
January 141 1957 

Dear Dr. Salk t 

Recently, I bad occasion to prepare, jointly with Dr. William Doering, 

Yale, a l'1emorandum t hat proposes t he crea tion of two closely connected institutes. 

vle may c a ll one of these - Research Institute for Fundamental Biology and Public 

Health - and t he other - Institute f or Problem Studies. The 1emorandum was 
prepared f or Mr. Cass Canf i eld, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the 

Boar d of Directors of Harper & Brothers, publishers, and will be sent to you by 
him together with Sllch comments as he may care to make. 

Although the planning is still in the dream. s tage, our thinking ha s r ea ched 

the point where it i s necessary to determin e whether it i s moving on the right 

track. This is my rea son for writing to you. We should like to know whether you 

agree in principle with the proposal contained in the Memorandum, and whether 

you would be willing - if something along t hese lines should mater ialize -- to 

serve as an Affiliate Member of t he Research Institute. I am posing the same 

questions to others whose names are listed on the attached shee t and Doering, 

upon his r eturn f rom an extended lecture t our, may contact a few others also. 

As you will see from the Memorandum, the Institutes will not make grea t 

demands on the time of an Affilia t e iember; we as sume tha t t hey will spend one 

week each year at the Institutes. Nevertheles s , the Affiliate t-~bers will play 

a decisive role in both I nstitutes; they will have to approve the appmintment of 

new members, both Staff and Affilia t e . Together wi t..h the r egular Staff Member s 

of the Research I nstitute , they will sel ect the problems which the Institut for 

Problem Studies may t ake up . The Memorandum di scusses t heir proposed financial 

compensation and o ther rela t ed matters. 

Three years ago Doering and I had occasion to deal with a topic related 

to t he.t of t he Memorandum. At t hat tim. , along with others , we wer e mainly con

cerned with the conspicious l ag in re~search aimed at finding a biological method 

for controlling the birth rate - a method t h t would be adequate for the needs 

of the Under-Developed areas whi ch ar e threatened b,r a popula tion explosion. In 
the intervening three year s it has become evident t hat making availa ble funds 

in the form of grants-in-aid - even to the point wher e there is more money being 

offered a t present than there are wortey takers - may not be all t rw t needs to 
be done, either in the field of mammalian r eproduction or in other fields of re

search vhich are of public importance. 

The recent conversa tions with Mr. Canfield took their departur-e again 
from the problem of birth control - which is perhaps the most interesting of 

several problems t hat seem t o be ready f or a concerted attack. The scope of 

these discussions, hovever, soon widened and we began to see, at least in outlines, 

the possibility for a new departure in advancing fundamental knowledge in biology 

as well as in applyi ng available knowledge to important problems in the field 

of public health. 
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Mr. Canfield indica ted that he was prepared to explore if funds could 
be obtained for the creation of an organization th, t would be adequate, and 
we talked about all this with Mr. John Cowles of Minneapolis, who in turn had 
some discussions with Mr. Gaither and Mr. Heald {Ford Foundation). 

Having reached this point, Doering and I felt that 1r. Canfield could 
not go much further until we had determined whether our views were shared b,y 
others, and the Mem.oraudum. was written with this purpose in mind. The reactions 
which we obtain from you, and the o thers to whom this query is directed, will 
determine whether we shall go forward with this project. You may, at your 
convenience, reply either to me or directly to Mr. Canfield, who will see that 
Doering and I receive copies of your letter. 

Naturally, we should be very glad if you were able to say on the basis 
of the sketchy material sent t o y Ju that you would be willing t o serve as an 
Affiliate Member of the Research Institute . Otherwise -particularly if you 
feel that some major changes in the proposed plans are desirable - may I propose 
that either Doering or I discuss these plans with you on some suitable occasion? 
Either Doering or I could contact you, later on, in order to arrange a conveni
ent date. 

With kind personal reg rds, 

Dr. Jonas Salk 
Department of Preventive Medicine 
The Uni versi -cy- of Pittsburgh 

School of l~dicine 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

LSrRNH 

Sincerely your!'~ • 

Leo Szilard 

P •• With the lt!emorandu.m you will find enclosed, also, an Appendix. This 
contains nzy- personal guesses on wha. t kind of work might be done in the In
stitutea and b,y what kind of people. The Appendix was written in the hope 
that it might serve as the starting point of a later discussion among the 
Affiliate Members. 



Dr. Jonas Salk 
Municipal Hospital 
Pitt burgh, P nnsyl ni 

Dear Dr. Salk: 

January 25, 1957 

I am returning enclosed with many thanks the 

copy of the Saturd y Review 1hich you h ve lent m . The 

article of Dr. Harold G. Wolff reads very well but I was 

not able to form from it any firm opinion concerning the 

author. 

If you have any new thoughts since we s w e. ch 

other, I hope that you might be able to tell me some

thing r bout them tomorrow on your scheduled visit to 

Chicago. 

m 
Encl . 

• 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

• 



Dr. Jonas Salk 
Municipal Hospital 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Dear Salk, 

January 29 ~ 1957 

Enclosed you will find copy of a 

letter from H. J. Muller. Clearly it would be de

sirable, as Lipmann suggests, to have a meeting in 

a "relaxed and comfortable atmosphere , · ana I think 

Mr. Canfield will probably want to arrange sueh a 
meeting after all or the replies to the original in

quiry are in. 

m 
Encl. 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



• Cans Canfield 
II ~y~ .J.nd rot ... •1ero 
1}9 Enst 33rd 8tr ~et 
H . York 16, N'e"ir York 

I dclc~ycd replying ·to your lott-r untll m:J t1JOU£:;hto could becori.le 

clee · c.ud tem .. >e -ed tJy :J.Jtlc-·somev.l at rma:Jved i,4:'0 th~ Lli i l tXJ ~nt 

of rc~;;..ction . lbreover 1 I t r :w=.re that Szil rd h d tole, you that 

v/0 had been in cornmunic tion o'lt r this ti · ---.hie lef.., roo free to 

te:.k- th;;. tim"' needed for consid ... .~.-ed thought. 

1-:.hen I am conf'rontf.lcl vittl what b ele~rly ood ide .. ,, I T;J.i/' lee:rned 

to d.i ci lirle ro.ynelf y c.sklne;: IL there ytuin.c, '~'l'O!lg wit. tne id!'::a~ 

toes it r:.ve any f.' 'ul'tc. r.r..n.t f:' .. r 1 ito limit .t:ions. \v'he.t t.odificutions 

s er.1 1ndicr.t:ed. Are t e roodificetiot'...s rel va.nt t0 the bll~ic id .... a'l Then 

I e.sk: Am I aff'lict.cd l<:i.t:.ll. uny ')?ersonn.l biu..'J that rr~y c· :use rllC o r.,;;:e 

t1c idea in the li5.b.t that I do' 

I ncud. not .repc.~ .t what Gzil .. '.l'd 1. s unri.oub-;;.t:dly l'..; l··t.-;d. to Yt;m--t·la.t i , 

th ... t I am excit-d ut ltno·.,in:; t mt t ere nrc oplc t ii" .. kin'3 snd doin_. 

soroothin;.; •:bo1Jt t .u;: qu r;;tion L, Ik:>ering, and you have .:ten diacuGnin • 

T ure is , I • , sure, a · ut :need for o. rll:'OU.._ of ':orld ci tizeru.J '1!lt.LO n v 

0-..Cll 1dcntifi.:d .ith _pro lCr.w that c.:.ff'eet til ma.okind, to he tbDu:...:;n 

th~ uncvunneso vith ~ ich • L:th inro t is \;o.,..ld iii ccor.lpc.ni.cd b 

r.-nc s t'or subsistenc ~ d o )po, .. tu.nit.y for ouriv --to cuy nothin • of the 

op_ :t'tunit,y to m~c: so con~:r-ibutiou to the solu iou of robl··r:J.S, la.rt;; 

or smalL Tnerc at • ::.' opl- nd ""roups 10 set f'or th msel veo ta.s.ko o" 

l'"(;:Ut orders of m ·nitude. .....ut 1 e.l ~.;.ys it is n .... cesaary to rera:.eznbc:r 

t Ul •k: V"" t.c cut he p .tt.~-n to .dt t clot . l.-e h ve to ask: 

is the ttern. :lOH r..ucL clot.o i.e tt .. el·~~ Ar ~ t_ ~re enough o.f t: c 

ri .1 kind of desi el~"' end tv.ilore. 



