da.yo from de~1.ver.r 
enO. the 1Je:1t :berms or whether pr not you tvould take 
trade acceptanoeo . 

Sincnrely yours 1 

SPRECKELS COMPANIES 
J . 0 . a A . D , 811'RC:CKELB SECURITIES CO.-SAN Dllr:OO 

HOTEL OEL C:OitONADO 
C:OitONADO TENT CITY 

J . D . a A , D , Sf'IUI:CICCLS INYESTioii.NT CO.-SAN DIEGO 

GENERAL OFFICE. 
UNION BUILDING 

VICE PAESI DENT'S OFFICE 

8AN DIEGO III..ECTRIC .. AILWAY C:OW~ANY 
THC GAN DIEGO AND COR,ONADO r'EIIUIY COMII'ANY 

MI.SION DII:ACH COr.lf'ANY 

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 

I..r . Ed F le tcher, 
c/o Ed Fletcher e: Co·:lpony , 
10~1 - 9th Street, 
tian Die c;o, Califor1 1.n. . 

Defl.r i. r . Fletcher: 

.. lily 28 , 1929 

I un s ~nning to you he ro·:1i th .. r!:i , Grc. cc s . 

Ham lton 1 s check for ~~1,375 . 00 pay:J.ble l.o yoUl .. Ol''de!." ar-d 

representing full po..rment of commis3 ion relatinp- ~o i..Le n~lo 

by ;: ·s . Ho.:~1i lton of a portion of Block 1, Coron:1cio , ~s cove1'led 

by their ae;rcement. 
•. 1 . . , 1 1 . ~ . •. . •. 
\ J.... :rou p ea.se J.nuJ.c a..;e 71 our rcce~ ~ v 

cbec lc by sicnin~ t he e':tt'u co""'"' of t hi s I otto!, ··lhich is enclosed 

so that J. cun send i t to j~r8 . rar1;.lton fol" her records. 

Very truly yours , 

GHACE 

RLR:VB 
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SPRECKELS COMPANIES 
IAN DllrCO I:LICTIUC IIAI'-WA"'' COMPAN'I' .1, D. a A.._ I,.IUCICII.• III:UJI:ITIIEI· CO.-IAN DIICO 

HOTI:L DIU. CORONADO 
CQIIONAOO TlrNT CITT 

OI!NER.\L OFFICES 
UNION BUILDING THK IAN DIIQO AND CORONADO ,.linn COMPAN'I' 

MilliON •trAC:H COMP'AN"'' 
.J, D, e A, •• IPIIIrCICl\.1 INVIriTMINT CO.-IAN OII:GD VICE·PRESJDENT'S OFFICE 

SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA November 19,1931. 

Col.onel Ed Fletcher, 
1020 Ninth Avenue, 
San Diego, California. 

Dear Sir:-

l.ir Clayton has asked me to reply to your letter of 

ilovember 13 addressed to him, which I am doing so far as I 

have the information. I attach a statement briefly covering 

the connection of Mr John D. Spreckei. s and !..!r Adolph B. Spreck .. 

els with the development of water in San Diego County. 

With regard to suit betv1een !Jr E. S .Babcock and the 

Spreckels Interests, inasmuch as the principals in this matter 

are no longer living and it is probably not possible to state 

all the details accurately, we feel it best to make no comment 
in this connection. 

We have no data ~Iatever in this office as to the 

original ovmerahip of the San Diego Union and Evening Tribune 

by the Spreckels Interests. No doubt Mr 1JacMullen would have 

this information and he would be the best authority on this 
subject. 

1Ir Clayton has no photographs of himself, nor have 

·we any photographs of Mr Spreckels. Possibly Mr MacMullen 

misht be able to help you in this. 

Yours truly, . 

RL..'tl: AA 

--

John D.Spreckels and Adolph il.Spreckels became identi-

fied with the creation of a new water supply to San Diego and 

vicinity in 1894. This was in connection with the ir associ;).tion 

with Mr E.S .Babcock who for some yeare previously hed been iden-

tified with the development of water rights and purchasing control 

of dam sites. 

Wo:r:k on the original Lower Otay Dam was commenced as 

early as 1887 at which time a masonry oase was built with the 

intention that it should form the f .oundation for a masonry dan. 

The cost of this structure alarmed the ovmers, and subsequently 

a rockfill dam was decided upon on which operations were commenced 

in October, 1894, about the period that the Spreckels Brothers 

became interested in the water situation. The Otay Dam was fin-

ished in August, 1897. Tl1is dam was carried away by a flood in 

January, 1916, which flood was due ~o R very ·heavy cloudburst. 

