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£ TO MEETING OF DIRECTORS IN TULCSON

PHOENIX DID NOT SEND REPRESENTATIV
OM AUTOMOBILE CLUB

YESTERDAY BUT INSTEAD SENT WR ITTEN OFFER FR
BANKHE AD  HIGHWAY'. THROUGH ARIZONA FREE OF

PRESIDENT SUTTER AND MYSELR .

OF ARIZONA TO SIGN
CHARGE BUT THE]R OFFER WAS 'ﬁECLINED//

ADTHORIZED TO GO TO PHOENIX FOR FINAL CONFERENCE WITH DEMAND

THAT THEY REPUDIATE RECENT * ACTiON AND CARRY OUT PLEDGE.
D
MADE AT DOUGLAS/RESOLUT!ON PASSED P-LﬁDGING ASSOCIATEION TO SIGN R‘OA

FROM ELPASO TO YUMA BY AJO IF PHOENIX CONTINUES T0

REFUSE YOU PERMISSION TO SIGN ~ IN MARICQPQ/GlLL BE IMPOSSIBLE

FOR SUTTER TO GO TO PHOENIX UNTIL MlDDLF OF NEXT
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS - 1344 SOUTH FIGUEROA ST. - LOS ANGELES

SAN DIEGO COUNTY OFFICE
137 BROADWAY,
SAN DIEGO, CAL.

October
19th
1921
Col. Ed. FlOtOher,
San Diego,
Calif,

My dear Colonel:

Attached hereto please find
correspondence referring to the signposting
of the Bankhead National Highway from San Diego
to Kl Paso whioh may be helpful to you on
your forthconing trip,

1 am turning the originsal
correspondence over to you and request that

same be returned to us when you return from
your forthocoming trip,

Very truly yours,
AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA,

, Ceos

OOEOHGStay.
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HORACE O.MIL
STANDISH L.MIT

. B.LIPPINCOTT,

DIRECTORS ADVISORY BOARD

W.LVALENTINE
H.W.KELLER
HORACE O.MILLER
FRED L.DAKER
A.C.BALCH
FRANK P. FLINT
EDWARD T. OFF
HARRY CHANDLER
EDWARD D.LYMAN

SMDENT
R, =ViCcE PRESIDENT
HELQ., SEcRETAnyY

wte Counaew
wmino Enoincee

HOME 60259
MAIN 4406

Autmghile-ChibwliSmtlenn Gty

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS - 1344 SOUTH FIGUEROA ST. - LOS ANGELES

SAN DIEGO COUNTY OFFICE
137 BROADWAY,

SAN DIEGO, CAL.

October
19th
1921
Col, kd, Fletcher,
San Diego,
Calif,
Dear Sir: RE: SIGNPOSTING BANKHEAD NAT'L HIGHWAY
from SAN DIEGO to EL PASO
Following our conversation this
morning I conferred with Mr, Mitchell over the phone

and 1 am authorized to state to you that our
organization is ready and willing to signpost the
Bankhead National Highway from San Diego to El Paso
either via Phoenix or via Ajo, in accordance with
the agreement made at the Douglss meeting in May
last, or we are willing to withdraw entirely from
this controversy., The decision rests entirely with
the authorities along the routes mentioned,

You are therefore authorized
to make this offer in the name of the Automobile Club
of Southern California and we will await with interest
advicesa from you whether to immediately proceed with
this work or to abandon the plans therefor,

Yours very truly,
AUTOMOBILE CLUF OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

= Field Secretary:

CEM/MN

FRANK J.BELCHER, Jn. San Diweoo

GENERAL OFFICE PHONES

-
‘_»-‘-____._____-_,.._,..-__._. e . S——— . o -

E— T

‘. \
\‘ v

\:'Il' ﬁw :r B e i
4 wor® © :
A
By
VA ) ’ UTOLlOBILEICLUB OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
2 b v San Diego County Office
: -b‘i‘.-,;s:"'r-. Sy cﬂ& 137 BI'OBG.HB'Yn
"‘ H‘\}:\'g".' San Diego’ Cal.