·ir . Cas::. C_.w:rl'icld 
P <•e 2 
8 F-brua.:r-y 19.17 

I r ali;;.e beth the iru Ol"tanc~ and th... owe 1 tud o the und rteking 
ropos d and I can visuaJ.11.- the . ch 1 ..:'f3Ct' robLm t. t S:z.ilw:'d1 

Do ·rin..,, and yourself Ul clou t-dlY see i.hat c.:10uld the JirnitE 
b-.2 ~ tl0\1 c ~ so difficult c,nd oo lar ,c s ts.;;~lt o~ divided? . 0\1 mucl 
of ul.d be n· d_ .lo-·. I •hat is •lO W co -t ·1 t-d to b~ 

I r.!Ust e.Bk, too 1 

00 

I, too., can, o.nd do, dre . ....l;.;--1 have found t.hnt in tll<.:: !'ea.lm of rca.li y 
I .at li'!J'i t m:yscJ..f to ~:r..ose cl.rc ce. t lUt, con i bly 1 I could fulfill 
o· ~ ceJ in tn.e atte pt t.o · r::-o : I 1ould do .L s. A "this ver; 
100r:r:mt, ;;hr:;n th¢ ... id ha.s .10\. yet: l"€:cea.cd, I cunnot -welcOI:IE.! ne'i 'ila-rc 
t a-c ld kt,ep r.te fro ••. :t·estint;; af·ter· lon 1 d fh. .; \'hen •·h t I 
lv<:mt to do roc t; i~ 'to le.ce f' .;t on u.rth t ~l.ii not move u1 til 

The I to t e o~ 
ra.t~ of int·r ...... t 

I cannot no.1 ~<- - r , ~'- t 1s 
.d co.nnot yc indul~ · . .yaelf in the ex· l·e. leru;ur that a. 

r ....... tint; \10\t.ld um r,..f:ford. Not 1 · le to ;.ee r · icip ..... tion with 
the _.lOU!! on thi~ occe...oicn ... r •sents ~ '<lith th~ un it t t 
I v y likely ...-ould 1'1 . unrea ·onr..b in tryin,6 to ~ , mys<:.:.!f :pt 
tne ~coponsibL ivies of' iui ·:1 - r-J.Cnuerahi in ... und rt kin..:.> 
r_ .ing in its imvlications. 

Sine x~ly1 

Jonru D. ua.lk, L D. 
cc: Dr. L. zilard 



--~ 

Mr . C~ss Canfield 
Harper and Brot hers 
!~9 East 33rd Street 
Nev York 16, Ne1>1 York 

Dear r.h4
• C.1.nfield: 

8 February 1957 

I delayed replying to your letter until my thou.jhts could become 

clea:r and tempered by time--somevrhat removed from the initial moment 

of reaction . Moreover, I was rware that Szilard l'md told you that 

v1e had been in communication over this time--thiG left me free to 

take the time needed for considered thought . 

I·J1en I am confronted with vrhat is clearly a c;ood idea, I have learned 

to discipline myself by asking: Is the':'e anyt.hiu._, "rong with the idea? 

Does it have any faults . what are its limitations t What modifi-:!ations 

seem indicat ed? Are the modifications relevant to t he basic i dea? Then 

I ask : Am I afflicted i-11 th any personal bias that may cause me to see 

the idea in the li'~'ht that I do• 

I need not repeat what Szilard has undoubtedly reported to you--that is, 

that I am excite~ at knowin~ that there are people thinking and doinu 

something about the questions he , Doering, and you have been discussin~ . 

There is , I am sure, E'. great need for a grou_f) of \,orld citizens -who have 

been identified >vith pro • .llems that affect all mankind, to g i 1e thought 

to the unevenness 1vith which birth into t is \~rld is accompanied by 

means for subsistence and op_.:o:rtunity for surtval--to say nothing of the 

opportnn.ity to make some contribution to the solution of problems, lart;e 

or small. There are people <:tnd groups ~~ho set for themselves tasks of 

different orders of magnitude. b'ut, al\mys it is necessary to remember 

that we have to cut the pattern to fit the cloth and we have to ask: 

What is the pattern l Hmv much cloth is there ? Are there enough of the 

right kind of desi3;ners and tailors? 



~~ . Cass Canfield 
Page 2 
8 February 1957 

I realize both the importance ru1d the magnitude of the undertaking 
,._)reposed and I can vi .sualize the much larger .~:-roblem thet Szilard, 
Doering, and yourself undoub d.ly see as well . \,'hat snould the Jimits 
bel How cen so difficult and so lar e a task be divided't .ffo"Y7 much 
of a start should be made no-vr. Is \7hat is now contem].Jlated to be 
considered an end itself or as c.. means to em end. I must ask, too, 
still other questions: i\:re there people no enamored of, and dedicated 
to, the idea. that they will devote themselves totally and nake them
selves the servant of its fulfillment? Is there someone , wit h maturit y, 
to carry on the responsibility for whatever idea. is proposed? Who is 
t he leader--and not in spi:::"i·c aloner I \lould not ask t~1ese c.._uestions 
were it not that the idea 'I>Ji h IJhich I have been presented is so worthy. 
But, some thin.:; is be in_; asked of me, ·by way of contribution- -not of 
time alone but of thought and &ttention-- i n a period when I must be so 
very pars imonious about my time, hmring learned this no only from 
recent experience but awar~ of it in my future plans . Also , I am 
influenced by knm.rled;5e of myself--cognizant of whet is an overpoweri!Jb 
sense of responsibi lity about anything with hic.:1 I am identified. 
Could I, therefore, a..;ree to teke _part in an undertaking, the full 
extent of which may be far Jreat er than is nov a:\parent , or that ivill 
reduce my degree of effectiveness in an area., tha.t is already charted 
and, that · mi~_:,ht be considered to fall within the larger area t hat is 
no•: under consideration { One's time and enercy should be utilized in 
t he - best ;-ray possible . IIou to do this is a question tha t is difficult 
t o define but, perhaps, can oest be answered by the individual himself . 

I , too, can, and do, dre om--I have found that i n the realm of reality 
I must limit myself to those dreams that, conceivably, I could fulfill 
or else, in the attempt o do more, I -vrould do less . At this very 
moment, when t he t ide has not yet receded, I cannot welcome a nev; wave 
t hat would keep me from resting after a lol16, hard swim; when what I 
ivant to do mo::>t is to place my feet on earth that does not move with 
the wind and t he tide . The time that I hu.ve been able to take f or 
t hought about these me.tters has been oorrowed--but t he rate of interest 
i s hiJh . I cannot no·v1 afford to increase t he burden further, a t t his 
time, and cannot yet indul3e myself in the extra pleasure t hat a 
meetinc would n0'\·7 afford. Not being able to see participation with 
the _;J:oup on t hi s occasion presents me 1rith the um;elcome reality that 
I very likely would be unreasonable in trying to make myself nm1 accept 
the responsibilities of initial membershi p in an undertaking so far
reaching in its i mplications . 

cc: Dr . L . Szilard 



Dr . Jonas Salk 
Virus Research Laboratory 
Municipal Hospital 
Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania 

Dear Salk, 

l 

) 

April 

~ 
v 

I - I{ 

. & 

17, 1957 

You asked me when we were riding in the bus 

whether I would be in favor of compulsory vaccination against 

polio. After I left Gatlinburg there occurred to me what 

might be the right answer in this particular case. Here it 

is for what it is worth: 

Compulsory old-age insurance; i.e. "social security" 

is now accepted by everybody with good grace. \~y not go one 

step further and include in social security compulsory insur

ance of each child under twenty-one years of age against 

paralytic polio ? Each child who comes do~m with paralytic 

polio would receive an amount of $50,000. of compensation . 

