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Latino groups rap Wllson pr posals’

! ByMu'mmD Uribe
Staff Writer
SAN DIEGO - Several Mexi-
can-American rights groups are
blaming Gov. Pete Wilson for
creating the very immigration
problems he is proposing to solve.
During a recent tour of the
international border Wilson an-
nounced his program for drastic
changes in federal immigration
*laws, which he contends act as a
magnet for undocumented mi-
_ grants wantmg to hve in the

"‘ t the Toes
Wilson with causing the per-
' ceived immigration problems
" when as a U.S. senator in 1985 he
proposed a modified guest worker
amendment.

“It is obvious the governor, like
| every other politician in Califor-
f%&,isusingtheismuascape-

at,” said Herman Baca, chair-
| man of the Committee on Chi-
i cano Rights.

He said Wilson is not teliiax ,‘

about the policy he created in
1985 but instead he is using the
very immigrants he brought into
the U.S. as scapegoats.

Wilson’s current proposal calls
for a constitutional amendment
ending automatic citizenship for
children born on U.S. soil to citi-
zens of foreign countries.

He also proposed elimination of
federal requirements that states
and localities provide health care

and edxwatlon for undocumented

rgmen issue
nahona] 1denttﬁcatxon cards for
immigrants seeking government
benefits and called on President
Clinton to use the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement to
pressure Mexico to do more to
curb illegal migration from its
side of the border.
However, Bm contends Wil-
on has fox Pﬁ:ntwlnleaCa-
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Immigration blockade hasn’t helped El Paso

By DEBBIE NATHAN

NE morning Jate last month, Bl Paso
woke up to the rode realities of this
country’s anti-lomigrant atlitndes. A

swprise Border Patrol action — “Operation
Blockade” — slapped $00 agents and dozens of
govermment vehicles and keltcopters onto the 20-
tmile stretch of border dividing K3 Paso from lis
Mexzican sister, Juarez.

From the beginning. the hlocksde seemed ex-
cessive, even ohsessive — bart not surprising
given the overbeated rbetoric on fmmigration.

California’s Repubiican Gov. Pete Wilson,
seeking political brown.e potiiis, wants to deny
citlzenship to the US -born caildren of undocn-
mented foreigners. Denaccrathe Sens. Barbara
Roxer and Diane Feinsiein have famped onto the
hysterical bandwagon by orging the Natlonal
Guard to the border. President Clinton chlmed in
that we need more Border Patrol agenta.

Antimumigrant rhetoric bas always flowed
fast and boase whenever this cowntry suffers eco-
posnically. Bod suffers when this
cheap talk turus to costly deeds, as it has in El
Pasa.

The 1.5 million people who live In E] Paso and
Juarcz kave traditionally maimtained a latssez-
faire attitude about immigration. The cities are
yards apart, and most people have husiness asso-
ciates, friends and redatives In both. Resldents
contimually cross back and forth to socialize,
dine and shop. Many Mexicans who can't afford
crassing documents go north anyway, to take
care of El Paso’s children and elderty and tend
houses and gardens.

Before the blockade, these undocumented
workers constituted a vital part of the local
ecopomy and culivre. They played cat-and-
mosse wilh the Border Patrol, who roam the city

fathan &8 an £ Peso witter and emmigration
activist. Her book, Women and Other Afens:
Essays from the 1.5 -Mexican Border, won
fha 1992 Southwest Book Award. This article
was prepared for the Prograssive Msdla Pro-

ject.
stopping people for questioning and arresting as
many as 1,000 daily. De4alnees were booted back
to Joarez, but after a lew tries they managéd to
dodge the Border Patrol and make i to work.
These days, wilh the border bermretically sealed,
almost nobady peis acrosa.

Up to now, K1 Paso leadery have worried
mainly aboui the region’s grindiag poverty, its
polisted environtent and how ever-locreasing
trade between the two comntries was affecting
these problems. One recent propesal recom-
mended rethinking the border so that El Paso
and Jearer could fmcthon as a mified metropoll-
tan area. A cordevence of urban planmers en-
dorsed the idea, 25 did a coagress of conunanity
lenders.

Operathon Blockade has sabotaged that vishon
Suddenly, E1 Paso has boagfit into the pofitical
mythology that immigrants are the pro.iem and
sealing borders the solation. The blockade woukd
rid the city of beggars, thieves and “Lransvestite
prostltutes.” said its architect, local Horder Pa-
trof chief Silvesige Reves. Many El Paso resi-
dents were ecstadtic, tying ribboas — green, like
Horder Patrol uniforms - - to their car antermas
and brioging donuts to the blockade.

But beneath the eaphoria rums a barely con-
cealed curremt of racism, naticnalism and re-
sentment against peor peaple. El Paso residents
— even Hispanlcs — sald they lked Operation
Blockade because their taxes woald no bonger be
wasted on “Ilegal alten” freeloaders at the food
stamp office and comnty hospital. Letter wrilers

hegan sneering at the coommonity leaders’ vision
of a bordecless twin clty. People who pablicly
questioned the biockade got obscene calis. A dis-
sident attorney’s yard was vandalized.

in Juarez, Mexicans separated from their jobs
stood at the river, in shock. Then spoutaneous
demonstrations erupted i the mternational
bridges. People screarnipg * We want work!”
balted traffic, provoking phalanxes of Bocder
Patrol agents and Mexican police with riot hel-
mets, nipht silcks and gas roasks.

Stones were thrown. An agent was hit. The
Border Patrol drew ifs gens. A Juarez political
grovg barned 1S, Nags 24 Uncle Sam pisatas.
“Burn, gringe, burn? Let all Yankees dier™ they
yelled

The U.S. Immiigration and Naluralization Ser-
vice began subjecting legal crossers to draco-
gian inspertions. Juarez hosiness groups urged a
boyeott of El Paso. The downtown area — nor-
mally'the most rrospemm shopping area in the
city - looked like a ghost town, withsales in
most stores down 40 peroent to 90 percent. Jua-
rez rade also plammeted as visitors shied away
from the vrmrest.

Irontcally, El Paso’s police note that Opera-
tion Bieckade has pot caused a significant drop
in crime. The welfare offices are as busy as ever;
so is the county hospital. The wizened beggar 1a-
dies are off the streets, 'mt so are the younger
women who cared for El i*aso kids so their moth-
ers conld go to work.

The blockade continves, and Reyes plans to go
to Washington to requrest more funding. Before
be gets there, El Paso — and this country —
should realize that Operathon Blockade is noth-
ing bat a nasty exercise in xepophobia. It can
never replace consiructive answers fo real com-
owmity problems.
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Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc

May 4, 1995

Ms. Janet Reno, U.S. attorney General
Department of Justice

10 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

The Committee on Chicano Rights, (CCR) is hereby request-
ing that the Department of Justice investigate and proscute
to the fullest extent of the law, California state Governor
Pete Wilson for the hiring of undocumented housekeeper in1970.
This in direct violation of federal immigration law (harboring
and transporting) and social security laws. We call on the
U.S. Department of Justice to proscute Governor Pete Wilson
for violation of federal laws in light ‘et - \

1) His continually calls for control of the U.S./Mexico border
and strict enforcement of this countrys' immigration laws by
the federal government.

2) His filing of numerous friviously lawsuits on behalf of the
state of California aganist the federal government for re-
mibursement for the state cost in providing services to un-
documented persons in this country who are in violation of
federal immigration laws.

3) His call for changes to the 14th amendment of the U.S.
constitution to deny citizenship to children of undocumented
persons who are in this country in violation of federal imm-
igration law.

4) His call to deny (under Prop. 187) persons who are in
violation of federal immigration law any form of assistances,
or health care.

It is our position that Gov. Pete Wilson should be pro-
secuted and unlike Pontius Pilate 2,000 years ago should
not be allowed to wash his hands, or walk away for his blantant
violation of federal laws. What he has called for....strict
adherence and strict enforcement of the law, should now be
applied to him in the strongest and fullest extent of the law.

W

erman Baca ; Chairman 710 E. 3rd Street
National City CA 91950

(619) 477-3800




Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc

For Immediate Press Release Malyes 57 fG1915
INDICTMENT OF GOVERNOR PETE WILSON CALLED FOR!

National City, CA....The Committee on Chicano Rights (CCR)
today accused Gov. Pete Wilson of not only being a hypotrite
and law breaker (see enclosed article) for his hiring of a
Mexican housekeeper in 1978, but also of being a liar.

Herman Baca, President of the CCR accused Gov. Wilson of

"not only breaking federal laws, but also of breaking Calif-
ornia state law". According to Baca "Wilson was fully aware
that he was in violation of California state law which pro-
hibited the hiring of undocumented workers under the states
Dixon Arnett law". "A law which Wilson voted for in 1971 when
he was a state assemblyman". The published reports that the
guru of the "Mexican bashing" movement stands accused of
violating the law said Baca "should prove to the U.S. public
that Wilson besides being a hypotrite, liar and law breaker

is using the so-called immigration issue for purely political
purposes, and has nothing to do with his call for strict
enforcement of the nations immigration laws, or controll of
the U.S./Mexico border". "In fact Wilson has been exposed for
he really is,; a utilizer like so much of U.S. society of

cheap Mexican labor". "The same Mexican laborers that Wilson
legislated into a "workers program" in 1987, and the same
workers he and £he right wing "scapegoated" to pass Prop. 187,
and the same workers he is utilizing to jump start his dead in
the water presidential campaign". The public stated Baca "should
to end the political hypocrisy by politicans ask how much was
Wilson paying his maid, how many hours was she working?, and
if Wilson really believes that Mexican immigrants steal Jjobs,
utilize educational and social services, and that U.S. workers
should all carry a national I.D. card then why did he not hire
a white U.S. maid?"

In conluding Baca stated "that the CCR has requested (see
letter) that the U.S. Deptartment of Justice investigate Wilson
for evasion of social security tax laws, labor laws, and
immigration laws (harboring and transporting), and that Wilson
be charged and prosecuted to the strongest and fullest extent
under the law".

For Further Infeormation Call:
Herman Baca, (619) 477-3800

710 E. 3rd Street
National City CA 91950

(619) 477-3800




Wilson maid
in late '70s

was an illegal

Staff Writer

Gov. Pete Wilson, who has made clear he intends to
make illegal immigration a major issue in his campaign
for president, hired a housekeeper who was apparently
in the country illegally in the late 1970s when he was
mayor of San Diego, the governor’s office confirmed
yesterday. ’

Although it was not against the law to knowingly
hire an illegal immigrant at the time, Wilson also failed
to pay the housekeeper’s Social Security taxes as
required by law. :

In a written statement issued yesterday, the Repub-
lican governor said he was unaware that Josefina Klag
of Tijuana had no immigration papers when he and his
former wife, Betty, hired her in 1978. He said he and
his former wife would make back payments, with
interests and penalties, of about $3,000.

“I can categorically state that I have never knowing-
ly employed an illegal immigrant and never intentional-
ly failed to make payment of the employer’s contribu-
tion to Social Security for an employee,” said the
governor.

Wilson stressed that federal law did not require
employers to verify workers’ residency status until
1986.

He added, “It was a very long time ago, but if I had
known at the time that Ms. Klag wasn’t a legal resi-
dent, we would not have hired her. Having said that,
Betty and I are taking the necessary steps to deter-
mine and satisfy our obligation to pay Social Security
taxes and penalties. We will pay them fully and expedi-
tiously based upon our shared responsibility.”

The disclosure comes at a most inopportune time for
Wilson, who was in New York yesterday and not

See Wilson on Page A-23

Wilson

‘I employed Josefina,’
Wilson’s ex-wife says

Continued from A-1

available for comment.

He is expected to formally de-

clare his candidacy for the 1996
Republican presidential nomination
before the end of the month and has
already been trying out illegal im-
migration, which proved such a cut-
ting-edge issue in California last
year, on the national stage.
. Written statements from Wilson
and his legal advisers were issued
yesterday in response to inquiries
from . The New York Times and
Washington Post about rumors the
governor may have violated immi-
gration laws.

Documents indicate that Klag
was hired to work for the Wilsons
early in 1978, but did not become a
legal resident of the United States
until more than a year later. She
continued to work for Wilson’s ex-
wife, now Betty Hosie of San Diego,
for a, number of years after the
couple’s 1981 divorce.

Apparently, Hosie called the situ-
ation to the attention of JohmyDa-
vies, Wilson’s close friend and per-

sonal attorney, as the governor’s
presidential candidacy began to
take shape.

Davies wrote in a memo to the
governor, also released yesterday,
that, “I infer that news reports of
your possible presidential candida-
cy may have caused Betty to focus
on this matter, resulting in her
call.”

In a written statement, the gov-
ernor’s former wife said she did not
learn of the Social Security tax re-
quirement until several years after
the divorce, but took no action.

She said: “I never asked her if she
was in the country legally and she
never gave me cause to. believe
otherwise. I employed Josefina; my
husband did not. I do not recall ever
discussing her legal status with
him. Sometime in the mid-1980s,
after our divorce, I became aware I
had an obligation to contribute to
Social Security on behalf of Josefi-
na. When I did learn of my obliga-
tion, I continued to procrastinate
and did not seek to correct my
delinquency until recently. I called
the governor’s office. I had never
previously disclosed this to the gov-
ernor.”

Two friends of Klag told the Post

that the housekeeper was upset at
Wilson’s championing of last year’s

' Proposition 187 illegal immigration

initiative.'

Whether the situation will be-
come a major liability for Wilson’s
still unofficial presidential cam-
paign is unclear, but it comes as an
embarrassment just as the gover-
nor is attempting to vault into the
top tier of Republican contenders
after making a belated entry into
the race.

Wilson was instrumental in mak-
ing illegal immigration a front-and-
center political issue in California in
recent years by harshly criticizing
the Clinton administration for fail-
ing to control the nation’s borders.
He also filed lawsuits against the
federal government seeking reim-
bursement for the state’s costs of
providing services to people who
are not in the country legally.

The governor was an outspoken
supporter of Proposition 187,
which passed overwhelmingly last

"November and is being challenged

in court. The Save Our State initia-
tive would deny public education
and all but emergency health care
to illegal immigrants if upheld.
Problems with illegal immigrant
employees have torpedoed a suc-
cession of nominees to high posi-
tions in the Clinton administration
and plagued the unsuccessful U.S.
Senate campaign last year of Re-
publican Michael Huffington and his
rival, Democratic Sen. Dianne
Feinstein. . ~
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Wilson

Opinions vary on
damage to campaign

Continued from A-1

In one document, Wilson’s for-

mer wife, now Betty Hosie of San

Diego, took responsibility for hiring
the maid and not verifying her resi-
dency status.

Hosie also said she did not learn
of the Social Security tax require-
ment until some years after she and
Wilson were divorced, and neglect-

ed to do anything about it. Wilson -

and his ex-wife say they owe an
estimated $3,000 in back taxes,
penalties and interest.

In another memo, Wilson legal
adviser and longtime friend John
Davies said Hosie called the matter
to the attention of the governor’s
office in late March, apparently in
response to news feports about
Wilson’s presidential candidacy.
~ Yesterday, a Wilson legal adviser
held a conference call with report-
ers to brief them on the situation.
The legal adviser, a longtime Wil-
son friend, spoke on condition he
not be identified by name.
¢ The legal adviser said that not
only was Wilson unaware of his
maid’s residency status, he was un-
aware he even had a maid.

“He went to work early in the
my irj" T'a naver finichad nntil

late at night,” he said. “His schedule

was just like it is now, so it’s entire-

ly likely to me that if he ever did run
into her, it would be a very rare
occasion.”

“Betty took care of the house-
.hold,” he added. “She paid all the

bills and she ran the household.”

The controversy comes at a time

when Wilson’s late-starting presi-

" dential campaign seems to be hav-

ing trouble gaining traction.

The governor -underwent sur-
gery three weeks ago to have a
tiny, benign nodule removed from

one of his vocal cords and has been

unable to speak above a whisper in
public since.
That has forced the delay of his

formal announcement of candidacy

until close to the end of May.

