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WORKERS DEFENSE LEAGUE 
15 UNION SQUARE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10003 (212) 242-0700 

Jillle 26, 1981 

Dear Friend, 

We urge you to join us in signing the enclosed open letter 
to President Reagan on the subject of peonage of illldocumented aliens. 
As the letter elaborates, we have evidence of growing abuse of workers 
in an extensive l.llldergroillld economy ,based upon forced labor and debt 
slavery in direct violation of the United Sates Constitution and 
existing civil rights and labor law. 

We are sure that you share our concern both for the workers 
whose human rights are so trammeled, as well as for the threat that 
such employment practices pose to our civil rights and employment 
standards. 

The Workers Defense League is currently gathering information 
and documentation on both individual cases and the general patterns 
of peonage. The publication of this open letter will open a multi
staged educational campaign directed at federal law enforcement agencies, 
public officials, and the press, calling for the eradication of these 
abuses. 

Your signature will add that much more weight to our demand 
for protection of the rights of all workers. 

Please return the enclosed consent card to the Workers Defense 
League to have your name added to the list of co-signatories that 
will be sent to the White House and released to the press. To render 
the coordinating task manageable, however, we must insist that your 
card be postmarked by ~ 31, 1981 in order for your name to be 
included. --~v~st--

We hope you will join us in this call, 

Yours sincerely, 

J:(.~wL_ ~v)v·fl+ 
Msgr. George G. Higgins Sol C. Chaikin 

President 
International Ladies Garment 

Workers Union 

Former Secretary for Special Concerns 
United States Catholic Conference 
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WORKERS DEFENSE LEAGUE 
15 UNION SQUARE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10003 (212) 242-0700 

OPEN LETTER TO PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

Dear Mr. President: 

Americans have widely varying views on how to resolve the complex 
problems of undocumented aliens in the United States and, indeed, of 
our entire immigration program. But all Americans are united in our 
firm opposition to slavery and peonage. The~e are not only a direct 
violation of the United States Constitution; they are also abhorrent 
to our ideals of justice, decency and morality. 

Mr. President, you are in a unique position to wield enormous 
power to correct a blight on American Justice. We refer to the sla
very and peonage of thousands of undocumented alien workers throughout 
the nation. Last October, a series of articles in the New York Times 
revealed that "uncounted thousands of Spanish-speaking al1ens who flee 
to this country each year to escape the crushing poverty of their home
lands are being virtually enslaved, bought and sold on sophisticated 
underground labor exchanges. They are trucked around the country in 
consignments by self-described labor contractors who deliver them to 
fanners and grmvers for hundreds of dollars a head." 

Dozens of Immigration and Naturalization Service officials told 
the Times that the problem is not isolated but exists on a large and 
growing scale. Hugh Williams, recently chief of the Border Patrol in 
Del Rio, Texas, told of farmers in Arkansas who bought aliens from 
Durward Woosley for $400 each and withheld wages until the $400 was 
paid off. "Then," added Williams, "they would sell the alien to some
body else for $400. The alien never saw any cash. In effect, each 
farmer was getting free labor. There were cases where we found Mexi
cans who were at their third or fourth farm and hadn't made a penny 
the whole time they were in the U.S. -- peonage, that's really what 
it was." 

In November, 1978, Connie Ray Alford, a Truxno, Louisiana chicken 
farmer, pleaded guilty to chaining two of his workers in a chicken 
coop to keep them from running away. 

Though we have heard reports of such practices in the southwest, 
these abuses appear to be most severe in the citrus and winter vege
table belts of Florida, the potato fields of Idaho, and on the tobacco 
farms of Virginia and North Carolina, where, according to the Times, 
"fannworkers are at a premium, so much so that the coyotes (labor 
contractors) who smuggle them north and east can easily command fees 
of $500 a worker." The workers are often locked up at night to pre
vent their running away when they learn that they will receive no 
pay until the fee is repaid. When direct confinement is not used, .XI! 
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other subtle, and not so subtle, means of coercion are, such as threats of 
e:Xposure and deportation. .More often than not, though, the threat of violence, 
either against the workers themselves, or against their families back home, . 
plays a major role in preventing them from seeking help. 

Needless to say, minimum wages, hours limitations, child labor protection, 
hygiene, health and safety, insurance and tax payment are hardly respected 
under such conditions. 

Such peonage and slavery is illegal, but ignorant and intimidated aliens 
neither know the law in the United States nor have access to legal protection. 

The existence of such cruel and illegal exploitation in a modern society 
is not a novel development. Back in 1948, the Workers Defense League testified 
before the Commission of Inquiry into Forced Labor on slavery, peonage, and 
forced labor throughout the world. Witnesses reported on their experiences 
in government-operated forced-labor camps in the Soviet Union and other Com
munist countries, as well as on forced labor in South Africa. 

Witnesses also testified that the United States tolerated forced labor 
in defiance of the Constitution. In 1950, testifying before the United Nations 
Committee on Slavery, Rowland Watts of the Workers Defense League declared that 
peonage, or debt slavery, then operated commonly among black sharecroppers in 
the deep south. As but one example, he cited the case of Bill Edison, a black 
man repeatedly beaten and forced to work for long hours on a Mississipi plant~
tion, who was never paid the five dollars a week he was supposed to receive. 

But even such cases where individual workers have received outside help, 
the federal government has failed to take effective action. Watts rescued 
Edison and brought him to Washington, D.C., to the Federal Bureau of Investi
gation. Despite initial promises of immediate legal action, the Bureau later 
reversed itself, maintaining that it did not have enough evidence to secure a 
conviction against Edison's enslaver and attacker. 

Back then, the same pattern also appled to Mexican "wetbacks", illegal 
migrants at the mercy of farm employers. John P. Swanson of the Immigration 
Service reported that "peonage conditions under which 'wetbacks' frequently 
live, eat,and sleep can only be described as horrible." 

Even today we are receiving evidence that that forms of bonded labor, 
coercion, and similar work-related violations of civil rights are practiced 
amongst domestic workers and in light industry, where exploitative employers 
prey on the vulnerability of undocumented aliens of many nationalities. 

Anti-slavery and anti-peonage laws have not been adequately enforced. 
In the early fifties, the Workers Defense League found that the Justice Depart
ment's Civil Rights Division was grossly understaffed and lacked powers of 
investigation. Today similar problems persist . . As both the Justice Department 
and Immigration Service staff concede, insufficient manpower and effort are 
being assigned to the job. 

We therefore ask you, Mr. President, for a clear policy commitment to the 
eradication of peonage and forced labor in this country. We recognize the 
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difficulty of proving cases of peonage and slavery, but that is all the more 
reason for an affirmative posture from the Department of Justice. 

Specifically we offer the following recomendations: 

- That you direct the Federal Bureau of Investigation to launch a broad 
investigation into the practices of peonage, to systematically document 
the patterns of abuse and bring to prosecution offending employers and 
labor contractors. 

- That you alert all relevant federal agencies, and instruct these to co
operate with appropriate state and local authorities to maximize awareness 
of these civil rights violations and most effectively coordinate referrals, 
documentation and legal action. 

- That you extend to victims of such exploitation sufficient immunity from 
deportation and offer any other inducements necessary to encourage them 
to come forward and secure their uninhibited testimony iagainst their 
alleged enslavers. 

- And finally, that you secure for the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
enough responsible staff to bring an end to the latter-day slave trade 
practiced by illegal labor contractors. 

The philosopher, George Santayana, said: "Those who cannot remember the 
past are condemned to repeat it." You, Mr. President, can prove that we have 
learned from the past. 

Sincerely yours, 

(The names of all co-signatories will follow) 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 

CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc 
FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 

JULY 31, 1981 

HERMAN BACA AND SEVERAL ME~ffiERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS (CCR), 
A SAN DIEGO-BASED HUMAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZATION, ARRIVED TODAY IN 
WASHINGTON D.C. TO CONTINUE THEIR CHICANO NATIONAL IMMIGRATION OFFENSIVE 
AGAINST PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN'S BRACERO PROGRAM AND LAlv-ENFORCEMENT 
APPROACH IMMIGRATION PLAN. 

