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This 1e·t.ter :Ls addressed t a number of scientists to whom it wi.U 
be corr.11'.unica:t.ed t:::o r:eeks <'.fter its appearance i..'Yl printo The Cl.dd 
ressecs ore as follo;·rs ~ Hens Be the (Cornell University) 5 Harrison 
Bror.n (Inst.:.i.:~tr~e for Uuclee.r Studies$ Unive:csity of Chicago), Ao I:Io 
Compt.on (Was:1ington. University! St., Louis), K o T., Compton (Mas oa.= 
chuseiit.s Ins·i.Jitute of Technolog<J ), James B., Conant (Harvard UrtiveJ:'.-, 
sity )t Lee A, DuBridge (Califo:;.~nia Institut.e of Techno~ogy ),, Albe:rt 
Eins·i:,ein (Institute for Advanced Studies, Princeton), Irvine Langnmir 
(Gene:c~al. Electric. Comp~ny, Schenect.e0y): Fo VJheeler LOomis (UniYersity 
o:f ID.inois ) 3 Joseph Hc:ye:c· (InsU .. tute for Nuclear St.udiesJ University 
of ChiC<l!;O).!I Ho Jo :tf.t..t1J.el' (Univers:i.ty of Indi<mv.), Jo Ro Oppenheiin.e:r. 
{Ins·0itnte f<Jr Advanced s·i:.ud ies_, Princet.on), Linus Pauling {Califo~ 
niil Inst.itu·i:.e of Toch:r.ology )1 f.':;:eder:..c.c Seitz (Universi·ty of Il..linois )J 
Cyril S1;Ut,u •\ Insti-t.tr0e of ],Tet;o~s_, Universi"L-y of Chicago), Edvmrd 
'l'ellc::- (Los \l<:J.mcs): Robert Wilson (Cornell University)co 

'l'his is not. o.n open let.-cer: but rather a real letter sent to you in the 

open, prim.' ·c.o its delive!Y by 1r.2.ilo I"~ is sen·;; to you in the open beca.use 

if sor::.e·0hing sh 1..~ ld. come of ·nna·c is beine; proposed here, the public ought- to 

Jmorr O.bout it fro·n the Vel.y Oll"~Set., I!oreOVCl'.t you ffi<J:y TJish to lmov.r bef01"'8 

you answer ·che question I c.:n f.'Ut:i:.ing ·t;o you \1he·C.her the proposal can collml.and 

crry public suppo:·t .. end ·i:.he only ·m:y to find out is to let the public knou 

and let ·(,hem have t.heir sa::l o 

'lhe question I ar;1 e.cl·~ing you is ·(.his: Would you be 1\,.:i.lling to meet with 

a Gro'l..~p of Russic:.1 scientists (c.nd. such scientists :ll'Om o·cher countries as 

it m<J'J seen. e.cbris~ble to inclt~de) 3 e.ssmning tha:h such a meeting can be ar= 

r~nged i":"i·ch t.he c :m.sen·i:. of t,~:J c::: F:ussia.n c:nd AI!l.erican governmen·i,s? 
~,..:,.r 

Jn ·~:.h::.st\r::ee·c.:..ng r:e wo"L:u.d hope to have a sincere and sea .. rching discussion 

( in cJ ooocJ. :.·c:::t.ho::.· ·i: •. .::-.2 in open sessions) of the problem of interna.tio.ml. 



...... ·RuSGiC.D.s, Arr:c:riCO.l'!St ~nd o"Chcrsc-·cor'.side:.~ to te tl~e poli·cical prerequisites 

tha.t -r~ouJ.d lla.ve to be :c.e-0 befc:..~e c.n c.dequa·i:.e ~r.c·0hod for the cont:.~ol of a.-conic 

boL'lbs, e.nd o·cher r;·:;ans of mass destruc·C.ion: could be expected to becone a~ 

!&<.my o:~ you L•lSt have l::nom1 :r..orr for quite a munber of years ·chat t.here 

c2.n he no peace 1T.i:chout control cf ato:mic enercy, th.:r0 there con be no coniiro1. · 

of atomic eneL'['J T:ithout c?. ger:e:.·al aereemcn!o on far~reaching disarmament, and 

t.hat there can he o fmc=reaching dise.l'iT..an:ent. I'Jit.hout an over=a.ll set·~ement 

cf ·t.ho rr.ajol' o1.rcst~r:ding issues bet.~~een Russia and Ai1!erica o Most of you r.ill 

aGree~ I belie1re, that, such an ovorc..•a:U set·Glernent Yiill be of value ov~y i.f 

it 1'iDJ. lead t.o lostin~ pce.ceJ ar:d ·(.h.?:0 it can lead to las·ting peace only if 

it. cl'ea.-i:.es conrli ti)ES in vihich illr.erica and Russia ITlll desire to keep the 

agreement. in opere:::.ion even if they Ghould :!.'e·i:.ain the legal right ·i:.o abl~oge:i:.e 

Is it possibl3 to ou"Glin<; suci.1 c.n nc;rcement? Is it possible J.:.o outline 

al! agree:ilen·c v;hich nill so:0isfy reasor~c.ble men in .1\.Ecrica. as well as in Russia? 