The yearly premium for this insurance would correspond to 

the expected frequency of paralytic polio among unvaccinated 

children. Parents, who file with their income tax return 

a certificate for each child showing that it had been vac

cinated three times, can free themselves from the payment 

·of this premium (and are then not covered by insurance ) • 

F·or families with several children, and even for families 

with one child, this will represent a considerable finan-

cial inducement for vaccination . 

~Ji th kind regards., 
Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

m 

( 



Dr .. Jon Salk 
The d1cal School 
Th Un1ver 1ty o P1ttsbur· 
Pittsburgh, P nn ylv n1a 

t" Salk: 

y 8, 1959 

e are re ppra1s1ng the ne d to diseuse with our 
\ 

Ruaaian coll~;;"""'· o tb problem posed bu th bomb. As you '• 
\ 

may remember' c lled ott the meeting icb \faa scheduled . 

or last Sept r 1n Moaco At this t1t the re ponae on 

this a~e ot tbe A·l ntic ppeara to r nger and more 

t vorabl than it s last tall. n nd Alvin e1n· 

berg (Director ot the oak Ridge National bora tory) re 

Joining the Co tt e c>t the American Aca~ ot Arta and 

So1 neea. whieh 1s responsible tor this o t1on. 

Roge~ evelle (Director ot the Un1vera1ty ot C 11-

fornin in La Joll ) baa joined both the ver'aeeing comm1tt 

nd tbe operatlna committee. Por the: t being Revelle nd 

l re Jo1nt1y o ting, the eneral 1doa being that I may 

oon reaign as ChaU"man and Revelle liiUY then take over the 

Chatrmanahip .. 

We had dinner meeting 1n W sh1nston, D. c., tor 

the purpose ot d1scu sing the procedures, ( oger Revelle, 



Jerome Wiesner, lvin Weinberg, Victor ieiskopt, Richard 

Leghorn, Harrison Brown, and E. P. Wagner), and subsequently 

Revelle and I cal d at tbe St te Department. We have a 

tentative plan of holding a meeting of about f1tteen American 

a1ent1stli over the weekend of June 5-71 in New York, Princeton, 

New J rsey, or Wa hington, D. c. W propose to discuss on 

this occasion not procedt.ll'ea but subst nc .. You will be d• 

vised if the meeting is det1 1tely schedul d. 

Let me no turn to another su j ct. I wonder wb ther 

you would consider setting up the resoarch operation about 

which you spok to me at some plac other than Pittsburgh. 

It so, please r d the enclosed memor dum covern1ng conversa-

tion~ which I had. ·tith Jirn ~ ataon (Harvard) and Roger Revell • 

Revelle has aske ' me to find out w~ther you ndght be willing 

to consider Jolla. As you k~ow, the U iversity ot California 

is setting up a a aduate School ot Sc1enc and Engineering t 

La Jolla. or which Roger Revelle will be the Chancellor or 

Provost, or what v you call the top man At present, he is 

the DtrectGP ot it- H is also Director of the Scrip~ Insti
tute ot Oceano~ plly at La Jolla whioh 1S part ot the University 

of Cal11'orn1a. 

They have tarted building up their phyaics depart

ment and are 1n the process or making appointments. 'l'hey have 

also started building up their Chemistry Department and, as you 



Dr. Jonas Salk 3 

may know, H. c. Ur y has Joined them. 

Next, they have planned to bu~ld up their Depart

ment tor Micro-biology with emphasize on Molecular Biology. 

They have not scheduled the building or an under

graduate college. They would like to embr ce the t1rat two 

years or medic 1 school which is ltm1ted to the basic biologi

cal science ~ but nave not so tar appro ched the Regents about 

this. The establishment ot clinical departments corresponding 

to the last two years ot the medical school is not being dia

cuesed as yet. In order to make it easier., however, to estab

lish such departments later on, concrete proposals have now 

been made to build a large hospital, Which was supposed to have 

been built in San Diego, in La Jolla instead. 

I know La Jolla very well and think it is an excellent 

place. I have no doubt that you would like Revelle and. that 

you and he would think alike concerning the need to keep such 

a research institute, as you have in mind, out ot the clutches 

ot the Regents. 

Please 1 t me hav you reaction to the enclosed 

memorandum, provided that you have reached the point ot coneid

er1ng sites other than Pittsburgh. Frankly, I see no possibility 

ot getting many tirst-claaa people to move to Pittsburgh. 

You can reach me 1n care ot Rob rt B. Livingston, 



Dr. Jonas Salk 4 

National Institut a ot Health, Bethesda 14, Maryland, (Tele

phone, OLiver 6-4000, extension 3501), or at the Dupont Plaza 

Hotel in wash1n ton where I am staying. 

It we actually soh dule a meeting for tb weekend 

ot June 5-7, th r would b an exoell nt opportunity tor you 

to nave an informal discussion with Rev lle on that occasion. 

With kind regards, 

Sine rely, 

Leo Szilard 

P. s. Recently had an idea on how to approach the problem ot 

aging. Attached you will tind a one PEe article which represents 

a ta1rly good summary ot the pape:r that I published. Naturally, 

it ia not entirely correct. 1 am now working on a second paper, 

mainly concerned with conclusions ot the theory which could be 

tested experimentally with comparative ease. 



lun 19. 1959 

.Dl". 1 Qaes Salk 
The Medlc 1 School 
The University of Pltt.ebn•gh 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvan1 

De r Salk: 

1 he r £rom Roger R. veUe that he ha been ln touch with you ove,r 

th telephone and that yeN and h ml ht get together l.n JUly for a more or le 

pl'eUmiJU~.ry coaversaUon upon .Revelle's return from E\lrope . I am attending 

in Au.stl"ia the same conference aa doe$ Revelle but I have plarmed to loaf 

arou.tld ln rope '1ntU a~ch time a. l can do something useful b ck h re . y 

only commitment in Europ~ after the Austrian meetln ls e. vlelt to George 

Kl in •a Laboratory ln St0¢kholm. II 1 ea.n be of any us in connection with your 

negotiations I trust that yt)\1 wtlll t m.e know and 1 may then hop a plane acro•a 

the tla.ntle . In the me ~time, U aad when this appe ra to be useful, I tru t 

you wtll eontact JiJl'l Wateon at Harvard .. ~Vithout watting for my return - a..oci 

have & good heart to heart talk with him. 

llorget whether l mentioned to you that J got somewhat interested in 

the problem of aglng. Auaehed you wUl find a one paae rtlcl which e.ppc l'ed 

in Enale.nd ~ Whlle this rticle le not entirely corr-ect lt nev rthelesa glv s 

l.ntelUgible ummary of my paper. 

With very best wiehee. 

Sincerely. 

LS/b Leo SzU rd 

cc 11m Watson 
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UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH 

V IRUS R ESEARCH L ABORAT ORY 

T e r race & Danag-h Stree t s 

P it tsburgh 13, Penn sy lvania 

Dear Leo: 

SCHOOL O F M E DICI N E 

1 5 November 1960 

Just a note to wish you Bon Voyage and great success in Moscow. 

