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HOTEL 

DUPONT 
PLAZA 
DUPONT CIRCLE AND NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE N. W., WASHINGTON 6, D.C. 

Academtcian Igor Tamm 
Soviet Academy of Sciences 
J..entnski Prospect 
Moscow, U.S.S.lt. 

Dear Tamm: 

HUdson 3-6000 

May 31, 1963 

I wrote you yesterday and with my letter I enclosed the copy of a letter 
which 1 wrote to Barrtaon Brown. To-day, I am vritiq in order to ra.iae a 
related iaeue. 

It might be that it voulcl make politically more aenH for the Soviet Unioo 
to set up a laboratory on molecular biology in Gaeva .,.,jointly with the other 
European nations • rather than to aet up auch a laboratory jointly with the 
Uatted Stat... If you think that thia would be preferable fram the point of ria 
of the U.s.s.R., I shall be very glad to diacuaa this possibility with our 
European collegues at the end of June in Geneva. 

Such a venture would impose a smaller financial burden oo the Soviet UDion. 
but it would be more ilfficult to maaage than a joint venture of our Natioul 
Academy and the Soviet Academy of Sciences, and - becauae it would involve many 
cH.fferent govel'l'IDenta - it might also take a much longer time to aet it up. Still, 
if either your response or else Harrison BroWD1a r .. poaae to the proposal of a 
joint u.s. - u.s.s.a. operatioo should be negative1then one would have nothing to 
lose by trying to aet up 1n Geneva a laboratory for molecular biology,.operatiDg 
under the auspices of the nations of Europe, including the Soviet Union. 

If I have your personal response to this letter and the letter which I 
wrote you yesterday • then I would discus• the relevant issues with our European 
colleguea at the end of June 1D Geneva. 

Your answer to this letter should be sent to me care of Victor Welsskopf, 
Director General, CERN. Geneva, Switzerland. 

With kind regards, 

Very atncerely youra, 

Leo Szilard 



June 17, 1963 

AcademiclaD Igor Tamm 
Academy of Scieaees of the u.s.s.a. 
Leninskl Prospect 
Mo8COW, u.s.s.a. 

Dear T811111: 

Receotly. I mailed you a copy of a letter which I sent to 

Harrison Brown. In reapoDSe._ I received a letter frOID the 

President of our Academy which you will find eu.closedo 

I am flying Monday, June 24th, to Geneva, Switzerland, and 

I could be reached there care of Professor Victor Weiaskopf, 

Director General, CEIN. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 
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By Robert S. Kleckner •ponsorerl by IBM, said: Miss Macdonald said the honor 

Sun-Times Correspondent ··we now are beginning to stud y showed through statis-

HOUSTON - Automation. get a slllndardized code or lan- tical <lata that recurrence and 

the specter ·of unem~loyment guage in the sciences 10 feed mortality rates among appar-

l·n the minds of millions. is into the machines and come up I 
with understandable answers. ent y cu red cancer patients can 

creating new jobs for thousands "Statistical informatiol) is be r~duced by followup treat: 

in the medical fields . ueing harvested for purpqse~l,ll ment. 
At the same time, Dr. R. goals from the bedsides Fo , th~ El Paso County, with -350,-

Lee Clark, director of M. D. bboralOTies and the cl.;t~: 000 population, now has a 
Anderson Hospital in the Texas rooms." declining cancer death rate. In 

Medical Cen ter here. said At · the M. D. Anderson lfo~- n\ost parts of Texas the rate 
Thursday the me chan i c a I pita! apcj Tumor Institute, ap has been increasing. 
' 'brains" are pinpointing data IS-year · statistical profile of The report of Miss Mac
to in,prove treatments and 10 cancer in El Paso County, cov- dop~!d's group, more than two 
make new information from cring 16,182 patients from 1944 inches thick, was produced 
the researchers quickly avail- to 1961, has just been com- with the a id of an IBM 1620 . ;~ 
able for clinical application . plcterl. • computer which calculated 157 __..~ 

Joformation Stored Eleanor J. Macdonald, head pages of tables, including age- • ~ 
]n the last few years, detailed of the department of epidemi· adjusted incidence and mod- ] · ==~ 

inlom1ation bas been coded ology, said this marks the first ified life table survival rates · 
and stored for immediate IBM time, in a defined population , by year. sex, ethnic groups and 
computer recall on 48,000 pa- that every cancer case, in- type of cancer. 
tients. eluding skin cancer, bas been 1-----------1 

Information on here d i 1 Y. registered and studied. The 1------'~~~. ~--- , t:· ;: 

medical history and treatments cases were studied from diag- Sleep L"lke Log l ·l 
used on the individual patient nosis through, treatments and f 
thus can be compared quickly followu s do th 