i ,. October 19th, 1921

Col. Ed Fietoﬁdr,

San Diego, Calif,

"“RE: SIGHPOSTINC BANKHEAD IT'L HIGEWAY
R from SAN DIEGO to EL PASO

Dear Sir:

Following our conversation this morning I
conferred with kir, Mitchell over the phone and I am
authorized to state to you that our organization is
roady and willing to signpost the Bankhead National
Highway from San Diego to E1 2aso either via thoenix
or via Ajo, in accordance with the agreement made at
the Douglas meeting in liay last, or we are willing to
withdraw entirely from this controversy. The decision
re:ttf onglrely with the authorities along the routes
mentionecd. -

You are thorefore aunthorized to make this
offer in the name of thoe Automobile Club of Southern
California and we will await with interest advices
from you whethor to immediately proceed with this
work or to abandon the plans therefor.

Youre vory tiruly,
AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF SOUTHERH GALIFORINIA

By C. E. Hostay.

CEM/MN Fiold Secrotary
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November 5, 1921

Mr, C. E. HoStay, V///
Automobile Club of Southerm California,
Los Angoles, Califarnia.

My dear Lir. MeStay:

Answering your letter of 0 ctober 3lst, which -
I £ind on my desk on my return from San Francisco, will
eay that Yuma, Pima and Cochise counties will puss
formal resolutions, and forward them in a few days,
authorizing the Automocbile Club of Southern California
to put signe on the Ajo route, and §d%1l probably call
it the "Borderland Route”. ‘

I had a talk with the state engineer, lr,
Maddook, also with the Chamber of Commorce of Phoenix,
and thoy confirmed the arrangement whereby the Auto
Club is to put the "Auto Club of Southern California”
and the "Auto Club of Arizona" on the same sign, and
aign£the Bankhead highway thru Pinal and Marioopa
counties.

Regarding the oexact locution of the route
between Phoenix and Yuma, I wonld suggest that you
leave that matter entirely up to Mr, liaddocks, the
state engineor and sign-post the temporary route.

Governor Campbell told our party, and it also
came out 'in the papers: the next day, that the highway
would be in good pessable shape between Phoenix and Yuma
in two years. I believe Phoonix ies going to get bdusy.
while I was in Tuceon nearly every organization endorsed
a bond issue of $260,000 in Pima County to complete
the highway to the Yuma county line, €0 miles of which
is already oonstruoted, Between Tuoson and AjJo we made
50 miles an hour, a f&ne plece of work, 3

& We aie'aaaiat Yuma county in selling its
bonds at par, $260,000, with which to complete the road,
with federal aid money, to the if aricopa County line,-
-and also to put in a good passable road to the Pima

{

}



Page Two

County line via the Ajo route. ‘I do not think you will

have any more trouble over in irizona.

I will send you the official resolutions as

acted on by the boards of the Yuma, Pima and Cochise
counties, ac soon as I receive them.

EF:KiH

Yours very truly,

DAVID A, FARIES,.CounacL
IVAN KELS0, Aasociare CounacL
o B LIPPINCOTT, ConauLning EnaingeR

OFFICERS
W.LVALENTINE, PresinenT
HWHELLER, I"Vice PrenipenT
HORACE .O MILLER, 2°*Vice PrEsiDENT
STANDISH L MITCHELL, SecweTany
SIDNEY H.ELLIB Jn Anar. SECACTARY

DIRECTORS
W.L VALENTINE
HWKELLER
MORACE O MILLER
FRED L BAKER
A C BALCH
FRANK P. FLINT
COWARD T.OF F
HARKY CHANDLER
EOWARD D.LYMAN

ADVISORY BOARD
RANK J BELCHER, Jn. SanDizeo
B.FULLER.InezmaL
.EVMAH HUFF, Onanecx

A

€07

.BENCHLLEY, Onanoc
HN H.FISHER, San Beananpino
NK A MILLER, Rywvemsioe
A BARLOW, Henw P
.D.HUBBARD, Santa Bansana
EN MADDOX, Tuiame
CHAS. DONLON, Ventuma
De WM. STOVER, Sax Lus Osaro
H.J NICHOLS, Pouona

eon™C

GENERAL OFFICE PHONES

HOME 60259
MAIN 4406
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS - 1344 SOUTH FIGUEROA ST. - LOS ANGELES

November 12, 1921.

