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Dear Professor Szilard: 

PHILADELPHIA 4 

February 7, 1955 

Your letter of to-day*in the New York Times expresses so 
clearly what has been welling up in my thoughts for a number of years, 
and I am sure in the thoughts of many others, that I couldn't help 
writing you my approval and support. You may have seen in the same 
paper about a speech by Senator John Bricker decrying the tendency of 
scientific men to enter int~ or expatiate upon, the field of politics 
or international relations. Bricker's speech is another evidence of 
the anti-intellectualism that is rife in this country and has many 
firm roots. To dig up these dangerous roots and to bring an objective 
intellectual approach towards the principles you have discussed is the 
major problem of our century. In addition, it bears on other real 
questions such as population. 

Since we .met• at Abe Spanel 1s home I have often hoped we 
would have the · opportunity of discussing some of these matters further. 
It is a great strength to everyone to see scientists speak out clearly 
and forcibly in this 'wayo 

Do you have suggestions on the forces that may be used to 
combat anti-intellectualism? 

With kindest regards, 

* Feb. 6, JSJ55 
cc: Mr. A. panel 

Sincerely, 

Joseph Stokes, Jr., M. D. 
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Dr. Joseph Stokes~ Jr 
University of Pennsylvania 

Kings Crown Hotel 
420 W. ll6th St 
New York, N. Y. 
February 12, 1955 

School of Medicine, Depto of Pediatrics 
1740 Bainbridge Street 
Philadelphia 46, Pa 

Dear Dr. Stokes: 

I have your very kind letter of February 

7th. It is too early to say, as yet, if there will be 

significant moral support forthcoming in response to the 

letter to the Times, (which, incidentally, the Denver Post 

is going to reprint) to catalyse someonenebete course of 

action. It was very good to hear from you and I hope there 

will be an opportunity for us to talk about this in the 

near future . 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

LS/nr 



Dr. Joseph Stokes 
Dean of the Medical School 
University of California 
La Jolla, California 

Dear Dr. Stokes: 

I 

Dictated March 16, 1964 

Mailed March 25 1 1964 

This is just a brief note to follow up our telephone conversation 

regarding Livingston and Benaceraf. 

It is probably true that Livingston is quite happy at NIH where 

at the present time he is Associate Chief of Program Development, Division 

of Research Facilities and Resources. In this position he can pretty much 

write his own ticket and right now he is in the process of re-writing 

Fulton's "Physiology of the Nervous System". The last (third) edition of 

this book appeared in 1949, Fulton died in 1960 and Livingston has now 

assumed the responsibility of writing the fourth edition. This he must write 

essentially from scratch because there have been very major changes since 1949. 

I am inclined to think, however, that Livingston would find it 

difficult to resist the challenge of your school if there is an opportunity 

to build up a substantial group working in the neuro-sciences in the Medical 

School. My guess is that there would be perhaps a better than 50/50 chance 

for you to get him on the basis of such a challenge. 

I was in close contact with Livingston when he was Director of Basic 

Research of the National Institute of Neurological Diseases and Blindness, 

1956-1960, and of the National Institute of Mental Health, 1956-61, and I 

thought that he was admirably fitted for this job. The job did not fit him, 

however, because both institutes were full of deadwood; very few additional 
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Dr. Joseph Stokes 

appointments could be made and the second raters in the Institute resisted, 

at times, the appointment of some of the most desirable candidates. 

Because my interest in the Central Nervous System is of quite 

recent origin I would not, and could not, pass judgement about Livingston's 

qualifications as a neuro-biologist. [His former colleagues at UCLA, 

Ted Magoun (Dean of the Graduate School) and Jack French (Director of the 

Brain Research Institute) would be both very well qualified to express a 

judgement in this regard.] 

However, I would suggest that if and when you reach the point where 

you would want to approach Livingston with a definite offer you let me know 

a few days ahead of time. I could then talk to him over the telephone and 

try to put him in a receptive mood. I can do this because I myself believe 

that La Jolla is a wonderful place to live and that the potential possibilities 

at the Medical School are attractive. 

Regarding Benaceraf, in whom Dave Bonner seems to be interested and 

with whom Dr. Hamburger had a conversation in the east, I would think that there 

is a 30% chance of getting him if he is approached in the right way. The first 

thing would be to invite him to visit La Jolla for a week or so in April or 

May and, if the school is ready to do this, I would suggest that they let me know 

a few days before they contact him. I would then talk to him over the telephone 

and get him to set some date in the Fall, if he cannot make it in April or May. 

I intend to discuss the case of Benaceraf in the near future both with Bonner 

and also with Singer. 

Sincerely, 

LS:jm 

Dictated but not read. Leo Szilard 



CURRICULUM VITAE 

NAME: Robert B(urr) Livingston 

DATE & PLACE OF BIRTH: October 9, 1918; Boston, MassRchusetts 

MARITAL STATUS: 

EDUC/\.TION: 

MILITARY SERVICE: 

POSITIONS HELD: 

1946-48 

1947-48 

1950-52 

1951-52 

1952-56 

1952-56 

1956-59 

1956-60 

1956-61 

1960-62 

Mcrried, Mandana Laura Beckner 

Children: Louise Shaw 1955 
Dana Ruth 1958 
Justy Ann 1960 

fl.. B., Stanford University, 19£';.0 
M.D., Stanford University, 1944 

1954 

Intern, Medicine, Stanford Hospital, 1943 
Assistant Resident, Medicine, Stanford Hospital, 1944 

Lt., U. S. Naval Reserve (MC), 1944-46 

Instructor, Lcboratory of Physiology, Yale University 
School of Medicine, New Haven. 

