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Dea~ Pr~feea r Top hiev: 

Julil 31# 1957 

En losed you. ~ill i~ • a page taken from Life m!'.ga.nne 1n l'Jh10h 

~ou might be interested bcc~~~tJe it o.o tatns yw.r piGtul':le ld us for othe .. 

pezneps mol~ impo · .. l"'eaa .. ~ l<Jeeitl.y magad..ne has t .ation 
or over 26 million" l'hicll meaoo that · t r-ee nea E>.bollt 12 m:Lllion fam:U: ea. 

Because of the e-ood r-eeept· on given by the ·ll!larioon press to the Pugwash 

:meet111g11 we oo.y: have 01mtr: ~.ted ·o the re::.axa.tion of tension \lm.ieh 1s 

a neoeasa:cy GO!ldit1on of progress tO\'lard a peacei1!1 ltTO?ld. But as J'OU 

kno~r from ou.r d:teeuasiona !i.n rl.lf,'1'Jash, I oe1 .. 1e-ve that scientists ~ be able 

to do ntore than j?JSt help in reJ.a:dng tension..., wh:leh is e.1.ear]3 not enough. 

In ·~is oonneution I am eltolosing a memora..~ in i'miah I de

sel?ibe what I believe m1g!lt be aecompl:lshed tl'..rov.gh meetings, BO.l1!ewl'"..at simi 

lar to the i?ugl'msh mee·ting~ but w..ore ambi tioua in oharaoter o ~ names of 
• 

·l;hoae to whom this memorandum haa been s-ent are att.achedo 

l3eca.use t..'Y!is is vacation time;; I do not eAoopeot to get l"esponses 

very .fasto E<ut if t~he :t'esponses are fa"~.rorable:J I would propo83 then to ex

plore the posaibili ty o:r having the Ulli ,.rex>si ty of Chic9.go assume responsi.., 

biJ.it~ :~or a;;ranging av.c.h a meeting~ PRY"Jided t1w.t it is cm'le-luded that 

the ra.ee~ing z~haMJ.d take pla.ee 3.n t.i:le western hemisx;bere., In tl"..ia oa.ee, the 

ltteeting misbt b~ ar-.(le.ngnd~ joitrt:ly., 'by J~he Enrico Femm.. Institute for Nu

clear Studies ar...d the Department of Pol:t·tical Science o-r this tm1vem!ttyy 

The direoto:;ship of the Irtsti t't ·be is about to ohal1ge ~ the new 

di2.~ot-or has :not been appointed ~rat# and the outgo:tng direotol., is on vaca

tion.. I have~ thel.~fore.l) a.isai.msed the poos:J.ble role -::lhich the Institute 

might play in e.r.v.ce.nging f'o~· such a meeting t·rlth the Acting ni.J:ector, Pro

fessor Anthony Turlrevich. and I foun:O. lti.J~'!. personal.ly most S:t"&pathetia to 

the general idea.o 1. have .further o.iseussed this proposition u3.th. the Head 

ot the Depar"~lt of Poli t:lool Science 1 Professor Ioiorton Grodzil"' .... ':l. He was 

enthusiastic about the :ldea, and told me he would l·re.tlt to taJ:~e up the ma.t

~;et" with the Oharwellcn .... of the Uiliversi·i:y and also {wlth. a vj.e111 -~o obtain• 

1..'11£ t..'l:.e r-equ:?.rad ~) td:th one of the ~otrr.:.da tions ~ 
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As you knmi' f~"M ®.r discussions at Pugwa.sh" soon after the 
laat wazil ended the Chancellor or the 'ltd'!.ver-s1ty of Chicago., Dr. Robert M. 

Hutchins~ oaJ.led. on the President or the Ur.d. ted States and offered to have 
the VP .. :f:venitrcf of Oll...ieago a.astillle the reaponaib.i.lity for calling a meet:lrlg 
of Rusaia11 and Amet~oan scientists as well as ec~entists from other nationa 
for the purpose o£ having an exchange of v:iewa on the problems raised by 
the exist,enee or a. .. .;O!ldo bartls,. In the meantime:;- Dr. La.wrence K!Ulpton ha.a 

succeeded Robel'i; Ht.ttallit"..s as Chancellor of the University_. lmt the t»liver
sit:y continues to be run in the snme general spix':it. 

In these oirctrrllatancea., I e.asw!le that 11ow., t-1hen eO'l'..dtt:lons f'or 
arJ.."ang}.ng slt.oh a meetil'l.g are more :.fa~~~~.e than the--.; t'iere in the past., 

the Ullive:l:-aity ot: Oh.teago n;a-a a~.n be Hilling ·to assume reapone:\b:Uicy 
for a :meeting o W.aethel" or not it \'Jill. in fact do so, I cannot aa;s with 

arq deg:t"ee of assurance i.'o!~ the p;resent J and th:ts ~ largely depend on 
the response \'!hiGh -vze get from you and the other scientists mw 1d.ll re
ceive eopies of the encl.caed melnoranduntrr. 

I should perhaps add that I~ pe1~onslly.., would be t:W..xious ·to 
ha:te ~.t. one or the ea~l:N' meetings a larger pa.l~.eipat:i.on of Russ:lan sc1en• 
tia·ta $ and partitJularly of sueh as m.;:..y tw ~m_ne~ent be inellned to ex

periment ltrl th ideM and join actively in a frem'iheeli!'.,g discussion.. It 

it is easie~ to get t..'tlem to part.:tcipa.te in a m.eet!rt..g ·i.<ha.t is :P..eld in l'lus
sia~ I would regard that as a atr~ng argument in f~:1or of holdL~ a meet• 
i!".g soon in Rassie. also~ J. am confide11t that as i'a.r as the P.in.er:lean au
·thol?'.t ties are ooncer-.aed thez;e ~trould be uo objection l."aised agail1s·t hold ... 
ing such a nr.~eting in R\wa:ta6 prov-lded that the 1\.mer-:lcan pa:JYcieipants 

feel sure tha·t the meeting is not airced at influ.enc:!.ng the opinion of the 
masses th:~ugh. the iss-4Xl.ng of a PB.iblie state1ue."l'!t.1 but is being ~011'1ened 

fo~ the pur·pose of' clar-J..f~.i:'lg thought. ~:;.,-:e oou14 be no objection to the 

ie:ming of' a fJ.01"nt'ID.mique e..t the ta:t>m:tr.sa·cion or the meetmg t-hat i'iOuld be 

meaningful., :l:n the sense desezrliled in ·~}-1-.e :memorandum" 
All such l'!leet:lngs a.~t.r..!ld be hel.d e.t a ztesozr'~ tillers the par·tiai

p.~.nts can re:te!.x~so that each pa?tio1pan1; will ba inclltt..ed not only to gi7Je 

fo:~th his own thoughts but also to 2.~etl.eet 1.-tpon the ·thoughts p::.-:eaented by 

cthe:s:-s~ If the next :m.eet:irl.g ia heJ.d in the Western 1-!emisphel"e~ we m:lgilt 
ec.·nsider the possioUity of holding it i!1 Bl'4".ltish Coltrfl"i...bia., C~..;:.dao 1Tova 

Scotia lfC~J.d :tlOt be sv.itabJ.e in \'rl..'Yltert~;£te ~ Jamaica~ Br'.tti.sh. West. Indies~ 
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might be a. g,'OOd place also(> Calif'on'lia. or nor-l<ia might be oonsidered6 

p~ovided legal difficulties in Obtaining visas for ever,Jboay, including 

tl1e Chineae8 02~ be overcame~ 
I should perhaps addoil in order to avoid a possible misunderstanc!

