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C O M M I TTEE O N S O C I A L T H O UGHT 

August 22, 1949 

Professor Leo Szilard 
Stanley Hotel 
Estes Park, Colorado 

Dear Leo: 

It is extremely nice to know that your vacation 
is going well and that you are resting, recreating yourself, 
and working, all on the same days. I am decreating myself 
and working, not resting, and that is a bad mixture. All of 
my affairs are still in as much a muddle as before. The 
blackguards at the School of Economics do not want to let 
me off this autumn and I am in a furious rage against them 
but unfortunately cannot get my hands on them. I am angry 
enough to resign under a barrage of insults to them but I 
don't know quite yet what I'll do. Perhaps you have an 
opinion. 

Do you know anything of a French physicist named 
Leprince Ringuet of the University of Paris? Our University 
is establishing an exchange system with that University and 
the latter has suggested for their first gift to us this 
gentleman, whom they put forward as an eminent physicist. 
I have been cormnissioned to find out from you and from some 
of the other physicists whether he is a good boy as a scien
tist and whether we should accept the Parisian suggestion 
or ask for a substitute. I'd be most grateful if you would 
let me know about this as soon as possible. 

I suppose you know about the death of Goldsmith. 
The Bulletin is sailing in the soup again and we shall 
probably reopen the matter with the University as soon as 
you come back. Goldsmith was one of the opponents of affili
ation with the University, and although we lose very much per
sonally and in the operation of the Bulletin by his death, we 
are at least now a bit freer to take up the matter again. 

With most affectionate regards, 

Edward A. Shils 
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