One political analyst noted that
while ordinary voters may not be
paying much attention, the political
operatives and contributors across
the country that Wilson desperately
needs are following closely.

“The political pros inside the
Beltway, the major institutional
contributors are watching this and
right now that’s the electorate,”
said  political scientist Sherry Be-
bitch Jeffe at Claremont Graduate
School. -

“This isn’t helpful in the first pri-

mary, which is the money primary

and the positioning primary.”
Others observe that while the
Wilson political team may be the
best in the business in California, it
is playing'at a higher and far rough-

er level of competition.

“Even a California governor isn’t
nearly as exposed as you get in a
presidential race,” said UCSD polit-
ical scientist Sam Popkin. “It’s not
just small-state governors that find
out the rules are different in a pres-

. 1dentlal race.”

“California
Democratic Par-
ty Chairman Bill
Press held a
news confer-
ence in front of
the "governor’s
Los Angeles of-
| fice and voiced

disbelief at Wil-
-son’s claim that
-~ he knew nothing
of the house-
keeper s re51dency status.

Not only did Wilson claim during
last year’s re-election campaign
that he had never hired an illegal
resident, Press said, but he prom-
ised he would serve out his term as

governor and not run for president.

- “I don’t believe anything the man
says anymore,” Press said. “How do
I know he’s lying? Look at his histo-
ry. He’s running for president, isn’t
he?”

Last year, when news surfaced
that Republican U.S. Senate nomi-
nee Michael Huffington had hired
an illegal immigrant as a nanny for
his two young' daughters, Wilson
said:

Bill Press

“I can’t comment on Mr. Hufﬁng-‘ :
ton’s situation because I don’t know

what it is. I have never hired an
illegal immigrant, certainly not
knowingly.”

One Wilson adviser said yester-
day that before the 1994 re-
election race, campaign research-
ers looked into the governor’s own
background in an effort to 1dent1fy
potential liabilities.

- Unfortunately, the official con-
ceded, the research into domestic
help only went back as far as the
mid-1980s, when the federal law
prohibiting the hiring of an lllegal
immigrant took effect.

‘Wilson ‘advisers dismissed talk *
that the governor’s credibility on
the issue of illegal immigration has
been compromised. -

““Clearly, there are those who
hope this will somehow discourage
Pete Wilson from continuing to ad-
dress the serious problem of illegal
immigration,” said Fuller. “Nothing
could be further from the truth.” -

Republican political strategist Ed
Rollins agreed that Wilson would be
making a serious mistake to allow
the current flap to drastically alter
his long-range campaign strategy.

“He would be foolish to drop an
issue that has worked so well for
him,” said Rollins, a former adviser

1975 FILE PHOTO
to Huffington. “It may be necessary -Previous marriage: Pete Wilson and his campaign staff

to add a caveat, ‘Look I've had a
problem myself,” but still that
shouldn’t dilute the fact that this
country hasja major immigration
problem.”

are trying to limit the fallout from the revelation that he
and his then-wife, Betty, hired a housekeeper in 1978
who was in the country illegally and they dzdn 't pay the
required Social Security taxes.
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Wilson Flap Underscores
Confusion on Immigration

® Politics: Governor attacks illegal immigrants, but
hired one in '78. How public will react is unclear.

By JENIFER WARREN

and DAN MORAIN
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

Critics accuse them of innumer-
able evils—swamping our hospi-
tals, crowding our schools, draining
our state treasuries. But they also
wax our Volvos, pick the tomatoes
we eat at the salad bar, dust our
pianos and rock our babies to sleep.

Illegal immigrants are the ene-
my, it seems, but they are also an
indispensable, irresistible source of
help.

On Thursday, this persistent
contradiction in America's rela-
tionship with undocumented work -
ers was illuminated once again—
this time, by Gov. Pete Wilson.

- Wilson, who led a hard-edged

assault on illegal immigration
while running ‘for reelection last
year, revealed that he employed
and failed to pay taxes for an
undocumented immigrant begin-
ning in 1978. Wilson said he would
not have hired the woman if He had
known that she had illegally en-

. tered the country, and that he

5 NEWS ANALYSIS i

never intentionally failed to pay
Social Security taxes.

Wilson is not the first politician ®
to make this grim-faced disclosure.
Mike Huffington saw his bid for the
U.S. Senate last year damaged by
revelations that-he employed an
illegal immigrant as a nanny, and _

Please see FLAP, A26




FLAP: Reaction Unclcar

Continued from At
two candidates for U.S. altorney
general—Zoc Baird and Kimba
Wood —were dropped after prob-
lems smfaced over Lhe status of
their domestic help.

Perhaps because it has become
commonplace, Wilson's dilemma
has kindled debate over just what
sort of conductl the public expects
fromits eleeted officinlsg.

Opinions  vary, but one thing
scems clear: The standard for be-
havior shifts, and people will for-
give a lot if they believe that a
candidate can make the trains run
on time,

“Volers are sufficiently eynieal
to suspecet that politicians' behavior
is going to be less than perfect,”
saidd Darry Sragow, a Democratic
political conzultant. “They think
all politicians are self-serving,
rule-bending opportunists. . . .
They want the system to he fixed,
and they vote for whomever they
think will fix it."

Perhaps so, bul Sragow and
other observers believe that elect-
ed officinls —- Wilson among them—
ought Lo do hetter.

“We must demand that our poli-
ticians be law-abiding and consis-
tent in their views,” said Kevin
dnhnson, a professor and immigra-
lion specialist at the UC Davis
School of Law. “We cannol have
politicians who are hypocrites.”

Es!im:\lrs suggest that there are
about 4 million illegal immig-
rants in the United States. About 3
million are employed, with onc-
third working as household domes-
ties.

Surveys of Californians show
that views on immigration are not
firmly cast, and are highly depen-
dent on whether the immigration
in question is legal or illegal.

In September, a [.os Angeles
Times poll found that 88% of
Californians said illegal immigra-
tion was a problem for the state.
But a slim plurality said legal
immigration was not a problem.

More gencerally, the public's
views on illegal immigration mir-
ror prevailing attitudes toward
Congiress: People say they love
their representative, but loathe the
institntion,

“People have always had one
notion of illegal immigration as a
whole, and a very different notion
aboul Jose down the streel,” said
Phillip Martin, a professor of agri-
cultial economies at UC Davis.

Moreover, public pereeptions
change over time. During reces-
sionary periods, sueh as the ecarly
19903, communal anger over illegal
immigration rose based on a helief
that “forcigners” were stealing
jobs or hurdening the govermment.
it when Wilson and his former
wife hired an undocumented work -

cr as a maid back in the 1970s, the
climate-—and the law—were quite
different.

It is difficult to divine whether
Wilson will be hurt by the current
controversy or whether it will
pass. The governor's ex-wife has
assumed full blame for the matter,
and Wilson's campaign chairman,
Craig Fuller, predicted that all
would be forgiven:

“I"air-minded people who know
the facts of this matter will under-
stand that both the law and our
socicty arce very different today
than they were 17 years ago,”
Fuller said in a statement. tiring
undocumented workers, he added,
was legal at the time, although the
Wilsons were required to make
Soclal Security payments for their
maid but failed to do so.

Still, Wilson's actions were dif-
ferent than those committed by
Hulfington, whose hiring of an
undocumented baby-sitter came
after federal law explicitly forbade
it.

And volers' capacily to pardon is
well-documented, as evidenced in
recent annals of political history.
Ronald Reagan had a messy family
life—complete with divorce and
estranged children—but he was
clected twice and remains im-
mensely popular.

President Clinton had a far
heavier load of baggage as a candi-
date—from his alleged philander-
ing to accusations that he dodged
the draft—but managed to land in
the Oval Office nonetheless.

f Wilson is harmed by the new
controversy, political analysts
say, it will be because of his record
as an outspoken ecritic of illegal

immigration. In his gubernatorial
campaign last year, Wilson con-
demned a “flood” of illegal immig-
rants and their burden on society.
And he has promised o raise the
issue again in his 1996 White House
bid.

© “Politicians have exploited the
immigration issuc endlessly, and if
there is a No. 1 offender, it's Pete
Wilson," said I.isa Navarrete of the
National Council of La Raza, a
Latino advocacy group in Wash-
ington. “With this revclation . . .
we know for sure he's a total
hypocrite on this issue.”

Latino activists in Los Angecles
cchoed that view:

“For a policy leader who pur-
ports to have a thorough and
sophisticated understanding of un-
documented immigration to profess
ignorance of the hiring of a mem-
ber of his houschold . . . strains
credulity,” said a statement from

the Mexican American Legal De-
fense and Bducation Fund.

Even fcllow Republicans were
chiding Wilson on ‘Fhursday. Iar-
old Ezell, former western regional
commissioner of the Immigration
and Naturalization Service, la-
mented the governor's “‘double
standard” and said a policy of zero
tolerance on illegal immigration
must be enforced.

“You can't have your cake and
cat it Loo,” Ezell said. “If you're
going Lo really be true to your
convictions—and il you really be-
lieve illegal immigration is a bad
thing—then you have to say,
‘Look, I'm going o do everything |
can to make sure ilicgals don't get
my money.’

“Anything else perpetuates the
system.”

Times political writer Cathleen
Decker contributed to this story from
Los Angelos.
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Wilson Unsure Former
Housekeeper Was Illegal

m Politics: He says records
are lacking and he doesn’t
know status of some
ex-employees. He admits he
may owe Social Security.

By DAVE LESHER-
TIMES STAFF WRITER

SACRAMENTO—Gov. Pete
Wilson, appearing frustrated at his
inability to fully explain a damag-
ing political controversy, told re-
porters Friday he is still uncertain
whether he has ever hired an
illegal immigrant housekeeper or
whether he might possibly have
employed more than one.

Wilson acknowledged that in the
late 1970s, while he was mayor of
San Diego, he and his ex-wife hired
a housekeeper from Mexico who
may have been working in the
United States illegally.

He also said he may have com-
mitted a “serious dereliction” in
not paying Social Security taxes for
the employee.

But he said he is having trouble
ascertaining the facts because his
memory is vague, the housekeeper

Associated Press

Gov. Wilson discusses the case
at Sacramento news conference.

is not cooperating and there are no
employment records.

“We really do not know what
the facts are,” Wilson said, in
discussing the issue for the first
time publicly. “We were under the
impression she was a citizen. . . .

Please see WILSON, A25



WILSON: Governor Uncertain Housekeeper Was Illegal

Continuned from At

Clearly, If we had known [she was
working illegally], we would not
have employed this woman.”

The governor said he has initiat-
ed an investigation of all his former
domestic employces. A longtime
friend who will head the review,
atlorney John Davies of San Dicgo,
cstimated that there are two Lo five
former housckeepers whose work
status is still not known.

Wilson spoke with difficulty in a
soft and raspy voice, demonstrat-
ing how seriously he considers the
issue by violating a doctor's orders
In avaid strenuous speaking after a
minor throat surgery three weeks
ago.

The governor was unruffled in
answering tough questions that
could prove pivotal to the presi-
dential campaign he hopes to
Innnch officially later this month,
Tn a room packed with state and
national reporters, he also issued a
firm warning to the opponents he
suspeets of leaking the controversy
to the press by saying that it will
not prevent him from secking the
While Ilouse or from continuing
his high-profile fight against il-
legal immigration.

“One thing that [ want to make
clear is that those who are skulking
in the shadows feeding this infor-
matinn, il they are entertaining the
hope . . . that this would in some
way silence the debate on immi-
gration, they are woefully mistak-
en,” Wilson =aid. “I intend to
continue to demand reform for the
people of my state and all states.”

Wilson said he first learned
about the possibility that he em-
ployed an illegal immigrant house-
keeper Iast month after a call Lo his
office from his former wife, Belty
Hosic. tlosie, who was divorced
from Wilson in 1983, said in a
statement that she wanted Lo alert
the governor that she did not pay
Social Security taxes for the
honsekeeper, Josefina Klag.

When Kiag was contacled by a
Wilson aide, she said that she was
not iszued a green card Lo work
legally in the U.S. until March,
1979, Klag said she started working
for the Wilsons about a year carli-
er,in 1978,

It the governor said others—
his former wife and a family
fricnd—have Indicated that the
woman might not have worked at
his home until after March, 1979,
when she was apparently a legal
U.S. waorker.

Wilson also emphasized that it
was not illegal to unknowingly
employ an undocumented worker
before 1986, Ulis staff also said
there was no requirement that
employers ask for proof of legal
status.

keeper goes by the names Josefina
and Josefa, Klag and Delgado.

If Klag worked in the Wilsons'
home for three ycars before the
couple’s legal separation in 1981 —
as Klag told the governor's office —
Davies estimated that Wilson
probably owes about $3,000 in
Social Sccurity taxes, penalties and
interest.

Under certain conditions, how-
ever, Davies said that the Wilsons
would not owe any Social Sccurity
taxes. As a result, he said, he is not
certain how much the governor
docs owe, if anything.

Since the controversy was first
revealed Thursday, Wilson critics
have blasted the governor for be-
ing a hypocrite by campaigning
against illegal immigrants when he
had apparently employed one in his
home. During his reelection cam-
paign last year, Wilson was an
oulspoken proponent of Proposi-
tion 187, the controversial ballot
measure approved by voters to
stop health and education benefits
to illegal immigrants.

The criticism continued Friday,
some of il from one of Wilson's
Republican presidential opponents.
“It was unfortunate for Gov. Wil-
son since he has made so much out
of illegal immigration,” Lamar Al-
exander, a former Tennessce gov-
ernor, said in a television inter-
view.

The scandal also spread to the
national airwaves where comedi-
ans and talk show hosts ridiculed
the development. New York's ir-
reverent radio personality, Don
Imus, parodied the governor on his
nationally broadcast program Fri-
day morning. And Jay Leno told
Jokes about Wilson Thursday on
the Tonight Show.

“Ife had no idea she was illcgal,”
Leno joked. “IHe said he thought
everybody’s maid spoke Spanish,
had no Social Security number and
hid when the doorbell rang.”

Despite the controversy, Wilson
said he did not believe the issue
will be a major problem for his
presidential campaign because
volers will understand that if he
did employ an illegal worker, it
was unknowingly.

“I think fair-minded pcople
should make a distinction between
an offense that is knowing and one
that is unknowing,” he said.

Wilson also sald he does not
believe the controversy has com-
promiscd his position on the issuc.

“I am not leading a fight against
undocumented people,” he said. “I
am leading a fight against the
federal government.”

Still, Wilson was left in the
embarrassing position of having to
admit his vulnerability on the il-
legal immigrant issue, even though
he has watched the same issue

Davies said that reconstructing

the facts has also been made diffi-
cult beeause of the uncertain mem-
ories and conflicling storics.

He said Klag has declined to
provide any documentation of her
legal status. And immigration offi-
cials have told the governor's of-
fice that they cannot obtain the
Information without Klag’s per-
mission,

Davies also said he was unaware
of information reported by The
Times on Friday indicating that
Klag was issued her green card in
March, 1979, hecause of her mar-
riage to a 1).S. citizen. According to
records in San Dicgo County Supe-
rior Conrt, Klag separated from her
America husband, Kirk C. Klag,
less than three wecks after they
married in December, 1978.

Klag's current employer, Becky
Irwin in La Jolla, is a fricnd of
Wilson's former wife who told The
Times that she referred the house-
keeper to the Wilsons. She could
not recall, however, whether it was
in 1978 or 1979.

Irwin also said that the house-

damage several other political ca-
reers recently and he is about to
launch a presidential campaign us-
ing illegal immigration as a cor-
nerstone issuc.

Wilson said he thought his back -
ground was checked last year by
his reelection campaign staff.
Based on that assumption, he told
reporters last fall that he never:
employed an undocumented work -
er when he was asked the question
following GOP Senate candidate
Mike Huffington’s confession that
he had hired an illegal immigrant
as a nanny.