Col. Ed Fletcher,
Fletcher bBldg.,
San Piego, Calif.

Llly dear Colonel:

I would very much appreciate & report from you on the
signposting situation in arizona &s the result of your meet-
ing at *ucson.
from various parties interested, but I wish to have your
understanding of tlhie situation in order thut I may pnresent
same to our board of Yirectors at its next mecting, my action
in regiestinc you to act as owr representative in this matter
having been confirmed by the Soard.

with kird regards, I am

Very truly jyours,

74 o L A / el e
) / P R
( 'éf /i// /.{/_,-_’fz‘f—‘ti-‘,,..'
Field Secretify.
(C. 2. licStay) /

e have received considerable correspondence-



llovember 14 1921

ir, Carl loStay, Field Mngr., /
Automobile Club of Southern culifomia.
Los Angeles, California,

My dear lLr. licStay:

Answering yours of Hovember 12th, will say
we reached a unanimous:agreement at Tugson, and on the
folloing basis:

That the sutomobile Club of Southern California
was to sign the Borderland Route from San Diego to El
Paso, via AJo, and have it marked "Borderlaund Route".

- That the counties in Arizona thru which is
passes would pass formal resolutions to that effect, that
all signs bear the words "iuto Club of Southern California”
and would also express a desire whether or not thoy wanted
tho words ".mto Club of Arizona"” out on,

T '.1111 soon furnish you with the official
resolutions of the Boards of Supervisors.

As regards the Bankhoad Highway, it was agroed
that thoe route to be signed was from Yuma to: Phoenix and
Zhoenix to Tucson, via Florence, thence East to E1 Paso;
that in sny event the "Auto Club of Southsrn Cal iforn:la"
wes to be put on the signs, also "iuto Club of Arizona”
in any counties whero the cbtmtiea themselves formally
reqnested it.

San Diego and Imperial Counties will want the
sutomobile Club of Southern Californis to’sign-post to
Yuma via E1 Centro and Holtville and Inve on the signs
"Borderland Route and Bankhead Highway". Each county from
Yuma via AjJo and Tuceon to the lew Hex:loo 1ine w1l want |
the words "Borderland Route" in any event, uand will express
themselves as to whother or not they want the words -

"Bankhoad Highway" in addition. I have recommended that
thoy put on the signs both "Bankhead Hishway and Borderland
Route” from Tuoson to El1 PaBo.

o have no authority to tnark it Bankhead jHighway
from Yuma to Tuceon via ijJo. :

ok (15 5 ditel gl i e Lt o 4 e hiuiat e 2 LTI e e 3
P b Sl eyt s SRy b G ST e L 2ty £ Sl 5/

December 20, 1921,

Automobile Club of Southern California,
1344 South Figueroa Street,
Los Angeles, Cal ifornia
Attention Mr. MeStay.

Gent lemen :

Confirming our understanding, inclosed here-
with find authority of the Board of Supervisors of
Yuma County, dated November 25th, 1921, also the
authority of the Board of Supervisors of Cochise
County, dated Hovember 224, 1921, together with letter
of Hovember 28th, 1921 of the Southwestern Bankhead
Highway Association, guaranteeing the cost, also authori-
zation of the Board of Supervisors of ?ima County, dated
November 8, 1921 - all giving the Automobile Club of
Southern California authority to sign the highway from
Yuma via Ajo to the New Mexico line, same to be sign-
posted "Borderland route”, and payment of same guaranteed
at the rate of $1.25 per mile.

I inclose also copy of letter from the County
engineer of Yuma County d.ated December 6th, 1921, all of
which is explanatory.

