
-- . ,.- . --

5650 Ellis Avenue 

Father John J. Cavanaugh 
Office of the President 
University of Notre Dame 
Notre Dame, Indiana 

Dear Father Cavanaugh: 

June 9, 1952 

Last Saturday I phoned your office to say that I would 

appreciate an opportunity to discuss with you certain ideas 

relating to matters of public interest some time when your 

time permits. It is quite possible that upon closer examination 

these ideas might turn out to be impracticable, but to decide 

this one way or another would require a somewhat leisurely 

examination of them. 

I could come out to Notre Dame the second half of this 

week or over the weekend if this is convenient to you, but 

Tuesday evening, June 17th, I have to be in New York, and 

after that my plans are uncertain, except that after July 3rd 

I shall be headed generally towards the West, spending perhaps 

some time at Aspen and also at Pasadena. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

LS/sds 



Father Jobn CaYanaUSb 
c/o otre Dame University 
South Bend, Indiana 

Dear Father Cavanaugha 

The Univeraity of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Febl'ua17 28 , 1955 

Our paths have aot crossed lately, which I very JIUCb regret, for it is 

alway a great pleasure to talk to you. Today I am writing for a particular 

purpo e . 

Enclosed you will f1Dd & L tter to the Editor which app ared 1D the 

Rev York Time on February 6, and vbioh vas reprinted in the Denver Post 

as a Ouest Editorial. 

'l'his letter proved to bo so \lhat or a ~rang. !laving appeal d to 

oth rs to do something, it seems that people nov expect!!! to do something. 

I JJJJJ.y have no cboic now but to try to get something useful under Vlfly, until 

I can prove that it cannot be done or at l at that I, myself, cannot do it. 

Therefore, a 11e110randum has be n pr pared, which you will find enclosed, and 

which sets forth 'l1rl tentative thoughts on th subject of what ve ought to try to 
I 

do. I am sending this morandum to so of the Foundations who !Bight 

interested in order to determine Vbetber financial support would be forthcoming 

tor such u nterpriee from ome of tb • There ought to be no difficulty 1n 

finding some university, or s tax-exe t research o.rganization, to accept 

the .administre. tion of the funds if the rl ght people can found. 

It would be my hope th t (il:meral Hugh B. Hester will agree to f'lmct1on aa 

Secretary or tho Co S8iOD described in tbe Memorandua. 

I should very much appreciate getting your enera:t. reaction to all tb11 

and, in particular, I should be grateful if you vould let me know whether you 

would consider rticipating in this vork, aaeWIIing that th set-up meets with 
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your approval. Would you be able to free youret$lf tor a period of seven 

months i'rom whatever you are now doing? I need not say that if anything 

should come of thi and if we actually could get to work, I should consider 

it a great privilep to have your collaboration. 

Ple ee let me know what thought eo to your mind, and I shall try 

to keep you info on what is happening. 

After March 6th, I expect to ba in Hew York where I shall be staying 

t the Kin •s Crow Hotel, 1.20 est ll6th Street, telephone University 42700. 

That is, at preeent, the beet address at which you can reach fast. 

Letters addres ed to tb University of Chicago, Chicago )7, Illinois, will 

r aeh with del~. 

Wi tb best wiebee, 

Veey truly yours, 

Leo Szilard 

cloeur s 



UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME FOUNDATION 

Notre Dame, Indiana 

OFFICE OF TH E DIRECTOR 

11.-1rch 8, 1955 

Dear Leo: 

The day before your letter came, I had been talking to a 
member of the staff of the Ford Foundation about the likelihood and 
avJfulness of Horld Har III. If anything can be done to prevent its 
coming, that 11anything11 must be the most i"'llportant temporal act of 
man. 

Have you considered the effect of a Roman Catholic priest 
on the Comr:dssion you have in :nind? 1Iouldn 1t many people, even in 
this Country, object? Hhat about the Russians, the Conmunists 
generally, and so-called liberals? 

I am engaged in the disheartening business of trying to 
collect funds with uhich to make the University of Notre Dame a 
better institution. I could go to my Superiors, asking them to 
consider freeing me for a year or so for the purpose you have in 
mind, but I vTOuld much prefer to hear from you again after you will 
have had time to reflect upon the questions I asked just above. 
There is a kind of odium connected ~<lith the presence of a clergyman 
on such a commission. The odium may be greater Hhen the clergyman 
is Roman Catholic. Your chances of succeeding should not be mini
mized because of this sort of thing. 

Be sure that I am filled with admiration because you interest 
yourself in such an extreaely important undertaking. If I could 
help to bring peace to the peoples of the world for m~any years, I 
would be happy beyond words. 

