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·AUTOMOBILE CLUB 0 F SOUTt-ERN CALl FORNI A -:: 55 

. . 
PHOENIX DID NOT SEND REPRESENTATIVf. 

YESTERDAY BUT INSTEAD SENT WRITTEN 

TO MEETING OF DIRE'CTURS IN TLCSOM . 
OFFER FROM AUTOMOBILE CLUB 

• 

OF AR 1 ZONA TO SIGN BANKHEAD HIGHWAY' · THROUGH ARIZONA FREE OF 

CHARGE BUT THE. I R. OFFER WAS . DE CLI NED I PREs IDE NT II UTTER AND MYSE LR 

A~HoatzED TO GO TO PHOENIX FOR FINAL ·CONFERENCE WITH DEMAND 
. 

THAT THEY REPUDIATE RECENT · ACT JON AND CARRY OUT PLEDGE 

MADE AT DOUGLA,;RESOLUTION PASSED PLEDGING ASSOCIATION TO SIGN ~OAD 

FROM ELPASO TO YUMA BY AOO IF PHOENIX CONTINUES TO .. 

R~fuSE vou PERM ISSION. TO SIGN · IN MARICOP~ILL BE . IMPOSSIBLE 

FOR SUTTER TO GO TO PHOENIX UNTIL MIDDLE OF NEXT. 

. . 
, . 

ClASS OF S!RVIC£ SYMBOL 
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~} Itt is II ~ W..,-.m. OtiMf.. 
will b Cbanctwllllldladed bflbt 
1Jmbo1 IU t 1111 after the dlldc. NEWCOMB CARLTON. PlllDtOCNT 

RECEIVED AT BRANCH OffiCE, 437 WEST PICO STREET LO 

WEEK WRITE US WHETHER YOU WILL SIGN RO ·'"-,. 

TO YUMA BY AJO IN CASE WE CUT OUT PliOEN I X 

ELY MART J N 

1139AN 
.· 

AM 

. 
OM TUCSON 

LETTER 'FOLLOWS . 
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DIRECTORS 
W . L .V.toLENTINC 
H . W . HCLU:R 
HO~.toCCO MILI.C~ 
,.RCD L PAMCR 
A .C OALCII 
,.R.IoNH P ,.LINT 
EDWARD T. OrF 
tiARRY C:HAitOLCR 
COWARD D .LVMAP4 

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS • 1344 SOUTH FIGUEROA ST. - LOS ANGELES 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY OFFICE 
137 BROADWAY • 

SAN DIEGO, CAL. 

Ool. _Ed. Fletcher, 
San Diego, 
CBJ.if. 

.111 dear Colonel: 

Ootober 
19th 

1921 

A DVl SORY BOAR 0 
~RANK .J. Br.LCH£R, ,J" S.... Dlll:oo 

• B . FULLE:R. 1 .. ~>~:"'"'-
W '- · OCNC:HLCV. Ooo,.,.oc 
f!OHit H. FISHER, s,.., Dc,.,...., 11 ,,.0 

RANK A MILLER. R<VC.,5U>I: 
C . A . BARLOW, Ko:,.H 
C D . HUODAAD. s.u,,,.. o...,.a-• 
DCN. MADDOJC. Tuu."c 
CHAS, OOrtLON. vc,., 11,,.., 

OooVIM. 5TOVCR. S.U.Luos.O.o~o 
H ..J. NICHOLS. Powo""' 

GENERAL Of"F'ICC PHONES 
HOME 60259 
MAIN 4406 

Attached hereto please fi d 
o;r:espondenoe referring to the signpost!~ 
fo Je p!a~~hl-:h 1f:!:0~!\!fpg=y t ~rom San Diego 
your forthoo!rlng trip. o rou on 

oorr I am turning the original 
aamee:pondence over to you and request that 

• e tmhturned to us when you return from 
your ~or oomiDg trip. 

Very truly yours, 

AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF SOUTHERN CALUORHIA, 

By 
P1eld 

O.E. oStay. 

., . 
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DIRECTORS 
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,JOliN tl. ,.I SliER, SAN ac ........ cw.o 
FRANK A . MILLEil, Rl¥cq•to~: 
C.A , DARLOW. K.II:OOH 
C . O . HUDDARD. SA."~".,....,.,...,.,. 
D£H,MADDQJI , Tuu."c 
CHA5, DONLON. ""'"'"'"" D-.W. M . 5TOVI:R, $ANI:.UI• Oe1~ .. 0 
H . .... NICtt01..5. f'oWOH ... 

CENI!:RAL 0~1'1CC PHONES 
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS • 1344 SOUTH FIGUEROA ST: • LOS ANGELES 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY OFFICE 
137 BROADWAY, 

SAN DIEGO. CAL 
ootober 

Col. bid. Fletcher, 
san Diego. 
Calif. 

19th 
1921 

MAIN 4406 

Dear Sir: BE: SIGBP03riB'G BANKHEAD BAT'L HIGHWAY 
from SAN DIEGO to EL.:·P.&SO 

. . 
following our oouversation this 

morni.ng I ao~erred with Mr. Kitchell over the phone 
and 1 am authorised to state to you that our 
organization is ready and willing to signpost the 
Bankbead National Highwar :from San Diego to El Paso 
either via Phoenix or via Ajo. in accordance with 
the agreement made at the Dougl&s meeting in MaJ 
last, or we are willillg to withdraw entl.ralJ ~rom 
this oontroversr. ~he cleciaion rests entirely with 
the authorities along the routes mentioned. · 

You are therefore . authorised 
to make this of~er in the name of the Automobile Club 
of Southern California and we will await with interest 
advioea from )'OU whether to imme4iatel,- proceed with 
this work or to abandon the plans therefor. 