Under date of December l1loth, 1921, I received
the following information from Douglas, Arizona, It was
a letter written to the Southwestern Bankhead Highway
Association by the Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, gist of
which is contained in the following paragraph:

"The Board of Supervisors of laricopa
County have agreed to the arrangement for having
the road signed by the Southern California .iutomo-
bile Club, with the request that the market of
the Automobile Club of Arizona be placed on the
gigns in laricopa County. It is probable that
other counties will be glad to have the Arizona
Club's emblem on the sign in addition to the emblem
of the Southern California Club. This is, however, a

matter for each individual county to decide for itself.”

A8 Yuma County, Pima County and Cochise County

have not asked for the Automobile Club of Arizona's insignia

to be put on these signs, you will pleasc eliminate them
and only put the Auto Club of Southern California sign on?
However, if it is satisfaoctory to the Boards of Supervisors
of any of these counties mentioned to later on add the Auto
Club of Arizona insignia, this is satisfactory to us,

Please let me know at an early date how soon you
aro going to get into aoction,

Yours very truly,
ED FLETCHER

e e o

e e Al



‘Uaddock, the state engineer, and in the presence of lr.

. )

w5

I expect to send the formal resolutions to
you in a fow days from Yuma, Pima and Cochise counties.

ihile in Phoenix I had a conference with Mr.

]

Conway, the county engineer of Yumz County, the above -~

. -~

S T Y

‘

Thanking you for your ‘cooporation in this
natter, I am - o, 45 it : |

Sincerely yours,

~
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derived from the neirbers of tiiis body, unless sucn exgenditwres con pro-
vide for the perpetuation and maintenunce of & throuzhh and coalete cystem
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS — 1344 SOUTH FIGUEROA ST. = LOS ANGELES of sigs that will tend to developn travel to dsoutner: Czlirornic.

The plan as originully lcid out by owr engineers included the sismposting
of the mein route of travel north and southr ti:rough Ilew llexico from Sccorro
(the junction uoint vAth the liationzl 0ld Lrzils dozd) to Z1 Pase, thence
wvestwerd fromil Paso to osan lDiepoe. IThis would _Jrovido o clhannel of travel

Jan. Srd, 1322, catiserd from big Springs, leb., on the Lincoln Lijhway, to Zrinided, Solo.,
Socorro, liew llexico, to &1 Paso, Yexus, by means 03 wiich travel cowld con-
veéniently iind its .r.:.y over the southesrn route. This wes a u.-t o the
orizinal plun o1 transcontinentzl sisns laid out in 1914 znd owr si-us nove
: vbeen standing ana under constant maintenznce Ifrom Lig SoHrings, +80., TO
Col. Zd Fletcher, W Socorro, “ew iexico, for seven yeirs.
Fletcher Bldg., : '
San “iego, Czlifornia. - That portion of the project which is o so rmchh interest to 3zn Diejo, how
s evor, we heve been unable to uccanplish, 'irst, by reason o o lick of inter-
iy deaxr Col. +letcher: : est the oart of the uutiorities and orzanizations ulon_ tihe route, and
:1t;ter1y, beczuse of the attitnde token by the «rizonz atomobile -sssocic-
Your communicztion of Yec. 20th rererring to the project of sign- tion.
posting the LSenkhead Ilational lighway, ete., from San Diego to
=1 Pcso, is beiore me. If you can suzgest any feasible means by wiich this. cun be overcome without
leaving Phoenix and vicinity out of the plan entirely (whicl: in my opinion
& situwtion has developed winich I Tear will retard if not zalto- : would incur = bitter feeling, detrimentol to the trade interests of all of
getiier pronibit our organization curryingz out this poroject. Southern Czlifomiz) we certainly would like to licur from you.
In a conference with ire. Earry Jelch of the Phoeni: Chamber o Com- In assuming the grocter portion of the exsense for the woris contempl sted
werce recentlyitvas bsrouzat out thet first, the srizona sutouobile (the cost of sane wowld actuzlly be severxd times the (l.25 jor mile chixrze
~ssociztion nus zlrezdy placed its signs across ilaricopa County; : fixed) we must have very definite assurance that the si s crected will e
therefore, asy .ork tiut we mizht do in that section vould merely pexnitted to remain, otierwise our orgznizution would ve westing a consiuderaule
duplicate that zlready done; second, that it is the znnounced in- swi which this oroject involves.
tention of that organization to replace any signs thit might be | _
erected by owr organization in the State of Arizon: as rapdily as ; I wvill aweit with much interest your reply hereto.

their iunds would permit.

