
Dear Professor Sinrer, 

c/o g1srendon Laboratary, 
J:c..rk Road,-
Gx:I.' ord . 

I should be very pleaPed i~deed ~o SPe ;ou a;ain, and 
·;erhaps you and y :mr _liece v ... mld. care to have 1· mch v. i th me 
SO'TJe til Tie 1:1 the second half of 0 une . Pleu.se let me &J,..ow 
ar·ter JOU have settled 9 'Lo11don ·vJhich u y ;; JUld suit yo1J. best . 
I h.:we just arrived ~.om .?..L1erica and. may settle in Oxford ·;here 
I nave been offer a tnree years ' anpoint .ent in the Clarendon 
Laboratory. can tell you more about Lhese personal thinDs 
which have .Jor~:ed out fairly well v.hsn I see you, b 1t I had 
better ,_ ite to you now abJut a JJcttter of t;reat eo.ruestness in 
w~ic you may or may not be able to help . 

~...s>-) t:?v' r-t. ~; ,1.. ...... / 

When I last saw you I old you about a plan to start re -
search in a direction which · be r,he starc.i11~ poirt. 
of a new indus trial revolut i 011 . tho t;ht tna t it rnit_;ht be 
possible to get financial support for such ~ork , but abatdoned 
any attenpt in that direction after a few tentative discussio ~ 
with you and a fevJ others . I plunged in to experimetltal v. ork 
i11stead in which I was very lucky , a~1d you see the res ..1 1 ts from 
the e.1closed r eprints . In the course of' this v.ork I 'Jbserved 
certain anomalies, the i _,plications of which I did :1.0t realiee 
until about four weeks ago . J! To- day the pos ition is· this : I can 
demonstrate the ct'ucial poi.1tJ on w:C.ich I based my exoectaL.iun 
that an industrial revolution may be brought about in the i'Ilme
diate future . Other points re~ain to be settled before we can 
say anything with certainty, but it may be fair to say that 
there is a fifty - to - fifty chance that these other points will 
work out alright . ~ven if these hances are S11aller than I 
anticipate, they are certaLcly large enough to e;et excited at 
this juncture . 

The disaster to which all tnis :nay lead is _lOre i r mi 1e .. t 
than the pled.su.nt c"1.a.1.c·es it may brL.t, about , siuce applications 
for purposes of.war "'-re closer at hand than anything else and 
so beyond anything one is likely to conceive . An atte~pt to 
c.J ... trol ~,his development will have to be made , however small the 
chances of success may be, and the most essential question il1 
this respect is Tihether it \.ill be possible to get the physicists 
in America and .C.:ngland to take precautions ab·Jut publisnLlg 
observations which fall into this dangerous zone, at a time 
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when such precautions necessarily seem to be premature . Un
fortunately _twill appear to many ~eople premature to take 
some action until it will be tao late to take any action . It 
will take some time until one can see ~hat prac0ical ste~s 
have a chance of being put across . 

In t ~e meantime I sh~ll make a n attempt to ~ake rurther 
experiments in order to seu0le as quic ly as possible those 
c. uestians \'Jhich are still open . I ini' ormed yesterday Professw.r 
Li:1demann Vvho is in charge of the Clarendon Laboratory in Oxfora. 
of all this, and sut:,Dested that l. should devote 11y time e:.ma. the 
facilities wbich I have been oreviausly promised in Oxford, to 
this task , that the limitatio.<s r, ich .auld interfere with my 
freedom of actio1 in this m~tter, s~ould be re~oved, and told 
hi 11 that I should 'Tlake an at tell t to get r·urther rae ili ties from 
outside - sources . I k.1ow froJJ my friends that the budget of the 
Clarendon Laboratory has been strained, ana. it would 10t be wise 
to embark on this venture without havi .g the · ecessary equi)ment . 
I should rather not a k professor Lindemann to a 1roa h 6overn-
ment i1 stitutians or private in~iviauals , anu I should 
rather see \,hat I can do in this respect JJyse1..I' . . s far as 
Oxford is concerned the path is clear . I should think that 
facilities of a~out £10 .-.-, per year vil be required for one 
or two years . This money would be used in two ways . • or sal
aries of two men of the or .er of £2 0 , - to £ jJO . - a year each , 
who would be required to assist this work , a n d the rest would be 
used for buying equipment . There is already some eq 1i ment for 
this work i~ 0xford, the bigbest item being £ 15 . 0 J , - worth of 
radium . 

I am fully aware of the dlf'f'icu_ty of ge t ting hold of a 
pr vate person who has some vision and ·who i s able to provide 
part or the ·,hole of the required sum . On the other hand I can
not believe that it shoul d be impossible to find somebody in 
Gr eat Britain . Should you be ablr to ... 1 --~ ., ': of anybody whom 
you t h i nk one could approach and hom you haJpen to know per 
sonally, I should appreciate ve[·y much if you could l et me know . 

If it is not possible to ge t the f~ cilities here , I shall 
have t...O :nake an attejJpt in _ rnerica , but I can hardly do so '}-,+'cr e 
sertP~~er , since evJrybody is leaving ~ew York at this time of 
the year . 

Yours si1 cerely 

Leo Szilard 
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the :rec .... n·t· d. ~,cov _- e in the ·field of nu c e phy ... ic mi ht 
n 1;1~ s o i e - t:rt;e cnrr~y n '1 lL ::r e c le and to . t-ore en -r y 
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I hn.v, , 1so to atd , · n rder ,o c:.· ve yov a co plet e -picture , 
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Gr ~ .. of' .rmor .Jin r , 

Cl )rendon J,ah rotory 
Pc rlcs Rood 

ox~o d 
Tel e ·10n : 3 '5L1, 5 

6th June , 197.- . 

I 1c.-liev- I ru Vi noi~ se!'!n 3rou . ince I h J me " "th you 
a a yo11r niece n . me 1 wt y • 
h :p1 e . 

I r> r · v t , rv"l , lYY. rica , for'c-P l.g t PP:O 11 I . ,. ~ ettle in 
Ox·ford wh -re I h ve e~n o~ er, rt thret'! y -'U's a ointment in 
T.he Cla r~nd on P ho:r. o y . 

i _ on , nd you.T niec . v OlJ~c"' care 
to -v l ncr. :i_ th e - ~rn h. ~"'11 , h ill town. 
m-.. mm·r vihic '1 da: wn l nt: · t J o _1 on nee or 

.. o , I ' str yin a; i: 10 Hnre1 ·ood Hotel , 
?A/8 Gow 39 1 . 

"'nrl I tlo th i · v a • I ' io1 it , ·ot J, 1: e < • e f> 
th~t toJ:eep privc:te nd uJ, ic liTe in WP+erti.o- t: co. ·rrtm nt . 

ith kind t reg trd , 

Your f~tnc 
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