Yours very trulJ, 

.. 

AUTOMOBILE CLUF OJ' SOUTBERH OALIJORBIA .. 
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· ·~col. Ed Fletchor:~ ~:..:. 
Sari "Diego, Co.l~. 

•. 

Doar Sir: 

I • I • 
I 

BE: SIG!fPOSTniG FAllKHSA.D I1T ' !J HIGBrlA.Y 
from SAil DIEGO to EL PASO 

. Follo\v1ng our conversation this morning I 
oonforred with Mr • .Llitoholl ovor the phone and I am 
authorized to . state to you that our organization is 
roady and willing to .aignpost the Bankhead. Ilo.tional 
Highway :rrom San Diego to El .?aso either via PhOe nix 
or via Ajo, 1n aooordanoe with the agreement made at 
the Douglas meeting in Yay last, or we aro •villing t ~o 
withdraw entJroly from this controversy. The decision 
resta entirely with the authorities along the routes 
mentionod. . .._ 

You are therefore authorized to make this 
o~f'er 1n tho na.mo of tho Automobile Club or Southern 
California ~nd e will awai.t w1 tb interest adyloee 
from you whetbor to jmmedlately proooed \"'Jit h this 
work or to abandon the plane tbereror. 

Yours vory truly, 

,. l I • 
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AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF OOUTHERH I ALIFOR IA 

CFJJ./WJ 
B.1 c. E. uosta,. 
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RECEIVED ~25 Main St., Yuma, Ariz~ 

. 
CLASS OP' SERVICE SYMBOL 

Till• . 
O.,LIIIIr .~l .. 
NIIMM •• f4 .... 
NIIM Llllw ~-;~v NL 

If - fll - .._ 111 t ,I! IIIJ Ulfta' .. cbedl(W t•af ..... , ... a alii :r-. 0... ...... J ...... "'"dk?hda,llll .,.... .....,... ....... diG. NEWCOMB CARLTON. PltDIDIDCT 
• 

FORCING OURSELVES 
AUTHORIZE 

COLED:rLmCJJER 

GEORGE W. £. ATXINS. I'Uift---=- rueinDrr' 

-, LOSAIIGFJ:;m CAL11P 1132A 25 
21.4 .· 

-caRE .IDAMS.BODL :moan ARIZ . 
·JWIY.·TJWJKs :roa YOUR ~IOH JBD ·~ ·smP pr.um; ·IJ:T ARIZ01tA. . . . 
CLUB OJ'J'I.~ALS ~ PH~IX PEOPLE URD~ABD· U HAVE. 0 . . 
SELfiSH JIOfi·:rE AID WILL COO ~ . . . · ri:RATE B~ OliLY Ill DEVK!iOP;ltr; !RAVEL ro AND-
~il ARIZOliA:Blfl! .488~ ug, Ill ~·.POS9JIU IIWIRR IH BOILDni. 
UP '!HEIR 011 ·Oa.AJIIw.a'nrrOB sm · - . . ... • aa.ii.lo . P IE REALIZE WIIA! . ~8 OUR BEIGHBORS 

. ~UJCr.ttB ALL W So CAI.tJ MiliU AJID ~ *8 ES I8 BQUALLY timE . ' . 
AS II APPLID 10 t&• -mxaRDS . 

J.Vl'O)I()BILJ: ~ W ~ytHE~ C&I.U C. B IICB'itt· Pixm SECt . . . . . . . . 
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Page 'l!wo/ 
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.. . . . 

county line via the Ajo route. ·I do not 
have anJ more trouble over in .lrizona. 

think you will 
I 

I Vlill send you the official resolutions as 
acted on by the boards of the Ynma. Pima and Cochise 
counties, ae soon as I reoeive them. 

Yours ve~ trul.J, 

'RF:JCtll .. 
.. 
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OFFICERS 
W L VALI::NTINC. P"CatDitN1' 

DIRECTORS 
W . L .VALE:r4TWC 

ADVISORY BOARD 
FRANK .J. D CLCH CR, J• . SA•D•c•o 
rt", D . ,-ULL!:R . l .. •c•""-
D.C:VMAN HU,.,., Ooo..,•c 
W . L . Bt:NCHU:Y, 001-DC 

H ,W .KCLLC A ,Ill Vu; lt P•~:a•o&NT 
HORACI: , Q MILL!: A , a••Vu:~: PIU8tDI:Nf 
STANDISH L MITCHCLL , ~&cou: T"""' 
SIONitV H . CLLIG.Jot Aoot. 5CCO!UA"V 

DAVID R . FARIES,COUN•CL 
IVAN KC LSD, AsaDCI .. fC COUNBI:L 
.J. D. Ll PPINCOTT, COHOULfiNO tHOINU .. 