Wit kindest personal regurds, 1 am
It was 2lso broucht out that the Arizona orgenization is endeavorinu,

with sone measure of success, t handle tie situation in that - Yery truly yours,
Stute thomselves; therefore, we do not wish to be placed in the | '
20sition of antugonizing or interiering with- a body doing a similar 3 SRR e
I tuke the position, and I feel sure that lr. Mitchell and our Board | ~ Fleld de ret:ar;.n
of Yirectors will sustain me, that we have no right to spend funds AR (Ce &y MoStuy)
‘ ; CEL:W
Arit {\3/1 /
YOERNED '
vy
x !
oY :




January
Twenty -four
1988

iy, Carl E. LicStay,
automobile Club of =outhern Cal ifornisa,
Los Angeles, Californis.

L)y dear lir. lleStay:

answering yowrs of January 3d, enclosed
find the original letter from Thomas l'addock, state
engineer of California, whose consent you asked me
to get in the matter of sign-posting thru the
counties of the state of arizona.

I have secured the formal consent of Pima,
Cochise and Yuma counties. The State Engineer of
California has apmroved.

You wired the nieeting at Tucson, stating I
nad Tull authority to speak on behalf of the Automobile
Club of Couthern California. I have delivered my
oart of the contract, and I want to know at an early
date whether or not the sutomobile Club of Southern
California is going to do as it agreed to do.

You make a mistake, lleStay, if you give me
a negative answer on this matter, for I am deadly in
earnest, and I am only hoping that the Automobile Clubd
0f Southern California will put this route on the mas,
and immediately. .

liay I have a reply at the earliest possible

date?
Yours sincerely,
: ED FLETCHER
ZPF (XKLL
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Col. Zd Fletcher,
rletcher 31l g.,
Sen Diego, Culif.

Ly dear Colonel:

April 7, 1922,

Your commnication of the 30th ult., to Lir. Liitchell, enclosing
therewith letter from Dr. Joinson of the Lee Highwoy ‘issociation,
2s referred to me =nd I made an efiort to see you while in Szn
Diego attending the ceramonies of. the commencement of construction
work on the si:mposting system iLetween Szn Diego a2nd Z1 Pcso,

but found that you were out of the city.

Inasmuch @ the sims heve 21ready been made up wnd shiored te tihe
recessary points z2lonyg tie road and the construction outtit is
already engcsed in the work of construction, it will not be
dossible to ke eny change in the type of sign. Tw tymes of
signs uxe beins crected, the route sign showing the Bankhead Highe
way and Borderland Route numes where both rcutes troverse tie sarne
roid. The second und more imvortunt sign i s the direction sicn
wvith its a«rrovs, numeés of communities and milezges tiercto. This
sign carries no other nuntter, owr idex beiny to corndense it as mech
&s possible in order to grovide 1lurge, rezdable lettering.

I notc vith satisfoction thit Dr. Johnson expresses his willin-nsss

to eliminate Lee liichwa

icons on all secticns of the roud between

Sen VYiego und L1 “uso where the sume route which we zre now sign-
posting is traversed, und I believe this will elimin:te tie pos=-

sibility of any comtroversy.

Concerning the signposting of the route b way of Phoenix, you
are probubly aware that Phoenix has so far declined owr offer to



signoost that route @s well as the route by vay of ajoe I expect
to e to Phoenix for a conference with their Chambor of C~rwerco-
wad Automcbile Cluzb officials about the 1ith inst., &t vhich time
cur offer to si;npost this route will be reneved. By thuat tiwve,
nowever, & hope that our construction cutfit will have comnleted
tie zreuter portion if not &1l of the construction work in Arlzonc
lonz the Ajo Routa.

liy vest efforts will be given to trying to induce the people of
“hoenix to co-operate, s our organiztion has no dsire to in-
fluerce travel awey from thit section. We are, however, comnitted
to sicnpost the mute from Sazn Diegp to &1 Puso and that is being
rushed to completion @s repidly &s possidble.