This, to me~ seems to be the crucial qu.es·i:.ion, yet no one ·(.oday seero.s to lm rr 

the ansr.rer ·0o its _"or at no time du:.~ing the five years ·i:.hat. have passed 

since Hi!'oohima he-:e tho:;_·e been any conrprehensi ~ negotiations at the govern"" 

n:ento.l J.evelo 

The Scier.tists G Ro:'£ """"' ....... ,.....-=-=O<C==="-'--=---= 

In e. democ:..~aaJ like ours! progress i::;, ho11ever, not en·cirely dependent 

on ec·i:.ioEs of ·che .;overnme:'.l.t) if need b 1 groups of private individuals may 

c~se we scimTi:.ic·C.s might J:endel~ a public service by doing son ·:re are not 

tllel·o:Lore bo prepc::ed to tc.ke the risl;: r;hich goes llith s·i:.icking our neck out 
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Ii.mericans-~·ha.ve s crr:.ething il1 ccn=.on ~i;Lich might. p::..~ove ·to be an invaJ.u.able asset 

on tb; s occe.s:i..on., l'fe ht.7e in co:!J:1on .2 deep- seo.ted devotion -to trnt.h; to seek= 

ing ·i;,he ·i:.ruth and t.o st.a:0in:;;; tl:c ·c.rut.ll ~-s we see it! Y!heneve:r absence from 

outside prc::;su.res porntit.o us to do so o 

In saying ·i:.h:i..s I do not. 1ii.s:1 to convey the iJ·n:pression the.t scientists 

can aJ.y;ays be e:;:pe.ct.ed publicly to e~q)l'er.>s their vie-rrs i..T'l time of vW.r:. be it 

hot. or cold., even though ~c,heir opinion should fly in the face of the official 

vi<ms of t .heir r;o-rornment o lio:i:.urnlly 1 s cienti3·0s, 'r'nether Hussian or .fu-nerican, 

fiil.l be reluctant. to cmba:rrc:ss tmnecessnrily their oTm aovemment through 

·i:.heir public utte ,_ c;mces o The 1)Uo:.ic discussion of in·0ernG.t.io.1nl con·C.rol of 

atomic energy in ·0he United St.c:ces has a~.:>ly demonstr.::.ted this pointo An:erica..11 

scien·cist.s, after thei:c ini·cial err0husiaa·cic and ar·i:.icul:?:i:.e recep·i:,ion of i.he 

Achesor~ ~J4ilien·cha.l l'eport_, la.psed into silence when Baruch introduced the 

issue of ·i:.hc veto, Yihcn it beco.rte evident "i:.hc:.t the United s·::.ates rras not 

goin11 to be speci . .' ic conce:t.ning the t.ime scale of the st.ages in nhich the 

plan 1ras supposed to go in'0o effect, 2.nd ~0ha·G the Depa::c·i:.ment of Defense was 

going to rely: .fo _~ ·i:.he do~ense of \Tes·i:.e:;:n Europe 1 on strat.eeic bombing in gen .... 

eral end a·i:.omic bombs in. par-ticular-9 

But.J no·i:.iTl·i:.I:.c·i:.andin3 the res·crain·i:. which l1.me:!.'ican scient,is·i:.s exercise 

in their public u:..tero.nces: ;n their pri·!iat.c discussions devoted to ·che search 

for ·i:.hc ·i:.n'.-t.h ·(.he:· e.1·e comple·'·ely i'l'ee from e.ey such res·craintt> 

In the propo .ed dis~ussion Tii"i:.h om~ Russian colleagues, i"(, tmuld. be nee= 

essa1y ·co be ao sincere nith them o.s -re ere 11i"i:.l1 ourse~ves if the mee·i:.ing is 

to serve any usef 11 pu_~po::>eo 'lh:Ls is, of course, possible on_ly if they are 

equc:.lly since:t.'e y;-_::i:.h us and feel i'l'ee to state their personD.l -views rat,her 

thc.n COElpcJ.led "Co ~:-eit.e:co:C.e tl:e offic:i.::.l Russian posi tiono Could we expect 

th:i..s :r_~o;:J. otu" Rusaic.n colleagues? 
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c.like could not participate in sueh a 

di::;cucsion excep-i:. · .i"i:,h the com; en-G of their ~ov rnr.1cn-t.s,. Assuin:i.ng such con..• 

sent j l':J~e:;.·ican s c··.en·i:.ists shouJ.d have r..o difi.'icuU.y in ·t:.a.lking in ·iihe presen~e 

of their Eussian ·ollcc:.sues just, as since:;:-ely 2s wnen they to.lk ·with ee.ch 

ot,her., Some of y)U i!lcy ·i:,hinl:1 hotrcver1 that becnuse of the complete abse?We 

of mzy' fr .e publi; discunsion in Ruosia; Rrssic.n scientist.s may have alto"· 

ge'\:,her loot the a·)ili"i:,y to discuon controvel'sial issues and might be too in= 

tinida·lied ~co do s o even if they wel'e encourat;ed \JlJ their mm eovern.menta 

Those who hold th~.s view a::-~ per(HJ.ps :ri~ht; but again they ri1ight, ·i:,urn out 

to be w.rong, :fo:· :Lt is eD.'5':f t.o overestimute our orm freedom from intiw.ido.t.i n 