H W KII:LLCR 
~DR,.CC O . HIU.CR 
,.RCO L . fSAICCit 
A C BALCH 
P'RANK P. rLINT 
COWARD T . D,.r' 
~ARftV C~ANOL[R 
COWARD D . LVMAN 

.JOHN H . ,.I SHCR, S." 8&•--ouoo 
rRAfojl( A . MIU.I:R, RtvCOI810C 
C . A . BARLOW, Me"" ' 
C . O . HUDDAADt.5AM"A e .. ,.._.. 
DI:N MADDOX , .,._. ... 
CHA:S. DONLON. VcoiTU"" 
D• W . M . STOVER, :;...,. LIM o .. a•o 
H . .J. WCHOLS, Po .. ON .. 

GENERAL Of'f"'CE PHONI!:S 
HOME 60259 
MAIN 4406 

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS - 1344 SOUTH FIGUEROA ST. - LOS ANGELES 

Col . Ed Fletcher , 
:E'le tcher old g. , 
San Jliec;o, Calif. 

lly dear Colonel: 

I , 

. . 

Uovember 12, 1921. 

1 would very mucl1 appreciate a report from you on the 
signposting situ~tion in .;rizona as tr~ result of your rneet-
int; at "rucson. ·:1e have received considerable correspondence · 
fro~ various parties interested, but I wish to have your 
understanding o! t h e situation in order that I m:J.Y present 
same to our Eoard of ~irectors at its next mecti ne , my action 
in req .. estln!£ you to act as om· ropresentati ve in this mat tor 
hnviJ1c; been confinned by the .ilOard. 

=Ji th l~ind re..;ards, L ~ 

Vory truly :lours, 

OEM: W .. 

• 

.. _..._ ....... 
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november 14 1921 
.. 

I 

;tr. Carl McStay. Field Mngr., 
Automobile Club of Southern Oulifomia., 
Los Angoles, Ccil iforD1a. 

My dear L!r. 1toStaJ: 

. 

• 

lmanering yours of november 12th, nill say 
we reached a nnan1moua , agroement at Tuomn, and on tho 
f'ollo~ng basis: 

• • • 

That the Automobile Club of southern· Ouliforn1a 
waa to s~gn tha Borderl.tlnd Route from San Diego to El 
I>aso, via Ajo, a.nd have it marked "Borderland~ Routo". 

. 
That the counties 1n Arizona thru \ilioh is 

paaaea ·uould pass formal resolutions to that effeot, that 
all signs bear the words "~uto Club of southern California" 
and would alao express a desire whether or not they vamted 
tho t10rds ".luto Club of .Arizona" put on. · 

. I will soon furnish you with the official 
resolutions Qf tho Boards of supervisors. 

As regards the Be.nkhond H181may, it was agreed 
that tho route to be signed wao from Yuma to· Phoenix and 
2hoen1x to Tucson, via Florenoe, thenoe Boot to El 2aeo: 
that 1n un1 event tho "Auto Club of southern California" 
wus to be put on the signs, also "l1.uto Club of .Arizona" 
1n any counties nhero the counties the~aelvea ~ formally 
roquented it. , 

San Diego a nd Imperial Counties will want tho 
~ ~utomobile Club of Southern California to "' sign-post to 
Yuma via E1 Contro and Holtville and lnve on the s!gno . 

· "Borderland Routo and Barikbead BighwaJ" • ,Eooh oount1 from 
Yumc1 via A3o and Tuomn to tl;le Dew Uexioo line will w~t 

~ the words "Bordorland Bout e" in SDJ ovent ~ und will express 
themselV a aD to \"'hother or DOt thGJ want tbo ordB • 

}3ankhood High -," in addition. I have raooua,an:lad ~p.t 
thoJ put on th signS both "Bnnkhead B1P,aJ t;\nd ~ Borderland 
Roate" from Tuoson to El Paad. ~ -

o have no atithor1t1 to mark 1t Bnnkbead JHighway 
~rom Yuma to Tucson via ~jo. · 

,. 

Deoember 20, 1921. 

Automobile Club of Southern California, 
1344 South Figueroa Street, 
Los Angeles, California 

Attention Mr. McStay • 

Gentlemen: 

Confirming our understanding, inclosed here-
with find authority of the Board of Supervisors of 
Ynma County, dated November 25th, 1921, also the 
authority of tho Board of Supervisors of Coohise 
County, dated November 22d, 1921, together \nth letter 
o~ November 28th, 1921 of the Southwestern Bankhead 
Highway Assoa:!Jltion, guaranteeing the cost, also authori-
zation o£ the Board of Supervisors of Pima County, dated 
November 8, 1921 - all giving the Automobile Club of 
Southern California authority to sign the highway from 
Ynma via Ajo to the Now Mexico line, same to be sign-
posted "Borderland route " , and payment of same guaranteed 
at the rate of 1.25 per mile. 

I inclose also copy of letter from the County 
engineer of Yuma County dated Deoember 6th, 1921, all of 
which iD explanatQry. · 

Under date of Deoember 16th, 1921, I received 
the following information from Douglas, Arizona. It was 
a letter written to the Southwestern Bankhead Highway 
Association by the ?hoenix Chamber of Commerce, gist of 
whioh is contained in the following paragraph: 

"The Board of ~uporvisora of Maricopa 
County have agreed to the urrangement for having 
the road ·signed by the Southern California. .~utomo-
bile Club, with tho requoet that tho markek of 
the Automobile Club of Arizona be placed on the 
signs in uaricopa County. It ia probable that 
other oountie a will be glad to have the Arizona 
Club's emblem on the sign in · addition to the Emblem · 
of the Southern California Club. This is, howover, a 
matter for eaoh individual oounty to deoide for itself." 