ing due to la~"'Uage., that men I speak or "scientists" I use this word :tn 
the narrow sense of the tem aeeol"d1..~ to English usage.? meaning those 
whose f'ield lies wl thin the 'biological or physical scienees ~ 

As you tdll see from the memor-a...1ldum8 1 t is proposed to have a 

meeting of about tlJenty scientists a..'ld an undetermined number of obsei'Y'em o 

~le number and importance of tl".e observers :l.nvl ted should inoreaae from 
moeting to meai;ing. it the meetings are auccessfuJ. o 

The Pugwash meeting has shown ~ .. a:C. scientists Wi.l..1. be to a les
ser or ~atez.' degree inel:1.ned freely t.o experiment with ideas depending 

on their natul.~ inclinat:lon and also!l to some e.xtent8 depending on how 
c:~oaely they work with their oTtm govemw.ento I.f t'ie select the part1ei
panta in the r:f.ght manner~ we can make sure that a. sufficient num'ber of 
the partie1pa.nt;s will ca.w,r on a f'reewh.eeLtng tlJ.scuss:Lon of the Pl-:oblems 

involvedo 'ibe burden ot the discussions will have ·t;o be ~ed by the 

scientists and not by the obse:r-\Ters ~"ho tdll fulfill a dif'f'e1~nt l>ut no 
less important function -- as it is set forth :tn the enclosed m.emorc>.ndumo 

I am a.sldng all those ·eo l'lham the w~orandum is sent to jot 
down a few comLtents representing their personal views on the mattar :for 
ftt8' futu.re gv.idanoeo 'Jherefore., if' your time pemitsg I shou:t.d appreeiate 

reeeiving a .feu lines rro.m. JY.>'U.o 

m 
Enclo 

'I!.J:.lth kind personal x:ega.rdsg 

0 o F., Pm-sell 
Eugene Rabinmdt~h 
Jq Notblat 
Do F., S1.:tohel teyn 

Leo 32;;;;.1aro 

Prof o t'cf-ot.,ton Grodzj.na 
" Anthony Turitevich 



Professor A. V. To ~chiev 

c~demy of Sciences 
B. Kaluzhskaya 14 
f·iOSCOW, USSR 

Dear Profe sor Topchlev: 

August 22 , 1957 

Enclosed you 1ill find a page t·ken f om Life ~g zine, in 

which you ~~1t be inter0 ted bee use it cont ins your icture and 

also for other, perhaps more important, rea ons. This weekly maga 

zine h s c roul~tion o: over 26 million, which m ans that it re ches 

bout 12 million f, .milies . Becau e o_ the good roc ption given by the 

Americ. n presv to the Pu~rrsh meeting, em y h~ve contribu ed to the 

relaxation of tension which is a neoess cy condition of progres to

\iard a pe ce ful orld. But as you kno· ... rom ou discussion in Pug

wash, I believe that scientiot m- y be able to do more than just help 

in relaxing tension, ~hich is clearly not ~nough . 

In this connection I am conduo~ing an inquiry concerning the 

possibility of holding meetings 3omewh t similar to the Pugwash meet

ing, but more ambitious in character. I should greatly appreciate 

your re ding the att ched note which 1a addreas)d to you, and letting 

me have y;our reaction to it at your convenience. 

m 
Encl. 

\vi th kind regards, 

Leo Szilard 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

THE ENRICO FERMI INSTITUTE 

FOR NUCLEAR STUDIES 

Professor A. V. Topchiev 
Academy of Sciences 
B. Kaluzhskaya 14 
Mosco~v, USSR 

Dear Professor To pchiev: 

July 31, 1957 

.Jnclosed you will find a page taken from Life magazine, in Vlhich 
you might be interested because it contains your picture and also for other, 

perhaps more important, reasons . This weekly magazine has a circulation 

of over 26 million, which means tha t it reaches about 12 million families. 

Because of the good reception given by the American press to the Pugwash 
meeting, vre maybe have contributed to the relaxation of tension whi ch is 

a necessary condition of progress toward a peaceful world . But as you know 

from our discussions in Pu~1ash, I believe that scientists may be able to 

do more than just help in relaxing tension, v1hich is clearly not enough . 

In this connection I am enclosing a memorandum in which I de

scribe what I believe might be accomplished through meetings somewha t 

similar to the Pugwash meeting but more ambitious in character. The names 

of those to whom this memorandum has been sent are attached . 

Because this is vaca tion time, I do not expect to get responses 

very fast. But if the responses are favorable , I would propose then to ex

plore the possibility of having the University of Chicago assume responsi

bility for arranging such a meeting, provided that it is concluded that 

the meeting should take place in the western hemisphere. In this case, the 

meeting might be arranged , jointly, by the :z.:nrico Fermi Institute for Nu

clear Studies and the Department of Politi cal Science of this University. 

The directorship of the Institute is about to change, the new 

director has not been appointed yet, and the outgoing director is on va ca

tion. I have, therefore, discussed the possible role which the Institute 

might play in arranging for such a meeting with the Acting Director, Pro

fessor Anthony Turkevich, and I found him personally most sympathetic to 

the general idea. I have further discussed this proposition v'li th the Head 

of the Department of Political Science, Professor Morton Grodzins. He was 



2 . 

enthusiastic about the idea , and told me he would want to t ake up the ma t 

ter wi th the Chancellor of t he University qnd a lso (with a view to obtain

ing the r equired f unds) with one of the founda tions. 

As you know f rom our discussions a t Pugwash, soon after the 

l ast wa r ended the Chancellor of the Unive rsi t y of Chi c~go, Dr . Robert M. 

Hutchins, called on t he Pr esiden t of the Uni t ed St a tes a nd of fered to have 

the Unive rsi t y of Chicago a ssume the r e sponsibili t y f or calling a mee ting 

of Russian 2.nd American scientists o.s well a s scien t is t s f rom ot h er na tions 

f or t he purpose of having an excha nge of viev.rs on the probl ems r a ised by 

t he exis tenc e of a tomic bombs . In t he meant ime , Dr . Lawr ence Kimpton ha s 

succeeded Robe r t Hutchins ~s Chancellor of the Universi t y , but the Unive r 

sity cont inue s t o be run in t he s ame gen e r al s pirit . 

In t h e s e circums tances, I a ssume t ha t now, when condi t ions f or 

a rranging such a meeting a r e more favorable t h c>.n they i're r e in the pas t , 

t h e Universi t y of Chicr.go may again b e willi ng to a ssume r e sponsibili t y 

f or a meeting . Hheth e r or no t i t will in fact do so, I cannot s ay wi t h any 

degr ee of a ssu r ance f or t h e pre s en t , and t his may l a r gely d~p~nd on ~he r : 

s pons e which we ge t f rom you and the o t he r scientis t s who will r e ceive copi e s 

of t he enclosed memorandum . 

I sh ould pe rhaps add tha t I, pe rsonally, i"J"ould b e c-.nxious t o 

have s.t one of t h e e'lrly mee t ings a l a r ge r par t icipation of Russian scien 

vists, and par t icula rly of such a s may by t~mpe rament be inclined to ex

pe rimen t wi t h ideas a nd j oin a ctively in a f r eewheeling discussion . I f i t 

is e 'tsier t o ge t them to participate in a meeting th :;::. t is held in Russia , 

I would r egard tha. t a s a strong a rgument in favor of h olding FL mee ting soon 

in Russi a also . I am conf iden t tha t a s fa r a s t he American au t hori t i es a r e 

conce rned the r e would be no ob jection r a ised against holding such ~ mee ting 

in Russia , provided tha t the Ame rica n pa rticipants f ee l sure t ha t t h e meet

ing is not a imed a t inf luencing the opinion of the ma sse s through t he is

suing of a public s ta t ement , but is being convened f or the purpos e of 

cla ri f ying thought . There could b o no object ion t o t he issuing of a com

munique a t the t e rmina tion of the me e ting t hat i'rould b e meaningful , in t he 

s ense described in the memorandum . 