P ne over e years . Stop Stom.ch ;as 3 Times Faste1 
and evaluated. It took 12 years of research Take Bell -ans tablets wi th hot water at bed 

Also. this knowledge can and computer analysis of the ~~~~t:e,~1~!~ebi~o~~~~ elae; J~~~ioa:~~~~~: 
~~~~t~~~ecape~:o~~a:i;a};h:a~:n~~ datda to complete the exhaustive ~~aaY~c3h5~c~~ -d~e;;ts~:~~~~~i~o~:~ 1B1~u8~~~~ 

Citll Y. ans, Orangeburg, N.Y., for liberal free sample. 

backgrounds and ailments. li==========================================;l 
Data collected here through 

the comparatively new ~ciences 
of biomathematics and biocom
puting already has cut in half 
deaths of oatients from_ 
of the bladder because the com
puters. alTer digesting treat· 
mcnt and other data on pre
vious si milar patients. now ca n 
furn ish the information on what 
therapy is best for a given in· 
di vidual. 

The ffiM machines have 
solved questions on what type 
of radiation---<:obalt 60 or var
ious types of high energy rays 
-is best suited for the patients 
and the time and frequency of 
exposure at various stages of 
cancer of the bladder. 

In other ltelds of general 
medicine, like applications of 
computer data can be utilized 
in drug selection, dosage and 
various forms of therapy for 
'pecific diseases. 

Dr. Clark, addressing science 
writers from throughout the na
tion and abroad here on a tour 
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Dear .Szilard, 

I am very sorry that I am so late in answering your 

~etters,but I was absent !rom Moscow and returried only 

iately.I received two you~ letters and a telegramm from 

Geneva,but the copy of .your letter to Harrison Brown you 

mailed me somehow went lost and did not reach me at all. 

I,personally am very much in !avour of establishing 

an international /in particular ~.S.A. and U.s.s.R./ cen

ter of molecular biology,but of course I am only ~pri
vate person.However,I do think that perspectives i~r such 

a joint venture are rather favourable.Aa far as I under

stand our authorities would strongly prefer that t he fir~n

cing of this establishment would be mainly achieved not 

by special grants of the participant countries ~wbo of 

course will supply technical assistan:3{ but mainly by 

appropriations from such international organisations aa 

UNESCO,World Health Organization or IAEA. 

Unfortunately we have now in Moscow a period of vaca

tions and I myself am in few day3 going for some kind of 

"reduced" mountaineering in Caucasus. 

I think that it would be best to discuss the whole 

matter in details with the leading members of our Academy 

d~~~~g the Pugwash Conference in September inyougoslavia. 

~ ~~ much hope to meet you there. 

.lith the very be~t ~~aQnal regarda 

sincerely yo~ k ~ 
v; . I UJJ; ~it 



Academician Igor Taw~ 
J. cndem..~ of 3ci~noes of the U. <.; . G • .H.. 
Lenin~ki rospoot 

ltOSCOW 

Genova , Gth Aueust , 1963 

I was Parry to hear that ·ou did not receive m letter of 

._ay 30th and the CO:fl.~ of my letter to Harrison Brown of the same 

d .te, 1'7hich vn s attuched to that letter. 

I n.m onclosi:1g four copies of these documents nd I would 

ureo:tl a~·precio.te it if, on ..: our return to 1.,oscow and if posni ble 

prior to the Dubrovnik meetin,f;, . ou ould diacuss this matter with 

officials of your Acddemy . 'ou could then ~t the Dubrovnik me ting 

inform either .Cle or Ho.rrison Brown of j our views in this matter. 

~ ubsequently hurrison Brown might decide to take up the matter, 

unoffic i ally or offioiall. , in Dubrovnik with officials of 1our 

Aoadem, . 

I am ".lso enclosinb four copies of a letter ifh ioh I have 

received in this matter from f.eitz , President of our National eadem~ . 

Sincerely yours , 

Le o Szi lard 

co. Harrison Brown 



ACAfu1ITCIAN TAH.H ACAD2IY OF SCI.:."NC S USSR lfOSco;r 

PillAS ·' CABLE US THURSJlfl.Y NIGHl' CARE t~ISSKOPF Cr~RN I IDICATING 

YOUR Rl5SPONS TO !·!! lETT' tO IIAR..•nsm BRO:JrT stop COUNCIL 

OF OUR ACADEUY HAS UNii..ID!OUSLY AGR..•,t.D TO A IAIT YO REvPO. S • 

Trl'H IN!' · .. ~S'f == !EO SZILARD 
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