Dulbecco is going to be in the east about l December at which time 
I will have further talks with him. In the meantime) he has sug
gested that I use my judgment in filing the legal documents. 

I appreciate your having Canfield's office send a copy of your 
memor anda to me. I have seen these) as you may recall. 

I am sure you will enjoy spe aking to the Russians) and they will 
enjoyJQu. I know you put pleasure before business) but hope you 
will stay long enough to get t o the business part. 

My best to you and Tr udy. 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
c/o Memorial Hospit al 
New York) New York 



March 14, 1961 

t>r. Jonas Salk 
The Medical College 
The University of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Dear Jonas: 

I expect to stay in Washington, at 

the Hotel Dupont Plaza, for another four weeks. 

As you may have heard, Herb York will be the 

Chancellor of the University of California in 

La Jolla. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
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UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH 

VIRUS RESEARCH LABORATORY 

Terrace & Darragh Streets 

Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Leo: 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

l2 December 1961 

I want you to have the enclosed and I look forward to meeting 

with you for a good talk about the future. 

lm 

Encl.: 8 Dec. letter to J. Monod 

cc: Seymour Benzer 
Edwin Lennox 

Sincerely, 

s E. Salk, M. D. 



Jonas Salk 
J edi.cal School 
University of Pitts burgh 
Pittsbu?gh, Pennsylvania 

Dear Jonas: 

20 March 1962 

I wonder whether you had your executive Board Meeting 

and whether the is,sue of the by-laws is now settle:!. Do 

you now have the unqualifi.ed acceptance of the nucleous 

of your staff or is there still a major hurdle in this re-

spect or in some other respect to be overcome before you can 

tum your attention to staffing? I might be able to devote 

some attention to the staffing problem as far as the very 

young are concerned after 10 I·1ay if I know ahead of time 

that this problem will be ripe by that time. Incidentally, 

Fox, who could be very useful as a scout, is about to receive 

an offer from MIT. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

VIRUS RESEARCH LABORATORY 

Terrace & Darragh Streets 

Pittsburgh 13, P~mnsylvania 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Dupont Circle and 

Ne-w Hampshire 
Washington 6, D. c. 

Dear Leo: 

Avenue 1 N. w. 

18 January 1962 

Ti me has been so very short before leaving that I have deferred 
sending to you the letter about which we talked on the phone 
until Ireturn from Europe during the first week in February. 

Iwas pleased to have your letter of 7 January which in essence con
firms our understanding. 

I hope your visit out west was profitable and I will communicate 
with you upon my return. 

Sincerely, 

~Sruk 
lf 



February 25, 1963 

Dr. Jonas Salk 
The Salk Institute for Biological Studies 
Post Office Box 9499 
San Diego 9, California 

Dear Jonas: 

Attached is a Letter to the Editor which might interest you. 

Jim Patton, President of the Farmers' Union, "*'om you met in 

Denver, had a long visit with me yesterday afternoon, He saw 

the LIFE magazine article and he told me that David Lloyd had 

gotten him interested in your Institute. The general conception 

appeals to his imagination and he asked me whether I thought the 

Farmers' Union ought to get into the act of helping you raise funds 

for the Institute. Manifestly~ Patton is quite interested in the 

Institute so that he would go on the Board of Trustees if you were 

to ask him to do so. Whether or not this would serve any useful 

purpose, I don't know. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



Dr. Melvin Cohn 
Pasteur Institut 
~5 Rue du r~cteur Ro~x 
Paris XV , France 

Dear l!el: 

I 'Was v ry pleased. to receive your Roun · ~Rd:iu letter. It is to the 
e~ling as well as to the tbou~htfUl content vo whicJ I ant 

respond pro~tly. 

In s)ite of distances bet>veen us we have all been thinki~ about and 
st:dvin.~ tc:)'\vard the earliest possi'ule oeginrlin~ of th" Institute. I 
huve felt that this will occur vhen ·ve are all to et l! r iu ne place 
and can communicate more intimately than by the wl"it;.ten w"'rd, wit all 
the lini ta.1..iona imposed thereby. I~ v..a.s for thi~ reason that I had 
hoped that our enforced separation coulr be oroUe£ht to an en by the 
CJ~letion of the 1aboratorJ builfrinus by the suruc~r o; 1963. 

It is no·G vtery comforting to realize ~hat the satisi'actor end :t:"'sult., 
wita respec:·c to the builcliOi_;s, idll oo~re. been ~-:11 i'lor-th the delay-~ 
and it •;as :i'or :reasons uf antici >a.t.eu delay -c,hat I e:xplo.t·ed the - s
sibilJ:Gy for a stfostantial inc.erim arrangement with the University of 
c"w_i±'o:rn!a. Even thou:£n you anu. Ed and Jacqu.._ see!llf~d. unintere ... -ced 
I ha;e kept the matter alive hoping tc; brin..., you her~; at a propitious 
time to see for yours .1 ,res e:xactly wila;t 1·re have ::..n minct.. I -was oopeful 
that ,,hen you could see for yo'l..ll"aives- - aud. n!)t through the eyea of oJ" ~:.rl:l -
you, t.oo, -·ou.l see the value of 'the step ,:.'ro_ seQ.. 

Your lc:n;ter a.rri ved on the a.ay Dave Bonn .r an I ·talked about this matter 
(\G;aiu and you, &.long 'dth all of us will receive a Ltter from h1.m of
fe:.."ing space, as .:iacques has so 1J;enerously done, to allo ~ t 1e development 
of your ~tarf, and for all of us to comcl ~J ether in one place in a ~a.y 
tll.a.t 'l;culd cause the Institur.e as a wnole -ro besin. I can a.s .... ure you 
tha·t the c.;,ua.li tati ve difference in my pre-sence · ere, in contact l·d. "Gh those 
~~J are so e3cier UJ serve us, ha~ altered the nature of things to a de~re 
~hat convinces me of the n·ed i~r us Go come to e~ -~rat the earlies~ 
possible rroment. This i~:;, not a -:.;him, out a n~cessit . 



Dr. lcl Vin Cohn 
Po. ..... e 2 
7 .¥arch 1963 

I as fully with your nee· and • 's to be in to establish your 
O't-n:l gruups to advance the day 'hen the unit around you Y~_ll be,5in to 
function to your satisfaction. There are many impondez·ables whic 1 

mter into a decision as to hou this mi ·ht; best e done. Because o 
the im.,_oortanc".) o··· 'c.his c ritical rroment of ·oogi ing1 both ;:ith respect 
to you:r mm e;rou. s and iA:J the Inntitute as a •:oole, I feel that t is 
... ues ion sl uld have the enefi t of a meeting o the J:"'ello'Ws 1 & a grou 1 

~l th~t ~~ not act u.~n o~ respective individual de il s as they have 
o.eveloped under eire ·t&1ces of separation. ;efore receivi > your 1-t-
·...,r I had ask, d Renata ·t;.o a.rra.u.Je a r.1e ''II in_._, ~n -olla_, of' all Resi ent 
'' ·llo s, to d.iscus the l"'O le to lihicll you;r letter referred. t w 

y !'dscuss your propos~l, aud enswer all the cations you heve rais\;;d, 
as well as any· alternative propo alz, I have ask¥d ~ill Glazier to can
vass the 6rou:> .for the earlies·;.. convenient uat.:: f: r e. ~eti in La 
J lla. You will • ear from hi sepa.ratel ~ • 

I &ll .. endin.g a co']y of tt.d.s to e.ll 1~ho receiv · your F.ound-Robin letter. 