Frankly, I do not bslieve that we will sufier the loss of any
travel or in any other manner retard the development of the Iee
Hdighwsey by reuson of not huving its merkers placed along the route
between =1 Paso and Szn Yiego, and if you will use your efforts

to disccurege the demcnd for same it will be appreciated.

With xindest personil regonds, I am

Very truly yours,

Field Secretary.
(C. B. MeStay)

Q
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April Fleventh 1922

Mr, Carl. 2, licstay,
Automotile Club of Southern C2lifornia,
Los Angeles, Culifornia.

‘lly dear icotay:

Answering your letter of the 7th, do I
und erstand from your letter that no arrangerents cén
be made Lo nut tho words "Lee ifighway' on the Auvtomobile
¢lub of southern California signc from San Diego to
Zhoonix, via Tuma, even if we may for it? Or, will it
be necessary for us to put up independent signsc

I hope the Auto Club will cooperate with us
ijn this matter and will appreciate an early reply.

- Youré ‘gincerely,

TR XN

ok AS RNV T L
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April 13th, 1922,

Col. Ed Fletcher,
Fletcher Bldg.,
San Diego, Calif.

My dear Colonel:

I just returned from Phoenix this morning following a conference with
the Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, the Automobile Club of Arizona and the
Board of Supervisors of Maricopa County, regarding the signposting of the

;oug by way of Phoenix, and I find your letter of the 1llth inst., on my
28

The signs have already been erected from San Diego through to Tucson,
the construction outfit reaching the latter point last night; therefore,

I do not see how it would be possible for us to make & change in the present

system of marking. All of the signs from Tucson eastward to El Paso and
from E1 Paso to Xent, Texas, an important junction point of western Texas
Highways, and from El Paso northward to ‘Socorro, N. M., the junction point
with the National 0ld Trails Road, have already been made up and shipped
to points along the route for the construction outfit; therefore, it would
not be possible at this time to make any change in same.

I am returning herewith the letter from Dr. Johnson on this matter,
the sixth paragraph of which I quote herewith:

"In case it should seem best to all concerned, this organ-
ization is entirely willing to have Bankhead Highway signs
placed and to omit Lee Highway signs on all sections
between San Diego and El1 Paso where the Lee Highway is
routed over the main line of the Bankhead Highway".

It would seem, therefore, advisable to allow this matter to rest, at
least until maintenance work or changes in the route require reconstruction
and the sending of equipment over the route again, for you know that travel
will follow the signposted route regardless of what it is called, and the
only signposted route connecting El Paso with any Southern California point

RANK J.BELCHER, Ja. San Dicoo

H. FISHER, San DEnnanDino
KA MILLER, fivensiDE
R

A
UDBARD, Santa Dannana

W. M. STOVER, SanLuis Osisro

QGENERAL OFFICE PHONES

o

will be, at least for some time to come, the route which we are now mark-
ing between San Diego and El Paso. There is no likelihood of our organ-
ization signposting any other road, nor does it seem likely that any other
organization as yet formed would be able to undertake such an expense.

We trust, therefore, that we may have your co-operation in this matter.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Very truly yours,

Field Secretary.
(C. E. McStay

CEM: W

P.So

At the conference held in Phoenix yesterday we again offered to sign=
post the route by way of Phoenix as well as the Ajo Route, in order that
there might be no feeling on the part of the people of Fhoenix that we were
attempting to divert travel away from that point. The matter is now under
consideration by the Board of Supervisors of Maricopa County and we expect
advices from them within a very few days.

Considerable surprise was manifested by the representatives of the or-
ganizations present at the speed which we had shown in getting the werk
uwnder way via Ajo, and it appeared to me that the Phoenix people would
also get into line., If they do I feel that the demand in that section for
a more direct connection with Los Angeles will be somewhat abated,and I
trust that this will be the result for I can see no way by which another
through road project can be successfully carried out for some years to
coms, and personally I would very much dislike to see another factional

fight started.
C.EM.
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AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
1344 South Figueroa St. - Los Angeles

April 20, 1922.