Wilson said Friday that he
learned recently that his campaign
staff had only checked the domes-
tic workers he employed back to
1986, when federal law made it a
crime Lo hire an illegal immigrant.
He said his campaign stalf never
talked to his former wife to check
for potential problems.

“Some of you have asked about
other houschold help we've had
over the years and, unfortunately,
I don’t know the answer to that
question,” Wilson said. “But I'm
eager Lo put this issue to rest.”

Times staff writers Michael Granber-
ry, Sebastian Rotella and Chris Kraul In
San Dlego and Patrick McDonnell and
BIli Stall In Los Angeles contributed to
this story.
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‘Wilson Says
He'll Survive
‘Maid Problem

_He renews commitmént
-on illegal immigration

By Robert B. Gunnilson ' '
Chronlecle S8acramento Burean
Sacramento .
Desplte the controversy over
his former housekeeper, an appar-
ently undocumented Immigrant,
Governor Wilson vowed yesterday
-.to press the federal government to
tighten border controls and halt i1-
legal Immigration. S
In a news conference, the Re-
publican presidential aspirant said
he was the victim of unidentified
political opponents who have been
“skulking in the shadows, feeding’
(reporters) this information.”

' “If they are enterlalning any
hope, or if any of the other oppo-
nents of immigration reform think
that this will in some way sllence
the debate on lllegal immigration,
they are woefully mistaken,” said
Wiison, still raspy-voiced from
throat surgery two weeks ago.

 The comments were the first
he has made about Josefina Klag,
the housekeeper he and his ex-
wife employed In the late 1970
while he was mayor of San Diego.

Ne Recolls ‘Somebody’ -

' Although aldes earlier had sald
the governor had “no recollection”
of a housekeeper, Wilson said he
now recalls “somebody” was work-
ing in the small downtown condo-
minlum where he lived st the time.

“I was aware that we had help,”
he sald. “I might have spoken to
her. I probably did.”

! Adding to the tumult yesterday
were reports from Spanish-an-
guage and Mexican hews organiza-’
tlons, including & San Diego paper,’
Hoy, which sald Wilson hired at
least two undocumented workers
while he was mayor of that eity
from 1971 through 1983,

-+ The governor sald he has initl-
ated an Investigation of all his for-:
her domestic employees. A long-
time friend who will head the re--
view, attorney John Davies of San
Diego, estimated that theré are
two to five former housekeepers
whose work status is still not
known. '

" Bolleved She Was Legal

¢ Regarding Kiag, Wilson sald he
and his former wife, Betty, bellev-

. ed the mald was a legal resident bf

the United States when she was

. -hired in 1878 for $25 a day to clgap i

thelr dowhtown residence.

“} cerlainly never would havé
hired this woman If Betty and 1
had known she was in the country
fllegally — If in fact she was,” Wil-
son sald.

“] also never Intentionally fail-

. ed o withhold Soclal Security tax-
. es. That was a serious oversight on

our part,” sald Wilson, a lawyer. “]
blame myself for having assumed
my former wife was aware of th
law." 2

He sald hé became aware of the |
problem In March, when Wilson's
ex-wile Betty Hosle contacted his
office to teport that she had not
pald Soclal Security taxes to house- |
keeper Josefina Klag, belleved to"
be a resident of Tijuana.

Hiring an undocumented im-
migrant was not Jllegal under fed-
eral law until 1888, but employers
have long been tequired to pay So-
clal Securlty. '’ ’

Wilson, a prime supporter of
Proposition 187, the ballot mea-
sure approved in November to halt
government services for lllegal im-
migrants, sald he would not be po-
litically harmed by the disclosiires.

Wilson's lawyer Davies sald
Klag has refused to provide speci!-
Ic information about her immigra-
tion status. i -

The Los Angeles Times report-

_ed that a Josefa Klag was issued a

. green card on March 19, 1879, and

that marriage records in San Diego
show that a Josepha Klag was mar-
rled to Kirk C. Klag In December
1978, and they were separated
within three weeks.

" San Dlego Hoy, however.. re-

. ported that Klag's real name is Jo-

sefina Delgado and that at least
two other people — a domestic and
a gardener — worked for Wilson
while hé was mayor of San Diego.

Citing frlends and relatives of
Klag who requested their names
not be used, the paper reported
that Wilson knéw she was undocu-
mented and that his ex-wife tele-
phoned Klag about & month ago to
ask her hot to tell ahyone that she
hdd worked lllegally for Wilson.

At hls press conferéencé, Wilson

. was asked about the gardener. "I

find that fascihating because we
lived In 8 condominium,” the gov-
ernorsaid, vy etadips s R

' Chronlele stafy iriter Aurelié Rojasd
“contributed to this report. , y =+
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4 missing blood. But
s exaggerated.
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r-the ones collected at the
f the crimes and other
5, it would compromise any
VA test results—the same
that prosecutors consider
stablishing that Simpson’s
s found at the scene of the

nd that blood containing -

tic characteristics of both
nded up in his car and at

ﬁile Matheson agreed that
'D records do not fully

hat missing blood, he said '
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nt of blood that cannot be
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stle-Blowers
$1.2 Million
[TA Case

LICHTBLAU
FE WRITER

government
who claimed they were
€ years ago for exposing
1"a Los Angeles transit
have been paid a total of
an $1.2 million under a
tial settlement with the
litan ‘Transportation Au-
gffﬁcials disclosed Thurs-

I
ks the biggest in a string of
@llements won by transit
&8 who have quietly
g',dmp their: claims of
#t in exchange for six-
&tlements from the MTA
dtractors on the mammoth
subway project.

dhé payouts to whistle-
some awarded in court
.- Please see MTA, A22
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Searchfor
Blast Victims -
NearsanEnd

By RICHARD A. SERRANO

and TONY PERRY
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

OKLAHOMA CITY—Exhausted

and their hopes gone, recovery -

workers said Thursday that they

will sift through one more pile of .

debris deep inside the Alfred P.
Murrah Federal Building and then
declare the search over for victims
of the worst terrorist attack in
American history.

Oklahoma City Fire Chief Gary
Marrs said that officials expect to
post the final death count at 156
with another 13 forever lost in a
twisted grave of steel and concrete.
He said that his team would work

through Thursday night, if neces-

sary, to complete the search.
Among those still missing are

three infants from the building’s -

America’s Kids day-care center.

“The area we're working in is
getling very small,” Marrs said.
“We're going to put a finale to
this.”

In Washington, U.S. Atty. Gen.
Janet Reno, grappling with the
public anguish over the April 19

bombing, as well as the continuing

investigation, said:

“I could never understand what
happened in Oklahoma City. I, for
one, do not understand, cannot
comprehend, anybody that would
do something like [this] or any-
thing related toit:”

She said that the manhunt for
other bombing suspects will con-
tinue, even if “it is a disappoint-
ment that ‘John Doe No. 2' has not
been identified or taken into custo-
dy.”

One bombing suspect—27-year-
old Timothy J. McVeigh, an Army
veteran with ‘a penchant for guns
and a hatred for the government—
has been arrested. i

But investigators believe that a
second man helped rent a yellow
Ryder truck and deliver the bomb
to the front of the office building in

» Plgase see BLA_ST, A20
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th" Whose court settle-
. Were placed in Orange
8 Investment pool could
lions of dollars despite a

et o i 2

Ul LCdsl Hnuplant uugatwn.
Under a settlement reached in

* April, 1994, a group of former

manufacturers, including Dow
Corning, Bristol-Myers Squibb, 3M
Co. and Baxter International,
agreed to fund a settlement of $4.23
billion. Dow Corning was the big-
gest contributor, agreeing to pay $2
billion. While agreeing to the set-
tlement, implant suppliers have
continued to deny their products
hurt anyone. ;

Lawyers for the women met
with companies involved in manu-
facturing or supplying the implants
in Washington on Thursday in an
effort to salvage the settlement.

U.S. District Judge Sam C.
Pointer Jr. in Birmingham, Ala.,
who is overseeing the case, said
Monday that the fund is oversub-
scribed and may be inadequate to
pay the promised benefit of
$105,000 to $1.4 million per claim-
ant.

The lawyers are discussing
whether to increase the size of the
settlement pot to account for the
number of claims—about 400,000
women have registered as claim-
ants so far. If the companies don't
come up with more money, women
would be faced with accepting
significantly less compensation for

Please see IMPLANTS, A13

TIMES STAFF WRITERS

WASHINGTON — White House
Deputy Counsel Bruce R. Lindsey,
a close friend and political confi-
dant of President Clinton, has been
notified formally that he is a “tar-
get” of the government's White-
water investigation and could be
indicted for actions that he alleg-
edly took during Clinton’s 1990
gubernatorial campaign, sources
said Thursday.

If independent counsel Kenneth
W. Starr persuades a federal grand
jury to indict Lindsey, the White
House lawyer would be the high-
est-ranking current Administra-

. tion official ensnared in the

lengthy, wide-ranging investiga-
tion, which began with allegations
aimed primarily at Clinton and his
wife, First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton. .

Lindsey’s indictment would be a
devastating personal blow to Clin-
ton, who relies on his longtime
friend for advice on a broad range
of political and private matters,
Rarely does -Clinton leave the
White House without the slender,
bespectacled Lindsey at his side.

It would move Starr's investiga-
tion to its closest point to the
President and, if Lindsay agreed to

Please see LINDSEY, A13

Governor’s Campaign Airs

By DAVE LESHER
TIMES STAFF WRITER

SACRAMENTO—Gov. Pete
Wilson's fledgling campaign for
President on Thursday tried to
control the damage from his ad-
mission that he once hired an
illegal immigrant housekeeper and
failed to pay her employment tax-
es, but officials also acknowledged
that they still don't know the
extent of the problem.

Wilson aides said the house-
keeper told them she obtained a

- green card for legal employment in

1979, about a year after she was
hired by Wilson, who was then
mayor of San Diego, and his former
wife. But the woman—identified
by the campaign as Josefina Klag
of Tijuana—has refused to help the
campaign document her legal sta-
tus because she is afraid of the
public scrutiny.

‘More on Immigrant Issue

Federal immigration records and
other sources checked by The
Times, however, indicate that the
housekeeper obtained a permit to
work in the United States after she
married an American citizen for
less than three weeks in 1978,
about the time she started working
for the Wilsons.

An attorney investigating the

® TIMING BAD FOR WILSON
Disclosure about housekeeper
comes at critical juncture. A3

issue for the Wilson campaign said
he is also still trying to determine
how much the governor and his
former wife owe in back taxes and
penalties, since they have been
unable to locate any records of the
employment. In a memo to the
governor dated Wednesday, the
attorney estimated that the liabili-

Please see WILSON, A24

Wilson Flap Underscores
Confusion on Immigration
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WILSON: More on Controversy

Continued from A1
ty might be about $3,000 in back
taxes and penalties.

Wilson was returning to Califor-
nia from New York on Thursday
and unavailable for comment, but
his campaign officials responded to
a flurry of media inquiries by
relecasing a scries of documents
outlining their investigation to date
and including statements from the
governor and his former wife.

Campaign chairman Craig Fuller
also said that the disclosure will
not prevent Wilson from making
illegal immigration a cornerstone
of his presidential campaign, as he
did during his reelection as gover-
nor last year. Fuller said he expects
Wilson will be criticized, but he
should actually be “‘commended for
seeking the facts and taking appro-
priate action.”

“Clearly there are those who
hope that this will somehow dis-
courage Pete Wilson from continu-
ing to address the serious problem
of illegal immigration—nothing
could be further from the truth,”
Fuller said. “Although we fully
expect some people to continue to
try to exploit this incident for their
own political purposes, we believe
that it will have no lasting effect on
our campaign’s success."”

Wilson and his former wife,
Betty Hosie, were separated and
divorced in 1981, about three years
after they hired the housckeeper at
their condominium in San Diego.
Both said in statements that they
never inquired about the woman'’s
legal status when she was hired
and they were unaware that she
had not been a documented worker
until the housckeeper told a Wilson
campaign investigator last month.

“l have no ideca whether her
statement is true and accurate, but
I do know that if it is, I first learned
of her possible illegal status when
John told me,” the governor said in
a statement relecased Thursday,
referring to his longtime friend and
adviser, attorney John Davies.

The housekeeper told Wilson
aides that she was given a green
card to work legally in the United
States on March 19, 1979.

Sources at the U.S. Immigration
and Naturalization Service said
they have a record of a £2-year-old
woman named Josefa Klag who
was issued a green card on the
same date. The records indicate
that the woman is also known as
Josefa Delgado and she became a

“permanent legal resident” in 1979
because of her marriage to a U.S. .

citizen.
Marriage records at the San

Diego County Courthouse indicate

that Josefa Delgado was married to
Kirk C. Klag in December, 1978,
and that the two separated three
weeks later. ]

Klag is currently employed in La
Jolla at the home of Becky Irwin.
Irwin said Klag told her on Tues-
day that the controversy about her
employment was about to erupt
and that she would be temporarily
unable to work. X

“She doesn’t want to talk to
anybody,” Irwin said. “She’s very
upset by this. She didn’t do any-
thing wrong.”

Hosie, who worked as a real
estate broker at the time, said in
her statement that she, not her
former husband, was responsible
for the housekeeper’s employment.
Hosie said she called Wilson's of -
fice in March to alert him that she
did not pay the Social Security
taxes on their employee before he
officially launches his presidential

" campaign later this month.

At her residence in La Jolla on
Thursday, Hosie posted a sign for
reporters that read, “Private Prop-
erty. Keep Out. No Statements.”

ut Hosie's role in excusing her

husband's actions also trig-
gered complaints Thursday that
Wilson was not accepting respon-
sibility for his household and, in-
stead, he was hiding behind his
ex-wife.

Former Republican Education
Secretary William Bennett, who
crossed swords with Wilson last
year by opposing California’s anti-
illegal immigrant ballot measure,
Proposition 187, was critical of
Wilson's response.

“Say you made a mistake . . .
don’t say she did it, she did it,” he
said. “This is not what I would call
virile Republicanism. It really isn't
manly, which I think [is] some-
thing men should still try to do.”

In Washington, Democrats who
have watched several of President
Clinton’s nominees be stung by the
issue were also quick to hoot at
Wilson and accuse him of a sexual
double standard. “How come Re-
publican men always get to blame
these things on their wives?” de-
manded one White House adviser.

Other critics lined up in Califor-
nia on Thursday to blast the gover-
nor for acting like a hypocrite by
taking a hard line against illegal
immigrants when he now admits
that he employed one in his home.

*“This is a man of no principle, no
shame and, when convenient, no
memory,” Democratic state chair-
man Bill Press said at a news
conference in Los Angeles.

He also released a copy of a

o
letter to U.S. Atty. Gen. Janet
Reno asking for “a complete inves-
tigation.”

Both supporters and critics of
Wilson were also assessing the
impact that the issue might have
on the governor’s presidential
campaign. The political speculation
was complex because the issue has
elements that could both modify
and exacerbate the damage to Wil-
son.

On one hand, for example, Klag
worked in Wilson’s home long
ago—between 14 and 17 years
ago—when it was not illegal to hire
an undocumented worker. Califor-
nia law prevented the practice only
when. the employer knowingly
hired an illegal immigrant. And the
federal law sanctioning employers
was not passed until 1986, when
Wilson was a U.S. senator and
voted in favor of the measure.

“The official line from the [Clin-
ton] Administration is that failing
to pay Social Security [taxes] is not
disqualifying” for its appointees,
saild William Schneider, an inde-
pendent political analyst in Wash-
ington. “Had he broken the law
when he hired the person, it prob-
ably would have demolished his
campaign. But there are lots of
extenuating circumstances.”

On the other hand, Schneider
added that the issue could blunt
Wilson's hopes of staking his presi-
dential campaign on the issue of
illegal immigration. It could also
stain the image that Wilson
brought to the presidential cam-
paign of a bulletproof candidate
with a clean reputation that has
survived four rigorous California
campaigns.

“The worst part about this is that
one of the assets Wilson brought to
this process is that people thought
he ran really good campaigns and
he had been tested in the toughest
campaign process in the country,”
said Bill Carrick, a Democratic
political consultant. “Now, here
people are getting surprised on
something that goes right to the
core of one of his right-wing
credentials.”