Gincerely1 

Jonas SalJt 



May 20, 1963 

Dr. .Jonas Salk 
'lbe Salk Iastttute for Biological studt. a 
Post Office Box 9499 
San Diego 9 • California 

Since X talked with yOU CiJV'er the· t'elepbooe, 1 h&ve been uke4 tO< attend a 

meeting at the end of June, joiatly held by the World Health Orgaui Mtion ancl 

CKRN on the po.asibUity of ee-uu-g up ecme wo1:k in molecular biology 1n Geneva. 

Vlc.tor Weisekopf, John Keudrew and Dr. Martin Kaplan are urgiug me t.o attend. 

As a reault ~. Chis, for the dme b&iD& my sdledule is entirely up in the 

ait'. If I should go to Geneva, I would want to cl<> •ome th:IJ:lgs 1n Europe and -=hese 

I would want to do in June, rather Cban in July. I was -euppoaed t-o attend a small 

tatemattoaal meeUng in Cold .Sp.rf.ngs Harbor from June 6th to 13th and it might 

even be that 1 might bne co cancel that. As soon as 1 know what my eehedule will 

be, 1 w:tll write .JOU a4 we ean then eee whether 1 Cl&ll come out to La Jolla before 

1 .go to. Europe or po&&lblf meet. you in N$W York .after the Cold S'prtnge Batbor meeting. 

t.aat week I wro-te a note to Bill Glaziu ~Eeindtng, him that be was supposed to 

uafc a lettet' for your atgnatore that. would fonnalize my relatf.onsbt.p with the 

laetit.Ut:e.. When he waa in Hew York, he b«d 'read a draft over the telephone to 

me wb:teb aeaaed tc> me ~o eoveX" all the points that needed to be covered. 

With kindest reg4rcls. 

Sl.:o.cerely., 

Leo Sztlerd 



THE SALK INSTITUTE FOR BIOLOGICAL STUDIES 
POST OFFICE BOX 9499, SAN DIEGO 9, CALIFORNIA 

Dr. Leo Szi lar d 
Hotel Dupont Pl aza 
Dupont Circl e and New Hampshi re Avenue 
N.w. 
Washi ngton 6, D. C. 

Dear Leo : 

Jonas tells me he talked to you l ast weekend . He has just 
r etur ned from the East and had t he draft of your l e t ter wit h 
hi m. He will mail i t to you di r ect l y . 

TELEPHONE 459-4191 
AREA CODE 71 4 

21 May 1963 



May 23, 1963 

Dr. Jonas Salk 
The .Salk Institute for Biological Studies 
Post Office Box 9499 
San Diego 9 1 California 

Dear Jonas: 

S.ince I last wrote you. I have COIIIDttted myself to attend the 

meetiug in Geneva at the end of June. I &hall now proceed to re•arraoge 

my schedule and a.s soon as I know what it is I shall write you agaba. 

In the meantime. if you know when you will be East during the mouth 

of June. would you be .good enough to drop me a U.ne? 

tith kind regards. 

Sincerely. 

Leo Szilard 



THE SALK INSTITUTE FOR BIOLOGICAL STUDIES 
POST OFFICE BOX 9499, SAN DIEGO 9, CALIFORNIA 

Dr . Leo Szilard 
Hotel DuPont Plaza 
DuPont Circle and New Hampshire 
Avenue , N.W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear Leo : 

I am very pleased to have your note of 23 May . I expect to be 
in the east for about a week from T June on . I will try to 
reach you then . 

Sincerely, 

/!:alli 
sp 

TELEPHONE 459-4191 
AREA CODE 714 

28 May 1963 



Dr. Salk: Would you please have this 
forwarded to Dr. Szilard 
and send his address to us? 

Thank you very much. 



May 29, 1963 

nr. Jo e s lk 
~e Salk ln titute for 

Biologic Studie 
Post Offic Box 9499 
San Diego 9, california 

Dear Jonast 

My preliminary reaction to Sperry, based upon 
his Scientific American rtiale, i rather mor 
favorable than my preliminary ret ction was to l'kea, 
baaed upon his Harvey Lect.ur .. I would be very much 
interested in meeting Spe~ry, and will do more reading 
an4 asking about him in the anti • 

Concerning Morales , my acquaintance with hi is 
superficial--he took a c::ourse 'With me, but that was 
quite a few years go. Mel and J an st be ch 
better able to evalu t his present capabiliti•s. % 
suspect that he would do be.tt r as a personal faoto
t.u (fer Mel, say) than for the entire group. 

ith beat regard , 

CCI Dr. Dulbacco 
t..-Dr. s•ilard 

Dr. Weaver 

Sincerely, 

Seymour B nzer 



October 7, 1963 

G~orge S. Conn, Treasurer 
The Salk Institute for Biological Studies 
Post Office Box 9499 
San Diego 9, California 

Dear Mr. Conn: 

Your letter of Oatober 4, with its enclosure, has arrived 

while Dr. Szilard is still away from Washington. I expect him 

to be back in Washington sometime around the 15th of this month, 

and you will undoubtedly be bearing from him shortly after his 

return. 

With best wishes, 

Cordially, 

Kay Shannon 
Secretary to Dr. Szilard 



I 

I 
/ 

Dear Dr. Salk: 

J 8.IlWU"y l4' 19 57 

Recently, I 'had occasion to prepare, jointly "Wi. th Dr. William Doex-ing, 
Yale, a. tiemorandum that proposes the crea tion of t'WO elosely connected institutes. 
lie uy c all one of these - Research Insti tu.te f 9r Fundamental Biology and Publie 
Health - and t he other - lnat1 tute f or Problem Studies. The Memorandum vas 
pr pared f or Mr. Cass Canfield, Cba.i.rman of the ExeC1.1t1ve Committe of the 
Board of Directors of Harper & Brothers , publishers, and will be sent to you by 
him together with such oommen ta as he may care to make. 

Althou.gh the planning is still in the dr am. stAge , our t .binki.ng has rea ched 
the point vhere it is necessary t o determine vhether it is movi -, on the right 
track. 'nrl.a is my rea son for wri ti.ng to you. We should like to knov whether you 
agree in principle w.1 th the proposal contained in the Memorandum, and whether 
you would be wilting - if something along these lines should mater ialize ,-- to 
serve a s an Aff iliate ~ember of t he R&seareh Institute. I am. posing the S&Jne 
questions to others whose nt.Ulles are lis ted on the attached sheet and Doering, 
upon bia return .from an extended lecture tour, may contact a few others also. 

As you will see from the Memorandum, t he Institutes will not make grea t 
demands on the time of an Affilia t e .tllember; ve a ssume t he t they will spend one 
week each year at the Institutes. Nevertheles s , t he Affiliate ..Litember s will pl ay 
a decisive role in both Insti tu.tes; they will have to approve the app!Untment of 
new members, both Staff and Aff ilia te. Together with the r egular Staff Members 
of the Research Institute, they will select the problems which the Institute for 
P:robl.em Studies may take up. The Memorandum discusses t heir proposed financiaJ. 
compensation and other relnted matters . 

Three years ago Doering and I had occasion to deal with a topic r elated 
to t hat of t he Memorandum. At that time , along vith others, we were Illllinly con
'cerned with the consp1cious l a g in rep(search aimed at finciing a biological method 
for controlling the birth rate - a methOd th t would be adequate for the needs 
of the Under-Developed areas which are threatened by a population explosion. In 
the intervening three years it has beoo e evident thf',t making available funds 
in the form of grants-in-aid - even to the point vher e there is mor e money being 
offered a t present than there are wortb,y takers - may not be aJ.l t lr•t needs to 
be done , either in the field of Il\aJ~l~Dal1an r eproduction or in ot her fields of re
search vhich are of public importance. 