One ·C.hinE is erl:.ain: The proposed meetin2 cou~ .d nerve no useful purpo~e 

unless both R'v.sciJ.n and Ame:;.·ico.n scielT0is'GG fel:i:. free 'co apee.k their minds 

in closed :m.ee·0L1g.:; o VJhe·0her o:· no'C, this co.n be c>.chieved should become l"P-fl~, 

ifcs'C, a:i:. ·chG very ou'i:.seto At thG vory ou·cset -rre shall either succeed in. 

findinc; ·chc :::·ight tone or cl::w there 17:i.l1 be no point in c;oing on Tii th the 

We mi~ht per·laps st.c.:.·t ou·i:, by revie'l7inc; ·i:.he history of the pa.::rt; five 

ye.:J.rG of ne;;o·tio.t:!.o::1s on a"-:.oJ1ic encr£:Y and discuusing in general just how 

-(.he no1:ld go-(, into i'i:,s prese11'i:. SOi.':.y ::rtateo In these discus::>ions we might 

do nell to hc.ve ·t. 1e A:r.lO~'ica:n "'cient.is·i:.s present all those facts vrhich emphasize 

scieni:.in·i:.a cm~Jhc.si~e Tius::;j_a~ s i.'espons:Lbili'C,y fol' ito 

It :;r.ie;ht t'l:.e:1 bccor.:e clc<:.r beful'e the firs·i:. day is over that the par.., 

·i:.icip.:m.ts think juc~0 an li·i;,·Gle of the offid.cl American ponition rrhich 

holds ra.~sc:Lo. rer~fOnDible for all ·che ·t:::.·oubles as they do of the official 

P-ussic.n pooi·t.ion 7nich holC:.s f\..!ilerica responsible fo11 all of them, and that 



tl:oy regt.:t.'d t,l:em~ of:Licir:. vie~·;s £.s (p.·o~s e.nd s·c-erile overoi.Eplifica1dons 0 

I:L thc.t Lappens ti:.J sta.c;e fol' a succef;cful r:eeting Trill he.ve been seta 

The meeting ;:iieht. be s heduled to last tm·ee to ten days, and H, i':Ould 

seem p:"efe:.'e.hl.e ·i:,o hold it in GO!:.e ncut,:.·c.l coun·t.1-y c Because we r:ould be 

dcalin;:; r:ith d:l.:Ci....t,_lt pi'oble:nf;_, there r:ould u oubted1y be strong divisions 

of opiniono Yet, ·:.r r1e succeed in cominc clo ... e to the truth, such divisions 

of opinion should ·w·t:. be alon~ ne:i:.iono.l lines o The les~ correla:i:.ion ther •) 

¥ti:Jl i=.. betlieen op·_nions a .d tl:e n.J."I:,ionality of those 1·;ho hold theLJ._, the 

:r:-.ore certajn \.e ca1 be ·chat i'te are fc.cine; the real p1•oblems nhich are involvede 

We shouldni·i:, .JXfect this first. meeting to do n:ore them esUJ.blish the 

fc.c·' that .fi.Irerican., e.rul ~ si(lns ac·UnG as pl'ivate individtu:.ls free from 

f;overniT.etYi:.cl re:::;po·wibility have ·i:.hc rcs:r:;e ct for ec.ch other7s personal 

orinion which sincJ:t.'e pe::.·conal opi.nior..s deserve, and t.lw.t, they are there:2oi..4 

able join"Uy to th i.nl~ through the p:·oble:.!S involved" 

Since whc.tevcj.' c..rry of us 1 i~ht S[..Y e:i::. such a r::ee·cinr.; wlll be his tezr. 

t,<:>.t.i...-e :-e:t.hcr ·tlw .. n hi::; final o in::.on_, ·i:.he pari:.ieipan"i:.s mus·t have the assll.X'<J 

['.nee thc:i:. the reco::cl of the r;rcetinG uill be held in confidence o If any 

c.1arific2.tion of j_sst• .. es is 1·eo.ched v;hich rrould r:nrrc.nti a public statement, 

s1:.ch a statcmmTi:i s·.cu.ld be released only r.i)t.h the approval of both the majority 

of ·i;.he Arr:crico.~1 arl the majori'i:.y oi' ·i:.he Rus::;ian part.icipants o 

It is assUii'.ed ·t.ha:0 representatives of t,he 1\.merican and Russian govern-

nen·i;,s rnuld a:c·ccn:l this li'..eet:i.ng t:'.G observo;;.•s but tha·t they nould not, actively 

1ile Second L~eet:.i.nl";' 

Ii.' st:.C1l a !fe ··i:.ine v:c~·e held and :.i.f i·t proved ·co be successful., it would 

iio:7 _nic.·:J J ler.d u.:::: ·t,o c:_u.cstior.s r:hich go beyond ·c.nc co~n:petence ol' scientistso 
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fie should1 thercfOi.'e, be prepared to follo1r it, up 1rlth a second meeting held 

und r the sa.iile auspices, bu·0 rrlth ·i:.he par·t.icipation of a grOU!) of perhaps 

ten distinguished. American ei t izens who 1;ossess the required. experience1 

knowledge, and wisdom: as r;eJ~ E!s an equal number of Russian. citizens pos ... 

sessing similar qualifications 11 'L'ilese adcli tional participants should also 

be free from ~ove~mental responsibilit.Yo 

This second meeting ohould attempt. 'Go co1r.e to _grips with all the problems 

the.t are involved and the par. t.icip~nt.s would therefo:::'e have to devote their 

full ti111e to that task f01.' a period of perhaps three mont-hso:. 