The issue is also likely to fuel a
national debate that has surround-
ed a number of similar cases re-
cently, involving questions about
the responsibility public officials
have for their domestic helpers,
sometimes in the distant past.

Even if Wilson did not know
about the woman's lcgal status,
critics have questioned whether
public officials active on the issue
of immigration have an obligation
to go beyond the law’s require-
ments in their personal lives.
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fiven if Wilson did not know
sut the woman's legal status,
liecs have questioned whether
blic officials active on the issue
immigration have an obligation
go beyond the law’s require-
*nts in their personal lives.

In California, the issue was
raised last year when Republican
U.S. Senate candidate Mike Huf-
fington admitted in the final weeks
of his race that he employed an
illegal immigrant nanny at his
home for more than four years,
ending shortly before he an-
nounced his candidacy in 1991.
Unlike Wilson’s case, Huffington
acknowledged that he violated

- federal law by knowingly employ-

ing an illegal immigrant after the
1986 employer-sanction bill was
passed.

Huffington, however, attacked
rival Democratic U.S. Sen. Dianne
Feinstein for a situation that ap-
pears similar to Wilson’s. Feinstein
claimed that she was unaware of
the legal status of her housekeeper
during the early 1980s.

For many, it was a surprise to
hear that Wilson had been caught
in the same political trap. Since the
issue has caused so many problems
for other public officials and Wil-
son has been outspoken on illegal
immigration, many assumed his
background had been thoroughly
checked by the governor or others.

“If this had happened [last] Oc-
tober, he wouldn't be governor
today,” State Sen. President Pro
Tem Bill Lockyer (D-Hayward)
said.

When the revelation was made
about Huffington last October,
Wilson told reporters that he had
never knowingly hired an illegal
immigrant domestic worker. But
Thursday, Wilson aides said the
governor has only researched his
own background to 1986, when the
federal law was passed.

“Prior to that, this was not
illegal, so there was no further
research done,” Wilson spokesman
Dan Schnur said.

ccording to the documents re-

leased by Wilson's office
Thursday, the governor's former
wife called his office March 29 out
of concern that the violation of
Social Security tax laws might
damage Wilson's presidential cam-
paign.

Wilson subsequently asked his
friend, Davies, to investigate the
matter. Davies wrote in a memo to
the governor that, during the re-
view, the housckeeper acknowl-
edged for the first time that she
was not a legal resident when she
accepted the job in Wilson's home.

The Wilson attorney, who asked
not to be identified, said Klag was
referred to Betty Hosie by a co-
worker at a real estate brokerage.
He said Klag currently lives in
Tijuana and still works for the
friend in La Jolla.

He said Hosie believed that Klag
lived in San Diego when the Wil-
sons hired her. Klag was employed

to clean the couple’s condominium
once a week for $25. Hosie main-
tained Klag as a housekeeper until
Hosie remarried in 1992.

Wilson married his current wife,
Gayle, in 1983.

Hosie said in her statement that
she was unaware she had to pay
taxes on the housekeeper until the
mid-1980s. After that, she said she
did not pay because she “procrasti-
nated.”

Although Wilson officials insist-
ed the governor did not know
about Klag's status, aides also at-
tempted Thursday to finger Cali-
fornia Democrats for digging up
the story and leaking it to the
Washington Post.

Privately, they said they also
believe Wilson's 1994 rival, Demo-
crat Kathleen Brown, knew about
the issue last year and declined to
use it because she had a similar
conflict in her own household.

A former Brown aide said Friday
that a thorough check of the
Democratic candidate’'s back-
ground was made last year, prov-
ing that “she was free and clear.”
Other Brown officials said they
knew of rumors last year about an
illegal immigrant employee in Wil-
son'’s houschold.

“We had a suspicion that, in
view of the fact that Pete Wilson

. lived in San Diego, that it might be
the case,” said Clint Reilly,

Brown's former manager. “But we
never were able to confirm it.”

Wilson officials insisted that
they did not leak the information to
the Post in hopes of clearing the
issue before the presidential cam-
paign gains steam this fall. They
acknowledged, however, that they
cooperated with the newspaper by
providing information from their
own investigation and refusing to
share the governor’s response with
California newspapers.

The attorney investigating Wil-
son's case said the governor was
planning to release the information
himself when their internal review
was complete.

Other political activists specu-
lated that the disclosure about
Wilson was developed by investi-
gators working for the governor's
leading presidential rivals, Sen.
Robert Dole and Phil Gramm.

Contributing to this story were
Times staff writers Ronald Brownstein,
James Bornemeler and Gebe Martinez
In Washington, Carl Ingram, Dan Mo-
rain and Max Vanzl In Sacramento,
Michael Granberry in La Jolla and BIll
Stall and Patrick McDonnell in Los
Angeles.
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‘Wilson’s Memory Vague on Hiring of Housekeeper

By DAVE LESHER
TIMES STAFF WRITER

SACRAMENTO—Gov. Pete Wilson, ap-
pearing frustrated at his inability to fully
explain a damaging political controversy,
told reporters Friday that he is still
uncertain whether he ever hired an illegal
immigrant housckeeper or whether he
might possibly have employed more than
one.

Wilson acknowledged that in the late
1970s—while he was mayor of San Diego—
he and his ex-wife hired a housckeeper
from Mexico who may have been working
in the U.S. illegally.

He also said he may have committed a
“serious dereliction” in not paying Social
Security taxes for the employce.

But he said he is having trouble ascer-
taining the facts because his memory is

vague, the housekeeper is not cooperating
and there are no employment records.

“We really do not know what the facts
are,” Wilson said, in discussing the issue
for the first time publicly. “We were under
the impression she was a citizen. . . .
Clearly, if we had known [she was working
illegally], we would not have employed
this woman."”

The governor said he has initiated an
investigation of all his former domestic
employees. A longtime friend who will
head the review, attorney John Davies of
San Dicgo. estimated there are between
two and five former housekeepers whose
work status is still not known.

Wilson spoke with difficulty in a soft and
raspy voice, demonstrating how seriously
he considers the issue by violating a
doctor's orders to avoid strenuous speaking
after a minor throat surgery three weeks

ago.
The governor was unruffled in answer-
ing tough questions ‘that could prove
pivotal to the presidential campaign he
hopes to launch officially later this month.
To a room packed with state and national
reporters, he also issued a firm warning to
the opponents he suspects of leaking the
controversy to the press by saying that it
will not prevent him from secking the
White House or from continuing his high-

profile fight against illegal immigration.
“One thing that [ want to make clear is
that those who are skulking in the shadows
feeding this information. if they are enter-
taining the hope . . . that this would in
some way silence the debate on immi-
gration, they are woefully mistaken.” Wil-
son said. "I intend to continue to demand
reform for the people of my state and all
Plense see WILSON, A26



WILSON: Opponents Warned on Leaks

Continued from A1l
states.”

Wilson said he first learned
about the possibility that he em-
ployed an illegal immigrant house-
keeper last month following a call
to his office from his former wife,
Betty Hosie. Hosie, who was di-
vorced from Wilson in 1983, said in
a statement that she wanted to
alert the governor that she did not
pay Social Security taxes for the
housekeeper, Josefina Klag.

When Klag was contacted by a
Wilson aide, she said that she was
not issued a green card to work
legally in the U.S. until March
1979. Klag said she started working
for the Wilsons about a year earlier
in 1978.

But the governor said others—
his former wife and another family
friend—have indicated that the
woman might not have worked at
his home until after March 1979,
when she was apparently a legal
U.S. worker.

Wilson also emphasized that it
was not illegal to unknowingly
employ an undocumented worker
before 1986. His staff also said
there was no requirement that
employers ask for proof of legal
status.

Davies said that reconstructing
the facts has also been made diffi-
cult because of the uncertain mem-
ories and conflicting stories.

He said Klag has declined to
provide any documentation of her
legal status. And immigration offi-
cials have told the governor’s of-
fice that they cannot obtain the
information without Klag’s per-
mission.

Davies also said he was unaware
of information reported by The
Times on Friday indicating that
Klag was issued her green card in
March 1979 due to her marriage to
a U.S. citizen. According to records

in San Diego County Superior
Court, Klag separated from her
America husband, Kirk C. Klag,

. less than three weeks after they

married in December, 1978.

Klag’s current employer, Becky
Irwin in La Jolla, is a friend of
Wilson’s former wife who told The
Times that she referred the house-
keeper to the Wilsons. She could
not recall, however, whether it was
in 1978 or 1979.

Irwin also said that the house-
keeper goes by the names Josefina,
Josefa, Klag and Delgado.

If Klag worked in the Wilson’s
home for three years before the
couple’s legal separation in 1981 —
as Klag told the governor’s office—
Davies estimated that Wilson
probably owes about $3,000 in
Social Security taxes, penalties and
interest.

Under certain conditions, how-
ever, Davies said that the Wilsons
would not owe any Social Security

taxes. As a result, he said, he is not -

certain how much the governor
should owe, if anything.

Since the controversy was first
revealed on Thursday, Wilson crit-
ics have blasted the governor for
being a hypocrite by campaigning
against illegal immigrants when he
had apparently employed one in his
home. During his reelection cam-
paign last year, Wilson was an
outspoken proponent of Proposi-
tion 187, the controversial ballot
measure approved by voters to
stop health and education benefits
toillegal immigrants.

The criticism continued Friday,

including from one of Wilson's
Republican presidential opponents. '

“It was unfortunate for Gov. Wil-
son since he has made so much out
of illegal immigration,” Lamar Al-
exander, a former Tennessee gov-
ernor, said in a television inter-
view.

The scandal also spread to the
national airwaves where comedi-
ans and talk show hosts ridiculed
the development. New York’s ir-
reverent radio personality, Don
Imus, parodied the governor on his
nationally broadcast program Fri-
day morning. And Jay Leno told
jokes about Wilson Thursday on
the Tonight Show.

“He had no idea she was illegal,”
Leno joked. “He said he thought
everybody’s maid spoke Spanish,
had no Social Security number and
hid when the doorbell rang.”

Despite the controversy, Wilson
said he did not believe the issue
will be a major problem for his
presidential campaign because
voters will understand that if he
did employ an illegal worker, it
was unknowingly.

“I think fair-minded people
should make a distinction between

Please see WILSON, A28
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Contlmled from A26
" an offense that is knowing and one
' that is unknowing,” he said.

Wilson also said he does not
believe the controversy has com-
promised hig position on the issue.

“I am not leading a fight against
. undocumented people,” he said. “I
am leading a fight against the
federal government.”

Still, Wilson was left in the
embarrassing position of having to
admit his vulnerability on the il-
- legal immigrant issue, even though

he has watched the same issue
" damage several other political ca-
‘ reers recently and he is about to
launch a presidential campaign us-
" ing illegal immigration as a cor-
' nerstone issue.

Wilson said he thought his back-
.ground was checked last year by
__his reelection campaign staff.
<Based on that assumption, he told
“roeporters last fall that he never
employed an undocumented work-
er when he was asked the question
following GOP Senate candidate
Mike Huffington's confession that
he had hired an illegal immigrant
asananny.

Wilson said Friday that he
learned recently that his campaign
staff had only checked the domes-
uc workers he employed back to

e

Memory Vague

1986 when federal law made it a
crime to hire an illegal immigrant.
He said his campaign staff never
talked to his former wife to check
for potential problems.

“Some of you have asked about
other household help we've had
over the years and, unfortunately,
I don’t know the answer to that
question,” Wilson said. “But I'm
eager to put this issuc to rest.”

Times staff writers Michael Granber-
ry, Sebastian Rotella, Chrls Kraul In
San Dlego, Patrick McDonnell and BIil
Stall In Los Angeles contributed to
this story.
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Wilson

SACRAMENTO —_GoviePeté
Wilsonjzhisbudding presidential
campaign in crisis, says-informa===
tioniabout-heshiringsof<an:illegal .-
immigrant.maid snearly-twodec-
ades:ago:was-disclosed :by.shad-.
owy,-unidentified ‘enemies™

“I ~can’t=prove swhow=it “is,%80 I wx

won’t-publiely-speculate;” Wilson
said Friday.at.a Capitolnews con-
ference, his voice rasping from re-
cent vocal chord surgery.

But, he said, “one.thing.J . want.

to.make clear;and that is that.if- ¥

those -who are skulking inzthe
shadows, “feeding " .this .informa--
tion, if they are entertaining any”
hope, -or if any:of the:other:oppo-
nents - sof =simmigration :zreform «*
think-that this‘willsin®some way=+
silence ;the:debate“on-illegal -im-~
migration;:they are-woefully mis="
taken.”: >

The Republican governor used
illegal immigration as the corner-
stone of his re-election campaign
last year, and it is at the center of
his fledgling presidential cam-

aign. He is to formally announce
ﬁis presidential candidacy later
this month. ’

The maid conteroversy “doesn’t
change either the announcement
or its scheduling one single iota,”
Wilson strategist Dan Schnur
said.

Wilson *told “reporters =that*“he™
and his former wife;*Betty Hosie}"

A

Associated Press

.Grim-faced California Gov. Pete Wilson addresses reporters at the

Capitol in Sacramento Friday over the controversy of hiring an illegal
immigrant as a maid. Wilson said he and his former wire, Betty Hosie,
were under the impression the maid was a U.S. citizen.

AAAAA

were#under’the impression-thats=confirmed»Wilson §&id "“We'siim=»

she{thesmaid)was-a‘citizen”*t  plysstill«do:not -know.’

“Clearly if we had known, we
would never have employed this
woman,” he added.

He also warned against con-
cluding that the maid, Josefina
Klag, was illegally in the United
States.

“The“report+that -this sperson™"

was‘in the country illegally-is.un-

L) ~

Wilson##sgdid““he:sknew-sthey
should+have paid Social Security:
taxes.and -assumed .that-his-ex--
wife, .who-handledall"household

expens§es, was paying them.

“I blame myself for having as-
sumed my former wife was aware
of the law,” Wilson said, stressing
repeatedly that they didn’t know-

B

- - -

#

%!

ingly fail to pay taxes.
e”has contended sthat:Hosie
hired :Klag starting:in1978:She
worked one day a:week;*starting
at $25 a day and eventually mak-
ing#$50 a"day .~
Democrats have assailed his ex--
planations as hard to believe and
demanded an investigation. Some
of Wilson’s GOP presidential ri-
vals also took shots. =

Wilson*was re-elected last year«|

on .a.platform-of-denying .educa-
tion;welfare and other benefits to-
illegal immigrants: =~

P
Wilsonsaid he-had his staff in--

vestigate-the *situation-after-his-
ex-wife.told .his.aides-last-month-
about:the :unpaid-taxes.sHe and
his ex-wife will pay the debt, as
well as any penalties or fines, as
soon as the Internal Revenue
Service determines the total.

Wilson’s lawyer, John Davies,
estimated the bill at $3,000,
“about $500 in taxes, a couple
hundred in penalties, and the
rest in interest.”

Hiring an undocumented immi-:
grant.was-not=illegal “under-fed--
eralJaw.in.1978,:but<employers

_have=always“béen*required ' to

says critics ‘skulking in the shadows’

State ,law .at . the_time.,banned=*housekeeper, and kept her on the
Californians from knowingly.hir-.. payroll for 11 years after the cou-
ingillegal immigrants.... ple were divorced in 1981. Klag
Wilson aides have stressed that achieved legal status in 1979.
Hosie was the one who hired the =
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TAX, INMIGRATION WOES PLAGUE PUBLIC FIGURES

In the two years since illegal immigration became a major battleground, the laws governing the employment of household workers hove dogged politicians from both parties.

Loe Baird

B Jonvary 1993:
Attorney General
condidate Zoe Baird
withdrew her nomination
ofter revelations during
her confirmafion hearings
that she employed
undocumented workers in
her household ond
knowingly neglected to
pay their Social Security
taxes.