:ttr very best \..rishes to you. vJhen you can, please write to 
me again. 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
King's Crovm Hotel 
420 Hest ll6th Street 
New York, Ne1..r York 

(Rev.) 

Faithfully yours , 

~-~~~~-
John J. Cavanaugh, C. S .C. 
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King's Crown Hotel 
420 West ll6th Street 
New York, le\if to~k r 

·~ ,"' 
'!o ;tn • The Univers~ty .of Chica&o. ;t a 

Chicago 1 I1 :inoi Rev. John Cavanaugh, c.s.c. 
Office of the Director 
University of lotre Dame Foundation March 14, 1955 

j II rl b 

South Bend 1 ~ 1ua . al. 'I 

I am ver~ •c c~ by .,.;your l ~ter of Mal"_op ~t.h ,. 

that having a C tb$)l1c-.,pri••t 011._, the Co sion prot,.bly bas -.~ 

disadvantages.. .. 1.11 fl:lecr ¥Y ba 

are impo ai e tow 1gb~ .&ndl 

aideratioll] to ·p®lie-, elat1 na nd at~tr to be t._oo ·P.rrt.ecticQi ti~ r. 

on tbe JW.n proble~. , At thys 

time of writing, .do rf!C)t kpow ·vtlere ~ ds for ·the ent&r~se ~11 

come from and whether we will be suceeeef'ul in ob~ining ~em. Tb~l;l.e.r,p & -r 

foundations 

ventional mode of ,?perat1ou,.. a,nd t e .conv•tional 110des .of o~r ,.ticm, ~r. 
0 

Xf 

not likel" ttJ. be aut~.ce•&M 1 r.. 0 o1 0 • u':C • 

Fred K. ~l!ler, .who has 

World Foundation that wae set up by the will of Mrs. Emmons Blaine r • wo ... al 

~It approached , r 
" ~- _... 

in response to ~ ·Lette:r, to tb · Wt~ th t w & publisl,\ed in ~be .TJ,m~s . 1 d 

operating 

not been contested either. 8 The~~ e thre trust 

Harrison, Chairman, Dr. Rogsr I. Lee, and Mr. !Ucbard Bentley. Fred 

Ho hler has arranged for me to see Mrso Harrison, and 
' ,.,..., ~ ,... 

in favor of tho project, t miglit see Dr: Lee and later on perhaps Mr. 

0 J 

• 

0 
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Bentley. However, personal 

letters, f~r. a qant for the 
io 

and when they get orfan12ed_., .., 
. · ~ -~ 

I have written to Mr. James Perkins at the Carnegie 

52? Fifth Avenue, New York, to Dr. Shepard Stone at the Ford ~vwa~·~~ 

477 Madison Avenue; ~ Ycrk, ella to Dr. Ya an ·:eaver at · 

feller Founda.ti'On, 49 West' 49th Strseit,0 'Itev ~toR:, aft!! to . · • 'Dettald 

Young, the ' uasffl ' ~- ~ Foundation, 5t>S· li1>k A enu , Nev Y-ork, but • 

somehow I do n6t expec -thtl't any ·or these Foundatiohs would ·Vfint to--~·'""'"" 

on such an un o~tibrill· pl-oj't!ot. If' you know anyone 1 any of' these 

Foundations to vbom ~ttl would care tb- mtdce e<>mments about ;t,li, "'}>roposed · 

a 

project, ple~se te~l free· te ·do- -so. b ·"'seftt all of them the se.ue • 0 _;t 

Hemorand Jhich I sent to· tou• 1 

I have e8.rd tawrably- f'rOm General Hugh ~ , v.lth om 

talked over the te &phone; art I ~ecei~ ·an 

·CI>u"ffiein New York and Col .. in Clark at Oxford, of wtr!.oh yo Will 

,.. 
copies attached. 

e o J. lw !1 s.d ol:t 

I shall try to eep ·you infdrmed · f wnai··is happenfftg -80 tli'4t- y 

may be in posftton to j'Udge when you \'dght nt to iseuse tMs ' 

project with you!\ !uperlors-: You ,t6U].d not · ant th o- thi.e 6ow l 

00 

a 

presume except on tlie most ente.t!:'O'e ba.sii. • Pl-&as · l~t me knov :tf 7 o 

thoughts occ~ a\ tMs eta of. ihe . ., 

ge.me. 'I • 'I '0. 

With veey best W1 hes, f! 

• • .~ J: II 
.Sincerely yours, 

l 

Leo Szilard 



Rev. John J. Cavanaugh 
Pre a-· d.ent 
University of Notre Dame Foundation 
Notr~ Dome~ !ndisna 

Sheraton-Park Hotel 
Uashington 8" D. C. 