In order to have an orderly discussion it might be of advantage to 

fonn tr;o teams.....,,a nRussian ter~n1~ and an HllJnerican teamn-~ .and let the disctl.S .... 

sion take the foi~J of 11 negotiations11 between these two -~eamso This, howeverJ 

~:ould be no mo:..·e than a device for ar:dYinc; at a r~id clarification of our 

·i:.houghts1 and bot h the 11 Russian teamn and the "American te(lUln should be 

composed half of Americans and half of Russians in order to a.v·oid arc:! danger 

that the thinldng of ·(.he trro ·::.ea.:11S mll Get into the c;rooves of the official. 

).Jolicies of thc:i.1· respec-tive govcrnmentso 

In order to make SUl'e 'l.hot the effect of aey contemplated provision 

(nhich the ncet i ng illc.'o/ _•econnr.end for inclusion in un ove~all settlement) 

on na·i;,ions ot_lCr ·i:,han lrussia C..."ld lu1l0i'ica w:i.ll also be fully taken into 

acc.onnt1 ·i:,he part icipat,i on of ci·i:.izcns of ·(,he other nations involved would 

seem t-o be very cl esirabl eo 

11. 11 neeotio.:0::.oi11a of ~~he typ(.~ here envisaged would have one very great 

udvant~c over e.c ' tJ.D~ nego·i:.i~.tions bctr;een the governments involvedo In 

c>.ctual negotia·i:.ior-s j : i;, is very .difficult to bring into play ima.e;ination 

ond resom.·cefl)J..ness becaus once a poi..11.t is conceded it is very difficuJ:c 

to rc·tract ito '..'his makca it impossible 'w experiment vrith idea.s4 In the 

llnegot,ia·i:.:i..onstt he re propoocd, however, both teams, the HAmerican teamu and 



the t: Rus sicn teD.I', 11 can ten·c2.ti -:rely cor..ceed o. number of points und later 

on, when ·the v!ho: e picture e:ncrees o..ncl the-y recogni::m the weak poin-ts:. they 

can thro·w everytl•ing out nnd start again £:com scratcho 

It is the r_e:;d.bilit·y- of t~liS kind of ttnegot.iationslt i7hich perlilita us 

to hope ·(,hat if ·~.here is any solu·;.ion to our problem it mll be discovered, 

and -c.hat one might end up ;·ri~.:.h the Ol!t.line of a compl'ehensive a~rec:r:;.ent 

~~nich the par-cicipants caY1 Yn:t.h r;ood conscience recommend to the An:eric<?.n 

and Russian gove:'1unents u 

It is not t0 be assumed that either of these govorniuen"'s would accept. 

ou·~right arsy suc:1 recormnenda:cion, for in interna·ciono.l bargaining no one 

wants to s·t.art o·:·i:. y;-lth t·.ha·C. he hopes to end up vritho Bu·i:. if, subsequen·;..Jy1 

it should coree to reo.l nego·tiu·i:.ions between the two governments, these re= 

cOhl.:lendutions ui_;M, provide the intelloctua.l clarification nhich must preceed 

arry e.ct.uru. net;o·i:.i.at.ion if it is ·~o lead t.o D.n o.~reement that will secure last. ... 

ing peaceo 

Pl~oposed Procedure 
- or=:--,.~~ . 

It is proposed to proceed :i.n stages as fol.lows: 

1) 'Ehe te}(:; of this n.rt:i.cle nill be communicated to you two 1'ieeks after 

i·cG appearance i:1 print: toGether 17i"0h such expresaions of opinion--private 
be 

or public·--us vr.i.ll then l~e in hand~ A"i::. ·i:.hat time you will be asked tenta ..• 

·t.ivoly ·co sey IYhe"C.hcr you a:'e vrillii'l-G ·co participa·t.e in the proposed meeting., 

If it turns ou·t. tho:t we hv.ve ·the ncceptance of a group that is broadly 

repl'esen·cutivc o~: the ·chinkin~ of Am.m."ice.n scientj.sts, and not merely of one 

fac·l:.ion c:;.· ar.otherJ Tie shall proceed fu:cther and set up a steering committeeo 

)..• .L"' 
~...~ 

2) i'Te~·:t, the Rt1.Gsio.n government Yiould be approached in order ·co obtain 

consf'n"\:. to ·i:.he p::-oposed li!eetingn 

There l:.::c b~en very little pe1.'sonal contac·i:. between Russian and AmeZ'"-' 

; cnn ""c-i e·~-'-·i ,.. ...... '"'J... r"ce 19-.c Pr_i o· ... , ·:·.o +h'"'.·:-. t·ime
1 

ho7Tever, many ou+r-:.-:·;"lnding 
- c;._ u - •• v.-iC> vu o..> - - .J::; o v v "' v .1o. " v~ .,_ 
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list of nmncs of those T~hooe 

hnve by r'!o-.i acc~ui:'Gdo 

the 
:!:o::- the c:i:nSel:·;:, o:: ~:.;r..e Am.c;..'iccn ~o'JC::'l1.i.r.ent. : eit;lw:r.-.'3ec:.~eto.zy o:L Stilte or 