Wood
M February 1993: Kimba
Wocod, the federal judge
nominated for attorney
general ofter the Baird
revelations, withdrew her
nome when it turned out
she, too, had hired an
illegal immigrant as a
baby sitter. Unlike Baird,
Wood had paid the
required taxes.

Kimba

r

Ron Brown

22 3 L

M February 1993:
Commerce Secretary
Ron Brown revealed that
he discovered in January
that he should have
been paying Social
Security taxes for a
three-hour-a-week
employee. He has since
paid the back taxes.

Bobby Ray Inman

President Clinton’s choice
for defense secretary, did
not pay Social Security
foxes for a household
worker who was a U.S.
citizen until after he was
selected to replace Les
Aspin. Inman ultimately
withdrew his name for
other reasons.

Michael Hutfington

M December 1993: Retired W October 1994:
Admiral Bobby Ray Inman, Michael Huffington, an

B November 1

outsp P
illegal immigration in his
race for the U.S. Senate,
admitted he employed
an undocumented
immigrant for four years
to care for his children,
ond he promised to pay
all back taxes.

[ of

officials vltima

woman was in
legally but did
permit to work

private employer.

Dionne Feinstein

California Senator Dianne
acknowledged
that she employed a
Guatemalan woman as a
housekeeper. Federal

determined that the

Pete Wilson
B May 1995: Governor
Wilson, confirmed that
from 1978 through 1981
an undocumented woman
worked as a part-time
maid in his home. Wilson
said he leamed about a
month ago that the maid
did not have a green card,
and that he and his ex-
wife, Betty Hosie, never
poaid Social Security taxes.

994:

tely
the country

not have a
for o
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Juestion Is, How Much of Wilson's Time Will It Take to Explain?

)anger in taking up
ssue of immigration

By Marc Sandalow
Chronicle Washington Bureau

‘ashington

Few believe that neglecting to
1y $3,000 in taxes 17 years ago on
shalf of an undocumented im-
iigrant housekeeper is enough
) knock someone out of a presi-
ential race.

But for Pete Wilson, who has
rade a hard line against illegal
nmigrants the centerpiece of his
olitical identity, the issue is a
owder keg.

The governor’s credibility has
iready been called into question
or running for president after
promising Cali-

fornia voters that
NEWS he would not do
ANALYSIS| so and for por-

traying himself
san anti-tax crusader after over-
eeing the largest state tax in-
rease in the nation’s history.
Now, he will be forced to rec-
ncile two years of forceful state-
nents against illegal immigrants
vith his admission that as mayor
f San Diego he may have em-
rloyed one for three years.
Yesterday, the Wilson cam-
>aign quickly tried to defuse the
ssue, saying that before 1988
here were no laws against hiring

undocumented immigrants and
that not paying Social Security
taxes, for which the governor’'s
ex-wife has already taken the
blame, was at worst an inadver-
tent error.

Page One, Washington Post

But no amount of faxes, inter-
views or conference calls with re-
porters could undo the public re-
lations damage done to the fledg-
ling campaign. The first front-
page mention of Wilson’s presi-
dential bid in the influential
Washington Post came yesterday,
with a headline disclosing the lat-
est controversy.

Some of Wilson’s GOP rivals
for the nomination wasted no
time exploiting the issue.

“I just look at it as a part of a
pattern,” said Lamar Alexander’s
spokesman Dan McLagan. “(Wil-
son has) made a career out of say-
ing one thing and doing another.
Saying that Pete Wilson is incon-
sistent is like saying the sun is go-
ing to rise in the East.”

Most GOP rivals, however,
have refused to comment — lead-
ing some to speculate that they
first want to be certain that simi-
lar skeletons are not lurking in
their own closets.

A whole generation of politi-
cians have become concerned
over the issue since President
Clinton’s original nominee for at-

torney general, Zoe Baird, was
forced to drop out after problems
arose over her domestic help.
Shortly thereafter, four members
of Congress stepped forward to
say that they had hired undocu-
mented immigrants.

And last fall, just 10 days be-
fore election day, it was revealed
that California’s U.S. Senate can-
didate Michael Huffington had
employed an illegal immigrant to
care for his children.

Weracity . . . Important’

“Veracity is what is impor-
tant,” Huffington said yesterday
in an interview. “I don’t think the
fact that they had one (an undoc-
umented immigrant worker)
should be an issue, because those
aren't the kind of things we vote
on,” Huffington said. “But how it
is handled, that is the issue.

“If just his wife (knew about
it). it shouldn’t have any effect on
him. If in fact he knew aboutit...
and for any reason didn’t say any-
thing, that could be a major prob-
lem,” Huffington said.

Wilson maintained in a state-
ment that he was unaware of the
situation until his -ex-wife
brought it to his attention just
five weeks ago.

In a conference call with re-
porters, a Wilson associate who

refused to be identified said that

it never occurred to the governor

previously that he might have
hired an undocumented house-
keeper because he never even
knew he had a housekeeper.
During his years as mayor of
San Diego, Wilson “went to work
early in the morning and never
came home until late at night,”
and probably assumed that his
wife had done the cleaning, the

associate said.

That explanation may have
difficulty withstanding the scru-
tiny of a presidential campaign.

“I'm a little, let's just say, ever
so slightly skeptical,” said James
Carville, President Clinton’s polit-
ical adviser, his voice dripping
with sarcasm.

Carville said he expects that
the issue is “going to dog him and
it's going to hurt him.” But unless
Wilson is caught in a lie, he said, it
is an issue that will probably fade
befare any votes are cast for pres-
ident.

Not Necessarily Fatal

“If he's not lying ... and he
becomes the Republican nomi-
nee, I don’t think that this in and
of itself is fatal to his chances,”
Carville said.

That analysis is shared by Huf-
fington.

“It's come out so far in ad-
vance of any of the (primaries), I.
think it will be totally irrelevant,”

Huffington said. “What matters
here is whether he is telling the
_truth.”

Still, because Wilson has done
almost a complete turnaround on
the issue of illegal immigration in
recent years, the admission that
he employed an undocumented
immigrant may linger. In 1886,
then-Senator Wilson voted for a

" program that would guarantee
California growers a permanent
supply of low-cost workers. But
after discovering rising voter re-
sentment against illegal immi-
grants during his re-election bid,
Wilson made Proposition 187 the
cornerstone of his campaign.

- There can be little doubt that
Wilson will have to spend time
addressing the issue. His aides
said they doubt it will have a last-
ing effect, but political insiders as
far away as New Hampshire said
they expect that their voters will
want a full explanation.

“Credibility is important to
New Hampshire voters,” said
Charlie Arlinghaus, executive di-
rector of the Republican Party in
New Hampshire, where Wilson
will face his first primary test in
February: “If he didn’t do any-
thing illegal, then it's probably
not a big deal. Voters here care
more about taxes than immigra-
tion. ... But he's gong to have to
talk to the voters about that.”
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Wilson orders
hiring review
Will check all domestic help

By Ken Chavez

Bee Capitol Bureau

Gov. Pete Wilson ordered a-wider investigation in-
torthe history of his domestic help Friday, saying he
wants to check the backgrounds of “every individual
whe’s done any household work for my family,” as re-
ports circulated that he may have hired more than
one undocumented immigrant.

“Some of you have asked about other household
help we've had over the years, and, unfortunately, I
don’t know the answer to that question,” Wilson said
at a Capltol news conference. “But I am eager 'oo Qut

this issue to rest.” -

Wilson said his judicial appointments secretary‘.
John Davies, a lawyer and longtime-friend, will take
a leave of absence from government service to con- -
duct the investigation. s

The Republican governor’s order for a more thor-

Please see WILSON, back page; A24 :



Wilson: Says disclosur

Continued from page Al

ough look into whether his house-
hold help had legal residency
comes in the wake of revelations
this week that Josefina Klag, a
ho_usekeeper once employed by
Wilson and hig former wife, re-
portedly said she was in the coun-
try illegally when they hired her.

One Spanish-language newspa-
per, San:Diegp Hoy, Friday quoted
anonymous friends of the woman
as-having said that other undocu-
mented immigrants also may
have worked at the Wilson house-
ho.ld in the late 1970s. At the time,

ilson was mayor of San Diego.

While Wilson and his ex-wife,
Betty Hosie, said they did not
know whether their housekeeper
was a legal resident at the time,
they admit to failing to pay Social
Security taxes on her behalf as re-
quired by federal law.

In 1992, the disclosure that Zoe
Baird, President Clinton’s first
nominee for U.S, attorney gener-
al, had hired undocumented do-
mestic help and failed to pay So-
cial Security taxes sparked debate
over the issue. Baird ultimately
withdrew from consideration,

On Friday, Wilson said he as-

sumed his former wife, who has
taken responsibility for hiring and
paying Klag, also had withheld
Social Security tax money from
the housekeeper’s checks.

“That’s where I think I was der-
elict,” Wilson said. “] simply as-
sumed she knew that. I should not
have assumed it.”

The gravelly voiced governor,
still recuperating from throat sur-
gery three weeks ago, faced a
horde of reporters and television
cameras in an effort to stem the
controversy that has rocked his
fledgling campaign for the Repub-
lican presidential nomination.

Wilson galvanized national sup-
port against undocumented immi-
gration during his re-election
drive last year. He also champi-
oned Proposition 187, the voter-
approved state ballot measure
that seeks to deny social services
to undocumented immigrants.

Wilson said he does not believe
the current controversy will dam-
age his presidential prospects — or
force him to give up any moral
ground on the immigration issue.

“I' don’t think this will have any
serious impact on my campaign
for president or my ability to bring
change as governor,” Wilson said.

Others disagree.

“This is his own little Water-
gate,” said state Sen. Richard Po-
lanco, D-Los Angeles. “He does
not deserve the right to run for
president. He should fold up his
tent and come back home to Calj-
fornia.”

Shortly after mentioning his
presidential campaign during the
45-minute news conference, . Wil-
son turned defiant. B/reaking from

€s won't harm his

(2
Bee/Mitcn Toll

Gov. Pete Wilson answers questions Friday at the Capitol atter an-
nouncing he has ordered a probe of his past domestic hiring.

his prepared text, he issued a
warning to unnamed foes whom
he appeared to blame for leaking
information on his one-time
housekeeper to the media:

“One thing I want to make
clear, and that is, if those who are
skulking in the shadows feeding
this information ... think this
will in some way silence the de-
bate on illegal immigration, they
are woefully mistaken. I intend to
continue to demand reform.”

Asked who he thought responsi-
ble for spreading the information,
Wilson said, “I can’t prove who it
is so I can’t publicly speculate.”

Later, he said, “Somebody, obvi-
ously, has been feeding this to re-
porters. I can’t say who it is. I
don’t know.”

Bob Mulholland, a senior advis-
er to the state Democratic Party,
was among many to suggest the
information may have been leak-
ed to East Coast newspapers by
one of Wilson'’s potential rivals for
the GOP presidential nomination,
Sen. Bob Dole of Kansas.

“He’s not running against Kath-
leen Brown now,” Mulholland
said, referring to Wilson’s Demo-
cratic rival in last year’s race for
governor. “He’s running against
the big boys.”

Officials of the Dole campaign
denied any involvement.

Michael Reese, an adviser to the
Brown campaign, said her team
was aware of the rumors Wilson
had employed an undocumented
immigrant but “couldn";« prove it.”

!

presidential chances

He also dismissed speculatior.
that Brown was reluctant to use
the information®because she had
hiring problems of her own. -

Meanwhile, San Diego Hoy re-
ported that Wilson's former wife
told Klag she was trying to track
down a gardener who had worked
at the Wilson home in the late
1970s. The paper quoted un-
named friends of Klag who said
the gardener was an undocument-
ed worker at the time. Another
source said a relative of Klag's, al-
so undocumented, had been em-
ployed at the Wilson home.

Asked about the gardener Fri-
day, Wilson said, “I find that fasci-
nating because we lived in a con-
dominium and the (lawn) care
was (handled) by the homeowners
association.”

Wilson and his aides also said
they are not certain Klag, now 52,
was an undocumented immigrant
when she worked for the governor
because they could not determine
when she began work in their
home. Klag, however, told an aide
to Davies that she was not a legel
resident for the first year of her
employment with Wilson. <

The U.S. Immigration and Na--
uralization Service confirmed Fri-
day that Klag received permanent
resident status on March 19:
1979, after marrying an Americarz
citizen. Her official entry date into
the United States is listed as Jap.
23, 1979.

Marriage records at the San
Diego County Courthouse show
that a Josefa Delgado married
Kirk C. Klag in December 197§.
They separated three weeks later.
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Wilson Sa);s 1 Gif
He Doesn't = = |
Recall Maid

Scramble to get
campaign on track

By Robert B. Gunnison
and Kenneth J. Garcia
Chronicle Political Writers

Sacramento

* Governor Wilson says he has
“no recollection” of his Mexican
cleaning woman whose $3,000 of
unpaid Social Security taxes and
illegal-immigrant status have
thrust his planned presidential
campaign into turmoil.

As Demo-
cratic and Re-
publican rivals
for the presi-
dential nomina-

sy

INSIDE

M An analysis of
the domage o

tion delighted Wilson's

in Wilson’s sud-  presidential

den woes, the <campaign
governor's PAGEAS

aldes and press

advisers yesterday began a major
counteroffensive to blunt the con-
troversy.

Wilson admitted Wednesday
that he and his former wife had
not paid Soclal Security taxes for
Josefina Klag, who worked in the
condominium where he lived
while he was mayor of San Diego.
But Sean Walsh, Wilson's press sec-
retary, told reporters yesterday
that Wilson cannot remember the

WILSON: Page A15Col. 4



WILSON: Governor Says He Doesn’t Recall Maid

FromPagel
woman.

“He doesn't even recall that
there was a person who did come
into clean the house,” Walsh sald.
“He has no recollection of this indl-
vidual."

The governor, who plans to for-
mally announce his presidential
candidacy by the end of the
month, returned to Sacramento
yesterday from New York and
Washington but made no public
comments.

The disclosure swept through
Wilson's office yesterday like a
firestorm. Suddenly, Dan Rather
and other journalists were calling,
and Mexican television stations
started a search for Klag, who is
believed to be living in Tijuana.

One Wilson adviser sald Klag
has so far refused to produce any
documents that would clarify her
immigration status during the late
1970s. And Wilson's former wife
sald she did not ask Klag whether
she was in the United States legal-
ly when she was hired.

In 1978, there were no employ-
er sanctions under federal immi-
gration law, and it was not illcgal
for the Wilsons to employ an un-
documented worker. But tax laws
did require them to file and pay
Social Security and other employ-
ment taxes.

Wilson sald he and hls ex-wife,
Betty Hosle of La Jolla, would
make a back payment “expedi-
tiously.” He estimated their pay-
ment, including penalties and in-
terest, to be about $3,000. Hosle
may have to pay more for the
years Klag continued to work for
her after her divorce from Wilson.

Hosie has taken the blame for
the controversy, saying that she,
not her hushand, hired Klag.

For opponents of Wilson, per-
haps the nation's most vocal oppo-
nent of {llegal immigration, the sit-
uation was a political feast.

“It destroys any shred of cred!-
bility he had left," said state Demo-
cratic Party Chairman Bill Press,
who asked U.S. Attorney General
Janet Reno to conduct an investl-
gation into the matter. “This will
kill Pete Wilson.”

“The governor has been a lead-
er in the fight to crack down on
illegal immigration for several
years," he sald. “And ultimately,
that's going to mean a lot more to
the voters than a part-time house-
keeper who was hired legally al-
most 20 years ago.”

Last fall, when it was reported
that Michael Huffington, the Re-
publican candidate for the US.
Senate, had hired a nanny who
was in the country fllegally and
had not pald her Social Security
taxes,
should not hire such workers.

“l have never hired an immi-
grant, certainly not knowingly,
and I will simply state that I
haven't and obviously people
should not," he said in October in
San Francisco. “That's the law.
And the law should be enforced."”

Wilson's advisers sald that be-
cause Wilson had no recollection
of even having a maid in San Die-
go, there was no reason for him to
think that he might be gulity of

~making the same mistake.