The recent conversations with Mr. Canfield took their departure again 
from the problem of birth control - which is perhaps the most interesting of 
several problems that seem t o be rea.dy for a concerted a.tteek. The scope of 
these discussions, however, soon widened and we began to see, at leust in outlines, 
the posaibUi ty for a new departure in advancing fUndamental knowledge i n biology 
as well as in applying available knowledge to important problems in the field 
of public health. 



January 14, 1957 

Dr. Jonas Salk - 2. 

Mr. Canfield indicated that he was prepared to explor e if funds could 
be obtained for the creation of an organization th t would be adequate, and 
we talked about all this '\d. th Mr. John Cowles of f1nneapolis 1 who in turn had 
some discussions with Mr. Gaither and Mr. Heal.d (Ford Foundation). 

Having rea ched this point, Doering and I felt that • Canfield could 
not go much further until ve had determined whether our views were shared by 
other!i, and the Memorandum was written with this purpose in Ildnd. The reactions 
which we obtain from you, and the others to vhom this query is directed, \1111 
determine whether we shall go forward 'With this proj eet. You may, at your 
convenience, reply either to me or directly to Mr. Canfield, who ;dll see that 
Doering and I receive copies of your letter. 

Na tura.lly 1 we should be very glad if Y0U Wi:!re able to say on the basis 
of the 8ketcey material sent t o y :>u that you would be willing to serve as an 
A£fil1a.te Member of the Research Institute. Otherwise - particularly if you 
feel that some major changes in the proposed plans are desirable - may I propose 
that either Doering or I discuss these plans with you on some suitable occasion? 
Either Doering or I could contact yau, later on, in order to arrange a con"Veni
ent date. 

IIi th kind personal regards, 

Dr. Jonas Salk 
Department of Preventive Medicine 
The tJniversi 111 of Pittsburgh 

School of l'iedicine 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

LSaRNH 

Si ncer ely yours , 

Leo Szilard 

f. • With the Memorandum. you will find encl9sed1 also, an Appendix. This 
contains my per sonal guesses on what of work mi ght be done i n the In
stitutes and by whe.t kind of people. The Appendix was written in the hope 
that it might serve as the starting point of a later discussion among the 
Affiliate Members. 
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Dr. Jonas Salk 
Municipal Hospital 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Dear Salk: 

February 4, 1957 

Harrison Bro~m has suggested holding a m eting of the 

potential Affilia te Members late in February at Cal Tech, 

and I understand that f.lro Canfield is going to ttrite to you 

about this. All those to whom the original letter was sent 

are not-r accounted for Nith the exception of Teller, who is 

away from Berkeley, and Urcy, who is in England. 
Attached you will find a copy of a letter 't'lhich Mr. Can

field received from Pauling, together with a copy of mr an

swer. 
\·/i th lcindes t regards, 

Sincerely, 

m Leo Szilard 

P.S. Attached also are copies ·Of two memoranda ~1hieh relate 

a biological topic. Thl first of these you have seen; the 
second, I believe, I did not discuss with you. I hope there 

will be an occasion for \us t ·o meet in the not too distant ru-, 

ture and I would be very ~ueh interested to hear what you 

think about it. 

I 

I 
I 

/ 

I 
L 

\ 
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C&nt1e44 · 

I realize both tbe importance and the magnitude ot tbe UD4ertaldng 
propoaed and I can vieualize the much larier problem that Szilard, 

· Doering, and )'OUrltelf undoubtedly see aa well. What abould the l1.m1ts 
bet Bov can 10 di.tticult and so large a tuk be divided! Hov IID.lch 
or a ata.rt should be made novt Is vhat 1e IJI:;M conteq>l&ted to be 
considered an end itself or a.s a means to an endt I 1m11t ult, too, 
still other queationa: Are there people ao enamored ot, and dedicated 
to, the idea that they vill devote themaelvee totally and make them
selves the aerveLnt of ita fultillmentf Ia there aomeone, vith maturity,, 
to carry on the reapona1b1l1 ty for whatever 14e& 11 propoa dt Who is 
the leader--and not in spirit alonet I would not aak theee questions 
vere it not that the idea with which I have 'been preaented 18 so wrthy. 

' But, eomething ill being aalted of ~, by way ot contribution--not of 
time alone but of thought and attention--in a period vhen I muat be so 

•very parsillxmioue about m.y time 1 haVing learned this not only from 
recent eJC;Perience but awa.re of it in my future plana. Al10 1 I am 
1ntluenc d by knowledge or myself--cognizant of what 1a an overpowering 
sense of respone1b1l1ty about anything with wh.1.ch I u identified. 
Could I, therefore, ac>ree to ta.k.e part in an underta.lt1ng 1 the tu.ll 
extent ot which may 'be ta.r greater than 1a nov appa.r.nt1 or tbat vill 
reduce '6!1 degree ot etrecti veneaa in an area, that 1• already charted 
a.~, that Jllight be con.1dere-d to fall Within the larger area that is 
-nov under 001l.61der&t1ont One' e ti.:rle and, ewtrgy abou.l4 be utilized in 
the beat vay poaa1ble. Bow to do t.h1a 1a a queation that. ia d1tricult 
to define but1 pet"hapa, ce.u be8t be ~vered. by- the 1nd1T1du.al. h.1maelt. 

l, too 1 can, and do, dream--t have toun4 that iJl the realm ot reality 
: •. I Jm.18t l1ll11t myself to those:- drea.ma that, oonce1v&bly, I CQuld fulfill 
' cr else, in the at teuwt to do mre 1 I woul.d ~ le••. At th1t very 

meo.t 1 when the tide- ha.e n.ot yet receded, 1 l:~t. velco• a nev wave 
~ keep • trom resting &!ter .& l.oo,a_, harQ. ll'imJ WMn vhat I 

vant to do 1110•t 11 to pl~:Lee my .teet on e.&l"th that ~· tot move with 
the v.t.Dd aQ4 the tia. Th time that I haft o.en .Ole to take tor 
tbough.t about t~ae Mttens hu been borrowd-•but t~ rate ot 1.nteroat 

high. I caonotl now a.ttord. to 1ncreue the bu.rcWn turther 1 at thif 
. time 1 &D.d canpot ~t indulge myael f in the e~ra pleaeure that a 

:eq B»eting would nov afford. Not being able to aee participation Yith 
·. the group on thia occu1on present• ., with the unwlcome reality that 

I very l.U.l7 wo~ be unreasonable 1A ~ to make myself now accept 
the re.aponaib111t1eas of ini tia.l. !ll'mbe~~ 1n an undertakiD8 ao ta.r-
re&c~ .~ 1~a ~lic&~1ona. · 



Dr. Jonas salk 

Municipal Hospital 

Pittabur~, Pennsylvania 

Dear Salk, 

February 12, 1957 

t4a.ny thanks for lillend1ng me a eopy of the letter which 

you \11rote to Mr. Canfield. 

Conoel"ning the last par gra,.,nh of your letter, whieh 

contains the "meat" of it, I quite agl'ee with you that you can 

not ver.y wall commit yourself to becoming an Affiliate' Member 

of the planned OI"gan1zat1on at this t.ilne. In pa.rt1oular, 1f 

you are not able to attend the projected meeting of the other 

potential Affiliate Members., it would 'be difficult for you to 

be sure that what we might create would not be a Frankenstein 

monster. Incidentally, Mr. Qanf1eld is not able to set a date 

for a:ny part of February beoause of conflicting engagements of 

several participants) and if he sets a date tor some time later 

on, I am certain he ll<-111 ~vant to advise you on the off chance 

that you. might be able t .o attend such a later meet:ing .• 

I think I know how you reel about all this. It is 

indeed d1ff1eul t to avoid a pending one' a time rushing around 

t.ri thout acc·omp11sh1ng anything ~1orth while. 

