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Mr. Robert B. Livingston
The National Institutes of Health
Bethesda 14, Maryland
Dear Bob:
Yesterday I wrote you an eight-page letter dis-
cussing the first sentence of your letter of September 24
which reads "I very much regret that I must renege on the
formal offer extended to you on June 13, 1958."
Today I am writing you briefly with reference to
- - -—+the second sentence of your letter which reads "Please be
T Tassured this action in no way diminishes my high regard for
you, your work and what you stand for." This is tantamount
to saying that even though you are doing me wrong, you are
not holding this against me. It seems to me that in saying
this, you are acting contrary to standard operational practice
and are betraying a generosity of sentiment which might dis-
qualify you from holding down a major position in the admini-
strative setup of a large government research organization.

You have asked me what I would plan to do if you
falled to renege on the reneging. I still have not given this



HEOTEL

U BN T
PLAZA

DUPONT CIRCLE AND NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE N. W, WASHINGTON 6, D.C.

JOHN J. COST HUdson 3-6000 !
GENERAL MANAGER |

Mr. Robert B. Livingston
Page 2
September 29, 1958

possibility any thought. But, if I did anything at all,

I should certainly first seek advice from those who are more
familiar with the operations of governmental agencies than

I am. Thus, I might seek the advice of Bob Merriam and Mary }
Lasker. This should cover two of the three branches of the

government. The third branch I should scrupulously avoid

contacting at this time, for otherwise friends of mine sitting J
on the Supreme Court would be compelled to disqualify them-

selves if my case eventually reaches that August Body for

final adjudication -- twenty years hence, perhaps. ‘

Sincerely,

Leo Szilard
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