·t.:~e P:..'es:.i.dent o • ';'J(• cc.nnot Lnow for c el't2.il1 \7hnt the answer r:1cy be. I3ut 

s i.nce !1o Gl1e j_n m.1.r govc:cnme.nt c mld l'O~,s:Lbly believe t.odv.y thv.t -rre 2.re on 

r.-an·i.. to ·i:.cl~e upun it.seli' -the :..'e:sy-nsibiJ.i·cJ for bloc.dng us even though the;r 

1.:ig rt. ·0hi:..1l~ t~_;c:(. uur c~ ar~ceG o:? success n:..·e vcr;;· smalL, 

~~l.I1..,.•'ci·1r,. o·" f·h"' 1··ce··--;-1r' - -t..~:. ... ·-,_J. l• .L :J .. ~----'-'--~~ 

'::.'he coGt or ·'.Jhe p:..·oposGG1 i'i::.·r.:·i:. m.ce·0inc; of scientists i::; estimated a·t 

'i.'l~e coat. of ·o:ri1 e occond Lee-t.lD-G :ould be considerably hishcr. Since it 

I:1 "::.1Jit.-...o'.l: the ;c:..·v-icca ·or a co:!si<lo:..·Lble st<:~.ff mqy be required . Thus it 



I!l the fall of :i.9h5 ·cl1 vc.nt 2:;.jo:::i ty oi: -;:,~e c.to:~.c scientis·l:.s in L.n:er-

ica held ve::J s·C.:.'On{:;ly to t,he belief tno:t th::: eliminat.io{l of ator.ric bombs 

ou:' R.1.s:..:;i2.n colleE{~UCG oi' tho th::..'u."\:,'1 of "chis t~esis, and_, r.:oremrer, v:e l:.liE;lit 

be able to co:--,vince -'-:,~:.eu of ·i:.b3 sir.cori'i:,y oi' our deGire for an equitr.ble 

po;-;it:i_on t·J po!'::;uo.de the F.v.s;;ie.n r:o·Ja:·nnenC. of t,11o vo.lid.ity of our vle-r.s 

tb: .n rre1·e t:1e l'epr·esGnt.::ltives o:: our (,Ovcrn,':!ent . In ·0he fall of 1945 the 

f.:uJ3i~n go·,·e:'rui:ent, 11.. o!: d t,_; ·cho •~l~r;:Ji<:.n sc.:.entists ·i:,o mo.·tch our 

therefore 
c:.cll:i.evemelYCG in ·(,he :~·ieltl of o.tom; c energy, and~'r:e believed tllo.t 

'liar time 
11~~ 

'theAGcien-

In Oc·cabcr, 19h) the p1•opon:::l to hold snell a i::eeting was submit·ced til 

·c:;. sec ·c.t:c .::.<.lv2.!1.tages that i1ligir0 rocul t fl~ow. holdil1SJ such a meo·c:Lng a t that 

·0i!~CC. Ho Y>n:J not able , hm~·overJ 'Co convince Byrnes, 'llTIO rrns ·then the Seers-

The p:·o~Joco.l YIU.f.l ti:.en c2.rricd to -GLe l'!hite IIouse in 19h6 by Robei~t 1:1., 

, • J.. 
J.Or :Lvo 
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The second att.eupt to briP.e about a meeting of 1\.mericun and Runsian 

scien·0ists was m:::tcle by the E;ne:::gencw Com;:;ittce of Atomic Scientists in 

l9h?, a short time before the COli!Lrunis·i:.s took over Czechoslovakia. The 

Emergency Gommi ttee proposed to inv .i.. te /uncl·ican, E~lish, and French sci-

erri:.ists on the one hnnd1 Rusci2.nJ Czech1 al1d Polish scientists on ·che otheZ', 

to a meet,il"lB to be held in Jcrr~ica., British Heat Indioso The mooting was 

to be deYoted to disc1.wsing uhat political conditions rrould have to be met 

before internntionc:tl control o:f AtorilLc EnergvJ r:ith adequate safeguards, 

could be ex-J?ed,ed to be acceptable to the r;overnments involvedo 

This time i·C. Tro.s decided not to ask for ·i;.he State Depar·C.ment' s eonsent 
C).i- ~ o~Y 
:!::'l: s.evtiJlee , but ra.t:2er to l{eep the State Department merely informed of all 

the s·i:.eps t;:ol{en and to seek its consent only after the consent of J"he ft:ussian 

• government ha{i been obtained. Accordingly 1 Dl"' o Hnrrison Broun, act,ing as 

e:i~ecutivc vice-ch<?.ir 1::e.n of the El;mrGency Committee, had two personal inter--

•ricws vJi th Andrei G:t'Ol!'lf1~o (who \7Cl.G at that time Rl.:ts:.:;ia 1 :::; representative in 

t he Securit-y Council) o Dro Skobele;yn 1:as rrith GrmrifkO on both of these occa,., _ 

nions. ~~.~~ xre""f ~~~tbi-b:~,lli~~~o~ s:e'::;;~tJ~: = ~ 
1C-..r l.'C. ~~ Lo,."'~ c;\ ~· .. ~ Q.u_,~ '' (W ~ 4' "-... ~ .... Q.CCOW\JI)AM.;t.cl 

.;J8!:'&8€l. a:. ·'· h'i~et l!t91ii"dng b':f Hr . Deardsley lQ.umii' (at thnt time chairmant 
Q\<1, . f(.u .yi,., t 0 c c. c..,., • ..... :::r - .. 
of the board of R, n . Uacy and Co, Herr York) and on the second occasion by I 1 C 

c 0~ ro .. o.+~ l4.WJ~e. ... ( c.' e.o..~") ) G!oTth'•'-) FrtC&4d ~, ""'. OJ(~ 
FoUile.....- H"-"""i I~"> ,.. "'$i iii '"I\ NeW iork.) 