July 11, 19.)5 

I r1 s nding moat of my t_me in 1-Teshington, D c. tcying to explore 

the poEnibilit:r of aett_ng up the ki.."ld ar inquiry about 'l:lhich WI had some 

I have not reached tbe point whe I could ask you to take any positive 

ste -s in this matter, but I .rcmt to report to you whet ! ~ trying to do. 

He ~ hl F .s ington I have been trying to maintain som contact with the Ad-

m.in.:.'i.tttrati ,n_, particularl;r Gove:r:11o:r Stassen 1 s office; and also with certain 

Me bel... c.ft Congress in o .. : ~er to mah.--e sura that the undertaking hich is being 

Enclosed you '1!1:111 f nd the latest. 'l\J'rite-up on procedures and enclosed 

you wi 1 also find a me!!lo!"a"ldum. or about 13,000 wordS. 

This letter is a veey rough draft~ not ~ant for publication. in its 

pr.?. ~nt fo:"lll. The details gi~~Ten 111. it might have little val1d1.ty and they 

are )illlii there for one :pu.rpose only -- to t17 to define ';he right spirit for 

e gen<>ral appraoch to the !lroblem. It ie easier to do thiG by giving details 

than by formulating a·batract principles. 

In the meantitr£ I continue to explore ~Jho mig t be evailable to serve 

on the Commission, even though in the end ue "11JB3' not need mo:t\. than :?.ive to 

seven men serving in that capacity. Enclosed you will find a tentati list. 

I have so far nat contacted all thoae whoae names are listed. 



Rev. John J. Cavanaugh - 2 - July 11, 1955 

So far ! have found complete unanimity of opinion that it \fould be 

very desirable that ycr.J. should participate, if your personal circumetencee 

permit this 1 yet I am not :r ising this question .rith you. at the present 

ti ~ sinct> ue have not raeched the point where we are ready to actually eet 

up t'h:tr.: in.qu:trv. I wish, howe et.•)l to r ise the folladng question in prtn• 

ciph'! In oroer to explain to the Russian Government the value !:If a privat-ly 

epons red inquiry and the need for their cooperation in order to make it 

successful, t will probably be n cessary for two or three of us to visit 

Mosco~'. Thi~ of course -vrould not be done w:1:thout dvance preparation, but 

still th-. 111'"cl1hood is that t:l'le matter cannot be settled by co:":rtaspondenoe 

alone. There would be no point in ha·~ring more than three D'Lelt go there and 

the r:!:p ill ~ robably not materialize befo:ce September or October. Assuming 

now tba: all i r~vorable and the trip can be arranged, would you be in e 

position to ake such a tr _J;>? • 11 I am asking at this mO!nf:nt is your tenta-

tive respons and it vou~- be premetu~ for you to officially reise the 

question with your orgmrlz M.cn} c-1s you may ultimately need to do. 

I plan to spend the rest of July at the Sheraton-Park Hotel in vTesh .. 

ington. 

The University of Chicago has given m3 the whole year free to try to 

set up th s inqu:U:-;y, but I il01Je o find out much sooner whether such an in-

quiry can ee eet u:p with a good oha1'!.ce of success. 

Wit~ kind personal regards. 

Ver,r sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

I am enclosing a new item which I find is of eome help to me at 
th:ts point in Washington, D. C. 

IS 



effort te. , ... "t ~'P thf1 ln .uUJ' 

1n 
,. 

• 

1'h1 ' tt . · pNeedWNa. It \1 

........ ,. ....... 'th t e~ma 

lfhe' h' 1"' t .Q 'tll"tmot:w!j, lAq\U;r;v Q 0 4 ·!tetu.al_l1 ~ t'UJt. \ip., 

~ or ic.i t. c 

1 to :l'fiia, bJ" vi~ of tld ~~ e q; t1 em · · 

IM&I•'t..h>!i:':fll' TCU t ir..k Ol.l blc to _art1<:1 tt ._. 1 • ... 

· t ~ is e<m ails!l. to 'I a 1"un4G sa,p lie 

u It 

ce1 ::q c~at.icn, pel;'ha 7fJU .. 

f"~'·A~l"d~d to ,-cu. t. ·co:xte:iu1d 1 ~ th1nse, 
our misht ths 

.. 


	mss32_b006_f07_001
	mss32_b006_f07_002
	mss32_b006_f07_003
	mss32_b006_f07_004
	mss32_b006_f07_005
	mss32_b006_f07_006
	mss32_b006_f07_007
	mss32_b006_f07_008
	mss32_b006_f07_009
	mss32_b006_f07_010