RESPONDING TO PRESIDENT REAGAN'S RECENTLY RELEASED IMMIGRATION PROGRAM 
BACA DENOUNCED REAGAN'S AMNESTY AS MERE RHETORIC. "WHAT AMNESTY?" BACA 
ASKED. "RIGH'r Nmv THE IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE (I.N.S.) 
HAS HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF CASES OF INDIVIDUALS WITH THE PROPER DOCU
MENTATION WHO HAVE WAITED YEARS TO Illi1IGRATE. MEXICANS WHO APPLIED IN 
JANUARY 1972 ARE BARELY BEING PROCESSED NOW IN 1981. HOW IS THIS IN
COMPETENT AND RACIST AGENCY GOING TO BE ABLE TO PROCESS THREE MILLION 
AMNESTY CASES WHEN THEIR RED TAPE HAS THEM 10 YEARS BEHIND SCHEDULE? IT 
WILL BE THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY BEFORE SO-CALLED 'ELIGIBLE' MEXICANS 
WILL RECEIVE AMNESTY", HE CHARGED. 

THE LACK OF SINCERITY OF THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION IS REVEALED WHEN WE 
SEE PROPOSALS FOR MORE MONEY FOR BORDER PATROL AGENTS TO FORCE UNDOCU
MENTED WORKERS BACK TO MEXICO BUT NO PROPOSALS FOR FUNDS TO RELIEVE THE 
I.N.S. BUREAUCRATIC RED TAPE NIGHTMARE. BUT AN EVEN GREATER EXAMPLE OF 
REAGAN"S INSINCERITY, CALLOUSNESS AND HYPOCRISY IS HIS PROPOSED BRACERO 
PROG~1. WHILE TRYING TO CONVINCE THE PUBLIC THAT HIS IS A HUMANE ATTI
TUDE IN RESOLVING THE IMMIGRATION ISSUE HE IS TRYING TO REINTRODUCE A 
FOREIGN WORKER TYPE PROG~1 LABELED "LEGAL I ZED SLAVERY" BY THE FORMER 
DIRECTOR OF THE BRACERO PROGRAM. 

THE CCR ON BEHALF OF 200 ORGANIZATIONS THAT ATTENDED THEIR CHICANO 
NATIONAL IMMIGRATION CONFERENCE OF MAY 1980, AND THEIR CHICANO NATIONAL 
IMMIGRATION TRIBUNAL OF APRIL 1981, RECENTLY SENT A TELEGRAM TO BOTH 
PRESIDENT REAGAN AND MEXICAN PRESIDENT JOSE LOPEZ PORTILLO TO "REFUTE 
ANY TYPE OF 'BRACERO' FOREIGN IHPORTATION PROGRAM OR LAW ENFORCEMENT AS 
SOLUTIONS TO THE IlliUGRATION PROBLEH". BACA STATED "THAT ANY TYPE OF 
FOREIGN LABOR IHPORTATION PROGRAM CAN ONLY LEAD TO A SLAVE TYPE SYSTEH 
FOR THE IHPORTED HEXICAN WORKER AND AN APARTHEID SYSTEH FOR THE 20 MILLION 
CHICANO/LATINOS IN THE U.S." 

BACA WHO EMPHASIZED PAST POSITIONS BY OVER 200 CHICANO/MEXICANO ORGANI
ZATIONS OVER A 10 YEAR PERIOD STATED THAT "ANY TYPE OF BRACERO LABOR 
IMPORTATION PROGRAM OR LAW ENFORECEMENT APPROACH TO RESOLVE THE IMMI
GRATION ISSUE WILL BE OPPOSED TOOTH AND NAIL BY THE CHICANO COMMUNITY". 
"PRESIDENT REAGAN IS LOOKING FOR A SIMPLE SOLUTION TO A VERY COMPLEX 
PROBLEM", STATED BACA, "AND HE IS USING THE SAME OLD LAW ENFORCEMENT, 
GUNS AND BARBED-WIRE SOLUTIONS THAT WERE PROPOSED IN THE CARTER IMMI
GRATION PLAN OF AUGUST 1977 AND LATER REJECTED BY THE U.S. CONGRESS AND 
THE AMERICAN PUBLIC. 

"WE CALL ON THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO TURN AWAY FROM THE PROVEN 'BANKRUPT' 
FAILURES OF THE PAST AND INSTEAD SEEK SOLUTIONS TO THE IMMIGRATION PROB
LEM ON THE PRINCIPLES OF PROTECTING THE DIGNITY, INTEREST AND THE HUMAN, 
CIVIL AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS NOT ONLY OF THE UNDOCUMENTED MEXICAN 
WORKERS BUT ALSO OF THE 20 MILLION CHICANO/LATINOS. 

T:i.t: FACT THAT THE PRESENT AND PAST ADMINISTRATION, ESPECIALLY THE 
SELECT C0~1MISSION ON IMMIGRATION, HAS NEVER ADDRESSED THE CAUSES OF 
IMMIGRATION AND HAVE CONTINUED TO DISREGARD THE MASSIVE PUBLIC TEST
IMONY WHICH WAS PRESENTED IN OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSED RECOMMENDA
TIONS PROVES THAT THE REAGAN PROPOSALS WILL PLAY NO POSITIVE ROLE IN 
SOLVING THE IMMIGRATION ISSUE. "IN FACT WHAT THE PROPOSAL \VILL DO IS 
AGGRAVATE THE VIOLENCE ALONG THE U.S./MEXICO BORDER, AND THE MASSIVE 
VIOLATIONS OF CIVIL AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS IN CHICANO/LATINO COM
MUNITIES! 





WASHINGTON, D.C. 

CCR 
Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc 

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 

JULY 31, 1981 

HERMAN BACA AND SEVERAL ME~ffiERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHICANO RIGHTS (CCR), 
A SAN DIEGO-BASED HUMAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZATION, ARRIVED TODAY IN 
WASHINGTON D.C. TO CONTINUE THEIR CHICANO NATIONAL IMMIGRATION OFFENSIVE 
AGAINST PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN'S BRACERO PROGRAM AND LAVV'-ENFORCEMENT 
APPROACH IMMIGRATION PLAN. 

RESPONDING TO PRESIDENT REAGAN'S RECENTLY RELEASED H1MIGRATION PROGRAM 
BACA DENOUNCED REAGAN'S AMNESTY AS MERE RHETORIC. "vvHAT AMNESTY?" BACA 
ASKED. "RIGHT NOW THE IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE (I.N.S.) 
HAS HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF CASES OF INDIVIDUALS WITH THE PROPER DOCU
MENTATION WHO HAVE WAITED YEARS TO IM!UGRATE. MEXICANS WHO APPLIED IN 
JANUARY 1972 ARE BARELY BEING PROCESSED NOW IN 1981. HOW IS THIS IN
COMPETENT AND RACIST AGENCY GOING TO BE ABLE TO PROCESS THREE MILLION 
AMNESTY CASES WHEN THEIR RED TAPE HAS THEM 10 YEARS BEHIND SCHEDULE? IT 
l'liLL BE THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY BEFORE SO-CALLED 'ELIGIBLE' MEXICANS 
WILL RECEIVE AMNESTY", HE CHARGED. 

THE LACK OF SINCERITY OF THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION IS REVEALED WHEN WE 
SEE PROPOSALS FOR MORE MONEY FOR BORDER PATROL AGENTS TO FORCE UNDOCU
MENTED WORKERS BACK TO MEXICO BUT NO PROPOSALS FOR FUNDS TO RELIEVE THE 
I.N.S. BUREAUCRATIC RED TAPE NIGHTMARE. BUT AN EVEN GREATER EXAMPLE OF 
REAGAN"S INSINCERITY, CALLOUSNESS AND HYPOCRISY IS HIS PROPOSED BRACERO 
PROGRAM. WHILE TRYING TO CONVINCE THE PUBLIC THAT HIS IS A HUMANE ATTI
TUDE IN RESOLVING THE IMMIGRATION ISSUE HE IS TRYING TO REINTRODUCE A 
FOREIGN WORKER TYPE PROGRAH LABELED "LEGALIZED SLAVERY" BY THE FORMER 
DIRECTOR OF THE BRACERO PROGRAM. 

THE CCR ON BEHALF OF 200 ORGANIZATIONS THAT ATTENDED THEIR CHICANO 
NATIONAL IMMIGRATION CONFERENCE OF MAY 1980, AND THEIR CHICANO NATIONAL 
IMHIGRATION TRIBUNAL OF APRIL 1981, RECENTLY SENT A TELEGRAM TO BOTH 
PRESIDENT REAGAN AND MEXICAN PRESIDENT JOSE LOPEZ PORTILLO TO "REFUTE 
ANY TYPE OF 'BRACERO' FOREIGN H1PORTATION PROGRAM OR LAW ENFORCEMENT AS 
SOLUTIONS TO THE IM!UGRATION PROBLEM". BACA STATED "THAT ANY TYPE OF 
FOREIGN LABOR IMPORTATION PROGRAM CAN ONLY LEAD TO A SLAVE TYPE SYSTEM 
FOR THE IMPORTED MEXICAN WORKER AND AN APARTHEID SYSTEM FOR THE 20 MILLION 
CHICANO/LATINOS IN THE U.S." 