As YUma . County, PimB County and Ooohise County 
have not asked for the Automobile Club of Arizona 'a insignia 
to be put on these signs, }'OU will pleaso eliminate them . 
and onl7 put the Auto ClUb of Southern California sign on? 
However, if it is satisfaotory to the Boards of Supervisors 
ot •121 of tbeae counties mentioned to later on add the Auto 
Club of Arizono insignia, this is satisfactory to us. 

fleaae let me know at an ear11 date ho soon ~ou 
aro gOing to get into aotion. 

Your e ver, t rul7, 
ED FLETCHBR 

EJ:IB 
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I expeot to eond the ~ formal reoolutiona to 
you a a fow da7s from Yntn1t.. 21mn and Cooh1ee counties. . . " . .. . 

' -
While 1n Phoenix I had a oonferenoo with Ur. 

'Ltaddook, the stato engineer. aJl(l 1n t~_prese~ae .of Mr. ' 
COD\"18.7. tbe oo~ty e~er of Yuma Coun~y. the above ·· .. ·· 
arrangement s a~eed 1io. .. ~ \ , ' r . . .. 

Thnnkini you·i'or your ·coopciration 'in thle · 
matter. I am · · · ' · · . ~ · 

EF : KLl 

. . 
. . . 

'· .. . .. ' 
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. ' .. 
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Col. Ed Pletcher, 
Fletcr..e r llldg •. , 
s ..:.n . i eso t c ~l i :lor niu. 

L$ dear Col. ~letche r: 

Jan. 3rd, 1922. 

Your commu.nic:ltion of lJec. 20th l~eterrin£_; to tl e project or sign-
pas tins the ~:uthe ad l:s:.ti ons.l Lighway , etc. , :rrom San Diego to 
~1 P~so, is before me. 

;. :iittllition has ueveloaed ;•.hich I fe3.r will retard if not alto--h""eti ler grohibi t oar orsaniza.tion c~ryinr:; out tl".is _groject. 

In a conl'erenee ~.vit.h ::r. E...J"r·r ·.7elch of the Phoe.ni;: Chamber of Com-.. 
u..erce recentJ.y it vtJ.s brou~:ht out th ..:::.t first, the ~rlzona .:t..utomobila 
-':.ssoch~tion .il:lS ~lre:?JJ.:r ylaced its sit;ns across l:aricopa CoWlty; 
therefore, any \:or:c th..l.t we :oi~t do in tll:.i.t section ,_.,ould merely 
duplicate t! .... t ::.lready done; second, that it is the annotmced in-
tention ~of tm.t orga!lization to replace :J.ny si t;ns tm:.t might be 
erected y Oai' organization in the ~tate of ri.zona o.s ra.pdily as 
tj1eir :t:unds ·,;ould permit. 

It wc.s also brow.;ht ou.t that the Arizona orsa:niz3.tion is endea.vorins, 
·.·11th sorre weasure of success, to handle the, situation in that 
.. tate tr...amselves .; there:iore, we do not wish to be placed in the 
gosi tion of antu.gonizing 01• interi'ering with· a body doing a similar 
li.ce of v~rk. 

I take t he position, and I feel sure that llr. illitallell and our ~oard 
of JJirectors ·:li.ll ~ustc:..in me , that we hu.ve no right to spend funis 

• 
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derived from the lmll'l:lers of' t h is body, unless such e:.:penditUI·eo cr.n 
vido fo1• the 1.Br.!,Jetuution and maintenunca o:f :.1 t hrou.::h :Lnd can_Jlete 
of s i GlS th::1. t will tond to develop travel to ~out1"1err! C~lil'ornie. 

Jro--3Jstem 

Tho plan ::..s ori::;inul ly l a id out by ow.· en ;j.ncers included the si £:1! ·;os t in!; 
of' the m!in route of' travol no1•th un:l south thro:tsh .~e .. ; ;.:e):ico f:tlm Socorro 
(tha _junction _oint yJith the I:atio!'.al Old ~rclls ! O::.d)1 to :.a ?c.co , t.ence 
vres tw<!rd fron~l ?a.so to ::i~n Dierso. ~tl is YIOttld _)l'Ovido n. cL(!.nuel of truvel 
5ou.th;r<...rd :rrom Big ~prlnc;s , ' ~e b ., on tho Lincoln l: i _ ;t~·;;~ , to -l"iniu:..d, ... olo., 
Socorro , l.:e\1 l.:e:d co, to ~1 . aso , 1J!e:-:Ls , by means oi' ..-:.i.ici tl.'~vel co~:ld co -
veniently l'ind its wa.y over the southn:rn r oute . '::.his \'/..:.~ ~ J.::.rt of t .e 
ori ..:;inal Jl~!l ol' tra.11s cont in en t ::!-1 sis ns laid out in 191~ ~1d o:.<l' s i pz lt:...ve 
bean st::.r.clin.; o.nO. unuer const..Jllt l:1~inten <.:.nce from :..1 ;:l _)rin::,: ... , ;.c u., to 

I ., J • aocor1·o, ~ew ~xi co, !o1· seven .)"'e:!l.':::i, 

~'h3.t ._10rtion of the project y;j ich is ol' zo r.!uc.il interest to 3.:.. . .rl Die (.~ , Lo·:.r-
eYOl', we have been un~ble to ~ccon,.?lish , f i rst , by re~son ol' o. l::.c..:..: of inter-
est on tho !JC rt oi' t he u.ttti.Ol'i tie;:s and or~rul i zatio.cs a lo.n .. : t.i e route, ~d 
lu. tterly, 'bee::.. use of tl e atti. t11c..f' to..tren by the ~:..rizon~ .:.utomobil e --::;so~iz:.­

tion. 