All such me e tings should b e: he ld a t a r e sort whe r e t h e p"' r t ici 

pants can relax so t ha t each par t icipan t will b e inclined no t only t o gi ve 

f ort h his own thoughts but a lso t o r efl 2c t upon t h e thoughts pr e s ented by 

othe rs. I f the next meeting is h eld in t he lileste rn Hemis phe r e , we mi gh t 
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consider the possibility of holding it in British Columbia , Canada . 

Nova Scotia would not be sui table in wintertime . Jamaica, British 'lest 

Indies, might be a good place also . California or Florida might be con

sidered, provided legal difficulties in obtaining visas for everybody, in

cluding the Chinese , can be overcome . 

I should perhaps add , in order to avoid a possible misunderstand

ing due to language , that when I speak of 11 scientiststt :ruse this word in 

the narrov1 sense of the term according to English usage , meaning those 

~;vhose field lies wi tnin the biological or physical sciences . 

As you will see from the memorandum, it is proposed to have a 

meeting of about twenty scientists and an undetermined number of observers . 

The number and importance of ·the observers invited should increase from 

meeting to meeting, if the meetinos are successful . 

The Pu~;ash meeting has shown that scientists will be to a lesser 

or greater degree inclined freely to experiment with ideas depending on 

their natural inclination and also, to some extent _, depending on hovv- closely 

they ~;vork with their own government . If v1e select the participants in the 

right manner, we can make sure that a sufficient number of the participants 

will carry on a freewheeling discussion of the problems involved . The bur

den of the discussions will have to be carried by the scientists and not 

by the observers who will fulfill a different but no less important func 

tion -- as it is set forth in the enclosed memorandum . 

I am asking all those to ~·vhom the memorandum is sent to jot 

down a few comments representing their personal views on the matter for my 

future guidance . Therefore _, if your time permits , I should appreciate re 

ceiving a few lines from you . 

m 
..t!,TICl . 

cc : Prof . 
11 

fl 

11 

vJi th kind personal regards , 

C. F . Powell . 
Eugene Rabinowitch 
J . Rotblat 
D. F . Skobeltzyn 

Sincerely yours , 

Leo Szilard 

Prof . Norton Grodzins 
Prof . Anthony Turkevich 
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ARA,li;EMHH HAYK 
COID3A COBETCRBX CO~JI A..JIHCTllqECKHX P E CllYBJIJIR 

MocKea, E. !(aAyJ!CcKaR., 14. 

KoMM.Y mamop: B 2-00-00 

Kmu"eAR.puR.: B 2-49-83 

Professor A.V.Topchiev 
General Scientific Secreta ry 
US R Academy of Sciences 
B.Kaluzhskaya I4 
Moscov1, US R 

Dea r Pr ofess or L.Szilard, 
I have received your interes ting let ters and I must 

apologize fo:r my delayed :reply. 
Since the Pugwash meeting I traveled much having visited 

Switzerland and France. Everywhere everybody vas interested in 
the Pugw.:-.sh meet ing and expressed their sup:port to it . 

The Pugwash meeting has found a very warm response in this 
country. fumerous meetings of scientists were held in va rious 
cities of the Soviet Un ion in sup)ort of that meeting . At those 
meetings deep concern 1!Jas expressed for t he welfare of all 
human beirgs . Everybody felt that something had to be done im
medi ately to avert the da1o-er of a de s truct ive nucl ear war 
hallding over mankind and to eliminate serious da121age to the 
health of human beings and of children that wi ll be born in 
future generat ions due to nuclear tests . Therefor some 200 
leading soviet scientists on beha lf of many thous ands of scien
tific vvorkers of the USSR su ~·ported an i dea to h old a broad in
ternational meeting of s cientists to discus s nuclear dal18er 
hanging ove1.· ma.r.lkind . 

I think now time is ripe to hold such a raecting and no 
need to li it the number of pa ·tici:::;2nts to discus s the ab ove 
mentioned quest ion. I h i_;hly ..:')recia te your ef f orts as \'!el l as 
your col leagues from the Univer s ity of Chicago to al.Tange such 
a meeting. I think assistance of this group would be very 
useful. 

SUI. 6038. Tap . 2000t 
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I V'Jas very glad to learn that while your being in 'Vest 

Germany you had talks with german scientists and they were 

eager to attend the meeting . I think their participation would 

be of great significance. 

Some time ago P"'.cof. Linus Pauling asked Prof. Nesmeyanov 

and me to help him to obtain the signatures of soviet leading 

scientists to the american scientists•Appeal to reach an in

ternational agreement to sto~ the testing of nuclear bombs as 

a first step towatrd a more eei1.eral disarmament and the ultimate 

effective abol}tion of nuclear ':Jeapons . I am very pleased to 
inform you the american scientists'Appeal found a very warm 

res_· onse in this country and was signed by more than 200 lead
ll1g scientists of the Soviet Union. 

Prof. Skobeltzyn and r.rrr.Pavlichcnko are going to attend a 

meeting of the Co ·· li ttee appoli1ted in Pugwash which is to be 

held in London on December IS to discuss suggestions for a 

broad international meeting on nuclear problems . 

I would like also to thank you much for the intentions to 

invite Mr. Pavlichenko to visit the University of Chicago for 
exchanging views on some international problems. But due to 

many assingnments he has n ovJ he is not able to g o to Chicago 

at present. 

I keep most pleasant memories of our meeting in Pugwash 

andi am looking forward to meeting you again. 

With best regards 

Sincerely yours 

Prof. L.Szilard 

University of Chicago, 
Chicago 37, illinois 
USA 
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Night Letter to: 

Academici 
• Topchiev 

Academy of Scienees, 
B. Kaluzhskaya 14, 
MOSCOW. 

March 14, 1958 

FOR YOUR AND SKOBELTZYNS INFORMATION STOP HAVE SENT FOLLOWING 

CABLE TO ROTBALT COLON AM GREATLY CONCERNED ABOUT SMALL SIZE 

OF RUSSIAN DELEGATION TO QUEBEC MEETING STOP UNLESS THIS IS 

REMEDIED ORGANIZATION OF FUTURE CONFERENCES OF THIS SORT 

WILL BE ~~ DIFFICULT STOP COLONEL LEGHORN AND JEROME WIESNER 

ARE EXPERTS WHO KNOW MUCH ABOUT THE DANGER OF ACCIDENTS 

WHICH MIGHT PRECIPITATE AN ATOMIC WAR THAT NOBODY WA!~S STOP 

SUGGEST YOU URGE THE RUSSIANS TO ENLARGE THEIR DELEGATION TO 
~·r-LJl(jSTT 

INCLUDE SUCH EXPERTS AND Wl.ll~JWI ~~'!(ONE THEORETICJU.. 