Research Assistant, Department of Psychiatry, HarvarJ 
Medical School, Boston. 

Assistant Professor of Physiolo8y, Yale University School of 
Hedicine; and Director, Yale Aeromedical Research Unit, 
New Haven. 

Executive Assistant to the President, National Academy of 
Sciences - National Research Council, Washington, D.C. 

Associate Professor, Department of Physiology and Department 
of Anatomy, University of California School of Hedicine, 
Los Angeles. 

Consultant to V. A. Hospital, Long Beach. 

Professor (Lecturer), Department of PhysioloGy and Department 
of Anatomy, University of C3lifornia School of Medicine, 
Los Angeles. 

Director of Basic Research, National Institute of Neurological 
Diseases and Blindness, National Institutes of Health, 
Bethesda. 

Director of Basic Research, National Institute of l1ental Health, 
National Institutes of Health, Bethesda. 

Chief, Laboratory of Neurobiology, National Institute of 
Mental Health, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda. 
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POSITIONS HELD (contd.): 

1962-63 

1963 --

Chief , General Rese arch Support Branch , Division of Rese arch 
Facilitie s and Resources, National Institutes of He alth, 
Bethe sda . 

Associate Chief for Program Development, Division of R2search 
Facilities and Resources, National Institutes of He alth, 
Bethesda. 

NATIONAL SERVICE CONTRIBUTIONS: 

Committee on Disc.s ter Studies, 1952-5(!., Nationa l Research Council. 

Panel on Underwater Swimraers, 1952-54, National Rese arch Council. 

Selection Committee, Mental Health Career Investigator Grants, National 
Institute of Mental Heolth, NIH, USPHS, 1954-57. 

Board of Directors, Foundations Fund for Rese arch in Psychiatry, 1955-57. 

Life Sciences Comr.1ittee, Project Mercury, Nationc.l Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, 1958-60. 

Advisory Cocrmittee on Space Medical and Behavioral Sciences, Office of Life 
Science Programs, NASA, 1960-61. 

Ad hoc Panel reporting to President 1 s Science Advisory Coranittee on Project 
Mercury, 1961. 

Prelir:1inary Advisory Panel, Manned Lending on Moon Project, NASA, 1961. 

Board of Directors, Foundation for Advanced Education in the Sciences, Inc., 

Bethesda, Md., 1959 --. 

Task Force to Study Regional Institutes of Hea lth, NIH, 1960-61. 

Space Science Sumr.1er Study, NAS-NRC, Space Science Board, Imva City, 1962. 

Co-Founder, Institute for Policy Studies, Hashington, D. C., 1962 . 

PSAC ad hoc Bioastronautics Panel, Washin~t on, D. C., 1963. 



• 

- 3 -

MEMBERSHIP IN SOCIETIES l\ND PROFESSIONf.L ORG.i\NIZATIONS: 

' 
~erican Associ~tion for the Advance~ent of Science (Fellow) . 

Association for Research in Nervous and Mental Diseases (Associate). 

!merican Physiolo~ical Society. 

American Association of lmatomists. 

Schweizischer Verein der Physiologen und Pharmacologen. 

International Brain Research Organization. 

Sigma Xi. 

HONORS, FELLOWSHIPS, LECTURESHIPS: 

Peroanent President, Class of 1940, Stanford University. 

Bronze Star Medal, Okinawa Campaign, 1945. 

National Resea rch Council Senior Fellow in Neurology, Switzerland, 19 l•G -49. 

\:Jilhelm Gruber Fellmv in Neurophysiology, Switzerland, France, and England, 

1949-50. 

Special Fellow, NIMH, s,.,eden (t,vo months), 1956. 

Brookings Institution, Participant, Federal Executive Training Program, 
vlilliamsburg , Va. (three weeks) 1957. 

Brookings Institution, Lecturer, Federal Executive Tra ining Program, 
\-lilliamsburg, 1958; 1964. 

t~erican Medical Association, Address on Recent Research Advances, Forum 
on Multidiscipline Research, Ne\v York. 1961. 

Institute on World Affairs, Address, San Diego Stage College, San Diego, 1962. 

State Department Mid-Career Course Lecturer, Alexandria, Va., 1959- 64. 

Holiday Science Lecturer, American Association for the Advancement of Science, 
Miami, 1964. 
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OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 92038 

March 25, 1964 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
The Salk Institute for Biological Studies 
Post Office Box 9499 
San Diego, California 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Your thoughts in your I etter of March 25 are very pertinent. 
I will be seeing both Bob Livingston and Seymour Kety in 
Bethesda on April 8, and will try to interest both of them in 
moving westward. You can be sure that we will call on you 
when our heavy recruitment begins. 

Benaceraf we are going to deal with through the Department 
of Biology and your approach seems reasonable, although 
I would clear it with Jon Singer in the near future . 

Many thanks again for your I uncheons which have he I ped 
introduce me to the interesting people connected with the 
Salk Institute. 

With best regards, 

Joseph Stokes Ill, M.D. 
Dean 

JS :jl h 
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