In the first :L1 ... eFITio•::, G:;.:·ocylw informed Dr. Bro¥m that he Yiould have 

t.o ·i;.:;:·anmui t t,he proposal to Moncow and in the second interview, which took 

plnce a ·0 Gr·onwko ':::; :--um:~es ·i:,ion, he informed Dr" Brorm that the proposal had 

been turned down. ::·c. rriight very y:ell be thu.t at -i:;he second interview, even 

-r.'hile he trc:msmi i:.ted the :;.•e jec·0ion of the proposal, Gronzyrlco knew in his heart 

You and America are movina toward a third world 



Tm,r in a pr8ds~:r0ine·l course and t hat no~Glling tha·t enyone of us can do is 

l:!J{ely to de.flc::c·t t/~e:.n. from this co·• rse ' Y9l!l I't1aJ Le IllJi c.. abatti; i;llis y ~t 

tt ·aould be vrronz to cive up hope 

until such tilu.e o.s ~Jonbs begin to fall, and perhaps we should not eive up 

hope even theno ArYl if it comos to the r;orst, let each one of use ha.ve at 

least. such sat.isfr:;.c cion as r:e 1i'kTJ ;::,e t from t.he kno·:rled~;e that ne have. done 

our utmost to prc-:re xt ito 

Clearly, .,>r:i.vn:0e initiativ-e in i.I·YI:.er-no.tional relations is long ovcrdueo 

Unfortunately priv<x~e initiative nill often come late, because to '~ke ac-

tion not ·th~ rcs) onci.bility of 0nyon~ in particularo 

In ·t:,his ins·can cc, the res)onsibility 17ould seem to rest. in the first. 

' 
place wi:0h i:.he publ .. c; for tLI11es s smile friendly voices nre raised in re-

t:ponse to the puhli :::<:::cion of this l e tter, it will be vcr-J difficult for us 

to proceed YJi"th tlle plan here :-:resentedo 



-----

TRICTED 

ROOGH DllA.n lO ARTIClE Fm THE 
BUI.JBTIN OF mE A C SCIEHTISTS • 
ar FOR REIJW) • 

J. Latter :ln the 

This letter is addressed to a number of scientists to it Will. 
be cated two weeks after its appearance in print. The 
ressees are f-ollows a Hans Bethe (Cornell Uni.versi'f:¥), Harrison 
Brown (Institute for Nuclear Studies, Universiv of Chicago), A. B. 
Compton (Washington University, St . Louis), K. T. Co ton (lias 
cbusetts Institute of T-echnology), James B. Conant (Harvard Univer
si'f41), Lee A. DuBridge (calif'omia Institute of Technology), Albert 
Einstein (Institute for Advanced Studies, Princeton), Irving Langmuir 
(General Electric Compq, Scbenectad;,y), F. eeler Loomis (Universif.¥ 
of Illinois ), Joseph er (Institute for No.clear Studies, Universiv 
of Chicago), H. J . lluller (Universicy of Ind:iana), J . • Oppenheimer 
(Institute for Advanced Studies, Princeton), Linus Pauling (caJ.ifor
nia Institute of Technology), Frederick Seitz (Universitur o£ Illinois), 
(\Vr:U Smith (Institute of llet,als, Universiey" of Chi ) , Edward 
Teller (Los Alamos), Robert Uson (Cornell University). 