PHYSICIST OF STANDING 

SZILARD 
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FFF MOSCOU .3.3 5 2032 URSSGOVT= 

ETAT PROFESSOR SZilARD C/0 DR FOX ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE 66 

~~STREET AND YORK AVENUE NEWYORK/21• 

::!~WE HOPE SEE YOU 

~~ IN MOSCOW IN SEPTEMBER HAVE FRUITFULL DISCUSSIONS ON DISARMAMENT 

-&i~Ft PROBLEM STOP BEST WISHES 376 

TOPCHIEV 

COLL 66 NEWYORK/21 376 
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Academician Alexander Topchiev 

General Secretary 
.Academy of Science .. o1 USSR 
Leninaki Pro.;pect 

Moscow, U.S3R 

Dear .Academician Topchiev: 

April l5, 1958 

Enclo ~ ed herewith i o the ,.igned copy 01 the memorandum prepared by 

Dr. Szilard. Dr. '1-."ie oner, and my .. eli, which we discus s ed with you 

recently at Quebec. ih. ·~v ie .. ner and. I have been travelling so much 

, ince Quebec that there wa ~ a httle delay in obtaining h11> .5ignature. 

l'l"hile thi .. ~ubje.:t repre ,c.ut ., a ~. tricUy private in1tiative, and wlule we 

are not _,eeking in any way LhJ.icial en..iorsemcnt ot the proposal, you will 

be intere~ted to know that 1 have dl~cu!:> .;, ed this subject iniormally with a 

number of key people m ,...- a .~ .rJ.ington. No objection,. have been raiaed so 

a r , on the contrary, I have received encouraging and favorable comment:. 

1 rom several important quarter~. 

The Quebec (;onterence wazs, irom my view, very fruitful. L we can con

tmue talking quietly on the level of science and technology about the i :, suel:i 

whil::h ;;cience and technvlogy have raia.:d and which plague both our countrie;i, 

some new solutionl> and approache~ n.ay .... ugge!St themselve;; Lor dealing with 

c •.)mmon dangers. 

At Quebec you .:;ugge .. teu ttlat )'OU tnight rna"'e avail4ble to me certam !;i tudie::. 

on lallout and bon"lba, which have a bearing on the 1s s ue of '' clean '' bomb.J. 

If thi3 can be arranged, I would very much like to study them in detail and 

can zeadily arrange for their tran.,;lation tram the Russian i! it wvuld be more 

convenient for you to .onward them in th1s r~rm. 

My wiie, Nancy, a::>ked particularl}' that when writing I send yuu her friendly 

reaardti. She, a:; well a,. my::~eli, thorouJhly enjoyed our plea,.ant evening 

together. 

Sincerely and re ,.pectiully your•, 

Enc. 

JlSLeJhorn;mc 
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Academician Alexander Topchiev 
General Secretary 
Academy of Sciences of The USSR 
Leninski Prospect 
Moscow, USSR 

Dear Academician Topchiev: 

May 29' 1958 

Colonel Leghorn, Professor Wiesner and I have been 

trying to collect some information in order to see who might 

be available this summer in case the meeting which we had 

discussed with you were arranged. I have just received a 

telephone call from Colonel Leghorn who said that he would 

transmit to you the information which we collected in the 

course of next week. (Tomorrow is an American holiday which 

is followed by the w•ekend, so that all offices are closed 

for three days.) Colonel Leghorn also advised me that he 

has been in communication with Governor Adlai Stevenson 

and that Govel"nor Stevenson, who will spend several weeks in 

Russia this summer, would want to attend the meeting as an 

observ r if he were invited to do so. I merely mention this 

here because I think the information might be useful to you, 

but Colonel Leghorn will write more about this in his official 

capacity in the course of next week. 



2-Academician Alexander Topchiev May 29, 1958 

Following the successful launching of the sputnik 

in Russia, there has been a profound change in America in 

the willingness of statesmen to listen to hat scientists 

may have to say on the problem that the bomb poses to the 

world. Immediately following the last war, there was a 

period of time in America when statesmen sought the advice 

of scientists. But in the years that followed, scientists 

had very little influence in Washington. Now, apparently, 

we are back where we were in 1946 and, while the situation 

lasts, American scientists feel that it is their duty to 

give time and attention t .o the problems posed by the bomb 

so that they may be able to give sound advice on this 

subject. 

I am enclosing two newspaper clippings from which 

you may see to what extent the general public in America 

is now becoming aware of the role scientists play these 

days as advisors to the Government. 

I am spending the next six weeks in Washington, D.C., 

where I can be reached in care of Robert B. Livingston, 

National Institutes of Health, Bethesda 14, Maryland. 

Both Colonel Leghorn and I are supposed to testify some

time during this period before Senator Humphrey's Committee. 
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We were told that we shall probably be given four to five 

hours to be able to develop fully our thoughts on the 

necessity of arms ltmitations. I am in th process of 

preparing my testimony for this occasion. 

Letters will reach me with a delay of a few days 

if they are sent to my Chicago address. Colonel Richard 

Leghorn bas assumed the responsibility of acting as 

liaison with you in the question under discussion and, 

if you wish to cqmmunicate with any of us, you may write 

to him with copies addressed to Professor Wiesner and me. 

It was a great pleasure to see you again at Quebec 

and I hope, perhaps before long, our paths may cross again. 

With best wishes. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

En~s. 

LS:md 

,... i .. • 

..., ,;., -



.Academician .Alexander Topehiev 
General Secretary 
Academy oi Sciences oi USSR 
Leninaki Prospect 
Moscow, USSR 

Dear Academician Topchlev: 

June 5, 1958 

Aa time is becoming a little short il we are to have a further meeting 
in Moscow this aununer, Dr. Szi.l rd, Dr. Wiesner, and 1 have had a 
tew preliminary talks during the la.at few days with acienttilc colleagues 
to determine their ava.Uability in case a meeting h arranged. 

Assuming that the Soviet Academy oi Scieneee ahould extend an in\Tita.tion, 
we have found the following; 

Dr . Lloyd .Berr.ner, President, Associated Univeraitiea, New York, N.Y., 
an<i m~mber of the President ' s Scientific Advisory Committee,, would be 
glad to attend, provided there were no serious interference with his other 
obligations in Russia . He will be in .ituaeia from July Z3 through Septem
ber 1 but mu.at attend another meetlng July 2.6- ~0 and, aleo, Auauet 1 - 8. 

Dr . Hans Beth.e, Professor oi Physics . Cornell University, lthKa, New 
York, an<l member of the President ' 11 :Sci.entiilc Adviaory Committee, ia 
in favor of the meeting but, unfortunately, ilnde that hht commitments for 
the tummer tu·e ·~eh that he co'Ulc:l not accept. 

Dr . Harrison S. Brown, PJrofestor c•f Cieo¢hemietry. California Institute 
of Technology, l?aa•ciena, CalUornial would be plee.aeci to attend. He 
pians to be in Ruaaia hom Auguat 10 • 30. He could probably adjust hie 
other plana. to a.ttend our meeting, if held c1uring this period, but would 
find it sliJhtly more convenient to attend a meetina in late July or early 
August . 

Or . .Lee DuBridge, Preeldent of thu CalU(t)~ni.a IntUtute of Technology. 
P-aaaden•• California, would look. f<)rward to attencltnJ - the later in the 
eununer, the more convenient for him. 

Or . Richard Feynman, Profeaaor of Theoretical Phyeica, California 
Institute ol Technology, Pa•adena, Cali:ornia, wUl b.e alad to participate 
and anticipates no particular difficulty with timina thh ummer . 



. 
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Ur. H. C • U ~'•Y. Prole aaor of Che.mlat'l'y, Un1 verai.ty ot Cbica.1o, 
would b• Jl&d. to att-en4 U hia achcdule po:-miU • He will be in . l.aQiA 
Aup.at 10 ... 31 i.or • etinaa with the IAternational Astronomical Union 
(Aca4amldan .Amall'taumian) au. it our meettna wel"e held. then., he 
would bavo tD c: ck on c:onfUeting t.r:tangemeata be!or givlnl a final 
aeeeptance. 