BACA WHO EMPHASIZED PAST POSITIONS BY OVER 200 CHICANO/~lliXICANO ORGANI
ZATIONS OVER A 10 YEAR PERIOD STATED THAT "ANY TYPE OF BRACERO LABOR 
IMPORTATION PROGRAM OR LAW ENFORECEr1ENT APPROACH TO RESOLVE THE IMMI
GRATION ISSUE WILL BE OPPOSED TOOTH AND NAIL BY THE CHICANO COMMUNITY". 
"PRESIDENT REAGAN IS LOOKING FOR A SIMPLE SOLUTION TO A VERY COMPLEX 
PROBLEM", STATED BACA, "AND HE IS USING THE SAME OLD LAW ENFORCEMENT, 
GUNS AND BARBED-WIRE SOLUTIONS THAT HERE PROPOSED IN THE CARTER IMMI
GRATION PLAN OF AUGUST 1977 AND LATER REJECTED BY THE U.S. CONGRESS AND 
THE AMERICAN PUBLIC. 

"WE CALL ON THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO TURN AWAY FROM THE PROVEN 'BANKRUPT' 
FAILURES OF THE PAST AND INSTEAD SEEK SOLUTIONS TO THE IMMIGRATION PROB
LEM ON THE PRINCIPLES OF PROTECTING THE DIGNITY, INTEREST AND THE HUMAN, 
CIVIL AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS NOT ONLY OF THE UNDOCUMENTED MEXICAN 
WORKERS BUT ALSO OF THE 20 MILLION CHICANO/LATINOS. 

T~iB FACT THAT THE PRESENT AND PAST ADMINISTRATION, ESPECIALLY THE 
SELECT C0~1MISSION ON IMMIGRATION, HAS NEVER ADDRESSED THE CAUSES OF 
IMMIGRATION AND HAVE CONTINUED TO DISREGARD THE MASSIVE PUBLIC TEST
IMONY l.VHICH WAS PRESENTED IN OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSED RECm1MENDA
TIONS PROVES THAT THE REAGAN PROPOSALS WILL PLAY NO POSITIVE ROLE IN 
SOLVING THE IMMIGRATION ISSUE. "IN FACT WHAT THE PROPOSAL \VILL DO IS 
AGGRAVATE THE VIOLENCE ALONG THE U.S./MEXICO BORDER, AND THE MASSIVE 
VIOLATIONS OF CIVIL AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS IN CHICANO/LATINO COM
MUNITIES! 
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TIME 

9:00-11:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. to 
12:15 .. 'P.m. 

12:15-1:15 p.m. 

NATIONAL IMMIGRATION .AND REFUGEE CONSULTATION' 

E'iJENT 

REGISTRATION 

AUGUST 3-5, 1981 

TRINITY COLLEGE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

AUGUST 3, 1981 

-

MAIN AUDITORIUM 

U.s. imnigration policy as a function of U.s. foreign 
and economic policies 

Presenters: Hilburn Watson, 
Professor of Political Science 
Howard University 

Henry Foner, President Joint Board Fur , Leather and 
Machine Workers (AFL-CIO) 

Presentations will focus on how U.S. ircmigration/ 
refugee policies are influenced by and fonned on the 
basis of U.S. foreign policies and domestic economic 
policies; overview of the historical links between 
U.s. foreign and econcmic policies and imnigration/ 
refugee policies; what the current administration's 
foreign and economic policies mean in terms of 
immigration policies. 

LUNCH 

U.S. treatrcent of Salvadorean refugees and Manzo's 
recent victories in gaining the release of hundreds 
of Salvadorean refugees from INS detention camps. 

PRESENTOR: Margo Cowan 
Manzo Area Council 
Tuscon, Arizona 

ALUMNAE HALL 
CAFETERIA 

I 

I 

I 
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Schedule Continued 
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1:15-2:30 

2:30. - 3~45 

3:45-4:00 

AUGUST 3, CONI'INUED 

Emigration to the u.s. fran the viewpoint of major 
sending countries 

PRESENTORS : AnseJ..Ire Rert¥ 
Centre Hai tien d' Info:rmation, 
de I:X:>cumentation et d 'Action 
Sociale 

Juan Mendez 
Alien Rights Law Project 
Lawyers Cormri. ttee for 
Civil Rights Under Law; 
National Forum on Irrmigration and 
Refugee Policy. 

Dr. Jorge Bustarrente 
Colegio de ~oo 
M2xioo City, M2xico 

Presentations will focus on the viewpoint of major sending 
countries- - ~oo, caribbean, Central and South Arrerica -
regarding .migration into the u.s.; perceived causes for 
migration; impact of out migration on econanic, social and 
poli.tical matters in the sending countries. 

International Law and the rights of .i.rrrnigrants, migrant 
'WOrkers and refugees in the U.S. 

PRESEN'ro.RS: Michael Posner and 
David Kramer 
The Lawyers Cormri. ttee for 
International Human Rights 

Steve Schneebaum, 
Private Attorney 
Washington, D.C. 

Presentations will focus on the international treaties 
and instrutrents whi.ch grant rights to documented and 
undocurrented migrants entering the United States; can 
international laws be used to protect the rights of 
migrant 'WOrkers in the United States. 

COFFEE BREAK 

Main Audi tori urn 

I 

Main Audi tori urn 

OUI'SIDE OF 
MAIN AIJDI'roRIUM 
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4:00 - 5;15 

5:15 - 6:30 

6:45 - 7:45 

AUGUST 3·, OJNTINUED 

Administration proposals for an emplouer sanctions 
Law and Congressional interest in a national ~rk 
ID card; the use of INS against labor orgaj_nizing 
activities. 

PRESEN'IDRS: Ami t Pandya 
NCIR 
Washington, D. c. Counsel 

and Jose Bracanonte, University of Michigan 
Law Sch:x:>l, Ann Arl:x:>r, Michigan 

Presentations will focus on the historical use of INS 

MAIN AIJDI'IDRIUM 

in disrupti..ilg labor organizing activities; labor strategies 
for organizing in the face of the errployer • s use of INS as a 
tool to disrupt such activities; proposals for an employer 
sanctions law and national ~rk ID card and what these mean 
for minority camnmi ties and workers in general. 

Administration proposals for a temporary ~rker program 

PRESEN'IDRS: !Xmingo Gonzalez 
Arrerican Friends Service Ccmni ttee 

Michael Semler 
Migrant Legal Action Program 
Washington D.C. 

Alfredo di Avila, 
Texas Fa.rnworkers 

Presentations will focus on U.S. prior experiences 
with Bracero program; what -we can expect with a 
nEM temporary ~rker program; the .impact on organizing 
efforts of a i:.eirp)rary worker program. 

DINNER 

PRESENIDRS: Hennan Baca 
Ccmni ttee for Chicano Rights 
San Diego, california 

Alberto Luera 
Asocion Por Servicios Sociales 
Laredo, Texas 

Presentations on INS and Border Patrol activities in 
the :border areas. 

MAIN AIJDI'IDRIUM 
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8:00-9:00 a.m. 

9:00-10:15 a.m. 

10:15-11:30 a.m. 

11:30-11:40 

11:40 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 

AUGUST 4 

BREAKFAST 

U.S. immigration quotas and their impact on illegal 
migration; legalization for undocumented workers. 

PRESENTORS: Ruben Bonilla, LULAC 

Charles Keely 
Center for Policy Studies 
New York, New York 

Presentations will focus on the manner in which U.S. 
quotas impact on the undocumented issue; current 
proposals for immigration quotas; the historical use 
of quotas to control immigration; proposed legaliza
tion program; impact of the administration's proposed 
tegalization program. 

U.S. asylum : &. Refugee :pJlicies 

PRESENTORS: Reverend Jean Just 
Haitian Refugee Center, Inc. 
Miami, Florida 

Hurst Hannum 
International Human Rights Law Group 
Washington, D. C. ; Anmesty International 

Father Cuchulain Moriarty 
S.alvador Interfaith Task Force 
San Francisco, California 

Presentations will focus on U.S. Policy toward persons 
seeking asylum, particularly from Haiti, Salvador and 
other Central and South American countries; INS treatment 
of these refugees; strategies for protecting the rights 
of asylum seekers disfavored by U.S. policies. 

COFFEE BREAK 

Civil rights of migrant workers in the U.S. 