Mr. Frank J. Belcher, Jr., President,
First Nationszl Bank,
San Viego, California.

Dear Mr. Eelcher:

Replyinz to your letter of the 19th inst., concerning markers of
the Lee Highwsay:

¥e are desirous of co-operating with ahy and all of the highway
agsociations interested in the development of transsontinental routes
leading to Southern California and we regret that the matter of recog- .
nition of the Lee Highway was not taken up with us in sufficient time
for this to be ziven consideration in the work now in hand. Our con-
struction outfit has reached El Paso and is now moving northward con-
necting the routes leading to San Diego with the balance of the trans-
continental signing system of the Club, and it is not likely that we
%will have another construction outfit over that road during the remainder

of this year.

Wie are, however, comnunicating with the Lee Highway Association to
ascertain the type of marker used by them and to determine to what ex-
tent they would be willing to co-operatewith us when replacements and
changes in the system just built are made. Naturally we do not favor
the idea of other bodies using the posts erected by our organization, as
in many places several different transcontinental routes use the same
sectica of road and a confusion and multiplicity of signs would result.
e will, however, give the fullest consideration to the Lee Highway or
any other well organized and responsible highway association for whatever
benefit they may be to this section of the country as well as the benefit

which we may do them by a mutual co-operation.

Thanking you for taking this matier up with Mr. Fletcher, I am

Very truly yours,

(SiGNed) C. E. McStay,
Field Secretary.

| #)
s

~
e D

I know that you will be glad to know that we have just received
word from the authorities of Maricopa County authorizing us to erect our
signs through Phoenix, thus connecting up that important loop with the
transcontinental routes terminating in San Diego. .

C.E.M.

.
Attt e A g e

april 25, 1922,

13.!'. L;. La. luxc!.f

Antomoblle Zlub oi’ couthorn Calif,
1344 Couth Pigueoroc ut..cot

.-louu J]{_‘G]DB, 381113.

lly docr Ly, lleStav:

X I hove recd your letter of Anril 20%h $o
I'r, Belechor, 111 you kindly answer tie fol-
lovine queotionc: .

1s%. Ly underctonding is that the Tee
Hirlmay cirn eon be mde ead citoched o Fyour
clens already ingtalled botween hero and Thoenix,
1t bolng oinply 2 mettor of cxXponse in mekins tho
3isne and e.tuaching gsame 10 your oi ng alrecdy
eroctod. Ie this %rue or not, and 17 true, hzzt
will it coct 4o mele the Lee lligl:m.y sipgns% Dow
many will it uaLo, and what will 1t cost to cttach
same o your rooto alroady orecoted?

' eud. 111 the iutomobile Club of founthor:
Californis all:w thio %o x;o done? =

orde o7 long will it bo before it can de
done ¥

I would gppreciate an early ronly iron 'ﬁ
thio cubject A tdes e

fho fands ean bo raised to do this worlk, aond &7
the Zutomobiie Club of Southorn Califernics wul not

ooapomto findividual sicns "ill have to bo made, but

wo G0 hope that we willi hiove your cooperation in the
mattor,

Jours vory trly,

Ao s All
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS - 1344 SOUTH FIGUEROA ST. = LOS ANGELES Dear Sir:
OQur Mr., Salisbury advises me of his talk with you concerning construec-
May 2, 1922. tion of the state highway from the California line westward.

One of the chief causes of delay in the carrying out of this pro-
Jeot is the apparent change in the plans of the present California
Highway Commission, which, according to publicity given out by
Division Engineer 2atch of that body, contemplates a change in

the route from the Plank Road to the lower or southerly end of the -
sand dunes in lexican territory.

Col. Ed Fletcher, g
Fletcher Bldg., |
San Diego, Calif,

Dear Col. Fletcher:

The Automobile Club of Southern California is vitally interested

in the completion of a road to the California border over each of the
more important transcontinental routes and we class the route by

way of Yuma as a route of exceeding importance to this state, as
shown by the extensive sighposting work done by the Club along

this route from San Diego to a point east of E1l Paso and the

carrying northward from E1 Paso of this signing system to a junction
with the llational 0ld Trails road near albuquerque, lew lexico.