Dr. Alvin \'i •dnberg, Director o! vak l:Uqe Natio-nal Laboratol'i •• 
Atomic Energy Com.nli•siou, Oak R.idg.a, Tennea•ee, would be alad 
to attcm4 a meedaa after July 15, provldeci o•ly tbat ao objection ia 
rai•ecl '( the United. States Govorw.nent . A • a Gover rnent olfiel.al . 
lit.ach l rmal clearance would, a! course, ben c aary, but e antici
pate ao dL:Uiculty. 

Dr . Walt 'wtJhitmp, Pro!.esaor ot Chomic:all£npneerlna. Ma•a&i:hUeUI 
butitute ot T$c:haolo&v, Cambt"iaae. M$.lliUlch~• tt•, w'Q\ll<l be Jlad to 
attend ii hia echedul p•nnitt~. m4 thi.s now • e1na ve~y likely . 

J\.dd.1tionally, Adlai Stev~~tnt~~on. io:rmel" '· emo.:ratic Party ~andidate !or 
Prealdent tJ the United Statee, h.es ia4lc.ated to u11 that he wo'Uld be 
d Uahted. to attend e.a an obe l'Ycr • provicied the timiag ia r naonably 
c=oavenient, He will be ln MQ•cow ir~'lin Jl.lly 1 S .. 16 and .born J\lly ll 
to Auguet I, toul"ia8 R.\llala. in etwee:n. 

AI yott MQW tr~ Dr . ... eill!lrd' a eAtUei" lener, ·onatol' Hubert H. 
Humphzey, Chairman of. tlla Senlit I.M,s~utmament Subcommittee, would 
al•o be plea sed to tt ad aa an obse~rve• • l( the m.eetiaa plana bec-ome 
d.e.flnit • we would p an to .aen4 you the~' u.a:ne ot u lallueatial ReputaUean 
ol' two wA.o would b available attd w.bo.m you mipt invite aa an o'if1erver 
U you wish. W hav delay d action on thi.- aspec~ !or the mo.nunt •• 
m&at key members: of the R4pubUcaa li'arty e:re bu.ai.ly encaseflln osilcia.l 
poaitio • and. 'th.eil' v•UAbUity 1t not fiUite as readily ct.termlned. 

U the ~ oviet Academy ol Science$ d-.~~ decide to ho14 a prhate meettn1 
oa woYld aeeuri.ty ud uma cont•ol m&ttere •• propo1ed informally in 
our memu:randu.m at Lac Be&\lpo:rt. an4,. if we eaA be of •ervice, Dr. SsUaro, 
D, . Wieaner. and. 1 wW »e ala4 to tumnl you a more complete ll.•t of tJ . s . 
actentl1ta with ln!ormatlo. on tlaeu 4tva11ab111ty, bom wkich you could 
••lec::t a cel'tain aumber to rectUvo y ur luvitaU.c.a . 

ea:nwhlle the news is encou.raps about the iorthcom1na oif.ietal meetina 
i acient~•t• at Gea va on the nuclear eontrol problem. 

\ V ith be8t 'telal'd* , 
Sineerely yours, 

/ R . S ~ Leahorn 
ce: .Or. J...eo Sailard, .Dr . J. J3 . ¥i6aner 
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Colonel Richard Leghorn 
President, ITEK Corporation 
Commonwealth ~venue 700 
Boston 15, Massachusetts, USA 

Copies: Professor L. Szilard 
Professor J. Wiesner 

Dear Dr. Leghorn: 

June 13, 1J53 

I received your letter and a signed copy of the 

Memorandum. ihJon my return to Moscow from Canada I 

informed my colleagues i n the USSR Academy of Sciences 

about the Second Pugwash meeting of Scientists, which 

in my opinion was fruitful and also of your proposal to 

hold a private conf erence ol soviet and american 

scientists in Moscow in Ju l y to discuss the possible ways 

to eliminate dangers of an atomic war as well as the 

actions that mi ght be taken in this connection by the 

scientists of USSR and USA. 

My colleau~es met this ?roposal with interest and 

expressed a hope that S;Jch a Conference will contribute 

towards eliminating the threat to humanity of a devastating 

atomic war and towards establishment of mutual understand-

ing and trust between our co ~ntries. 

The problems put forward in your memorandum arouse 

no objections on our part and can be included into the 

number of problems to be discussed at this Conf erence. 
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We would appreciate your letting us know before the 

beginning of the Conference, if your time permits, 

other considerations and proposals on your part 

referring to the topic of the discussions. 

The Academy of Sciences will invite to this 

Conference american scientists as its guests in the 

USSR for 2-3 weeks. The Conference could begin on 

July 28 if it is ~onvenient for you. 

We woul d like to have particulars on your 

american colleag~es in order to be able to extend 

invitations and help with getting visas in time. We 

have no objections against Senator Humphrey's 

participation in the Conference as observer, if he 

wishes so. 

~{~ convey our friendly greetings to your wife 

on behalf of myself and Mr. Pavlichenl{o. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely .yours, 

A. V. Topchiev 



NIGHT LETTER July 9, 1958 

A. V. TOPCHIEV 
f..CADEMY OF SCIENCES OF THE SOVIET UNION 
LENINSKI PROSPECT 
MOSCO''!, USSR 

WE ARE VERY GRATIFIED BY YOUR LETTER OF JUNE 

EIGHTEENTH STOP i'.rE PROPOSE THAT THE FULL-SCP.LE 

DISCUSSIONS OUTLINED IN YOUR LETTER START IN MOSCOW 

IN THE 3ECOND HALF OF SEPTEMBER I~ THAT I3 CONVENIErFf 

TO YOU STO? rm PROPOSE FURTHER THAT A PHEP..A..RE:.TORY 

DISCUSSION BE HELD IN MOSCQi;; AT AN Ef·.RLY DATE, ATTENDED 

BY WALTER in-IITMAN, LEO JZILARD, MYSELF AND, IF .POSSIBLE, 

JEROI\<lE IHESNER STOP THE PURPOSE OF THIS PREPARATORY 

DISCUSSION 13 TO DISCOVER Th~ MOST PRODUCTIVE TOPICS 

ON t.'HICH THE FULL-SCALE DISCUSSIONS MAY CONCENTRATE 

AND TO PE~llVliT A BETTER PREPIRfo~TION OF THE FULL-SCA.LE 

DISCUSSIONS STOP WE PROPOSE THAT THE PREPARf...TORY 

DISCUSSION BEGIN ON AUGUST EIGHTEENTH IF THIS I3 

CONVENIENT TO YOU STOP AS AN ALTERNATIVE DATE, ~~~ 

SUGGEST JULY Tt'ENTY-EIGHTH STOP LETTER FOLLOPS STOP 

BEST REGP..RD3 

LEGEORN 



Leo Szilard 
7/16/58 

Academician A. V. Topchiev 
Academy of Sciences of the Soviet Union 
Leninski Prospect 
Moscow, USSR 

Dear Academician Topchiev: 

Since I last wrote you, you have probably read in 

the newspapers that Lewis , Strauss has resigned from 

the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission, of which he had been 

the Chairman. 

Attached I am sending you a clipping of the last 

issue of TIME magazine which is relevant to the topic 

that I had discussed with you in Quebec, i.e., the 

influence which scientist exert at present in the United 

States. 