PRESENTOR: Isaias Torres 
La Raza Legal Alliance 

ALUMNAE HALL 

MAIN AUDITORIUM 

MAIN AUDITORIUM 

OUTSIDE OF 
MAIN AUDITORIUM 

MAIN AUDITORIUM 

Presentation will focus on the civil rights protections that 
migrant workers in the U.S. do and do not have; Constitutional 
protections for undocumented workers; eligibility migrant 
workers for public benefits. 
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12:30-1:30 p.m. 

1:30-3:00 p.m. 

3:00-3:15 p.m. 

3:15-5:15 p.m. 

5:30-6:30 

AUGUST 4 - Continued 

LUNCH 

PRESENTOR: Rose Ochi · 
Former Commissioner on the Select 
Commission on Immigration and Refugee 
Policy 

Persentation will focus on (1) the process and product 

ALUMNAE HALL 
CAFETERIA 

of the Select Commission, and (2) the impact of immigration 
policies on Asian migrants. 

Strategies for meeting the new administration's plans; 
suggestions on coalitions which must be built and 
ideas on work plans 

PRESENTOR: Vilma Martinez 
MALDEF 
Susan Herrera, 
Staff Diractor; COngressional 
Hispanic cancus 

Presentation will focus on proposed strategies for 
responding to the administration's immigration pro
posals; what kinds of coalitions must be developed; 
how can organizations make their views known to 
Congress and the administration. 

COFFEE BREAK 

TASK FORCE MEETINGS 

Asylum and Refugee Policy Task Force 
Co-Chaired by Reverend Jean Juste and 

Peter Schey 

INS Enforcement Task Force 
Co- Chaired by Timothy Barker and 

Labor and INS Task Force 
Co-Chaired by Lupe Sanchez, Arizona Farm Workers Union 
and Amit Padya, NCIR, Washington, D.C. Counsel 

Immigrants and Social Services Task Force 
Co-Chaired by Margo Cowan, Manzo Area Council 
Tuscon, Arizona and C. ,Holguin 

DINNER 

PRESENTOR: TO BE ANNOUNCED 
Sr. Juan Barona, 

MAIN AUDITORIUM 

OUTSIDE OF 
MAIN AUDITORIUM 

ROOM 240 

ROOM 218/222 

FACULTY DINING 
ROOM 

MUSIC HALL 

ALUMNAE HALL 
CAFETERIA 

Presentation: Organizing the Unorgan-ized 
________________________________________ Mexi_ 'can Government's perspechve on U.S. immigration 
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8:00-9:00 

9:00-11:00 a.m. 

11:00-11:15 

11:15-12:15 

12:15-1:15 

AUGUST 5, 

BREAKFAST 

Continuation of Task Force meetings; development 
of work plans and positions 

TASK FORCE MEETINGS - CONTINUED 

Asylum and Refugee Policy Task Force 

INS Enforcement Task Force 

Labor and INS Task Force 

Immigrants and Social Services Task Force 

COFFEE BREAK 

Task Force Reports to Plenary Session 

LUNCH 

PRESENTORS: Jose Medina 

Antonio Orendine 
TPY~~ F~rm Workers Union 

Presentation on strategies for local self defense 
efforts contemplating declining legal services 
representation. 

1:15-2:15 Task Force Reports to Plenary Session (continued) 

2: 15...:.3: 30 p.m. Discussion on role of Legal Services programs in light 
of Task Force work plans and anticipated decrease in 
availability of free legal services through LSC; how 
local networks can be developed and information 
disseminated. 

MODERATOR: TO BE ANNOUNCED 

ALUMNAE HALL 

ROOM 240 

ROOM 218/220 

FACULTY DINI~G 
Room 

MUSIC HALL 

OUTSIDE OF 
MAIN AUDITORIUM 

MAIN AUDITORIUM 

ALUMNAE HALL 

MAIN AIJDITORIUM 

MAIN AUDITORIUM 
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PARTICIPANTS LIST 

Irene L. Adame 
Dept. of Political & Human Rights 
100 Maryland Avenue, N. E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

Amy Anawati 
In t ' 1 Human Rights Law Group 
1700 K Street, N.W. 
Suite 801 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Deborak Anker 
International Institute 
Boston, Massachusetts 02115 

Carlos Arango 
c/o Tomas Santana 
Casa Hermandad Central de 

Trabaj asones 
2337 W 24th Place 
Chicago, Illinois 60608 

Tel:ly Armij o 
Socio-Statewide Chicano 

Organization of Utah 
3060 Lester 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84119 

Kevin M. Aslanian 
Welfare Recipients League, Inc. 
1505 Santa Clara Street 
San Jose, California 95116 

David Avalos 
Committee on Chicano Rights 
1837 Highland Avenue 
National City, California 92050 

• 
Raul Ayala 
O.L.A. RAZA, Inc. 
115 West Main Street, #C 
Visalia, California 93291 

Ellen Barry 
Legal Services for Prisoners with 

Childrerl 
693 Mission Street, 7th Floor 
San Francisco, California 94105 

Margarita B. Bernal 
Southern Arizona Legal Aid, Inc. 
155 East Alameda 
Tucson, Arizona 85701 

Elizabeth Zepeda Blubaugh 
NALEO 
P.O. Box 24266 
Washington, D.C. 20024 

Juan Jose Bocanegra 
2524 - 16th Avenue 
South Seattle, Washington 98144 

Phillip L. Boneta 
Brooklyn Legal Services Corp. 
260 Broadway 
Brooklyn, New York 11211 

Paul Bovarnick 
Montana Legal Services Association 
2718 Montana Avenue 
Billings, Montana 59101 

Francisco Briones 
Church and Society Department 
P.O. Box 547 
Alamo, Texas 78516 

Roy s. Bryce 
Research Institute on Immigration 

& Ethnic Studies 
955 L'Enfant Plaza - Rm 2300 
Washington, D.C. 20024 



1.9 

Patricia L. Campbell 
Utah Legal Services 
352 South Denver Street 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 

Eduardo Canales 
5115 Harrisburg Blvd. 
Houston, Texas 

David Carliner 
1511 K Street, N.W. 
Suite 931 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Timothy Castro 
Georgia Legal Services/Migrant Div. 
150 S~ Ridge Avenue 
Tifton, Georgia 31794 

Patrick Emmett Clarke 
West Texas Legal Services 
Lawyers Building 
100 Main Street 
Fort Worth, Texas 79102 

Roberto A. Cornelio 
Midwest Coalition in Defense of 

Immigrants 
c/o Mujeres Latinas en Accion 
1823 W. 17th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60608 

Meg Crabtree 
Human Rights Internet 
1502 Ogden Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20010 

Alfredo De Avila 
Texas Legal Services Center 
500 w. 13th 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Louis De Larde 
U.S. Catholic Conference 
700 South Santa Fe St. 
El Paso, Texas 79901 

Rev. Elli Elliott 
Interfaith Coalition for Justice 
to Immigrants/Chicago Area • 
22 East Van Buren - Room 300 
Chicago, Illinois 60605 

MS. Rosemary J. Esparza 
Legal Aid Society of San Diego, 

Inc. 
429 Third Avenue 
Chula Vista, California 92010 

Ciprano Ferrel 
Williamette Valley Immigration 

Project 
356 Young Street 
Woodham, Oregon 97071 

Charlotte Fishman 
Golden Gate University 

Immigration Law Clinic 
609 Mission St:reet, 4th Floor 
San Francisco, California 

Hugo Fleischman 
Ayuda, Inc. 
1736 Columbia Road, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

Judith Fournelle 
Legal Aid Bureau 
341 N. Calvert 
Baltimore, Mary land 212 02 

Margaret Fung 
Asian American Legal Defense 

& Education Fund 
350 Broadway, Suite 308 
New York, New York 10013 

Lillian Galedo 
Fillpino Immigrant Services 
164 - 11th Street 
Oakland, California 94607 

Kenlynn K. Gallegos 
Church World Service 
5250 Santa Monica Blvd., 
Los Angeles, California 

Mark Galvin 

11311 
90029 

Rhode Island Legal Services 
77 Dorrance Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903 

Alberto Garcia 
United California Mexican 

American Assn. 
318 E. San Ysidro Blvd. 
San Ysidro, California 92073 
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Rights Organization 
2 942 - 23rd Avenue · 
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Legal Services 
P.O. Box 3304 
529 So. 5th Street 
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Grey on Legal Services 
Farmworker Office, Rm 5 
107 S.E. - 2nd Avenue 
Dalland, OR 