I do not knOw, of cou~e, tmetho~ we shall succeed 

in getting this enterprise out of the dream atage or what shape 

it will take when it gets out of that stage. HO\·;ever# it we 

succeed in getting a really enjoyable group of Affiliate Members, 

a strong case may be made for your attending the first row meet

ings on two grounds: Firat;J as a "dutyn because these first few 

meetings may decide the shape of things to come. And $eoond -

more important .. on grounds of the principle "pleasure before 

bua1neaa. 11 I ehall not try to make out a case for your parti-



2. 

c1pat1on on either of these grounds for the present, but when 
I see you I shall certainly try to make out a case for your 
f llowing during the next fe~1 years the pr1ne1ple of "pleasure 
before business . n If \';e do not manage to get together an en• 
Joyable group of Affiliate r~mbers - at the ver,y least - we 
have no right t.o be in this nbusinese 11 at all. 

l~oviak and I believe that perhap-s we have undersold 

Mil ton Wei er to you in an effort to bend over baok-ward to a 

degree wh1oh amounts to a painful contortion. More about this 
on another ooca.sion. 

Sineere:ly, 

Leo 3Zila:t'd 

m 
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Dr. Jonas Salk 
School of Medeoine 
University of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Dear Jonas: 

Washington, D.C. 
24 December 1961 

Enclosed is the latest version of my "Speech" which 

will show you what I am up to. The reaction of the press 

continues to be exceedingly favorable - so far not a hostile 

comment. I am attaching a sample taken from Commonweal, a 

Catholic publication. 

It seems to me that since your Institute will not be 

in operation until the middle of 1963 and since we do not 

yet know who the staff might be, it would be just as well to 

defer any discussion of what my exact relationship with the 

'p 

Inst~tute should be - if I am alive and well when it goes into 

operation. I should be glad, however, to receive a formal of-

fer, similar to the standard type offer you may make to others, 

at this time. I would regard this as an option which would en-

able me 

ao currently to decide whether to accept or reject other, 



eonflieting1 offers. 

b. Later on, nf~ro~:l:"' decide whether to accept your offer 

as it stands, or make a counter proposal which would involve 

a lesser financial commitment on the part of your Institute 

and a less tight relationship. 

It would be useful if we could meet before you leave for 

Europe in order to discuss -

1. your general plans about the development of the 

Institute. 

2. the staffing of the Institute. 

I could then on my trip west perhaps keep my eyes open 

and look for young, as yet undiscovered, geniuses. 

With kindest regards. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D.O. 
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THE SALK INSTITUTE FOR BIOLOGICAL STUDIES 
POST OFFICE BOX 9499, SAN DIEGO 9, CALIFORNIA 

Dear Leo: 

TELEPHONE 459-4191 
AREA CODE 714 

5 February 1963 

LIFE Magazine has just published a piece on The Institute. As you 
know this was done with our knowledge and cooperation . Originally 
it was to be a lead article in a Special Supplement on Science. 
The Special Supplement plan has been temporarily shelved for magazine 
reasons and ~he decision was made to r educe the article plus pictures 
from sixteen pages in the Supplement to about one -half that amount 
in a regular issue. 

I need not tell you that this sort of thing is always fraught with 
danger because the magazine has its own purposes . They tend to 
personalize anything they do in a way that the rest of us do not 
find congenial. Much to my displeasure this turned out to be more 
personal than I \faS led to believe. vle made strong requests for 
changes, not all of which were granted . 

On the more productive and pleasanter side, more real progress has 
been made since my arrival on 21 December than for a long time. You 
will, very soon, learn about The Education of JES and about >mat if 
I knew then I would have done differently . But, it is nice to have so 
much behind us, so much solidity under us now, and so much to which to 
look forward. 

A great deal more very soon. Until then 

Dr . Leo Szilard 
The DuPont Plaza 
DuPont Circle 
Washington, D. C. 

}1~~~~"'-'C.. 

~~w - -tW, 1vu, ~-
' T 
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February 11, 1963 

Dr. Jonas Salk 
The Salk Institute for Biological Studies 
La Jolla, California 

Dear Jonas: 

Upon receipt of your letter I looked at Life 

magazine . It seems to me that they have handled 

the matter as well as one can expect them to do . 

The article will do no harm and it mig.ht be of help 

in the raising of funds. 

Your posc.script, "I knmv I o,.,e you a letter" , 

I found somewhat disturbing, because it has been my 

experience that those of my friends who kept remind--
ing me, ea~h time they saw me , tr~t they owed me money , 

rarely paid their debts . 

Sinc .... re1y, 

Leo Szilard 

-



March 29, 1963 

Dr. Jonas Salk 
The Salk Institute for Biological Studies 
Post Office Box 9499 
San Diego 9, California 

Dear Jonas: 

f the weekend 
of ve begun to quiet 
downo My reason for 

and 
There are a 
this letter 

rk in biology, 
long to plan to stay here. 
into this re-examination and 

n ruary, I am free to retire from active 
of Chicago on October 1st. I can, if I wish, 
on active service, working as a retired pro~ 

Because 
service at the 
continue beyond 
fessor, under a research grant. 

One of the things that I need to consider at this time is whether 
I would want to exercise my option of becoming a resident fellow at the 
Institute and move to La Jolla at an early date. Before deciding whether 
or not to pick up the option, I would have to know, h<n1ever, what the terms 
of this option are. 

When I saw you last Summer, we were agreed that even though the 
Institute may not have a fixed retirement age, it would seem sensil:s 
that the requirements for space and budget of a resident fellow who gets 
to be past 65 should be less than the requirements of the younger resident 
fellows, which have been standardized at a rather high level. You wanted 
to determine how this principle should apply to my case and then write me 
the terms that would apply. If you should wish to discuss this matter 
with me further, before commiting yourself to a concrete proposal, I should 
be glad to meet you at a time convenient to you, as soon as this can be 
arranged. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Leo Szilard 



THE SALK INSTITUTE FOR BIOLOGICAL STUDIES 
POST O FFICE BOX 9499, SAN DIEGO 9, CALIFORNIA 

Dr . Leo Szilard 
Hotel DuPont Plaza 
DuPont Ci rcle and New Hampshire 
Avenue ) N. w. 
Washington 6) D. C. 

Dear Leo : 

I am encl osing a draft of a letter for your consideration . 

I'll be i n the east the week of 29 Apr i l and the f i rst of 
the following week . I'll be at the Hotel Haddon Hall on 
30 April-l May and in New York at the Carlyle the evening 
of l May . Perhaps we coul d talk further at that t i me . 

Sincerel y ) 

TELEPHONE 459-4191 
AREA CODE 714 

26 Apri l 1963 



, 

DRAFT 

Dear Dr . Szilard : 

At the meeting of Fe llows on 19 May 1962 it was voted that 

upon your election you could choose to relinquish your role 

as Non-Resident Fel low and become a Resident Fellow . Now 

that you have indicated your desire to do so we would like 

to make the necessary arrangements . 

I have been asked, by the Fellows whom I have told of 

your desire , what your intentions are with respect to biology . 

Would you tell me as much as is possible at this time of what 

you may now have in mind in this regard . 