If you can suseest an.y feasible rnaans by \'ohlcl1 this· c~ be overcm:1e "lithout 
le:.~vinr; Phoeni:-: and Yicini ty out of the .9lo.n entirely (;-;hich in roy o pi.a.:.on 
\'lOUld incur 3. o i tter feelinet detril"oontcl to t he trade interests. of ....11 Of 
Southe rn C:.1.1 i!o n1io.) ,.,-e cert .. .dllly would li~te t o i ~r frat. you. 

In o.s sumiuc the ara &.:.tel~ t~o rtion oi' tho ex:;e11se :ro r tl.c ·:.o l'~: co •1 tewgl ~cd 
( the cost of srur.e ·.;ollci hctu~ ly be 5ever:.J. ti:nes t~:e ·~~1.~ _.<:.r ::rl.le CJ.,..!.'.;c 
i'ixad) we mu:;t h~ve very definite ~$ '-l.i' :.UlCO tl~.~t the .... i _.;ns e:~ect.etl ·;till be 
pexmi tted to r e 11:1i n, oth9l'Wi se oul' Ol'G!!lli z,~tion ·,:ould be ·.-.J.stin:; :..1. co.:~i cr:!· le 
su.1 • .-hich this project involYes . 

I will D.\'l:.li t with mucl' intero3t / OUl' re pl~' heroto . 

:lith ldnde!jt nol·~ onul ro ~~~rd::;, I om ·• 

/o 'r"J truly yours , 

C p · ' ."I .....,.,,__• I 

, 

, 



January 
Twenty -four 

1 9 2 2 

~. Carl E. LCStay , 
,;.ut orn.obile Club of .:.outhe rn Cal ifornie., 
Los A~-seles, C lifornia. 

l!y des.r .. . . -
r~ , ·c -· . ~- ta.y: 

ns~ering yours of January 3d, enclosed 
find the or igina.l letter from Thomas !.!a.ddock , state 
engineer of California, whose consent you asked me 
to get in the natter of sign-posting thru the 
counties of the state of Arizona. 

I have secured the formal consent of ?ima, 
Cochise and Yume counties. The State Engineer of 
California has approved. 

You \'lired the meeting a:'.; Tucson, stating I 
had full authority to speak on behalf of the Automobile 
Club of Soutbern California. I have delivered my 
gart of the contract, and I want to know at an early 
date ,.,hether or not the ~utomob ile Club of Southern 
California is [Oing to do as it agreed to do. 

You m~ke a mistake, ~cStay , if you give me 
a negative answer on this matter, for I am deadly in 
earnest, and I sm only hoping that the 4lut omobile Club 
of Southern California. ·.?ill put this route on the ma ·), 
and i~ediately • . 

lray I have a reply at the earliest possible 
date? 

Yours sino er ely, 
I 

ED FLETCHER 

": tt' : Y.LJ."' 
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Col. Ed Fletch~r, 
Fletcher 3ld g., 
Sen Diego, C~if. 

l!y dear Colonel: 

April 7 , 1922. 

Your communic~tion or tho 30th ult., to llr. 1atcr~11, enclosing 
therewi.th letter from Dr. Jo.h.nson of the Lee Higl'r.;ta~r -~ssociation, 
W:.ls referred tone !..nd I m:.W.e an effort to see you while in S:J.n 
Die~~ ~tte~ding the cer9monies of . the commencement of construction 
work on tl~ si t:npo stin3 sys tern t.etv."Ben San Diego and. zl P:::.so, 
but :found that you w:.ere out oi' the cl ty. 

Inasm':lch a> the sit:1)s have :! lre~' been m'-td.e up ::.nd s hi !. ped tc t!:e 
r.ecessc.ry points ~lont5 tho road und tl1e construction ou.t1'i t is 
oJ.ready eng""ged in the work o:f construction, it will not be 
:Jossible to lfuka any cr.un~ in t.t..e typ3 of sien. T·.'tJ t:nns of 
signs :.1.ro beins erected, the route SiGn showin~ the 3anlche .ud : i Lh-
\·10-y and Borderland Route numes where both routes tr~verse tl:e sane 
road . The second u.nd more im!Xlrt~t sien is the direction s i c;n 
with its r.:.r1·ows , n~es of cortr:'lunities and milc CJ.t;es tle:ro t n. r;t;, is 
~ii uu carl'ies no other nn.ttor, our ido~ bein:; to cor.densc it as rr.uch 
o.s possible in ordor to f!l'OVide l~"t;e, ro!ldablc l c tterin5 . 

