
605 Federal Bldg., d 

Loa #Jgelee, Cal'if. · 
-January 31; _1920 • . . ' 

. . .. . ... . ,. .,. . - (' - .. 
·.,·.have · your · let~er ·· in .regarfl: to the report of bear- .. 

•• I ., 
• -., ,.. I a 

• I , _. 

i .nga , be·for.e ~he Railroad Commission in 1915, and maps . .... -.. ... . . .. . ,, 

.. 

• • t 
r "', • • .... 

~ ~nd dr~winga ·which - y~u have· loaned to ue. · As we are 
,. . . ~ . . . ~ -

.'a til~ w(>"rk~ng . .-·on the 'p_an _Diego Ri,ver development, I 
• I J ._ 

. w(iuid.- lik~ . to keep the above fol· · 8 short time' if this 
I ,__ • 

.:.~~-.-... ,.::~· will .. n~·t, inconvenience you ·too much. As so on a a the 
~. . . . 

I "'f ... ~ L ,' "' 

' S.an·iDiego: River work · is .compl~ted, 1 will eee that all . ' 11l'r'"'.a! • * _ .. 11... "' 
Yf'l;i'cY.'i . . 

.repor,.tE;J and maps borrowed from you are returned to your 
''-'-''•=-'"'-'~·"'·' "'-

• • " ,. j " .._ .. =. 
,... ... ~ • I • - • ~ , <+ wisp. .. ~o ~ th~nk . you- f ·or · the .use of . the above and· hope 

.. . ~ .. 
be able to return the favor at a later date. 

. . 
· Yours very truly, · . . 

.• 

Service. 
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t. - 0 • S. Depart. en t 9f Interior, Bureau or Reclamation 

. it nllnigh. cr1minal to over esti.ate the future population til 887 nothing .of the 0 

OV&J; estiuting or water consumption ithich nll lead the Metropolitan District . 
into an un u ~ ia le· and uneconomical expense. 

QSE OF WATER PER CAPITA . 

The district claims the use or 1rater per capita dll be 170 
gallons per dq. The actual record sho liS during the 'last tJJo years the consumption 
has dropped do tin 'fa .115 gallons per dq d th a downtTard tendency, or an error or 
practicallJ 53-13%. 

. The district informs the .Raconf!truction Finance "crporation · 
that the aottaal domestic COIIUilercial and industrial water consUilption or the oi v 
ot Los Angeles in second teet in 1932 to be appro i. ilate~ 305 sec"'ld feet to the 
consUJiler. In realitq it ns approxilllateq 230 second teet. The district estimates .. ,. · 
the above JI8D.tioned .needs to the consumer tr1ll be 425 second teet in 1940 but based 
on the last two JeUSI USe of nter and the growth of Fpulation t.he last two 
years it w111 not exceed 275 to 300 second teet. In 1950 the district tells · the 
ReconstruotiOD Finance Corporation the conSUIIler rill be using 80"second teet ot 
water while a, no stretch or the iJaagination rill thQ' use over 410 second teet, 
much less than Los Angeles can depend on from the aqueduct alone. 

PRESW AID FUTQflE TAX BORDEJi 

.Robert Miller, economic engineer .of Los .Angeles cites an 
s]arw1ng increase or bond de n uencie~ lfhich is general., ·rith special districts, 
and the bonds of one or the cities or the Metropolitan Water District is now 5q!C . 
_delinqUent. He reports a danger that the present unhaptf' situation ot the :Mattoon .;. 
Aot district wq _become the lot ot the en. tire lletropoli tan Water Distn:ct, since . 
the principal of taxation is the Balle, an ad valorea tax or aocuaulat.ive ·tax 'an 
good proper\y to meet the obligations or defaulting areas simlar to the method 
o~ taxation witldn irrigation districts. 

. Capetant engineers have shown that the tax tor the 
ccmstruction ot the lletropoll tan District davalot=aent dll . be 75¢ for each 1100 
val.uation man completed and before amortization starts. 

. 
With Los Angeles cit,' being appro i•a~ 75f, of the entire 

Metropolitan District and as it w1l.l. be ccmpalled to pq probabq 75% or all , 
obligations, stnkl.ng f'und and operating expenses of the proposedColorado ftiver . 
deTelopma.t irrespective ot what the district cla1js ·to the cont.;r&q, this aeans 
an aTerage peqaent in taxation "tv the !1 v or Los Angeles alone of appromate]J: 
110,000,000 annua111 tor its proportion of the suppl7 ot the Colorado. &iV8r nter. t 

This woul.d be added to its present indebtedness· and operating costs. ·. 

Mind Jou, tor the next 10 or 25 7eara rre ·have more than . ~ 
sut.ticient water to take care or the entire demands, dtbovt JUtting a dollar · . · ... · .... ·-v"·'"'··"·" 

I ... " ~ into the Colorado River -proJect so tbat expense goes e just the saae and you · "· 
are ODlJ' adding another burden the Colorado River expense which will aake taXation . · 
so hdav that t will ean a coapl.ete collapse ot our cittf and coun.t.f • goyerma~t 
unless it is the plan of the ci'tif ot Los Angeles and the Metropolitan Water . 

·. District to get the u. s. GoV81'DUDt to put up all the aonq tor the oonatraotion 
ot the Colorado Bivar project then repudiate ita debtS and •eke the u. S. Govanaent 
the goat. · 
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