“He was obtuse to the fact that
she existed,” said Ken Khachigian,
a senlor adviser to Wilson. “He
can't even remember her.”

Although Khachigian admitted
that it is hard to believe Wilson
would never see a person who
worked in his house for three
years, he sald that the workaholic
traits of the former San Dicgo
mayor may have made that possi-
ble.

The issue of public officials bir-
ing Hllegal immigrants and paying
Social Securlty taxes for them has
been on the rise since Zoe Balrd,
President Clinton's first cholce for
attorney general, was forced to
turn down the nomination after it
was discovered that she had em-
ployed an undocumented worker
and did not pay taxes for her. Now,
it is considered standard for politl-
clans to thoroughly search thelr
record so that they do not raise is-
sues on which they might be vul-
nerable.

“That kind of Inattentiveness

Wilson said Americans -

from such a detail-oriented person
as Pete Wilson is hard to believe at
best and cynical at worst,” said
John Whitehurst, a political con-
sultant who worked on Democrat
Kathleen Brown's gubernatorial
campaign staff.

“It all comes down to an issue
of character,” Whitehurst sald.
“People just have a hard time be-
lieving that a person who rode an
anti-illegal-immigration  theme
would never have bothered to
check.”

“Any politician running for
such a high office would have tak-
en the time to look,” agreed one
Republican strategist, who spoke
on the condition of anonymity. “It
shows a great deal of arrogance
and hypocrisy on the issue of ille-
gal immigration.”

Several veteran consultants
said rumors about Wilson's possi-
ble use of an fllegal immigrant
have swirled for years but could
not be confirmed because Hosie
refused to cooperate.

Hosle, who has remarrled,
could not be reached for comment
yesterday. However, on Wednes-
day she told the Washington Post
that “I've avolded the press for 15
years, (and) I'm not talking now.”

The housekeeper told Wilson
aides that she was given a green
card to work legally in the United
States on March 189, 1979.

Sources at the U.S. Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service
told the Los Angeles Times that
they have a record of a 52-year-old
woman named Josefa Klag, who
was Issued a green card on the
same date. The records indicate
that woman was also known as Jo-
sefa Delgado, and she became a
“permanent legal resident™ in 1970
because of her marriage to a US.
citizen.

Court papers in San Diego list a
Josepha Klag marrying Kirk Klag
on Dec. 28, 1978, and filing for di-
vorce two weeks later. Records re-
port that the divorce was not final
until 1990.

Chronicle wire aervicea contributed
to this report.



Former Educatlon Secretary
William Bennett, a Republican
who crossed swords with the gov-
ernor last year by opposing Call-
fornia's anti-illegal immigrant bal-
lot measure Proposition 187, criti-
clzed Wilson's response. “Say you
made a mistake. ... don't say she
did it, she did it,” Bennett said.
“This Is not what I would call virlle
Republicanism. It really isn't man-
ly, which I think something men
should still try to do.”

“Live by illegal aliens, die by
illegal aliens,” sald Alex Castellan-
o0s, a strategist for Texas Senator
Phil Gramn, a rival for the GOP
presidential nomination.

Declared Assembly Speaker
Willie Brown, D-San Francisco,
“The governor's real problem is
the failure to pay taxes. Little-bitty
people pay their taxes. e knew
the payment was not made. He
signed the tax returns. He's a law-
yer.”

Others point out that Wilson's
vehement opposition to illegal im-
migration has made his political
position extremely vulnerable fol-
lowing the disclosure about Klag.
Last fall, he was the most visible
supporter of Proposition 187,
which cuts government services
for illegal immigrants, and he has
promised to make a national issue
of the federal government's fall-
ure to protect the borders.

“How can voters possibly be ex-
pected to trust this man?” asked
state Senator Richard Polanco, D-
Los Angeles.

“If we ever needed any evl-
dence that Wilson's anti-immi-
grant agenda was cynical, hypo-
critical and opportunistic, we have
the evidence now,"” sald Charles .
Kamasakl, a vice president of the
National Council of lLa Raza, a
Washington lobbying group for
Mexlcan Americans.

Dan Schnur, Wilson's cam-
paign spokesman, brushed aside
such arguments.
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Success or Opportumsm"

: I lmmlgratlon- Report that he once employed an
gpdocumented maid has put his long history in spotlight.

5 SRR

#SACRAMENTO— As,,.mayor..ofs

San-Diego; Pete:Wilson sent.local

police*tostop* ‘thugsfrom-preying

on«-megal immigrants streaming. on it. And now, as a Republican

actoss"ihe border from Mexico.= presidential hopeful, Wilson*“has .
_++As"U.S-senator, he insisted on.a. been thrust.on the defensivesamid

program ~that: xeventually rallowed accusations that an undocumented
maid ~was ~employed “in*his=own
home 17 years ago.™

Although the.governor’s advis-

‘This article was reported by
Tlmes staff writers James Bor-
-nemeier, Virginia Ellis, Paul
Jacobs and Tony Perry. It was
r’wntten by Jacobs.

_«-history.and of no real consequence,
the=controversy.has -put-a~harsh ,
,spotlxght .on ;- his #handling sof«an
issue.that.is part-of ithesocial and.
economic:fabric of the region. And

the legal Tigrationof more thantyi
mllllofn foreign workers?”

]
{
1

few elected officials have steeped
themselves so deeply in the immi- ¢
gration issue—or staked so much "

1

ers.dismiss «thevhiring“ds™ancient *

i

As,qgubernatorlal «candidate;she” critics have seized on the episode -

ralled “ggainst™illegal“immigration
androdetthe “Proposition™187 band=»
wagoﬁto Victory®

Durmg the past three decades,

to attack Wilson’s immigration

and hypocritical. * -

’

Please see WILSON, A16

it

stands as pohtxcally opportumstxc 2

|

"WILSON: -

- -

S

Issue Spans

3'Decades

Conﬂnued from A1
1 “It’s the classic Repubhcan

~ Party in San Diego,” said California

Democratic-Party-consultant~Bob
Mutholland. “At home.and in their
Hotels, they. have.nething but*il--
igals, .butg-at«press “conferernces

ey denounce the Democrats- and
illegals

; 'Wllson, still recovering from

surgery to remove a nodule from
his vocal cords, was not available
for comment. But the governor 18
aides say he has been unwavermg

. and,tough on the immigration is-
+ sue.: “Pete Wilson is viewed as.a

natlonal leader on illegal 1mm1gra-
tion. and reforming the system,”
said Wilson’s communications di-
rector, Leslie Goodman.

« Anw-examinationof “his" ~recoi'd

‘s,h_ows that Wilson has frequently

‘called the federal government to

‘task for its failure to stop the flow

of illegal migrants into the country.

- Documents,and sinterviews “also
s};ow that he has-long championed
the ,19ga1,1mporta&on «of slow-cost
labor,-principally Mexican workers
considered essential to the agricul-
tural and other business interests
that have supported his political
career.

For example, when federal ac-.
tion threatened to slow permtts for

. immigrant farm workers in the

mid-1980s, then-Sen. Wilson
whipped off a letter to the Presi-
dent and prodded officials of the
Immigration and Naturalization
Service.

. 'Wilson -also has resisted ‘efforts

to penalize the employers who hire
undocumented workers; arguing
that those efforts are ineffectual

-and have created a cottage indus-

try in the counterfeiting of docu-
ments
 When the INS raided a pair of

“San Diego resort hotels and arrest-
.ed 30 suspected illegal immigrants

eiﬁployed there in 1989, Wilson as

-~ @' “Senator tried ‘to intervene on
-behalf ‘of the owners, who were
-campaign contributors, accordmg

to government records. 5

/f?r



Yétias"a state assemblyran’ 24
yeéats ago,.Wilson was. mexpucably

-abmowthewote'ﬁrf"}a “miedsure -

b 9
8 xformanemploy og=from ‘ivand bandleader Bob Crosby, broth-_

er:of crooner Bing Crosby, sought

kqg%mvgly ring sundocumented

‘workers.~ Thatwlaw=was§till ‘in
effect.in.1978 whenpaccording to #

.the .governor's.office;Wilson+and »
'hi§ then-wife, Betty Hiréd J686tina
Klag, a Mexican,citizen at:the time, -
'to .clean their condominium:= -

. The hilliwas:carried: ‘by:one: of
W;Ispn s closest friends in the Leg<-
‘islature, then- Assemblyman ‘anon
.Arnett (R-Redwood City). Isegis-:;
‘lagve,,records show«that»aW}lson
was-present-in.the.Assemblyethat :
daysduly-29,+1971;and* voted“6it"
matters-both-before and-after-Ar=
netts abill “was =brought..up wfor;
consideration.~" 1
.. Wilson press secretary Sean
Walsh said late last week that the
governor does not remember his
position on the bill or why he

' missed the vote, although he may
have taken a break to work on his
-campaign for mayor of San Diego,

It was unusual for him not to vote,
: Walsh added.

' ‘Another Wilsonvaide;*Goodntan,

=y .was #asked. whys«the-«governor's

: 6wledge -of the*1971 1% did not™

tshim:torquestior*the-immii-
onastatusmf“K-laguwhen she
© was‘hired in the late 1970s. Wilson !

“wassnot=involved-in:the- shmng sof "

this™woman;:**Goodman -said:
wtfe‘is theperson'who hired her.2
-‘1 T
(m]

‘N? 1lSonwas swept into-the Sanr

Diego--mayor’s- office .as ‘a '
reformerin1971aftera: majority of
t".ﬁe«SanﬂDnego =City *Council “was '
; g/c}ed in-a.taxicab.bribery-scan-

"Hemadeita top priority to reach
out"both to Mexican Americans in
San" Diego and elected officials
south of the border, gestures that
are _commonplace for politicians'
now but were mnovatlve at the
time. o
“"Wilson led a trade mlssmn ‘to
Mexico City and was declared an
honorary citizen of Mexico. And he

- hosted one of the first binational
conferences ‘on drug problems
along the border.

-] remember Pete saying. many
times that ‘San Diego’s future is not
tied to Los Angeles. It is tied to |

- Baja California,”” said Elsa’ Saxod,
who at the time was the dlrector of
Fronteras de las Cahformas, a n :

S s

Even when he was mayor, con-

: ]smuents Q;omet:mes -contacted

4W1lson for help in 1mmigratnon
.matters In 1972, La Jolla resident!

Wilson’s help in overturning the'
. deportation of a Mexican woman'
‘who had worked for the Crosby
‘family for several years. Records!

~-show that Wilson assigned the\

Thatter to a low-level aide, who

‘checked with the INS and eventu- -
“ally turned over the case to a local -

_congressman.

Of greater concern to the mayor
was the increasing crime along the
Mexican border. In 1977, Wilson
wrote to President Jimmy Carter,

" saying: “In recent months, we have

witnessed both Mexican "and
American residents—as well as the
aliens themselves—become the
victims of a growing incidence of
robbery, assaults and murders at
and around the border.”

He also called for Carter to act to
stop “the massive flow of Mexican
nationals into the U.S. illegally, not
just at San Ysidro but all along the
U.S./Mexican border.”

Carter did not respond to Wil-
son’s letter or a lengthy telegram
that followed and snubbed Wilson
when he sought a meeting with the
President on a trip to Washington,
according to the governor’s aides.

Frustrated at the lack of federal
response, the San Diego Police
Department tried several ap-
proaches to curb border crime and
prevent the victimization of illegal

- immigrants as they tried to sneak

into the United States under cover
of darkness.
“We were probably the only

. police department in the world to

have a task force to protect illegal
immigrants sneaking into their
country,” said Bill Kolender, then
San Diego police chief and now San’
Diego County sheriff. “That’s what
I call a moral commitment, and
Pete was with us all the way. He
wanted the violence against the
illegal aliens stopped.

“A lot of people are just now
coming around to the issue of
border relations and illegal immi-

~“gration,” he said. “Not Pepe ‘He s

_been with it a long time.”

By ‘the time Wilson ran for ‘the !

2 US Senate againmhen-ﬁovdew

ry.Br m}m%ﬁmeﬁgﬁ
lrﬁg‘ests\wereworﬂm Ut pro==

posalssinsCongressito"enactisomess
form,of semployerapenalties -as«a
way.stosaddress:ithesproblem=of =
illegalesimmigration? The growers
feared the sanctions would place
cumbersome restrictions on their
employment practices and cut off a
flexible supply of low-cost labor

- for harvesting perishable crops. .

In a debate with Brown, Wilson
deblared,a‘f.l.wouldmotf support’the®
employer,.sanctions, the=penalties+
visited «on wemployers“under=the
proposed.. . . legislation. I think -
that, it would .very.likely«produce”
the kmd of .discrimination“that =a«
number,.of ;minority *groups,=civil«
rights.groups are-concerned about.®
Businessmen, fearful of the impact
of the penalty, might simply not
hire.”

On the other hand, hevargued
that there,.waswwa=need*for ¥&
legalized guest-worker program’in’
the United States becatise there is
a legitimate market for the labor of
Mexican nationals.”

Once ‘électéd to'the:Senate; Wil -
son‘battled:hard,to;include’a’guest
worker:provision.in the*final ver-*
sionwof:the=bill*that:provided-am--
nesty.for.longtime, residents-who-
had enteredthe country:illegally.

He:threatened tofilibusterifthe -
Senatewversion=did*not*allow=as”

- many,..as.350,000 foreign=laborers
into the country.<Thefinal compro-
mise legislation;'which-Wilson vot-*
ed.for,:establishedthe ‘Spécial ‘Ag-
ricultural=Worker:program. This’
programeventually. permitted-an”
estimated 1.3 million undocument=
ed:workers to Teceive: permanent
residence s:under =a .-process- that
former mmngratlon officials :now
concede was riddled with fraud:

In 1987, a year after President
Reagan signed the immigration
reform act into law—and before its
full impact was known—Wilson’s
Senate office boasted of his role in
holding out for a program to bring
foreign farm workers into Califor-
nia. Without the influx of laborers,
the office report argued, “the per-
ishable commodities grown in Cali-
fornia and other Western states
would rot in the fields.” b

But during his 1994 reelection

. campaign, it became a political

liability. Démocrats ateased“Wit-
sonsof =being “*th&™atithor *of *q'
programethat«opened=the™f166d~
gates »to slarge=numbers*of “Hew
xmrmgrants wall entitled 10"'”5"'51?6
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services wunder.-the...immigration

gefornTbill.™ | : :
 Hisaidesnow;say Wilson’s:guest |
. Worker-proposal-had-been shijackedw‘
bysliberals, altered unconscionably ‘
and forced to a vote. They said that
- Wilson voted for the compromisq'
- because it was essential to keep the E
agricultural workers in the country {
and to provide more resources for
policing the U.S.-Mexico border.

When the law first went into
effect, immigration officials insist-
ed that agricultural workers pro-
vide proof that they had worked in
the United States for at least 90
days in the previous year. But
many were stopped at the border
because they had no record of their
previous work.

When growers began to com-
plain, Wilson wrote President Rea-
gan and met with immigration
officials to break the logjam.

Wilson’s efforts to cut through
bureaucratic red tape were justi-
fied, according to Goodman, his
spokeswoman. ‘“‘Crops are not
pickable [only] when a secretary of
labor decides they are ready,” she
said.

In 1989, INS agents raided the
Bahia and Catamaran hotels in San
Diego, arresting 30 employees. The
resorts hotels were owned by Anne
L. Evans and her family, longtime
Wilson contributors.

!The next morning, Wilson got a
call from the owners and sent a
letter to the district director of the
INS, complaining about “a contin-
uing lack of communication be-
tween the ‘interested parties, as
evidenced by a surprise raid during
an audit.” ;

Wilson aides point out that the
letter asked only for a meeting
between the owners and INS offi-
cials, and that no special treatment
was granted.

The INS eventually deported 29
of the hotel employees and the

owners agreed to pay a $70,000 :

fine.