After some four years it was replaced by a conc1~ete gravity arch 

type built by the city of San Diego who O\med the dam at the time 

the disaster took place. 

In ·1900 and 1901 the first section of the ~ood stave 

pipe line from the LoVIer Otay reservoir was constructed as far 

as Bonita. at a point on the south side o,f the SweetY1uter Valley. 

A temporary connection was made from the end of this line to the 

. Sweetwater Water Company's main. From August 1, 1901, up to and 

including tl1e first few months of 1902, there wcire about 

330,000,000 gallons of water sold to the Sweetwater ·~ter Com any . 

· There had been a prolonged drought and it was feared that the 

citrus orchards would be ruined unless the necessary ~ater to 

keep them alive could be secured. As the only water available 
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\'las that in the Otay Reservoir, the Southern California Mountain Water 

Com!) any ,with money furnished by the Spreckels Brothers, built this 

J>ipe line to save the citrus fruit growers from whnc l::>oked like 

a ruinous loss. 

The construction of the balance of the present pipe line 

between Boni~a and the University Heights Reservoir was completed 

in August, 1906, and on the 13th day of August, 1906, the Southern 

California Uountain Water Company began delivering water to the 

city of San Diego under a ten year contract at the rate of ffour 

cents per thousand gallons. 

The .Dulzura Conduit, taking water from Pine Creek and 

the Cottonwood, was constructed in 1907 and 1908. It was put 

into operation in January, 1909. The water from this source was 

diverted into Lower Otay Reservoir and subsequently the conduit 

was used for bringing water from the Morena Reservoir to the City 

reservoir. 

was 

Construction on Morena Dam ztarted in July, 1896, and 

discontinu~d in April, 1898, until the early part of 1909, 

during. which year work was again inaugurated and the structure 

~aas completed in 1912. 

Several concerns were formed in the early days to con-

ser~"e water •. The Ut Tecate Water Company and other companies met 

with scant appreciation during thei:- formative struggles and 

eventually fell into financial stress. The properties of those 

early companies were taken over by the 3outhern California 

Mountain Water Company which acquired reservoir sites, riparian 

rights, etc., constructed dams, di.s·tributing reserv.pira, a filter 

plant, and pipe line·s, all to serve water to the city of San Diego. 

1 
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August 15, 1912, at an election bonds ~ere voted to 

take over part of the Sou t hern California Mountain Water Com-

pany' a system for ·$2,.500,000.00, and to take a ·ten years' op-

tion on the balance of the system for $1,500,000.00. The systerp 

was turned over to the city of San Diego January 31, 1931. 

On M·:t rch 12, 1914, Mr J.D.Spreckels addressed a letter to the ·city 

council asking the city to exercise its option as he needed funds 

for the San Diego & Arizona Railway. An election was held on J .. ay 5, 

1914, and bonds were voted to take over the balance of the system. 

The system was turned over to the city on August 1~, 1914·. 

For the $2,500,000.00 the city received the Barrett Dam 

site and the reservoir property, the Dulzura conduit, with intakes, 

the Upper and LeVIer Otay Dams and reservoirs, University Heights 

reservoir, Chollas Heights reservoir, nearly 5,000 acres of land, 

and all other rights and appurtenances necessary to the operation 

of the system. 

For the ~1 ,500,000.00 the city received the water rights to 

the Co,ttonwood Creek east cf Barre·tt Reservoir site, llorena Dam and 

Reservoir, more than 3,000 acrea of land and all other rights and 

appurtenances necessary t u this :part of the system. 

The Spreckels Bros. were vitally interested in the growth 

of the city of San Diego and their entering i n to the production 

of water was due to their very large holdings in the city of San 

Diego and Coronado. The cost of producing Water was greatly in 

excess of four cents per thousand gallons. 

In 1906 E .S.Babcock disposed of his half interest in the 

Southel"n California Mountain Water Company which interest was pur-

chased by the Spreckels Interests. 
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ut for the entrance of Lhe Spreckels Brothers in ~o the 

water s·tuation in 894 it is unlikely that any other interet woul 

have invested tlle large amo11n t. of mo 1ey necessary to furnish an 

ample supply of v1ater to the ci t.y of a 1 Diego \Vhich had an itnpor 

tant influence on the bui ding up of the population \Vhich in 1901 

as about 17,000 and at the last census had reached the r·gure of 

some 148,000. 
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