Ira Golobin 
277 Broadway Suite 1200 
New York, New York 10007 

Domingo Gonzalez 
lSOl .Cherry Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

Jose A. Gonzales 
Legal Services Program for 

Pasadena 
3513 Johnson Avenue 
El Monte, California 91731 

Linda Gorey 
Clinica Adelante 
P.O. Box 760 
El Mirage, Arizona 85335 

Lois Greenburg 
Church World Service 
Immigration $ Refugee Program 
5250 Santa Monica Blvd. - Suite 311 
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Juan Gutuirrez 
International Brotherhood of 

General Workers 
Los Angeles, California 

Ventura Gutierrez 
El Progresso Del Desierto 
51-800 Harrison Avenue 
Coachella, California 92236 

J. Patrick Hamilton 
Buddhist Social Service, Inc. 
5401 16th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20011 

Daniel c. Harms 
Centro Para Immigrants 
Gulf Coast Legal Foundation 
2314 Cochran 
Houston, Texas 77009 

James W. Hengelbrok, Jr. 
Bay Area Legal Services 
305 North Morgan Street 
Tampa, Florida 33602 

Esteban Hernandez 
Channel Counties Legal Services 
P.O. Box 1228, 730 South A St. 
Oxnard, CA 93032 

Joseph Hilbert 
Justice & Peace Committee 
950 West Market Street 
York, Pennsylvania 17404 

David Horton 
259 South Texas 
Weslaco, Texas 78596 

Ralph Inzunza 
Committee on Chicano Rights 
1837 Highland Avenue 
National City, CA 92050 

Arturo Jaurequi 
Legal Services Center for 

Immigrants 
1661 South Blue Island Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60608 

Ricardo LaFore 
Colorado Migrant Council 
7905 West 44th Avenue 
Wheatridge, Colorado 80033 

• 
Warren Leiden 
National Immigration Project 

of the National Lawyers 
Guild, Inc. 

120 Boylston Street - Rm 1009 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
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Edward Luban 
Nassau/Suffolk Law Services 
91 North Franklin Street 
Hempstead, New York 11550 
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Georgetown University Law 

Center 
600 New Jersey Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
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Seattle, :washington 98144 
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Pine Tree Legal Assistance, Inc. 
277 Lisbon Street 
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IBGW 
213-383-7057 

Jose L. Mendez 
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Services, Inc. 
906 N. Street #125 
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Political Coalition de la Raza 
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Office for Refugee Resettlement 
900 So. Arlington Avenue 
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3 Williams Road 
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Community Legal Services 
:r,o, Box 808 
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Legal Services of Middle 
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360 Park Avenue South 
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110 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
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/ = LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION 
733 Fifteenth Street, N. W., Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dan J. Bradley 
Preaid~nt 

Writer's Direct Telephone 

(202) 272-4180 

ATI'ENTICN: TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENTS · 

When participants were selected to attend the National Imnigration 
and Refugee Consultation Conference -we attached a dollar figure to your 
acceptance fonn that indicated the dollar arro1mt up to which you would 
be reinbursed for travel, room and board. This was done to assure that 
the conference did not rm over the allocated budget. We have subtracted 
from this arrount the cost of food and/or lodging for the conference. en 
your expense fonns we will indicate the total dollar arrount up to which 
you can be reimbursed for travel: 

ThM mea.no :that -<-6 you J.J ubmU Jr.ec.up:t-6 0oJt £.uJ.J :than :the 
-i.Jtcii.c.a.ted amount, :that you wLU. on.R..y be JteimbuJL6 ed up :to 
:the £.eve£. o0 youJt a.c.:tu.a£. expe.n.6u. I 0 you J.JubmU Jtec.up:t-6 
0 oJr. mo Jte :than :the doila.Jt a.mo u.n:t 1J o u w-<.ll o n.£.tj be Jteimb uJL6 ed 
6oJt :the a.Uoc.a.ted £.eve£.. 

You may subrni t your travel expense fonns to Erika Cbrdon or 
Marlene L. Watkins follaving the last session of the conference or 
mail them to Marlene L. Watkins in the enclosed prepaid envelope. · 

It is ISC Policy that all travel expense claims for reilnbursem:mt 
must be in the Comptrollers' Office thirty ( 30) days follaving the 
conference, or reiinburse:rrents maybe denied. Therefore, please retl.lnl 
your travel expense fonns no later than September 5, 1981. 
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TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION AND EXPENSE REPORT 
, EXPENSE REPORT 6/ \ (~See Instructions on Back of Form) 

Traveler's Name~ ~J (1) Send Reimbursement To: 

S.S. Number ___ ______________ _____ __ 

(Non·LSC employees only) (Name) 

(Address) 

(PART A) 

Date 
(2) (3) Trans· (4) (5) (6) Total 

Detail of Expense portation Meals Lodg1ng Other 

Total Expenses from other pages 

TOTAL EXPENSES INCURRED -1!1-
Traveler 's S1gnature Date Cash Advanced $ 

(7) Approv1ng S1gnature Date Amount Due Traveler/LSC $ 
(Check One) 

(8) Cost Code/Account Number (9) Amount(s) B1lled Di n ·c tly to LSC $ 

LSC-17·9 White- Comptrolle r Canary- Com ptroller Pink - Traveler 

Revised 7·1·81 

------~~--~--~------~---------------·-------------~----~-------------------~------ ----------------

' 

' 

(PART B) 
Travel Authorization and Advance 

(See Instructions on Back of Form) 

Traveler 's Name Office 

(1 0) Purpose of Travel 
(1 2) Advance requested 

Date Needed . 

Trave ler's signa ture 

From To (1 3) Approving Signature 

!Da te) (Da te) 

Itinerary 

(14) 0 Staff 0 Participant 

(11) D Traveler to purchase t1 cket and be reimbursed by LSC Name of Program 

D Ticket purchased through LSC Travel Coordinator 

D 
Locat1on 

By pnvately owned automobile 

0 Tramer 

Date 

D By rental car Home phone number of traveler 

-

$ 

Date 

Date 

0 Consultant 
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to·r Hanigans' pros·e~ution : 
.; A group of His pacici i.s a~ a..o · The juri~ may d ehb!ra t.e thrm:~ h 

around-the-clock vigil, a "run for the ... ~keild. R.egardles& of woeC:.cr pstice" and a candleligM proce.>Sion the juries reach verd.ict.a by Sundey tD s.how support for the prosecution evening, the coalition i.s pl.anni..o.g a 5 oJ. ~ Hanigan brothen. · p.m. Mass for that day at St. 
. • The National · Coa.lioon on the Anthony' a Cburch. 909 S. 1st A \"e. 
· Hanigan Case has planne-d a w~k- The candlelight procesoioo from 
end of demonstrations· and fund- the church to the Federal Building is rn,ising events... _ _ scheduled for 6:45p.m. Sunday. 
:;-The activities were to begin Friday · At 1t press conference Friday, a evening with a r..m ta carry a torch San Diego crucano leader said the from South Mountain Park to the Haniga..o case represent& a'"~ Fi!deral Building at 230 N. 1st Ave; . for the United States" in it& treat· 
J.. group planned . to camp outside meot of undocumented aliena a..od in 

tile building with the torch until the - ita immigration policies. -
two juries inside reach their verdicts., : Herman B.aca. ch.a.irm.a.n or th.e c:oa.l.ition spok.es-m..a..o .Ben ~a.oda Comr:llttee on Chicano Rights, said &aid. · , · , . . · · . · that c:rosaroad ia whether the c.stioo 

. . ·:' . ~- . -~; ·. ·; · ~- -~ ~ ~ to resolve the im.m.ip-a-•The JUnes began delibera twns tioo i.r .sue in a h uma.oe, just. sane s.o d Friday in the cases a.g.ainst Thomas ratioc.al m.a.nner or whether it will aDd Patrick Ha.o.4;~- The broth~ contir:ue to give :.WJante groups ar:d · 
are accused of robbt.ng an4 tortunng l.aw-en.forcemeot groups the ·~= three UDdocumeot.=.d ·MeDcalf labor- light' to take ·the l.aw into th;;i..r 
enAug.l8,1976.. ~-. . .:.. : :.;; - .' .. - b.ands..'" 

Feb. 20 • •. .• . .. • He~a~ Saca spoked t o JOO st ude~ts (hi gh s c ~ool a~c college) 
a t t he sta t e-·.-:i de :-::C:-iP. cor.Serence ( ..:..r i zor;<: ) . i-ie :-:::e.r: de::o:l..":ceS. the t er;:-, l!hL: :pc.:-..icl! , a~ c. l a c el i..-:-:po sed ;.::>Q:-. u ::: ·::: tl-,e 2.:-:glo 
systen. 'I'":-:. e co::-.i'erence '::c.~ held c.t Cc.r2. :--.c..:.Ce;. r:l€=-• .S c:-:oo::.. 
Pho en~ ·-: , .:. rizc~<:. 