I note with satisfn.ctior. th.:. t lJr. Johnson ex )ressas l:is · . ..-ill in ·ress 
to eliminate Lee Hichwn:l si : ns on all soctlo~s o:r the ro~a betwe n 
Sun ..l)iolj'O und .£;1 u.so whe:oe the o!.lme route which we :..:. re l lO\'t si . n-..... 
po9tln_s is traversed, and I believe this vill elimin:-:..to tl:.o s-
si bil.i ty or any c cntrovers:t• 

Con oorni.nc too sie n1:osting of tr.e route b:· \VIi.y or Phoenix , you· 
are prob ...,bly a ware that Phoenix has no :rnr deol ined our o 1'for to 
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sign:.JOSt th ... t route u5 well as the route by vny of .Ajo . I expect 
to ~o to Phoenix :for a conference wi. th thei r C~b'~ ,..~ c ... "1!'t:roo · 
~d .-\:J.tot"Tc'\:l_ile Cl-.lb o:fi'iciuls about the 1::. th inst. , ~t \·.hlch ti~:le 
our offer to si:..;npos t this route will be rcre·.·~'3d. B;,r th!:l.t ti r:;e , 
r..o ·:.~ver, -.·e hope th::.t our construction OJ.tfit \'Jill m::..vc c om.9leted 
t!~ ,3re~ter portion if not £11 or the construction work in .-\rlzonc. 
cJ.. on ·· t~..e Ajo out o. 

·.!:J bost efforts will be gi,ten to tr.rine to i:1duco the people o:r 
.?hoonix to co-o,::e r~t e, 3S our org~! ~tion h~s no d9s ire to in-
i'ltecce tr~vel a:~·r..::.y from th.:lt section. "i/e are , ho·,·.'9ver, committed 
to s i_npost the route from Ss,n Die£P to 1:.:1 P~o a.'ld that is b ei r.g 
rushed to completion ~s rapidly as ,possible . 

Fro.nkly , I do r.ot belie_ve th-t \'Je ·:till suffer the loss Of any 
tr:.:.vel or L'l any other manner ret~rd tha d9velop:nt!!lt of the I.ee 
IIigh:r.:.y by :-e:..son of not mvin3 its m""rkers plJ.ced alon~ the route 
bet~·.'Sen ~l Paso and S:.n .!Jie go , and if you will use your efforts 
to dis ccu ~ ... t_"e the dem~d ior s~e it ·:ti 11 be a.ppreci~ ted. 

·,·iith rl:intlost ,Per::;on.::-.1 reg.:lrds, I ~ 

CE. ·• ""/ .... 

Very traly yours, 

/ 

Field Secretary. 
(C. ~. llcSt~ ) 

Apr!l Bleventh 1922 

., 
1t c 1 ~ ., ·•t .u- . ur • • ... ct;) ay, 
..iuto::1ob-ilo Club or Southern Cal iforni.a, 
TJOs An geles. California. 

~nawerin6 your letter of the 7th. do I 

understand from yotu• lottar that no arr!lngc::onta can 

be m:1de to pnt Lho Wt)rda ''Lee Eighwe:v' on the Antooobil.e 

t! lub o.r ~outhern C:;.lifornia sign r· fro m ~an Diet;o to. 

?hoc nix. rl a. Yum!l, avon i f \'le 11;\ y f or it '? Or~ Tii 11 it 

bo naoeseury f or us to put up independent sit-ns? 

.L hope tho Auto Club t::ill cooper3.te with us 

in this rra tter and nill !lppr eciate an early repl3. 

·Yours .. eire nrely, 

EF:KLll 

• 

.. 
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Col. Ed Fletcher, 
Fletcher Eldg., 
San Diego, Calif. 

My dear Colonel: 

.lpril 13th1 1922. 

I Ju,at returned from Phoenix this morning following a conference With 
the Phoenix Chamber ot Con:merce, the .A.utom6bile Club of .&rizona and the 
l3oard of Saperviaora ot Karicopa Colint)'1 regarding the aignposting of tbe 
route b7 a7 ot Phoenix, and I find your letter of the 11th init., on rrq 
deek. 

~ aigna have alre~ boen erected from San Diego through to Tuceon~ 
the construction outfit reaching tha latter point l.aat night; ·therefore, 
I do not see how 1 t would be possible tor us to ·maJce a eb•nge in the preaent 
&78tem of marking. J.ll ot the aigne from ~ucson eastward to El Paso and 
from El Paao to Kent., ~exaa, an important junction point ot weetern Texaa 
Highwaya, and from El Paso northward to •Socorro, N. u., the junction point 
with the National Old Trails Road, have alre~ been made -up and shipped 
to point• along the route for the construction outfit; ~eretore, it would 
not be possible at this time to make BnT change in aame. 

I am returning herewith the letter from Dr. Johnson on this matter, 
the sixth paragraph of which I quote herewith: 

nin ease 1 t should seem beat to all concerned, thia organ-
i zation ia entirely willing to bave Banlcbead Highway signa 
placed and to omit r.e Higbway signa on all aectiona 
between San Diego and El Paso where tbe :r.e llighw&T ia 
routed over the main line ot the BMkbead Highwar"• 

It w01lld aeem, theretote, adviaable to allow this matter to reat, at 
l eaat unti l ma.1ntenanee work or changea in the route require reconatruction 
m d the sending of equipment over the route again, :tor 70u mow that travel 
Will foll ow the aignpo•ted route reprdlees ot What it ia called, and the 
onl7 aignpoated route connecting El Paso with anr Southern California point 

will be, at leaat for aome time to come, the route Which we are now mark-
ing between San Diego and El Paso. There ia no likelihood of our organ-
ization signpoating any other road, nor does it se~ likely ~t any other 
organization aa yet formed ~uld be able to undertake such an expense • 

We trust, therefore, that we ma7 ha.ve 1Qllr co-operation in this matter. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

cat:W 

P.s. 