'l'h1B is not an open letter, but rather a real letter sent to you in the 

open, prior to its deli very by' maU. It is sent to you in the o n becau8e 

it something should co of what is being proposed here, the public ought to 

know about it from the ve17 outset. Moreover, you miV wish to knotr before 

you answer the question I am tting to you whether the proposal can COJIIMlld 
~~~ lc. 

aqy public support, and the onJT T8tf to find out is to let the. know 

and l.et tb haVe their 881'. 

'lhe question I asking you is this 1 ould you be w1 J J 1ng to twith 

a group ot Russian scientists (am BUch scientists from other countries • 

it IDl\1 seem advisable to include) 1 assuming that such a ting can be ar-

ranged Td tb the consent of the Russian and rican governments? 
~\'( s t 

In this" 'ting we would hope to have a sincere and searching discussion 

(in closed rather than in open sessiona) of the problem of international. 

control of atomic energy • OUr objec uld be to find out what scientist. 



~ -. 

o,l:.DE~-consider to be the political prereqUisites 

before an adequate mthod for the control ot atoaic 

bombs, other ans or destru.ct.ion. could be expected to beco ao-

ceptabl.e to both Bussia am rica. 

o~ you must have kno1m nmr .for quite a mmber or ;years that there 

can be no peace without control of atomic energy, that there can be no control 

of atomic energy without a general agre nt on f reaching c:l.isarmaDent, and 

that there can be no tar-reaching d l.sall"'DD!Iml!lllt without an over-all. sett.lemeut 

of the major outstaming issues between Russia and America. t of you 1dl.l 

agree, I believe, that such an over-all. settl.ement will be of value onq 1f 

it 11111. lead to lasting peace, 8.nd that it can lead to lasting peace o~ if 

it creates conditions 1n ..tdch America and Rwlsia wlll desire to keep tM 

agreement in operation even i1' they should retain the legal right 1:4 abrogate 

it at 8JV time. 

1a it possible to outli.De such an ~? Is it possible to outJ.iDe 
r~·,-. ~ ,-

an ag:ree.mt 11hich will aatis1)' reasonable in America as ell 1n Bu.asia? 
0 

This, to-· 8 to be the crucial question, yet no one toda;y s to k:nmr 

the tiDS'er to it, tor at no time dur~ the live years that ba"18 passed 

e1nce Hiroshima have there been aqr comprebenaiw negotiations at tbe gcwem
mental leYel.~ b~ 1 f!. vt:-~~ .>(.. rtj v L t { t L--.) 

'ftle Scient1ate I 

In a democraqy llke ours~ prog;reas is, however, not entire]l' depeudent 

an actions ot the governmentJ it need be, groups of private indiTiduala 

take the initiative. There is some reason to think that in this rticul.ar 

case we scientist might re.nder a public service by" doing so. are not 
entire]¥ without responsibllitv" for the troubl.e the world is in, and should 

therefore be prepared to take the risk llbich goes 1li th sticking our neck out 

in t..b18 time of craie. And 11'8 important~ we scientists-Russians and 



. . . 

! 
I 

Americarts--na:ve omething in COlllllOn llbich gbt prove to be an invaluable 
on this occasion. e have in common a deeo--seated devo-tion to truthJ to set ... 
ing the tru.th arxl to sta the truth as see it, JlheneTer absence tram 
ou ide pressures perm:l ts us to do so. 

In ssging this I do not Wi.sh to convey the impression that sc:Lentista 
can allR\VS be expected publi~ to express their views in of • be it \ 
bot or co , 8'1etl~ their opinion shauld ~ in the face of the offic1&1 

view& of their govel"DIIen~ Baturall¥, ~entists, --------
will be reluctant to embarrass unnecessariq their 01111 gov rnment through 
their public utteraJliJeS:j The publ.ic discussion of international control~ 
atomic energr in the United States has ~ demonstrated tb1s point. i"icall 
scientists• atter their initial enthusiastic and articul.ate reception of 'the (_ 
Ache~Lilienthal report.., lapsed ilito silence en Baruch introduced tbe 
issue of the veto., When it bee evident that the United States waa not 
going to be speci.f'ic conce1'Ding the time scale of the a~ in 11hich tJJa 

/'-- p1an was supposed to go into effect, and that theA f!!&mtJ ~ •• ..,.._ 
going to relJr., tor the defense of stern Euro • on strategic bombing in 
eral axt atomic bombs 1n particular. 

But• notw:i:thstanding the restraint ch American scientists emrcise 
in their public utterances, in their private discussions devoted to the search 
for the truth they are c letel3' tree from ru:v such restraint. 

In the proposed discussion with our ~sian colleagnes. it 1I'OUl.d be neo-
essar.v to be as sincere with :them as we are with oursel if the ting 1.8 
to serve atV use1'ul. purpose. tis is• of course, possible on:J;r if thtv" are 
equa1.1:y' sincere with us aai .f'eel tree to state their personal. views ratber 
than compelled to reiterate the o.fficial Russian position. Co't1¥ we apect 
this rro our Russian colleagues? 



.. 
. · 

• rican scienti!!!ts alike could not partic1.pate in aucb 

discussion except with the consent of t heir vernments . co 

sent riean scientist should have no difficulty in talking in t presence 

o! their Russian colle4J"" es ju !' sincere as when the;r talk with 

other. So of yo may think, vcr~ that becaus of the c 

of arq tree public discussion in ssia, Russian scientists have al 

ge r lo 

L_ 0,V tim.ida 

and 
sn 

too 

vel'Jlllll':1nt. 

[ 
l 
\ 

' 

hold this view are perhaps right; t ag 

to wrong, for it is easy to overestimate our own treedom tro intimidatio 

and to Ul'l.derestimate the cour e of others. 

thing is certain& :ting could serve no tul. purpo 

unles both sian and 

in clo ed tings . 