I have become more and more convinced that the 

informal discussions between Russimand American scientists 

of the kind that you outlined in your letter to Leghorn, 

dated June 18th, could be of very great value - not only 

in clarifying our own thinking on the world security issue 
r , ' 1 , 

that ~ being peeeQ by the bomb but also, in clarifying 

the thinking in Governmental circles, both in the United 

States and the USS~ on these complex ~s·•w• topics. 

I am anxious that yo 

~9&~ which American scientists, who would like to par-

ticipate in these discussions, face. T American 

scientists fall into three categories. 
( 
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of which I am a rather typical example, are scientists who 

follow ~ world events through the newspapers and draw 
J 

their conclusions fre m public information. I do not play 

a role as advisor to the U. S. Government and I do not 

receive from the U. S. Government any confidential informa-
l" 

tion. By a~·ing kept, in this respect, aloof, I ~ 
t 

preservea full freedom of action I want to participate 

in the discussions outlined in your letter to Leghorn, I can 

do so without asking any Government agency whether they 

have any objection and, even less, do I need their blessing 
(" 

f~~ng to Moscow and engaging in informal private 

scientists. Recause I ftm ,..,.. 

~tcn.n, for the future, the- :freedonr acti wh-ich 

I have enjoyed rn the pas s far as the discussions outlined 

in your letter to Leghorn are concerned and as far as the agencies 

of the U. S. Government are concerned, I am following the 

principle of "I am telling them what I propose to do, but I 

am not asking them whether they like it or not." 
/ 

sam~ t j me-,_ because is not enough for scientists £o clarify 

their own thinking, ust also endeavor to help the 
(I I 

Governments to clarify their thinking. ~mmediately upon the 

xHs receipt of your letter addressed to Leghorn, I participated 

in presenting to Dr. Killian on the one hand, and the Department 

of State on the other hand, the reasons why we think that 

the discussions outlined in your letter could be very useful 
:J h I / / 
par tlculaFly, we don't looK upon ~he projected meeting in 
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Moscow as a one-shot operation but, Jk rather, the beginning 

of a more or less continuing study of the security problem. 

were to receive any communications from- the 

overnment in confidence, I would lose my freedom of action, 

have made it clear that any news which any Government agency 

o communication in connection with this/ matter in 

.ctH.J...I-l..U4o~~-._~be commun.:i.,ca~d to €~1-orre beghorn. Because it 

Department time to form an opinion on the usefulness of the 

informal discussions among American and Russian scientists, 

which is outlined in your letter to Colonel Leghorn, Colonel 

Leghorn was nd able to cable you until July 9th. / By that time, 

it was too late to have a meeting prepared for July 28th, 

the date suggested in your letter, and it appeared that the 

best time for such a meeting would be immediately after the 

Austrian meeting when many American scientists will be in Europe 

anyway on account of the Geneva Conference o~ the Peacetime 
J/ I I 

Application of Atomic Energy. ( As you know, I think that it 

would be important to have observers participating in these 

discussions and my first thought was that these observers 

could be men like Senator Humphrey and Governor Adlai Stevenson 

but, because this is election year, it may be a&B assumed that 

the Administration would be very sensitive to the participation 

as observers in these discussions of prominent political figures. 

Thus, when it turned out that Senator Humphrey, while he is not 

running for election himself this year, will take part in the 
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political campaign in support of ~ other Democrats running 

for the Senate and would not be available as an observer, 

we have decided to abandon the idea of this kind of observer 
• 

Clearly, it would be desirable were observers, who are in a 

high policy-making position in the Department of State, 

to listen to the deliberations of Russian and American scientists 

and I am pushing for this rather hard. But up to this point, 

I have not been able to find a solution to the problem of how 

this might be arranged without creating at the same time a 

situation where discussions would, in the sys1raf eyes of the 
I 

world, have the official blessing of the State Department. 

~ Apart from the issue of whether the State Department would 

have the courage to give us such an official blessing, it is 

my own view that an official blessing might be the kiss of death 

inasmuch as it might destroy the informal character of our 

discussions which we are anxious to preserve. 

At the moment, my own thinking is that we ought to have 

policy-making ~19 because of their informal relationship 

to the Department of State, but who are themselves not officials 

of the Government. I am in touch with Col. Leghorn about this 
/ 

1 

point and he is exp or1ng this possibility at the present time. 

We also find that American scientists who might in the 

near future be directly involved in the negotiations between 

the American Government and the Government of the Soviet Union 
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will not be encouraged to participate in the discussions 

which we have planned; whether some of them might participate 

as observers has, as yet, to be decided. In the circumstances, 

we cannot be sure that Wiesner himself will be able to 

participate in any capacity. V ..,..._~ 

( I 

/ 



JULY 1 , 1958 

OF Tim SOVl UNION 

...... ~,..ADD SS 

STOP AL ' CO 

OF GLO- lliC :vENTJON IN I Q 

NEDTOCOC OF SCI lSI'S 1 DET 

0 SECURITY PJ.lo".AI ........ LIIIUiJ ITUOITf BEIBG DlVERI' BY DAY-TO-DAY 

S 8l'OP SPUD G FO IIY ELF P SONALLY ONLY I OULD 

BICH IGBT CON IVABLY LEAD TO SEVE MILITARY CLASH IN 

IDDLB Sl STO I THAT IF P I ARY DISCUSS! 

WITIIIli TilE 

EEKS uUDDEN MILIT CLASH MIGll.l' DELAY 

UPON TERULNATION OF DISCUSSIO S STOP 

Charge to: 
Daniel B.. Davies 
LOckwood 4-7 16 

0 SZILARD 



.NIGHT LETTER JULY 22, 1958 

A. V. TOPCHIEV 
ACADEMY OF SCIENC S OF THE SOVIET UNIO 

INSKI OBPECT 
MOSCOW , U. S. S •• 

CONFI NG TE ONE CONVERSATION WITH AVLOCHENKO 

STOP I UNDERSTAND THAT MEETING 1 SCO :m SEPTEMBER I 

CONVENIENT FOR YOU IIIMEDIATELY FOLLO l:NG TD ftiNG IN AUSTRIA 

STOP I lJND RST AND ALSO THAT YOU ILL Ui1' US 0 NEXT 

WHETBE PBELIMINABY DISCUSSION IN AUGUST CAli AL BE ARRANGED 

STOP BELIEVE PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION COULl) 8 USEFUL BUT 

NOT AB LtJTELY S 

JtJDGJriENT IN THIS MATTER SI'OP AUGUST EIGlfl' 

DATE IN AUGUST OULD BE ALRIGHT WITH 'ALT 

AND MYSELF n'OP SZILARD THINKS AUGUSf T 

OR ANY LATER 

SZILARD 

-THIBD MIGlll' 

BE'rrER IF IT IS QUALLY CONVENIENT TO YOU BECAU E PROBABLY 

LESSENED EXCITEHEltT ABOUf liiDDLE EAST CONFLICT STOP ABE 

NOW MAKING DEFINITE ARRANGEMENT FOR ID"IHG LA'JE IN SEPTEliBER 

STOP BEST UGABDS 

Charge to: 
Daniel R. Davies 
LOc wood · -7916 

LEGBOBM 
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Academician Alexander Topohiev, 
The Academy of Sciences of the USSR, 
Leninski Prospect. 
Moscow, 
USSR. 

Dear Mr. Topchiev, 

J ... 

August 29, 1960 • 

I understand that the meeting scheduled for $eptember 11 in Moscow has been 

aa))celled and that the Steering C:otnmittee will meet in London on September 10 and may set 

a new date. 