Feb. 27 .. .. .. .. . Sacramento, Cc.lifo rnic.. 3ert Coror...c. ( ! :atio~c.l Ir.: ..icrc..tic:; 
Coalition), ?.icc..rdo Torr es (~a cr~en~o I:.~gratio r: Co~~tt ee ), "nd 'n'e.,._..-,., ;:., c- ( r ,....,...,.. . .; ...... .,..,. "- r ..., .;c- -o ~ ; _._ ... .,.) c-... ; ... .; --izoc· ... . ,... "' c;. ... ~~ ..... ~ c. \JVl · '-'·'-oi.L.. ...., .......... Vi .1 ...... L1~ e. .. ~ •'- - C·· ........ - _ :.,.. _....,;....._ ..... ¥ .1 .. ..... 
findings of the president 1 s Sel ect Co~~~t~ ee cr: ~~grc..tic:: . 
The organizat ions called f o r c. canpaig:: 2.fa~r:s t policies t ~ ey 
said woulC. perpetuate 11 20t::: ce::tcr:: sl=. ·;er:: . ,. 7.:-: e i=_-:.igrc.. t i on 
conference r:as held c.t the La Sir.illc. CW..-:.:..:.rc..:.. Ce~ter . 

HER~:\~ BAC\ 

ChiCanOs rip_._, 
• • • I ' . . . .. - . . ; ' -tmm1grat1on 

policieS'_ 
~ . . ... - . . . ""' .. ; 

!ly MICH . .l E:L "CXl.H 
SAC:..U.UHTO !Jf(lO., rU.H -:o.r!Ttll 

. . .. ' ~ .. : -

-. 

: ' 

A group of Chicano act!vi.sU called Thursday 
roT a cam;J aign agstns~ immigration pol icies they 
s.ald ;o>ould per;>etua~ " 20th century 5.1avery." 

RepresentaUves o! ~ orgao..izalioas held a press conferenc-e at L.i Semllla Cultural Center to 
criticize flnd i.n g.5 -of the president 's Select Co mm lt-
t,e:e oa Imm lg:rat.ioa .~ -~-~ ~ - ~ ,:.Ff ·;·~ 

. · :·Spokesmen Rica r-OO Ton-es; Herman Baca aod · 
Bert Coron.a decried ;vbat ' they termed a "law- · 
en!o~ment approac!: to a social. political aod - · eeo:aomlc pr-OOiem.. ---::.:.- .-;::-.,...-:-•.. - ·.:..- ; • • ·- ·1 

. . ·- Tocre:s ~· . ~ ;,e saCr-amento I.inm rg:ra- ~ 
r<..r.~ ~.1": ..... _ .. , .... ~ " """" ~'' . _ .... ~ .,- !""V'- ~ . ... ,. . ..l ,.. ,. - ~ 
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California's Herman Baca 

Chicano.Activist Thursday, April 3, 1980 

-HaS LIFetime /,itch In Movement 
(The author of the following arti

cle is an editor with the Hispanic 
Link news service in Washington.) 
Charlie Ericksen 

WASHINGTON - Militancy is 
like the military. You can join up 

. for short hitches or long ones. Or 
you can make it a career. 

With Herman Baca. being a Chi
cano is a car~r . 

He started in the '60s with thou-
. sands of others. but few of tilose 
who established reputations as 
spokesmen for pure Chicanismo 
remain. , 

"I can tilink of two." Baca says. 
eliminating all of those who gained 
political office or took jobs with the 
government or profited from affir· 
mative action efforts in the private 
sector. "There 's Bert Corona and 
Corky Gonzales." 

Patriarch Corona. a founder of 
the Mexican American Political 
"Association in 1959. remains active 

. today i!l immi~ation issues. 

Rodolfo "(Arky" Gonzales. now 
past 50, heads the Denver-based 
Crusade for Justice. an organiza
tion he founded in the mid '60s. He 
is credited with resurrecting and 
popularizing the term " Chicano." 

Baca. u."'e baby of the trio at 36, 
walked precincts as a teen-ager for 
Richard Nixon, but in 1968 started 
questioning the political structur! 
of which he was trying to become a 

: part. He helped organize a MAPA 
chapter in National City, Calif .. 
situated midway between San 
Diego and Tijuana. 

BORN AND RAISED there. he 
learned the printing trade after 
graduating from high school. When 
he lost his print shop job in 1969 for 
becoming too engrossed in running 
the succe!Sful in itial primary 
campaign fQr California Assembly
man Peter Chacon. he opened his 
own shop. It has led a struggling 
existence ever since. but has prov
en invaluable in his efforts to 

communicate the messages oi the 
parade ot Chicano community is
sues on wlti.ch he has seized. 

'The first one was to halt the de
velopment of an industrial park in 
National City. 

"We lost." he remembers. "The 
system is a powerful creature. " 

Then. as head of the Committee 
for Chicano Rights. he launched 
into issues at the rate of one or 
more a year: police brutality , jury 
exclusion. local reuming. treat
ment of Chicano students, harass
ment of low-riders. bilingual edu
cation. Border Patrol tactics . em-

. ployment discrimination .. . 
With equal fervor . he attacks the 

behavior of the KKK, which has 
attempted its own border patrols. 
or former Immigration and Natu
ralization Service (Amm iss ioner 
Lionel Castillo. whom he still calls 
a "coyote." a word normally re
served for alien smugglers. 

. WHENE'-:ER A Mexican-Ameri
can issue is brewing, the media 
automatically checks with Baca 
for a reading. Over the years he 
has developed an ability to carve 
around the subtleties of the prob
lems.and cut quickly to the core. 

Undocumented workers are " the 
slave issue of the 20th century," he 
says. Chicanos are " playing poker 
with no chips." ~rying "to out snow 
the snowman." 

It used to be just the local press 
that would call on ·aaca. But now 
there are reporters from national 
and international publications. 
most recently from West Germa
ny, Mexico City, and Sweden. walk
ing up the driveway of his modest 
home. where he's lived since 1966 . 

"The name Herman Baca trig- · 
gers a reaction from our readers 
iike no other name," admits San 
Diego Union assoc iate editor Peter 
Kaye. "Nobody's neutral about 
Herman." 

His wife and four ch ildren have 
shared in the price one pays for 

TGken from Sacr~ento Bee, 4/3/80 

S!lch notoriety. Their home has 
been shot at and vandalized. A 
cross has flamed on their front 
Ia wn. His teen-age boys have been 
!-tarassed and threa tened. 

" But they know that what f' m 
doing is for them. " hr: exp lains . 
"I t's just doing my bit. like a lot of 
others who work ""' ith n1e . 

"lf w<: don 't try to change things. 
the Chicano will never be a com
plete human being." 

The Committee for Chicano 
Rights has become the agency of 
last resort for many Chicanos with 
a problem. Unlike government 
agenc1es. it's not se lective about 
who it tries to help. 

IT CONTINI.JALL Y sponsors 
din ners . dances and other func· 
tions to raise money for one cause 
or another. In ~.1ay . it's coordinat· 
ing an immigration '=Onierence 
that 'is attrac ti ng national atten· 
tion . 

Baca spends more ti:an half of 
his· waking hours in pursuit of Chi
cano rights. he est imates. Last 
year . his prir.t shop netted him just 
$6.000, he says. 

Will he ever retire as an activist ' 
Step aside' 

" How can you even think about 
it'" he asks. "Things are worse 
now tt-...an they were 10 years ago . A 
few indiv iduals have moved up and 
out. but the community 's gone 
backw:1rds . It's poorer L'ian ever. 
more dis<: r:frarichised . with fewer 
remedies and fewer outside people 
willir.g to help. '' 

Will his anger ever subs ide' 
Baca just laughs. 

"My anger' How can wh ite pee
pie be so naive' All those goody· 
goody persons of La ti no ances try 
who are :o nice to tl!em. ·JJho white 
people think are not like Herman 
Baca- just give them a few beers. 
turn the mariachi up a little louder . 
and they 'll make Herma.n Baca 
sould like a moderate." 
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'Combat Zone' at<Bc>rdei· Near TiJ·uat7.a 
year, Lenr..=f J. Dstilio, the:: '.o'le Corn
rrJssioner of Immigration, orrle~ :a 
study of the v'ic!em:e. Mr. Ca.>..illu is ~· 
signing his ?<JSt i.n October. 