In reply to your letter of April 25th, it is not practicable to make |
any change in the signing system between San Diego and El Paso at E
this time, nor can we grant permission to attach additional signs to 1
the posts alresady erected. If an excention is made to this rule in

many locelities where several transcontinental routes use the same

rlece of highway, the clear, concise and amply sufficient sipgning

system of the Club would be rendered useless by a multinlicity of

signs,

The purpose of this signposting system is to divert travel to

the more southerly route, which we realie is travelable thppughout
the year, where the more northerly routes are at times blocked

on acocount of weather conditions.

We have communicated with the Lee Highway Association and are aweiting
information from them pertaining to the general type of sign used by
them and the exact location of their route between El Pasc and San
Diego, and when reconstruction and maintenance work becomes necessary,
if it is then thought advisable, the name of that organization can
either be substituted for one of those already designated on our signs
or can be added thereto as may be thought most desirable.

Our organization has taken exception to the methods employed by
the present Highway authoritiee in this state, not only as to the
type of roads being built, but more particularly to their failure
to complete the trunk line and inter-state roads. This piece

meal construction program we feel has been unfair, not only to the
states bordering California but it has seriously affeoted trans-
continental travel and we hope and trust that the contemplated

Very truly yours,

r)*' > FA change in administration, which is assured following the coming
{:,,ggi//z>ﬂéﬁ/2fé£22 % election, will bring a g;eatly improved and aggressive program of
Field Secre tary. 7 - construction.

(C. E. McStay) The opposition of the Automobile Club of Southern California to the

80 called Plank road was based on the belief of our engineers that
it was not practical or feasible to build and maintain a road
CE{: W . / / thru the sand dunes but when the Highway Commission of the State
T g of California definitely decided upon that route, all opposition
thereto by this organization ceased and at no time since the

\/ , / Y adoption of that road by the Highway Commission, has a single

T 7;/- N PV s : 0 objection thereto been offered by the Club. Now that their own
/] Cb L J/' ( R e aies engineers have reached the conclusion that the mroposed route is

impractical, we find ourselves in the same position that we occupied




in 1913, at which time the engineers of the Club made a careful
survey of the conditions of the way from Nilands to and below the

border.

The writer expects to be in Imperial Valley within the next ocouple
of weeks and if it is the desire of yourself and others at Yuma -
interested in the completion of this important road, I will be
glad to make the triv to Yuma and to discuss waye and means for
furthering this important project.

Awaiting your advice, I am
Very truly yours,
C. E. MCSTAY
Field Secretary

!mlﬁ‘
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December
Twelfth ,
1922,

lr., Carl lcStay, Field Secreteary,
Automobile Club of Southern Celifarnia,

Los Angeles, Calif,

Dear ir. McStay:

With reference to your trip to 7Tume and the explanations we
have given concerning our view-point of the road:!

We feel that Arizona, and psrticularly Yumm County, has done
its full share in connection vith the tmilding of the trans-

continental highvay.

e took you over & completed practical rock road tunilt at a
minimum cost end we believe that the trans-continental
towriste are entitled to a pessable road into California,
and by passable we mean one that an ordinary motorist would
not be afraid to drive in any kind of weather.

e believe that the judgment of the California Commission,

g8 to what type of roasd should be put in, will be satisfactory
to us, and we do not care the route the rosai tskes, whether by
Andrade, acroess the sand hills, or the most practicable route
that may be determined - but we do believe that Arizona and
the trans-continental tourists are entitled to a better road
than they now have, and that we are entitled to it as quickly
as it is practicable to get it. VWe believe that earnest
effort should be mede to complete a passable road within the
year, and I would strongly wge that you use your efforts

end the efforts of the Automobile Club to acoomplish this.

The traffic that is routed over the southern route is enormous
and there is no reason why the great State of California
should not get behind a movement to complete a short gap

that leads them into the State.

With personsl regerds, I am
Very truly yours,

JEF P Jo E« FRANKLIN,
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