Vary truly JQura, 

Field Secretarr• 
(c. E. McStay) 

At the conference held 1n Phoenix yesterday we again offered to aign-
poat the route b7 •Y ot Phoenix aa well aa the Ajo Route, in order that 
there might be no feeling on the part ot the people of Phoenix that we were 
attempting to divert travel away from that point. The matter i a now under 
consideration 'b7 the Eoard. ot Superviaore of Maricopa County and expect 
advice• from them within a very tew da.ya. 

Considerable surpr1ae Wa8 maniteated b7 ~e repreaentativea of tha or-
ganisations preaent at the apeed which We had ahown in getting the work 
under way via .ljo, and 1 t app·eared to me tba t the Phoenix people would 
&lao get into line. It they do I feel that the demand in that section for 
a more direct connection with Loa Angeles will be somewhat a bated, and I 
truat that tbia will be the reault for I can aee no way by which another 
through road project can be succeaafull.y carried out for. IOD fiUI to 
come, and personally I would ver7 muCh dialike to aee ano ther t cti~nal 
tight a tar ted. 
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THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK 

Or :SAN DIEGO,CAL. 0 '0 p y 

AUTOUOBILB CLUB OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
• 1344 South Figueroa St. - Los Angeles 

Mr. Frank J. Belcher, Jr., President, 
First National Bank, 
San Diego, California. 

Dear r. Belcher: 

April 20, 1922. 

Replying to your letter of the 19th inst., concerning markers of 
the Lee Bigh~ay: 

We are desirous of co-operating with aby and all of the highway 
asso~iations inte ~ested in the develoFment of trunscontinental routes 
leading to Southern California and we regret that ~he matter of recog-
nition of the Lee Highway waa not taken up with us in sufficient time 
for this to be given consideration in the ''ork now in hand. Our con-
struction outfit has reu.ohed El Paso and is now moving north1rard con-
necting the routes leading to San Diego with the balance of the trans-
continental signing system of the Club, and it is not likely that we 
will have another construction outfit over that road during the remainder 
of this year. 

•• . 
7ie are, however, communicating with the Lee Highway Association to 

ascertain the type of marker used by them and to determine to wha.t ex-
tent they would be willing to co-o:peratewi th us when replacements and 
changes in the system just bui 1 t are made. Naturally we do not favor 
the idea of other bodies using the posts erected by our organization, as 
in many places several different trwnscontinenta.l routes use the same 
secti ~n of road and a confusion and multiplicity of signs would result. 
··:a will, however, give the fullest consideration to the Lee Highway or 
any other well organized and responsible highway association for whatever 
benefit they may be to this section of the country as well as the benefit 
Which e may do them by a mutual co-o~era.tion. 

t> .... . . .,. 

Tbanldng you for taking this matter up with Mr. Fletcher, I am 

Very truly yours, 

( Siili~lill) C E .. St • • J•O ay, 
Field Secretary. 

I know that you will be glad to know that we have just received 
ord from the authorities of Maricopa County authorizing us to erect our 

signs through Phvenix, thus connecting up that important loop with the 
transcontinental routes terminating in San Diego. 

O.E;.M. 
• 

- .. -- ----- - --

Hz-. c. ~. Ilo~ tay, 
:lntomobila ~ub of Coutllol"n Calif . 
1344 ~outh ?i~~oroa ~t~cot, 
·LOa ..:.ncroloa , CCJ.!f. 

I.!y doatt llr. uc.,tay: • • 

I hc.\""o read :vour- lett~l· of ~~ r>ril 20th to 
l!r. ~'Olcho~. ..ill 'lOU kindJ.y cnower tl-e :Zol-
lorrl~ :tueotionc: . 

l :1t. ".:.y undarot:::zHlinr 1G tiw.t the !lee me lnuy c t r.n con 0 e r.n de C.i t1 c. ttnch O'l to yo~ 
c:L na alrenu • 1notalled bot"t7een he:."o anc1 : uoon 1x, 
1 t bo1ng· oloply a oct tor or cxponoo ill cu:Jtinc tho 
si~ns ond cttoohin£ Della to your oiGOS clren.U.y 
e~eatod. Ic tlllo uruo or not C!ld i f true, t71n t 
oill it coot to rncJ:e tho r-oe fasme.y o1c.nc? ~cr 
many oill it toko, e:"1d oilot nill 1 t c03t to cttoch 
como to your poo tn a.lroc.dy orooted? 

. 2nd. ;ill the .~utomobilo Club o1 ;.on thorn 
california all·~" thio to bo done? 

dono? Srd. ITcr.I lont u1ll 1 t bo bafo ~c 1 t 00..'1 'b o 

I ~nld n.pprsciaoo on oa.rly ronly f roo y · n on 
thio onb~eot. -

rho funda oon bo roiood to ao thio ~;orl:, and 11' 
the /:.utomobllo Club of Soutilorn (!al1:rorn1£:. oUl not 
ooo~roto, indlv dual o1rno \1111 have to bo mdc, but 
liO do l1opc thllt· \10 oill "lCVO yoi.u.- ooop~at1 n in J1 
rott r. 