For the moment I feel very well and even though I am confined to the hospital 

I am fully active and go out to dinner every day. Becau:Je it is uncertain whether I 

would stUl be able to go to Mosool-1 in November or December, I was wondering whether 

you might think that I should come to Mo@oow, in advance of the main meeting , about 

October 15. If you think that ! should do so. I would make arrangements for the 

trip. 

Because the danger that a technological accident could lead to war is 

increasing rather rapidly at pressnt, I should like to include the discussion of this 

topic, among the topics that I would hope to discuss with Russian colleagu s. 

Mr. Albert Wohlstetter (see attached sheet) probably knows more about this particular 

problem at pre.sent than any of my other American colleagues and therefore I have asked 

him whether he would be willing to accompany me on such a vi'sit to Moscow, if invited to 

do so. He told me that he would be tied up in Europe until October 15 but would be 

tree to go to Moscow immediately thereafter. He could pick up his visa to the USSR 

in Paris between October 10 and 15. 

Because of my condition I would ask my wifa, Gert~ Weiss Szilard, who is a 

medical doctor and is at present with me in New York, on leave of absence from the Medical 

School of the University of Colorado, to accompany me - if I fly to Moscow. Both she and I 

eould pick up our visa to the USSR in New York. 
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If you think it would be a good idea for me to go to Moscow about 

October 15 I would contact the American members of the Continuing Committee in 

order to determine whether my trip should be regarded as part of the forthcoming 

conference or whether it should be interpreted as an independent undertaking. 

In replying to this letter, please write to me at Room 812, The Memorial 

Hospital, 444 East 68th Str et, New York 21, N.Y. 

Copies to: 

With best "t-ri.shes, 

Eugene Rabinovri tch 
arrison Brown 

Bentley Glass 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 



COPY 

Albert Wohlstetter 

Born December 19 , 1913 . 

A mathematical logician by training . 

At present working for the Rand Corporation , Santa Monica , 

California . 

In the last few years engaged in research on s trategy 

and narticularly nn the nroblem of reducinp the danger 

of an accjdental war between America and USSR . 

His studies and rroposals are given serious consideration 

by the Government. While in general such studies are 

confidential , one ('I f them "Tht> Delicat e Balance of Terror" 

has been ub l ished in ' Foreign Affairs ' - in an abbreviated 

form - and I am enclosing a re rint of it . 

August 29 , 1960 . Leo Szi l ard 



August Y , 1960 . 

Academici~n Alexander Topchiev , 
Academy of ~ciences of th USSR , 
Leninski Prospect, 
Mosc o1rr , USSR . 

Dear Academician Topchiov, 

I am in the rocess 0f revi sing "The Voice f 

t he Dnl hins", which l..rill be ublished by Simon & Schuster . 

R closed are new new ages 18 - 27 which repl ace the ol d 

pages 18 - 27(d) inclusive . Enclosed are fu~ther new 

pages 35, 36 and 37 . Alsn enclosed is a co~y of 

A pondix 1, the Aprendix vlh i ch you nn-r have shrmld be 

called Appendix 2 . 

Wish best wishes , 

Yours s· ~ cerely , 

Leo Szilard 

Fnclosures 



AI\ . .A,li,EMI1JI HA YR, 
COJ03A COBErrCKHX COl(UA.7l:UCrrHlJ:ECH.HX PECIIYGJIHH 

JlucHea B-71, .JeNUit Ch"llit npocneKm, 14 

Ho.~o1 . 1tymamop: B :2-00-00 

/(a!llf C,I.<lpU .'/,." J3 :2-49-83 
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MHe rrpMHTHO coo6~MTb BaM, qTo MOM KonnerM B AKa~eMMM 
HayK CCCP paccMoTpenM Bame HOBOe rrpe~oxeHHe o6 opraHMsa~MM 
B MOCKBe rrocne OKOHqaHMH llaryomcKOH KOH~epeHqMM BCTpe~ 
COBeTCKMX M aMepMKaHCKHX yqeHHX ~H H8~ManbHOrO 00C~8HHH 
npo6neM MS~Hapo~HOH OesonacHOCTM M BOITpOCOB, npe~cTaBnRro~ 
BSaMMHHM MHTepec ~H HamHX CTpaH, M ITO~e~anM 3TO rrpe~o~eHMe. 

p~ BM~HHX COBSTCKKX yqeHHX rOTOB BCTpeTMTbCH rrocne 
llaryoruCKOH KOH~epe~MM CO CBOMMM aMepMKaHCKHMM KOnneraMH ~H 
HeO~M~ManbHOro OOCJX~8HMH BHrueyKaSaHHHX BOITpOCOB. B QenHX 
nyqweH ITO~POTOBKH K BCTpeqe HSOOXO~HMO sapaHee HaMeTMTb Kpyr 
KOHKpeTHHX BOITpOCOB M onpe~enHTb CpOKM BCTpeqH H ee yqaCTHHKOB. 

lloaTOMY OHnO Oll ~enaTenbHO B on~aHmee BpeMH nonyqMTb OT aMepH
KaHCKHX yqaCTHHKOB BCTpeqH HX KOHKpeTHHe rrpe~OX8HHH. 

Xoqy coo6~Tb, qTo HaillH aMepMKaHCKHe KonnerH B rrepMo~ 

npe6HBaaaa B CoBeTCKOM Corose 6y~T HBnHTbCH rocTHMH AKa~eMHH 
HayK CCCP. 

Ha~erocb, qTo cocTOHHHe Bamero s~opoBbH nosBonHT BaM 
npHHHTb nMqHOe yqacTMe BO BCTpeqe. Co CBOeH CTOpOHH MH ITOCTa
paeMCH cos~aTb BaM Bee Heo6xo~MMHe ycnOBHH. 

HaHnyqmHe no~enaHHH, 
VlcKpeHHe Bam 

BMqe-npes~eHT 
AKa~eMHM HayK CCCP 

aKa~eMHK 

A.B.TorrqHeB 
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• AR.A~EMtnH , HA YR 
COI03A 

I 

COBETCKHX. COI(H A'JIHCTHliECKHX PECHY BJIDK 

!If oCKea B-71, Jl eHUHcK.uu npocneJ!Om, 14 

KoM.Atymamop: B 2-00-00 

Kamfe.II.RpuR: B 2-49-83 I 
D\2. r .Pf"o~ r s'"' · 

rxy6oxoyaazaeMHA npopeccop C~KnaPA, 

MHe npHH'l'HO C006II\H'l'b BaM, li'l'O MOH KOJIJierH B .AK~eMHJI 
H~K CCCP paccwoTpenH Bame HOBOe npe~o~eHHe o6 opraHHsaqKH 
B MOCKBe nocne OKOHtlSHHH llaryomcKOA KOwpepe~JqHH BC'1'p811H 
COB9'1'CKHX H aMepHKSHCKHX yqeHHX ~H He~SXbHOrO o6c~eHHH 
npo6neM Me~apOAHO~ 6esonaCHOC'l'H H BOnpOCOB, npeAC'l'SBXSD~ 
B3SHMHI:di HH'l'epec ,IVIH HSIIIHX C'l'~H, H OO,IIAepESJIH S'l'O npe,ItJIOZeHHe. 

p~ B~HHX COB~'l'CKHX yqeHHX rOTOB BCTpeTH'l'bCH DOCXe 
llaryomcxoA KO~pe~HH CO CBOHKK SMepHKSHCKHMH KOxneraYH ~H 
ae~Hanbaoro o6c~eHHH sameyxasaHHHX sonpocoB. B ~exsx 
nyqmeA DOArOTOBRH K BC'l'peqe He06XOAHMO sapaaee HSMeTH'l'b xpyr 
KOHKpeTHHX BOnpOCOB H onpe~eXH'l'b cpORH BC'l'peqx H ee ytlSC'l'HHKOB. 
IToa'l'o~ 6ano 6a xanaTanbHO B 6XHESAmee speMH nonyqHT& OT auepH
xaacxm: ytlSC'l'HHKOB BCTpequ HX ROHKpe'l'HHe npe.rvzozeHHH. 