O

‘ N ?'-ilson's concern about farm-
ing -interests is not surpris-
ing.in.a state .where agriculture
remains _one of, the largest indus-
tries. And agriculture has gener-
Qusly.contributed to his campaigns. »
During-his.Senate years, Wilson
sat on the Agriculture Committee,
and between~1982*afid “1990” he
collected $744,188 from agricultur®
al interests, according to a recent
Times computer analysis of Feder-
al Election Commission records.
The figure represents about 3% of
the $22,549,931 he raised in private
-and political action committee con-
tributions for his federal campaign
committee during that period. :; -

b gt

.+Since his first run for.governor,
agricultural .interests _have regu-
larly been among the.top.contribu®
rs:to.his state campaigns aswell..
The,California Farm Bureau Fedss
eration,.for example, donated more
than $60,000 to Wilson'’s reelection
campaign; Sunkist Growers, almost
$40,000. - . Sl
Wilson.continues .to. back .guest

saster.that.befell the 1986 plan.-In
March, on “This Week With David
Brinkley,” Wilson was asked

- whether he would support bringing
in workers from Mexico to work in
the fields. “If you're saying would I
favor a guest worker program, a

' legal guest worker program of the
kind that we have had for genera-
tions, yes,” he said.

Cfitics™say “that *Wilson - public =

pronouncements on‘immigration
are‘politically-motivated and were
| more restrained during the Repub- -
' lican«=administration ~of #President
George*Bush than they are today.
They note that it*was not.until Bill;
. Clinton«became.-President—and
Wilson«himself *“was“preparing sto »
. run*for#reelection~as rgovernor—

that-Wilson:took-the unprecedent=-

ed steprof=<suing«the federal-gov-=:

ernment“to“recover ‘more ‘than-$4 -{«

billion_for, the costs. of. proyiding
services for.illegal immigrants:s =

“Both as-sénator-and as-governor:
with«RepublicanPresidents, Wil-
son.has-had lots.of .opportunities to,

crack*down onillegalimmigration ¢
or seek federal reimbursement for -,

. worker,programs,-despite sthe «di="|

W5

e Sptras

‘locl costs, and he“Was missing in
action *fora “decade;” saidaRick i
 Swartz folnder ot *tHé “NAtGnAL v

Immigration “Foramm*a“ WaShing -
| -__ton-based immigrant rights lobby-
ing group. - i
© Wilson aide Goodman countered
that Wilson had been critical of
Bush on the immigration issue but
- that the news media paid little
attention. The suit against the
federal government, she said, was
prompted because the cost of pro-
viding services has grown to “crisis
proportions.”

The*governor«was slatento.fully
emb,xjace:gggppsit,ional&z theiniti=
ative.that .would block.public.ser-
vices and education for those in.the

country,.illegally, .according:to’
some backers of the measure. ;
They said Wilson kept his dis-
tance when money and support
were needed to qualify 'the mea-
sure for last November’s ballot, but
later endorsed it and sounded its
themes in his campaign ads, charg-

ing that illegal immigrant children -

. 'were costing the public schools
$1.5 billion a year “and they keep
coming.” : :

Bill‘King,~a former=INS official
and one of the sponsors of Proposi-

tion 187, applauded ‘Wilson for his
eventual support butenoted,Pete

ak.zhe . ..
had.to.wait-to ‘seé"Which*“way“the

Wilson,is,a politician. I thi

wind was going to blaw, ... :
Wilson aides said that the gover-

nor’s pioneering efforts ‘on the . .

immigration issue helped win sup-
port for Proposition 187. And they
pointed out that he took consider- -
able political heat for backing it.
“Everyone was blaming him for
endorsing it,” said communications
director Goodman.

Times staff writers Mark Gladstone
and Dwight Morris contributed to this
article. :
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California and the West
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. NEWS ANALYSIS : Mm(
- | Disclosure’s TlIIllIlg Hurts Wilson L
g : conduct was filled to overflowing, as was  the housekeeper, which would be trou- 5
_. P as.t employ ment of lllegal demonstrated by his appearance earlier  blesome enough in view of his efforts to
immigrant hOUSCkeeper puts this week before an audience of conser-  present himself as a leader in the battle un(
= b vative activists in Washington. against illegal immigration. But, in addi-
- another burden on governor, In a rasping whisper, made necessary tion, he has to deal with the troublesome -
who is already hard-pressed to by recent surgery on his vocal chords, fact that he and his ex-wife failed to pay
EA g Eagy he rd p Wilson first had to explain to the audi-  Social Security taxes on the woman's I I I
: justify his record on taxesand  ence of political insiders why he felt salary. %
e ; : AL E compelled to run for President only a few Ordinarily, time would be on Wilson’s
abomon, GOP insiders say. months after he had solemnly promised side because this incident took place n Bankru[
S the voters of California that he would  more than 15 years ago and there is often :
By ROBERT SHOGAN serve out his full term. an informal statute of limitations on advisers ar
TIMES POLITICAL WRITER Then, seeking to become the standard-  political misbehavior. “It isn’t something : hild
bearer for a party that regards cutting  that happened recently when there was SPArC.oN
WASHINGTON—The disclosure that 1200 g close to a religious sacrament a heightened awareness” of the issue, the losses. (
Gov. Pete Wilsol d h fe had
- ov. rete iison anc his ex-wife had ;54 raising them as close to a mortal sin,  said Charles Black, a senior adviser to plan unacc
= hired an illegal immigrant as their  wijson had to explain his role in helping  one of Wilson’s rivals, Sen. Phil Gramm
i housekeeper gave the incipient presi-  push through the biggest tax increase in  (R-Tex.). : —_
;2 dential candidate just about the last thing  California’s history during his first term But, timing is everything in politics By RENE LYN
o he needed—something else to explain. in charge of the state’s government. and this timing is all wrong for Wilson. HAMESSTATERR
te Even before this latest revelation, Now, he has to explain not only the The incident occurs at a crucial moment SANTA A
o Wilson's plate of rationalizations for past  circumstances surrounding the hiring of Please see WILSON, A31  Gov. Pete Wilson settlements w
- - County invest
= lose millions

%
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= Education: Convention focuses on increasingly controversial
mecthod, sometimes criticized as replacing phonics.

By RICHARD LEE COLVIN
TIMES EDUCATION WRITER

ANAHEIM—Though they were far from
their classrooms, down the street from

was a primary-colored island of calm as
well as a symbol of the theory of reading
dominant in most schools today—that
children learn to read best when surround-
ed by good literature.

Yet that simple restorative act—reading
aloud to children—is becoming increasing-
ly controversial in states across the coun-
try, as politicians, parents and some cdu-
cators worry that it has replaced
systematic instruction of the fundamental
building blocks of literacy. In California
last week, Gov. Pete Wilson and his top
education adviser blamed proponents of

Téachers Speak Out in Favor of Reading Aloud

whole language approach.

Methods of teaching reading are being
reconsidered in Minnesota, Missouri, Colo-
rado, Indiana, Maryland and other states as
well, as school districts find themselves
spending more money than cver on special
tutoring programs aimed at students who
are struggling to read in regular class-
rooms.

interest, despi
protect them !
said Thursday
James L. Si
Orange Count
county’s bank
judges not to
minors who in
court settleme
ry cases, fron
$1.7-billion los
“We find th.
have a divergc
should be hanc
interested in

Disneyland and surrounded by peers rath- And there, without a tick of sevlf<c10n- “whole language” ~methods that do not When it comes to reading instruction, legal aspects. |
¢ y ; sciousness, teachers such as Deloris Foxx  explicitly teach children phonics for na-  “California has been the shining pe paid first
er than pupils, many teachers attending i P .
3 3 of Durham, N.C., were anxious to summon tional test scores that ranked the state with example . . . that the rest of the world was  (rying to do th:
¢.. the 40th annual International Reading D ; Mg ) : ; it S ying
A bera thi & id not the same repertoire of arched cyebrows Lcmsmq.x, 39th out of 39 participating  trying to catch up to,” said Kenneth S. do that™
gataconventionihereithisiweelc couldinoUIRE 5 Jimas o e eg they would have used  states. Goodman, a University of Arizona profes-

resist the urge to settle into the big red
chair and read aloud.

with a roomful of fidgety first-graders.
drpia

Ly it e card oF tha timn i

And a reading task force put together by

sor credited with formulating whaole lan-

Smith said

~d nwe
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WILSON: Disclosure at Critical Time | SUP

Continued from A3

in his political life—just as he is
trying to introduce himself as a
‘national political candidate.

“He does not have a lot of wiggle
room and this is not good for him,”
said Kellyanne Fitzpatrick, a Re-
publican pollster who is not work -
ing for any of the GOP presidential
candidates. “It is .a problem be-
cause he is already teetering on the
edge of being viewed as a hypocrite
on many issues.”

Similarly, University of Virginia
political scientist Larry Sabato,
author of “Feeding Frenzy,” a
book about journalistic treatment
of disclosures about politicians, said

-that the incident is- “much less

~ significant”. than other problems
for Wilson, such as his support of
abortion rights and his-record on
tax increases.

“But it's one more burden for a
candidate who hasn’t exactly rock-
eted from the launching pad,” Sa=
bato said.

The housekeeper story made
headlines in cities around the
country, including Milwaukee,
where Wisconsin party officials are
preparing to host a Midwest GOP
regional leadership conference this
month, at which Wilson is expected
to make his campaign debut com-
peting for support against half a
dozen rivals for the nomination.

“It's not fatal,” said Jim Pugh,
communications director for the

state's Republicans. “But having to
deal with it may take the immigra-
tion issue away from him.”

Of course Wilson is not the only
candidate who has to explain his
past behavior. Gramm has been
hectored about the draft defer-
ments he was given during the
Vietnam War, which may help
explain why his adviser, Black, said
that “it wouldn’t be fair” to make
an issue of the illegal immigrant
episode.

But not everyone was so chari-
table.

Conserv_atlve leader William J..
Bennett, who - condemned
Proposition 187 during last fall's
campaign, slammed Wilson.

“He promises the voters he's not
going to run ffor President), and
then big money shows up and he-
says he changed his mind,” Ben-
nett said. “He says the family made
a mistake in not paying Social
Security taxes but it wasn't his
fault;dt was his ex- wife's fault: You
can call this a lot of things, but
stepping forward and leading it
ain't;” Bennett said. «

“IFdon’t think this is an impres-
sive debut for a presidential candi-
date.”

Aides to the two Wilson rivals
with the most to lose from his
candidacy —former Tennecssee
Gov. Lamar Alexander and Penn-
sylvania Sen. Arlen Specter—lost

no time in piling on.

“I think it's another huge prob-
lem for Wilson's campaign,” said
Mike Murphy, chief strategist for
Alexander, who until Wilson de-
cided to enter the race was the
only candidate with substantial
experience in state government.

Wilson “made a career last year
out of becoming the protector of
America from illegal immigrants,”
Murphy said. “Now we find out
that he wasn't particularly diligent
about the immigration status of
people he hired to work for him,”

Roger Stone, campaign chair-
man for Specter, who is the only
contender competing with Wilson
for the abortion rights vote in the
GOP presidential race, suggested
that the incident could be lumped
together in a campaign television
commercial with Wilson's first-
term tax increase and his earlier
opposition to the tax-cutting Prop-
osition 13. '

A potential script, he said, clear-
ly savoring the prospect, would
end something like this: “When it
comes to taxes, Pete Wilson doesn’t
even like to pay his own.”

Times political writer Ronald Brown-
stein contributed to this story.
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Governor Peate Wilson Lies in Tllegal Alien Hiring!

"Governor Pete Wilsan is a Liar
Hypocrita, Lawbreaker &
BExploiter of Mexican Labor."

Herman Baca. Chairman
Committee on Chicano Riahts
May 5. 14995

by laniel! 1. munoz
Sarn Diagn Ca. ‘May 19, 1995. . .loca! political activists. Haerman
Raca, Chairman of the Committea on Chicano Rights has chargad
Sovernot Peta Wilson with cutright !ving in hig aeffortz to covar up
that he 'knowingly' hired an undocumented Mexican female worker in
15978

Bovernor Wilson. has in fact broken Califernia's law which
was in effe fn 1978, on hirina undocumented workers. He iagnored
existing Federa! law on paving taxes. As Mavor in 1978 and later as
Governor. he failed te carrv out his oath of office fo uphoid the
laws of California and the nation!” Baca said in A nprenarad
stalement .

dilson Takes on Chicanos

r Pate Wilson chose 1n make the “=vican workers
fCcarn © ooover his apparant weal¥ isadership and his failad
poli nave plunaged the state inte the worse recessicn of the
nat : and hig overatives failed to take inte agcount that
Chics sts from the Chicane movement! who have been {nvolved
in izsu civil o and constitutional riaghts diserimination and

racism against thoge of MexXican ancestrvy for daecadeg. would not
idiy stand by and allow him to nse those of Merxican ancagtryvy as
pelitical scapaeaqoats to further his political qoals.

R is auite clear." said Baca that Wilson made a
coneclous. s decision to sacrifice the Mexican Latino. and
Hispanic topulation of this state and nation in his drive for
political powsr., He used and is using the immiqration issue for
rurely political purposes which has little to do with hig rhoteric
of controlling the 1J.8./ Mexican border."

Dixon Arnett Bill

In the lais 60's and early 70's a movement was underwav to
pravent the hiring of wndocumented. a.k.a. illegal aliens. bhv
California emplovers. This movement onded with the passage. on
Novembar 11. 1971 of ARS28 (the Dixon Arnatt Bill). ABR2E was
vehemently opposed bv Chicano aqroups and leaders such as Bert
Corona, who headed Centro de Accion Social Autonomo (C.A.S.A.).
Herman Baca, president of the local chapter of the Mexican American
Political Association (MAPA), Raul Ruiz, of La Raza Unida Partv,
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and Cesar Chavez of the finited Farm Workars Organizing Committee
(UFWOC) and Conaressman Rovbal. The onposition was created hv the
fear rhat AR528 would lead to wholesale firinag of "Mazican- looking”
parsonsg and of the chilling effeat that it woiuld have on the hiving
thogae of Mexlcan ancastrv. Bisarimination against Iratinos,
MaxicanAmaricans wWaz seen as Increasinag dramatically if ABS2R
pagsed

Thouat Azsembhlvman Peter Chacoen and Alex Garcia ajlong with
Cenar Chevez suooported AB528 when it was first introduced. i¢ soon
hecame cimsar tn Chavaz that he had peen duped and immediately
turned agz2ingt Chacon Garcia and ARAR28 and became one of its
gtryonoest opporants. Much tn the disarace of Thacon and Garcla they
continued ¢ support AbSZB in spite of the maszive demonstrations
and protests againgt ABSZR

Assemb ! ynen Patas Wilson cannnt sav he was unaware of ARS28 . Tt
wag the hotr button issue from 1970 wuntil the wnassage of tha
Simpson-Roding bill in tha U.8. Congress in 1987,

.

Wilson-Dixon Arnett Connsoiion

Egzemblyman Dixon Arnett the sponsotr of ABK28, was and is 2
clonge friend of Fete Wilson. He j= currently an apnointees of

smvernor Wilson., Wilsen cannot ciatm that he “yuinknowingly” hired
Josefina Delgade 1 1972, Wilson was in Sacramento the deo the
Nixon Arnett Pill ecame up for a vote on the floor As a ciocae
friend of Arnett Wiison should have been on the floor SUDHOE
it Peta Wilzon was in Sacramento and attended the gegsicng of rthe

Asgemb!y =nd vorted on hills nresentad prioy te the vote nn RBS52R

Conirary o the covear storvv, that was fad to "friendlv"” media by
Wilscn operatives on Mav 4 1995 Wilgeon wag not on an airplane to
San Diespo to prenare for his race f£ar Mavor Wilson was tn
Sacramento and attended the session immediatrelv after the Arnef!
Rill ABS528 was nagsed!