Yonro vor:; truly, . 
• 

W :Ali 

I 

• 
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS - 1344 SOUTH FIGUEROA ST. - LOS ANGELES 

Col. Ed Fletcher 1 
Fletcher Bldg. 1 

San Diego1 Calif. 

Dear Col. Fletcher: 

ADVISORY BOARO 
I"RA.NK ..I , IICLCHitR,oJ•. SA-. Docao 
jr, 8 . I"ULLER.IMI'CIIIM. 
O , CVMAN HUP',., DIINoDII: 
W. L. BENCHI.E~ O•~•c 
..IOH N H . I"ISHC A, s- BlliiiWIIOIIeO 
rRANK A, HILLE A, RtVCIIDIDC 
C . A . IIARLOW, KCIIN 
C: . O . HUIIIIAAD\.S,._T,_.IIAAa~UU> 
II&N MADDOK , UIVUI& 

' CHAS. DON\.ONoVIIItUIUo 
D-. W. M. S TOVCA, ~ Luoa D .. lt'O 
H . .J. NICHOLS, Pot4oN-. 

GENERAL OF'rtCE: PHONES 
HOME 802!59 
MAIN 4"'08 

In reply to your letter of April 25th1 it is not practicable to make 
any change in the signing system bet·.veen San Diego and E1 Paso a.t 
this ti."Ce., nor can v;e grant permission to attach additional signs to 
tee posts already erected. I£ an exception is made to t a is rule in 
many localities where several transcontinental routes ~e the same 
p iece of highway., the clear., concise and amply sufficient signing 
system of the Club would be rendered. useless by a multiplicity of 
signs. 

• 

We nave communicated with the Lee ~ienway Association and are awaiting 
information from them pertaining to the general type of sign used by 
them and the exact location of their route between El Paso and San 
Diego, and when reconstruction and maintenance work becomes necessary 
if it is then thought advisable., the nama or that organization can 1 

either be substituted for one of those already designated on our. signs 
or can be added thereto as may be thought most desirable, 

C!H:W 

Very truly yours., 

Field Secretary. 
(c. E. McStay) 

. ' ' 

7 ' (/,-t; I I 
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AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF SOUTHERIJ CALIFORNIA 

Mr. J. E. Franklin, President, 
Yuma Ue.tional Bank, 
Yuma, Arizona. 

Dear Sir: 

October 21, 1922. 

Our Mr. Salisbury advises me of his talk with you concerning construc-
tion of the state highway from the California line westward. 

One of the chief oausee of delay in the carrying out of ~his pro-
jeot is the apparent change in the plan·s of the present Calif"ornie. 
Highway Commission, Which, according to publicity given out by 
Division Engineer 2atoh of that body, contemplates a change in 
the route from the Plank Road to the lower or southerly end of the · 
aand dunes in Mexican territory. · 

The Automobile Club of Southern California is vitally interested 
in the completion of a road to the California border over each of the 
more important transcontinental routes and we class the route by 
way of Yuma as a route of exceeding importance to this state, as 
shown by the extensive aighpoating work done by the Club along 
this route from San Diego to a point east of El ?aao and the 
carrying northward from El Paso of this signing system .to a junction 
with the llational Old Trails road near albuquerque, llew Mexico. 

The purpose of this signposting system is to divert travel to 
the more southerly route, \mich we realie is travelable thDDUghout 
the year, where the more northerly routes are at times blocked 
on aooount of weather oonditions. 

Our organization hae taken exception to the methods employed by 
the present Highway authorities in this state, not only as to the 
type of roads being built, but more particularly to their failure 
to complete the trunk line and inter-state roads. This piece 
meal construction program we feel has been unfair, not only to the 
states bordering California but it has seriously affected trans-
continental travel and we hope and trust that the contemplated 
change in adminiatrati on, w~ioh is assured following the coming 
election, will bring a greatly improved and aggressive program of 
construction. 

The opposition of the Automobile Club o:f southern California to the 
so oalled Plank road was baaed on the belief of our engineers that 
it was not praotioal or feasible to build and maintain a road 
thru the sand dunes but when the Highway Commission of the State 
of California definitely decided upon that route, all opposition 
thereto by this organization ceased and at no time since the 
adoption of that road by the Highway Commission, has a single 
objection thereto been offered by the Club. Now that their o n 
engineers have reaohed the conclusion that the proposed route is 
impraotioal, we find ourselves in the same position that e occupied 
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in 1913, at Which time the engineers of the Club made a careful 
survey of the oondi tiona o~ the way from IJilanda to and below the 
border. · 

The writer expects to be in Imperial Valley within the next couple 
of weeks and if it is the desire of yourself and others at Ynma · 
interested in the completion of this important road, I will be 
glad to make the trip to Yuma and to discuss ways and means for 
furthering this important projeot. 

Awaiting your advice, I am 

Very truly yours, 

0. E. ltCSTAY 

Field Secretary 

• 

Palraaa llboulct matte an X oppo. 
..... duacl .... deelnd· 
OTHERWISE THE MESSAGE 
WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS A 

FUU·RATE TELEGRAM 

. -

TEL 
NEWCOMB CARLTON, PAU.O. 

Smd the followlnll messnge, subject to tho ter&l& 
on back hereof, which nro hereby agreed to 
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. _"C 

a.k 
. 

AM . 
I , I ' 

nm. f1ltd " 
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GEORGE W. E. ATKINS, PlA.-T VJCE-PAUIDCHT 
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