,.;:nong ot..':er things, the ~'?.1 t:y cmn
pieted ~dy suggested ~! i:;crea.siag 
numt:-ers of aliens streami:ig "c~ the 
)order. coml:.- i~~J with the ~et~.bared 
by many Boroer Patrol ;1g~ that the 
Uni ted States was tess tllail ~1-y com
mitted to stepping '-!}em, had ~ 
"frust..-atiOIU" c..h.:lt resulteti in ~dentS 
ot ·;iclence. 

Number Dowo in July 

In July, as the Mexican effort proceed- , 
ed. tne number of aliens ilowmg across 
thP. border actually decreas<.-'<1, as dio tt1e 
inc idence ot violence. B:lt latt:! )r •nl'!' Me.'t-.' 
' ' .n police have become p1 . . cupied 
\• ,J, the search for a couple vi Ti jua na 
basiK rubbers, ami the violt:n.: ::.: is un lhe 
ci:>e cm:e agam. 

N<•..:rly 'I i i t :l e~r:.i . .:.~us who i\ re cnp
tu~J <! r~ ~rmic t~ to return vulwllarily 
to M~lticn wtthout penalty, a practice. 

t11ar, Jle Casti! ll) report saitl, •· m nkes tile
gal re-tntry a lmost certam'' and cuntnt>

utes still further "to ch~ !eve! of fn.J..Str :u lon 
within the Bord.:r Pac.-ol. 

Att rition at San. Ysidro is the highest of 
any station in r.he lmmi graLion Service. 
Border Patrol ol!icer:~are tran.s!<:rrine or 
sim ply resigning at a rapid pacc - there 
were nearly a dozen dc?:-.rturcs ~ - <St wee!< 
alune-. and ~~~P i.t·:e~b~ v~.;.·nl c~~ .sel"V1ce 
~ere 1s down to 19 montbs, compan '<i to 
Cive years or more at other oosts. 

The Castillo reoort :1lso found concern 
within the service over tt1e " quality , dedi
c:ltion and maturity" of the new recntits 
who are. replacing the journeymen patrol 
ot!icers, ol!ld it suggested that in addition 
to stricter hiring standards ~pp!icants tk 
" psychotogical!y tested. as to their suit
ability'" foe such work. 

%Handcuffed Aliens Shot 

The r. ~-ed for such testing, en tics say, is 
made evident b:,o the violent reactions of 
some patrol officers. The critics are 

~be New lork ~inus ... 

parricular!y enr:; ~~ by an inr:Ident here 
last March in . :Hch two illcg<.~' :.iliens 
wo:re ~ : Jl by a :O.c!rac;r P'l tro i .~g~: .. , .<fte.r 
l\e had arrested ' hem a :Out 30 yar d.s in
s ide ll1e United Sta tes and namlcuffed 
lhcm wgether. One of !he ..;.Ji·~ns di ed of 
lho: wounds . · 

The Bonier Patrol said that the ages1t 
had act~ 111 st:lr-<lefen::~ a fter t.."te cwo 
men liad tried to str • .~r· .: t! hi m wi th L'1t: 

h:l!ldcutfs that bcound . m. But me S::.r, 
D· ·o Dist rict 1\ttomt:)' :nvestigacet.l and 
fouwl ins tead lhllt &.e aliens had ~n 
>hot whi le attea:;Jting to ~;ee back mto 
:'.le:tico. 

11lc D!str!ct Attorney C:eclio~ to ~ il e 

charges, however, noung !h<<t :t-.·· ·~ ~ :-~ ·. : 

P a. t "i"~! vtfi c.:.t:r i tau ift~n unt: u~ y ·· :n ..:! Cdn t 

ba t-zor!t! atmusphcre. " ,'\lor i ta~ the 
Unitt."<i St:Hes At~omey tn Sa!l Di'":jO 
takt:n any actwn aga ::1~' any ,,1 tht: v!li
<:ers invo!ved In such inc: :.!en~ .• ;n---::·m~, ~

illg sever.tl ta'N)'e t s 1n t. !-.e ?L'<!~r:ll t.k 

fender' s ollie~ to t;; t->e! tne Ja:.;ci r.e D.:!
fJartment " a W..i~iung m:.: ch mc" h ·,m 
wn1ch :Jl k•gat ions ~~a tn:> tLtt.: Eonl.e r f· :~

•.rul " cume oc t c. Lea. .t. " 
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A~ --s n . ~N .rP.Jong U. ·. border l ·ear 

By JOHN M. CREWD~ON 
S~al to n.t f!«W Vorl< Tlme:s 

s.~ ; l YSIDRO, Ca!ii., Aug. 16 -
Sca.rcely a night ~ by that the belea 
;;-ue~ a-.s~ts of the Unite<:! Statr5 Bcr 
der Patrol do not encounter gunfi~ 01 

barrages of stones from across the rick· 
ety cllatn.linlc fence !.hat divides this 
hamlet from the bustling border city o1 
Tijuana. Me~co. 

Donald Cam~ron. the Border Patrol 
chid h.-ore. calls the boundary he over
sees. trarutionally the most heavily used 
gateway for legal and illegal entrants, 
"the 16 hottest miles of border in the 
'NOrld." Herman Baca. the head of a local 
Chic:mo rights group, says he sees the 
area as "the Vietnam of the Southwest." 

Border a Combat Zone 

Their comparisons may be somewhat 
oV'Imirawn. but both side:; have evidence 
to show t!-" ~ from the Pacific Ocean east
ward thr·· v.h the C41ifornia d~rt until 
th~ terra•· :-ecomes mountainous, thP. 
American :;;de of the border has become 
a combat zone. 

As John Munch, a youn~ Border P~trol 
agent wurking the 4-t~m : . i night shift, 
wheels his lime-green cruiser through the 
rugged foothills outside of town, he 
remembers with a shudder the night last 
we-ek when he and two other officers ,..-ere 
pmned agoinst the (~nee by ~tone. 
throwP.rs. 

They were r.ot hurt, but other agents 
have been, and badly. One has a steel 
plate in his head, and there a~ plnces 
along the boundary where Mr. Munch Is 
now afrnid to drive, even though he Is tar 
!mmalane. 
A~ him, Border Patrol helh:opters, 

sl':;-~rchliP.hts bla1:tng and loudspeaker:! 
t>laring til-:- warning "go back" in Span. 
ish. dip and '\\•heel in the inky sky. All 
acro!;3 the hilb behind him other agents, 
many of them veterans of the Vietn::~m . 
War, peer at the border througll5pe~.ial · 
;light-vision scopes. 

At patrol headqua.rter:;, red dots on a 
room-size ma;> wink and computer 
sc~r:s blink as electronic~ buried 
along the border record the tentative 
footsteps of one illegal en~~t. thel 
another, and then, as their C'lfll scouts 
give the signal "all clear," a small army 
of them. 

San Ysidro is tte busiest ~ir..g point 
on the United States-Me:ico border, 
which makes it the busiest overland port 
<Jf entry in the world. There are 40 million 
iegal border crossings here e:!cll :rear. 
and every day, close to 1,000 more a..o-e 
caug.l'!t try'.ng to enter illegaiJy. Officials 
estimate that for every alien ~. 
ave to 10 slip by. 
On~ problem is that at tills point there 

1S nothir.g be~~~ the United Sta~es an1. 
Mexi.c.o - no .:iv~:-. no mountains; no 
physical b:uTier cf any kind, just tl"!e de
crepit fence th:J.t, in soC!e plo...:es, is r:o 
mo~ tha!l a st!!t'!i cable suspended be
tween posts. FivP. mile:> of the fence are 
now being :-eplacfd -..tth a new, tou..;:~r 
barrier, but the torder patrolmen JOke 
about it and ever. ' '.3 builder acknowl
edges :.'lat it will not hold back the tide !or 
long. 
Tij~r:a, witlt a rr · ~ion residents t.':e 

!arg~t city alcng t.'lc t-crder Oil eit.~::
side, is also the hstest-growing. Thirty 
thousand men ar.r.1 "''men arrive the:-e 
every month trom the Me.tican rnteiior, 
hoping to make ~ir way across the bor
.der illegaL'}' in sea!'C.h of work, and tho:re 
who are not suco.:ssful do not often go 
back hom'!. 

Since the beginlting of the· year the vi~ 
!ence aga!n:st the patrol here has been the 
worst in memory. There have been s~ 
radic outbreaks at Ei ?aso and Calexico, 
Calif., as wei!, but none of them have ap
proacbed the seve: icy c;{ t..':ose at San Ysi
dro, where Border Patrol cars have been 
attacked by ban<b of aliens and brush 
fires have been set a ion;, :.1e border. 