Would it be reasonable to assume that your principal 

contributions may be in the realm of biological theory from 

which experiments would be suggested? If this be so , then 

those who are responsible for the operation of laboratories 

would look upon you as a Fell ow-at -Large , in a sense; exper -

iments that are suggested by your formulations could be 

carried out in collaboration with one group or another . I 

would be pleased to offer laboratory-hospitality to develop 
~~ 

a number of things that you mi ght have in mind, and that fo~ 
" 

some time I have had in mind to discuss with you . 
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When the laboratory building is completed in the latter 

part of l964J a study would be assigned to youJ and in addition 

office space for yourself and a secretary . Policy in respect 

to Resident Fellows would require that the Institute make 

up the difference between your retirement and social security 

annuity and the $25,000 salary for Resident Fellows which is 

to continue for life. To this will be added such insurance 

benefits as may be possible . A budget for secretary, travel, 

and other incidental expenses in connection with your duties 

as a Fellow would be $ per annum, the unspent balance 

of which would accumulate and continue to be available for 

five years at the end of which time 20 per cent of the balance 

would revert to the Endowment Fund . 



: 

April 30, 1963 

Dr. Jonas Salk 
The Salk Institute for Biological Studies 
P. o. Box 9499 
San. Diego 9, California 

Dear Jonas: 

1 have your letter of the 26th. It seems to me that what we need to do ia 
first to fomalize my relationship to the Institute and thereafter, to explore 
the various alternatives which 1 might pursue. The aimplest way to formalize my 
relationship with the Institute would be for• you to write me a letter which should 
contain no extraneous material, since your letter and my acceptance is meant to 
formalize a contractual rela~ionshtp. 

I have, on the basis of the draft which was enclosed with your letter, pre• 
pared another draft whieb I am attaching for your consideration. 1 believe the 
attached version would adequately fo~lize my relationship with the Institute 
if the figUTes, which are left open, are pu.t tn. 1 would have to await the receipt 
of 80Die such letter before 1 can begin to make decisions. 

This does not mean, of course, that in the meantime we cannot diac.usa matters 
of substance. 

('m/---
For(the fi.rst and bi:ggest decision is whether or not I should move to La Jolla. 

Perhaps the moat impo-rtant factor in this decision ia what work Trude eould find 
there far herself. She is at present working both for the Pan American Sanitary 
Bureau and for the National Institutes of Health arul she would not be happy in. La 
Jolla unleas she could find there, or in San Diego, work in her own field. Even 
though I have no trouble and no symptom&, this does not mean that I may expect to 
liv-e forever and 1 would want Tnxte to continue being active in her profeuion. 

If 1 decide to move to La .Jolla, this does not neeeesarlly mean that 1 have 
to awitc.b: ovu to being a ltesident Fellow. !'or a while at leaat I might want to 
work at l.a Jolla while remaining 011 .,active aervice8 with the UnlvertJity of Chicago 
under the current arr&llgement. 

If 1 .change over to be a Resident Pellow at the Institute there are two alter
natives, depending on whether or not 1 assume responsibility not only for the 
planning, but also for the carrying out of experiments. 

Whether I would wan_to~e!Mi!Pa8!e&P&!if&!f¥msefc!lsMoJJNrifiiF.d on 
whether I would be able to ·- · 



Dr • JOMS Salk 
Page two 
April 30. 1963 

Sometime within the predictable future, I may want to expl«e tb:ls point and at 

that time I would need to know what amount of labora:toey space and what aala-ry 

budget for co·wo~ker$ would be allotted to me. 

I believe we are all agreed that in the end moat o-f the salaries can and 

•hould ccme from s('afits and that the main purpose of allotting a salary budget 

ls to enable the Be ident Fellow to make commitments to co-workers prior to 
atpplylng for grants. Further. it seems to me that even though there 11 no 

retirement age at the Institute, there ought to be a phasing out of requirements 

fot; tpace and salary b(tdget· as a Resident Pellow gets old r.. It might be rea.son .. 

able to asaume that on ~e average the space requi:rement between the age of 65 and 

72 of a .Resident Fel.low might be ee.t at half of that. of the younger Resident 

Fellows and the salary budget might aleo be about one•half. Above the age of 72, 

these requirements might drop by another factor of two .. 

It would be my present estirnat6 that 1-n order to set up a major elq)Mimental 

program, 1 might ne•d about 2500 square fee.t laboratory apace (net) anct aalary 

budget between $3S - $SO,OOO for a period end1ng. October 1• 1970. 

1 am not a&king fol' a cosxan1tment in thj.s t:egat'd right now and the attache.d 

draft would not bind ~he Institute in this l'egard. 

Sincerely youra, 

Leo Szilard 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Date. ____________________ __ 

I am writing to confirm your appointment as a Non-Resident Fellow at the 

Institute. This appointment is for ---- years and the starting date ia set 
as. __________________ _ 

As a Non-Resident Fellow you will be compensated as 

follows: 

Further, I am writing to confirm that you may resign as a •Resident 

with respect to la for your eo-workers. 

Institute, your annual salary as a 

Resident Fellow would $25,000 and continue for life except that there 

would be deducted from this salary your retirement annuity and social security 

annuity. 

Your budget for secretary, travel and other incidental expenses in connection 

with your duties as a Fellow would be $ ___ ___ per annt.ID, the unspent balance 

of which would accunulate and continue to be available for five year.a, at the end 

of which time 20'1 of the balance would revert to the Endowment Fund. 

If, at the time when you wish to exercise this option, or any time thereafter, 

you would want to be in direct charge of experimental work, the amount of laboratory 

space and the salary budget for your collaborators would have to be determined by 

mutual agreement. 

Sincerely yours, 



Dr . Leo Szilard 
Hotel DuPont Plaza 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear Doctor Szilard : 

The Salk Institute 
for Biological Studies 

S A N D IEGO. C A LIFORN I A 

21 May 1963 

I am writing to confirm your appointment as a Non- Resident Fellow at 
The Institute . This appointment is for six years and the starting date 
is set as l July 1963 . As a Non- Resident Fellow you will be compensated 
as follows : $3,000 per annum paid monthly and reimbursement of reason
able expenses incurred in travel for The Institute, not to exceed a total 
of $3,000 per annum . 

Further, I am writing to confirm that you may resign as a Non- Resident 
Fellow and become a Resident Fellow at your option, on ninety days 
notice, at any time prior to l July 1965 . If you exercise this option 
and become a Resident Fellow of The Institute, you will be on equal 
footing with all the other Resident Fellows except with respect to 
laboratory space and salary budget for your co-workers . 

The term "Resident Fellow" obviously connotes residence at the pke 
and location of The Institute . If you should exercise this option 
which would require your residing in or about San Diego, the matter 
of residence is one which you personally would have to arrange subject 
to whatever assistance is provided for Resident Fellows . 

In line with the current policy of the Institute, your annual salary 
as a Resident Fellow would amount to $25,000 and continue for life except 
that there would be deducted from this salary any retirement and social 
security annuities . 



Dr . Leo Szilard 

The Salk Institute 
for Biological Studies 

SAN DIEGO , C ALIFORNIA 

Page 2 21 May 1963 

Your budget for secretary, travel and other incidental expenses in 
connection with your duties as a Resident Fellow would be $10, 000 
per annum, the unspent balance of which would accumulate and continue 
to be available for five years, at the end of which time 20% of the 
balance would revert to the Capital or Endowment Fund . 

I f at any time after you have exercised your option,you wish to be in 
direct charge of experimental work, the amount of laboratory space and 
the salary budget for your collaborators would have to be determined by 
mutual agreement . 

s · cerely, ~ 

s Salk 



May 23., 1963 

Dr. Jouas Salk 
The Salk Institute for Biological Studies 
POst Office Box 9499 
SaD Dt ·go 9, California 

Dear Dr. Salk: 

I am writing to ack&lowledge receipt of your letteT of May 21st 

in whi~h you confirm lliY appointmeztt as a Non-Resident Fellow at The 

Institute. I am writing to say that I am accepting this appointment. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 
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