"We were fully aware nf the veota agoing on in the Assembly.
Intense lobbving had baan qoing on all day to stop the passaaa of
ABSZ8 Why Pete Wilson "dadaed the bullet™ on the Arnstt.hill ran
probably he attributed tc the fact that Wilson wanted to run for
Mavor and he knew that alienating the Chicann vote would praobably
cauge him to lose the election in 8an Diege " pointed ou! Raca
"The Divon Arnettr bHill passged and bercame part of the California
Labor code (Labtor code 2805) T{ was now "the law of the Sliaste of
Californtial

ARR2R-Tabnr Code 28058 ¢hal!lenned

AG578/Labor Code 2805 was c<hal!lenced before Los Anaeles
Superior Court Judge ¢Charles ™. Church on March 1. 1972. He
declared it uncenstitutinal and issued an injunction againgt 1t
That ruling apepliad only to the County of (o8 Anaelss AT the same
time. Herman Baca. now head of the La Raza 0Unida Partv iv San
Dieac. launchad an affort to have the local Sunevior Court dAerjare
it unconatitutional in the County of 3an Niean

ARBZ8/Labn: 2ode 2R0F was then challandged in the State Supreme
Court of california. At firzt the Supreme Court sided with the
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Chicano political leaders and ruled that AB528 was null-N- void as
it dealt with immiagration law which was a Federal perogative.
Arnett submitted a challenge to that interpretation and =zaid it was
about "labor” and not immiagration. The Sunreme Court on
reconsideration aareed and returned ABS2?8/Labor Code 2805 to the
lowaer courts to rehear the case. In 1678. when the Supreme Courft
returned AB528/lLabor Code 2805 te the lower couris it immedataly
became affective. Pete Wilson a lawver. who was Mavor of San Diede
at the time, can not plead "ianorance of the law” as his axcuse
fer hiring an undocumented person. Labor Code 2805 remained the law
of cCalifornia wuntil the Simpson-Redine bill passed tha ().9.
Conaress and wmade Labor Code 2805 null and void bv the provigsions
containaed in the Federal Law which wmade the hiring of the
undecumented agairat VFederal Law Wiison as Governor had his
administration remove Labor Cnda 2805 removed from the booksg!

Governoer Pete Wilson Lied!

"Wileson was Ffulily aware that he was in violation of
Ca!ifornia'c state law which nrohibited the hiring of undocvment ed
Merxican workers under the atates tabor law. Tt ig »bvious that the

Maxisan bashing movemant lied and stands accused of
viclatinag the law This should nraove tn »all those that believe
Governar Wilszon 18 arfit candidete for Preagideut. that he is =

"auru, " of thsa

nvpocrite a liar ard law hreaker. Wilson like wmanvy «ther
supportars of Pron 187, is & "ugey of chaan Mexiecan laboy!® said
Harman Baca

"Politiciane have expiolted rhe immicaration igsue endlessly,
and . f there 13 a Ho ' offender it ie Pere Wilson "pointed out lL.isa
Navartete of the Narinnal Council ~f La Raza "With this latast
reveiation we now know feor sure he {(Wilscn) i a total
hvood ta !

The Merxican Amaerican egal Dafansze snd Education Fund (MALDEF)
1esued 2 artatement stating "For a nolicy leader. who purports to

have & thorcouch and sophisticated understanding of undocumented
immigration. to profess ionorance of the hiring of a member of hig
household. . . strAaing ocreduliry

Rubbirg =salt inte the bleedina wound of the Wilszon
Presidential campalan Howard E=zall former INS Western Raaglonal

Commi:ssioner., a Republican and 2 sidekick to Wilson in Pushing foi
the ranist Califeornia Proposition 1B7, stated: You cau't have vour
cake and st 1 to Tf vou're agoing ic be really truse tn vounr
iationg--and 1§ vou really believe illeqal! immiaration is a bad
thinag——then you have to sav "Jook T'm going to do evervihina I «an
to don't et my money. " Anyvthing ealsze
nerpaetuates the svstem. Ezell lamented Wilson's double standard.

% 3o . - | v |
iAW & Bure i | ’ sl b

Wilson Fails To Pav Taxes

RBaca continuved: " Not only 4Aid Wilson }lie about not knowing it
wag acalinar the law to hire an undocumentsd person but he tried to
nid the facgt that he had z2n undocumentaed worker hv failinag to nav
her Social Ssecurity taxes Thouah he is trving toe hid behind his
former wife's (Bettv Hosie) aprorn on the issue, it wag Wilson who
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signed his Income Tax returns and not Mrs Hosie!

"Secapeaoat ing hehind women's skirts seems to he a particular
habit of the Governor. 1f anvone else had failed to vav his Social
Securitv taxes and hid the faect for 10 vears, he would summarily he
hrought to court and charged with a criminal agt Once adain,
Wilson ig trving te lie hig wav out of an illegal act. Attention to
this fact has been made to the .5 Attornev General Tanat Reno bv
the Committees on Chicano Rights. We are demanding that Wilson be

prosecutad to the full extent of the law,” said Baca.

Perhans f{ormer Educaticon Secretarv William Bennett. a
Reputh!lican, said it best when he said (Wilson should sav) "I made
a mistake don't say she did it" .This is not what T would ¢alil

virile Rapublicanism. It reallv izn't manlv which 1 think man
ghould 2till try to do " It would now seem that dovarnor Wilson has
haecoma an axtreme embarrassment to the Renublican Party.

Statae Attornev General Shouid Prasecute Wilson
Haca and “hicvano poaiitical teaders are now demandinag

that California ‘nev General. Dan Lundgren (Renpublican) indict
and nrosenite Governor Pete Wilsorn for failinag to ubhold the law of

the land as he swore to do upon assuming office " Wilson is not
ahove the law” zaid Baca.  ."He cannct nick and choose what 1aws
he will obev and whish onas ha won't. He cannot plead iagnorsnce of

]
the law atc an excuss for not obeving a law. That privilege i8 not
held by any cirizen of the State of California.....Not even the
Governor. Attorney Dan Lundagren maat be enjoined to carrvy out the
Auties of his office to whinh he was elected to." stated Raca

Lawislator Should Consider Tmpsachnment

Sneaker of the Assemhly, Wiille Brown has stated that “The
Governor has a real nroblem He knew the payments were not made.
He siagned the tay returne He is a lawvsar.” =

'"The cCovernar hag »rmw*'?ﬂﬂ pariovs illegal acte.” said Baca
"He has failed to uphol!d the laws of the state he has committed a
perions hreach nf aethi Hazrinas shouid he held immediately to
iudae whether Pete Wilgeon iz fit to coniinue as Governor of " our
gtate if not ne shou!d ba impeached.” concluded Baca



Indictment of Governor Pete Wilson Called For!

by; Daniel 1. Munoz

National City, Ca...The Committee on_Chicano Rights, has requested
State Attorney General Dan Lungren'’indict Governor Pete Wilson
immediately for inciting VIQ&FNCEA—RACIAL HATRED among the State's
majority white residents 2438°%the 15 million Mexican American-Latino
residents and uncounted number of immigrantsg,er ¢A.

Herman Baca, the chairman of the Committee on Chicano Rights,
a Civil Rights organization, called atention to Lungren's public
statements that "Racists have picked the wrong state to commit acts
of violence and hate." as the basis for his request. " If you are
sincere and honest about your public statements on racists than on
behalf of California's 15 million persons of Mexican ancestry, who
are presently the target of the most vicious racist attacks in the
state's history, we urge that you immediately move to indict
California's #1 inciter of racial hatred¥ GOVERNOR PETE WILSON!"
said Baca. UibLetle

Calling on the State Attorney General, to take immediate steps
to protect the safety of the state's 15 million Mexican Americans,
Baca cited the Governors continued racist attacks on the so call
migrants or immigrants. Wilson has charged them with being
resgonsible for all the social, economic and educational and healt
problems in the state and has in the process lite a fuse under the
white and black population which has been hurt by the Governors
bun%ling of the state's finances and administration of health,
welfare and educational sygtems.

"The extremists areMBeing stirred up by the Governors racist
and bigoted statements which seek to shift blame to the poor and
defenseless migrants of the state." said Baca. " Once a Mexican or
Latino crosses the border, whether legally or illegally, and enters
into our communities there is absolutely no way to tell him apart
from MexicanAmericans and Latinos who have been born here, or are
legitimate citizens. Racists, INS agents, policemen, sheriff's
deputies and self appointed v&gﬁ%@nggg,@};ack, arrest and cause
violence on the basis of color! your brown you must be illegal;
If your brown, you don't rate an education; If your born of a
Mexican heritage women, you must be an illegal child, therefore you
don't deserve citizenship; If your brown, vyou don't deserve a job;
if your brown, your'e a prime suspect for the police and sheriffs
and readily blamed for crime, drug dealing, rapes, robberies and
assaults. If vour Brown*?ﬁﬁ“ng‘ n alien!" pointed out Baca.

Baca charged that the Governor has laid the ground work for
racial violence and/or outright racial war. " ihefgeverﬁe{ must be
stopped at all costs", said Baca. A0

The raising level of hostilities at the U.S/Mexican border is
also laid at the feet of the Governor. From El Paso to Tijuana,
hostilities has increased as Immigration officers have coopted the
U.S. Justice Department and have taken the law into their own
hands. In El Paso, the Border Patrol and Immigration agents
misappropriated millions of dollars, moved agents into the area
without authority from the Justice Department, who is their boss,
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go”
and essentially closed the border causing untold harm by their
illegal actions. In fact, the INS createdxadhoc Federal policy for o-5da
the Clinton administration and Congress. They ecamewa vig%ignLefcnj <+
mob whi almost erupted into arme conflict with Mexican~™Police
officers. Congressmen Cunnin ham, Hunter, Lynn shank and Senators
Feinstein and Boxer had a and in encouraging this outrageous
usurpation of Federal powers. "Receiving _encouragement ~from
Governor Pete Wilson's actions in California, BMe freshmen female
genators and Congresswoman showed their inexperience and ignorance
by encouraging the attacks on migrants, immigrants, Mexicans and
assisted the Governor in carryin out his hate agenda against the
nations 25 million Latinos and Hispanics." said Baca.

Attacks against California's minority community is not a new
thing for Congressman Duncan Hunter and Duke Cunningham. However,
the Governor's public attacks embolden them to a degree they never
had before. " State Attorney Lungren as the State's highest law_«¢
enforcement officer has a duty and responsibility to protect a1 ¢
State and Federal Constituent. We demand that he take immediate
steps to maintain the separation of powers between the Federal and
State Governments. It 1is obvious, "said Baca," that
Wilson has intruded into sensitive international affairs between
the United States and Mexico. He has seriously jeopardized
sensitive negotiations on NAFTA and has antagonized the Mexican
people in Mexico. calls for the breakoff of negotiations_are
rampant in the Mexican media as well as calls for immediate
restraints on the Governor. Mexican citizens are wondering just who
sets policy 1in our country. Governor Wilson has seriously
embarrassed our country and has created a cardinal sin; that of
denigrating the Mexican citizen, hurting their pride and impugning
their honor.

"This unconstitutional infringement on the powers of the
pPresident and the U.S. Congress must be stopped immediately. It is
the State Attorney General 's, immediate responsibility to take
action and preserve ouwr Republ)can form of Government."
concluded Baca. THS CodT
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Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc
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{
A Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc

Octombexr
October 19, 1993

State Attorney General
Dan Lundren

On behalf of California 15 million persons of Mexican ancestry who are
presently the target of the most vicious racist attacks in the state history
we urge, that if you are really sincere and honest about your public state-
ments that racist " have picked the wrong state-to comit acts of violence

T
and hate" that you Jmmedlalely move to indict California #1 inciter of
AN Loterce

racial hatg¢’di v—mn‘and—pe—laﬁza-hon ...... Govonor Pete Wilson.

It should be obvious to anyone who can read that Govonor Wilson statements
of militarizing the border, the blaming of crime, the cost of Welefare axd education,
on the so called "illegal alien' has created a

. 5 A hE whe Ln &&QupT ' NTD
W schism' between the races' no.t_&;gy along th US/Mexico border, but in-mumerous

communties—thru-out—the—state—of Catifornias 2y U (PLence

We call on your office as the states highest law enforcement official to

take immediate steps to indict Govonor Wilson (as per your statements) for

laying the ground work for the racial division, if not the outright racial war i1 C2
that his political manipalation will surely bring down on all of us unless something
is done.

Awaiting your response;

Herman Baca
a2
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Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc

May 4, 1995

Ms. Janet Reno, U.S. attorney General
Department of Justice

10 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

The Committee on Chicano Rights, (CCR) is hereby request-
ing that the Department of Justice investigate and proscute
to the fullest extent of the law, California state Governor
Pete Wilson for the hiring of undocumented housekeeper in1970.
This in direct violation of federal immigration law (harboring
and transporting) and social security laws. We call on the
U.S. Department of Justice to proscute Governor Pete Wilson
for violation of federal laws in lights of:

1) His continually ecalls for control of the U.8./Mexico border
and strict enforcement of this countrys' immigration laws by
the federal government.

2) His filing of numerous friviously lawsuits on behalf of the
state of California aganist the federal government for re-
mibursement for the state cost in providing services to un-
documented persons in this country who are in violation of
federal immigration laws.

3) His call for changes to the 14th amendment of the U.S.
constitution to deny citizenship to children of undocumented
persons who are in this country in violation of federal imm-
igration law.

4) His call to deny (under Prop. 187) persons who are in
violation of federal immigration law any form of assistances,
or health care.

It is our position that Gov. Pete Wilson should be pro-
secuted and unlike Pontius Pilate 2,000 years ago should
not be allowed to wash his hands, or walk away for his blantant
violation of federal laws. What he has called for....strict
adherence and strict enforcement of the law, should now be
applied to him in the strongest and fullest extent of the law.

dwait your/fgpponse;
%i@ LNV e (“‘z_;ja’:c.e,__

érfman Baca, Chairman 710 E. 3rd Street
National City CA 91950

(619) 477-3800




Committee on Chicano Rights, Inc

For Immediate Press Release Maly S50 01015
INDICTMENT OF GOVERNOR PETE WILSON CALLED FOR!

National City, CA....The Committee on Chicano Rights (CCR)
teday accused Gov. Pete Wilson of not only being a hypotrite
and ‘law breaker (see enclosed artiele} for his hiring of a
Mexican housekeeper in 1978, but also of being a liar.
Herman Baca, President of the CCR accused Gov. Wilson of
"not only breaking federal laws, but also of breaking Calif-
ornia state law". According to Baca "Wilson was fully aware
that he was in violation of California state law which pro-
hibited the hiring of undocumented workers under the states
Dixon Arnett law". "A law which Wilson voted for in 1971 when
he was a state assemblyman". The published reports that the
guru of the "Mexican bashing" movement stands accused of
violating the law said Baca "should prove to the U.S. public
that Wilson besides being a hypotrite, liar and law breaker
is using the so-called immigration issue for purely political
pUBpesesy, Sandthas s nothing teol dorwith his callFfor: stiEict
enforcement of the nations immigration laws, or controll of
the U.S./Mexico border". "In fact Wilson has been exposed for
he really is; a utilizer like so much of U.S. society of
cheap Mexican labor". "The same Mexican laborers that Wilson
legislated into a "workers program" in 1987, and the same
workers he and the right wing "scapegoated" to pass Prop. 187,
and the same workers he is wtilizing to. jump start his dead in
the water presidential campaign". The public stated Baca "should
to end the political hypocrisy by politicans ask how much was
Wilson paying his maid, how many hours was she working?, and
if Wilson really believes that Mexican immigrants steal jobs,
utilize educational and social services; and that U.S. workers
should all «carry a national I.D. card them why did he not hire
aswhilEe UL S S ma i d P

In conluding Baca stated "that the CCR has requested (see
letter) that the U.S. Deptartment of Justice investigate Wilson
tor-evasion ef social security tax laws, labor laws, and
immigration laws (harboring and transporting), and that Wilson
be charged and prosecuted to the strongest and fullest extent
under the law".

For Further Information Call:
Herman Baca, (619) 477-3800

710 E. 3rd Street
National City CA 91950

(619) 477-3800
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