itest at very outset. At the very outset shall either cceed iD 

f'inding t right tone or else there 1lill be no point in oing on with 

ting. 

might perhaps t 0 t by renewing the history of the p fiv 

ye s o! negotiations on atomic energr and di cus-sing 1n general just 

the world got into its pre ent sorry state. In thea eli c sio.ns we • ght 

do wll to have the 

ric •s re ibili v for bringing about this tate ha 

cientists hasize sia' a responsibility' for it. 

It llight then clear bef'ore the fi t dai' is over that 
~ ~ ... 

tieipants~ j t as llttle) o~ th offici riean position whic 

holds a re ons.ible for all the troubl they do of the oUi.cial 

si position Which holds rica respo ible tor all or tb and tba 



,, .. . . 
.s. 

th the official views aa gro s and sterile oversimplifications. 

the stage tor a ucce&sful ting will have be 

e eting t e sc ul.ed to last th:re to ten d•s• it muld 

se preferable to hold. it in so neutral countr,r . 

defil.i.ng with di!.ficul t prob , ther :would tmioub~ strong di vi&io 

o£ o inion. Yet, it we cce in comiru! close to the truth, ch di io 

ot opinion should not be along national. • The l.e correlation th re 

111!l!itllllllte between opinions and th nationaliV o! those lltJ.o hold th the 

can be that we are facing e real proble 'llhich are im'ol: 

dn•t expect th1 first eting to do more than es lis the 

fact that rican.s Russians acting as private im1rldual..s tre. troa 

governmental responsibili ey- h the re ct for each otber' s rso 

opinio which sincere personal opinions deserve, and that they ue tberet-on 

able jointq to tbi through the obl invol • 

Since whatever aey (of us) g t at sucb a :ting 1lill be his ten-

tati e rather than his final opinion, the participants 

that the record of the ting will be held in confidence. U c:r 
clarification of issue is re ed, llbich woul.d -.rrant a publl.c statement, 

such of both the -.;1ori't\r 

ot the rican am the jori 'tiT or the Russian par:tic1panta. 

It 

nt :wo d ttend this ting as obHrvors but that they would not acti veq 

participate · in it. reoTer1 eYei7 taeUit,' shoul be gi en to gents 
?u~ e ,\' ~ ~'1'\ ,c.., '\' Q.~'\\~ -\'<D~ n, Sv'bs-•~IICll\-\o 

both v l'!'.lllente in order to su icion that •a ere 

"v\CI.v4.. JH.&:~u at the .eating in one direction or another. 
" 

The Second 

It such a meeting re held it it proTed to be success.fal~ it would 

verr quickJ.l" 1 us to questions ich go nd th co tence ot scientist.. 



6. 

e should, therefore, be prepared to toll it up tri.tb a second eting held 

under the uspic 1 but with the participation of a grou of rhapa 

ten distingui hed .lllleriean ci ti.Zens possess the required experi nee, 

qu.al nmaber of si, ci ti.zens 

ae 1ng imilar qual.itications. These additional partici ts should also 

be tree .troa govemmental responsibiliq. 

'l'h1 second tillg houl.d attempt to co 

tbat are imol ani the participants would therefore have to d te their 

tull t that lor a period ot pemaps three ntba. 

lD order to have an order:Qr di cuasion it t be of adnnt to 

" r:tcan t 

sion take the to ot •negotiations• between th se two 

d be DO re than a device for arrl:ring at a rapid cl8rifieation or our 

thoughts, aDi both the • and tbe " r1can should be 

co sed halt ol rioans and halt or sians in order to &TOid 

tbat tb:e thinking or the two te w:Ul. get into the grooTes of the otticial. 

polici of their respective emmenta. 

In order to e e that th e1'fect of azv con il.ated provision 

('llhich the -~ ...... tor inclusion 1n an o e~-~ settl nt) 

on natio other than sia and rica will also be ful.:cy' T~"~"'"" into 

account, th participation or citize of the ot r nations il:wol 

to verr desirable. 

A " gotiation" of the VP& he envis eel muld haY ne ve17 grea~ 

e over ctual negotiations between tbe ernmenta involved. In 

actual tiations it is ver:f dit.f'ieult to bring into plq 1-.gi.Da.tion 

and resourcetalneas caus »once a point is conceded) it is very difficult 

to retract it. This es it impossible to experimen't with ide • In the 

• tiatians• ere propo , ho er, both ?..u~, th • r1 te 
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• can tentatively ~1\ ~.d a !IWIIber of points and later 

on, n in • tbe.r 

start 

It is the ! exibilliQ" of this · 

to .., luti.on t.o o disco red, 

t 

~ ..... " the part.i.c pants c ~w:i.th good c cie ce) recoiiDmfi:ma 

and sian governments. 

It not to 

outri t ucb reco andation, for in international 

· should co tc: .r: e 

co.rtmelldations might rovi the intelle~tual clarification 1l'b1ch 

ctu.al. 11egotiatio i.f it i to lead to an ag 

Pr Procedure 1 ' 

$ It is propo to proe in tages fol.l.on: ~ 

lr. ~ ~ ., <r \ ' '- f f'• c; 
'J 

to you~ ) 
· ito?-'thia..arf=.jcJe wi.ll be 

1 a arance in print, together with such eJCP ssio o£ te 
ttc."' . 

or will in hand. At. that time you w:Ul be t 
'-

tiv~ to 88if thEU" ou are ldlling to partiei te in t..ll< pr sed -~-"~'"""• 

U it '11\U~ out that that is broadJT 

c· tis , 

facti or 1U10th r~ p c ed further and tup steeri co t tee. 
; 

2't., 81 d 1n order to 

its e nt tot proposed meeting. 

re r:r li tt.l.e nal contact -tweeD 

ic sci tists inc 193S. Prior to that t 
' - - , outstanding 
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had 
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• 

• 
i: 

• 

' 
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• that 

seco interview, 
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to rest in t 
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it 
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