In June, said~. Cameron, the Border 
Patrol chief l:lere, "our people were get
ting shot at nearly e\·ery -night," prompt
ing what be ter.ned "a minirevolt" by his 

~·· 
lljUana 

officers, who ref'JSee to s~t lo~! L'1 a·:}.')).. 
ac~ zone next to the border or to go ou: 
on patrol exce?t in pairs. 

Tempor:1ry reinforcements we:--= 
quickly brought in from 3round ct:e COWl· 
try and nearly 200 new, permanent 
agents are due to arrive here> ne .... "t month. 

The tension. officials say, stems in part 
from a new, more aggressive bre-ed of 
alien. t:me who knows the !imits ot the Ia'"' 
and knows, too, tht there is a!mos~ no 
chance of being prose-.::utM if c:~.<gllt. 
Aliens have even been found ~.i r!n" 
har.dbilis of uni<_ · '""11 origin adv: · . - ~ 
them of their rightS .:md urging tb~!:J ,.) 
~ist arrest or attempt to esc.:J.pe if cap
tured. 

The ttoub!~ situation lmpro-ved a little. 
he~ last mont11 after the authorities :.,"1 
Tijuana began to roUnd. up some of those 
believed to be behind the vtc!ence -
smugglers of aii!!US and "border bandits" 
who prey on tteir own co~t-r:rrne:n at
tempting to cross the border illegally. 
But the Mexicans. Chief Dmeron s~ud. 
made it clear that they had "no interest 
in helping shut otf the r.ow of Mexican n.-l· 
tionals into tile Unitcl States," o!'Jv i.n 
~.ng the violence perpetr:lte~:f by 
~ex1c:ans agai..-.st other Mexicans. 

By and large, the b:mdits an<! s!one
throwers are not border-cMS.;ers them
selves but gangs of unernploy·ed YOiiL":.s 
who live in and around Tij ~ana. Officials 
he~ believe t..Cut rr.uch ot tile gunti;-e ar.d 
ot!1er violence is on:hestl'3te-J by the 
smuggl!!n :md ba.'lruts to divert t.i1~ Bor
der ~troi a:J.d cre3L.e OO!es ~ Its de
fenses. 

The patrol's meu'lod.s of ·:!~g· .;.;:;th
this onslaught are dra"'-~0: critic::.m. At 
least sLx aliens have ~n Z~."Jt O"j tl:e p;l· 
trol so far this year. There have t-een alle
gallvns of b<'!~ tings ;:!...'1d ct.t':'!:' r..!;trF-<tt
ment. ~,feX::w.n-Americ.an g:rr~ips al!d 
even the lor..al Feeer.ll P..1bi1c ~!er-;:i~!''S 
of!ice a:e gro;..ing inC!'e.lsi.n~Jy -:.: tg:rf at 
what they see as t.'"le patr'jt',; u;:·.:.·a:
;an~ re:;ytrnse to :!lreats ag:.L:·.sc it. 

Ku Kl\Dl: l-..iaz; Ralj i~ k;~r. 

?1!rh2.ps the most ou~-pc:~:-: ~c{~~ers 
of the p:;.trol are lccal m;;r.Jt.:!:-:> r, ~ t'o~ Ku 
lCux Klan, ~>o·ho have hP.id r-:11:;~ :..:~?Jrt· 
mg ;>atrol efforts a!1d. hav(· !:·r~n x. ,ot. out 
some "patrols'' of thelr o~ to t.;.:::~ ·:io~><n 
illeg:J.l a! ie::s, thoug..'l witlfu•Jt !<-.lti:.aabie 
success. 

In ~:1r-:.'l, after learning tll.lt :.';.: t·:-iies 
of 50 alicr.s had been d!sc:v\·.::-ed ~~c:- g the 
border L-: .ldiacent Imoerial Crr-.:fJ.~/ last 
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TOUGH TALK - Clticimo leader Herman Baca · any such action by the klan will bring an i.mmedi-
·. · denounces a. threat by the Ku Klux Klan to patrol . ate respons& from Chicano communities through-

border areas in search of illegal aliens. . He said- . 'outthe nation.- Tribune Staff Photo by Joe Holly · . 1 . ·>-·:·_:.- -:·. ·_ '.~ · .. < ~~ - - . . ,: " ' .: -<:.-·· ·> . .. ·:: .· ·.- .. .-_·' ' . . . .. . : ; 

Klan-recei.ves ·chictli1o . Warning : ·~ 
• ·, ' ' . - - - . . - ? 

. . · 'By P~I\UL, vAN NO-STRAND - . . Chicano eommunities.from the Unit- received from $tate and nation<U. 
· · · · · · _ · · ed States will not tolerate or meekly -. organizations ana ind1v1duals active · 

·- . An.y attempt by unom~ organ- · submit to terrorist harassments, itl- · in the ciVil right,;; movement. ~ . 
~~ to apprehend _aliens ~egally timidations or interruption of our . Asked if Chicanos would res>rt tl>- ~ 
c:ri?SSU:g the border will be VIgorous- . , daily lives:" . · -· - . · · . .. violence in opposing any unoff.ic¥ ! 
ly . resisted. a ~~0 ~~- . . . He- said any actio!J taken br such enforcement activity along .the ~: ~ 
said yesterday. · , . , groups "against our people wilf call · der, Baca said Chicano · grou~ : 
· In-a statement obviously anned at forth an- immediate response in · would-take whatever steps. are n~: : 

the Ku Kl~. Klan, JLerman » of kind. , . . . - . . essary to defend themselves~ :-: ; 
the fommittee ifuJihicano ts, . Baca said more than 20 local rellg~· · · "When we defend ourselves, we dO- . 

· said 
12
Ttle 15 on ta ID- _: ious, civil 'rights and minority organ- · not consider it violence,'' he said. -:.· ; 

: -~· United States will -not sit idly .izations have signed a statement Returning to a recurring theme -~ : 
·by while· extremist groups ~e _the . ~g his committee's stand. the past several years, Baea blamed: l 
law into their own hands."·· . '·.- . ~dde4oth~_ supJ?.Ort has bee~ , , See BORDER, A·ll · ·: :, 

i p~~~ ~e::oer :~=~~ss%~r ?~----- ,~~-~"-.~~--~~~~-. -.. - .;.._ ~;_~ .. -. ~_.' .. ~;i: 
:: armed w~ it~ 1~ .- . · ·. ' l 
·. · · ' "These extremist, ractsi Vigilante- ;' 
· : gi-oups ·have declared their intent to. i 
· ·..roam tbe· border area!y armed, with J. 
.. ·the 'stated· purpose of apprehending ~ 
; · Mexican-looking individuals,"· Baca _i 

told ·a press conference yesterday. i 
. ·, "Yi-e are here to state today that 1 

- ~ ~J ..... ~.t~ .>.. .• ••• • !.,;. .. ,. - \ . --
Taken from the San Diego Evening Tribune Oct. 21 , 1977 
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The purpose of this information packet is to acquaint you with Herman Baca 

Chairman of the Committee on Chicano Rights (CCR). 

The CCR is a grass roots organization dedicated to the promotion of the 

civil, constitutior.al and human rights of La Raza. As CCR Chairman, Herman de-
• 

votes much of his time and energy communicating the committee • s position on such 

jmportant political issues as immigration. Herman speaks directly to groups as 

small as two or three and as large as two or three thousand, and indirectly to 

millions thru the mass media of newspapers, television and radio. 

This packet includes a partial list of past speaking engagements and media 

interviews as well as examples of articles which r..ave appeared in newspapers 

and magazines. It is hoped that this packet illustrates the day-to-day efforts 

of Herman Baca and CCR in their struggle for human rights and dignity. 

HASTA LA VICTORIA! 
Publications Committee 

1837 Highland Avenue, National City . CA 92050 {714) 474-8 195 
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Committee o~_Chicano Rights, Inc. 

1837 H!ghland Avenue 
Nat:or a! City CA. ':!2050 

(714) 474-8195 

1!11 11111 1111 · --
Come & ~lear 
HERf\t1l\;\J BACt\ 

C~a l rp er!on 

DATE: Wed., August 5, 19~_1_ 

-Press Conferen~~ -

~ ~~~)\ 
0\j ~y 

TIME: __ ~lU0~· 33DO~a~mn_ ____________ ___ 

Gov. Boardroom 
PLACE: __ ~Nua~t~'1L_~Pr~e~s~s~B~~1d~g~·------
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