Xoqy coo6~'1'b, q'l'o aaWH auepHEaHcKHe xoxxerH B nepHo~ 
npe6HBaHHH B Cose'l'CKOM Co~se 6y~ SBXH'l'bCH rocTHMH Ax~eMHB 
HSJ'K CCCP. 

~aDCb, qTQ COC'l'OHHHe Bamero S~OpOBbH fi08BOXHT BaM 
npHHHTb HHqHoe yqacTHe BO BCTpeqe. Co CBOe~ CTOpOHH MH DOCTS
paeMCH cos~aTb BaY see aeo6xoAUMHe yanosaa. 

HaMytmiHe n OllteJia HWI, 

Hcxpe aae Bam ~ ' (\ c::.. . . ... 
o r.s 

v;c.e fr 
~e-Dpe8~8H'l' - ( S oV I € (); () "') 

A.K~eYHH aayx CCCP~ 
ax~eMHK -

F J I () --1 • • • I ~ • l. 
A.B.TolllDieB 
A. v. 'To cJ., '• e. V 



COPY 

Memorandum 

To : 

From: 

Harrison Bro-vm 
Paul Doty 
Richard s. Leghorn 
Jerome \Viesner 

Leo Szilard 

September 14, 1960 . 

Attached you will find an unofficial translation of a letter 1-.rhich I 

received from Academician Topchiev . I had this translation made in New York 

because no English translation was enclosed with the Russian text. 

I am writing to propose that oneof you take over, from here on, the contact 

with the Academy of Sciences of the USSR in this matter and that he keep the others 

currently informed of what is being done. 

I should be grateful to you if you would consult with each other and 

then inform me who in particular will henceforth deal in this matter with the Academy 

of Sciences of the USSR , and I shall then accordingly inform Academician Topchiev. 

Please advi se me at Room 812 , The Memorial Hospital , 444 East 68th Street , 

New York 21 , N. Y. You may reach me there over the telephone from 8 a . m. to 5 p .m. 

at extension 133 , TRafalgar 9- 3000 . 

Leo Szilard 

Attachment 



,. 

COPY 

Academician A. V. Topchiev , 
The Academy of Sciences of the USSR , 
Leninski Prospect 14 , 
Noscow, 
USSR . 

Dear Academician Topchiev , 

September 13 , 196o . 

I am writing your acknowledge your very kind letter of August 31 , 1960 . 

Because I myself cannot assume any responsibility for making arrangements with the 

Academy of Sciences of the USSR , I have written the attached memorandu. 

Upon receipt of a reply , I shall write yau to advise you who is going to assume 

responsibility for making practical arrangements with the Academy of Sciences of the 

USSR. 

.With best wishes , 

Sincerely yours , 

Leo Szilard 

Attachment 



Unofficial translation 

THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF THE USSR 

Noscow B. ?l 
Leninski Prospect 14 , 

Office V 2- 49- 83 

August Jl, 1960. 

Honored Profes sor Szilard, 

I am very pleased to inform you that my coleagues in the Academy of 

Sciences of the USSR considered your new proposal about the organization of a meeting 

of Soviet and American scientists for unofficial discussion of proplems of international 

security and questions presenting mutual interest for our countries and they support this 

proposal. All this to take place in Mosco~>r after the Pugwash meeting . 

A number of well-kno-vm Soviet scientists are ready iD meet after the 

Pugwash conference with their American colleagues for the unofficial discussion of questions 

noted above. In order to have better preparation for this meeting , it is necessary tb 

have in advance a list of concrete questions and to define the time of the meeting and its 

participants. Therefore it would be wished to receive from the American participants of 

the meeting their concrete proposals as soon as possible . 

I want to inform you that our American colleagues during the period of their 

stay in the Soviet Union will be guests of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR. 

I hope that the state of your health will allow you to take part personally 

in this meeting. From our side , we will try to provide all the necessary conditions. 

With best wishes , 

Vice President of the Academy of Sciences 
Academician 

Sincerely yours , 

A.V. Topchiev 





Academician Alexander Topchiev, 
The Academy of Sciences of the USSR, 
Leninski Prospect, 
MOSCOlf, 

USSR. 

Dear Academician Topchiev, 

September 3, 1960. 

I am enclosing for your information a copy of a letter dated 

June 27, which I have written to N.s. Khrushchev, Chairman of the Council 

of Ministers of the USSR, and an unofficial English translation of his 

reply dated August 30. I shall send you in a fei<T days a photocopy of 

the Russian te~rt of Mr. Khrushchev's letter also. 

I have informed Jerome V.fiesner, Richard Leghorn and Harrison Brown 

of this correspondence and I shall discuss the matter with them after they 

return to America from the Steering Committee meeting in London scheduled 

to be held on September 10 and 11, uhere they will have an opportunity to 

discuss this matter with you also . 

i'Jith best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

Enclosures 



Academician Alexander Topchiev, 
The AcAdemy ot Soieno s ot the USSR, 
Leninski Prospect, 
Moscow, U.s.s.R. 

D ar Acadetnioian Topohiev, 

I wrote you on August 29 a lett r, of which I attach a copy. Because 

I received no acknowledgement of receipt of this letter, I am wondering whether 

you have reoei ved 1 t. In the meantime, it has become too late for me to .make 

arrangements for a trip to Moscow for th middle of October and I am therefore 

advising Mr. ohlstetter that this particular plan has been cancelled. 

For the time being I feel very well and my doctors think that 1t is 

likely that I shall keep feeling well for a few months. Accordingly, I am making 

plans to attend the m et1ng on November 27. 

Concernine your letter of Auguet Jl, which relates to the informal 

discussions that might be held immediately following the Pugwasb Meeting, this 

matter will be handled by Professor Paul Doty of Harvard University. Doty is 

taking over the chairmanship of the Operating Committee of the American Academy of 

Arts and Sciences, which is eponsor1ng this study. Previously, I have been the Chairman 

of this Committee and now Doty is taking my place. I aseume that he will write you 

directly within a few days. 

I feel that I ought to let you know that yesterday I had a very satisfactory 

private conversation in New York with the Chairman of the CouncU of M1niaters of the 

U.s. .R. We talked tor about two hours and covered a wide range of subjects which 

included, among other things, the informal discussions that might take place after the 

Pugwash Meeting. 



--
-~ 

I am· 1n constant consultation about the forthcoming Pugwash 

Meeting,and the informal discussions that might follow it, with Wiesner, Leghorn, 

Brown and Doty. Doty will keep in touch both with you and with the American 

members of the Continuing Committee of th Pugwash Group. 

~ith best wishes, 

Iours sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



April 6, 1961 

Academician Alexander Topehiev 
c/o The Embassy of the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republica 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear Academician Topchiev: 

I expected to see you at the Centennial Cele-

bration of M. I. T. and I was sorry to hear that there 

was a mix-up about the visas. 

I shall be in Washington, at the Hotel Dupont 

Plaza, throughout April and May. If you come to Washing-

ton -- I hope you will ~- it would give me great pleasure 

to see you. You could contact me easily over the tele-

phone, and 1f my room does not answer~ please leave a 

message where I may call you back. 

With kindest regards, 

Yours very sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
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